
THE STRUCTURE OF THE BINANDERE VERB 

A. CAPELL 

1 .  SENTENCE STRUCTURE 

1 . 0 1  . I NTRODUCT I ON 

LOLL The language here cal led "Binandere" is that wh i ch is spoken 

about t h e  Mamba R iver , t he area in  wh i ch t h e  Reverend Copl and K i ng began 

wo rk about t h e  t urn o f  the t we nt i e t h  century , and in  wh i c h  all  the 

l i terary work of the Ang l i c an M i s s ion has been c arried out . 

1 . 0 1  . 2 .  The phonemes o f  the language are treated in  ano t her part o f  

t h i s  volume . T h e  s p e l l ing used b y  the Ang l i can M i s s ion h a s  b e e n  re

tained here , however , fo r the t wo reasons that the e x amp l e s  are in  l arge 

part b as e d  on print ed trans lat ion - as we l l  as on mat erial c o l l e c t e d  b y  

t h e  author - and that any s t udy o f  the language made from t h e  printed 

mat e ri a l s  wi l l  be  in  the s t andard orthography . Thi s orthography is  not 

e nt irely phonemic : Idl be come s a pa latal plos ive b e fore I i i ,  and i s  

s p e l l e d  j ;  I t  I be comes ls i i n  the s ame pos it ion , and Iwl b e c ome s b i lab i a l  

v, and t h e s e  t hree symb o l s  are u s e d  b y  t h e  M i s s ion . T h e  o n l y  departu re 

made from the M i s s ion orthography i s  that in  the latter n g  i s  used aft e r  

a vowe l  t o  repre sent na s al i sation , e . g .  lui, ' w a t e r ' i s  writ t e n  u n g . 

The nasal marker I-I i s  emp loyed here . Ot he rwi s e  n g  repre sented IQg I in 

this  dialect  - a s imp l e  IQI o c c urs in Notu . 

1 . 0 1 . 3 .  The pre s ent e s s ay i s  conc erned wi th t he ana l y s i s  o f  the B i nandere 

verb . H o weve r ,  verbal fo rms o c cur in a s entenc e context who s e  s t ruc t ure 

de t e rm i ne s  wh ich o f  a numb er o f  forms must b e  cho s e n , and this s t ruc ture 

is very d i f ferent from t hat o f  Engl i sh . I t  s eems therefore advi s ab l e  t o  

prefix t o  t he analy s i s  o f  the verb a b rie f expo s i t ion o f  t h e  sentence 

s t ru c t ure of the Bi nandere language . The expo s i t ion wi l l  be presented 

i n  almo s t  t ab u l ar form ,  so  as to  permit o f  mak ing t he max imum space 

avai lab l e  for the d i s cu s s ion o f  t he verbal s y s t em .  Mat erial not sup p l ied 

from the author ' s  fie l d  not e s  is  drawn ma inly from the Bi nandere t rans l a

t ion o f  the B o ok 0 6  C omm on P�a ye�, the l at es t  and b e s t  tran s lat ion work 
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p roduced in the Mi s s ion , t ogether with Bible t ranslat ion and s ome 

o riginal work avail able . 

1 . 0 2 .  Utterance and Word C l asses in Binandere 

1 . 0 2 . 1 . The b ri e f  outline following i s  couc hed in t e rms o f  the t agmemi c 

s y s t em deve loped by  Kenneth L .  Pike and developed b y  t he Summer I n s t i t u t e  

o f  Lingui s t ic s .  T h i s  s eems t o  al l ow most eas i ly t h e  p o s sibili t y  o f  a 

maximal s t at ement in a minimal spac e . The following definit ions are 

a s s umed : 

i .  An utt e��nee i s  a pas s age o f  spe e c h , divi s ib le into s ent enc e s  

whi ch are ut t eran c e s  prec eded and fo l lowed b y  s i l ence . 

i i . An utt e�eme i s  such a period of speech preceded and fo l lowed 

b y  s i l e nc e . 

i i i . A w o � d  i s  a minimum ut t erance which can be  meaningfully i s o 

lat ed .  

i v . A m o �phem e  i s  t he sma l l e s t  meaningful uni t o f  phone t i c  s t ru c t ure. 

v .  A p h o nem e i s  the minimal di s t inct ive uni t o f  sound in a given 

language . 

1 . 0 3 . Types of U t teremes 

The normal s ent enc e compo s i t ion in Binand ere consist  o f  

± actor + goal ± act ion . 

There are five mai n t ypes o f  u t t e reme to be  d i s t ingui shed . 

Utt e� em e  1 .  Affirmation o f  act ivit y :  Mi nimum + predicat e  which i s  

t he exponent o f  a t ran s i t ive verb - s i s i n a ' h e s a i d ' .  The exp anded fo rm 

i s : 

± actor: N goal: N ± location part icle + predicate: V trs 

e m b o  m i  g a n um a  b u t u  de g o s i s i r a 

m a n  ( ag e n t) s to n e  g r ound o n  saw 

e m b o  m i  r o r a e  i k a - a i n d a  m a m a i 

m a n  ( ag e n t )  g o o d s  h i s  - h i s  s o n  

t o t e  d a  y a i k a n d o e s i s i n a 

two o f  p l a a e  - div i s i o n  did 

' Th e  m a n  di v id e d  his g o o ds b e tw e e n  his two s o n s . ' 

Utte�em e  2. De s c ript ion o f  an i t em . Mi nimum : 

i tem + description . 

a w a  - m a i n a t o 

h e  - s o n  my ' He i s  my s o n .  ' 



a rno - e rn b o  b e i a rna n a  

h e  - m a n  g o o d  , He  i 8  a g o o d  m an .  ' 

Expans ion : + (+ item + description) ± manner ± place ± t ime 

Utte� em e 3. Que s t ion . 

( a )  Que s t ion o f  i dent i fi cat ion , c ons i s t i ng minima l l y  o f  + (item + 
interrogative ) :  

a rno - r o  r i 7 

t h i 8  who ? ' Wh o  i 8  t h i s ? ' 

d aw o  i t o - a v e r i ?  

n am e  y ou r  - w h a t ?  ' Wha t ' s  your name ? ' 
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( b )  Que s t ion o f  i nformat i o n  c ons i s t ing o f  Uttereme I + interrogation 

marker: 

i rno j i rnb o  i j  i e n g o  d e  e d o  e r a - g a e t a 7 

y ou de e ds day t h e s e  i n  t h e y - ha v e - do n e  - n o t  know - ? 

' Do n ' t  y ou know w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  do i n g  L a t e Ly ? ' 

On the morpho log i c al leve l there are formal changes  in v e rb ending 

i nvo lved in the ask ing o f  a que s t i on , o f  e i t her kind . 

Utt e� em e  4 .  Answer t o  q u e s t ion . Thi s may a s s ume very var i e d  forms , 

c ons i s t ing o f  any o f  the uni t s  wh ic h may be  found in respons e s , e . g .  

t o t e ; 

y e s  two 

and many others . 

n a  e rn b o  g e n a  

I man s e e  

Utte� em e  5. U t t e ran c e s  i n  s equen ce . Thi s i s  the s e c t ion o f  B inande re 

s yntax t hat shows mos t p e c u l i arit i e s . The bas i c  rule i s  t hat t wo claus

e s , as unde rstood i n  mos t European language s ,  do not o c cur as main 

c l aus e s . There i s  a "periodi c "  c o nstruct ion , according t o  wh ich a sen

t ence c o nt ains one main c l aus e , all others b e ing subordinat ed in s ome 

way . The verb s  whi ch acc ording to Bi nandere rul e s  o c c u r  at t h e  end of a 

c l aus e , are d i v i s i b l e  into s ent enc e- final (SF) and sent ence-medial (SM) 

o n  t he morphologi c a l  leve l . The SM forms vary a l s o  ac cording as t o  

whe ther t he s ame a c t o r  appears in both c lau s e s  (SM
l

) or whet her t h e r e  i s  

a d i fferent a c t o r  i n  e a c h  c laus e  (SM
2

). There are also dependent forms 

whi ch may appear in both SM and SF p o s i t ions . For det a i l e d  explanat ion 

of S F  and SM forms see  2 . 05 . 2 . ff . , and for dependent forms 2 . 05 . 5 .  and 

2 .  12 . 1 . ff . 
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1 . 0 4 . Word-C l asses in Binandere 

On the  l e v e l  o f  morpho logy, the  word c l a s s e s ,  whi ch are actual l y  

a l s o  form c l a s s e s ,  t o  b e  d i s t i ngui shed in Binandere are a s  fo l lows: 

i .  Words whi ch can o c cupy ( a ) t he a c t or spot or ( b ) the goal spot 

in  an ut t e ran ce o f  t he types given above may b e  d e fined a s  nouns :  

e m b o  t o t o r i s i n a 

man w e n t  

n a  t o t o r i t e n a  

I w en t  

e m b o  m i  n i  g i r a 

man ( ag e n t )  t r e e  s aw 

e m b o  m i  n a  g i r a 

man ( a g en t )  m e  s aw 

Words de finiab le as nouns in these t e rms may b e  fo l lowed b y  ( a ) c e r

t ain part i c l e ,  e . g .  m i  marking agent o r  inst rument ; d a , marking p o s se s

s i on or l o c ation ; o r  ( b ) quali fying words o f  quant ity, quality o r ' 

definitene s s: 

( a ) e m b o  m i  n a  g i r a n a  k a s i m i  d e r a  

man m e  s aw me a lu b  w i t h  h e - h i t s 

em b o  d a  j i s i  d a  

man o f  e y e  i n  ' i n  t h e  man ' s  e y e ( s ) ' 

( b ) e m b o  b e i am a n a  d a k a k i 

m a n  g o o d  o n e  

u e i wa b e i am a n a  b e  

' o n e  g o o d  man ' 

w a t e r  t h i s  g o o d  i nde e d  ' Th i s  w a t e r  i s  v e ry goo d .  ' 

S ome members o f  thi s group take other affixes,  numb er marke rs , e t c . 

as wel l .  

i i . Words whi ch o c c upy the action spot in any utt erance may b e  de

fined as verb s ; they are marked by  cert ain suffi xes whi ch never apply t o  

n o uns . This c l ass  i s  s t udied i n  detail i n  2 .  

iii . Words whi ch o c c upy neither actor, goal nor action spot s in an 

u t t e reme, b ut are in a position o f  dependency on one o f  t h e s e  clas s e s  may 

b e  defined as part i c l e s . De s c riptive words of all  t yp e s ,  which might 

s e em to fal l  under the heading of "Part i c l e s "  are b e s t  s ub sumed in t h e  

c las s o f  noun s ,  as a s u b c l a s s  within it . 

Thi s b ri e f  out line may now l e ad into a more detailed analy s i s  o f  the 
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B inandere verbal s y s tem as a whol e . 

2 .  V E R B  ST R U C T U R E  

2 . 01 . Verbal Types 

2 . 01 . 1 . The B inandere verb has only v o i c e  - t h e  active . I t  has a 

numb er o f  different t y p e s  o f  verbal b as e , but  a l l  c an b e  reduc ed t o  one 

c l a s s . The s ub s t antival form o f  the verb always t e rmina t e s  in  - a ri. 

This may be e i t her an ending , as in a te g a r i  ' g r e e t ,  t ha n k ' ,  or a s ep arat e 

e l ement as in  a d u  a r i ' b e  a fr a i d ' .  I t  i s  s imp l e s t  t o  regard a l l  verb s 

a s  really c ompounds o f  a ri ,  whi ch by  i t s e l f  means ' to do ' ,  and a sub

s t ant i ve bas e , a d u  a ri ' to do a fe a r i ng ' .  In s u c h  an anal y s i s , a te g a ri 

b e come s * a teg I a r i ' to do a g re e t i ng '.  The advant age o f  t h i s  t ype o f  

analys i s ( wh i c h  need not b e  re f l e c t e d  in  the o rt hography ) i s  t hat  a l l  

verb s c an then b e  regarded as o f  one c l as s , i . e .  compounds o f  a ri. C on

sonant chang e s  within t h e  b ody of the verb are frequent , but  t h e s e  can 

b e  treated a s  morphophonemi c variat ions , not invo l ving sub divi s ion of 

t he verb s into s everal c l a s s e s  o r  conj ugat ions . Such subdivi s ion b e 

come s needful a t  only o n e  point . 

2 . 01 . 2 .  A c c o rding l y , t wo subgro up s o f  one verbal t ype wi l l  b e  rec ogni s 

e d  h e re . The ending -a r i  i s  first t o  b e  ab s t ra c t ed from t he sub s t ant ival 

form . Then t wo vari e t i e s  of s t em are l e ft , ( 1) vowe l endings and (2) 

cons onant ending s . Vowel endings are exemp l i fied in pi-a r i  ' g iv e ', e-a r i  

'po k e ' .  Consonant endings appear in g - a ri ' p er c e i v e ' ,  t-a r i  ' sa y ' ,  

a te g a  r i ' g r e e t ' .  The group ending in cons onants  is further s ub divi s i b l e  

i n t o  ( i )  immutab le and ( i i )  mutab le s t em final s ,  e . g .  b u r - a r i  ' di g ' and 

k um b-a r i ' b r i ng ' .  The f o l l owing t ab le s hows t he t yping of Binande re 

verb s :  

STEM-FINAL 

I 
VOWEL CONSONANT 

I 
I 

IMMUTABLE MUTABLE 

There are s ome v e rb s who s e  s t ems  are i rregular , e . g .  a i m b a r i ' go ' > 

a u n sisina  ' h e w e n t  ( Zong ago) ' ,  but in a l l  c a s e s  the person ending s  are 

regular , and even the s t ems  c an largely be a c c ount ed for . 

