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O. I N T RO DU C T I O N  

The purpose of thi s  p ap er is  to  give a descrip t i on of the 
phonology of the Anyul a 1 l anguage wi th p ar t i cul ar referenc e 
to  the phoneme , syll ab l e  and word l evel s .  2 

l. P H O N EM E S  

Anyul a has  2 0  consonan t s  whi ch i nclude s top s ,  n a s al s ,  
l ateral s , sem i vowel s and the v i brant r. The se contrast  as  
in  Chart 1. There are 3 vowel s whi ch contrast ac cording to 
front ,  mid and back art i cul ati on .  Allophoni c  v ar i at ion i s  a 
feature of vowel man i festat ion .  

l. 1 Consonan tal D e s c ri p t i on 

Ch a r t  1 

L abi a l  I n te r - Al veo - A l v eo l a r  R e  t r o - Ve l a r  
d e n  tal den tal f1 e x e d  

St op s  b g dj d d 9 
Na s a l s m n nj n n IJ 

L at e  ra l s 1 lj 1 1 
Sem i v o wel s 
/ Vi bran t w y r r 
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1. 11 Co n so n an tal Co n t ras t 

Stop s contrast as i n :  
dubaga ' gr i nding stone ' 
wugayi ' grandchild ' 
gudjaga ' mother ' 
gudargu ' brolga'  
gu�andu ' hard ' 
wugawu ' word ( genit i ve ) ' 

Nasals  contrast as in :  
::umanIJu 
wunaga 
wunjaga 
wunala 
awuna 
maIJara 

' s i ngle man ' 
' younger s i bling ' 
' father ' 
' kangaroo ' 
, fog '  
, food '  

L aterals contrast as  i n: 
nalanu 
walja 

yala 

L at erals  
LJali 
walja 

IJali 
ya�a 
IJaH 
aga�i 
-muruma 
-muruma 

' t i - tree b ark ' 
' dugong ( sea 

mammal ) , 
' creek ' 

' new foli age ' 

IN and I �I contrast 
' what? ' 
' dugong ( sea 

mammal ) , 
' we two ( i ncl. ) , 
' creek ' 
' really! ' 
' at a we stern plac e ' 
' to shut ' 
' to cut ' 

Semivowels contrast as i n: 

banj dja 
dambira 
-

. 

djandini 
dangudangur 
dumandalu 
. 

--

gambaa 

namba 
IJanga 
banj dja 
manga 
ma�ga 
gaIJga 

abaral 

mawabal 

as in :  

walgur 
a�gu 

v argu 

' red ant ' 
' spear shaft ' 
' that ( fern. ) ' 
' red '  
' to get ' 
' in the sun ' 

' there ' 
' where? ' 
' red ant ' 
' body ' 
' grub ' 
' because ' 

' black 
cock atoo ' 

' wi ld pot ato ' 

' asleep ' 
, fi sh' 
' other ' 



walgura 
yalguyi 
�awurgi 

L ab i al s  
baraga 
malala 

' b i g ' 
' young fell ow '  
' water seep age ' 

contrast as i n: 
' mo ther ' 
' emu ( b i rd ) ' 

waraba ' no '  

Interdental s contrast as i n :  
IJana1 ' body hai r ' 
nalanu ' t i - tree bark ' 
IJagara ' we two ( excl . ) , 

Al veodent al s contrast as i n: 

niwanj i 
miyadji 
wiraIJu 

nanawawidj i 
lambidji 
dambira - . 
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' an imal fl e sh '  
' wi dower ' 
' concern ing ' 

' marri ed man ' 
' wind '  
' spear shaft ' 

dj ilili 
njiba 

' spring of  water ' bulawidji ' wh i t e  hai r ' 
' c al m '  -manganinja p ast continuous 

yiliH ' blood ' 

Alveol ar s  contrast as in :  
dangudangur ' red'  
langalanga ' qui ckly ' 
nangawa 
raIJadj ara 

