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1 . 0 I N T RO D U C T I O N  

Omie i s  the smallest member o f  the Koiarian Language Family o f  

Central Papua . It is spok en by s ome 1000 inhab itant s of the south­

western s l opes of Mount Lamington and the upper reaches of the Kumusi 

River in the Northern Di strict of papua. l Thi s dis tribution corre­

sponds to two dialects of the language which have b een ident i fi ed and 

name d Asafa and Zuwadza respective ly . The forme r ,  centred around 

Asapa village numb ers approximately 800 speakers , and the lat t e r ,  

centre d  around Namanaia ( or Wora ) village · numbers approximately 2 0 0  

speakers . 

This paper is concerned s o le ly with the Asafa , or as i t  w i l l  b e  

spe lled here aft er , Asapa dialec t .  It is b ased on dat a colle cted under 

the auspices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics , much of whi ch was 

contribut ed by one of the present authors , Mr . Randolph Upia ,  a native 

speaker from Asapa village . 2 

In the forthcoming des cript i on the following abb reviations wi l l  

be used t o  identify affixe s : 

ab ab lative 

al allative 

aux auxiliary verb 
ben bene fact ive 
ch characterizer 
de s desiderative 

e x c l  exc lusive 

fu future 
gen gene ral tense 

imp imperat ive 

loc locative 

p prominence 

pa pas t 

2 . 0  P H O N O L O G y
3 

2 . 1 P h o n e me s  

p f  perfe c t  

p l  plural 

po potential 

pr present 
prim primary medial 
proj proj e cted aspect 
sec s e c ondary medi al 
s et setting 

sg singular 

sp specific 

ref direct re ferent 

re l re lator 

t terminat or 

In trans cribing Omie the following symbols are used to repres ent 

twenty two s eparate cons onant and vowel phonemes the principal variants 

of whi ch are shown in square b rackets following each symbol : 

t [ t h J , k [ k h J , 1 , b ,  d ,  J [ d I J , 9 , p [PJ , 

v [� , v , w J , r [ r , f J , m , n , s [ s , t s J , h [ h , pJ , 

i ,  e , e [� J , a ,  o [ o J , 8 [ o J , o [ a> J , u .  
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Fol lowing a vowe l ,  : is  u s e d  t o  indicate t hat the syllable containing 

that vowel is  s tres s e d .  

Phonemes contrast i n  analogous o r  identical environments a s  fol-
lows : 

v l l b l l mlln  

n l ld  
t l l d  
t l l s  
d l lj l l s  
d l l r  
h l l p 
g l  /1 1  I h / / #  

k l l g  
k i f ?  
v l l u l l v u  

i l le l l a l l6 / / o l l u  

e l l e l l a l l o  

0 1 1 6  
o l / u  
o l i o  

I I  : ve l  ne t I I  : b e /  eating 

I i  : me l  s ugaraane I i  : n e l  e a t  ( imperat ive ) 

I ? a : n e l  h i t  I ? a : d e l  b ranah 

I ho : t e l  tree type I h o : d e /  flame 

I b u t i e : 1  kno t 

I d a : j e l skin 

I d e : j e l  b aak 

la : h o l  the man 

I g u s i e : 1 tree type 

Ij a : j el drum I s a : s e l  light  

I r e : j e l  taboo p laae 

l a : pol  father 

I g a : n e l  see  ( imperative ) I ? a : n e l  hit ( imperat ive ) 

I h a : n e l  leaf la : ne l  t o o th 

I k a : v u e ? e l  �ed I g a : v u e? e l  we are s e e n  

Imoko : j e l name o f  bird I n u go?o : j e /  s end 

I v6 : n u g e l  s top l u o : hol  the hair 

I v u o : h e l  ahew ( imperative ) 

I i  : j el  tree 

l e : j e l  shie ld 

l a : j e l  wife ' s  fa ther-in- law 

lo : j e l door 

l o : j e l p lant 

l u : j e l b anana 

I b i re : g e l  he s co lds me 

I b i re : g e l  he s ao lds them 

I b i r a : g e l  he s ao lds y ou 

I b i ro : g e l  fle s h  

I? i ro : mel  cons truct l ? i r6 : mel  p luak 

/ i : j o r e l  afterwal·ds / i : j u r e l  in the nes t 

I h l : r o h e l  he prospers I h i : r o h e l  he �s to s i t  

Stress is  contrastive and i s  characteri zed by timing rather than 

intensity . Compare : 

h i j e :  grandparen t  h i  : J e  s i t . 

Note that for some s peakers h and p represent one phoneme . Some 

s peakers use the allophone [ h J ,  others [�J ; s t i l l  others fluc tuate be­
tween the two . However , some y ounger speakers recognize a di fference 

and t end to pronounce h in some words consi s tent ly as [�J and in oth­

ers cons is tent ly as [ h J .  

Otherwise the only other maj or allophonic variat ion is  found 

with the phoneme v whi ch is generally pronounced as a labiodental 
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fri cative or light ly arti c ulated b ilabial fricative except when oc cur­

ring immedi ately pre ceding a b ack vow e l  when it is pronounced more 

like [ w ]  than [�] . 

2 . 2  Sy l l ab l e  Ty p e s  

A syllab le in Omie consists  o f  all onset . opt ional w ord initial . 

ob l i gat ory e ls ewhere . followed by an ob ligatory s imple or comp le x  nu­

cleus . The follow ing syll ab le types occur :  ( b racketed symbols indi­

c ate opt i onal occurrence ) 

Word initial : ( C )V ;  ( C ) ( V) VV 
Elsewhere : C ( V ) ( V ) V .  

The dis trib ution o f  phonemes within the s y l lab le is res tricted . 
In the following chart each of the eight Gmie vowels is assigned a 

number.  Comp onents of syllab le nuc lei will be referred t o  by these 

numb ers . 

Front Central Back 

High 2 / i l  1 l u i  
Mid 7B le i 4 101  3 16/ 
Low 7A l e i  6 l a l  5 101 

CHART 1 : OMIE  VOWELS 

Simple vowel nucleus when word init ial may be any vow e l  b ut 4 in 
the chart . 4 Elsewhere it  may b e  any vowe l . Complex nuc le i c ons i s t  of 

vowels in as cending numerical s equence only . The init i al vowel is 

never 3 or 4 .  In triple vowel nuc lei . the final vowel i s  always 7A or 

7B . The following chart lis t s  examp les of the only combinat ions of 

phonemes in ( C ) VVV syllab les . 

u a e  u a e  
9 x x 
j x x 
h x x 
m x x 
r x x 
d 
# 
v 

n 

? 

l ae j ae 

x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 

j oe j oe 

x x 
x x 
x x 

CHART 2 :  CONSONANT VOWEL NUCLEAR COMBI NAT I ONS 
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When the nuc leus consists  of two vowels the fol lowing restric­

tions have been found in the onset . With nuc leus 1 , 5 , the onset is 

Iml , Ih l or I ? I .  With nucleus 2 , 3 ,  the onset is  one of I b , v , d , s , n / .  

The cons onant I kl is rare . Apart from loan words , these are the 

only words re corded which c ontain I k/ : I k i n e ? e l  bush sp i r i t  I k a v u e l  

turn red I k o e l  b l ood I k a e j oel  knife Imokoj e l  name o f  b ird I k 6 va ? i e l 

name of b i r d .  

Some diale cts s ubstit ut e  I?I  for I k l  in the first three words . 

Other combinations have not y et been observed : I t u a l  Id i e l 

I d uel I s u e l  l i o l .  

3 . 0  M O R P H O P H ON E M I CS 

The following rules app ly to affixes and c litics  except for the 

special cases given in Sections 12 . 1 ,  12 . 11 ,  1 3 . 1 2 and 1 3 . 3  below .  

( 1 )  Final s tem vowe ls are reduced whe n  an enc litic or s uffix 

beginning with the s ame vowe l  is  adde d . 

p a pa + a re > p a p a r e  

uncle  + genit ive > u n c l e ' s  

( 2 )  The phoneme l e I  is reduced when l e I  and l e I  c ome t oge ther 

in either order as a result of the addition of an enc litic or suffix . 

s i s e + e > s i s e 

bad + t erminator > bad 

s ue + e n i > s u - e n i 

c loud + a llative > c l oud- allative 

for a c loud 

( 3 ) Final vowe ls of morphemes may be weak or strong . Strong 
vowels are 10/ , l e I , l e I  and l a l . Whe n another morpheme whose initial 
phoneme is a vowel is  adde d ,  the strong vowel is retained e xcept where 

rule 2 app lie s .  The vowels '0'  and lal are reduced direc t ly following 

a s trong vowe l . 

added .  

s a ? a  + o h u n i 

s a ? a - e n i 

land- allat ive 

for land 

> s a ? a - h u n i 

land + prominent . al l at i ve > land- promine nt . allative 

for the land 

Weak vowels are leI and 10/ . They are reduce d when any vowe l  is 
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? amo + e n i > ? a me n i 

vi l lage + allative > for the v i l lage 

n a - ? O  + o h o  > n a ? o h o  

I- too + prominence > n or I 

The phoneme s I i i and l u i  on s ome morphemes are strong .  However ,  

i f  a morpheme beginning with 1 0 1  i s  added , the 101  i s  retained . 

mu r i - e n i 

fir s t . born- allative 

mu r i - oh u n i 

firs t . born- prominent . al lat ive 

On other morphemes , I i i  and l u i  are weak . 

o r  i + en i > o r e n i  

road + allat ive > for a road 

( 4 )  Morpheme final 1 0 1  b e comes 101 when a monos yllab i c  morpheme 

consis ting of a cons onant + 1 0 /  is added . 

j e ? o  + r O  > j e ? O r O  

bush + non-specifi c . locative > i n  bush country 

a p o  + ?O > a p O ? o  

father + w i th > w i th fa ther 

( 5 )  Depending on the s peaker word final 101 i s  frequently re­

placed by 1 0 / . This change is especially common in shouted speech c on­

t our final . 

j u v a e  i j - o > j u v a e  i j - O  

coconu t  e a t - Ze t ' s !  L e t ' s  e a t  coconut.  

( 6 ) The Asapa diale ct is distingui she d  from Zuwadza by the pre s­

ence of -e terminator on certain c las ses of words and suffixes . - e  i s  

s uffixe d  when the word o r  morpheme is considered independent of what 

follows . What is meant by independent di ffers according t o  the word 

or suffix c las s and will be dis cussed in the morphology . 

Zuwadza 

[ a ]  man 

[ s i n a J  skin 

Asapa 

a - e  

man- t 

man 

s i n o  + e > s i n - e  

s k i n - t  

skin 

s i n o - r e 

s kin-on 

on the s k in 
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[Q-a ? - e ? l ] 

go- pas t ( perfe ct ? ) 

has gon e ,  went 

4 . 0  N O U N S  

v a ? - e ? i + e > v a ? - e ? - e  

go-perfect-t 

has  gone 

v a ? - e? i - ra 

go-perfe ct-when 

when he went  

521  

Nouns are not  inflected for number . Number may b e  s i gnalled by 

other words in the s ame phras e or c laus e . 

There are two c lasse s of nouns , common and appellat i ve . 

4 . 1 Common  N o u n s  

Common nouns , inc luding borrowed words , are di st ingui shed from 

appel lative nouns by the terminator - e  whe n  they occur in isolati on . 

k u k u - e  

tob acco - t  

tobacco 

- e  i s  not added ( a )  when s uffixe s or clitics  are added or ( b ) 

when a morpheme to whi ch one might otherwise expect it to b e  added is 

considered t o  be sub ordinate t o  a fol lowing word . Nouns in the latter 

category wi l l  be called dependent nouns . Examples ( c )  and ( d )  c ontain 

dependent nouns a and k u k u . 