2 . 02 .  M orphophonemic Changes 

2 . 02 . 1. A s  s t at e d ,  some c ons onant s t em f inal s are mut ab l e , but al l t h e  
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mut at i ons  are morphophonemi c, i . e .  t hey are due t o  t he action o f  sound 

on s o und, and c an be exp lained on a phonemi c basis,  without morpho logic

al impl ications . 

2 . 0 2 . 2 . The principal rule s  whi ch have t o  be  o b s e rved in t he c onj ugation 

of the B inandere ve rb s  are: 

i .  Before the high front vowe l i, dent a l s  are palat al i s e d : d + i > 

j i ,  and t + i > si-, e . g. t - a ri > sis i n a ' h e s a id ' ;  b a d a r i  > b a jid o 

' ha v i ng g rown up ' .  

i i . w b e c omes v ( b i l abial) b e fore front vowe l s ,  b o t h  i and e: a ri > 

a w a te ' y ou a r e  to do ' ( p lur . ); but a ve ( same meaning, alternat ive form); 

p lural imp e rat ive ewa v i ,  not ewaw i .  Before -U-, the -w- di s appear s : 

d a w a r i  'go b y  wa t er ' > d a- u t a n a ,  Past I I . In Korafe t he w - v change 

takes p l a c e  a l s o  b e fore -u-. 

i i i . Chang e s  o f  t he homorganic nasal-p l os i ve c omb i nat ions : 

( a) m b  > m ;  n d  > n. Thi s change t ak e s  place whenever there i s  an n 

in the person ending whi ch i s  added to  the verbal s t em: g u m b-a r i  > g u me N a  

' I  com e ' ,  b u t  g um be t a ' you come ' ;  i n d a r i  ' ea t ' > i n a N a  ' I  s ha l l  e a t ' ,  

but i n d a t a  ' you wi l l  e a t ' .  

( b ) m b  > p. Thi s change t akes pl ace in the Past I I  t ense, when the  

fol lowing vowe l i s  -u - ;  it  may be  asso c iated with redup l ication o f  the  

s t em a l s o  in  Pa s t  IV but  does not  depend on it,  and in the lat t er t en s e  

t he fol l owing vowe l i s  - i -. EXAMPLES : g u m b - a r i  ' come ' > g u p u te n a  ' I  

came ' ;  k u m b-a r i ' b ri ng ' > k u p a n a, P a s t  II;  k u p u  ten a ,  P a s t  IV . In t h e  

former example, g u p u n a  i s  Pa st  I I, b u t  the future i s  g u m a n a  by ru l e  

i ii ( a) above, b e c aus e t h e  ending has -n- . It may prove t hat the  change 

in this s e c ond case  is mo rpho logic al, not j u st  phonemic, like t he o t hers . 

The s ame change t akes  place in t he present form o f  sentence- final I: 

tem b- a r i  ' cro s s  o v e r ' > te pei te, again wit hout as soc iation with - u -.  

( c ) nd  > n j  ( i ). Thi s change o c curs in t he past t en s e  forms, where 

i t  i s  really a s p e c ial case of iii ( a): i n d-a r i  ' e a t ' > i n j -isin a ' h e  

a te ' • 

i v .  The su ffix - r*-: t he - r- b e comes -n- i f  p rec eded b y  a nasal in 

t he s t em of the word t o  which it i s  att ached . 

v .  C ontrac t i on and a s s imilation t ake p lace in  verbs wit h homorganic 

nas a l -p l o s i ve s t em fina l s ,  in s entenc e medial I forms ending in - d o:  

g u m b a- a ri ' come ' > g u n d o; b a m b - a r i  ' go ' > b a u n d o. There are, however, 

s ome a s  y e t  unexp lained exc eptions to this, e . g .  k a tem b - a r i  ' unders t a n d ' �  

t h i n k ' > ko tem bed o . 
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2 . 03 .  Redupl icat ion 

2 . 03 . 1 . Redup l i c at ion o f  t he verb a l  s t em i s  a regular phenomenon in  

the D e fini t e  Past  Tense ( Pa s t  I I I ) . Not a l l  verb s  app e ar t o  b e  subj e c t  

t o  i t , b u t  mo s t  are . Morphophonemic  rul e s  operat e in t h e  pro c e s s e s  o f  

redup l i cat ion a s  t hey d o  e l s ewhere . Thus t -a r i > t e s i t e n a , b e c au s e  

* t e t i t e na would not b e  phonet i c a l l y  po s s ib l e  in t h i s  d i a l e c t . 

2 . 03 . 2 .  Theoret i c a l l y  t h e  redup l i ca t i o n  i s  t hat o f  t he first  s yl l ab l e , 

and t h i s  holds good in  mo s t  c a s e s , e . g .  

j i r - a r i 

wo t -a r i 

v i t -a r i 

j i j i r - i s i n a 

wowo s - i s i na 

v i v i s - i s i na 

There are , however , mod i fi c at ions o f  t h i s  theoret i c al procedure : 

i .  t he - m b- pat t e rn i s  s imp l i fied : 

j i m b -a r i  j i j i m b-e d o  

i i . s t ems cons i s t ing o f  a s ingl e  consonant require a support ing 

vowe l t o  be  ins ert ed : 

t -a r i  t e s- i s i na 

i i i . s t ems ending in a vowe l are variou s l y  treated : 

a .  p i - a r i 

b .  d o - a r i  

p i p i - t e n a  

da d u- r o t e  

2 . 03 . 3 .  Some s t ems are irregular in t hat they redup l i c at e  t he later in

s t ead o f  the earl ier part of the word , e . g .  

a t o p-a r i a t o-papo-s i s i na 

I t  i s  log i c al t o  suspect  that t h e s e  are really compounds , and would theo

ret i c a l l y  b e  writ t e n ,  e . g .  *a t o  p-a r i ,  with a b reak b e t ween t he e l ement s .  

2 . 04 .  Scheme of the Binandere Ver b  

2 . 04 . 1 . T h e  fol lowing t ab le s e t s  o u t  the e l ement s o f  t he verb and t h e  

p a r t s  from whi c h  e a c h  i s  derived . 

(Se e  t ab l e  o n  p a g e  8) 
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POS ITI VE 

I Sentence -
I F ina I 

Sentence 
Medial 

Punctiliar 

Indicative Ha b i-tua I 

Independent I nterroga
tive 

Imperative(s) 

Dependent 
[- a n e  

- a n a t e 

PRESENT 

I. Same Actor___ Past 

II. Changed Actor/ Futu re 

Habitual 

III. SUbstantival Form 

___________ 
�

[ Indicative ( - a e) 

NEGATIVE . 
Imperative(s) 

2 . 05 .  Sys tem of Aspects and Tenses 

3 
"0 

future }; 
Past(s) 

"" 

Present j 
o 
C 
::l 
a. 

2 . 05 . 1 .  Alt hough the Binandere verb has only one voi c e  - Ac t i ve - i t  i s  

divi s i b l e  i n t o  t w o  Aspe c t s  - Pos itive and Negative - and a numb e r  o f  mood 

and t ense forms . The moods are two : Indic ative and Imperat ive . The 

s c heme of t e n s e s  is s omewhat c omp licated . The first  div i sion among t hem 

is tha t  be tween sentenc e - final ( henc e forth c a l led SF) and sentenc e -medial 

( he n c e forth c al led SM) forms . The c ons t ruc t i on of t he u t t eranc e in 

Binandere require s explanation in order that t he s e  two maj or subdivi s i ons 

o f  t e n s e - forms may be understood . 

2 . 05 . 2 .  Eng l i s h  prefers an u t t eranc e arranged paratac t i c al ly , wi t h  a 

numb er o f  ful l  verbs conne c t ed by " and " or some ot her conj ugat ion , e . g .  

' t he man c ame and I spoke t o  him ' . In Binandere the c ons tru ction i s  dif

fe rent . There mus t  be  only one main verb in a sentenc e ; a l l  others are 

subordinated in one way or another , e . g .  

e m b o  m i  g u n d o  t e s i r i g e n a  

man h a ving - aome w h e n - h e  s p o k e  I - h eard him 

Here only the l a s t  verb i s  a ful l form: g - e n a , Present or Col l oquial Past  

o f  g - a r i  ' he a r ' ,  'pe raeive ( b y  a n y  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ) ' ,  1 s t  person s ingu l ar . 

Moreover ,  this  ful l  verb i s  p l ac e d  at  the end of the u t teranc e ;  t herefore 
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it  may be  c alled s entence- final (SF ) .  The S F  forms ch ange t o  expre s s  

all pers ons , t en s e s  and moods , a s  well a s  the t wo Aspe cts . The verb 

g u n do < g u m ba r i ' com e ' expr e s s e s  nothing final ; it  c annot s t and b y  i t 

s elf . I t s  neare st  Engli s h  equivalent i s  ' having come ' .  But i t  also 

impli e s  t hat the s ame a c t o r  w i ll appear again in the next verb , and mak e s  

n o  s t at ement as t o  who t h e  act o r  i s :  t hat mus t  b e  gathered from t h e  

s ubj e c t , here ' em b o  m i ' and t h e  next verb: g u n d o s i s i na ' ha ving come h e  

s p o k e ' ;  g u n do s i t e na ' having come I s p o k e ' ,  et c .  I t  i s  in  t h e s e  las t  

t w o  e x ample s only ' s i s i na' and ' s i t e na' that make it  p o s s ib le t o  det er

mine who c ame . 

2 . 05 . 3 .  The s e c ond verb t e s i r i  < t -a r i ' sp e a k ' i s  als o s entence-medial 

(SM) , but it  impli e s  that a d i fferent a c t o r  i s  to follow : g - e n a  '� 
h e ar d ' .  The neare st  Engli sh would b e  ' he - h aving - sp o k e n  I - h ea r d ' ,  or 

' he spoke a nd I h e ard ' .  Bot h  t h e s e  incomplet e forms are 'sent ence

medial' (SM); type I involves t h e  same actor for b o t h  ac t ions ; t ype II 

i nvolve s a change of actor . 

2 . 05 . 4 .  I n  t h e  following s e c t ions , sentence- final forms will b e  t re at e d  

f i rs t , s entence-med i al forms lat er . 

2 . 05 . 5 . The next subd ivis ion t o  be  made i s  that o f  I ndependent and D e 

pendent . T h i s  c oncerns b o t h  SM and SF forms ; o f  course the sentence

medial are naturally dependent , though not in the s ame sense as that 

under d i s cus s ion at the pre s ent moment . As  the name indi c at e s , I ndepend

ent fo rms c an s t and alone , and form the ma in verb of the s t at ement . D e 

pendent forms , however , m u s t  alway s  be  c oupled with another verb , t hough 

they e i ther precede o r  follow that verb as t he sense require s .  I n  t h e  

s entence 

Awama n e  kakoa e s i t e ra p i a ro t o ra r i ,  edo a i n da d o  da p i a r o  

d u r a ra t e  ( Lk . 5: l8) 

T h e y  l oo k e d  fo r (a way) to m a k e  ( him ) e n t er ,  a nd to p u t  him to l i e  

down b efo r e  him 

t he S F  verb i s  kakoa e s i t e r a ' t h e y  l o o k e d  fo r ' ,  ' t ri e d  to find ' ;  p i a ro 

i s  more like ' t h a t  t he y  mig h t  put ' ,  and t o ra r i i s  the s ub s t ant ive form 

' t o e n t e r '; b o t h  together mean ' ca u s e  him to e n t er ' ,  ' b ring him i n ' ;  

d u ra ra t e  ' t h a t  h e  mig h t  lie down ' .  Both t o ra r i and d u r a ra t e , although 

morphologic ally di fferent , are dependent on p i a r o , and t hat in t urn on 

kakoa e s i t e ra .  S o  the Binandere rule t hat a n  utt eranc e can have o nly 

one s entence- fi nal form ( unle s s  t h i s  i s  c i rcumvented b y  a u s e  o f  ' e d o') 

i s  obeyed . There are many other usages in which t h e s e  d ependent forms 

o c cur , but the use w i t h  p i a r i ' giv e ',  ' p u t ', ' cau s e  t o ' is a very c ommon 

e xample and ent irely t y p i c al .  
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2.05 . 6 .  Person i s  marked b y  a s e t  of suffixes u s ed with very lit t le 

variat i on in all forms of t he sentence-final verb ( of b ot h  t yp e s), and 

in SM I I  forms with change of final vowel.  As t hi s  change of final 

vowel i s  a common phenome non in Binandere, it i s  convenient t o  u s e  a 

s ort of s horthand e xp re s sion by  whi c h  t o  indi cat e a variab le vowel of 

this nat ure,  and here an a s t er i s k  aft er the consonant is u s ed, so t hat, 

e.g. r*  w i ll mean t hat 'forms - r at - r et r i - and - ro are u sed'. A final 

-u oc curs only in one i n s t ance and is not t ransmu t ab le, b ut the other 

f our vowels occur gene rally in such s equenc e s . The person ending s  of 

the  ve rb are t he re fore to be  t ab ulat ed as follows :  

SINGULAR PLURAL 

l. inel. - n *  

l. exel. - n *  - r *  

2 .  - t * - - s i  -W'� - - v i  

3. - r *. - n * - r *  

The third pe rson s ingular i s  usually - r * ,  but be come s - n * in Dep end

ent forms and c e rt ain of the Independent forms ,  e . g .  Fut ure t ense . *  

2 . 05 . 7 .  The vowels added to these  personal suffixes are: 

E X A M P L E S: 

- a  S t at ement s,  sentence-final Independent . 

-e St atement s,  SF. Dependent . 

- i  Interrogat ive, all forms,  and some SM . 

- 0  Sentence final, dependent . 

