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O .  I N T RO DU C T I O N  

The fi fty or s i xty Kunj en ( Oykangant ) sp eaker s who l ive  
at  the M i t ch e l l R i ve r  M i s s i o n  and on surroundi ng c at t l e  
stat ions are now l argely detr i b al i sed,  ob serving to a l e s ser 
and l e s ser  degree the cus toms o f  the i r  anc e s to r s .  1 Thi s 
d i scu s sion  o f  the i r  p ronominal and k in sh i p  terms b r i ng s  to 
l ight a d i st inct correl at ion between Kunj en l ingu i s t i c s  and 
soc i al behav iour .  

1 .  P RO NO U N S  

Kunj en p r o no un s ar e fr ee fo rms ;  the  fo l l ow i ng mat r i x  
represents the Nominat ive forms :  

Ch a r t  I a  

P e r s o n  Si n g u l a r Du a l  P l u r a l 

1 incl .  al iy ampul 
excl . ay alinj anj tan 

NOMINA TI VE 
2 inang upal urr 
3 il ul etn 

Kunj en words fol low a vowel - i n i t i al/ con sonant- final p at 
t ern . 2 Compar i son wi th the pronominal forms o f  geographi c
a l l y  nearby l anguage s i nd i c at e s  that con fo rmi t y  to t h i s  
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word- p at t ern has been ach i eved for Kunj en pronoun s l argely 
by  the loss of the ini t i al con sonant and/ or final vowel . 

The Common Austral i an 1st pers .  s i ng .  nom. ngai sugge sted 
by C ap e l l  ( 19 6 2 ) 3 , the Gugu- Yal anj i n g ayu5 and the W i k
Munkan ngay4 are thus reduc ed to the ay above . Thi s  system
at i c  change may b e  t r aced al so i n  the 3rd p e r s .  dual nom. 
ul that has clear relat ionsh i p s  with Gugu-Yal anj i pula, Koko 
B er a  pulu and Wik-Munkan pul; the 2nd pers .  plur. urr wh i ch 
r e l at e s  to Gugu- Yal anj i yurra, Koko Bera  yurr; and o ther  
forms . 

Th e p er s i s t ence  o f  pul i n  the dual forms  o f  Kunj en i s  
confi rmatory evi dence o f  i t s  ant i qu i ty and stab i l i ty i n  the 
C ape  York/We s t ern Desert L anguages ,  already remarked o n  at 
l ength by C ap el l  ( i b i d . ) .  pul app e ar s  wi th a vowel change 
( Koko Ber a yipel,  2nd per s .  dual ) ,  wi th l o s s  o f  p art o f  the 
form ( ul above ) ,  min imally ( Wik-Munkan pul ,  3rd pers .  dual ) ,  
o r  i n  i nver s i on ( Gugu- Yal anj i pul a, Kunj en upal , 3rd p er s .  
plur . ) . 6 

The p art i cl e  l i  no t ed by  C apell  app e ars  al so i n  the 1 st 
p er s .  dual forms;  a feature shared by Gugu-Yal anj i and Koko 
Bera. 

These occurrenc es are s igni fi can t  in vi ew o f  the very l ow 
l evel o f  co inc i denc e o f  Kunj en word s wi th C apell ' s  "Common 
Au s t r al i an "  vo c abul ary ( i b i d . , 80 ff. ) .  Only f i v e  Kunj en 
words approach thi s CA l i st :  el ' eye ' , al ' fi re ' , uW ' give ' , 
in : s i t l , utj i r ' two ' .  

Chart Ib indi c at e s  that the general marker for p o s se s si v e  
c ase i s  -ang ,  and Ch art I c  i nd i cates  -ng an a s  t h e  general 
marker o f  the obj ective case.  

POSSESSI VE 

OBJECTI VE 

Ch a r t  I b  

P e r s o n  Si n gu l a r 

1 incl . 

2 
3 

excl . aten 
inin 
ing in  

Ch a r t  I e  

P e r so n  Si n g u l a r  

1 inc l .  

2 
3 

excl . atun 
inun 
i ngun 

Du a l  P l u r a l  

al ing ampun g 
alinj ang anj t ang 
upang urrang 
ulang etnang 

Du a l  P l u r a l  

al ing an ampungan 
al inj an anj tangan 
upangan urrangan 
ulangan etnangan 

l 



55 

The regul ar i ty of fo rmat ion of the non- s ingul ar fo rms 
contrast s wi th the unpred i c t able  s ingul ar forms .  

