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1 . 0  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Yeletnye is the only language spoken o n  Rossel  Is land a t  the 

eastern end of the Louisiade Archipe lago in the Milne Bay District of 

Papua New Guinea . l I t  is a Non-Austrone s ian ( or Papuan ) language 

which contrast s  markedly with Me lane sian languages of the same area 

in phonology , grammar and vocabulary . Thus whereas the Melane s ian 

languages generally have relatively few phoneme s in s imple sy llable 

patt erns , Ye letnye has a complex system which includes s imultaneous 

stop s  which can be prenasalized , labialized , and palatalized t ogether 

with vowels which can be lengthened and nasali zed . Moreover , Yeletnye 

has five verb tenses which make use of up t o  three different verb 
s tems as against a freer system in Melane s ian languages .  Finally , on 

present evidence Yeletnye shares only 6% of its vocabulary with i t s  

nearest ne ighbour , Sudest , and only 3% with the language of Mis ima 

Is land 1 1 0  mi les away to the north-west . Only a few people who have 

sett led on the is land can use Yeletnye with any degree of fluency and 
the language has deve loped the reputaiton of b eing impossible to learn . 

There are approximately 2500  speakers . 

The following account is a brief introduc t ion t o  this l anguage . 

I t  is based on five months field research in 1 9 7 1 , under the auspices 

of t he Summer Inst itute of Linguist ic s , and on written data which con

s i s t s  of 4 0 0  words il lustrat ive of the phonology , and transcript ions 

of fifteen tape-rec orded spontaneous narrat ive text s which yie lded 

some 380 c lauses and 1 4 0  phrases . 2 Since the analysis is not yet c om

p leted t he following remarks must be regarded as tentat ive only . 

2 . 0  P H O N O L OG Y  

I n  t h e  following de script ion t h e  phonetic symbols of K .  L .  

Pike ' s  Phon emic4 ( 19 4 7 ) are used . A subs cript t ie l inks s imultaneous 

segments ( tp ) , stress i s  marked with an acute ( ' ) over t he vowe l ,  and 

vowel length i s  marked by doubl ing the vowel symb ol . 

2 . 1 V o c a l i c  S e g m e n t s  

The following e xamples illustrat e t h e  range of vowel sounds 
heard in Yeletnye . 

[ ku u ]  unripe [ k A ]  yes 

[ k o o ]  ( h i s )  arm [ ka.a. ]  p i c t ure 

[ ko o ]  time [ t;y l l ] rain 

[ k a a ]  (my ) arm [ pe e ]  bas k e t 

[ ka - ] certainty prefix [ k e e: ]  t o  g o  up 

[ k a a ]  tree type 

The vowel [ 0 ]  i s  often heard as t he somewhat more open [ O V ] .  
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2 . 2  S u p r a s e g m e n t a 1  F e a t u re s  

2 . 2 1 StlLe¢¢ 

81 9  

Word stre ss appears t o  b e  predictable . and consists  of loudnes s  

and s light ri se i n  pitch o n  t he stressed syllable . It falls on the 

first syllab le of t he unaffixed phonological word , which is  t entat ive
ly defined as a stret ch of speech contain ing one and only one stre s sed 

syllable . 

[ p M u ]  s tar 

[ Q6mo]  house 

[ k U n e ]  fish type [ a - k � �] my arm 

[ k t�t' t' s h e  bore a c h i Zd [ ka - do ]  he is s i t ting 

[ yMu t o ]  swe e t  potato 

[ p � � � am a a ]  fly [ ka - Qo l o ]  h e  i s  weeding 

The stress pattern of reduplicated words is the same as for two 

phonologica l  words . but with a heavier stress on the first part . 

[ t a Q n t 9 Q n ]  diffi cu Z t  

[ k € d e k € d e ]  s Zow Zy 

Stre ss patterns in longer words have not been studied fully . but 

no contrast ive stress patterns have been observed . Similarly .  no evi

denc e has been found for contrast ive pitch.  

2 . 2 2 Vowel L ength 

The following words illustrat e c ontrast ive vowel l ength . 

[ mn ]  ma Ze [ mnn] tomorrow 

[ t� ]  green parr o t  [ t�,, ] b e t e Z n u t  

[ nIl ] nose [ n ,," ] wh o ?  