- a :  e - n - a 'I do ' ;  e - s i t e - n - a  'I did ' ( de finit e past ) ;  a - n - a  'I sha l l  

d o ' 

- e: a - n - e  ' l e t  m e  do ', ' I  may do ' ;  a - r - a - t e  ' l e t  him do ' 

- i : t - e t e - n - i ' did I say ? ' ;  t - e -o- s i ' do you ( ha bi t u a l ly )  s ay ? ' 

-0: t - a - n -o ga t a  ' wh e n  I spe a k  y o u  wi l l  h e a r ' .  In c ertain persons 

- i  is used in these SM forms inst ead of -

* The author long hesitated whether to include a Realis-Irrealis distinc

tion in Binandere, on the ground of this particular type of variation, 

but decided that the distinction Independent-Dependent was more produc-

tive . 
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2 . 06 .  Vowel s Added to Stems 

2 . 06 . 1 . In 2 . 01. 2 .  i t  was shown that the s t em o f  a Binandere verb i s  

ob t ained b y  removing the -a r i  whi ch marks t h e  s ub s t ant ival form. This 

s t em , howev e r ,  i s  not y e t  re ady for use wi t h  person endings.  I t  needs 

a l inking vowe l o f  s ome kind t o  conne ct i t  w i t h  t ho s e  endings .  This 

vowe l varies , a s  does  the final vowe l added aft er t he p e rson s ign. The 

vowe l s  t hat are used a s  c onne c t ing links b etween t he s t em and t he p erson 

endings v ary somewhat with the t en s e s  and other form s , but t he fo l l owing 

t ab le summari s e s  the u s e s :  

i .  -e- - - i -

ii.  - a-

iii. -a- - - 0 -

iv. - 0 -

E XA M P LES: 

i .  -e- - - i -: 

i i .  -a-: 

iii.  - a - - - 0-: 

iv. -0-

SF forms , non- fut ure. 

Fut ure , and c ertain past form s .  

Dependent forms. 

Hab i tual forms , D ependent or I ndependent. 

t-a r i  'say ' > t-e- n a  'I  say ' ;  s- i - s i - n a  'I s aid 

( s ome tim e  b a c k) '. The - i - form mark s cert ain 

o f  the past t ens e s . 

t-a r i  'say ' > t-a-n-a ' I  s ha l l  s ay ' ;  kum b- a r i  

'bring ' > ku p-a n-a 'broug h t  ( y e s t e rday) ' .  

t-a r i  'say ' > t-a-n-e ' l e t  me say ' ;  a r i  'do ' > o r e 

' l e t  him do ' .  

U sually in comb inat ion wi t h  -e-: t-a r i  ' s a y ' > 

t-e-o- n-a 'I u su a l l y say ' ;  t-e-o- s i ' do y o u  

u s u a l l y s ay? ' ;  i t -a r i  'remain ' > i t -o- t a  ' y o u  

s h a l l rem ain ( a l wa y s) ' .  

N othing has been s aid in t his conc erning Imp erat i ve s , whi ch have 

forms pe culiar to t hems e l ve s . The s ame remark app l i e s  a l s o  to t h e  

Negative Aspect . 

2 . 07 .  Verbal  Compounds 

2 . 07 . 1 .  Verb al expre s s ions in  Binandere may b e  eit her s imp l e  or  c om

p o und. A simp le verb cons i s t s of only one form , e. g. gu p a t a n a  ' I  c am e  

( y e s t er day) ; compound verb s consist  o f  t wo expres sions or  even t hree. 

Of  t h e s e  c ompound verb s there are two sort s .  One is s emantic in t h e  

s e nse t hat each verb carri e s  i t s  ful l  fo rce and the t wo m a y  b e  s eparat ed, 

e . g. ku n do g u m b a r i  'bring ', lit. ' h a ving - ta k e n  c om e ' .  Each verb can b e  

u s ed i ndependent ly o f  t he o t her. In the o t her t ype of c ompound , each 

verb may i ndeed appear independ ent ly , but t he t wo are u s ed together t o  
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e xp re s s  a m o di fication o f  t h e  ac t ion exp re s sed by  t h e  fir s t  one , a s  

regards i t s  kind o r  durat ion . I n  t h i s  s en s e  i t  i s  j us t i fi ab le t o  

s p e ak o f  auxi l iary verb s . The c ommone s t  o f  t h e s e  auxi li ari e s  i s  a r i  

' t o  do ' ,  but t here are others , such as j i r a r i  ' ao n tinu e ' ,  i t a r i  ' re

m ai n ' .  T hu s :  

i s  i rn a  a r i 

a d u  a r i  

' dw e l l  p ermane n t l y  in a p la a e ' 

a d u  a r i  j i r a r i  

, b e  afraid ' ,  l i t . ' do a fearing ' 

' b e  in a s t a t e  o f  fear ' 

a n urn b a r i  ' si t  down ' > a n urn b e d o  i t a r i  ' rem ain s e a t e d ' 

I t  wi l l  b e  not i c e d  t hat a r i  and j i r a r i  c an b e  c ombi ned , as in  t h e  

s e c ond e xamp l e . 

(in t h e  b u s h ) ' .  

Comp are al so: F r a n k  p e p e t a  e i r i  j i r i r a 'Frank i s  l o st 

At the s ame t ime t h e s e  verb s here u s ed as auxi liari e s  

c an b e  independent : rnu i a  j i r i r a ' how dark i t  is ' ,  imp lying that it  re

mai ns s o  for an appreciab le spac e of t ime ; i j i du d urno e i r i ' wh a t  a ao o l  

day i t  is ' .  

2.07.2. The u s e s  o f  t h e s e  auxi l iari e s  varies  from the vi ewpoint o f  

synt ax.  j i r a r i  requires  normally a SM I I  t ype verb in front o f  i t :  

a d u  e n o  j i r i r a ' I  a m  i n  a sta t e  o f  fear ' ;  a d u  e t o  j i r i r a ' y o u  a r e  in a 

s t a t e  o f  fea r ' ;  a d u  e i r i  j i r i r a ' h e o r  s h e  i s  in a s t a t e  o f  fe a r ' .  

j i r i r a i s  t he 3rd person s i ngular Pre s ent , u s ed impersona l l y , ' I  b eing 

fe arfu l i t  remains ' .  Other t enses  are then shown by a change of b o t h  

verb s :  

Pas t  III 

Future 

Habitual 

a du e n o  j i j  i r i s i n a 

a d u  e i a no j i n a i n a 

a d u  e i rno no j i j i r ev i r a 

2.07.3. A further po s s ib l e  comb ination i s  with SM I Pre s ent + SM II 

Pre s ent + j i r i r a: bu n d a r i  ' bind ' > b u n d e i t e e n o  j i r i r a ' I  am in p r o c e ss 

of binding ' ;  o r  SM I Past + SM II Pre s ent + j i r i r a ,  as i n d a r i  ' e a t ' > 

i n j i d o e no j i r i r a ' ha ving e a t e n  w h e n - I- do i t  r emains ' ,  i . e .  ' I  am in a 

s t a t e  o f  h a ving finished e a ting ' ,  'my mea l is o v e r ' .  So wit h a n u rn b a r i  

' si t ': a n u m b e d o  e n o  j i r i r a ' I  am remaining s e a t ed '; Past t e ns e ,  a n u m b e d o  

i t e n o  j i j i r i s i n a. A further examp l e  given by  Copland King is: m a i e i .-wa 

b o u w a  a b u  da  i s i r i  j i r i r a ' t his b o y  dwe l l s ( habitua l ly )  in the aav e ' .  

The s imp l e  pres ent t e n s e  o f  j i r a r i , functioning independent l y , i s  s een , 

e . g. i n  m a n g u ro b o r o ko j i r a  ' t h e  doo r  i s  now shut ' .  

2.07.4. Another verb u s ed b ot h  independent ly and as auxi liary i s  

a w a r i  ' li e  down ' , a s  in j a t ao a wa r i ' to lie a s l e ep '.  The c onjugation 

of this verb is comp l i c at e d  by  t he number o f  morphophonemic modi fica

t ions t hat enter into i t . 
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2 . 0 8 .  Suppl ementary N otes: T he Verbal Stems 

2 . 0 8 . 1 .  Di ffi c u l t y  ari s e s  in t he conj ugat ion o f  t h e  Binandere verb 

b ecause more t h an one s t em i s  found - di fferent forms and t e n s e s  are 

derived from different s t ems . I t  i s  not e a s y  t o  work out a c o ns i st e nt 

s eries o f  s t ems , but t h e  fo l l owing sugge s t ions are made t ent ativ e l y . 

T y p e  I :  One s t em only . This i s  found with verb s  who s e  s t em ends in 

a vowe l : p i -a r i  ' giv e ' .  

T y p e  I I: Two s t ems . 

( a ) t-a r i  ' sa y ' :  t e- - s i -. Here the c hange i s  pure l y  morphophonemi c ,  

and might b e  c la s s e d  as a sub -group o f  I .  

( b )  a w-a r i  ' lie down ': a w  - au . Again morphophonemi c a l l y  d e t e rmine d ,  

but t he a w- can undergo simi lar changes . 

( c )  b a m b-a r i  ' g o ' :  b a m b - - b au n t- .  The chang e s  are in part morpho

l ogical . 

T yp e  I I I: Three s t ems . 

( a ) gum b - a r i  ' come ' :  gum b - - gup- - gun- . The s e  are p art ly morpho-

phonemi c ,  part ly morphologi cal . 

( b )  g-a r i  ' p e rc eiv e ' :  g e- - gi- - go- . 

2 . 0 8 . 2 .  The next pro b l em t hat ari s e s  i s  t hat o f  t he distribution o f  

t enses  among the various s t ems . I t  does n o t  ari s e , o f  cours e , wit h  

verb s  o f  Type I ,  but only with t he other two t y pe s . I n  Typ e I I ( a ) , t h e  

c hange o f  s t em ari s e s  only when t - i s  fo l lowed immediat e l y  by  - i - , when 

it natura l l y  b e c omes 5- . Ot herwi s e  t here is no problem . 

Type I I ( b ) . In the example above s t em ( i )  is a w -/am-/ a v- acc ording 

t o  i t s  envi ronment , by t he rule s already given . S t em ( ii )  au- i s  u s ed 

when a consonant imme diat ely follow s , and so  i s  found , e . g .  SM I Past , 

a u-d e ;  Past I I , au- t a n a , e t c . Henc e under a w- s t em fal l : Pre s ent , 

P a s t  I ,  Future , P a s t  IV , Hab itu al , SM I Pre s ent , Prohib i t ive , SM II 

forms . The remainder under s t em ( i i ) . 

Type I I ( c )  has s imilarly t wo s t ems , whi ch are in part morphophonemic 

ally governed , so  t hat b a m b - be comes b a m- when a nasal i s  pres ent in t h e  

s u ffix , as in  b a m-a n a  'I s ha l l  g o" , b am-e n a  'I w e n t ' ( Pa s t  IV ) . I f  a 

cons onant fo l l ow s t he s t em immediat e l y , b au n t - i s  u s ed , b e coming b au n s

b e fore - i - ; befo re t he -do o f  SM I past t h e  - t  i s  e l iminat ed , giving 

b aun-do. Hence under s t em I fal l  t he Pres ent , Future , Imp erat ive , 

Past  I ( ? ) ,  SM I Future , SM II( ?) , SM IV , and t he Hab i tual forms . 

Type I I I ( a ) invol v e s  three s t ems . I n  gum b- , t he alt ernat e gum- i s  

u s e d  when t he s u f fix contains a nasal ; and gumb- - gum- i n  t h e  t en s e s  

where -e- o r  - a - i s  found as a l inking vowel ( and o f  course - 0 - o f  
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Hab i t ual ) ,  i . e .  Pres ent , Past I ,  Fut ure , S M  I Future , SM I I, Hab itual;  

g u p- is  u s ed where a l inking v owe l - u - is  found , and �o in Past I I ,  

Past  I I I ,  SM I cont inuous ( and also  SM I Pre s ent , g u p e i t e 'coming' , a s  

w e l l  as g u p u m e n e ) . T h e  form g u n - i s  u s e d  where t here i s  no l inking 

vow e l  at al l ,  and so  in SM I Past , g u n-do. Thi s form i s ,  however , un

r e l i ab le . This b u nd-a r i  ' bind ' ,  gives  b ud - (- b u j - b e fore - i -) , a s  in 

b u j i t e n a , Past I I I ,  'I b o u n d ' ,  but qui t e  unexp e c t edly gives  SM I Past 

b u nd edo ' ha ving b o u nd ' .  See not e  b elow on SM I Pa st  format ion . 

Type I I I ( b )  has been found so  far only with g-a r i  ' p e rceiv e ' ,  a l 

t hough o n e  or t wo ot her verbs do show -0- where i t  i s  n o t  norma l l y  

found . g -a r i  g i v e s  t he f o l l owing arrangement : 

g e - /g a-

Present 

Future 

SM I Future 

Imperative (a ) 

Pas t  I 

g i -

SM I Past 

Imperative ( b )  

2.09. Note on SM I ( Past) Formation 

go-

SM I Pre sent 

Past I I I  

Habi tual 

Dependent 

Past I I  

Past IV (?) 

