
O. INTRODUCTION 

The research and fieldwork resulting in the compilation 
of this study was fully sponsored and supported by the 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies. The author 
wishes to thank the Institute for its generous support.. 

GUDANDJI 

E. F. AGU AS 

Gudandji (alternative spelling Kutandji) appears to be a 
member of  the Wambayan family of  the Barkly Tablelands in 
the Northern Territory. The exact nature of  its relation­
ship to the other members of  this family has not yet been 
established. It used to be spoken along the head o f  the 
coastal slope from Tanumbirini south-east to approximately 
the heads of  the MacArthur River, Kilgour River, and Wal­
hallow; to the west to the head o f  Newcastle Creek and to 
the south as far as Anthony Lagoon. 

N. Chadwick has collected 200-300 cards and good gram­
matical material on tapes and a manuscript entitled "Gudanj i 
word li st and phrases" of  seven pages (19 6 7) is held at the 
University of New England. He also reports that the lan­
guage is breaking up so rapidly in its original location 
that in his opinion further study seems useless there. It 
is therefore fortunate that surviving speakers of  it could 
be located as far away as Palm Island. 

1. PHONOL O GY 

1. 1. The Phonemes 

1. 1. 1. The Consonants 

/b/ A bilabial lightly voiced stop, unaspirated in all 
instances. It occurs as syllable/word initial, but 
not as syllable word final. 

/d/ A lightly voiced dento-alveolar stop, unaspirated in 
all instances. It occurs as word/syllable initial, as 
syllable final, but not as word final. 

/� 

/dj/ 

A voiced retroflex stop, unaspirated in all instances. 
It occurs as syllable initial but not as word initial 
nor as syllable/word final. 

A voiced alveo-palatal stop, unaspirated in all in­
stances. It occurs as syllable/word ini tial but not 
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as syllable/word final. 

/g/ A lightly voiced velar stop, unaspirated in all in­
stances . It occurs as syllable/word initial, very 
rarely as syllable final, but not as word final. 

/1/ A voiced lateral continuant. It occurs as syllableI' 
word ini tial and as syllable/word final. 

/�/ A voiced lateral retroflex. It occurred quite rarely 
in the present corpus and only as a syllable initial 
but not as syllable/word final nor as word initial. 

/lj/ A voiced palatalised lateral. It occurs as syllable/ 
initial but not as word initial nor as syllable/word 
final. 

/m/ A voiced nasal bilabial. It occurs as syllable/word 
final/ ini tial. 

/n/ 

/nj/ 

A voiced alveolar nasal. It occurs as syllable/word 
final/initial. It clusters with /w/ as in [-wn-J. 
A palatalised voiced alveolar nasal. It occurs as 
syllable/word initial but not as syllable/word final. 

/�/ A voiced nasal velar. It occurs as syllable/word 

/r/ 

/r/ 

/y/ 

/w/ 

1. 1. 2. 
/ i/ 

/a/ 

ini t i all final. 

A voiced al ve6lar trill. It occurs as syllable/ ini­
tial/ final, but not as word initial/final. 
A voiced alveolar retroflex. It occurs as syllable 
ini tial/ final but not as word ini tial/ final. 
A voiced alveolar semi-vowel. It occurs as syllable/ 
word initial but not as syllable/word final. 
A voiced bilabial semi-vowel. It occurs as syllable/ 
word initial and as syllable/ final but not as word 
final. It clusters with /n/ as in [-wnJ. 

The Vowel s 

A high tense front vowel. It occurs as a syllable 
peak, as an initial syllable without onset or coda, as 
a word initial, and as syllable word final, but not as 
a medial syllable initial. [eJ is a lower case allo­
phone. 
A lax mid vowel. It occurs as a syllable peak, as an 
initial syllable without onset or coda, as word ini-
tial/ final, but not as a medial syllable initial. 

/u/ A high tense back vowel . It occurs as a syllable 
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peak, as word initial, but not as a medial syllable 
ini tiaL [0] is a lower case allophone . 

1. 1. 3. 

l uil 

I ail 

The Diphthongs 

guiga malangun ' fire ' 

gadai djala 'animal '. 