' l agoon ' 
' l i ghtning '  

Retro fl exe s. contrast as i n :  3 

IJ�a 
ya�a 
mada 
awara 

' I ' 
' new fol i age ' 
, al so ' 
' pl ac e '  

Vel ars contrast as i n: 
' bec au se' 
' a  col d '  

tense  
' ro sell a  ( b ird ) ' 

ramiyimiyi ' a  fly '  
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1.12 Con sonan t a l  Var i an t s 

The ser i e s  of stop s vary according to vOIcIng, voi c ele s s
n e s s  and voi c ele s s  asp i r at i on ,  thi s latter  fe ature b e i ng 
more app ar en t  i n  sp eak e r s  who have h ad mos t  con t ac t  wi th 
Engl i sh .  These allophone s oc cur i n  free var i at ion but the 
t endency h a s  be en not ed for voi c i ng to be  more  fre quent 
b etween vowels and at the on s e t  of  a stres sed syllable in 
word medi al posi t i on .  

/dj/ i s  man i fe sted by  two var i ants  accordi ng to release .  
The unrele ased var i ant occurs in syllable final posi t i on and 
the released var i ant elsewhere . 

( unrele ased) wadjbaya ' c all out! ' 

( released)  
budidjbudidj ' tangled' 
djilili 
badjiwa 

' spring of water' 
' there he i s' 

Th er e i s  var i at i on o f  a r e s t r i c t e d  t yp e  b e twe en t h e  
p honeme s /dj/ and /g/. The restr i c t i on i s  morphologi c ally 
p r e d i c t ab l e . V ar i a t i on oc c ur s i n  i n i  t i al p o s i t i on i n  
p ronominal verb prefi xes .  In an area of  noun affi xat i on gi
and dji- oc cur , the former b e i ng used  exclu si vely by male 
sp eakers and the l atter by female sp e aker s .  It  may b e  that 
the fluc tuat ion of phonemes / g/ and / dj/ has re sulted from a 
breakdown of a s imi l ar previou s  di stinct ion i n  usage of verb 
pre fi xes. 
giyawiIJga / djiyawilJga ' he walked' 
galuwadjaIJga / djaluwadjaIJga ' they fi shed' 

/9/ i s  mani fested by [d] in word i ni ti al pos i t ion. 

['njadu'maIYA] /nja�umayA/ ' g�t him! ' 
['dumAn'dalu] /dumandalu/ ' to get' 

_. -
. --

['a�i'yaIJo] /a�iyaIJu/ ' new ( fern. ) '  
[ti'yaIJo] /�iyaIJu/ ' new (masc .  male sp eaker ) '  

I n  int ervoc al i c pos i t i on /�/ h as the fr ee var i an t s  [d] 
and [f]. 
['a�u]/ ['afu] /a�u/ ' gi rl' 
[tjA'ga�]/ [tjA'ga.fN /djaga.�a/ ' a  group ' 

/nj/ has unreleased and released vari ant s whi ch occur un
r eleased in syl lable final pos i t i on and released elsewhere.  

( unreleased) ganj ma�a ' two' 
( released ) njigunja ' your ( s i ng.  rnasc . subj . ) ' 
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Precedi ng the velar stop , /nj/ i s  man i fe sted by a backed 
v ari an t  [njJ o r  le s s  fr e quent ly by  the alt ernat e v ar i an t 
[�J. A si ngle i n s t ance o f  thi s  vari at i on h as been recorded 
i n  word final posi t i on.  
['k�aInj' gahJ / [';kana.I�' gahJ / g�anj gaH/ ' I  heard' 
[ ,tj aIn.jkAJ / (, tj aI�kAJ / dj anj gal ' stone' 
['kiyinj'giyinjJ/['kiyi�'giyi�J /giyinjgiyinj/ ' flying fox' 