2.09.1. The end i ng here i s  -do. A few verb s  u s e  - m a  in p l a c e  o f  i t , 

but the reason for t hi s  i s  st i l l  unknown . Th e fol lowing rul e s  r e l a t e  

t o  t he v owe l prece ding -do . 

i .  N o  vowel at a l l ,  in st ems who s e  root ends in a nasal c omb i nat i on 

or -w: 

g u m b a r i  

b am b a r i  

a w a  r i 

g u ndo 

b a u ndo 

a udo 

I f, however , the root c ontains t wo or more s y l l abl e s ,  t h i s  abbrevia

t ion doe s not t ake place , and the normal vowe l - e- is inserted : 

ko t em b a r i  k ao t em b edo 

a n um b a r i  a n u m b edo 

A l s o , b u n ad - a r i  > b u nd-edo , unexpec t e dly . 

i i . The normal l i nking vowel i s  - e - , i . e .  the fo rm b e l ongs t o  s t em I 

i n  mul t ip le s t ems , unle s s  ot herw i s e  d e t e rmined: 

a r i  > edo 

t a r i  > t edo 

w a t a r i  > wo t edo 

a j i j i g  a r i  > a j i j i g edo 

wa r e r e g a r i  > w a r e r e g edo 

b a w a  r i > b a v edo 

i i i . If t h e  s t em vowel is -i- or -U-, the same vow e l  i s  u s ed as a 



l i nk ing vow e l  b y  a rule o f  vowel harmony : 

s i r- a r i  > s i r i do 

i n d-a r i  > i n j i do 

i n g-a r i  > i n g i do 

d u r-a r i  > d u r u d o 

There are a few e x c ept ions t o  t h i s  rul e , e . g .  t here i s  no apparent 

reason for g-a r i  > g i do; and do - a r i  g i v e s  dodo as we l l  as doedo. 

2.10. Moods and Tenses 

15 

2.10.1. The Negat ive A sp e c t  pos s e s s  only Indi cat ive and Imperat ive 

Mood s . The P o s i t ive Aspect contains Ind i cat ive and Hort at ive Mood s , and 

the Impe rat ive forms are to be regarded only as a subd i v i s ion o f  t he 

lat t er . The Past t e n s e  d i s t i ngu i s hes various degr e e s  o f  t ime , wh i c h  w i l l  

here b e  marke d  as P a s t  I u p  t o  Past IV . 

2.10.2. An important d i s t inc t ion was made b y  the  Reverend Copland King 

i n  no t es on which S . H .  Ray bas ed his grammar sket ch in volume I I I  of t h e  

R e po�t� 0 6  t h e  Anth�o polo g ieal E x pedition t o  To ��e� St� ait� , where o n  

page 3 7 0  h e  s t at e s : " There are t w o  forms wh i ch Mr . King d i s t i ngu i she s a s  

' p res ent s t at e '  and ' pr e s ent ac t i on'.  F o r  t he first -e- , and for t h e  

s ec ond -e t e- i s  inserted b e fore the person endings . The s e  b e c ome -e s i 

i n  t h e  3 rd p e rs o n  s i ngular and - i - in the 3 rd plural . "  I n  the  l a t e r  

grammar ( 1 9 2 7 ) , Mr K i ng g iv e s  t h e s e  and s imilar forms for ot her t en s e s  

t han t h e  Pre s ent , but  wit hout ment i on of any d i s t inc t ion between t hem . 

Wh i le the  mat t e r  requires further inve s t igat ion , i t  wi ll  b e  here t aken 

t hat t h e  o riginal d i s t inc t i on was c o rrec t , and " st at iv e "  and " a c t ive " 

forms w i l l  b e  d i s t ingui shed wh ere ne c e s sary . 

2.10.3. The primary Indi cat ive t ens e s  in Bi nandere are P r e s ent , Past  

and Future , but the Past i s  subd ivided as s t at ed . The  r e s u l t ant forms 

are b e s t  referred t o  by numb er , and the s c heme of t ens e s  in the I nd icat 

i v e  o f  the  SF i s  t he r e fore : 

Pre s ent : 

Pas t  I :  

Pas t  I I :  

t-e- n a  ' I  s a y" ( Stat . ) ; t-e t e- n a  (Ac t . )  

Imme d i a t e  Past , r e ferring t o  act ion e arl i er in the  day : 

t-e t e- n a  ' I  s a i d ' ( as t h i s  morning ) . I t  d o e s  not s e em t o  

b e  p o s s ib l e  t o  d i s t ingu i s h  b etween t h i s  and the  Pre s ent 

A c t ive ex cept by c ontext . 

A " ye s t erday " Past : a n u b-a t a- n a  ' I  s a t ' ( Ac t . ) ; i s- i t a-n a 

' I  s ta y e d ' .  A s t at iv e  - a n a  form i s  a l s o  found . 

Pas t  I I I : A d e f init e Past , o f  any per iod l onger ago t han y e s t erday: 

b a u n s i s i n a 'I w e n t ' ;  s i u t a n a  'I s a i d ' .  
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Pas t  IV: 

Future :  

A far Past t ens e , u s e d  i n  h i s t o r i c  narrat ives . It i s  re

markab l e  in that this is the  only t ense  in the  l anguage 

t hat does  not u s e  a l l  the  s e t  o f  person endings found i n  

o t her t ens e s ; i n  the  1 s t  s i ngu lar and 1 st p lural inc l u s i v e  

i t  h a s  -em a ,  and in t h e  1 st s ingu lar vari ant s -e tema,  

-e i m a, -um a. 

t - a n a  'I s ha l l  s ay ' .  Confu s ion b etween t h i s  and P a s t  I I  

i s  avo ided b y  u s ing d i fferent s t ems  i n  eac h ,  e . g .  g u p u t a n a  

'I eame ' ,  but g u m a i n a 'I s ha l l  eome ' .  I n  some i n s t anc e s  

a l s o  3rd s i ngular Past I I  has -u t a r a :  g u p t a r a ' h e  eame ', 

g um a i n a 'he wi l l  eome' . 

2.10.4. The s e  are the  t en s e s  of t he Indicat ive Mood , Independent SF . 

The o t h e r  Moods usual ly  carry as far as s e n s e  perm i t s  the  d i v i s i o n  int o 

Pas t , Pre s ent and Future , but t he Past i s  not u sual l y  subdivided . Int e r

rogat i v e  forms can b e  manu fact ured by t h e  normal change o f  fina l  -a t o  

- i . 

2.10.5. I f  t h e  r u l e s  given in 2.05.6 . •  2.05.7. and 2.06. are app l i ed , 

t h e  forms o f  the verb a r i 'do ' result  as fo l l ows in the  variou s Ind i c a t 

ive t e ns e s : 

Pre s ent Stative : l .  

l .  

2 .  

Pre sent Act ive : l .  

l .  

2.  

3 .  

inc l . 

e x c l .  

inc l . 

ex c l .  

SINGULAR 

e n a  

e i r a 

e t e n a  

e te t a  

e s i r a 

Pas t I: same as Present Active . 

Pas t  II Stative : l. 

l .  

2 .  

3 .  

Pas t II Active : l .  

l .  

2 .  

3 .  

incl. 

e x c l .  

incl. 

ex c l . 

a n a  

a t a  

ev i r a 

a t a n a  

a t a t a  

e tev i r a 

PLURAL 

e n a  

e r a  

e r a  

e t e n a 

e te r a  

e t ewa 

e t e r a  

a n a  

a r a  

a w a  

a r a  

a t a n a  

a t a r a 

a t aw a  

a t a  r a  



Pas t  I I I : l .  inc l .  

l .  ex c l . 

2 .  

3 .  

Past IV : l .  i n c l . 

l .  ex c l . 

2 .  

3 .  

Future : l .  i n c l . 

l .  e x c l . 

2 .  

3 .  

SINGULAR 

e s i t e na 

e s i t e t a 

e s i s i ra 

PLURAL 

e s i t e na 

e s i t e ra 

e s i t ewa 

e s i t e ra 

ema 

ema (e t e ma) e ra 

a t a  awa 

ena ewa 

a n a  

ana a ra 

a t a  awa 

a i na a ra 
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2.10.6. The re is no call  for detailed examp l e s  of t he u s e s  of t h e s e  

t e n s e  forms . They i l l ust rat ed in al l the  e x amp l e s  g i v e n  t hroughout t hi s  

grammat i cal s ke t ch . Some comment is  needed , howev e r , t o  make c l ear which 

o f  d i fferent p o s s i b l e  fo rms are u s e d . In ge ne ral , t he st em u s e d  as a 

b a s e  t o  which the s e  suffi x e s  are added i s  d e t e rmined b y  t he morphophonemic 

l aw s  already given . The Past III fo rms pres ent t h e  mo st  varie t y , and re

dup l i c at ion i s  very common in t h e s e  ( s e e  2.03.1. and 2.03.2.). The forms 

of Past I I  are in general cove red by 2 . 02 . 2 . i i i .  Where there is l ik e ly 

t o  b e  c onfl i c t , the  Fut ure takes the  s imp l e  root , t h e  Past I I  the  in

fle c t e d  root . 

2. 10.7. Pas t I I Form a t ion 

Pa s t  I I  fo rms p re s e nt a numb er of apparent irregu l ar i t i e s  in  s t em , and 

t he avai l ab l e  mat erial does not permit them t o  b e  entire ly c le ared up . 

The sugge s t ions t hat c an b e  made at t h i s  st age are the  fo l lowing : 

i .  S imp le  vowel b a s e s  add the end i ng s : p i - a r i > p i t ena 'I g a v e ' .  I n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  root a r i > - i - u t ana . With t h i s  s i u t ana 'I s aid ' ,  from 

t -a r i ,  agre e s , but there is a l s o  an examp l e  s i t ana, fo r whi ch s e e  i i . 

i i . S ingle  consonant b a s e s  add t he end i ngs , med iat ed b y  a vowe l , 

whi ch i s  det ermi ned by t he po s i t ion of t he cons onant in  the  mout h ;  a front 

c on s onant t ak e s  - i -, a back c onsonant -0-: 

t - a r i  > s i - t ana 'I said ' 

g - a r i > g - o- t ana ' I  p e r c eiv e d ' 

i i i . Mono s y l l ab i c  b a s e s  vary ac cording as t o  whe t he r  t h e ir final con

sonant is mut ab l e  or not . A nasal c omb ina t i o n  i s  s imp l ifi ed , as in  2.02., 
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and the linking vowel harmoni s e s  w i t h  that of the b a s e  as in : 

k u m b - a ri > k u p - u - tana 

g u m b - a ri > g u p - u - t a n a  

'I broug h t ' 

'I came ' 

I f  t h e  p r e c e ding vowel i s  an -a - ,  the consonant vani shes and a nasal

i s e d  d ipht hong re sult s :  

bam b-a ri > bau- tana , I w e n t ' 

i v .  A d i s y llab i c  b a s e  d o e s  not resolve a nasal comb inat i on , if t h e  

example s a r e  corre c t : a n u m b - a r i  > a n b u t a n a  'I s a t  down ' .  A fi nal - w  in 

any c a s e  b ehav e s  like  a final - m b , as in  

daw-a r i > dau - t ana ' I  cro s s ed ' ,  

but w i t hout na s ali s at ion . Howeve r ,  aw-a r i > ave tana ' I  l a y  down ' re

quires explanat i on . 

2.10.8. Past I I I  Formation 

T h i s  i s  the  t en s e  in wh ich redupli c at ion oc curs , as out lined in  

2.03.2. I t  i s  t o  b e  not ed that such re dupli cation s e ems t o  b e  lim i t ed 

t o  mono sy llab ic  s t ems , whet her a vowel or consonant i s  final . S e e  t h e  

e x ample s given in 2.03.2. In some c a s e s  both redupli c at ed and s imple 

form s are found , e . g .  pi-a ri > pipit e n a ,  p i t e na ' I  g a v e ' .  Of t he non

redupli c at ed fo rm s the following are to be no t ed : 

a ri > e si t e na 

t -a ri > s i t e n a 

g - a ri > g-o-s i t e n a  

, I d i d ' 

' I  s a i d ' 

' I  p er c e i v ed ' 

The s e  an swer the pat t e rn found in Past I I . Muc h the  s ame applie s  t o  

other non- redupli c at ing verb s , generally with the s t em mod ifi cat i o n s  

found in Past  I I . EXAMPLES : 

aw-a ri > au - t e n a 

bam b -a r i > bau s -i t e na 

, I lay do wn ' 

'I wen t ' 

But e r -a ri > e ro ri- t e na 'I s t o o d  up ' supplie s  a somewhat i rregular t yp e  

o f  redupli c at ion . 

2.10.81. The common element in  all c a s e s  i s  the  - t e na suffi x . Copland 

K i ng g i v e s  as marks of Past I I I  t h e  following fiv e  ending s : 

-e s i t ena - si t e n a - i t e n a -j i t e na - t e n a  

Some of t h e s e  are obviously part of t he s t ems  of t h e  v erb s from wh i c h  

he  h a s  a b s t r a c t e d  them , e . g . - j  i t e na where -j - i s  t h e  modifi c a t i on o f  - d

( i n  t e rms of 2.03.1.), as in inda ri > in j i t e n a  'I a t e '. The data s e em 

t o  point t o  t h e  following t ent at ive analy s i s : 
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i i . -e- i s  found where t h e  v erb i s  t o  b e  regarded as a compound of 

a r i , actually or analogi cal l y , for a r i  > es i t ena . Some of the  analo g i e s  

may b e  fal s e , b ut o f  course t h ey are s t i l l  quit e  real . 

i i i . - u - i s  fo und b y  vowel harmony when the  vowel of t he root is  

-u-: g u p u-, k u p u -, e t c . 

i v .  - 0 - i s  found in  g -a r i , as u sual . 

v .  I n  a nasal c omb inat ion or a final -w the proc edure i s  as i n  

P a s t  I I , b u t  there a r e  some unexp lained exc ept ions t o  the  rul e . In t h e  

c a s e  of b a d-a r i > b a b o j - i t ena ' I  g r e w  up ' ,  t here i s  irregu l ar redupl i c a

t ion . I n  b a m b - a r i  > b aus- i t ena the theore t i c a l  int e rmed iat e form i s  un

doub t e d l y  * b a un d- i t ne a, for the SF I fo rm is b a un d o . 