[ k a g a ]  orchid [ ka a k a a ]  ho t 

2 . 2 3 Na.¢a.liza.ti o n  0 6  V owel¢ 

The c ontrast is shown as follows . 

[ t a a ]  b u s h  knife [ t ijij ] s Ume 

[ knn] p i cture, s hadow [ kq.q.] house s t ump 

[ nuu ] throat [ nil" ] who ? 

[ mnn ] tomorrow [ mq.q.] Zow tide 

[ p  i ] person [ k  i J b anana 

[ �e e ] octopus [ �� t; ]  boy 
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2 . 3  C o n s o n a n t a l  P h o n e m e s  

The following minimal s e t  of consonantal phonemes is  tentat ively 

as serted . Additional prosodic features of lab ial izat ion , palataliza

t ion , prenasalizing , nasal release , and simul taneous b i labial c l osure 

are described in Sect ions 2 . 4  to 2 . 7 .  

B i lab ial  Pos t - alve olar Ve l ar 

Stop s  p t k 

Fricat ive s � ? 

Lat eral 1 

Nasals m n IJ 

Semivowel s  w y 

These are ill ustrated in the fol l owing paradigm . 

[ p e e J  basket  

[�e e J  o ld 

[ m � � J  day after 
tomorrow 

[ w e e J  forked s tick 

[ t e J  scorpion 

[ l em i J imp ortant man 

[ n e J  grass skirt 

r y e ] he put  i t  

[ k e d  g o  up 

[?� � J  coconut s he l l  

[ IJ�� J to l i s ten 

A l l  words beginning with [�J enc ountered t o  date are palatalized . 

[�J oc curs unpalatalized word mediall y ,  however , as in [ k€�e J padd l e .  

The affricat e s  [ t � J  and [ n d � J  are used b y  a maj ority of speakers 

where some use [ t y J  and [ n d y J  respect ively , so the affricat e s  wil l  

probab ly b e  interpreted a s  palat alized stop s . 

[ t �� � t �v v J  to cook [ n d �� � n d �v v J w e t  

[ b J ,  [ � J ,  and [ g J  oc cur only intervocalically , and typically following 

a stressed vowel . 

[ p a b a J  mi l lipede [ t a f a J  sma l l  [ ka g a J  orchid 

The voiceles s stop s  also oc cur intervoc al ically , b ut typ ically follow
ing morpheme b oundaries or unstressed vowels . 

[ a - p� ]  my vi l l age [ a - ta a ] my tongue [ a - ka a ] my arm 

I nt ervocalic [ b J , [ r J ,  and [ g J  are prob ably allophones of / p / , / t / ,  

and / k /  respect ive ly , as the more s ignificant differenc e  b et ween the 
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[ p ,  t ,  k ]  series and the [ mb , n d ,  Q g ]  serie s seems t o  b e  prenasali zing 

rather than vOic ing . 

2 . 4  L a b i a l i z a t i o n  a n d  P a l a t a l i z a t i o n  

These cont rastive feature s are i llustrated as foll ows . 

[ k A ]  y e s  

[ k l U e ]  b u s h  umbre l la 

[ Q o l o ]  s h e  weeded 

[ mb am A ]  on 

[ p a.a.] log 

[ d m a ]  place name 

[ I a ]  deep 

2 . 5  P re n a s a l i z i n g 

[ k W A ]  outs ide 

[ kw l l h ]  heart 

[ Qwo J o ] eye 

[ mb W am A ]  pig 

[ p ya.a.] woman 

[ t y � m a ]  wor ld, earth 

[ l y e ]  sai l 

When the stops p ,  t ,  and k are prenasalized , they become partial

ly voiced as well .  

[ p L ]  
[ t C b L ]  
[ k�mc ] 

person 

prawn 

cat 

2 . 6  N a s a l  R e l e a s e  

[ mb L L ]  s i c k  

[ n d ( b L ]  Z i d  

[ Q 9�mw e ]  mosquito 

The stops p ,  t ,  and k can be nasally released , which prec ludes 

prenasaliz ing and s imultaneous b i labial c losure dis cussed in the next 
section .  