The nasals  /n/ and /nj/ h ave a vo i c ele s s  allophone i n  
word ini t i al consonant po s i t i on in the syllable type CCV.4 

[Nta' �oruJ I nda�urul ' your no se ' 
[NpaI'yarAJ /nbayar�1 ' was falli ng' 
[NJkArinj'djarAJ /njgarinjdjaral ' was hear i ng'  

/r; has the var i ant s [rJ, [FJ, [�J, and LaJ. [rJ i s  the 
usual man i festat ion of thi s phoneme in care fully art i culated 
sp eech.  [fJ i s  a free vari ant in emphasi sed ut terance s  and 
i n  wo rd f inal p o s i t i on .  [�J o c cur s as  a fre e  var i ant i n  
word ini t i al p o s i t i on,  and i n  c areles sly art i culated speech 
i t  var i es freely in all p o s i t i on s  other than in a consonan t  
cluster.  For example , i f  the sp eaker i s  weary [rJ tends to 
b e  the  man i fe s t at i on o f  /r;. LRJ may b e  the �ar i an t i n  
phrase final po si t ion or i n  cluster wi th a vo i cele s s  stop . 
[ , yuru' dj uruJ / yurudj uru/ ' a  long way' 
[ , �IlIlA' �aItj iJ / [ 'h�' �aItj iJ / Hma�adj i/ ' tho se two' 
[, w�Inj tj irJ / [ 'waI�j tj iF] / [, waInj tj iR] / wanjdj ir/ ' leaf '  
[:A'wargIJ/[�A'waRkI] /�awargi/ ' water seep age ' 

1. 2 Consonan t  D i s t r i bu t i on 

Consonan t al oc currence may be  descr ibed ac cordi ng to di s
tri but i on into the phonologi cal word. 
Wo rd i n i t i a l :  Singly , all consonan t s  except /lj/, /n/, and 
/1/ o c cur . Re corded d i - clu ster s are re str i c t e d  t; /nb/, 
/�dI, and /njg/, the nasal always b e i ng voi c ele s s .  
W o  rd me d i  a l :  All consonan t s  are found i n  i ntervoc al i c  p o s i 
t i on .  The following d i - clusters oc cur : 

( a ) two stop s :  only /djb/, /djg/. 
( b ) nasal and s t op : Th e s e  may b e  homorgani c  at all s i x  

p o i n t s  o f  ar t i c ulat i on a s  shown i n  Ch ar t  1. I n  
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dj 

heterorganic  clusters Inj/, In/, /�/, and I� precede 
Ibl and I g/. I � and / � prec ede I dj/. 

( c ) two nasal s :  Inj/, In/, I�/, and IIJI precede 1m!. Inl 
and In! precede IrJl. IIJnjl al so occurs .  

( d ) 11-1 and Ir-I i ni t i al cluster s :  III and IN p recede 
I b/, I g/, 1m!, I rJl, and I wi. Addi t i onal ly I rnjl has 
b een no ted. 

( e ) r etro fl ex- i ni t i al cluster s :  1:1 prec ede s the nasal s 
1m!, and / nj/. I +I precedes I g/. 

Ch art 2 

CONSONANT DJ-CLUSTERS 

b dj d d 9 m nj IJ w 

djb djg 
m mb 
n ml 

nj 
n 
n 
� 
1 

1 

r 

njb 
nb 
nb 

lb 

rb 

njdj 

ndj 
IJdj 

nd 
nd 

njg njm 
ng 
�g 
IJg 
19 

�g 
rg 

nm 

nm 

IJm IJnj 
1m 

fro rnj 
rm rnj 

lIJ lw 

v rw 

Ex c ep t i o n: Three consonant cluster s .  O nly t wo wo rds have 
b e en con s i s t ent l y  p ho n e t i c al l y  r e c o r ded  as  hav i ng a 3-

consonant cluster:  
[A'bIr�go'bIr�go] labir�gubir�gu l ' k i ngfi sher ' 
[mA'wur�ku] Imawur�gul ' fi shi ng l i ne '  

B e c au s e  o f  the strong p r e s sure for stre s s  to o c cur on the 
p enul t imate syllabl e ,  the susp ect sequenc e Ir�gl is  analy sed 
as be ing a cluster o f  3 consonant s .  
Wo rd f i n aL: Consonants  are l e s s  frequent than vowel s in  th i s  
p o s i t i o n .  IN and III o c cur jTlo s t  commo nl y .  Idj/, Inj/, 
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I nI, and I II may a1 so be  found. 
occur. 