1. 2. The Sy llable in Gudandji 

1. 2. 1. Word-initial Syllables 

( 1) CVC-

(2) CV-

( 3 )  VC-

(4 ) CVCC-

�j��ga 
IJandjala - -
h�ara 
��ba 

!dlga1e 
aIJgare 

.9�!�ga 

'hair ' 

'tongue ' 

'mouth ' 
'skin ' 

'tail ' 
' east ' 

'opossum ' 

1. 2. 2. Inter-syllabic Syllables 

( 1) -CVC- manalJga 'river ' 
bunarma 'frui t '  

(-2 ) - CV- bu���gudju 'small ' 
gamQ.§.da 'sun ' 

(3) -VC- none 
(4 )  -V- none 

Word- final Syllables 

( 1 ) -CVC- maru b aIJ anm.§.n ' like ' 
gaidQin 'not 'l 'no ' 

('2) -CV w\.).ly , all together ' 

gudjar.§. , two ' 

(3) -VC none 
(4) -V none 
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2. FRA GMENTARY GRAMMAR 

2.1. The Noun and the Noun Phrase. The noun is a base ± an 
affix. 
2. 1.1. [-niJ may mark the subject of a verb. 
(a) dabara �andji giriya-ni ma�anma 

meat her woman cook 
'The woman is cooking the meat. ' 

(b) giriya-ni-�o �andji wagudbi buljigudji 
woman hers wash little 
'The woman is washing the child. ' 

(c) djuwa-ni-ya gu:ridbina 
man good 
'The man is good. ' 

waladj i 
do 

2. 1.2. [-yini] may mark a noun to signal that which is owned. 

(a) �aru - wa:di djandji-yini 
mine dog 
'This dog is mine. ' 

(b) djandji-yini djandji 
dog dog 

wawwnu 
whi te 

(?) 
"My dog will fight tomorrow.' 

gudjaibi 
fight 

bulanimanima 
tomorrow 

2.1. 3. [-na] may mark a noun for 'this'/'that' 
( a) gulaya-na 

head 
'th IS head' 

(b) nana giriyaga-na gu:ridbina mira 
this woman good see 
'This woman is good, see?' 

2.1.3. 1. [nana] is 'this'/'that' as appositives to the noun. 
(a) nana midjina gudgudbinagudbi gabigagamidbi 

this white woman not . laugh 
" 

'This white woman is not laughing. ' 
(b) gulayana nana gula �a�9 a 

head these head his/hers 
'these ... their heads' 

2. 1. 3. 2. [inja] is also 'this'/ 'that' which is owned. 
(a) djuwa inja-nidju garema wa�ara 

man that song do 
'That man is singing. !  



2. L 4. [-IJga] may mark a noun to indicate possessor. 
( a ) gangudji waladji neneIJgiya djuwa-IJga 

many children belong to ( ? ) man 
' Many children belong to that man. ' 

(b) barawyana IJayaIJga managiya midjina-IJga 
house hers belong'to ( ? ) white woman 
'The house belongs to the white woman. ' 

( c ) gangudji djandji IJanagi giriya-IJga 
many dogs belong to ( ? ) woman 
' Many dogs belong to that woman. ' 
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2. 1.4.1. [-warda] may mark a noun to indicate ownership o f  
state, condition, action. 
( a ) gangud bale gamidbi djuwa-warda -manbi 

many they 1 augh men 
'The men are in a state of  laughter. 

( b ) djuwa-warda-mandi winidbi waIJara 
men sing corroboree-like 
'The men are in a state of  singing. ' 

2 .  1. 5 .  
ness. 

[-gi/-ga/-gu] may mark a noun to signal purposive-

( a ) djuwa-gi-ni�ga guda 
man sick 
'The man is sick. ' 

(b) djuwa-ga-meina baladji 
man hungry 
'The man is hungry. ' 

( c ) djuwa-gu gabi gamidbi 
man no t 1 augh 
'The man is not laughing. ' 

2.1. 6 .  [-ma] may mark a noun for plural number. In the 
present corpus it was confined to non-human animate things. 
( a ) djandjigini-ma IJanIJadjuwal minIJuni 

dogs bark last nlght 
tThe dogs have been barking last night. ' 

2 . 1. 6 . 1. [-man] may mark a noun for plural number. In the 
present corpus this was confined to humans. 
( a ) gangud bale gamidbi djuwararda-man-bi 

many they 1 augh men 
'They - the men - are laughing. ' 
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gangud 
many 
'They 

bale niya gundji 
they they 

are good, see?' 