2 . 7  

[ p L ]  person 

[ t c ]  fish 

[ k l e � e ]  bush umbre l la 

S i mu l t a n e o u s  S to p s  a n d N a s a l s  

[ p m d bundle 

[ t n y e ]  language , word 

[ k O�� � L ] he mis s e d  

The se are produced by adding simultaneous b ilab ial c losure to 
alveolar and velar stops and nasal s .  The thi rd c olumn shows contrast 
with the simple b ilabial consonant . 

[ t uu ] axe , sme l l  [ tp uu ] tai l [ pu u ]  h o l e  

[ t �mu] b e  quiet [ tp6 f u ]  smoke [ p M u ]  s tar 

[ k a r a ]  b ird type [ � a l' a ]  c lo thing [ p a b a ]  mi l lipede 

[ o g � l a ] c loud [ Q.91 �b a ]  frigate [ m b a ]  to cry 
b i rd 

[ n uU ] thro a t  [ QJI10 ] bird [ m o ]  h usband 

[ o 6mo ] hou s e  [ �mo ] breast [ m o ]  husband 
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2 . 8  C o n s o n a n t - V ow e l  P a t te r n s  

Most Yeletnye words begin with a con sonant and end with a vowel , 
as can be seen from t he examp l e s  already given . Except ions are illus

trated as follows . 

[ a - ka 6 ]  my arm 

[ A n a - t � 6 b o ]  I 'm cut ting i t  

[ a - p C C ]  he poured 

[ A - 1 A ] here 

[ a n t E ]  whe n ?  

[ ka m ]  new 

[ &y a m ]  b lack p a lm 

[ m apw6 k Q ]  fami ly 

[ l E E k Q ]  le t ' s go ( dual ) 

Only [ m ] and [ k Q ]  have been found in word final posit ion . 

Syllable patterns inc lude V and ev , their counterparts ve and 

eve c lo sed by [ m ]  and [ k Q ] , and pos sibly others ,  depending on the in

terpretat ion placed upon the complex c ons onant s .  I f  the c onsonants 

are regarded as c omp lex unit s ,  many phonemes will result , but few syl

lable patterns . I f  the c onsonants are interpreted as c lusters of 

phoneme s ,  more comp lex syllable pat terns will e nsue , but the number of 

phoneme s will not be great ly increased . The solut ion favoured at 

present is t o  follow the approach suggested by J .  Bendor-Samue l ( 1 9 6 0 ) 

and t o  extract lab ializat ion , palatalizat ion , prenasalizat ion , nasal 

release , and simultaneous bilabial closure first as prosodies whic h  

c a n  ac c ompany t h e  phoneme s p osited i n  Sect ion 3 . 3 .  The result ing syl

lable pat terns would be simple . Further work is required , of c ourse , 

before the mos t suitable solut ion can be decided upon . 

3 . 0  G ramma r 

Since many of the e xamples in this sect ion are drawn from spon

taneous texts  quickly trans cribed , some of t he vowel s  may not be cor

rectly symbolized . Stre s s  has not been shown . 

3 . 1  W o r d  L e v e l  

3 . 1 1  P�o noun4 

The fol lowing matrix shows t he free pronouns . The same forms 

are used for Obj ect as for Subj ect . There are no t hird person free 
pronouns . 



Yeletnye , The Language Qf Rossel Island 8 2 3  

S ingu l ar Dua l P lural 

1st person n a  n Y Q n mO 

2nd person n y � �  t po n my o  

Posses sion is  marked by t h e  following prefixes .  

S ingular Dual P lural 

1st person a - n y � � - n.Jl1a -

2nd person N - t p a- 'Lmy L -

3rd person w o - y � - y � -

The second person singular "prefix" is  expre ssed by changing the 

initial consonant of t he noun to the nasal c ont inuant at the same 

point of art iculat ion . 

[ a - p� ]  my vi Z Zage [ m� ]  y our vi  Z Zage 

[ a - t aa ] my tongue [ naa ] your tongue 

[ a - kaa ] my arm [ I)aa ] your arm 

[ a - y a.b o t a f a ]  my garden [ n ya.b o t a r a ]  your garden 

[ a -� e:  b � ]  my pee  Zing s he Z Z  [ I) e: e: b � ]  your s h e Z Z  

3 .  1 2  Nou.n ... 

The simplest noun cons ists  o f  a single noun roo t . C ompounds o f  
up to t hree root s  have been recorded . 