2.11. I nterroga tive Forms 

2.11.1. I n  2.05.7. i t  was shown t hat int e rrogat ive fo rms can b e  made b y  

chang ing final - a  t o  - i , obey ing t he morphophonemic ru l e s  t hat - t a  > -s i 

and -wa > -v i .  The se  forms can b e  made t o  cover all  the t en s e s  of the  

I ndi cat i ve . There are  a few irregulari t i e s  wh ich are  found in  t he 

Int errogat ive , e . g .  Pres ent A c t ive 3rd s i ng . "  theoret i c a l l y  ,"-e t i r i  b e 

c ome s actual ly  not only - es i r i  b u t  some t imes - i r i .  

2.11.2. B e s i d e s  ind i c at ing que st ion , e . g . g an i  ' s ha l l  I s e e? ' ,  t he 

Int e rrogat ive i s  somet imes u s ed a l so in a dub itat ive s en s e : Copland K i ng 

g i v e s  as e x amp l e s  v i t en i  'I s ho u l d  come up ' ;  wa o t en i  'I s hou l d  go down '; 

g um en i  'I s hou l d  come ' and p i en i  'I s ho u l d  g iv e ' .  The suffix -ko t o  b e  

dealt w i t h  i n  2.11.3. s e ems t o  imp ly t h i s  meaning o f  t h e  - i  form s as i t s  

b as e . 

2.11.3. Here again there is  one exc ept ional form , v i z . ,  Far Past  

( Pa s t  IV)  3rd s i ng .  ends  in  - u: enu? ' did h e  do? ': G o d  r o  enu? 'w h a t  d i d  

God d o? ' ;  s a k a r a m en t a  nand o g o  E k ales i a  d a  Ke r i so m i  t enu? ' ho w  many 

s acram e n t s  d i d  Ch r i s t  ordain i. n His C h u r c h? ' .  

2.11.4. The I n t e rrogat ive form i s  u s ed t o  ask  que st ions , and may b e  fol 

l owed b y  t h e  i n t e rrogat ive part i c le t a o  I f  there i s  no  verb , t a  i s  ob l i

gat ory , o t h e rw i s e  i t  i s  opt ional and not widely u s e d . E XAMPLE S: Go d 

t am ond e t a? ' are t h e r e  t hr e e  Go ds? ' ; Go d i m o g o t e v i r i  t a? ' ca n  God 

( ha b i t u a l ly )  s e e  y o u? ' ;  but g es i ?  ' do y o u  s e e? ' .  The I n t errogat ive forms 

are u s e d  even if there i s  a l ready a natura l l y  int errogat ive word in  t h e  

s e n t e nc e : i mo a w a  i nd a  ang o g as i ?  ' from w h e r e  w i l l  y o u  s e e  h im? ' .  

2.11.5. Suffixing - k o  t o  Present I nterrogative 

The s uffi x  - k o  can b e  added t o  the  Pres ent Int errogat i v e . I n  t h i s  
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c a s e  t he 3 rd s ingular -e i r i  b ec omes -e i ,  giving -ei ko. Thi s comb ined 

form t he n  expre s s e s  a negat ive des ire o r  o rder : u go roba i n de i ko ' he i s  

n o t  t o  dri n k  s t ro ng drin k ' ;  r o  ro r a e  be i ae n a  mi e r i ko, e do r o  a du a r i  

d a  tumbe r i ko ' e vi l t hing s l e t  u s  no t do , a n d  i n t o  dang e r s  l e t  me n o t  

run ' .  The u t t e rance may b e  st rengt hened b y  means o f  non g a ! ' b y  no 

m e a n s ' :  non g a ! t e s i ko ' y ou mu s t  c e r t ain l y  no t say ' ;  no n g a ! pe rove t a  

a i n d a  n a s i d a  m a i m i  kumbe r i ko ' a  p rophe t in his own c o u n t ry peop l e  wi l l  

c e r t ai n l y  n o t a c c ep t ' .  

2.11.51. From this deho rtat ive and denying funct ion t he - ko pas s e s  over 

i n t o  t he me an ing ' l e s t ' :  Lk . 5 : 3 6, no o n e  s ews new c l o t h  o n  t o  o l d ,  t e k a  

no n g a ! m a tu de d a d a  e r i ko, ' l e s t  t h e  n e w  t e a r  away t h e  o ld ' ,  o r  pours 

n ew win e into o l d s ki n s ,  w a i n a teka a i n t a  m a tu da  ve reuge i ko, ' l e s t  h e  

p o u r  o u t  t h e  n ew wine from t h e  o l d s kin ' .  

2.12. Dependen t Form 

2.12.l. The Dependent form sub s t itut es  -e for - a  o f  t he Independent 

p e rs onal e nd ings . Like the forme r ,  i t  has A c t ive and Stative forms , b u t  

mak e s  n o  dis t i n c t i o n  o f  t ens e . The endings t h e re fore are : 

I II 

S ingu lar 1 .  - a ne - a n a te 

2 .  - a te - a t a te 

3 .  - a re - a r a te 

Plural 1 .  incl . - a ne - a n a te 

1 .  exc l .  -o re -0 ro t e 

2 .  - a ve - a w a te 

3 .  -0 re -o ro t e  

W i t h  t he e x c e p t ion o f  t he 1 s t  plural e x c l . ,  the s e  are  mod i fi cat ion s  

o f  t he F uture t e n s e  end ing s , i . e .  t he y  repre s ent r e a l l y  a Dependent 

Fut ure . The s e c ond s e r i e s  looks l i ke t he Plain Future endings w i t h  t e, 

t he s t em o f  t - a r i  , , . 
say , t. . e .  ' I  w i l l  do i t ,  say ' ,  ' l e t  m e  do i t ' .  Ana-

logo us cons t ruct ion is t o  b e  found in  o t he r  areas , inc luding Nort h W e s t  

Aus t ra li a .  The s e  forms are used only in t he P o s i t ive ; i n  t he Negat ive a 

s ub s t itut e cons truct ion ha s t o  b e  found . 

2.12.2. There i s  a l s o  a Fut ure D ependent formed o c cas iona l l y  b y  t he ad

d i t i o n  of - r* (2.19.1.) to t he Past I I I  forms , e . g .  gos i te n a ne ' l e t  u s  

s e e ' ( Lk . 2 : l 5 ) , and a Hab i t ual form i n  whi c h  -0- replaces  -a - i n  t he 

firs t s yl lab l e  o f  t he suffix . Two examp l e s  o f  t hi s  o c cur i n  t he Bene

d i c t u s : pe rove t a  tedo o re 'you s ha l l  b e  a prop h e t ' ( fu l l  t ime o c c upat i on ) 

( Lk . l : 7 6 )  and i n  v .  7 7 , edo a i n d a  embo t o r a r i  ewa s i  go re ' an d  m e n  



s a l v a t i o n  do ( a n d )  t h e y  s ha l l  s e e  i t  ( p e rman e n t l y )  ' . 

2.12.3. The u s e s  of t h e  Dependent are : 

2 1  

( a )  Hortat ive , e xpre s s ive o f  a d e t e rmined purp o s e  a s  y e t  unfulfi l le d : 

a m o  Ba d a  d a  j i s i  d a  b a d a r e  ' h e s ha l l  g o  b e fo r e  t h e  fa c e  o f  t h e  L o r d ' 

( Lk . l : 15 ) , k ae b a m ane ' l e t ' s  go ' ( L k . 2 : 15 ) ;  m and e wo t ana t e  ' wi l l  y o u  com e 

in t h e  canoe? ' ;  s i ng a  i t o d e  t e  b a m b a r e, Ba d a  ' L o rd ,  now y o u  may l e t  y o u r  

s er v a n t  dep a r t ' ( Lk . 2 : 3 9 ) ,  l i t . ' sp e a k  and h e  s ha l l  g o ' ;  nang a a un d o  

nene i g a ne ' l e t ' s  g o  and l o o k  for mo re ' .  

( b )  Expre s s ion of consequence , as the  s e c o nd e l ement of two verb s , im

mediat e l y  fo l lowing e a ch o t he r ,  and b o t h  SF ( a  comb inat ion that c annot 

otherw i s e  o c cur ) : t es i r i  g o r o t e  ' w h e n  he s p o k e  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  h e a r ' .  

S e e  s everal examp l e s  in  Lk . 4 : 18- l 9 , e . g .  t ano g o ro t e ' t h a t  w h e n  I s p e a k  

t h e y  m a y  h e ar ' .  T h e  u s e  of t a r i  fo l l owed b y  some form o f  g a r i  i s  the  

regular B inandere i diom for ' t e l l ' .  

( c )  Some t imes fo r the Imperat ive . Copl and King's examp le i s  n i a o 

a t a t e  ' m a k e  a fire ' .  Thi s s e ems t o  b e  c h i efl y  nort he rn . 

2.13. Suffixes to the Dependent 

2.13.1. There are two suffi x e s  commonly added to t he Dependent form of 

t he verb , viz . , - t a e  and - k a e . The s e c o nd i s  the  N egat ive of t h e  fi r s t ,  

t he fir s t  expr e s s ing a w i s h  o r  purpo s e , the  s e cond negat iving i t , and 

providing t he only avai lable form of Negat ive Dependent . 

i .  - t a e: The end ing - t a e  i s  added t o  the  Dependent form t o  e xpr e s s  a 

w i s h  o r  purpose , e . g .  na b a m a ne t a e  'I w i s h  o r  i n t end t o  g o ' ;  n a k a r e  k u m b o

r e t a e  ' w e  are t o  t a k e  i t ' ;  was i r i  m a t awa i t a r i  k u m b o r e t a e ' t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  

e t erna l l ife ' ( J hn . 3 : l 6 ) ; na t ana t a e e t ena 'I i n t e n d  t o  s p e a k ' .  Thi s las t  

i s  perhaps  a l i t t le s t ronger than na t a i e t e n a . The u s e  of t h e  end i ng i s  

opt ional , however , and it is  some t imes di spersed w i t h  wit hout any c hange 

of s e ns e : t e  n i  nene i k u n d o  p u r a r e ' t e l l  h im to b r i ng s ome m o r e  fir e w o o d ' .  

There are , however , other way s of expre s s ing t h i s  idea of an i ndire c t  c om

mand , e . g .  ko b u t u  a m i k e v i e g a t e  tedo  ' b u t  t h e  wo r l d  y o u - s ha l l  s a v e  

h a v i ng - sa i d, i . e .  ( G o d )  s e n t  h im t o  sav e  t h e  wo r l d ' ( Jhn . 3 : l 7 ) . The 

t hought t hen pas s e s  on to the idea of a condi t ion , ' if ' : e m b o  g e  t a r e t a e  • • •  
' if a man s p e a k s  . . . ' ( l  Pet . 4 :  11) . 

i i .  - k a e : This  i s  the  Negat ive of - t a e ,  added t o  a Dependent form t o  

expr e s s  an indir e c t  orde r ,  ' i s no t t o  . . .  " e t c . :  t e m a, d a g o  t u r a r i  na t o  

d e  t o r o r e k a e  ' I  s a i d  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  my r e s t ' ( P s . 9 5 : l l ) ; 

t ewas i t u m o r e k a e  ' t e l l  t h em n o t  t o  r u n ' ;  ple u r i k a e  s i s i na ' h e  s a i d  h e  w a s  

no t t o  g i v e ' ( Lk . 7 : 4 3 ) . I n  the  s e cond examp l e  - k a e  i s  t h e  only  ava i l 

ab l e  means of expre s s i ng a N egat ive , for t ewas i t u m b o r e  wou l d  b e  ' t e l l  
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t h em t o  run ' .  O t h e r  way s of expre s s i ng the Negat ive I nt ent i on are 

avai l ab l e  a l s o , e . g .  a Negative Imperat ive may b e  u s e d : t ewa v i r u v e g e o v e 

' t e l l  t h em do n ' t  fo rg e t ' ,  i . e .  ' t e l l  t h em no t t o  forg e t ' .  Somet imes t he 

- k a e  i s  omit t e d ,  with result ing amb igu i t y  t hat can b e  solved only b y  a 

k now l e dge of the unive r s e  of d i s course at the  moment : t ewa v i t u m b o r e  

may b e  ' t e l l  t hem t o  ru n ' o r  ' t e l l  t hem no t t o  ru n ' ;  t o  b e  s afe t u m b o r e 

k a e  s hould b e  u s e d  i n  the  latt e r . 

2 . 1 4 .  Habitual Forms of t he Ver b  

2 . 1 4 . 1 . Hab i t  i s  ind ic at e d  chiefly b y  t h e  insertion of the  vowel - 0 -

b efo re the p e rs onal suffix , and alt hough there i s  not t he elaborat ion of 

P a s t  t e n s e s , yet c e rt ain forms o c cur which look l ike a Past t e ns e , not 

ment ioned i n  Copland K i ng's Grammar but do cumented in  the  t rans lat i o n  of 

S t . Luke . The S t at ive and A c t ive forms are d i s t ingui shed : 

S ingular 1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

P lural 1 .  incl . 

1 .  excl . 

2 .  

3 .  