2. 1. 7. Resi dues 

guridjin-man-de-ya 
good 

2. 1. 7. 1. [-bi] 
(a) gangud bale 

many they 
'The men are 

gamidbi djuwawar�aman-bi 

2. 1. 7. 2. [-di] 

laugh men 
laughing. ' 

mira 
see 

(a) gangud bale-niya gundji guridjinman-di-ya mira 
many they 
'They are good. I 

2. 1.7. 3. [-ri] 
(a) djuwawardamandi-ri baladji 

men hungry 
'The men will be hungry. ' 

2. 1. 7. 4. [-ya] 
( a) (See 2. 1. 7. 2. (a) above.) 

good see 

2. 1. 8. Summary of Co-occurrence of Noun Suffixes 

2. 1. 8. 1. [-ni] 
(a) -ni-ya 
(b) -ni-dju 

2. 1. 8. 2. [-gil -ga] 
(a) -gi-ni-IJ-ga 
( b) -ga-mei-na 
(c) -gl-ni-ma 

2. 1. 8. 3. [-man] 
( a) -man-di-ya 

2. 2. The Pronoun and the Pronominal Phras e 

The pronoun 1S base + obligatory affix ± an optional 
affix. 

2. 2. 1. The pronominal bases are [IJa-] (sg.) and [IJu-] (pl. ) 
first personi and [IJa-] for second and third persons 
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singular. A tentatively postulated base for the third 
person plural is [iri-]. 

2. 2. 2. The pronouns in the nominative case are: 
I 

we 
you ( sg, ) 

he/ she 
they 

lJagu 
lJulu 
lJangi 
lJandji 
iri/ iru 

2. 2. 2. 1. There was some difficulty in establishing the 
second and third persons singular pronouns since the in­
formant almost always chose to give the forms 'this woman/ 
man here '. 

2.2. 3. The pronouns in 
mine 
your (sg.) 
his/her 
theirs 

the genitive case are: 
lJaru-wardi/lJaru-warda 
lJalJga 
lJalJga/nilJga 
irilJga 

2. 2. 3.1. [-lJga] marked all pronouns in the corpus for pos­
sessive except the first person. 
(a) ganbibale iri-lJga guda ginbiya 

theirs sick 
'Illness is theIrs. ' 

2.2. 3. 2. [-warda] was limited in the present corpus to 
third and first 'person singular. 
(a) lJarga-warda gula 

my head 
(b) lJalJga-warda gula 

his head 

2.2. 4. [nana] is 'this' / 'that' . 
(a) nana gu�i bagidgana 

thi s good not 
'This one is not good. ' 

(b) nana midjidjina baladjigana 
this white woman hungry 
'This white woman is hungry. ' 

2.2.4. 1. [yana] was translated by the informant as 'so that 



8 

is 
(a) yana �a�ga nidja 

that your name 
'80 that's your name! ' 

(b) yananiyaba �a�i gaigai nidja 
that your husband name 
'80 that 's your husband 's name!' 

2. 2. 5 .  [-ya/ -niyaJ 
(a) iri-ya-gundji 

may mark a pronoun 
gagare baladji 

hungry 

for emphasis. 

they 
'They are hungry, I 

(b) gangud bale-niya gundji 
many they 
'They are good, see? ' 

guri�jinmandiya 
good 

mira 
see 

2. 2. 6. [-djiJ may mark a pronoun to signal joint/common 
participatfon in an action/ condi t ion. 
(a) inja djandji irugan-dji 

these dogs they 
'They own the dogs j ointly. ' 

(b) ��ruwar-dji djandjidjandjin �an-dji-niya 
mlne dogs yours 

You and I together own the dogs. ' 

2 . 2.7. 
intent, 

[-ga/-guJ may mark a pronoun for purposiveness or 

(a) iriya-gu-ndji - ga-ga-re baladji 
they hungry 
'They are hungry for food. ' 

2 . 2. 8. Certain pronominal forms and affixes in interroga­
tive structures deserve attention. 