2 .  SO C I AL O R G AN I S A T I O N : K I N SH I P  

There has been cons i derabl e anthropolog i c al re search i nto 
the so c i al organ i sat ion of the C ap e  Yo rk t r ib e s .  R . M .  and 
C . H. Berndt ( 19 64 ,  80- 81 ) , comment ing on thi s work , re fer to 
Sharp ( 19 39 ) : 7 

"The quest ion o f  status i s  sign i f i c ant here,  as in  
all Abo r i g i n al so c i e t i e s  to a l e s ser or greater  
d egre e ,  and thi  s i s exp r e s s ed  through sp e c i  f i c  
s t at u s  r el at i o n sh i p s .  Sh arp sp e ak s  o f  ' we ak 
rel at ionship s '  b al anced by ' strong rel at ionship s ' ,  
s ay ing that th i s  ' i s nec e s s ary fo r a so c i ety i n  
wh i ch e v ery ac t i ve indi v i dual r e l at i o n sh i p ,  a t  
l e ast be tween mal e s ,  i nvolves  a defini t e  and ac 
c ep t ed sup e r i o r i  t y  and i n fe r i o r i t y . . .  Even i n  
d i s t an t  r e l at i o n sh ip s  there i s  al way s pre sent a 
r ec o gn i z ed e l emen t o f  sup ero r d i nat i o n  and sub
o rdinat i on ' ( i b i d . , 4 19 ) . Th i s  i n e qual i ty ,  in
herent in the kinship t ermi nology, i s  demon strated 
i n  k i n sh ip b ehaviour ,  and i s  fur ther exemp l i fi ed 
i n  asymme tr i c al o r  un i l at er al p r e ferent i al mar
r i age. " 

Th i s  con c ep t  o f  ' sup erordinat ion ' and ' sub ordinat i on ' ,  
app l i ed to k i nship terminology i n  Kunj en, reveal s an int er
e st ing s t ruc tur e .  S ince  the marr i age s fol l o w  the general 
Murngin p at tern , and the so c i ety i s  strongl y  p at r i l i n e al ,  
mal e s  take p r io r i ty over femal es  where o therwi se any e qual
i ty m i ght be  as sumed .  Memb e r sh ip in a s e n i o r  gener at i on 
confers superordinat ion.  

The numeral s in the following chart ind i c ate a di fferenc e 
in generat ion l evel s .  

3. K I N SH I P T ERM S 

Sup e ro r di n a t e  

2 
apmingarr 
atj ingarr 

ff/mm 
fm/mf 

Ch a r t  I I  

Su b o r di n a t e  

arrngkapmalk 
arrngkatj alk 

s s/dd 
sd/ ds  

( Continued o n  page  56) 
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C h a r t  I I  - cont i nued from p age 55 

Su p e r o r di n a t e  Su bo r di n a  t e  

ipangarr f/ fb arrngk chi l d  amangarr m/ms 
alangarr mb/ fsh uwangarr l niece/ 
inj angarr fs/mbw antangarr nephew 

olangarr ob akangarr yb 

0 
epangarr o s  elangarr ys 
orangarr h urrangarr w 
ulangarr cous i n  etnangarr cou s i n  

D i fferent i at ion on t h e  b as i s  o f  generat i on and sex re
m a i n s  v al i d  up to  the f i n al " 0 " s e c to r  wh ere the upp e r  
s er i e s  { orangarr, urrangarr} i s  sup e ro rdinate to the l ower 
{ ulan�arr, etnangarr} , fo l lowing the p at t ern o f  the preced
i ng "0 " s e c to r  ( b ro ther/ s i s t e r ) b u t  the r e ason i s  l e s s  
o bvious .  It  i s  to  be  found in the status o f  the p rogeni tors 
o f  ulangarr and etnangarr, c er t a inl y ,  but  an e st ab l i shed 
p attern has yet to  develop . 

4. CO RREL A T I O N  

A l arg e p rop o r t ion  o f  the k i n sh i p  t e rms  set  out  abo v e  
i s  der i ved from the po s sess ive pronouns o f  Chart Ib , usually 
by the add i t ion  of -arr, the o r i g i n  o f  wh i ch i s  unc er t ai n .  
urran g ' your s { p lu r . } ' ,  urran g arr ' wi fe ' ; ulan g  ' th e i r s  
{ dual } ' ,  ulangarr ' cou s in ' ; etnang ' thei r s  { plur . } ' , etnangarr 
' cou s in ' ; anjtang ' ours { excl . p lur. } ' ,  antangarr ' nephew ' . 