STAT IV E AC T IV E  

- ona - e t ona 

- o t a  - e t o t a  

- e v i r a - e v e t i r a 

- ona - e t ona 

-0 r a  - e t o r a  

- owa - e t owa 

- o r a  - e t o r a  

2 . 1 4 . 2 .  The s e  e nd ings are added t o  the  s t em of t he verb as found b y  

omi t t ing - a r i ;  i n  t he c a s e  of a r i  it s e l f  the s t em i s  e - . E X AMPLES: 

b e g a t a na t o  g a e  e o r a  ' t h e y  do n o t  know my way s ' ( P s . 9 5 : l 0 ) ;  i mo m a t awa 

i t o t a  ' y o u  s ha l l  l i v e  fo r e v e r ' ( P s . 1 0 2 : 2 6 ) ;  a m i m i  u t u  da ang o wowe t e 

v i r a ' h e ( p e rman e n t ly) dwe l l s in h eaven ' ( J hn . 3 : 1 4 ) ; e m b o m a i b e r a r i  m i  

b e i a e e o r a, awa p a r a r a d u mo e o r a  ' e v e ry o ne who do e s  e v i l  hat e s  t h e  l i gh t ' 

( J hn . 3 : 2 0 ) ;  G o d  d a  b e  d a  anum b e d o  i t o t a  ' t h o u  remai n e s t s ea t e d  at t h e  

r i g h t  hand o f  God ' . Ex amp l e s  w i l l  be found in the Cat ee h��m and the  

P�epa�at�o n 6o�  C ommun�o n .  I n t e rrogat ive forms can b e  made b y  the  usual 

c hange of final - a  t o  - i : t e os i ? ' do you ( u s ua l l y) say ? ' .  

2 . 1 4 . 3 .  A l t hough no men t i o n  of a Pa st  t e n s e  i s  made in  t h e  Grammar , s e v

e ral e x amp l e s  i n  Lk . 2  s ugge s t  such a form . The s e  are : V . 3 6 .  i s i nes i na 

' s h e  u s ed t o  l i v e ' ;  3 7 . k e r a  enes i na ' s h e u s e d  t o  s e r v e ' ,  t u m on d e b a i ene 

s i na  ' s h e u s e d  t o  w o r s h i p ' .  The s e  show a 3 rd S ingular ending -nes i na 

b as e d  o n  e - < a r i , and in  t he c a s e  of i t - a r i ,  a l inking vowe l  - i - harmon

i s i ng w i t h  the root vowe l , and modifi c at ion of the - t - b efor e  the - i - as 

u s ua l l y  t ak e s  p lace . The ful l  forms of t h i s  t en s e  and i t s  exact s ignifi c a

t i on ne e d  t o  b e  e x amined . 
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2 . 1 5 .  Sentence Medial Forms 

2 . 1 5 . 1 .  General no t e s  on  t he us e s  and meaning s  o f  t h e s e  forms were giv

e n  in 2 . 0 5 . 1 . - 4 .  A s  t he name i nd i c at e s , they c an never be final or com

p l e t e  in  t hemse l ve s , but alway s require another verb to f o l low and c om

p l e t e  the s e n s e . In Engl i sh t wo main verb s or a subordinat e c l au s e  

would b e  require d ,  a s  s hown in  t h e  pre l iminary i l lu s t rat ions . 

2 . 1 5 . 2 .  There are t wo main s entence medial  t yp e s , t o  b e  ind i c a t e d  b y  

the  abb reviat ions SM . I  and SM . I I . SM . I  imp l i e s  that the  s ame a c t or i s  

t he s ubj e c t  b o t h  o f  the  medial and o f  t h e  final v e rb : b a undo s i no n a t o  

k u m b a t e ' g o  and fe t c h  my d o g ' .  l i t . ' yo u  h a v i ng g o n e  fe t c h  my dog ' .  

There i s  no need t o  ind i c at e person and numb er under s u c h  c ir cumst an c e s ;  

t he s e c ond verb w i l l  make t h e s e  c l ear . Cons equent l y  only t en s e  needs t o  

b e  s hown , and not al l subdiv i s ions are ne c e s s ary here . The l i s t  a s  given 

b y  Kop land K i ng needs t o  b e  supplemented b y  t he addit ion o f  a Near Past  

( Pa s t  I I )  whi c h  i s  document ed o n c e  in t he t rans lat ions . The l i s t  i s : 

Present - t e  

Near Pa s t  -s i t e 

Gener al Past - d o - - rn a  

Future -a r 

Continuative - rn ene 

Thes e  forms may be d erived from e x i s t ing B i nande re verb s , of whi c h  

e ac h  i s  a root or s t em .  Thus : 

- t e - - i t e 

- d o  

- a r 

-s i - t e  

i t a r i ' s t ay i n g ' .  ' i n  p ro c e s s ' 

d o  a r i ' fi n i s h ' . ' c e a s i ng ' 

a i rn b a r i  ' g o i ng t o ' 

c f . e -s i - t e -na  ' I  d i d ' 

The form i s i un t e  i s  a l s o  found , e . g .  rn a i b u o  b u r o d a  i s i un t e  ' t h e  

e ld e r  s o n  b e i ng i n  t h e  garden ' ( Lk . 1 5 : 2 5 ) . I t s  e x a c t  force h a s  y e t  t o  b e  

e s t ab l i shed . The form in  - rn a  c an b e  exp lained t hrough T s i a  ( Waria R . )  

w h i c h  has a root rn - a r i  ' ta k e ' ,  but there i s  no l it eral equivalent i n  

B inandere . 

2 . 1 5 . 3 .  E xamp l es of the Uses of the SM . !  Forms 

i .  Pltel.> el1.t : n a  s i no g o t e i t e a d u e t ena ' w h i l e  l o o k i ng a t  t h e  dog I w a s  

afra i d ' :  b a d a  i s i t e  ' as t h e  L o rd l i v e t h ' �  i rno B a d a  d a  g i s i  d a  b a un t e i t e  

a i nd a  b eg a t a s i r i g e  ' g o i ng b efore t h e  L ord y o u  s ha l l  p r e p a r e  H i s  w a y s ' 

( Lk . l : 7 6 ) . The ending i s  add e d  t o  t h e  s ame part o f  t h e  verb as the  - d o 

e nd ing ( q . v . ) .  
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i i .  N e a� P a� t .  Only one ins tanc e o c c urs in  t he G o spe l : ko t e m b es i t e 

s i t e r a  ' u nd e rs t anding t h e y  s a i d ' ( Lk . l : 7 6 ) . Thi s s e ems  · t o  imp l y  t hat 

the unde rs t anding imme d i a t e l y  pre c e d e d  the  speaking . 

i i i . G ene�ai Pa� t: n a  s i n o g o t e d o a d u  e t e n a  ' w h e n  I saw t h e  d o g  I 

w a s  afr a i d ' .  If t h i s  examp l e  i s  compared with the  first i n  ( i )  ab ove , 

i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  that the  t ime of t he fi r s t  verb i s  r e l at ive t o  t hat of 

t h e  s e cond . The fi rst  is not an Ab so lu t e  Present nor is this an Ab so

l u t e  Pas t . The l at t e r  is  e xpre s s ed rat her b y  ( i i )  if needed . No c l ar

i t y  has y e t  been reached conc erning the -rn a ending . King sugge s t s  that 

it is l im i t e d  to c e rtain verb s  whi c h  do not have a - d o  ending . The s e  

have never b e e n  l i st ed , but inc lude p u - m a  ' ha v i ng come ' ,  rn a m b us i - m a  

' ha v i ng g o n e ' ,  as i -rn a  ' ha v ing dw e l t ' .  The ending - d o  i s  added a c cording 

t o  t h e  r u l e s  given fo r the format ion of Past I I  and Past  I I I . F . R .  

E lder once hazarded the  opinion that t h e  form in  -rn a c arried an idea o f  

p e rmanen c e , as , e . g .  in  the  Lord's Pray er , i s i m a e t a  ' t hou a r t ' a n d  men

t ions also  n y i rn a < y a r i  ' g o ' ( a  q u i t e  irregular form ) and s a u m a  < sawa r i  

' g o  s o u t h ' .  

iv . Futu�e .  The usage here i s  rather different . If two a c t ions are 

b ot h  to happen in  Future t ime , one b e ing Past relatively t o  the o t h e r , 

t h e  P a s t  SM fo rm i s  employ e d ,  v i z . , - d o , and only the  s e cond verb i s  made 

Future , e . g .  s i n i  i t o de wa t o u  j i r i d o, j i a n d a  k u m b u i o  ' y o u  s ha l l  c o n c e i v e  

a n d  b r i ng fo r t h  a c h i l d ' .  The c h i ef u s e s  o f  t h e  Future SM form are : 

( a )  t o  b u i ld compound t e n s e s  expre s s ing intent ion of immediate a c t ion , 

by comb ini ng the  SM form with some SF forms of a r i :  a T e t e n a  'I am g o i n g  

t o  do ' ;  t u rn o n d e b a T o ro t e  ' t h e y  are to bow t h e i r h e ads ' .  

( b )  t o  expre s s  purpo se : wo g u m a ; p e t e g e t n o g u p u t e t a  ' w h e n  I h a d  

fi n i s h e d  fi s h i ng you came ' ;  e d o  Z a c h a r i as t a T ' i n t e nding t o  ca l l  h im 

Z ac h a r i a s ' ( Lk . l : 5 9 ) , e n g o d e  e m b o  t o r e g a i k a t a t a  ' t hen y o u  de c i d e d  t o  

s av e  m e n ' ( Te Deum ) ;  k a v i e g a T t e d o  ' h a v i ng s a i d  h e  wou l d  s a v e ,  i . e . i n

t e nding t o  s a v e ' ( I s . 6 3 : 2 ) . 

( c )  w i t h  a e  ' no t ' , t o  expre s s  a negat ive o rder : a d u  a i  a e  ' do n ' t  b e  

a fr a i d ' . 

v .  C o nt�nuat�v e .  Thi s  i s  the SM form answering t o  t he SF Hab itual 

forms , and is  u s e d  when the act ivity  conc e rned i s  e ither hab itual or at  

l e a s t  c on t i nu e s  for an appre c ia b l e  t ime : t e p um e n e  b a u ns i s i n a  ' h e w e n t  

wa l k ing ' .  Thi s a l s o  i s  formed from the  Past  s t em of the  verb . Another 

e xamp l e  is Lk . 1 0 : 3 8 ,  p e p e t a  em e n e  b a u n d o ' ha v i ng gone wa l k i ng ' .  

2 . 1 5 . 4 .  There i s  a t endency , more marked i n  Notu and Orokaiva , t o  avoi d  

s en t e n c e  medial  forms b y  t h e  u s e  o f  e d o  < a r i ' ( w h i c h )  h a v i ng do n e ' > 

' af t e r ' ,  ' t h e n ' ,  ' a n d ' :  b e n u n u n  i to g o t e i r a ,  e d o  a ro i t o i t o y a i j i a n d a  
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k um b a r i , e d o  d awo r e  J o h n  t e i o  ' t h e y  h a v e  h e a r d  y o ur pra y e r ,  a n d  y o u r  

w i fe s ha l l  b e a r  a c h i l d  and t h e y  s ha l l  c a l l  h i s  name J o h n ' ( Lk . l : 1 3 ) . 

I t  i s  diffi c u lt t o  s ay whe t h e r  t h i s  i s  real ly  a l egit imat e usage o r  not . 

The idea s e ems t o  b e  t o  avoid a s e quence of SM forms ; or two are ac cept 

ab l e , b ut more than t hat creat e  diffi c u l t y  i n  the  speaker ' s  mind i n  

c omp l e t ing the  s t at ement . 

2 . 1 5 . 5 .  For the  vowel p r e c e d i ng the  - d o of t h e  SM . I  Past , s e e  page 1 4 . 

2 . 1 6 .  The Comparative Suffix - Arago 

2 . 1 6 . 1 .  This i s  a SM . I  form , i nvariab l e  for person and indep endent of 

t e n s e . I t  i s  used whenever a compar i s o n  i s  s t at e d  or imp l i e d; a n g o  

' a s ' ,  or b e  . • •  i n g e  ' a s ' are somet ime s , b ut not ne c e s s ar i l y , coup l e d  w i t h  

i t . E XAMPL E S :  

a n g o  n a ka r e  e m b o  n e n e i d a  b u r i a  n a t o k a r e  y a i k o t em b a r a g o  d o t e r a 

l i t . ' a s  we c e a s e ,  w h e n  we h a v e  fo rg i v e n  o t h e r  p e op l e  i l l  d e e d  t o  

u s ' . 

C opland K i ng : n a  b e r o a r a g o , r o  a r a g o , awa t e d o  n a  g a r i  j i wa e  ' I  am 

c l e v e r  ( ' p e r c e i v ing much ' )  aft e r  ( l i t . t h i s  h a v i n g  s a i d )  w o r k  a s - I

h a v e - do n e ,  s om e t h i ng a s - I- h a v e - do n e ,  some t h i ng e l s e  a s - I- h av e - do n e . 

k o t em b es i r a  awa r o  g a r a g o  es i s i n a ' t h e y  unde r s t oo d  t ha t  h e  h a d  s e e n  

s om e t h i ng ' ( Lk . l : 2 2 ) ; j i t a o  a u d o  b e  b e t a r a g o  ' ha v i ng l a i n  dow n  h e  

w a s  l i k e t o  di e ,  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of d e a t h ' ;  As i s i  Ko t o p u t a n o b e  d o  

b e  g um b a r a m i , wo t a r a g o  es i s i n a  ' t h e  Ho ly Sp i r i t  came down l i k e  a 

d o v e ' ( Lk . 3 : 2 2 ) . 

a m o  b e  em b om i a r a g o  ' he i s  l i k e a man who . . . ' ( 6 : 4 9 ) ; e d o  p i a r a g o  

s i m a b o r e r e  e u  ' a s - ha v i ng - g i v e n  rema i n i ng s l o w l y  do ' ,  i . e .  ' l e nd 

and b e  p a t i e n t ' .  Here p i a r a g o  imp l i e s  not ' g i v i ng ' but act ing a s  

though giving , i . e .  l end i ng . S imi larly 4 : 1 3 ,  sa t a n  • . •  b a m b a r a g o  

es i s i n a  ' d i d  a s - t ho u g h - dep a r t -i. ng ' ,  i .  e .  ' de p ar t e d  fo r a t ime o n l y ' .  