Consonant clusters  do no t 

Examp l e s  o f  Si n �l e Con son an t O c c u r r en c e  

In i t i a l  and me d i a l :  See 1. 11 

Fi n a l :  wa�ar 'mud ' , wudj ul ' grass ' ,  bu:ridj bu:ridj ' wi lly- wag
t ail  ( b i rd ) ' ,  wari nj ' egg ' , �urbun ' scrub ' ,  mawabal ' wi l d  
potato ' . 

Ex amp l e s  o f  Con s o n an t  Cl u st e r  Di s t r i buti on 

In i t i a l : nb ay ar a  ' wa s  fal l i ng ' , n d a�uru ' yo u r  n o s e ' , 
nj garinj dj ara ' was hearing ' .  
M e d i a l :  wadj baya ' c all  out! ' ,  awi dj gu ' sp ec i es o f  l i z ard ' ,  
n amb a ' t h e r e ' ,  �anga ' wh e r e ? ' ,  g i nj buga ' fl y i ng fo x ' ,  
wunj dj ur ' fine gras s ' ,  dj umanj g ara. ' l ong ' , g anj ma�a ' two ' ,  
lanba ' ne st ' , anda ' she ' ,  ang a  ' up ' ,  anmaya ' st ay there! ' , 
�uman�u ' s i ngl e man ' ,  awa�bul ' sp ec i e s  o f  frog ' ,  ndami�-
mi�dj al ' your eyebrows ' ,  abi��awa�a ' b ag ' , m�g a  ' sp e c i e s  o f  
grub ' ,  wu��ar ' smok e ' ,  n anul awuri �dj a�u ' ri ver  c ro s s i ng ' ,  
b aru�gu ' e arl i er today ' ,  wi�i�mar ' sp ec i e s  o f  gum t r e e ' , 
m i r i �nj u�u ' a  l y i ng p o s i t i o n ' ,  mayul b u  ' r o p e ' ,  wal gur 
' a sl eep ' ,  aralmur ' kookaburr a ' , mimaluu ' dark o f  nigh t ' ,  
dj ulwiriri ' hawk ' , a�gu ' fi sh ' ,  :rirba:rirba ' seagull ' ,  argula 
' one ' ,  wurmul ' l azy ' ,  nandayirnj i ' her fi ngern ai l ' ,  yur�u
m anga ' c on t i nuo u sly ' ,  am i rwa ' c r o c o d i l e ' ,  wi rmur ' sp e ar 
p rong ' ,  abi�nj i ' wax ' . 

1.3 V o w e l  D e s c ri p t i on 

The three vowel phoneme s ar e I ii ,  I ai, and lui. Th e 
b ack vowel i s  wr i t ten p honem i c al l y  throughout as lui for 
conveni ence. 

C h ar t  3 

F r o n  t M i d  B a ck 

i a u 

1.31 Vo w e l  Con t ra s t  

The three vowel s contrast as in :  
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giwiIJga 
gawiIJga 
guwiIJga 
IJali 
IJala 
IJalu 

' i t c arne ( non- food- class  sub j ec t ) '  
' you carne ( s i ng. ) '  
' i t c arne ( food- class sub j ec t ) '  
' we two ( incl .)'  
' but ' 
' south ' 

1. 32 Vocalic Variants 

Chart 4 

F r o n  t Cen t r a l 

H i � h  

L o w  Hi �h 

Mi d 

L ow M i d  

L o w  L o w  

B a ck 

E ac h  o f  the vo wel phoneme s h a s  several al l opho n e s  a s  
i llustrated i n  Chart 4. There i s  free var i at i on of  the non
gl i de allophones  wi thin each phoneme but c er t ai n  tendenc i e s  
o f  o c currence  h ave  b e en no t ed. Addi t i o n al ly ,  e ach vowel 
phoneme has a l engthened all ophone condi t ioned by occurrence 
in a stressed syll able .  