2 . 2. 8. 1. [-nji/-njaJ may mark [indjanJ 'where ' to signal a 
general undefined direction, 
(a) indjanini-nja migulugbi 

whereabouts live 
'Where do you live?' 

(b) indjana-nji mamaronnayaru 
where come from 
"Where did you come from? ' 



9 

2,2,8,2, r-ru] may mark [wundju] 'where ' to signal distance 
from here. 
(a) wundjuwunjuya-ru 

where 
IWhere are you going? ' 

(b) (See 2. 2. 8. 1. (b) above. ) 

2,2. 8. 3, [-ni/-na] may mark [indja] 'who ' for emphasis as 
in 'this your ... '. 

(a) indja-ni-n �a�i mabai 
who your father 
'Who is your father? '  

indja-na �a�ina indjaga-na 
who your who 
'Who is your mother? ' 

�a�ina 
your 

mira 
see 

gudjinja 
mother 

2. 2. 8. 4. [-gu/-ga] may mark [indja] 'who ' and [wundju] 
' what' for purposiveness. 

(a) wundju-gu-n-dja manidjin nidja 
what call name 
'What is your name?' 

(b) (See 2,2.8. 3. (b) for [indja-ga-na].  

2.2. 8. 5, [-dja] may mark [wundju] 'what' to signal 'what 
all together '. 
(a) (See 2. 2. 8. 4. (a). ) 

2,2,8.6. [njuri/njuru] seems to be a pronominal form con­
fined only to 'yes '/ 'no ' questions. 
(a) wayal njuri balidj i maIJanmi 

lot you hungry eat 
'Are you hungry? ' 

(b) wayal njuru marabu�a djandji 
lot you like dogs 
'Do you like dogs? ' 

2.2,8. 7. [�aIJi] seems to be a possessive pronomjnal second 
person form confined only to interrogative structures. 
(a) indjan walamandi �a�i 

where all yours 
'Where is your family? ' 

(b) indjanin �aIJi mabai 
who your father 
'Who is your father? ' 
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2, 2,9. [-wulu/-lu/bala] may mark a pronoun to signal 'all 
together ' , 
(a) gudjai irugu-lu djandji wuruluIJga gudjaibi 

fight they dogs all together fight 
'The dogs are fighting, ' 

(b) IJulano-wulu gamidbi nana giriya 
we-two all together laugh this woman 
'We all together are 1 aughing, ' 

(c) gangud-bala-ni wiri maIJanmi 
many . they happy eat 
'They all are happy and eating, ' 

2. 2.10, Summary o f  Co-occurre n ce o f  Pronoun Su f fixes 

2.2. 10. 1. [-gal -gu] 
(a) -gu-ndji/-ndja 
(b) -ga-na 

2.2.10.2. [-ni/-na] 
(a) -ni-nja 
(b) -m-n 

(c) -na-nji 

2, 2. 10. 3. [-ya] 
(a) -ya-ru 

2. 2. 10. 4. E-dj i] 
( a) -dj i-niya 

2.3. The Verb and the Verb Phrase 

The verb s base ± an affix. 

2, 3.1. It W0S not possible to establ�sh the aspect system 
o f  Gudandji, Perhaps the following examples might illustrate 
part of the d' fficulty, 
(a) IJangi midjinano iJunidju waIJara 

you whlte woman sing corroboree-like 
'You are s._nging a song 

(b) IJangi giriyan IJunidju waIJara bulanimanima 
you wom'n sing 
' You will sing tomorrow. ' 

corroboree tomorrow 



(c) u . o  wulumu �an�a mandidjanima 
all-together bark last night 
'They (the dogs) barked last night. ' 

(d) djandji wuluwulu �an�a wulu bulanimanima 
dogs all-together bark all tomorrow 
'They (the dogs) will bark tomorrow. I 
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2. 3. 2. 
plural 

[-walaJ may mark a verb or a verbalised form, 

la) djandji-ginima 
dog 

IJanIJadju-wala 
bark 

mandidjanima 
last night 

muranbaniminmuranbani 
state/condition of being noisy(?) 
'The dog has been barking last night. 

(b) djaruwadj aru-wala maru- wa djaruwaIJiIJa 
heavy get in hand heavy 
'It's heavy; I can't get it in hand.' 