4 . 2  A p p e l l a t i ve N o u n s  

( a )  h uo n o - r e  

b amboo-in 

i n  the bamb oo 

( b ) a - e  s i s e 

man-t  bad 

bad man 

( c )  a s l s e 

man b ad 
bad one 

( d )  k u k u  h u o n - e  

tobacco b amb oo- t 
tobacco p ip e  

Appel lat ive nouns c ontras t with common nouns in that they d o  not 

have a terminator -e suffix in isolation : 
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a p o  father ( used for address or endearment ) 

as opposed t o  

v a v u - e  fa ther-t father ( used for ident i fication ) .  

Proper names of people arp. incl uded in the appel lative c las s . 
Appe l lative nouns contras t further with common nouns in that 

they t ake a genitive ( ge n )  s uffix - a r e ,  app e llative locative - a r6 

and vocative suffix - 6 .  Common nouns do not t ake these suffixe s . 

5 . 0  A DJ E C T I V E S  

a p o  + a r e > a p a r e  

fa ther + genit ive ( gen ) 
fathe r ' 8  

a p o  + a r6 > a p a r6 

father + app e llat ive . locative 

to/w i t h  father 

apo + 6 > a p6 

father + vocative 

Fathe r!  

Adj e ctives are categori zed as qualifiers or quanti fiers . 

5 . 1  Q u a l i f i e r s  

Qualifiers t ake - e  terminator . Only qualifiers may funct ion as 

a quality des criptive in a modified noun phrase .  Unless emphas i z e d ,  

the qualifying adj e c tive immediate ly follows the noun i t  modifies . 

i j - e b o r om- e 

tree - t  big- t 

a big tree 

If emphati c , the qualifier immediately precedes the noun . 

b o r om- e i j - e 

b i g - t  tre e - t  

a big tree 

Quali fiers are reduced or increased in intens ity by a c losed set 
of modifiers . The s e  are typical e xamp le s  o f  comparison but not all of 

the s e  phrases would oc cur with every adj ective . Phrase me dial quali­

fiers occur without -e terminator . 
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b i s emu  b o r ome b o r ome 

on Zy . a . U t t Ze big b ig 

somew hat b i g  

b o r omo b o r ome 

b i g  big 

quite  big 

b o r omo b e h e  

big very 

very big 

b o r omo b e h i mae  

big very true 

tru ly very big 

b o r omo mae 

b ig true 

tru ly b i g  

b o r omo b o r omo mae  

big big true 

tru Zy very big 

b o r omo b o romo b e h e  

b i g  b i g  very 

very very b i g  

The stronge s t  intens ity is achieved by litot es . 

b o g o  mae b o g o  b i s e ? e  v a d u ? o h o  

n o t  tru Zy n o t  l i t t le perhaps 

tru Zy not  li t t l e ,  no doub t about it  

Adj ect ives are not marked t o  agree with the noun they modi fy . 

Some adj e c t ives of s i z e ,  howeve r ,  are us ed only with nouns whose re f­

erent is s ingular, others are us ed only with nouns whos e referent is 

p lural . 

a - e  b o rom- e 

man-t b ig- t 

a b ig man 

m u n e  b i s e ? - e  

s tone sma l l- t  

a sma l l  s tone 

5 . 2  Q u a n t i f i e r s 

a - e ma 5 i j - e 

man- t big-t  

big men 

m u n e  i n i n - e  

s tones sma H- t  

sma Z l  s tones 

The quantifier does not characteri s t i c al ly oc cur with -e termi­
nator . I t  fol lows the qualifier in a modi fied noun phrase . 

a e  b o r ome g emu  

man importan t one 

one importan t man 

Numerals cons titute an imp ortant set of quanti fiers . 

g e m u  

one 

n i 6? i 

two 
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e h i n i 6 ? i e h i g e m u  

like . t h a t  two like . t h a t  one 

three 

e h i n l 6 ? i e h i n i 6? i 

like . that two like . th a t  two 

four 

o v o  go m i n e 

hand one number 

the numb e r  of one hand; fi ve 

o v o  go m i ne ovo  g o - r e  g e mu 

hand one number hand o ther- on one 
one hand and one (finger) on the o t her; six 

o v o  go m i n e ovo go m i ne 

hand one numb e r  hand o ther number 

one hand, the o ther h and; ten 

ovo g o  m i n e ovo g o  m i n e h o r u  g o  m i n e 

hand one number hand o ther number foot one number 

one hand, the other hand, o�e foo t ;  fifteen 

Other quant i fiers include a h 6 ? 6  many , a h 6 ? 6 b e h e  very many , 

v e m i n o e few, g e m u  g e m u  one one i . e .  few,  g o  ano the r .  

Certain quantifiers may be intens i fied . E . g . 

6 . 0  MA N N E R  WO RDS  

a h 6?6- b eh i mae  

many- ve ry tru ly 

very many 

Manner words do not have - e  terminat or . They are of two types . 

Those derived from qualifiers , or homophonous with them,  immediate ly 

pre cede the verb they modi fy . 

m u o h o  s i s e - ? I e ? e  

work bad-manner h e - does 

He is  doing the work poor ly . 

Other manner words , not derived from adj ective s , need not b e  
adj acent t o  the verb . 

b u re r o ? a m - e r o  r 6 v a d e j e 

quick ly vi l lage - to he . came 

He quick ly came to the v i l lage . 
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Some s tems appear t o  be derived from nouns . 

b u r u  + e ro > b u r e ro 

wind + by > quiak Zy 

u ? i + e m u > u ? emu  

smoke + on Zy > s Zow Zy 

d a r u go + 8 > d a r u g 8 ? 8  

s treng th + wi th > vigorous Zy 

Others are s imple s t ems . 

s a g i n i e r i  aarefu Z Zy ,  se are t Zy 

5 2 5  

A l l  manner words are usually preceded b y  the limitator rna j u s t  

for s l ight emphasis : 

rna b u re ro jus t quiak Zy 

The addi tion of the manne r word b i s e mu a Z i t t Ze immediat e ly pre­

ceding another manner word means to s ome ext e n t ,  rather.  

b i s e mu b u re ro 

a .  Z i t t Ze qui ak Zy 

s omewh at q ui ak Zy 

Manner words are intensi fied in irregular ways . 

b u re ro b u r e ro 

q u i ak Zy quiak Zy 

very q u i a k Zy 

d a r u g 8 ? 8  

vigorous Zy 

d a r u g o  ma - e r - e mu 

vigour tru Zy -wi t h - o n Zy 

very vi gorous Zy 

7 . 0  T E MP O RA L S  

Temporals are distinguished from other words in that when un­
marked by a c li ti c , they function as a grammati c a l  temporal indicat or 

in a c lause or noun phrase . 

n a s  i h u j e j  i j oh o  

my Zater t a Z k  

my fu ture me ss age 

h u j ej i n a  v a ? e j 8 

Zater I s ha Z Z . go 

Later I ' Z Z go.  

Unl ike nouns , adj e ctives , and manner words , temporals never oc cur 

with a pre ceding limitator rna jus t .  Thi s  can b e  s e en b y  c omparing the 

homophonous words u ? emu Zater and u ? emu  s Zow Zy . 
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j a r u vo rna u ? e m u  j u ve 

today j us t s Low Ly I . waLk  

Today I ' m jus t waLking s Low Ly . 

u ? e m u  rna b u re ro j u v&? e j 8 

Late r  jus t quick ly I . wi L l . �a lk 

Later I ' l l wa lk quick ly . 

Some temporals are derived by adding the suffix - ? e  t o  adj e ct ive 

or noun s tems : 

ma m i - ? e  

o ld- temporal . s uffix 

before , a lre ady . 

In the same way temporals which const itute the diurnal s ubc lass 

are derived from the nouns s i s � n ue morning, m a j ae  s un ,  day , t ime , 

j e n i e  afte rnoon, vo?oe  e ve ning, v a h i e  nigh t .  Diurnal temp orals in­

c lude not only words , b ut phrases : 

s i s � n u - ? e  

morni ng- time 

in the morn i ng 

j e n i - ? e  

afternoon- time 

in the afternoon 

v a h i - ? e  

nigh t - time 

at  n i g h t  

ma j a - ? e  

s un- time 

a t  the time from l Oa . m . t o  noon 

v o ? o - ?e  

eve ning- time 

in the evening 

yah i ma - ? e  

nigh t true- time 

we L L  on in the nigh t 

s i s o n u - ? e mae [ s i c ] 

morning- time true 

v a h i r i r i - ?e  

nigh t mi ddle- time 

at midnigh t on i n  the morning 

A diurna l  temp oral may be modi fied by an immediately pre ceding 

t emporal . 

n e r i  s i s � n u ? e  

tomorrow morning 

The use of diurnal temporals should b e  compared with that of 

nouns . Note that mi d- day is e xpre ssed by a re lator- axi s noun phras e ,  

not a temporal ( see Section 1 3 . 22 ) : 

maj  a r i r i - r e  

sun mi ddLe- s et t ing . enc l i t i c  

mid-day 

Only the noun may be modified by a de ictic : 

d i  v a h i - re 

w h i ch ( de i ct i c ) nigh t .  ( noun ) - setting . enclitic 
which nigh t ?  
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a v e  v a h i - re 

this n i gh t- s e t ting 

this night  

5 2 7 

On the othe r hand , the diurnal temporal is used i f  a dei c ti c  i s  

n o t  s elected : 

j a r u vo v a h i ? e  

today n igh t 

toni ght 

Another cate gory o f  temporal s indic ates the succe s s i on o f  days . 

j a r u vo today 

n e r  i 1 s t  day before or after t oday 

j l a me 2nd day before or after today 

r i ome 3rd day before or afte r today 

r i r o h e  4 th day before or after today 

Temporals are intens ified irregularly : 

m a m i - ?e 

o ld- time 

long ago 

8 . 0  D E I  C T I  C S  

u ? e m u  

l a te r  

m a m i  g o  g o - ? e  

o ld s ome s ome- time 

v e ry long ago 

h u j e j  i u ?e m u  

after later 

much l a ter 

Deictics  are of two types : pure dei c t ic s , and locat ive deicti cs . 

8 . 1  P u r e  De ; c t ; c s 

The pure dei c tic forms are : 

e that,  there 

e h u n o  in that  area 

e h i in this/that 

e v a re  a t  that time 

e m i n o?e  that  amoun t  

manner 

The pure deictics  frequently function anaphorically t o  sum up a 

phrase ,  c l ause , paragraph or discourse . 

Ae r o  A s a p a  ? a mo - re  e h o roj a d ej e .  

the . man A s ap a  v i l l age - sett ing there came 

The man arrived at A sapa vi l lage . 
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Ae n i o? i  g ernu  e rn i n o ?e r 6 v a r ej e .  

man 2 1 t ha t .  many came 

Thre e  me n ,  that many , came . 

E h i e ? a d ej e .  

lik e .  tha t  he . did 

That ' s  what  he did. 
( sums up an entire disc ourse ) 

e t h a t ,  eh i like that  and e v a re t hen occ ur phrase initial in a 

modi fied noun phrase , manner phrase and temporal noun phras e respec­

tive ly .  De ictics  do not occur in app e l lat ive noun phrases . The noun 

phrases terminate with e i ther a prominence ( p ) marker or s pe c i fi c  set­

t ing marker ( sp . set ) ( see Sect i on 1 3 . 0 ) .  

E k i n e? e  s i s e - h u ro r 6 v a d e j e .  

that spiri t b ad-p . ab l at ive he . came 

Tha t  bad spiri t came 

E h i  rna b u re ro r 6 v a d e j e . 

like . that  jus t q uick ly he . came 

He came that  quick ly . 

E v a re rn a j a - r e  r 6 v a d ej e .  

tha t .  time t ime - sp . se t  h e .  came 

He came at th at  time . 

De ictics may occur ab s olutely whe n  the referent is known.  

Ae ro  e v a ? a d e j e  

man there w e n t  

T h e  man w e n t  the re . 