[ n e: e ]  aanoe 

[ pa.a.] Zog, hu Z Z  

[ n e: e: - pa.a.] aanoe hu Z Z  

[ n e: e: - pa.a.- n��]  aanoe h u Z Z ' s  prow 

[ n t e ]  food 

[ pe e ]  b a s k e t  

[ n t e - p e e ]  food- baske t 

Compounds can al so b e  formed with a verb root and a noun root . 

[ I a a l) g a l a- t a r a ]  p Zaying fi e Zd 

p Zay -p Zaae 
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Nouns c an be formed by adding t he nominali z er [ - n L ]  t o  adj ec

t ive s .  and can then be compounded with other noun root s .  

[ n d�- n L ]  big one 

[ t a f a- n L ]  8ma � Z  one 

[ t a r a - n L - puu] 8ma � Z  one ' s  hu � �  

The paradigm of pos sess ive prefixes has already been given . 

Nouns are usually suffixed for number as well : S ingular = 0 .  Dual 

[ - t a ] .  and Plural = [ - yo ] . 

3 . 1 3  Adj ectiv e4 

[ a - n t e - p e e ]  my food b a 8 k e t  

my-food- ba8ket  

[ n £ £ - puu- t a] aanoe hU � �8 

aanoe- h u � �- dual 

[ Y L - n t e - pe e - t a ]  their food ba8 k e t 8  

their-food-ba8ket-dual 

[ p L - YO ]  
per8on-p lural 

peop � e  

Some adj ect ives are reduplicated . 

[ mb L L ]  
[ n d�] 
[ mb a a mb a ]  
[ k rr k�' n  
[ t ar:lut ar:lu]  

[ Q91� £ £ ]  overripe 

3 . 1 4  Quanti6 ie44 

3 . 1 4 . 1 Numerals 

8iak 

big 

good 

hot  

diffiau Z t .  he avy 

[ Q91V' £ £ 'tJll�b £ £ ]  �azy 

The system is dec imal . running up above 1 00 0 .  

[ Q91a] 
[ m L L Y o]  
[ p L L l e ] 
[ ba a d L ]  
[ 1 L m L ] 
[ w e n L ]  
[ PY d 'U]  

one 

two 

three 

four 

five 

8ix 

seven 

[ Yi} rna  Q.ma ]  
[ y �  rna  m L  L YO ]  
[ H  rn a  p L L 1 £ ] 

e t c . 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  
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[ Walal l L J  eigh t  

[ t uu] n i n e  

[ H ]  ten [ y � rn a  H ]  2 0  

[ rny o - H ] 2 0  [ rn y o - y �  rna  Q.9la]  2 1  

[ rnyo- H rna rn � � y o ]  2 2  

[ p y ::> l a - y � ]  3 0  [ p y::> l a - y �  rna  �a]  3 1  

[ p ::> b - y � ]  4 0  

[ I  i rno - y � ]  5 0  

[ w::>n a - H ]  6 0  

[ py L l'U- y � ]  70  

[ w::> l a - H ]  80 

[ t ::>n a- H ]  9 0  

[ y ::> n a- y � ]  1 0 0  

[ y ::>n a- H  rna  Q.9l a ]  1 0 1  

[ y ::>n a- y �  rn a  rn L L y o ]  1 02 

[ y ::>n a- H  rn a  p L L I e; ] 1 0 3 

[ rny ::>y ::>n aH ]  2 0 0  

[ p y ::> l ay ::>n ay � ]  3 0 0  

[ y ::>n ay ::>n a y � ]  1 0 0 0  

3 . 1 4 . 2  Other Quantifiers 

The following words illustrate those which have been observed 

to date : 

3 . 1 5  VeJt.b� 

[ y L I ij ]  many 

[ Y L n dornu ] a U  

[ Q.9la J  80me 

The verb structure is comp le x ,  and has not yet been analysed . 

8 2 5  

Portmanteau prefixe s mark t he person and number of the s ubj ect togeth
er with tense . Some of these prefixe s show allomorphic variat ion . 