2.3.3. [-biJ may mark a transi ti ve verb, 
(a) djandjinidjandji wawunu gudjai-bi bulanimanima 

dog white fight tomorrow 
'The white dog will fight (the other) tomorrow.' 

(b) djuwanigani nidjunid-bi wa�ara 
man sing corroboree-like 
'The man is singing (a song) corroboree·-ljke ' 

(c) indjanininja migulug-bi 
where live 

Whereabouts do you live?' 

2.3.4. [-djuJ may mark a verb to indicate action jointly 
participated in. 
(a) djuwa inja nid-dju -garema waIJara 

man this sang corroboree-·like 
'This man sang corroboree-like ' (Corroboree singing 

is group singing.) 
(b) djandji - ginima IJanIJa-dju-wala 

dogs' bark 
'The dogs/dog have/has been barking (,toget her wi th 

others). ' 

2. 3. 5. [-ya] may mark a verb to' emphasi ze a negative ele-· 
ment - something like 'yes, it is not the case that.,,' 
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( a) gabun-wundi-gabun-wunda 
not (?) 
'Yes, I have not eaten.' 

gaidbi 
not 

maIJanma - ya 
eat yes 

2.3.6. [-minJ may mark a verb to signal 'state/ condi tion of 
being ... I. 

(a) wayal njuri balidji maIJan-min 
Int you hungry eat 
'Are you in a state of hunger?' 

(b) djandji-ginima �anIJadjuwala mandidjanima 
dog bark . last night 
muranbani-min 
state of being noisy (?) 
'The dog has been in a state of noisiness last night, ' 

2. 3.7. [-waJ may mark a verb to signal 'away from'. 
(a) �ja�uwadja�uwala ma�u-wa �jaruwaIJlIJa 

heavy get in hand heavy 
'It's heavy; I can't get it In hand. ' 

2. 4. Reduplication involves either a reduplicatlon o f  a 
part or the whole of  a certain form. In all cases o f  re­
duplication the aim seems to be one of  signalling emphasis, 
intensity, frequency, repetitlon. 

2. 4. 1. In Modi fiers 

(a) gudgudbina from gudbi 'not' 
(b) 

( c) 
djaruwaninadjruwanina 
gabunwun�igabunwun�a 

2. 4. 2. In Pronouns 

(a) wuluwulu 
(b) wurulu from wulu 

2. 4. 3. In Inte rro�ative s 

from 
from 

djaruwa 'heavy' 
gabunwundi 'never' 

'all together' 

(a) yanulyanulyima from yanul 'when' 
(b) wundjuwundjuyaro from wundju 'where' 
(c) indjana • . •  indja from indja 'who' 
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2.5. Sentence Structure 

13 

2.5.1. The equational sentence is usually N + Mod, Mod + N 
or simply N. 

( a ) naruwardi djandjini 
mine dog 
'This dog is mine. ' 

( b ) IJangawarda 
his 
"Those boots are his. q 

2.5.2. The intransitive verb sentence structure IS usually 
N + V. 

( a) giriya �andji nidJu wa�ara 
woman she- sing corroboree-like 
'The woman is singing. ' 

( b) djandji wuluwulu IJanIJa wulu bulinamanimaga 
dogs all together bark all tomorrow 
qThe dogs will bark tomo ro .' 

2.5.3. The transitive verb sentence structure is usually 
Nsubj + V + NObj or Nsubj + 'obj + V (the firslo order 
beIng more common in the present corpus ) . 

( a ) giriya niIJima maIJanma dab�ri mandlya-minIJuni 
woman cook meat - last night 
QThe woman cooked the meat la t night. 9 

( b) giriyan IJandji wagudbi bulJigidji-waladji 
woman she wash ttle child 
QThe woman is washing the b by. ' 

( c ) dabara IJandji giriyani maIJanma 
meat she- woman cook 
'The woman is cooking the me t. ' 

2:5:4: The sentence with a negatIve element is usually 
N + Neg + V 1: �lodo 

(a) midJidjina - gabinya gaidbi maIJanma 
white woman not eat 

The white woman is not eat ng. ' 
(b) IJaIJura gai�bin maIJinma mandidjanima 

I not eat yesterday 
'I  did not eat yesterday. ' 

�.5.4. I. It would seem that [gaidbi] negated the verb  
*hiie [gabi!gabu] negated the N. 
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(a) midjidjina gabinya gaidbi ma�anma 
white woman not not eat 
'The white woman is not eatlng. ' 

(b) gabi �uludji gai�bi ma�inma �uluwanji 
not we not eat we 
'We are not eating. ' 

(c) �a�u gabi gamidbi 
I not laugh 
'I  am not laughing (but those girls over there are).' 