E v a r e  v a ? a d e j e . 

a t .  tha t .  t ime h e . wen t 

He went at that  time . 
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8 . 2  L o c a t i v e De i c t i c s  

5 2 9  

There are four b a s i c  locative deicti cs ; see Chart 3 :  A ,  B ,  C and 

D .  The ini tial / a /  wherever it oc curs in the chart , is opt i onal . In 

Thi s  dis cussion , lower case letters refe r  t o  the line in the chart , 

and numb ers refer t o  the examp les to follow .  

Deictic Focus 

( a )  setting 
( extreme ) 

(b ) setting 
( proximal ) 

( c )  this way 
( extreme ) 

( d )  this way 
( proximal ) 

( e ) area-
prominence 

( f )  are a-
identifier 

Locative Focus 

( g )  at, to 
( extreme ) 

( h )  at, to 
( proximal ) 

( i )  additional 
(proximal ) 

( j )  somewhere 
( extreme ) 

( k )  somewhere 
( proximal ) 

A B C 
here there down there 

ave a rue anume 

a v i e re a rue re anume re 

a v l eh i  a rueh i  anumeh i 

av i e reh i a rue reh i anumereh i 

v i enoho ruenoho numenoho 

vi eno r !  re ruenor i  re numenor i  re 

A B C 
here there down there 

a v i ae a ruae anum i ae 

ave r i ae a r6r i ae anum6 r i ae 

ve r l ?6 r6r l ?6 num6 r i ?6 

av i a r i ?ere a rua r i ?ere anum i a r i ?e re 

aver  i a r  i ?e re a r6r i a r i ?e re anum6 r i a r i?ere 

CHART 3 :  LOCAT I VE DE I CT I CS 

D 
up there 

a ruhe 

a ruhere 

a ruheh i 

a ruhereh i 

ruhenoho 

ruhenor i  re 

D 
up there 

a ruh i ae 

a ruh6 r i ae 

ruh6 r i ?6 

aruh i a r i ?e re 

a ruhor i a r i ?e re 

E ach of the locative de ictics  may be dei c t i c  focus , ( a )  t o  ( f ) , 

or locat ive focus , ( g )  t o  ( k ) . The contras t is c lear b e tween ( a )  ( b )  

and ( g )  ( h ) : ( a )  ( b )  may refer t o  e ither s pace or time ( 1 )  ( 2 ) .  They 

frequently s erve to dire c t  the at tention of the hearer to a change in 

setting or to the identity of a part i cipant in a discourse ( 2 ) . The 
locative focus dei ctics ( g )  and ( h ) , on the other hand , give informa­

tion only ab out space or dire ction ( 3 ) . 
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( 1 )  

J .  Austing and R. Upia 

R u e r e  v a d u n e  g o - r e  r u e ? e ? e . 

jus t . over. a t . that y e ar o ther- sp . set he . w i Z Z . come 

He wi Z Z  come jus t this next year.  

( 2 )  Ruhe do - r e ? a n o ? i ? om i e  b i j i o g o h o  ? a J i omamu  

up . at . that top - sp . se t  to . ki Z Z  Omie native go. up 

g a go ro ? om i - e ro h i ? i h o g a va j o u v e  mam i ? e 

after Omie - s ub j e c t  si t ting saw Orokaiva a Zre ady 

a n ume re  r6j 6mamu g o  

jus t . down . a t . tha t coming . up 

(The Orokai va) .. was c L imbing up there to t�e top 
to ki Z Z  the Omi e coun tryman . The n the Omie ,  
a s  he was s i t ting, s aw j u s t  down there a n  
Orokai va was a Z re ady c Zimbing t h e  tre e .  

( 3 )  An u m i ae  ? a b u e ?e j 6 .  

down . there I . s ha Z Z . go . down 

I ' Z Z go down the re . 

A second distinction whi ch i s  made in the four locative de ictics  

is between extreme and proximal . The proximal imp lies a short distance 

from the narrator or the part i c ipant from whose viewpoint the dis course 

is being pre sent e d .  The e xtreme s imply indi cates dire ction without 

specific re ference to di stance . Howeve r ,  if proximal and e xtreme loc­

at ive deictics  other than those in co lumn A are contrasted , proximal 

s i gnifies ne ar and extreme s igni fies far .  The situat ion for those i n  

column A i s  the reverse . Extreme signifies righ t here and proximal 

s i gnifies c Z ose to h ere . 

a v i a e right here ( extreme ) 
a ve r i ae not righ t here but c Zose  to here ( proximal ) 
a r u a e  over t here ( e xtreme ) 
a r 6 r i ae a short dis tance over there ( proximal ) 

Enc litics  on locative de ictics  occur singly or in strings . 

Since their us age i s  specialize d ,  it wi l l  be dis cussed here . Their 

oc currence on noun and temporal phrase s  will b e  des cribed in Se ction 

1 3 . 0 .  
Sets ( a ) ( b ) ( g ) ( h ) have already b e en i llustrated . Enclitics  

or s uffi xe s whi ch may be isolated inc lude - e  bound allomorph of the 
pure de ictic  e ( b ) , sett ing enc liti c  - r e � - r  ( b ) ( h ) , and locat ive 
- i a e � - a e  ( g ) ( h ) . Forms c lass ( a ) are unmarked . 

- e h i in tha t manne r/way oc curs in two sets of forms ( c ) and ( d ) . 

Examp les i l lus trate the us age firs t of the extreme , then the proximal 
form . 
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( 1 )  Av i - e h i r 6 v a d e j e .  

t hi s .  here-way h e .  came 

He came in the direction of t h i s  p Zace here . 

( 2 )  A v i e r - e h i h u h o s umo r omo r6 v a ? a d e j e .  

near . this-way de touring come he . we n t  

He passed by , making a detoup o n  this s i de (of 
that object Zoca te d) n e ar here . 

The extreme , ( c ) , may refer to time or manner :  

H u r a  b i s e ? o- r e  r o h u  v i - � h i r u e ? e ? e . 

week sma Z Z - on b u t  this -way he . wi Z Z . come 

He wi Z Z  come this side of Saturday (i . e . before 
Saturday ) . 

Av i - e h i e ? a d e j e .  

this -way he . did 

He did jus t as I am demons tra t i ng here . 

531  

- e n o h o  on this  part of ( e )  is composed of the  pure de ictic  e 

t h a t  p lus are a locative - n o  p l us the promine nce marker - o h o .  Set ( e )  

replaces ( c )  i f  i t  i s  sentence theme , or in a negative or informat i on 

interrogat ive sentence ( see Section 1 4 . 2 ) . 

J 6 v6 v i - e n o h o  i ae a e ro  h i j e .  

wate r thi s .  h ere- area certain Zy man s i t s  

There is s ome one o n  th is s i de o f  the river.  

H u r a  v i - en o h o  b o g o  r u e ? i r u - e h i e v a r e  r ue ? e ? e .  

week this . here- are a n o t  come there -way then he . wi Z Z . come 

He wi Z Z  n o t  come this  part of the week;  towards the 
Z a t t e r  part, at that tim� he w i Z Z  come . 

- e n o r i re in this  area ( f ) consi s t s  of - n o area ,  - r i  ( ? ) ,  and - re 

s e t ti n g .  

V i - e n o r i r e j 6 v6 - r e a e r o h i j e .  

this . here - i n . thi s .  are a water- a t  man s i ts 

Th ere i s  a p ers on a t  the water in this area (as opp osed 
t o  the water in  the other are a ) . 

- 6  and, in addi t i on ,  more ( i ) : 

R6 r i - ?6 v a ? o n e . 

jus t . ove r . there- more go 

Move over there a Zi t t Ze or Get  o u t  of the way ! 

- r i ? e r e s omewhere n e ar , is c omp osed of - r i  ( ? )  p lus - ? e  charac­

terizer , p lus - r e se t ti n g .  It may be suffixed to an abs olut e ( j )  or 

re lative ( k )  form . 
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a r u a - r i ?e re 

ab s o ru t e . there-near 

somewhere over there 

a r 6 r i a - r i ? e r e  

re r a t i ve . there - ne ar 

s omewhe re jus t a s ho r t  di s tan ce over t h e re 

The following forms may b e  sub stantivi zed ( 13 . 3 ) by adding the 

prominence marker - o h o . The final lei i s  reduced except in ( a ) forms . 

( a ) a ve - h o  

this-p 

this one  

( b ) a v i e r - oh o  

near. this-p 

the one  in the  p ra ce near here 

( f ) v i - e n o r i r - o h o  

thi s - i n . area-p 

the one in  the are a this way 

( j )  and ( k ) a r u h 6 r i a - r i ? e r - o h o  

jus t . up . there - s omewhere . ne ar-p 

the one jus t up there s omewh ere 

9 . 0  I N T E R R O G AT I V E S  

Omi e has both information and pe rformat ive interrogatives . 

Informat ion inte rrogatives are used by a narrator when a response or 
re action i s  desire d .  Performative interrogatives are us ed b y  the 

speaker t o  e xpress his own doub t or uncertainty . 

r a h u ro r 6 v ad e j e  

who came 
( information ) 

Who came , I as k y o u ?  

v a d u r o  r6 v a d e j e 

who came 
( pe rformative ) 

Le t me think,  who came ? 

The inclusion of informati on interrogatives in a c laus e results 

in the prominence marker being added t o  other phras es in the clause 
( 1 4 . 2 ) . The performative interrogative e ffe cts no changes . 
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Information interrogatives are c las s i fied a s  dei ct ic ,  nominal 

and pronominal . 

The deictic  form is d i  w h i c h .  I t  oc cupies the s ame initial posi­

tion as the de ictic  e in modi fied noun phras es ( 1 3 . 2 ) . The phras e con­

cludes with the prominence marker or specific setting marker ( 13 . 11 ,  

1 3  . 12 )  . 

d i  m a h - o h o  

whi ch pig-p 

whi ch pig? 

d i ae 

whi ch p 1.ace ? 

d i h u no ? e  

whi ch are a ?  

d i m i n o ? e  

how many ? 

d i  o r i - r e 

which road- s p . s e t  

on w h i c h  road? 

d i n o ? e  

whe re ? 

d e h i or d i e h i  

how ? 

d i va r e  

whe n ?  

The informat ion inte rrogative common noun r a b - e  w h a t - t  ( s tem 

r a b u )  w h a t ?  may be modi fied and p os se s s ed . It  t akes the clitics in 

the s ame way as other common nouns ( 1 3 . 1 ) . The answer s ought would 

range from a person to an abs tract ide a .  

N a s i r a b u  b o rom- e ro r 6 v a d e j e 7  

my what big- s ub j ect came 

Wha t  was i t  t h a t  was b i g  be 1.onging to me that  came ? 
( May refer e i ther t o  human or non-human p articipants . )  

R a b - e r o b e j a d e j e 7  

what- s ub j ect fe 1. 1.  

R a b - en i r 6 v a n e j e 7  

what-for did . y o u . come 

Why did y o u  come ? 

Wha t  fe n ?  

Ra b u - ? e s i nom- e ro r 6 v a d e J e 7  

what- kind cargo� s ubj ect came 

Wha t  s o r t  of thing arrived?  

The informat ion interrogative pronoun r a h u o  who like other pro­

nouns may not be modi fied or posses sed . C lit ics and s uffixes are add­

ed to form r a h u  on the analogy of app e llat ive nouns . For examp le 

r a h u - a re 

who - gen 

whose ? 

The function of the interrogati ve pronoun is t o  inquire concern­

ing a name . It frequently s tands in apposit ion to a dependent noun . 
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J lI vll r a h u o  j l e 7  

river who i s  

What  i s  t h e  name of the river? 

R a h u - r o  r ll v a d e j e 7  

who- subj ect came 

What  is t he name of the one who came ? 

Performative interrogatives are comprised o f  the performative 

noun v a d - e  w h a t- t wha t ? ,  pronoun v a d uo what name ? and the verb v a d e ? e  

w h a t  does he do? The first two occur with c l i tics or suffixes after 

the analogy of r a b e  and r a h u o . v a d e ? e  i s  c omposed of v a d  w h a t  p lus 

e ? e  do . I t  is conj ugated like a regular verb . 