Iii has  the  var i an t s  [i] ,  [I] ,  and [eL h] tends t o  
o c c u r  c o n t i guou s t o  Idj/, Inj/, Ilj/, and Iy/, and i n  
s tr e s sed syll abl e s .  [e] t ends to  o c cur cont i guous t o  re
tro fl exed consonants and [I] el sewhere . 

I al has the var i ant s [a] , [A] , [g] , and [aI] . [a] t ends 
to  oc cur in stres sed syll ab l e s  except preceding alveodent al 
con sonan t s .  [a�] p rec ede s Idj/, Inj/, Ilj/, and Iy/. [A] 
t ends to b e  found i n  un s t re s sed syl l abl e s  and [g] i n  l e s s  
c arefully art i cul ated speech. 

lui h as the var i ant s [u] , [0] , and [OI). [OI] p recedes 
Idj/, Inj/, Ilj/, and Iy/. [0] tends to occur cont iguous to 
a v el ar consonant . El sewhere  there i s  free  var i at i on b e
tween [0] and [u] . 

Vowel all ophone s are i llustrated below: 
['maInjtji'garA] Imanjdjigara/ ' brother ' s  wi fe ( woman 

sp eaker ) , 
[:e'dinjtjA] I:idinjdja/ ' yesterday '  



[ ' kilI ' lidjA] I gililidj a( ' he sent i t ' 
[ ' WoItjPI] l wudjbil ' egg ' 
[rA' bulbul' g idjA] I rabulbul gidj al  ' sp ec i e s  o f  b i rd '  
[ ' :,ogo] I :,ugu/ ' dry' 

1.4 Vowel Distribution 

23 

D i s t r i but i o n  o f  vowel s i nto syl l abl e s  has the one re
stri ction th at I aI i s  the only vowel found in syl l abl e typ e s  
V, VC. 

Wi thi n  the word, Ia! only o c cu r s  i n  word i n i t i al p o s i 
t i on .  All vowel s may p recede o r  follow al l con sonant s wi th 
the two exc ep t i on s  that Iii h as not been reco rded fol lowing 
I n/ nor I ul foll owing / Ij/ .  

Sequence  l aa!:  Th i s  i s  regarded as two adjac ent vo wel s 
rather than a s i ngl e long vowel b e c au se ( i )  i n  slow sp eech 
there i s  a cl e ar re-i ni t i at i on of the vowel, p ar t i cul arl y  
where the second l al i s  i n  a str e s sed syl l ab l e ;  ( i i )  wh ere 
the morpheme '-§, i s  su ffi xed to a s t em fi n al l al, the affix 
-� ac t s  as an addi t i onal syll ab l e  to cause forward sh i ft o f  
p enul t imate stress .  For exampl e, ' yinda ' you ( s ing. ) '  plus  
-� ( ac comp animent marker ) become s yin'daa ' wi th you'. 

In faster sp eech, p art i cul arly where the second I a! i s  i n  
an unstr e s sed syl l ab l e, i t  tends  t o  o c cur as l ength o n  th e 
p revious syllable  or may be l o s t .  

2. UNITS LARGER THAN THE PHONEME 

A full study o f  the Anyul a phrase or breath group has not 
yet been made. For the purp o se o f  thi s  p ap er the phonologi 
c al phrase may be defined as a word or group o f  words o ccur
ring between pauses  and carrying an intonat ion contour . The 
remainder o f  thi s  sec t i on wi l l  be  gi ven to a de scri p t i on o f  
the phonoloe;i c al syll ab l e  and p honol og i c al word i n  Anyul a. 