M i nimal change o f  a vowel i n  c e r t ai n  o f  the p ronom i n al 
forms o f  Char t I b  has  enab l ed the use o f  one bas i c form i n  
e xp re s s i ng several relat i on sh ip s .  ulang ' the i r s  { dual } ' ;  
ulangarr ' cous i n ' ;  thu s mod i fi es to olangarr ' older bro ther ' ,  
elangarr ' younger s i ster ' and alangarr ' uncle ' .  

The fi rst  p er son p ronouns { wi th the except i on o f  anj t an g  
' ours { excl . plur . } ' ;  antang arr ' nephew' } are no t used t o  
exp ress  kinsh i p .  8 The reason for thi s  i s  uncert ain ,  but may 
p erhap s i nvolve the fac t that k insh ip terms al ready exp re s s  
r el at i on sh ip s b ased  o n  EGO . The fa i lure  to u t i l i se the 
first  p er son has made nec e s s ary the economy no t ed above in 
minimal vowel changes .  

Wi th the ex c ep t i on of some of the se  min imal l y  der i v e d  
fo rm s ,  a fur ther p at tern i ng may be  evi denced by  Char t I I .  
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The s i ngul ar and dual fo rms of  Ch art I b  are  found in  the 
' sup ero r d i n at e ' c o l umn , wh i l e  subord inat i o n  i s  e xp r e s sed  
through p lural forms .  

5 .  R E S I DU AL F O RM S  

Wh i l e  inj ang arr ' aunty ' i s  t ra c e a b l e  to  inin9 ' yo u r s  
( s ing. ) ' , terms such a s  amangarr ' mother ' ,  akangarr ' younger 
b rother ' c annot be traced d i rectly to p ronominal forms .  I t  
i s  suggested rather that the terms st i ll unaccounted for may 
be  deri ved from the words for ' man ' , ' ch il d ' , and ' gi ve ' . 

pama ' ( nat ive ) man ' i s  u sed by the Kand j u ,  Gugu- Yim i d i r ,  
and Gugu-Yal anj i ,  and may be  con s i dered the ori g i nal form o f  
the Kunj en apm, whi ch has undergone vowel l o s s  and inver s ion 
to  c o n fo rm to  Kunj en p ho no l o g y .  I t  may b e  t h i s fo rm,  
further mod i fi ed by vowel change and/or consonant loss  that 
i s  b eh i nd amangarr ' mother ' and ipang arr ' father ' .  Thi s i s  
supported by the o ccurrence o f  apm i n  the bloc  i nd i cat ing a 
g ener at i on d i f fe r en c e  o f  2 ,  wh ere i t  app arently  d eno t e s  
matr i l i neal o r  p atr i l i n eal cont inui  t y  o f  l in e .  atj con
t ras t s  wi th apm in the same b l o c ;  i t  o c cur s in i so l at i o n  
wi th the meaning o f  ' mud ' . 

Berndt s ( 19 64 ) , i n  di scu s s i ng the re spons i b i l i t i e s  and 
p r i v ileges o f  the mother ' s  brother and father ' s  s i ster,  sug
gest that the se relat ionsh ip s  are "p i vo t al " and "cruc i al "  i n  
Abor i g i n al so c i ety . Th e se s t rong words exp re s s  t h e  d e ep 
i nterest anthropologi st s have shown i n  the mother ' s  brother/ 
father ' s  s i ster : nephew/ n i ec e  relat ionshi p .  The except ional 
u se o f  anj tang ' our s ( excl .  plur . ) ' , antangarr ' nephew' has  
already b een no t e d .  uwangan ,  o u r  clo se st d i c t ionary ent ry 
to uwangarr ' n i ece ' ,  has the meaning of 'might give ' ,  whi ch ,  
b e s i de be i ng a dep ar ture from the general p at t ern,  c arr i e s  
i nterest i ng suggestions .  1 0  

arrngk ' ch i l d '  may be  the  resul t o f  the p roc e s s  of  vowel 
l o s s  and inver s i on app l i ed to akang arr ' younge r  bro ther ' .  
Ne i ther pul nor l i  c an be  cl early accounted  fo r i n  any o f  
the k in ship  terms .  
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epepang ; etnan g arr ' co u s i n '  b ecome s netn an g . The fo rms 
eparrntj ( arr) ) etnarrntj ( arr) ) etc . , would be used to re fer 
to ' my older s i ster ' , ' my cousin ' ,  etc . In d i scu s s i ons  over 
a th ird person,  the sp eaker honours the hearer by u sing the 
t e rm deno t i ng t h e  h e ar e r ' s  r e l at i on sh i p  t o  t h at t h i r d  
person. Anthropolog i c al research into the soc i al organ i sa
t ion o f  the Kunj en p eople wi l l  no doub t afford more prec i se 
defini t ions o f  some rel at i onsh i p  terms .  
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