1 0 . 0  P RO N O U N S  

N a  v a ? o r omo v a d e ? e j ll  ? u a ?e j ll .  

I going what . s ha l l . I . do I . s ha l l . te l l . him 

I wi l l  go and (do wha t ? )  te l l  him . 

Pronouns may not be possessed or modi fied . They are displayed in 

Chart 4 .  Bracke ted forms are of le ss frequent oc currence . Neut ral 

means unmarked s tem . 

Neu tral Genit ive - Reflexive 

Singular P lural Singular P lural 

1 n a  n ll  ( n llme ) n a s i n ll s i 

2 j a  j e me j a s i j e m e s i 

3 h u  j ab u me h e s i j a b e s i 
( j a b u ) 

CHART 4 :  PRONOUNS 

The morpheme - me on j eme and j a b ume is the animate p lural asso­

ciative ( 1 3 . 1 3 )  and may be added t o  1 p l . form, n 6 , t o  emphasize p lu­
ral ity , nllme . The abbreviated 3 p l . form s omet imes occurs with 
ab lative and comitative enc litics  ( 13 . 11 ) . I t  may als o oc cur b e fore 

a word with which it is closely re lated . 

j a b u - ?lI 

3 . p l . pronoun- comitative 
w i t h  them 

j a b u  n l ll? i  

they two 

they two 
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The intens i fier - e h u  occurs on n a , j a ,  - h u  on other neutral 

pronouns . In addition to other functions ( 1 2 . 7 , , 1 4 . 1 2 . 3 ,  1 4 . 2 2 ( 3 ) )  
- e h u  on 1 and 2 persons neutral serves as emphasis in exc lamat ions . 

o m u e n - oh u r o n a - e h u  i j u me v e 7 e j e !  

o cousin - p . s ub j ect me- intens ive has . ruined 

0,  my cous in has ruined me ! 

The geni tive pronoun is characterized by the s uffix - s i .  

n a - s  i m u - e  

me - gen work - t  

my work 

The genit ive pronoun oc curs following a temporal or a noun 

phrase . A common noun or adj ective is dependent if it immediately 

pre cedes a geni tive pronoun . 

v a v u  he s i j o h o  

father h i s  t a L k  

fa the r ' s  mess age 

n e r i  h e s i  j oh o  

t omorrow i ts t a l k  

t a l k  ab out tomorrow o r  t he 
t a l k  t o  be given tomorrow 

5 3 5  

I s ol at i on and re flexive pronominal phrases c ons ist of the geni­

tive pronoun p lus optional common nouns , s i v u e  se lf ( i solat ion ) , 

7 a r i j o7 a r i j e s e lf ( re flexive ) . 

N a  n a - s i  s i v u - e  r o v6d e j e .  

I me- gen i s o lation- t I . came 

I came by mys e lf. 

N a - s i ma r o v o d e j e .  

me - gen jus t I . came 

It was my own idea that  I come . 

N a - s i  7 a r i j o? a r i j - o h o  m u e b e r ov e . 

me - gen re flexive-p I . care . for . my s e lf 

I ' m caring for my s e lf. 

N a - s i i m6 d e j e .  

me - gen I. bough t 

I b ough t i t  for my se lf. 

The geni tive of the pers onal pronoun without ? a r i j o? a r i j e  s e lf 

s erve s as reflexive for inanimate participants .  

1 1 . 0 P A R T I C L E S  

O j o h o  h e s i ema  t u g o r o h a d ej e .  

door of. i tse lf jus t s h u t  

The door jus t c losed b y  i ts e lf. 

Part i c les are words which are never followed immediat e ly by an 

enc litic . 5 There are three type s : 

( 1 )  Mo dal Pa�tiele� . The following is a repre sent at ive list  

only . 
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i a e 

i o? o  

J .  Austing and R .  Upia 

certainLy 

yes 

b o g o  n o ,  n o t  

n a d i don ' t  ( from a defective ve rb n a d i ? e w a i t ) 

b o g a v e  don ' t- emphatic ( from b o g o  n o t  and g a ve s e e ;  
i t  may t ake the medial form b o g a v e g o  op­
tionally ) 

e m a  '" ma jus t 

n a n  i perhaps 

n a  yes-no interrogat ive 

( 2 )  Ejaculat�on4 

oj o ? e  

a s e ? e  

s urpris e  

s urpri s e ,  anger, p Leasure, gree t ing 

( 3 )  C o nj u nct� o n4 

r o h u  

a mo 

n a  

d e r o  

b u t ,  and 

or, and, b u t  

b u t  anyway 

then ( in narrative text ) 
we L L  next ( frequent in procedural texts ) 

1 2 . 0  V E R B S  A N D  V E R B P H RAS E S  

Verb s cons i s t  o f  a s imp le or comp le x  s t em usually followed by a 

unique set of suffixes . They function as predicate and normally occur 

c lause final . Verb s may be i ntrans itive , trans itive , dit rans it ive , or 

fac t ive . 

1 2 . 1 M o r p h o p h o n em i c s  

Verb root s , stems , and many s uffi xe s end in syllable ons e t  I i , 

u ,  m ,  n ,  g ,  h ,  ? ,  j ,  v I . Other verb roots end in a sy l l ab le pattern 

cons onant p lus I i I  or l u I . This sy llab le occurring verb root final 

mus t be regarded as onset p lus the firs t vowe l of a syllab le nuc leus . 
Thus the syllab le is fragmentary . 

The syllab le may be completed by a suffix b eginning with a vowe l .  

Otherwise the following changes occur : 

( 1 )  A final I j l is reduc e d .  ( In the examp le s  s g  means singular ; 
pr means pre s ent . ) 

i j - e 

e a t- 3 . s g . pr 
He ea ts . 

i - r omo 

eat-se condary . medial 
eating 
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g a v - e  

e a t  s e e- 3 . s g . pr 

He s amp Les the food. 

The final s tem / j / i s  reduced in all examples except in the firs t . In 

the first examp le ,  the sy llab le beginning with / j /  is comp le te d  by a 

vowel suffix - e ,  3 s ingular pre sent . Verb morphemes following the 

analogy of i j  are called weak morpheme s .  

( 2 )  When a verb morpheme ends in a phoneme other than / j / or 

/ v / , the final sy l lab le is norma l ly comp leted by / 0 / . However,  when 

the 1 s ingular fut ure ( fu )  s uffix - ? e j 6  i s  added , /6/ is sub s tituted 

for /0/ through vowe l harmony as i s  i l lustrated in the third examp le . 

? a n - e  

hi t- 3 . s g . pr 

he h i ts 

? a n - o - ? e j o  

hi t - sy l l ab le . complement- l . p l . fu 

we s h a H  h i t  

? a n - 6 - ? e j 6  

hi t- syllab le . comp lement- l . s g . fu 

I s h a H  h i t  

Ve rb morphemes fol lowing the analogy of ? a n  are calle d  s trong mor­

phemes . 

When a s uffix b eginning with a glot tal  is added t o  a morpheme 

ending in a glottal , the morpheme is often not augmented by / 0 /  or 

/6 / ,  b ut instead , one glottal is reduced : 

or more frequen t ly : 

v a ? - o - ? e j o 

go- s y l lab le . c omplement- l . pl . fu 

v a - ? e j o  

go- l . p l . fu 

we s h a H  go 

( 3 )  All  verb s uffixes and s ome verb roots which end in / v /  are 

s trong . Other verb roots are we ak . 

( a ) • r a v - e  

c Le ar- 3 . s g . pr 

h e  c Lears 

( b ) r a vo - ? e j o  

c Lear- l . pl .  fu 

we s h a H  c Lear 
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( c )  g a v - e  

s e e- 3 . s g . pr 

h e  sees  

( d )  g a - 7ej  0 

s e e- I .  p I .  fu 

we s ha l. l.  s e e  

E xample ( b ) shows that r a y  is augmented by / 0 /  a s  was 7 a n  i n  7 a n0 7 e j o  

w e  s ha l l  hi t .  Thus r a y  i s  a s trong morpheme . Example ( d )  s hows that 

/ v l  is reduced be fore the consonant / 7 / , so that g a y  is a weak mor­

pheme . 

1 2 . 2  V e rb S te m s  

Verb s tems may b e  s imp l e : 

b a e j e 

take 

v a 7 e  

o r  they may b e  compound : 

b a - va 7 e  

take - go 

take away 

go 

Stems may be derived from nouns , adj e c tives , or from other verb 

roots . The mos t  common verb s tem forming s uffix is - v .  When - v  is 

added , the re s ulting verb s tem is  always strong . 

e g o - v - e  

ta l l- verb . forming . suffix- 3 . sg . pr 

h e  grows ta l l  

u r e j o - v - e  

wi ld . be a s t- verb . forming . su ffix- 3 . s g . pr 

he acts crude ly 

Some s tems are formed by the redupli cation of the verb root : 

h i - h i - v - e  

s i t - si t- verb . forming . suffix- 3 . sg . pr 

he  s i t s  for a s ho r t  time 

The reflexive -reciprocal verb s tem s uffix or infix is  - ro o  

7 a no - r o - v - e  ( root : 7 a n  ki l l. )  
ki l l- re flexive-verb . forming . s uffix- 3 . s g . pr 

he ki H s  hims e If 
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t o g o - r o- h - e  ( root : t u g o h  c lose ) 

shut-re flexive-verb . root . final . cons onant- 3 . s g . pr 

i t  c loses by i tse lf 

On s ome roots , the re flexive morpheme is use d  as a reciprocal 

instead : 

b i r o - r o - h - o  

find-reflexive-root . final . c ons onant- 3 . p l . pr 

they me e t  each o t her 

5 3 9  

Some s tems c ontain numb er implicit i n  them.  These inc lude s tems 

formed by the s uffix - b i j i oh .  

t u t u v - e  

run- 3 . s g . pr 

he runs 

t u t u - b i j i oh - e  

run- pl . s tem- 3 , s g . pr 

t h ey run 

Other st ems have root s with numb er imp li cit : 

h i  j e t a r i j e  

one person s i ts a few p e op le s i t  

r a r ome 

many peop le  s i t  

1 2 . 3  A f f i x a n d  E n c l i t i c  I n v e n to ry 

An affix invent ory is listed below .  Allomorphs are not listed . 

Numbers indicate c lasses and orders o f  affixes . Where a form repre­

s ents a pers on-numb er conj ugat ion , the 3 singular is norma l ly rec orded 
to repres ent all pers ons and numb ers . A l l  imperatives are represented 

in the 2 singular form . A morpheme repres ent at ive of a c lass is s ur-

rounded by angle b racket s :  < - a m i j > .  