2. 1 Phonological Syllable 

A p h o n o l o g i c al syl l ab l e  m ay b e  d e f i n e d  a s  h av i ng a 
nucl eu s con s i s t i ng o f  a s ingl e vowel and p o t ent i al for the 
o ccurrence  of prenucl ear margi n  cons i st ing of one con sonant 
or a cluster of two consonant s, and a singl e consonant p o st
nuclear margin. Syl l ab l e  marg i n s  may b e  p ercei ved by  di s
t r i b u t i on o f  segment al phonemes, that i s, Ill , IV, If I, 
Im/ , In/ , Inl , and I ry.1 , m ay o c cur as con sonan t o f  a V C  

syl l ab l e ;  n a sal s, Idj/ , Ill , IV , Ir/ , an d 1r;1 o c cur a s  
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postnucle ar margi n  in  a eve syl l ab l e .  ( For vowel s see  1.4.) 
Po stnucl e ar syll ab l e  border s may b e  percei ved by a p o t en
t i al change o f  intonat ion l evel and potent i al stre s s  o c cur
renc e .  

SyLl a b l e  Typ es a n d  Di s t r i bu t i o n 
The mo st fre quent forms are ev and eve, and the s e ,  with  

V and eev, may occur i n  any p o s i t i on in  the p hono l og i c al 
wo r d .  v e  syl l abl e s ar e found o nl y  i n  wo r d  i n i  t i  a l  and 
med i al po s i t ion s .  

The vowel o f  V and ve syl l able s  i s  alway s  /a/. 
V syl l ab l e :  

a.lu 
dj i.ya.a.ga.H 
wun.da.a 

ve syl l abl e :  

' they ( plural ) ' 
' he was col d ( woman sp eaker ) ' 
' in the tree ' 

an.ga ' sea '  
ga.al.gal.banj.dj i ' you are washing ( clo thes ) ' 

ev syl l ab l e :  
bu.dj i.ma.l a ' rainbow' 

eve syll abl e :  
wal. gur 
na.wim.bi 

eev syll abl e :  
nda.wi.ni 
a.bir.�gu.bir.�gu 

' asl eep ' 
' bee ' 

' your name ( sing. ) ' 
' kingfi sher ' 

Syl l ables  may vary non- contrast ively in l ength accordi ng 
t o  the i r  p o s i t i on in the phono l o g i cal wo rd and p hr a s e .  
Greatest  l ength i s  found i n  the nuc l eus o f  the phonol ogi c al 
phrase and shor ter l ength i n  non-nuc l e ar p o s i t i on .  There 
may be  a vo i c el e s s  al l o syll ab l e  in  syll ab l e  final p o s i t i o n  
i n  the phonolog i c al phrase.  

2.2 Phonological Word 

A phonol ogi c al wor d  i n  Anyul a i s  defi ned as  a minimal 
u t t e r an c e ,  wh i c h ,  ac c o r di ng t o  c u r r e n t  dat a ,  c o n s i s t s  
m i nimally o f  two syl l ab l e s  and maximally o f  ten syl l ab l e s .  5 
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It may al so be  defined according to c ert ai n border phenom
ena; that i s , syll abl e di str ibut i on ,  po t en t i al l eni sne s s  or 
devo i c i ng o f  the fi nal syll abl e and potent i al var i an t  phon
emi c  and allophoni c  mani fe s t at i on in word i n i t i al p o s i t ion .  
( For det ail see  1. 2, 1. 4, 2. 1. ) 
S t res s: Stre s s  i s  heard as sl i ght inten s i ty asso c i ated wit h  
l ength . I n  words o f  four or more syl l abl e s  where more than 
o n e  stre s s  o c cu r s ,  there i s  no cl e ar r egul ar di s t in c t i on 
b etween pr imary and secondary stre s s .  Di ffe r i ng inten s i ty 
o f  stre ss  i s  there fore taken to be non- contrast i ve .  