Dual and plural t hird person obj ects  are usually marked with [ - t a ]  and 

[ - t e; ]  respectively .  There are five ten ses : future , present , immediate 

past , past ( yesterday ) ,  and remote past . Three di fferent sterns are 
us ed : one for remote past , one for present , and one for the other 

tens e s . Various aspects are marked by prefixes . 
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3 . 2  P h r a s e  L e v e l  

3 . 2 1 H ead - M o d� 6 � eA PhAa4 e4 

These consist of a head , manifested typically by a noun , which 

may b e  preceded by a possessor and followed by one or two modifiers .  

When the possessor i s  third pers on , it s identity can b e  specified by 

a word , phrase ,  or c lause preceding the noun possessed . ( In the ex

amp les a comma marks leve l intonation plus pause . )  

[ a - n e e - pa.a.] 

my- c:anoe- h u l l  

my c:anoe h u l l  

[ k�mbwA wU - n e e - p a.a.]  

Can i c:e h i s - c:anoe - hu l l  

Cani c:e ' s  c:anoe hu l l  

[ m b o o , k�mbwA Y L - n e e - pa.a.- t a ]  

Leo Ca n i c:e their- c:anoe - hu l l- du a l  

Leo ' s  a n d  Canic:e ' s  c:anoe hu l ls 

[ n e e - pa.a.- t a  mu- p m L n A - n�� A - t � �  wu- t A n Ambum]  

c:anoe- h u l l-dual you-p l/today - bring- dual i t s - s tory 

the s tory about how you brough t the c:anoe hu l ls 

The head may be fol lowed by an adj ective , a quant ifier , or bot h .  

[ mbwaa  J a J 

water deep 

deep water 

[ n e e - p a.a. n d�] 
canoe - hu l l  big 

big canoe hu l l  

[ kH r)gwon o ]  

taro c:ooked 

c:ooked taro 

[ w e e  m L L Y o ]  

fork two 

two forked s t i cks 

[ k p a a  run a ]  

fire one 

one fire 
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[ I)a a n a  b a a d � J  

l e ver four 

four l e v ers 

[ p �  y � n d omuJ  

person a l Z  

everyone 

[ p �  y �  I v ] 

person many · 

many peop l e  

[ k� �  �wono I)ma ] 

taro cooked one 

one cooked taro 

[ pm � �  n y � �  p � � l e J 

cocon u t  green three 

three gre en cocon u t s  

[ a - n e e - pa.a. 

my - canoe - hu Z l  sma l l  

my l i t t Z e canoe hu l l  

[ kmmbwA  wU - n e e - p a.a. 

Cani c e  h i s - canoe - hu l Z  big 

Canice ' s  big canoe h u l l  

3 . 2 2 C o - o4d�nate Ph4a4 eh 

Phrases wit h  from two to four nouns or pronouns have been ob

served . The nouns are separated by pause . 

[wa a �u , mwo l) a ]  

Wa l ter Ph i Zip 

Wa l ter and Phi Z ip 

[ m g b a a l � m ,  a - b e n d a ]  

Gregory my- namesake 

Gregory and my namesake 

[ n d ! � m � , �a a pw e , k a a w A , n a ]  

Jim Ken Kevin I 

Jim, Ken, Kevin and I 

8 2 7  
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These consist of an axi s ( typically a noun ) followed by a suffix 

which relat e s  the axis to the c lause . The following examp l e s  illus

trate locative ax is-re lator phrases . 

[ m a a - p��]  
road- a long 

a long the road 

[ q:t- k a ]  
pot- near 

near the pot 

[ pw e p e - mb am a ]  
log-on 

on logs 

[ k A � Awa - k A ]  
Phi lemina- to 

to Phi l emina 

[ y a a pu - p a ]  
Yaapu- a t  

at Yaapu 

[ n Y L - pa a - p e ]  
our- p lace - a t  

a t  our p lace 

I n  acc ompaniment axis-relator phrases ,  the axis is  manifested by 

a \'1ord or phrase ,  and the relator is [ - k � ] , which usually carries t he 

third person possessive prefix . 

[ k a awa - k� ]  
Kevin- accompanime n t  

w i t h  Kevin 

[ n d Z L m L , k a awa , Y L - k� ]  
Jim Kevin their-

accompanime n t  

3 . 3  C l a u s e  L e v e l  

with Jim and Kevin 

Equat ive c lauses have no Predicat e  tagmeme , but c onsist of Topic 

and Comment . 