10 Stem referents 

1 1  < - a m i j >  direct referent 

1 2  < - a h >  b enefact ive 

2 0  Adverb ial 
21 - a n o v  attenuat ive 

3 0  Quantitative 

3 1  - r uom  collective 

3 2  - t am extent ive 

4 0  Aspect 

4 1  - no v  habi tuat i ve 



5 4 0  J .  Austing and R. Upia 

50 Modal ( 1 )  

5 1  - a v  

6 0  Modal ( 2 )  

6 1  

6 2  
6 3  
6 4  

- h i j  

- ? i b e j  

- ? i ro 

- ? i h oj  

sens ory 

e vidential 

c ontrafactua l  

potent ial 

intentive 

70 Act ive Sub j e ct Markers 

71 < - 0 >  

7 2  < - a d e >  

7 3  < - oh e > 

7 4  < - a j e >  

short form person-number 

long form person-number 

proj e cted aspect person-numb er 

present tense pers on-numb er 

75  < - ? a ? a j e >  future tense pers on-number 

76 < - n e >  fut ure imperative-number 

7 7  < - e >  

8 0  Final markers 

8 1  

82 

- e h u  

- a j  

imme diate imperative-numb er 

intens i fier 

quotative 

9 0  - 1 0 2  Non- final forms 

9 0  Medial tens e/aspe ct/mode 

9 1  - n u g o  cessative 

9 2  - r i j e  primary me dial c ontrafactual 

93 - e  primary medial general 

94 - ? e  primary medial pres ent 

95 - am u  primary medial past 

9 6  - ? i r a m u  primary medial future 
9 7  - e ? e  perfect 

9 8  - j u v o  continuat ive 

99  - a r ume unrealized potential 

100 - j o r o  imp osed will  

1 0 1  - j oe n i circums tant ial reason 
102 - emu durat ive 

110 Conj unctivity 
III  < - oh o >  

l l2 

l l 3  

l l 4  

l l 5  
l l6 

- e n i 

- e ro 

- g o  

- go ro 

- romo 

prominence ,  deictic  and set ting 
c lause re lat ors ; s i ngle enclitic  
or encliti c string 

purp os ive 
ab lative medi al c lause relator 

primary medi al c lause relator 
perceptual medi al c lause relator 

s e condary medial c lause re lator 
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120 C l osure 
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- ? i r o 
- b e  

- yO 

temporal neighbourhood 

distrib ut ive 

di s j unctive6 

5 4 1  

Affixe s oc cur in ascending numerical order , i . e .  le ft to right , 

except that 75 , 7 6 , or - 0  from 71 may fo llow 82 . Dire ct referent mark­

ers are either infixe s , replac ives or suffixe s . They may even be an 

obligat ory part of the stem . All  other affixes are suffixes . There 

can be no co-oc currences within decades or among suffixe s 91-10 2 . The 

range of pos sib le affixe s per stem is 0 to 6 .  

1 2 . 4  S tem Refe ren t s  

S t e m  referents , C las s 10 , are s o  called from their posit i on in 

the verb . They are either s uffixed dire c t ly to the ve rb stem or they 

form a part of the stem.  Stem refe rents usually c onsist of a p erson 

numb er morpheme p lus a function marker . Stem referents may be either 

dire ct ( re f )  or benefact ive ( be n ) . 

Dire ct re ferent morphemes have many al lomorphs . Verb s tems are 

classified into five sub c lasses according t o  whether or not they t ake 

the direct referent , and ac cording to what allomorphs of the dire ct 

re ferent they t ake . 
Chart 5 displays tw o representative sets of allomorphs . Numb ers 

refer t o  persons . 0 st ands for zero allomorph . 

is v .  

1 

2 

3 

C l a s s  1 C l a s s  

Singular Plural Singular 

- e v  - a v u  or 1 - e m i j  
- o v u  

- a v  
- e v  2 , 3 - a m i j  

� 

CHART 5 :  DI RECT REFERENT 

4 

Plural 

- a mu i j  

- em i j  

Class 1 take the direct re ferent as s uffi x . The funct i on marker 

The Class 2 function marker is g .  On some verb s  the dire ct re f­

erent Class 2 is a s uffix whi le on others it is a replac ive . The 

paradigm is the s ame as for C lass 1 .  In the se examp les the referent 
agrees in person and number with the obj e ct . 
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? a n - � - e  

h i t- 3 . sg . re f- l . s g . pr 
I h i t  him.  

ma s u v - 0 - e  

marry - 3 . s g . ref-l . sg . pr 

I marry him.  

? a n - e g - e  

h i t- l . sg . re f- 3 . sg . pr 

He h i ts me . 

m a s - eg - e  

marry - l . s g . re f- 3 . s g . pr 

He marri es me . 

In Class 3 verb s  the final consonant of the stem se rves as the 
function marker .  The immediat e ly preceding vowel is replaced i n  non-

3 s ingular forms . 

j a ? l h - e 

b i te . 3 . s g . 0 . re f- 3 . s g . pr 

It b i te s  him .  

j a ? a h u - e  

b i te . l . pl . re f- 3 . s g . pr 

It i s  b i ting U 8 . 

Class 4 verbs may b e  further s ub divided into two s ub c las s es . 

Some verb s  t ake the funct ion marker - m l j e  (wi th weak I i i )  free ly 

alternating with - m .  Other verb s  t ake - h i j  alternating with - h  as 

p art o f  the verb stem . Chart 5 di splays a s ample p aradigm . 
Of the C lass 5 verbs , some oc cur with the C lass 1 re ferent suf­

fixes in first person only t o  signify a state of inability . 

N a  bogo  h e j - e v - e . 

I not hear- l . sg . re f- 3 . sg . pr 

I can ' t  hear you .  

Other verb s ,  such as j u h uo n i ve fear , have not been observed with a 

dire c t  re ferent . 

There i s  a wide range o f  re lationships p os s ible between the 

parti c ipant s ignalled by a direc t  referent , and the act i on or s t ate 

represented b y  the verb . ( In the e xamp le s , ab means ab lat ive , al 

means al lat ive 13 . 1 ,  pa means past , aux means auxiliary verb 12 . 8 ) 

Dire ct obj e ct : 

N a  n a h - e v - a d e - j e .  

me s e arch - l . sg . re f- 3 . sg . p a- aux 

He s e arched for me . 

Indire ct obj ect : 

N a s i o r i re i m- e v - a d e - j e .  

me to se Z Z- l . s g . re f- 3 . sg . p a-aux 

He B o Z d  i t  to me . 

Owner of p articipant in sub j ect or obj ect re lat i on : 
N a s i o v - e r o  r i d - em i j - e .  

my hand- ab emi ts . fragrance- l . sg . re f- 3 . sg . pr 
My hand i s  fragran t .  
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N a s i m u o h o  ? a j - e m i j - e .  

my w ork he Lp- l . s g . ref-3 . sg . pr 

He is he lping me in my w ork . 

Sub j e ct of a fact ive c lause : 

N a  h o m - e v - a de - j e .  

I hungry - l . s g . re f-pa-aux 

I was hungry . 

Sub j e c t  of a perfe c t  aspe ct ( pf )  act ive clause : 

N a - r o  r 6 v - e ?e j - e v - e . 

I-ab come-pf b e- l . sg . re f-pr 

I have come . 

Te lic re l at i onship : 

N a - n i ? u v - e v - a d e - j e .  

me -al ca l l- l . s g . re f- 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He ca L led for me ( to come ) . 

The final example should b e  contras ted with the following : 

N a - n i ? u v - e h - a d e - j e .  

me - al ca l l- l . s g . ben- 3 . s g . pa-aux 

He ca l led on my beha lf. (I di dn ' t  wan t to ca l l . ) 

This sentence i s  an e xamp le o f  the b e ne factive ( b e n ) . The 

funct ion marker of the bene factive is h .  Except that h does not 

alternate with - h i j ,  its paradigm is analogous t o  that of C lass 4 

dire ct referents . The bene fact ive may be refe rred to e lsewhere in 

the ' c lause by an allative form as in the above examp le or by a 

possessive . 

N a s i m u o h o  b e j - e h - a d e j e .  

my work fa l l - l . s g . b en- 3 . s g . p a  

My b u s i n e s s  fai led o n  me . 

Some verb s  apparent ly h ave no benefac t i ve forms . 

1 2 . 5  Act i v e S u b j e c t  M a r k e rs 

Act ive sub j e c t  markers refer t o  the same parti cipant as the 

active sub j ect of the c lause , e xpressed or understood . In factive 

c lauses and cert ain verb phrases ( 12 . 8 ) the form is a lways 3 
singular . 

Unlike stem referents , active s ub j e c t  markers remain the s ame 

in all five verb c lasses . However , di fferent sets of suffixes are 
selected ac cording to the mood , tense or aspect t o  be signalle d .  

Somet imes the choice of s uffixes depends on whether a verb i s  final 

5 4 3  
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or non-final .  Final verb s are those which funct ion as predicate in 

independent c lauses . Non-final verb s occur in dependent c laus e s  of 

various kinds . Where the re is a choice o f  two forms in the paradigms 

in Chart 6 ,  the bracke ted forms ge nerally o ccur word final . The un­

b racketed forms always occur if suffixes or auxili ary verb s follow . 

In the remainder of t his paper these paradigms will  be referred t o  by 

le t ter : 

Parad igm A Short Forms Paradigm B Long Forms 

Singular Plural Singular Plural 

2 - a n e  - a r i j e  2 - a n e  - a r i j e  

1 - &  ( - &mu 1 - & d e  
immediate - a r e 
des iderat ive ) - a r e 3 - a d e  

3 - 0  ( - 0 ) 

Paradigm C Proj ected Aspect Paradi gm D Present Tense 

2 

1 

3 

Singular Plural Singular 

- a n e  - a r i j e  2 - a n u e 
( - e )  

- Ode  

- o h e  
I 

1 , 3  - a j  e 
( - e )  

Parad igm E Future Tense Paradigm F I mp 2 

Singular 

2 - ?a ? a n u e  

1 - ? e j 6  

3 - ? a ? a j e  
( - ? i.i ? e )  

Plural Singular 

- ? a ? a r u j e  Immediat e - e  

- ? e j a re ( - e n o ) 

( - ? ej o ) 
Future - n e 

- ? a ? a r u e  
( - ? i.i ?o ) 

CHART 6 :  ACTI VE SUBJECT PARADI GMS 

1 2 . 6  T h e  Se l e c t i on o f  P e r s on a n d  N um b e r  

P lural 

- a r u j e 
( - 0 )  

- a r u e  
( - 0 )  

Person 

Plural 

- he 

- r e 

Morphemes c lasses 10 and 70 signal p erson and numb er of c ertain 
part i c ipants in the s tate or act ion denoted by the verb . However , 
s ometime s  3 person p lural numb er is c ons i dered as a s ingle group and 
re ferred t o  in the verb by the singular pers on-numb er markers . In 
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fact inanimate parti cipants are usual ly referred t o  b y  the singular 

unles s there i s  spe cial attention drawn t o  a number of parti cular 

individual items as in the 3econd of these two sentences :  

I J e  a h O ? O b e h e  h uo?oj e ? e - j - S - e . I j e  n i 6? ! g e m u  j - e v - e .  
tree many fe L Led- b e - 3 . s g-pr tre e two one b e - 3 . pl-pr 

Mos t  of the trees h ave b e e n  fe L Le d .  There are 
noW jus t t hre e trees . 

In the first o f  t hese sentences there i s  no special emphasis on 

individual trees and so the verb re ferent marker is s ingular . ( How­

eve r ,  the s t em of the verb i t s e lf re fers to p lurality . )  

The quant itat ive s uffixes ( 30 )  occurring opt ionally on many 

verb s s omet imes denote p lurality . - r u o m  ( 31 ) , probab ly re lated t o  the 

verb root r u om fLow in a torre n t , may refer only to animate part ici­
p ant s ; - ? am ( 32 )  may refer either t o  animate or inanimate part i c ipant s . 

There are further distinctions . On intrans itive verb s - r uom refers t o  

p art icipants who are engaged i n  the action a t  t h e  s ame t ime . - ? a m  re­

fers to p articipants engaged in the action at di fferent times . 

R u e - r uo m - a d e - j e .  

oome - o o L Le o t i v e - 3 . s g . pa-aux 

They oame in a grou p .  

R u e - ? am - a d e - j e .  

oome - exten t i v e - 3 . s g . pa-aux 

They oame ( arriving at differen t times ) .  

- r uom  re fers t o  the s ubj ect of t rans itive verb s whi le - ? am re­

fers to the obj e c t . 

G a - r uom- a r e - j e .  

s e e- c ollect ive- 3 . p l . p a-aux 

Many peop Le s aw i t . 

Ha g o n a h - oh o  g a - ? a m- a d e - j e  

woman-p s e e - extent ive- 3 . s g . p a- aux 

He s aw many women .  (He Lived promi s ouous Ly . )  

- ? a m  some time s  de notes e xtent ; ch means charac terize r .  

O r i  a r i - ? e  g a - ? am - a d e - j e . 

p a t h  L and- ch s e e - e xtentive- 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He had an extensive view of t h e  L ands oape . 