The following rul es  o f  stre s s  have been formul ated o n  the 
b asi s o f  predi c t ab l e  s t re s s  b eh av i our and on the b asi s o f  
trends noted:  
( 1) Stre s s  never o c curs  on the f i n al syl l ab l e nor do two 
stresses  ever occur on two successive syl l ables .  
( 2 ) In 2-syll abl e words stres s  i s  i ni t i al .  

, adu ' gi rl '  
' �awu ' cloud ' 
' �urbun ' scrub ' 

( 3 ) In 3- syll ab l e  words stre s s  i s  p enul t imate ,  wi th a t end
ency no t ed in  some wo rds  fo r st r e s s  to  vary from p enulti 
mate to ini  t i  al . 

ni ' wanji 
IJam' bal a 
ganj ' mada / ' ganjma�a 

' animal fl e sh '  
' we ( p lural incl . ) '  
' two ' 

( 4 ) In 4- syll ab l e  words st ress  o c curs in i t i al l y  and on the 
p enult imate syll abl e .  

' maru ' wara 
' al anj ' dj ilu 
' yur�u 'manga 

' cou s i n '  
' to the camp ' 
' cont i nuously ' 

( 5 ) In words o f  five or more syl l ables  stre s s  occur s :  
( i )  on the p enul t imat e syl l able ; 
( i i )  word s t em ini t i al ,  unl e s s th i s  immedi ately p re

cede s the p enul t imate syl l ab l e ;  
( i i i )  wo r d  i n i t i al ,  e x c ep t wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  a s i ngl e 

syl l able p re fi x. 
( Underl ining below indi c ates  prefi xat ion.  ) 

' maruwa ' ral a 
� ' yilwi ' yilwi 

' wi th the cous i n '  
' duck ' 
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�ji'walanj 'mandji ' i t i s  emerging '  
'H���'ram��a'ninj a ' he was h i t t i ng himsel f '  

'H���!�'wuturu'manj dji ' we are �l e at i ng '  

A t endency has been not ed for str e s s  t o  oc cur o n  al t er
nate syl l abl e s  preceding the penul t imate syl l ab l e ,  and there 
may be non- s i gni fi cant var i at i on from the above rul e ( i i ) to 
thi s .  The word fo r ' he was hi t t i ng him sel f '  i n  the above 
examp l e s  may be  gtre ssed as follows: 'H���a'm��a'ninj dj a. 

I t  wi l l  b e  no t ed throughout th at the s t rong c on s t an t  
stre s s  pressure i s  for the occurrenc e o f  penult imate stre ss .  

Where the above rul e s  o f  stre s s  are kep t ,  stre s s  is  con
s i dered to be  predi c table and therefore does  not r e quire to 
b e  i ndi c at e d .  Wh ere th ere ar e excep t i o n s  and st r e s s  i s  
therefore unpredi ctable stress  wi ll  b e  wri tt en and indi c ated 
by  the symbol 1·1 preceding the stres sed syll able .  



NOT ES 

1 .  Anyul a i s  the l anguage o f  an Austral i an Abor iginal tribe  
of  about 1 50 p eopl e who ar e mai nly s i tuated at  or around 
Borrolool a in the Gul f Count ry o f  the Nor thern Terr i tory .  
The Aboriginal settlement at Borrol oola i nclude s Aborigines  
from a numb er of  other t r i b e s ,  but  mo s t  no t ably  from the 
Garawa, who ,  in the we t se ason,  may outnumb er the Anyul a.  
C er t ai n  Gar awa wo r d s  ar e in such common u s e  t h at young 
adul t s  con s i der t hem to b� Anyul a  e . g .  wabuda ' water ' . A 
few Kut anj i wor d s  are al so known to be  in u s e .  A form o f  
Engl i sh i s  spoken by  the maj o r i t y  o f  the Anyul a but the i r  
own l angu age i s  v i r i l e .  The ext en t  o f  i n fl uenc e o f  the se  
o ther language s on  Anyul a i s  not known. 