[ tp L l e  �ma WU - P L L  t v v ] 
thing one i ts - n ame carving 

This thing ' s  name is  ffcarv ing ff .  

[ A I AU �W� n dumu kw� r � ]  
now evening 

It ' s  evening now . 

[ a - t An Ambumu wuu t a J  
my- s tory comp le te 

My s tory i s  fi nished.  

The order of t agmeme s in other c lauses is  fairly fre e ,  though 

the Subj ect nearly always precedes t he Predicate ,  and Subj ect-Obj ect
Predicate is  more common than Obj ect-Subj ee t-Predicate . When Subj ect 
and Obj ect are both exp l ic it , the Subj e ct Is  usually marked with [ - � a J . 
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Obj ect  Predicate 

[ n t e  
food 

t a- ma - �a]  
today - e a t - they 

They ate  food. 

Obj ect 

[ w e e  
fork 

Predicate 

m L l y o w- a - ka a - �� a ]  
two fut - 3rd-put-pl  

They wi l l  p u t  two forked s ticks 

Locat ive Predicate 

[ waa�u wu - p� �  k a - � a - t a a ]  
Wa l ter h i s - p lace c ertainty-I/today - arrive 

I arrived a t  Wa l ter ' s  p lace . 

Sub j e c t  Obj ect Predicate 

[ ka a wA - � a wU - n t e - pee  t n y a n A ]  
Kevin- Subj h i s - food- b a s k e t  (he/ye s terday ) - carry 

Kevin carried his food- basket  

829 

Subj ect Obj ect 

[�a a pw e , kaawA . mg b a a l Lm  a - n e e - paa tp� 
K e n  Kevin Gregory my- canoe- hu l l  sma l l  

Predicate 
kw� - t n y a a - pa a p a J  

jrom/behind-they/past-pu ll 

Ken ,  Kevin,  and Gregory pu l led my sma l l  canoe hu l l .  

To dat e the tagmemes o f  Subj ect , Obj ec t , Predicat e ,  Time , 

Locat ive , Accompaniment , Benefac t ive , and Indirec t  Obj ect have been 

ident ified , but no more t han five t agmemes occur in any one c laus e . 

Locat ive Obj ect Predicate 

[ n e e - p aa- t a  Y L - t � a � A  p oo � o  m L L y o AmAn A - t � � p � - �a 
aanoe - h u l l- dual their-p laae rope tw o they/wi l l- cu t-dual 

Time Subj ect 

mwaa n d L y a n e e - paa- t � �� t A Y O ]  
morning canoe - hu l l- owners 

Whe re the aanoe h u l l s  are, the owners wi l l  cut two rop es 
in  the morn i n g .  

3 . 4  S e n te n c e  L e v e l  

Thi s  level has not been studied , b ut a general statement can be 

made . There i s  not a marked dist inct ion between dependent and inde
pendent c lauses ; no pattern of medial and final verb s has been ob
served . Sent enc e s  c onsist  o f  one or more similar c lause s ,  with few 

overt relators b etween them . 
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4 . 0  A B AS I C  V O C A B U L A R Y  L I S T  

This list contains basic voc abulary items e lic ited us ing t he 

Summer Institute of Lingui s t ic s '  " Survey Word List " .  All items are 
written phonetically as recorded in 1 9 7 0 . A single quote ( ' ) is used 

to mark the stressed syl lab le . 

EngUsh 

1 .  (his) hair 

2 .  (his) head 

3 .  (his) mouth 

4 .  (his) nose 

5 .  (his) eye 

6 .  (his) neck (all 
or nape) 

7. (his) belly 

8 .  (his) skin (human) 

9 .  (his) knee 

10. man 

11. woman 

12.  bird 

13 . dog 

14 . he bites (a dog) 

15 . he sits 

16 . he stands 

17.  he lies (reclines) 

18. he walks 

19 . road (path) 

20.  stone 

21.  big 

22 .  small 

23 . fire 

24. smoke 

25.  ashes 

26.  (his) ear 
(external) 

2 7 .  (his) tongue 

28.  (his) tooth 

29 .  (her) breast 

30 . (his) hand 

31. (his) foot 

32 . sun 

33. moon 

34 . stcu' 