1 2 . 7  M o d e - T e n s e - As p e c t  

Active s ub j e c t  suffixe s  help di s t ingui sh mode , tense and aspect 

of both act ive and factive c laus es . In the pas t , present and future 
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indi cat i ve , imp erat ive and immediat e  des iderat i ve , these pers on-numb er 

s uffixes alone make di s t inctions . To s ignal other mode s , they �ust be 

used with s uffix sets 4 0 , 50 and/or 60 . 

Past indi cat ive is s ignalled by paradi gm B .  However , in s ome 

older peop le ' s  narrat ive t exts - 0 ,  3 pers on from p aradigm A ,  i s  fre­

quently used for past tens e  on final verb s . 

To the past tense in final form is added either an auxiliary 

( 12 . 8 ) or a performat ive intens ifier - e h u  ( 81 ) . The performat ive in­

tensi fiers s ignal emotion on the part of t.he narrat or and is equi valent 

t o  the English l e t  me t e l l  y o u .  

N a  i a e a - e ro n a h - a r - e h u . 

t h e n  certain ly man - ab se arch- 3 . p l . pa-intens ifier 

We l l  t hen,  le t me t e l l  you,  they s e arched for h im .  

Present and future indicative must be s ignalled by suffixes i n  

p aradigm D and E respective ly . Where there are two forms , the un­

bracketed s uffixes may b e  us ed i f  special att ent ion is drawn t o  the 

verb . Otherwi se , the bracketed forms are s ub s t ituted in word or verb 

phrase final position . 

A e  r 6 v - a j e .  

person come- 3 . s g . pr 

Someone ' s  coming!  

l a e h u  r ev - e . 

certain ly he come- 3 . sg . pr ( abbrevi at ed form) 

Yes ,  he ' s  comi n g .  

The firs t e xamp le i s  a shouted proc lamat ion to the village of new 

informat i on . The s e c ond e xamp le attaches no special emphasis to the 

verb . Accordingly , the abb reviated form is used . 
I n  questions , i f  the present act ive s ub j e c t  marker is verb 

phrase final all three pers ons are s i gnalled by - e  in .the s ingular 

and -0 in the p lural . I f  future , the s e c ond pers on future imperat ive 

forms are sub s ti tuted for the indic at ive . 

J a  v a ? - a n u e . 

y o u ( s g )  go-2 . s g . pr ( long form ) 

You are going . 

N a  j a  v a ? - e . 
Ques t ion y ou ( s g )  go- 2 . sg . pr ( abbreviated)  

A r e  y o u  goin g ?  
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J a  v a - ? a ? a n u e .  

y ou go- 2 . s g . fu . indi cat ive 

You ' H g o .  

N a  j a  v a ? o - n e . 

Que s tion you go- 2 . sg . fu . imp 

Wi n you g o ?  

5 4 7  

When t h e  comb ination I ? a ? a l  immediate ly follows the phoneme 1 0 / , 

one I ? a /  is reduced . 

b a mo- ? a ? a n u e  > b amo - ? a n u e  

p u t- 2 . s g . fu you wi Z Z  p u t  

The future may be trans lated wi Z Z , can, mus t ;  o r  i t  may s ignal 

customary act ion without re gard to time . 

J a  g a - ? a ? a n ue j i ob o  e momo r o ? o j - a j - o h o . 

you s e e- 2 . sg . fu e e Zs there s Ze ep ( p l . root ) - 3 . sg . pr- p 

One can s ee ee Z s  s Zeeping t h e re .  

N 8  a v o h o  r a romo- ? ej o .  

we prop e r Zy s i t- l . pl . fu 

We must b e h ave prope r Z y .  

D o h o  s u r - e ro v a e - ? e ? e . 

top Z arge . Zeaf- ab make- 3 . sg . fu 

They w o u Zd cons truc t t he roof ( of the ini tia tion 
quarters)  of Z arge Zeaves . [Note : The firs t 
sentence in this dis course es t ab lished the t ime 
as pas t . The res t  of the des cript ion of this 
dis continued cus t om is  in the future tens e . ]  

Unl ike past or p resent act ive s ubj ect forms which may be final 

or non-final , future forms are alway s final . 

Imperatives ( imp ) may be immediate or future ( paradigm F ) . The 

ne gat ive is n a d i don ' t .  Non sp set means non specific setting 1 3 . 1 .  

V a ? o- n e .  N a  h i ? - ej 8 .  

go- 3 . s g . fu . imp I s i t- l . sg . fu 
You can g o .  I sha H s tay (L e .  Goodby e ) . 

S a ? a - r 8  h i j - e !  

ground- non . sp . set s i t- 2 . sg . immediate . imp 

Take a s e a t !  

When phras e final , alternate forms o f  the immediate imperat ive 

singular may be us ed for greater urgency . Some verb s tems may b e  

shortened b y  removing the final c ons onant of t h e  stem.  

t u t u  ( from t u t u v e  he runs ) 

Run !  
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Alternatively the s uffix { - e n o l  may be s ub s t ituted for - e  word 

final . - e n o  only oc curs on strong stem verb s . 

B a m - e no ! 

put- 2 . s g . imme diate . imp 

Put i t  down ! 

Either - en o  or - n o  occurs on weak stems . 

h i - n o  or h i J - e n o  

s i t - 2 . sg . immediat e . imp 

Si t !  

I n  persons other than se cond , the desire o f  the speaker i s  e x­

pressed by some form of desiderative ( des ) . An immediat e  des i derat ive, 

c orresponding t o  the immediate imperat ive , is e xpressed by the short 

s uffixe s of p aradigm A .  Whe n word final , a longer form of the suffi x , 

- 6 m u , s i gnals 1 s ingular . In fact , the longer form must b e  used i f  

the sentence in which the verb oc curs c onsists of a s ingle c lause . 

N a  j u v a e  I j -6mu . 

I aoaonut e a t- l . sg . immediate . de s  

I want to  eat  aoaonu t .  
( The speaker uttered this as h e  put the coconut 

to his mouth . )  

J u v a e  I J - o .  

aoaonut e a t- l . pl . immediate . de s  

Le t 's e a t  aoaonut now ! 

The ab ove e xamp les assume that the coconut is immediate ly avai l­

ab le so that the immediate de siderative is se le ct ed . 
I t  is more usual for the desiderat ive t o  occur in the final 

c l ause of a sent ence containing also a me dial imperat ive c lause . Thi s  

i s  alway s the c ase when the immediate desiderative is 3 pers on . In 

the examp l e ,  prim . re l  means primary medial re lator ( 12 . 10 ) . 

I e  b o j a m- e - g o  h u  I j - o .  

food give- 2 . sg . imp-prim . re l  h e  eat- 3 . sg . immediate . des 

GiVe him s ome food s o  h e  aan eat  right away . 

The potent ial ( po )  desiderative c ons i s ts of the potent ial form 
- ? i ro ( 6 3 )  p lus the short person numb er endings : 

I j o h o  t a r i vo - ? i r - o  

trees trim-po- 3 . s g  
I w i s h  he ' d  trim the tre e s .  

The negat ive with the third person i s  n a d i the negative 
imperat ive . 
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N a d i t a r l vo - ? i r - o .  

neg . imp trim-po- 3 . sg 

He mus t  n o t  trim them . 

5 4 9  

Since the 2 person future imperative genera l ly funct ions a s  2 

person desiderat ive , the s e c ond person potent ial desiderative seems t o  

oc cur only with the strong ne gat ive imperat ive b o g a ve . 

B d g a v e  t a r i vo - ? i r - a n e . 

strong. negat ive . imp trim- po-2 . sg 

You mus t not trim them.  

Like the immediat e desiderat i ve ,  the potential desiderat ive 

usually oc curs as the final ve rb in a sentence of more than a single 

c lause . Unlike the immediate desi derat ive the potential de siderat ive 

does not imp ly i�mediate fulfi lment i s  e xpe cted . In the examp le gen .  

pri m .  me ans genera l  tense , primary medial and prim . re l  means primary 

medial re lator ( 12 . 10 ) . 

I e  b o j a m- e - g o h u  i - ? i r - o .  

food give - gen . prim-prim . re l  he e a t -po-3 . s g 

Give him food s o  t h a t  he can e a t . 

The proj ected aspect ( proj ) is c omposed o f  the potential - ? i ro 

p lus the pro j e cted aspe c t  person numb er markers ( paradigm C ) . In its  

final form , it  i s  used as a future desiderat i ve . The wish is not ex­
pect ed to be fulfilled unti l  after an interval of t ime . The final 

form normal ly occurs with an auxi liary ( 12 . 8 ) . In the examp le , quo 
means quotat ive ( 1 2 . 11 ) .  

U v - a de - j e  e n e  j i - e - g o  r �  b i j i o h o - ? i r - � d e  h O j o .  

think- 3 . sg.pa-aux rain is-gen.prim-prim.rel come spear-po-l. sg aux(quo) 

He t hough t ,  "Wh e n  i t  rai n s ,  I p lan to come and spear ( the p i g ) . "  

When non- final , the proj e cted aspect not only serves as future 

des iderative , it also serve s as a non-final future and future impera­
tive . The - o h o  on the first word in the following e xample indicates 

the verb is non- final ( 12 . 9 ;  1 2 . 10 ) .  

V a - ? i r - o h - o h o  r u e  u j a v u ? - o h o  b a e r omo r ue - ? e ? e .  

go-po- 3 . p l . proj -p t hos e i n i t i a t e s - p  t aking come- 3 . sg . fu 

They wou ld go,  bring t hose b oys who were b eing ini tiated 
and come . 

The p as t  intent ive is expressed by - ? i h oj  the intentive modal 

form ( 6 4 )  p lus s uffix set paradigm B .  The modal form is rea l ly a suf­
fix string c omposed of a short allomorph of the potential - ? i  p lus the 

stem of a defe ct ive quotat ive verb hoj b e .  
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The intent ive always indicat es there was a thought or intent i on 

in the past which is unfulfi lled . 

N a  g a - ? i h oj - 8 d e - j e .  Roh u h u r o  b &g 8  r & v a d e j e . 

I s e e - intentive- l . sg . pa-aux b u t  he n o t  did. come 

I expe cted to s e e  him . Howev e r. he didn ' t  come . 

The c ontrafactual is e xpressed by the modal - ? i b e j  p lus active 

s ub j e c t  s uffixe s , paradigm A if final , paradigm B i f  non-final . Final 

contrafactual verbs occur as predicate in contrafact ual sent ences any 

numb er of which may be strung a long paratacti cally . 

? o - h o  b & g 6  b a ? amo - ? i b e j - o .  E m i - o h o  b 8 g 6  i - ? i b e j - o .  

dog-p not drop-contrafactual-l.pl that game-p not eat-contrafactual-l . pl 

If we had n o t  taken the dog hunting. we wou ld no t have 
had that mea t  to e a t .  

The contrafact ual i n  the second and third pers ons can als o denote 

a criticism .  I f  negat ive , the negative imperative n a d i or the  emphat­

ic negative imperative b o g a ve is used . 

N a d i ? a n o- ? i be j - a n e . 

negati ve . imp h i t - c ontrafactual- 2 . sg 

You s hou ldn ' t  have h i t  him.  

The evidential is expre ssed by the evident ial modal suffix - n l J  

( 6 1 )  plus the suffixe s paradigm A .  It either s ignals that the event 

e xpres sed by the verb is seen by the speaker,  or it indicates a query 

as to whether the event is seen by the hearer . 

M a g o n a h - e ro r u e - h i j - o .  

woman- ab come - cognitive- 3 . sg 

I se e/saw a woman coming . 

The sens ory marker ( 51 )  is - a v ,  or - a v a v  for emphas i s . The suf­

fix lay s  emphas i s  on t he hearing or feeling o f  the s ubj ect . It may c o­

occur with the evident ial ( 6 1  + 7 1 ) ,  or with the present tense active 

s uffixes ( 7 4 )  or with media1s ( 9 4  - 96 ) .  In other words the event 

mus t b e  present time as far as the s ub j e ct is c oncerned . 