I n  Anyul a there i s  some affixal var i at i on determined by  
the  sex of  the sp eake r .  L anguage exampl e s  i n  th i s  p ap er 
are from both men ' s and women ' s  sp eech. 

The an al y s i s of t h i s p ap e r  wa s done on dat a  o b t ai ne d  
du r i ng 1 2  mo n t h s '  f i e l d  wo r k  a t  B o r ro l o o l a u n d e r  t h e  
ausp i c e s  o f  the Summe r  I n s t i tute o f  L ingui s t i c s .  Conc en
t r at e d  an aly s i s was done at the S . I . L .  Work shop at t h e  
Uni ver s i ty o f  Queen sl and,  att endanc e a t  wh i ch was fac i l i 
t at e d  b y  the Au s t r al i an I n s t i tut e o f  Ab o r i g i nal Stud i e s .  
The author woul d  al so l i ke t o  acknowl edge grat e fu l l y  the 
h elp of her p artner Mr s E .  MacDonal d,  her i nfo rmant s Bell a 
and Mavi s Timothy, and the S. I . L . l ingui st i c  con sul t ant s .  

2 .  The c o n c e p t  o f  l anguage as  a h i e r arch i c al s t ru c t ure  
wh i ch may b e  an al y s e d  at d i f fe r ent l evel s i s  t aken from 
Kenneth L. Pike ( 1954 , 1955 ,  1959 ) .  

3. Al t ernati v ely the retro fl ex consonant s I d/ , Inl , and I II 
may b e  analysed as �C where I �I i s  the uni t  

'
o f  r�tro flexi�n 

and C the al veo l ar consonan t .  Thi s g i ve s  gre at er economy 
o f  p h o n eme s .  Howe v e r , an al y s i s o f  t h e  s e r i e s  as u n i t  
phoneme s has been pre ferred for the following reasons :  

( i )  Phonet i c ally these are heard a s  si ngl e uni t s .  
and I rnjl are phonet i c al l y  l onger than I d/ ,  
and / � . 

. 
I � 
I� ,  

( i i )  Phonem i c ally  they p at t ern as do the s i ngl e conso
n ant uni t s .  Th ey are found i n  phoneme p o s i t i on s  

2 7  
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comp arabl e wi th the corre sponding ser i e s of i nter
dent al , al veoden t al and al veol ar con sonan t s .  I n  
word final po s i t i on there i s  only b as i s for oc cur
rence  o f  a s i ngl e con sonan t  and III i s  found i n  
thi s po s i t i on.  

4 .  [ dn] has b een recorded as a var i  ant of I nl i n  a few i n
s t an c e s  from one or two o f  the old  men who have l e s s  fr e
quentl y  helped as informant s .  
e .  g .  [ , la<lnkA] I [ , l ankA] Ilangal ' sea  turtl e ' . 

5 .  The one known exc ep t ion to th i s  i s  [ ' ye : ]  
wh i ch seems to  be  o f  Engl i sh origin .  But even 
as Iyiyil in  the usage of  some of the older men. 

B I BL I OG RA P H Y  

Iyil ' ye s '  
th i s  occur s 

Cap e l l ,  A. 

n . d. "L angu age s o f  Arnhem L and " ,  Oc e an i a vol .  1 2 ,  p p .  
364- 392 .  

P i k e ,  K enn e t h  L .  

1954 L an g u a g e  i n  R e l a t i o n t o  a Un i fi e d Th e o ry o f  Hum an 

B eh a v i o r .  Gl endal e,  Cal i f. ; Part I 
1955  

19 59 
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