Ye le tnye 
mba ' �A� 
mboYbY 
khoYmoY 

'mbwama 
pkMm�Y 
' to . pE 

¥ LmboYbY  
ITlD 

phyp 
mnA or mna 
WTJ or wq. 
ta ' keYA 
tayo.. 
�AmAkwoY 
�apw i  Em 

h AP 0.. 

ma 
da . p  
nd-t-
tarA or tEfA 
ndy� 
pturu 
pkoY 

' f)WllnE 
�ha.  
nyo 
f)moY 
kha.  
y i 'pkwo Yeu 
kho.ru 
tTJ 
pufu 

EngUsh 

35.  cloud 

36. rain 

37 .  water 

38 . tree 

39 . root 

40. leaf 

41.  meat 

42.  fat (grease)  

43 . egg 

44 . he eats 

45. he gives it to me 

46 . he sees 

47 .  he comes 

48 . Zouse 

49 .  one 

50 . two 

51 . (his) back 

52 . (his) shoulder 

53 . (his) forehead 

54 . (his) chin 

55.  (his) e lbow 

56.  (his) thumb 

57 . (his) leg 

58 . (his) heart 

59 . (his) Uver 

60 . (his) bone 

61 . (his) blood 

Yel etnye 
f)gA 1 ' to . pE 
pty i . 
mbwo.. 

¥L 
YE�A or yakmo. 
' y i yo. 
mbyu 
kh i n i  
WIJ or wgIJ 
, tama 
A ' khArAka 
tamlJ ·  
, kErApw i a . ga 
, yamawE 
rna 
' m i . yo 
pArAma 
f)ganAf)q. 
ka�A 
dobU 
karubu 
kcltyo. 

¥ i 
'� L tm i  
, kWE rE 
' thanA 
wa. 

62. horn (of an animaZ) ' panA 
63. feather � or -go. 

64 . wing 

65 . cZaw 

66. tail 

67 . boy 

68 . girl 

69 . baby 

nopE 
kond i b i  
ptu 
p� 
pkMma.ruu 
mbobo 
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70.  o Ui  man 

7 1 .  o"ld woman 

72 . person 

7 3 .  (his) father 

7 4 .  (his) mother 

7 5 .  brothel' (oUier of 
man) 

76. sister (o"lder of 
man) 

7 7 .  name 

78.  pig 

7 9 .  aassowary 

80 . waZ Zaby 

81.  f"lying fox 

82 . rat 

83.  frog 

84 . snake 

85.  fish 

86.  taro 

8 7 .  sugaraane 

88 . yam 

89 . banana 

90.  sweet potato 

91 .  bean 

92 . axe 

9 3 .  knife 

94 . arrow (spear) 

9 5 .  net bag (woman 's) 

96 .  house 

9 7 .  earth (ground) 

98.  sand 

9 9 .  mountain 

100 . wind 

101 . vine 

102 . stiak 

103 . bark (tree) 

Ye l etnye 
p i�1) 
py� 
p i  
I1lB 

mn i A  

' Ambo 

bgoYm 
' yamA 
pkMmq. 
pta l Apa 
the: 
kq. 
kwuto 
kh i n i  
kh l 
' yoY�oYtoY 
b i n  
thu 
, P�AnA 
kA L tE 
, pkEnE 
, I)omo 
, tabA 
th i .  
mbu 
' yobo 

+ 
' y i . pa 
, Y LmbwL 

104 . seed (for p"lanting) wo 
105 . tobaaao 

106. morning 

107 .  afternoon 

108 . night 

mba' l EA 
mwand i A  
domokwoY �A 
mbafa 

EngUsh 

109 . yesterday 

110 . tomorrow 

111 . white 

112 . b Zaak 

113.  yeZ Zow 

114 . red 

115 . green 

116 . good 

117 . bad 

118 . "long 

119 . short 

120 . heavy 

121 . light 

122 .  aoUi (water) 

123 . warm, hot (water) 

124 .  o"ld 

125 . new 

126.  many 

127 . aZZ 

128 .  this 

129 .  that 

130 . what? 

131 . who? 

132 . when? 

133 . where? 

134 . round 

135 .  wet (a"lothing) 

136 . dry (a"lothing) 

137 . fuZ Z  

138 . not 

139 . three 

140 . four 

141 . five 

142 . ten 

143 . yes 

144 . no 

145 . he says 

146.  he hears 

147 . he knows 

148 . he drinks 

831  

Yel etnye 
rna 
mD .  