U g e  r 6 v - a v - e . 

b ird come - sens orY- 3 . sg . pr 

A p lane is coming; I hear i t .  

The habituative aspect - n o v  ( 41 ) , may co-occur with any other 
suffi x : 

V a ? o - n o v & - ? e j 6 .  

go-hab i tuat ive-l . s g . fu 

I sha l l  make a habi t of going.  
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? a me b a r e - n o v - a d e - j e .  

v i l lage finish-hab ituat ive - 3 . s g . p a-aux 

One vi l lage after another was des troyed .  

The at tenuative - a n o v  ( 21 )  as i t  were  weakens the  me aning of the 

verb . It may co-oc cur with any other suffi x . 

? i n o m o - ? i n om - o h o  b a h i j - a n o v - a d e - j e .  

things- things-p p u t . many- as . it . were- 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He l aid the offe ring down (on ly to take i t  away later) . 

D a h o r - e ro n a m i j - a n o v - a de - j e .  

moun tain-ab s tand-as . i t . were- 3 . s g . pa-aux 
A moun tain of peop le was s tanding t here , as  it were . 

( i . e .  there was a vas t army occupying the area . )  

Of suffixe s  20-50 , any three may c o-oc cur . The following 

example i llustrates how the s uffixe s may be combined in a final verb 

t o  expre ss the exact shade o f  me aning required : 

V i ? e h - e g - a n o v - ? a m - a v - e . 

aahe- l . s g . ref-as . i t . were-extent-se ns ory- 3 . sg . pr 
( 11 )  ( 21 )  ( 32 )  ( 51 )  ( 7 4 )  

I ( 1 1 )  defini te ly fe e l  ( 51 ) a  l i t t le ( 21 )  pain ( s tem)  a l l  
over ( 32 )  now ( 7 4 ) .  

1 2 . 8  Ve rb P h ra s e s  

Cert ain mode s , aspec t s  and tenses mus t b e  expre ssed b y  verb 

phrases c onsistin g  of a main verb , or main verb phrase , p lus an 
auxiliary . 

One c ommon auxiliary verb i s  j i e � j e  ( ac c ording t o  the . speaker ) ,  

i s .  I f  the form i s  3 s ingular and monosyllabic , i t  i s  s�ffixed t o  the 

main verb . Ot herwis e  it i s  written separately . 

1 2 . 8 1 Pah z ,  N o�maziv e and P�oj eczed V e�b Ph�ah eh 

The main verb may be p ast , p resent or proj ected . The auxiliary 

verb , j e ,  general ly remains 3 pers on present tense for all pers ons and 

numb ers . 

M a m l ? e v a ? - a d e - j e .  

a lready go- 3 . s g . pa-aux 

He a lready went . 

J a  d l n o ? e  v a ? - a ne j - a v - e 7  

you where go- 2 . s g . pa aux- 2 . s g . re f- 3 . sg . pr 

Wh ere on e arth  did you g o ?  
[ I n  t h i s  unusual example the auxi l iary agrees w i t h  the se cond 

person s ub j e ct and indicates impatience ; it i s  addressed to 
a chi ld . ] 
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Only when the main verb is p resent tense , is there a c ontrast 

b etween the presence and ab sence of the aux i liary . When the auxi liary 

is omit ted , the t ens e is p resent . When it is writ ten , the normat ive 

aspect is signalled .  Excep tions to this rule wi l l  be des c ribed later 

( 12 . 9 ;  1 2 . 10 ) .  

Av i ae h i j - a j e !  

h ere s tay- 3 . s g . pr 

Here he i s !  

A v i a e  h i j - a j e - j e .  Roh u j a r u vo h o  b 6 g 6 - j i e .  

here s tay- 3 . s g . pr-aux b u t  t oday n o t - i s  

H e  norma Z Zy Zives  here , b u t  today he isn ' t  around. 

The auxi liary , j e ,  agree s  in pers on and numb er with the active 

s ubj ect . The dire ct re ferent of the auxiliary agrees with a first or 

s econd person act ive s ub j ect as in e xample ( a ) be low . The active sub ­

j ec t  marker agree s  w i t h  a third person act ive s ub j ec t ,  examp le ( b ) .  

The main verb is a perfe ct me dial form made up from the verb 

s t em with the p os s ib le addition of any three s uffixe s 10 - 40 p lus the 

perfe ct s uffix - e? e .  The perfe ct verb phrase ( p f )  signals that the 

action took p lace b e fore the t ime of the auxiliary but that the effe cts 

o f  the action are fe lt at the t ime indi cated by the auxiliary . 

( a ) N a - r o  r 6 v - e ?e  j - e v - e . 

I- ab aome - p f  b e - l . s g . re f- 3 . s g . pr 
I have aome . 

( b ) J a b ume - r o r 6 v - e ? e  j i - o . 

they - ab aome -pf b e- 3 . s g . pr 

The y have aome . 

One use of the perfe c t  is t o  shi ft informat ion focus away from 

the act i on it s e l f .  In the first example , the ve rb is past tense , s o  

that the focus is p art ially on the act ion . I n  the second example , the 

ve rb is in the present perfect , and the focus shifts away from the 
action . 

M a h - o h o  a - e ro ? a n - a d e - j e .  

pig-p man- ab ki Z Z- 3 . s g . pa- aux 
Someone ki Z Ze d  the pig (i t didn ' t  di e a na tura Z dea t h ) . 

M a h - o h o  m a g on a h - e ro ? a n - e ? e - j - e .  

pig-p woman - ab ki Z Z-pf-be-3 . s g . pr 

I t  is a � who has ki Z Zed the p i g .  
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Instead of j e - ,  a verb for s tay , h i J e ( one p erson ) , ? a r i j e ( a  

few people ) ,  r a r ome ( many peop l e ) may occur . The phrase emphasizes 

the s t ate of the pers on at the t ime of the auxi liary verb . 

N a  e h l u e h o r o v - e ? e  h i j - e .  

I tike . t h a t  think-pf s tay- 3 . s g . pr 

It ' s  on my mind aons t an t ty .  

1 2 . 8 3 Aptative  A uxilia4Y V e4 b  Ph4a� e� 

These c onsist of an aptative parti cipial phras e p lus the auxil­

i ary verb , j e .  The aptat ive part i c ipial phrase cons is t s  of the main 

verb stem , p lus he s i  ( 3 s ingular ge ni tive pronoun ) or v a r i j e n e  

( simulfact ive ) .  

V a ? o  h e s i - j - e .  

go gen-be- 3 . sg . pr 
V a ? o  v a r i j e n e - j - e  

go s imu tfaa tive-be- 3 . s g . pr 

He i s  t i ke ty to g o .  

I f  the main verb is t rans itive , the s ame rules  of agreement apply 

as for the auxiliary J e  of the perfect verb phrase ( 12 . 82 ) .  If the 
main verb i s  intrans i tive , the direct re ferent of all pers ons re fers 

to the s ubj e c t , which is neutral , not ab lat i ve . In example ( a ) b e lOW , 

the s ub j ect is marked with the ab lative because the main verb is 

trans i tive . In ( b ) ,  the s ub j ec t  i s  neutral becaus e the main verb i s  

intransi tive . 

( a )  J a b ume - r o  m a h o h o  ? a n o  h e s i j i - o .  

they - ab pig ki t t  gen b e - 3 . p l . pr 

They are tike ty to  k i t t  the p i g .  

( b ) J a b ume ? ame r o  v a ? o  h e s i j - e v - e . 

they ( neutral ) to . their . v i t tage go gen b e- 3 . pl . re f- 3 . sg . pr 

They are going to go to their vi t tage . 

1 2 . 84 E x planato4Y Ve4b Ph4a� e 

Thi s  verb phrase serves as the predi c ate in an imperative explan­

atory c l ause . An imperati ve explanatory c lause is not imperative i t­

s e l f ,  but it is so c alled becaus e it must depend on an imperat ive 

c lause . The verb J e  b e  functions as auxi liary of e xp lanatory verb 
phrase s .  

The main verb of the explanat ory phrase may b e  perfect . Or , it  

may b e  present in form . I n  that c ase , the active s ub j e c t  s uffixes 

refe r  to the act ive s ub j ec t  of t he c laus e . Since i t  is fol l owed by an 

aux i li ary , the tens e- aspect is normative , not present . Or , the main 
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verb may bear an immanent future suffix - ? i e? e ,  composed of - ? i  poten­

tial , p lus e ? e  do ( see 12 . 86 below ) . The s uffix doe s not indi cate 

pers on and number . 

The auxiliary verb i s  always p resent tense . As in the perfect 

phras e ,  the dire ct referent shows cross reference t o  a 1 or 2 person 

s ub j ect . The active s ub j e ct marker shows cross reference t o  an act ive 

third person subj ect . The free s ub j ect is never marke d by an ab lat ive 

but by - o h o  prominence marker , because it always s ignals theme ( 14 . 2 ) . 

In a l l  pers ons the ful l  form of the active s ub j e ct markers mus t  appear 

on the auxi liary . 

V a ? - e ?e j i - a j e j a - ? 6  v a ? o - n e .  

go-pf aux- 3 . s g . pr you- a Zso go- 2 . s g .fu . imp 

He has gone �  and so you a Z s o  g o .  

V a ? - a n u e  j - a v - a j e v a ? o - n e ! 

go - 2 . s g . pr aux- 2 . sg . re f- 3 . s g . pr go- 2 . sg . fu.imp 

You norma Z Zy go; therefore go!  

A s i s o ? - o h o  e v a - ? i e ? e  j i - a r ue bOj - em i - n e .  

chiZdren-p there go-immanent. fu aux-3.pl.pr give-3 .pl .ref-2 . sg. fu .imp 
The chi Zdren are ab out t o  go t here , and s o, gi ve i t  to them.  

1 2 . 8 5 Vu�ative  V e�b Ph�ah e 

The main verb of a durati ve verb phras e is marked by the exc lu­

s i ve s uffix - e m u  on Zy ( 10 2 ) .  The final cons onant of weak verb s is 

reduced : 

h i j  + emu > h i em u  

s i t  + excl on Zy s i t  

on Zy s i t  

The aux i liary verb i s  another form o f  the s ame verb . 

V a ? - em u  v a ? - a d e - j e .  

go-on Zy go- 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He went on w ithout  s t opping . 

1 2 . 8 6 I t e�ativ e and Anticipato�y V e� b  Ph�ah e 

The main verb of t he iterat ive and ant i c ipat ory verb phrases i s  
t h e  potential medial ( 6 3 ) . Thi s  form h a s  thre e a llomorphs - 1 i � - ? i ro 

� - 1 i r o g o r o .  The auxi liary of the iterat ive is a verb meaning s tay : 

h i j e  for a s ingular subj ect and ? a r i j e for a p lural s ub j e ct . 
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A h a r i h e r o n i vo - ? i h i j - a d ej e .  

b oy sma t t  cry - po s tay - 3 . s g . pa 

The s ma t t  b oy cried repea tedty . 

The auxiliary for the ant icip at ory verb phrase is e ? e  do . 

N a  v a - ? i r o g o r o  e ? - e .  

I go-po do - 3 . s g . pr 

I ' m ab out t o  g o .  

555  

When the shortest  form of the  potential , - ? i , is s e le c t ed , the 

auxiliary verb is phonologically b ound to the main verb . The Gmie 

verb phrase in the immediately previ ous examp le c ould t ake the form 

of a single verb , 

V a - ? i - e ? - e . 

go - p o- do- 3 . s g . pr 

I 'm ab out  to g o .  

1 2 . 8 7 C ompo und Ve� b  Ph�d� e� 

These c onsist  of two verb s : the first a verb stem inc luding the 

s tem refe rent s ( 10 )  i f  app l i c ab le ;  the second verb t akes any appropri­

ate affixes : 

B a e j - e v o  v a - ? e ? e .  

take- l . s g . re f  go- 3 . s g . fu 

He wi t t  take me away . 