(d) �uluwano gabu �uludji gamidbi 
we not we laugh 
'We are not laughing (but they are) . ., 

2. 5. 4.2. The use of [bagidJ in the present corpus is il­
lustrated by its one occurrence where it was used by the 
informant to negate [guriJ 'good '. 

(a) nana guri bagi�-gana 
this good not 
'This one is not good. ' 

2. 5. 5. The 'when' question is usually lot (± N) + V. 

(a) ya�ulu njuduwa 
when away 
'When are you going away?' 

(b) ya�uluya�ulyimawan �inyima gudjigai 
when you born 
'When were you born?' 

2. 5.6. The 'where' (place where something/somebody is) 
question is usually lot (± N) (± V). 

(a) indjanininja migulugbi 
where live 
'Where do you live?' 

(b) indjanwalamandi �a�i 
where all yours 
'Where is your family?' 

2. 5. 6. 1. The 'where' (direction o f  coming or going) ques­
tion is usually lot (± N) + V. 

(a) wundjuwunjuyaro 
where go 
'Where are you going?' 



2.5. 7, The Iwhol question is usually lot + N. 

( a ) indjanin �a�i mabai 
who your father 
'Who is your father?' 

(b) indjana �a�ina indjagana �a�ina mira 
who your who your see 

gudjinj a 
mother 

'Who is your mother?' 

2,5,8. The 'what' question is usually lot + N. lot 

wundju 

( a ) wundjugundja manidjin nidja 
what . call- name 
'What is your name?' 

2.5.9. The lwhy question is lot + N + V. 

( a ) wundu-injiman njani marubu�anman 
why· you ( ? ) like 

ma�inma 
eat 

'Why do you like to eat?1 

2. 5.10. The Iyes' /'no' questlon is usually lot + N + 

( a ) wayal njuri gu:ri�bina mira 
lot you good see 
'Are you good?' 

(b) wayal njuri balidj i ma�anmin 
lot you hungry eat 
'Are you hungry?' 

(c) wayal njuru marubu�a djandji 
10 t you like Clogs 
'Do you like dogs? \ 

3. SOME M I N I M AL AND SUB MINHIAL P A I RS IN GUD A N DJ I 

mulu eye wulandji snake 
0 

gula head waladj i child 

djaga thigh wumandji dingo 

�jaIJa foot wulandji snake 

waba skin wara face 
u 

V" 

15 

wara face nara digging stick 
. 
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damara 
bamara 

gumara 
bamara 

manuga 
IJaIJga 

djuruma 
_ 0 

adjudama 

ganduru 
margulu 

wura wura 
wara 

0 

gula 
guda 

wanda 
- -

gunda 

wara 
. 

ga:ru 

ganawa 
garaga 

male 
-bale 

gu:ru 
garu 

0 

-warda 
wara 

0 

coolarnin 
mouth 

leg 
mouth 

ear 
his 

belly 
kangaroo 

leg 
egg 

wood 
face 

head 
rock 

grass 
tree 

face 
bark of  tree 

long 
short 

fat 

(plural marker) 

round 
bark of  tree 

('possessive,marker) , 
face 

IJaIJga 
njuIJga 

mangilj i 
djuguli 

njuIJga 
muna 

wanami 
warami 

0 

djamba 
dimba 

djumbala 
9 amb ada 

njuIJga 
IJaIJga 

linga 
laIJga 

margulu 
magura 

djuguli 
yugala 

djuguli 
-

mangilji 

djarma 
_ 0 

damara 

margulu 
bargu 

his 
hair 

tail 
boomerang 

hair 
cold ashes 

sea 
water 

ground 
sky 

European clothes 
sun 

hair 
your 

chest 

north 

egg 
wind 

boomerang 
smoke 

boomerang 
scales 

shield 
coolamin 

egg 
fighting stick 
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woindjira leaf wir mani to be happy 

w�ndira root gir ya-ni worn n 

gaguyi fish mai "b� to kill 

gangudji far gaidbi not/no 

bulJugudju small IJulu i we together 
-

buljigudji sklnny bulJ udju smalJ 

�jargura white njuri you (j nterrogat::. vel 

djundura brown guri good 

bamara mouth IJulu we 

dam'1ra coolamin njurl you \ In t.errogat i ve) 