, pkaba ' pkab 
' pko�o ' pko�e 
, nd L ! ' na.na.' kw 
' mpyenmpye 
'�kuya. 
' mba.mba. 
�hDno 
!ha.. !h i 
!h i kw l d i  
�h i l)!h i l)  
I)ba.. l)ba.. 

' l)gWDI) ' l)gWV 
kik i 

� 
kha.m 
Y L I L ptopte Lmpta.p 
+ . 
' ¥ L n ' domu 
A ' I A  
I)mwe or ml)wL� 
' I  ukwe 

1)",,>1) 
a.nd i 
al)ana 
ma.l)al)a 
dn idn i 
dara.dara. 
' ndel)ma 
, tha.. !hO 
' ph i I E 
' phe: . d  i 
I i m i  

nya. 
, kha l E  
, �he L ' v i  

, !he Lnyo 
u '  I a.. rna.,tho 
t handA 
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EngUsh Yel etnye EngUsh Yeletnye 
149 . he s Zeeps �h i p i  160 . he Zaughs o.�dyane 
150 . he kiZ Zs ' �he L�o. 161 . he danaes pd-t-lawe 
151 .  he dies �ho ' pwono 162 . I nna 
152 . it burns (fire is 163 . thou ne 

burning) �ha ' 9 i 9 i 164 . he wu ' do 
153 .  it fUes !habw i ' o.l a 165 . we two (exc1 . )  nyelllLo '  �hA 
154 . he swims o. ' gugu or o. ' kuku 166 . you two pumLo '  �h" 
155 . he runs o. ' mbaba 167 . they two �n"mLo ' !hA 
156 . he faZZs down �h i '�L 168 . we (plural exc1 . )  I1l1lIJ or mnlJ 
157 . he hits �he L�o. 169 . you (plural) I1l1lY� 
158 . he aatahes tho.u ' kwe l e  170 .  they (plural) '�n" 
159 . he aoughs pkwt-nepkwt-ne 171. he is hungry �ha '  r;lOde 

* * * * * * * * * 

172 . he eats sugar aane 

173.  he Zaughs a lot 

174.  one man stands 

175.  two men stand 

176.  three men stand 

177 . the man goes 

178.  the man went yesterday 

179 . the man wi ZZ go tomorrow 

180 .  the man eats the yam 

181 . the man ate the yam yesterday 

182 . the man wiZZ  eat the yam tomorrow 

183 . the man hit the dog 

184 . the man didn ' t  hit the dog 

185 .  the big man hit the ' ZittZe dog 

186 . the man gave the dog to the boy 

187 . the man hit the dog and went 

o. ' kwukwua 

o.�mgenA 
ph i .  '��ha. 'oge 
ph i .  ' m i o '��ha. 'oge 
ph i .  ' p i  . l e ' !!<lJ11tha .  'ogep� 
' ph i .  �ha ' I A  
ph i ' l11l'IEkha ' l A  
ph i ' lllllDWo. '  1 a 
ph i ' 000. ' kh i n i  o. ' pha • pa 
ph i Qo. kh i n i  I11l'IE kha mB 

' ph i . OA kh i n i  mmD wo. ma 
ph i . Oo. ' uo.�he � 
ph i . Oo.uo. �ho mo.oo. 
mma. . weQ" uo. taf" � he L�o. 
l1l1lo.. weOA uo. theL9Q pkMm�ka 
l1l1lo.. weo" uo. t he L�o. thambaba 

188. the man hit the dog when the boy went ph� kwel i �ho l1l1lo.. weoo. wa. gat haL�o. 
11l1lQ.. weOA wa. �he L�o. thaI " 189.  the man hit the dog and it went 

190 . the man shot and ate the pig mma.. weOA mbwumA !he L�o. themA 

* * * 
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NOTES 

1 .  Thi s language has been re ferred t o  by various names-- "Yele " , 

" Yela" , and "Ye letnye " --the last of which seems the most appropriate 

as it means " Rossel Island language " .  

2 .  This research has been supported in part by a grant from the 

Re search Fund of the Papua New Guinea Branch of the Summer Institute 

of Linguistics . 
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