2 . 1 7 .  C ompound Tenses Formed by mean s of SM . !  

2 . 1 7 . 1 .  The - d o ending may be used fo l lowed b y  an aux i l i ary verb t o  

form c ompound t e n s e s  i n  a var i e t y  o f  way s . The aux i l iarie s most  c om

monly found are a r i , t a r i , i t a r i . E XAMPLE S :  

a n um b e d o  i t e r o ' a s  t h e y  w e r e  s e a t ed ' ( L k . 5 : l 7 ) ; i n j i d o o r o t e  ' t h a t  

t h ey s h ou l d  ( ha b i t u a l l y )  e a t ' ( 6 : 4 ) ; a t o p as i d o e i r i  ' wh i l e  h e  w a s  

t ea c h i ng ' ( 5 : 1 7 ) ; p e t e d o  i s i r a  ' h e  a s  s tanding ' ;  a t o p as i d o e v i r a 

' h e u s e d  t o  t e a c h ' ( 4 : 3 2 ) ;  i p a b e r a r i  j i d o  es i r i k a v i e g es i t e r a  

' w he n  h e  t ou c h e d  t h em t h e y  were h ea l ed '  ( 4 : 4 0 ) . 
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W i t h  g a r i  ' p e r c e iv e ' ,  t he meaning i s  rather ' t o find t h a t  o n e  h a s  

s u c h  a n d  s u ch ' :  i n j i d o g a e  ' w i t ho u t  e a t ing ' ( 4 : 1 ) , c f .  " k u m b a e  g e n a  ' I  

find I h a v e n ' t  g o t  • • •  ' ( 5 : 1 ) ;  em b o  p e t e d o  i s i u n t e  g i d o ' s e e ing t h e  

p e o p l e  h a d  a r i s e n ' ,  l i t . ' ha v i ng - s t o o d  b e ing ' .  In  the  fir s t  ins t an c e  

the  i d e a  i s  rather , ' ha v i ng e a t en ( I  e t c . ) d o  n o t  p e p c e iv e ' .  

I f  t he SM form ends i n  -m a the construct ion c an s t i l l  b e  u s e d : i s i m a 

e n a  ' I  h a b i t ua l l y s t ay ' ( 1 : 19 ) ;  i s i m a e t a  ' y o u  c o n t i nua l ly l iv e ' .  There 

is a use of fo rms i n  - n g o  which is s imilar : p u i o, edo p u m a n g o  e i r a 

' com e • . •  a n d  h e  c om e s ' ( Lk . 7 : 8 ) , but the  root mean i ng of t h i s  - n g o  i s  

unknown a s  y e t . 

2 . 1 8 . Senten ce-Medial I I  Forms 

2 . 1 8 . 1 . S entence  medial form I I  i s  u s e d  when there is  a c hange of 

actor b e tw e e n  the two verb s , e . g .  'when the dog s aw m e  I was fp i g h t en e d ' .  

Here t h e  a c t o r  i s  ' dog ' in the first phrase and ' I ' in the s e c o nd . I n  

t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  the person and numb er mu st b e  expres sed i n  the  fir s t  

ve rb as w e l l  as in  t h e  s e c o nd , otherw i s e  it would not b e  c l e ar who t h e  

fir s t  a c t o r  was . Cons equent ly Type I I  pre sent s person and number e nd

i ng s  s imi lar to tho s e  of SF forms , but ending in -0 inst ead of -a . The 

fo l lowing fo rms oc cur : 

PR E SENT GEN . PAST F U TUR E  HABIT 

S ingul a r  l .  -e n o  - t e n o - a n o - i m o n o  

2 .  - e t o  - t e t o  -a t o  - i wo t o  

3 .  - e i r i , e r o -s i r i - e i r a r i  -e u r i  

P lural l .  incl . -e n o  - t e n o  -e i a n o  -e i m o no 

l .  exc l . - e r o - t e r o - e i a ro -e i o ro 

2 .  -ewo - t ewo -e i awo -e i owo 

3 .  - e r o - t e r o -e i a ro -e i o ro 

A few samp l e s  w i l l  show the u s e s  of t h e s e  fo rms , wh i c h  c annot usually 

be  t r an s lated b y  part i c i p l e s  i n  Engl i s h , but require various conj ugat ions 

to render t hem acc ording t o  c i rcum s t ance s .  

t e n o  g o t ewa ' w h e n  I s p e a k  you h ea p ' ; t a t o g a n a  ' sp e a k  and I s ha l l  

h ea p ' ;  n a  t e t e n o  g e t a  ' w h e n  I spo k e  you h e a pd ' ;  n a  t a n o g i d o g a t a  ' w h e n  

I s p e a k  y ou w i l l  h e a p ' ;  b u r o  d o t e n o  g i d o g u p u t e t a  ' w h e n  I h a d  s t opped 

w o r k  you came ' ;  s i n a n o  g os i r i  g i d o a d u  e t e n o  ' wh e n  the  d o g  s aw m e  I w a s  

a fr a i d ' ;  • • .  a e  as i s i  b e b e g a e  es i r i  k a v i e g es i t e r a  ' • • •  h e  h e a l ed m a n y  o f  

e v i l s p ir i t s  ( Lk . 7 : 2 3 ) ;  G o d  d as i g a es i t e r a  j i awe t e u r i  g o t o r a  awa ' t h e y  

pra i s e d  G o d  f o p  a l l  t ha t  h e  h a d  s a i d  and t he y  h a d  h eard ' ( Lk . 2 : 2 0 ) ;  u t u  

j i e n d a  3 k a r i g a 6 e u r i t a k i m b e t e v i r a ' t h e  h e a v e n s  w e r e  c l o s e d  w h i l e - i t 

made ( ' dup i ng ' )  3 y ea p s  a n d  6 mon t h s ' ( Lk . 4 : 2 5 ) ;  e d o  t e po a t e g e t e i a n o  
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g i d o e wa s i ' a nd h a v i ng s e e n  t ha t  w e  humb l y  pray,  do . • .  ' ( Pr . p . 1 9 6 ) ;  i mo 

k o t em b e t e i a ro p u w a s i k a t a T t e d o  ' w e  b e l i ev e  y o u  w i l l  come t o  j u dg e ' ( Te 

Deum 1 9 ) .  

2 . 1 9 . The Suffix - r * - -n* 

2 . 1 9 . 1 . Thi s suffix oc curs i n  t he forms - r a, - r e, - r i  and - r o ,  c hang i ng 

t h e  consonant t o  -n- aft e r  a nasal i n  the  verbal s t em .  I t  i s  e s s ent i a l l y  

the  mark of emphas i s , b u t  t here i s  c o ns iderab l e  variat i o n  i n  i t s  actual 

us e s . Form and us e are b e s t  t re a t ed s eparat e ly . 

Form . By form t h e  suffi x b e c ome s : 

- r a  w i t h  S F  I nd ep endent 

- r e  w i t h  S F  D ependent 

- r i w i t h  SF I nt errogat ive 

- r o  w i t h  all  S M  fo rms 

T e n s e  d o e s  not enter i nt o  cons iderat ion , b u t  if t h e  suffix i s  added t o  

a v e rb , i t  i s  added t o  t he fu l l  form , in  whi ch t e ns e , e t c .  already ap

pe ar; if i t  i s  added to a non-verb , t en s e  i s  not required to be s hown . 

The ab ove four forms , the refore , w i t h  t he vowel end ings already fam i l iar , 

are a l l  t hat are found . 

2 . 1 9 . 2 .  Mo rphophonemi c  mo difi c at ion : if the  - r - i s  preceded b y  a nasal 

in the  word t o  wh i c h  i t  is at t ac hed , i t  be come s -n- , e . g .  g um enane 'I 

h a v e  come ' ( emp h a t i c )  fo r *g u m ena- r e ;  d o d om o  na k a  i t o j i s i  d a  p i a no b am

b a r a t e  enane ' w h e n  I s e n t  my m e s s e nger b efore y o u r  fa c e ,  he d i d  i t  ( em

p h a t i c ) ' ,  for '� ena - r e ;  v e r e u g a i nane ' i t wi l l  ( ce r t a i n l y )  be s p i l l e d ' fo r 

* v e r e u g a i na- r e  ( Lk . 5 : 3 7 ) ; i k a i t o m ane ' i t i s  y o u r s ' ( Lk . 6 : 2 1 )  for 

* i k a i t o m a - r e ;  i n  Lk . 6 : 4 5 t here i s  a c l ear c o ntrast b e tween b e i m an a -ne 

' i t  is g oo d ' and b e i a e- r e  ' i t  is bad ' :  the nas al  in  the first word c au s e s  

the  change of. - r- t o  -n- . 

2 . 1 9 . 3 .  U s es of the Suffix 

i .  - r a frequently p l a c e s  the word t o  whi c h  i t  i s  added i n  t h e  

Pred i c at e  o f  the  sentence,  e . g .  a w a - r a  ' t ha t  i s  i t ' ,  c om

monly us ed for ' y e s ' ;  d u b o b a r i - r a  ' i t  is l o v e ' ( Hymn 4 8 ) . 

i i .  - r e  used w i t h  Dependent s i s  emphat i c : d a wo r e  J o hn t e i o  ' h i s  

name y o u  s ha l l  ca l l  J o h n ' ( Lk . l : 1 3 ) ;  t ena g e- r e  t e po t e i o  

' b u t  s p e a k  JUST t h e  w o rd ' ( Lk . 7 : 7 ) ;  a m i s una g o g o  k a ena t o- r e  

e s i s i na ' h e b u i l t  a s y nag o g u e  for u s  ( a c t u a l ly for u s ! ) ' 

( Lk . 7 : 5 ) . Added t o  - r a , as - r a r e ,  i t  forms a suppo s i t i o n : 

e m o  p e r o v e t a r a r e  ' if h e  w e re a prophe t '  ( 7 : 3 9 ) ;  o r  i t  
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mak e s  an exp l anat i on : a m o  b a p a t a i t o a e  r a r e ' in t h a t  t h e y  

w e re n o t  bap t i s e d ' ;  or a purpo s e : a m one i wa t a  o m i nd e  r a r e  

' s o t h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e  a s ign t o  t h em ' ( 5 : 1 4 ) .  was i r i  d e  

s i wo em b o - r e  j i p a p a  a e  ' i t  i s  n o t  for t h e  h e a l t h y  t h a t  I 

wa n t  o i n tm e n t ' ,  ko k a m b o  e g e r e g a r i - r e  ' bu t  i t  i s  fo r t ho s e  

t ha t  a re s i c k ' ( 5 : 3 1 ) . 

i i i . - r i marks a que s t ion , ' i s  i t ? ' :  a v e- r i ' who i s  i t ? ' ;  d awo i t o 

a v e r i ?  ' w h o  i s  y o ur n ame ? ' ;  a t e g a r i  i t omane nong o a r i - r i ?  

' w h a t  i s  y o u r  g r e e t i ng a b ou t ? ' ( L k . 6 : 3 2 ) ;  g e  a ng o , s a b a t e  

d a  b e i m a na a r i - r i t a  b e i a e a r i - r i ?  ' i s  i t  l awfu l t o  do g o o d  

o r  t o  d o  e v i l o n  t h e  Sab b a t h ? '  ( 6 : 9 ) ; awa m ane b e  r o  i ng e r i ?  

' w h a t  are t h ey l i ke ? ' ( 7 : 3 1 ) . I t  should b e  not ed t hat t h e  

s u ffix i s  used in Binandere even if  t he u t t erance begins  

with a que s t i o n  word . 

i v .  - ro used where SM forms are requi red : n a  b e i a m ana r a - r o eno 

na t o  d u  d a  p u r es i ' if I were g o o d  I s ho u l d  cau s e  t ha t  y o u  

e n t e r  my h o u s e ' ( Lk . 7 : 6 ) ; e d o  r o  t u v e d o  r a- r o  p i a ro 

t o r e k a r e  ' an d  when t h e y  fo und no t h i n g  by w h i c h  t o  b r i n g  

h im i n ' ( Lk . 5 : 1 9 ) .  

2 . 2 0 .  The Subs tan tive Form 

2 . 2 0 . 1 . The Sub s t ant ive form o f  the verb ends in - a r i . I t  i s  not quit e 

c orrect t o  c a l l  it  an Infinit ive ; it  does not perfo rm t h e  funct ions o f  a 

European Infinit ive . It i s  far c l o s e r  t o  t he cat egory of Sub s t an t i v e s  

i n  Euro pean grammar . A s  the cate gory o f  Sub s t antives  i s  d iv i s i b l e  i n t o  

t w o  s e c t ions , N o u n  and Adj ect ive , so  a r e  the Binandere forms in -a r i . 

Each i s  i l lu s t rat ed b e l ow . 

i .  -a r i  form fun c t io ning as a i� o un :  t a me e r a r i  ' t he r e s u rre c t i o n  o f  

t h e  b ody ' ;  k a v i e g a r i  ' s a l va t i o n ' ( Lk . 1 9 : 9 ) ; m a t aw a  i t a r i  

' e t e rna l l ife ' ( J hn . 3 : 1 6 ,  et c . ) ;  s i no p u  d a  i nd a r i  ' ea t i ng 

p la c e  o f  t h e  ca t t l e ' .  

Such an expre s s i on can b e  t reat ed as a S impl e  Noun , and 

be fol lowed by a part i c l e  ( p o s tposit ion ) :  s i no p u  d a  i nd a r i  

d a  p i es i r a  a uns i s i na ' s h e  l a i d  h im i n  a manger ' .  