IJanmara red 
IJulu we 

idjugi boy wulu all toge her 

gudj -gi two men 
lidJa teeth 

-

IJanIJa to bark nidja name 

IJaIJga your 
Jaidb� to kllJ 

-

gamidb to laugh 

4. P A R T I AL V O C A BUL A RY 

4. 1. Parts 0 f the Human Bod 

arm djalo hair njuIJga 
back durindja hand marna 

" 

beard yamanguma head gula 
belly �juruma knee baIJgera 
blood IJulja eg ganduru/ gumara 

hest linga mouth bamara 
ar manuga neck birumanma 

eye mulu ncse galama 
" 

t ·ce wara shouJder malaIJandji 
0 

foot �jaIJa sk'n waba 
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teeth lidja 
thigh djaga 
tongue nandjala 

4.2. Animals and Parts of an Animal Body 

animal gadai djala 
back of a dog durindja 
bird dulaidji 
dingo womandji 
dog djandji 
egg margulu 
feather madarda 
fish gaguyi 
fur wayamu 

4. 3. Implements 

blunt knife njunju�ga 
boomerang djuguli 
coolamin damara 
digging stick nara 
European clot hes djumbala 

horse wonana 
kangaroo adjudama 
leg of a dog ganduru 
opossum gawnga 
scales of a mangilji 

fish 

snake 

t ail of a 
dog 

wallaby 

wolandji 
ulgale yama 

babali 

fighting stick bargu 
sharp knife wurumbilji 
sh i el d dj a:rma 
spear mugura 
spear thrower �alega 

4. 4. Other Things in the Envi ronmen t 

ashes ( cold ) mU!Ja li t tle stick bulugudju gunda 

ashes ( hot ) IJalarJargu moon yagawe 

bark of tree garu mountain maluwa gudanja 

big stick mala gunda river mana!Jga 

fire dja!Jun/ guiga rock guda 
malalJgun root windira 

0 

flower yirga sand djamba 
fruit bunarma sea wanami 
grass wanda sky dimba 
ground djamba smoke yugala 
leaf woindjira star djingidji 



stone bulugudju guda 
sun gambada 
tree gunda 

4. 5. Directions, Di stances, 

east aIJgagara 
north laI�ga 
south IJundiwi 
west bayamo 
big dj ilj i 
far gangudji 
fat male 
heavy djaruwa 

0 

long ganawa 
near ganagidjana 

4.6. Amoun t, Number, Tim e 

4. 7. 

boy 

child 

father 

girl 

Peopl e 

idjugi 
waladj i 
mabai 
walaIJa 

few 

many 

nothing 

one 

two 

three 

last night 

tomorrow 

yesterday 
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vegetable IJalenma 
water warami 
wind magura 
wood wurawura gunda 

Physical Descrip tion s, Colours 

round gurugula 
short garaga 
skinny buljigudji 
small buljugudju 
straigb t gana widjuwa 
square yaramba 
brown djundjura 
black IJumudji 
red IJanmara 
white djargura 

gudjara 
gangunj a/ gangudj i 

gabi 

gandawgi 
gudjara 
murgunga 

mandidjanima 
bulanimanima 
nidjininima 

man 

mother 

woman 

djuwa 
guyunji 
giriya 
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4.8. Actions 

to be bad) cheeky balaIJudji 
to bark IJanIJa-
to come (?) mamaron 
to eat maIJanma 
to dwell/to live in migulugbi 
to fight gudjai 
to be good gu�idbina 
to go away (? ) njuduwal wandada 
to be hungry baladji 
to kill maidbi 
to laugh gamidbi 
to like something/someone marubuIJa 
to rejoice wiri 
to sing nidbi nidju 
to sing corroboree-like waIJara 
to talk maIJaluwe 
to wash wagudbi 
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