This form may s erve , as in t he l a s t  examp l e , as a Noun o f  

P l ace ; a l so as a Noun of Agent : t o r a r i  ' Sav i o r ' ,  e . g .  t o r a r i  

a m o  Ke r i so Ba d a  ' a  S a v i o r  who ( i s )  Chr i s t  t h e  L o r d ' ( L k . 

2 :  1 0 )  . 

i i . -a r i  form fun c t i oning as Adj ect ive . The funct ion exer c i sed i n  

t h i s  c a s e  i s  r e a l l y  t hat o f  a Past  Part i c ip l e  Pa s s iv e  i n  
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Lat in t e rmino l ogy , ' ha v i n g  b e e n  . • •  " ' t h a t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

' 0 w o  t a i a r i  ' co o k e d  foo d ' ,  ' m e a t  h a v i ng b e e n  c o o k e d ' ,  

' m e a t w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c o o k e d ' .  w o  t a i a r i  k u n d o  p u  ' br i ng 

t h e  c o o k e d  m e a t ' .  p i a r i  g a r i  p a l a w a  ' s hewbread ' ,  t i t .  

' b r e ad g i v e n  s e e n ' ;  enem b o  • • •  d u bo d a v e  a r i ' m e n  o f  g o o d  

w i 'l l ' ( Lk . 2 : l 4 ) ; m o a i wo r u m i DO I A R I  r a  t u v ew o  ' y o u  s ha t t  

fi nd t h e  c h i td WRA PPED i n  c t o t h ' ( Lk . 2 : l 2 ) . 

I n  s ome i ns t an c e s  a p l u ral i s  formed b y  part ial  r edupl i

c at io n : b e b e t e g a  r i ' t h e  d e a d  ( p e o p t e ) ' .  Somet im e s  t here i s  

a plural di ffer ing from t he s i ngu l ar in  form : b e t a r i  ' di e ' ,  

' a  de a d  p e r s o n ' > b e b e t e g a r i  ' t h e  d e a d ' ;  b e d a r i  ' b r e a k ' ,  

' fragmen t '  > b e b ed e g a r i  ' b ro k e n  p i e c e s ' .  A l ternat ive forms 

a l s o  appear : d o r e g a r i ' a s s em b t e ' ,  ' a s s emb ty ' ,  but a l s o  

d o r e b e g a r i  as Noun . 

2 . 2 1 . The I mperative Mood 

2 . 2 1 . 1 .  The Imperat ive Mood P o s i t ive i s  di fferent in c o n s t ruct ion from 

t h e  Negat ive . Copeland King gives the fo l l ow ing l i s t  o f  endi ng s  for t h e  

2 nd p e rs o n : 

SINGU LAR PLURAL 

- e  - e u  

- w a s i - w a v i 

- ewa 5 i - ewa v i 

- e i o  - e wo 

- u , - u i o  - u wo 

-0 - owo 

The b a s i c  forms invo lved are : 

- e  - e u  

- w a s i - w a y  i , 

o r  rather i n  the first  i n stance , s imply a variab l e  vowel ( * ) i n  t he 

s i ngular , and the s ame vowe l fol lowed b y  - wo in t he plural : 

When t h i s  vowe l i s  - e , t h e  morpheme alt ernant i s  - e u  in t h e  p lural for 

- ew u  < - ewo . The forms in  - 0 - and - u � are morpheme a l t ernant s o f  t h o s e  

i n  - e ,  and a r e  u s e d  i f  the s t em o f  the verb t ermi nat e s  i n  - 0 o r  - u . Thus 

p u, p l . p uwo ' com e ' .  

b a m b u  p l . b a m b u wo 

k u m b u i o  p l . k u m b u wo 

' g o ' 

' t a k e ' 

The form t o  b e  u s e d  for any g i v e n  verb i s  t o  b e  found from t he s t em 
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u s e d  f o r  t h e  SM . I  ( Pa s t ) - d o , e . g .  

b a m b-a r i  > b a undo < * b a m b u d o  > b a m b u , b a m b uwo 

t -a r i 

g - a  r i  

t e d o  

g i d o 

t e, t e u  

9 i ,  9 i u 

The re are , howeve r ,  s ome alt ernat ives whi ch appear t o  b e  actual l y  

fal s e  analog i e s , e . g .  g i u  and g a u e  are b o t h  u s ed < g a r i . 

2 . 2 1 . 2 . The longe r forms i n  -was i , -wa v i  are a l i t t l e  l e s s  ab rup t : 

t o r e g ewas i , e t c . i n  Lord ' s  Prayer are c a s e s  in po int . Ot her forms as i n  

k o t em b e t ewo ' know ' ( Lk . 2 4 : 6 ) ;  t o r e g ewo ' b eware ' ( 1 2 : 1 5 ) ;  t u v ewo ' y o u  

s ha L L  f i n d ' ( 2 : 1 2 )  a r e  intermediat e ,  t hough some o f  t hem a r e  almo s t  c er

t ainly m i s t rans l at ions . See N o t e  i n  2 . 2 1 . 3 .  

2 . 2 1 . 3 .  The -e , -e u form i s  frequent l y  not Imperat ive at al l ,  i n  s p i t e  

o f  t he s t at ement i n  Cope l and K i ng ' s  Grammar . I t  i s  a Det ermined or  

Cert ain Future , perhaps e xp e c t at ional o r  hortat ive : k u m b u i o  ' y o u  a r e  t o  

b e a r ' ( Lk . l : 3 l ) . O t hers  again are apparent ly  m i s takes i n  t rans l at i on 

from Wedau , whi c h  d o e s  not d i s t ingu i s h  Future and Imperat ive , and i n  t h e  

B inand e re Luke t h e y  are made t o  s er ve as Pre s ent Interrogat ive s , e . g .  

Lk . 2 4 : l 7 . . .  t e p e u  ' y o u  a re w a L k i ng ' ,  ' are you wa L k i ng ? ' ( p erhaps -u for 

- v i ,  Inter rogat ive by some mo rphophonem ic a l t e rat ion not  ac counted for ) ; 

9 : 2 0 ,  na a v e  g e  t e u 'who do y o u  say I am ? ' ;  7 : 2 4 ,  d u mo d a  wo t e t ewa t a  r a  

g e t e u ?  2 6 .  ang o a e- r a  t a  r o  g a T t e d o  wo t e t e u ?  

2 . 2 1 . 4 .  Pers ons other t han t he s e c ond canno t be  expr e s s ed dire c t l y  b y  

t h e  Imperat ive Mood . A third person form may be suppl ied from t h e  Im

mediate P a s t  Indicat ive : k o t o p u  e t e r a  ' l e t  t h em m a k e  ho L y ' ;  p u r es i r a  'may 

it  eome ' ;  e t e r a  ' l e t  t h em do ' .  First person forms are supp l i ed s omet ime s 

b y  the u s e  o f  t h e  Dependent : b a m ane ' l e t  u s  go ' - with the - r *  suffix  for 

emphas i s . 

2 . 2 1 . 5 . Fo r t he N egat ive Imperat ive see  b e l ow , 2 . 2 2 . 2 .  

2 . 2 2 .  T he Negative Aspect 

2 . 2 2 . 1 . The N egat ive in Binandere is an aspect , not a t e n s e . I t  shows 

only  o ne form , - a e ,  i n  the Indicat ive . I t  i s  r e a l l y  b e t t e r  de s c rib ed a s  

a Negat ive Sub s t ant ival form , i . e .  - a e  i s  the Negat ive o f  -a r i  ( 2 . 1 9 . 1 . ) .  

I t  do e s  not change for person , numb er or  t ens e .  Further del im i t at ion o f  

t he i d e a  mus t  b e  obtai ned by u s e  of a r i  a s  an aux i l iary v e rb . Examp l e s  

from Copland K i ng need to be s l ight l y  r e - s p e l led : 

na a d u  a e  I do no t fe ar 

n a  i nd a e  ( i nd ' a e ) I am n o t  e a t i n g  

na b und a e  ( b u n d ' a e ) I am n o t  b i nding 
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n a  a m b a e  ( a m b ' a e ) I am n o t  s i a k  

I n  the Future t e n s e  t he SF . I  Future i s  u s ed b e fo re the N egat ive : 

n a  a d u a i a e  I s ha l l  no t fe a r  

na i na i a e  I s ha l l  n o t  e a t  

n a  b una l a e  I s ha l l  no t b i nd 

na a m a i a e  I s ha l l  n o t  b e  s i a k  

A D D I T I O NAL E XAM PLE S :  n a  b e ono a e  'I am n o t  t ir e d ' ; na d u r a e  i t ena  

' I  h a v e  n o t  dug ' ;  i mo k o t em b a e  e t e t a  ' y o u  d o  no t b e l i e v e ' ;  ta  p i a l a e r i 7  

' o r  s ha l l  h e  no t g i v e ? ' ( Lk . ll : 1 3 ;  for - r i  s e e  2 . 1 8 . 1 . ) ;  e d o  k a k o a  e r o 

g a e  ' a n d  w h e n  h e  d o e s  n o t  fi n d ' ( Lk . l l : 2 4 ) . 

2 . 2 2 . 2 .  The Negat ive Imperat ive has a s p e c i a l  form , c onj ugab l e  for a l l  

pers ons and b o t h  numbers , b u t  u s ed only i n  Present and H ab i t ua l  forms . 

For t h e s e  t h e  endings are : 

P R E S E N T  H A B I T U A L 

S i ngular l .  -one -e one 

2 .  -o t e  -eo t e  

3. -u r e  -eu r e  

P l ural l .  incl . - one -eone 

l .  exe l . -0 r e  - e o r e  

2 .  -o v e  - e o v e  

3. -0 r e  -eo r e  

F o r  suffixes  t o  o t her part s o f  the verb which serve the purp o s e  o f  a 

N e gat ive Imperat ive s e e  2 . 1 1 . 5 .  The forms given here are used as D ir e c t  

Prohib i t ions : a d u ( e ) o t e  ' do n ' t  b e  a fr a i d ' ;  p i  e o v e  ' do n ' t  g i v e ' ;  k und o 

g um b o t e  ' do n ' t  b r i ng ( i t ) ; a n g o  e o t e  ' do n ' t  do i t  l i ke t h a t ' ;  i mo r u v e 

g e o t e  no b a t e  n i  awo e m b o  ' do n ' t  fo rg e t  t o  b r i ng wood fo r t h e  fire ' .  

2 . 2 2 . 3 .  The addit ion o f  d owas i ' l e a v e  i t ' ,  ' l e t  i t  a l o n e ' < d o a r i  ' l e a v e ' ,  

' s t o p ' i s  opt i onal as a means o f  empha s i s i ng the order : b e ono e o v e  d owas i 

' do n o t  s t e a l - l e t  ( s t e a l i ng )  a l o n e ' .  

2 . 2 2 . 4 .  mana i s  a part i c l e  used with a Po � �t�v e t o  expre s s  inab i l i t y : 

na awa mana i nana ' I  aan ' t  e a t  t ha t ' .  I t  i s  thus not real ly  an Imp e rat i ve 

N e gat i ve but a Pot ent ial Negat i ve . It enters into a few words as c om

p ounds , whi c h  are perhap s not re a l ly verbal at al l ,  e . g .  b e i - a e  ' ba d ' > 

b e i a -m a na ' go o d ' ,  ' u nab l e  t o  b e  bad ' .  

2 . 2 3 .  Derived Forms of Verbs 

2 . 2 3 . 1 . D e r i vat ion in verb s i s  s omet hing that needs furt her analy s i s , 

and the e x i s t ing Binandere mat erial does not make i t  p o s s i b le . Thus t here 
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app e ars t o  b e  a form - e g - used a s  a t rans i t iv i s e r  o f  a verb , c f .  

d o d -a r i ' c om e  u n ttJis t e d ' > d o d-eg-a r i  ' u n ttJi s t ' . 

Not a l l  cas e s , however ,  show b o t h  forms , with and without - e g - ,  e . g .  

e r i g a r i  ' br e a k ' ,  but e r-a r i  i s  ' ri s e ' ,  whi le the Int ran s i t i ve ' be c o m e  

b r o k e n ' i s  b e d a r i . 

Capell, A. "The Structure of the Binandere Verb". In Capell, A., Healey, A. and Wilson, D. editors, Papers in New Guinea Linguistics No. 9. 
A-18:1-32. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1969.   DOI:10.15144/PL-A18.1 
©1969 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	A. Capell�1
	THE STRUCTURE OF THE BINANDERE VERB.
	1. SENTENCE STRUCTURE�1
	1.01. Introduction�1
	1.02. Utterance and Word Classes in Binandere�2
	1.03. Types of Utteremes�2
	1.04. Word-Classes in Binandere�4
	2. VERB STRUCTURE�5
	2.01. Verbal Types�5
	2.02. Morphophonemic Changes�5
	2.03. Reduplication�7
	2.04. Scheme of the Binandere Verb�7
	2.05. System of Aspects and Tenses�8
	2.06. Vowels Added to Stems�11
	2.07. Verbal Compounds�11
	2.08. Supplementary Notes: The Verbal Stems�13
	2.09. Note on SM I (Past) Formation�14
	2.10. Moods and Tenses�15
	2.11. Interrogative Forms�19
	2.12. Dependent Form�20
	2.13. Suffixes to the Dependent�21
	2.14. Habitual Forms of the Verb�22
	2.15. Sentence Medial Forms�23
	2.16. The Comparative Suffix - Arago�25
	2.17. Compound Tenses Formed by means of SM.I�25
	2.18. Sentence-Medial II Forms�26
	2.19. The Suffix -r* ~ -n*�27
	2.20. The Substantive Form�28
	2.21. The Imperative Mood�29
	2.22. The Negative Aspect�30
	2.23. Derived Forms of Verbs�31