In this c ategory may b e  inc luded the c onat ive , thoroughtat ive , 

distributive and dub itat ive verb phrases . The second verb in 
those compounds are g a v e  s ee ,  try ; ? a vo h e  do property;  r 6 v e  come and/ 

or v a ? e  go and v a d e ? e  what ' s  he doing . 

C o nd�ve 

? u - e  g - e - n e . 

speak - l . sg . ref try - l . sg . re f- 2 . s g . fu . imp 

A s k  me . 

Tho�o ug hzd�v e 

H om - e vo ? a voh - e .  

hungry - l . s g . re f  prepare - l . s g . pr 

I am very hungry . 

V�� z��buz�v e 

? a m e  a h 6?8b e h e  j i o  r 8  v a ? - e . 

v i t tages many be come go- 3 . s g . pr 

The re are many v i t tages s c a t tered abou t .  
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The dubitat ive verb phrase requires spec ial note . It cons ists  

of any s tem p lus v a d e ? e  what i 8  he doing . the performat ive int erroga­

tive . In the affirmative c lause . only the potent ia l  which . in this 

case . re fers t o  the present or future t ime . and the future forms are 

use d : 

H u  P o r t  Mo r e s b y  h i  v a d e - ? i r - o .  

h e  Pop t Mope8by 8 tay performat ive . interrogative-po- 3 . s g 

He cou Zd b e  in Popt More8by . 

H u  P o r t  Mo r e s b y  v a ? o  v a d e - ? e ? e .  

h e  Popt Mope8by go performative . interrogative - 3 . sg . fu 

Perhap8 he ' Z Z  go to Popt Mope8by . 

The negative occurs with the dub itat ive phrase in the potential 

t o  signal doubt : 

H u  P o r t  M o r e s b y  b O g O  h i  v a d e - ? i r - o .  

h e  Popt Mope8by n o t  8 tay performat ive . interrogative-po-3 . sg 

Pephap 8  he i 8 n ' t  in Por t More8by . 

The negat i ve is used with pas t .  perfect . pre sent or future t o  

signal emphati c  denial . 

H u  P o r t  Mo r e s b y  bOgO v a ? o  v a d e - ? e ? e . 

h e  Port Mope8by n o t  go performative . interrogat ive- 3 . s g . fu 

He ' Z Z n o t  go to Port More 8by;  th epe ' 8  no doub t ab out i t .  

1 2 . 9  S u b o rd i n a te V e r b s  

Non-final verb s may b e  medial o r  sub ordinate .  Subordinate verb s  

are those which function a s  p redicate i n  a s ub ordinate c laus e ( 14 . 1 ) .  

Sub ordinate verbs may be p ast indi cative . intentive . proj ecte d .  pre s ­

ent . normative . contrafactual .  perfe c t . The sub ordinate verb res emb les 

the corresponding final forms e xcept : ( 1 )  any form of the auxiliary j e  

b e  is delete d ;  as a result the pre sent and normat i ve s ub ordinate verb s  

wi l l  have the s ame shape . ( 2 )  Paradigm B pers on numb er suffixe s  are 

s ub s t ituted for p aradi gm A in c ontrafact ual .  ( 3 ) Cert ain enc li t i c s  

are suffixed t o  t h e  verb or . i f  the c lause is embedded i n  a phras e . 
the enclitic occurs instead on the last word in the phras e . 

j oy - Od e  j o - h o  

8peak- l . s g . pa t a Zk-p 

the  8 t ory which I h ave t o Zd 

Since the s ub ordinate c lause is embedded in the noun phras e .  the 

enc lit i c  - o h o  prominence is added to j oe .  the final word in the phras e .  
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Wi len adding any enclitic  t o  a verb , morphophonemi c rules are 

analo�ous to those of weak I i i  s t em nouns ( Se c t i on 2 ) . The final l e i  

o f  the verb is  the terminat or : 

v a ? - a d e  

go- 3 . sg . pa 

h e  w e n t  

v a ? - a d i - r e 

go- 3 . s g . pa-s p . set 

where h e  went 

v a ? a d - o h u r o  

go- 3 . sg . pa-p . ab 

the one who we n t  . . .  

Sub ordinate verbs may be inde finite or de finite . Indefinite 
subord inate verb s  are formed from the perfe c t . The pers on and numb er 

of an act ive s ub j e c t  are unmarked in the verb . To the perfe ct aspect 

one of the following enc litics  or enc litic  s trings is added : - r - o h u r o  

s e t - p . ab j  - r - oh o  s e t - p j - o h u r o  p . ab j  - oh o  p .  

v a ? - e ? i - r - oh o  

go- p f-set - p 

if e ver ( h e )  goes or whene ver (he ) goes 

If tile principal c l ause , that is the c lause on which the sub ­

ordinate c laus e depends , is  a n  informat i on interrogat ive - ro h o  o r  - oh o  

mus t oc cur on the s ub ordinate verb . I f  the prlnc ipal verb i s  pre sent 

fact i ve , the set t ing marker may not occur on the sub ordinate verb . 

Otherwise the suffixes seem to be us ed interchangeab ly . The forms 

with - o h u r o ( p . ab )  ( or - r o h u r o )  ( s et . p . ab )  are much less c ommon and 
perhaps serve to emphas i ze the conditional re lationship . The prin cipal 

c lause must be normat ive , present fac t ive , future indicat i ve or fut ure 
imperat ive . 

h u  d i n o ? e  d i n o ? e  v a ? e ? i r o h o  n a - ? o e v a ? e j o 

v a ? e ? i r o h u r o 

v a ? e ?oh u ro 

v a ? e ? o h o  

he where where g o e s  I- too there sh a � � . go 

Whe rever he goe s ,  I s ha � �  g o .  

h u  v a ? - e ? - oh o  n a  b i j o n - e g - e  
{ .. v a ? - e ? - o h u ro 

he 
{

go-pf-P I no t . want - l . s g . ref- pr 
go- p f-p . ab 

I don ' t  want him to go . 
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r o v - e ? l - r - oh o  r a b e n i i o h o  b 6 g 6  b 6j - am i - n e  
{ -r o v - e ? - o h o  

{
aome-Pf-set-p why food n o t  give- 3 . s g . re f- 2 . s g . fu . imp 

aome - pf-p 

If he aomes why won ' t  you give him food? 

Some definite sub ordinat e clauses are emb edded within a phras e 

or a principal clause . Others are externally related t o  a principal 

c lause . 

An emb edde d c lause is affected by an informat ion interrogat ive 
or negati ve principal c lause in the s ame way a phras e performing the 

same funct ion would be affected ( 1 4 . 2 2 ) .  An external subordinate clause 

would not be affecte d  in the same way . 

r 6 v - a d - oh u n i - o h o  b 6 g 6  v a v a e n - e g o - ? e ?e 

aome- 3 . s g . pa-p . al-p n o t  fee l . s orry- l . sg . re f- 3 . s g . fu 

I sha l l  n o t  fe e l  s orry for the one who has aome . 

r 6 v - a d - oh u n l e - h u n i b 6 g 6  v a v ae n - e g o - ? e ? e  

aome- 3 . sg . pa-p . al that-p . al n o t  fe e l . s orry- l . sg . ref- 3 . sg . fu 

Beaause he has aome . I sha l l  n o t  be sad.  

- o h o has been s uffixed to r 6 v a d oh u n i in the first example be­

c aus e the principal c lause is negative ( 1 4 . 2 2) . There fore r6va d oh u n l 

in the first c lause i s  an embedded s ub ordinate clause . r 6 v a d oh u n i 

in the se cond clause has not been affected by the negat ive principal 

c l ause . Therefore it is an externally re lat ed subordinate c laus e .  

Emb edded c lauses fi ll the same function a s  nouns , temporals and 

manner words . 

The following enclit ics occ ur : - o h o  prominent marker , - oh u r o  

prominent ab lative , - o h u n i prominent allative ; setting and locative 
enclitics : - re specific s etting ,  - r6 non specifi c  setting , - r i a e 

emphat ic locat i ve , - ?e - r e  charac terizer-se tt ing (near) , - n o  area loca­

tive ; b ound allomorphs of manner and temporal deictics - e h i  jus t as 

and - e v a r e  the n .  Some of these enclitics may oc cur o n  any of the 
modes , tenses or aspects  liste d  at the b eginning of t his s e ct ion . I t  

should be noted that the perfect aspect has its  regular me aning . 

k u k u  h uo n o  b u e j - e ? - o h o  b a r 6 v - a d e - j e 

tobaaao bamboo burn- p f- p b ring- 3 . s g . pa-aux 
He broug h t  the pipe on whiah he had burned the des i gn . 

With cert ain enclitics there are tense-aspect-mode restrictions 
- e h i jus t a s .  - r e specific set t ing , - r l a e emphatic  loc ative , - ? e r e  

near d o  not oc cur on the perfe c t . - e h l jus t as may signal overlapping 

t ime only with the past tense of the s ub ordinate verb . - r6 non 
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spe c i fic set ting signals indefinite t ime when affixed t o  the perfe ct 

time or place with the past , and s ignals p lace only , with the pre se nt 

or normative . It has not been found with any other mode or tense . 

In contrast to - ra ,  - re specific sett ing always s ignals de finite 

location . Not ice thre e  time relationships possible when the verb is  

pas t . 

u g o  b e J - a d l - ra n a  r a v a r e j e 

b i �d fa L L- 3 . s g . pa-non . sp . set we came 

We came s ome time afte� the p Lane Landed.  

u g o  b ej - a d -e v a re  e v a r e  na r a v a r e j e  

b i�d fa L L- 3 . sg . pa-temp oral temp oral . deictic w e  came 

We came a t  the time that the p Lane L ande d .  

ugo  b e J - a d - e h l e va r e  n a  r a v a r e j e  

b i�d fa L L- 3 . s g . pa-ju s t . as tempora l . deictic we came 

We came j u s t  as the p Lane Lande d .  

Externally related s ubordinate c laus e s  express reas on , c ausal , 

and adversat ive relationships . The reas on c laus e signalled by - oh u n i ,  

prominent allat ive , on the verb gives the exp lanat ions in the mind of 

narrator or participant s for event s . The causal c lause , signalle d b y  

- o h u r o  prominent ab lat ive o n  t h e  verb , expresses  the means by whi ch 

another event take s p lace quite apart from the mind of the narrat or or 

parti cipant . The adve rsative is expressed by - oh o  prominence marker . 

There is a swit ch in time or mood , or there is a change from statement 
to quest ion involved in the contras t .  I f  the main c laus e is informa­
tion interrogat ive , - oh u n l or - oh u ro may not be suffixed t o  the s ub­

ordinate verb ; only - oh o  is permissib le . 

h u  ? a j - a m i j - a d - o h o  r a b e n l b a g a  m a n a  ? a j - a m i j - a n e - j e  

h e  he Lp - 2 . s g . re f- 3 . s g . pa-p why not back he Lp- 3 . sg . re f- 2 . s g . pa-aux 

He he Lpe d  you; s o  why didn ' t  y o u  he Lp h im in �e tu�n ? 

There are cert ain res trictions regarding the t ense s/aspects  and 

modes of the verb s . An e xternally re lated definite c laus e may not 

c ontain a verb in the perfe c t  aspect . More over , the verb in a c ausal 

c lause is res tricted to the present ( or normat ive ) and past t ense s .  

The verb in a reas on c lause is res tricted t o  the present ( or normat ive ) 

pas t , intent ive and proj ected tense-aspec t s . Adversative has no re­
s t rict ion of moods or tenses b ey ond what has already been stipulat e d . 

When j oined t o  the rest o f  the sentence sub ordinate c lause s  are often 

followed by a deict i c , e - h u n l t h a t - p . al for t h a t  reason;  e - h u ro t h a t ­

p . ab as a res u L t  o f  t h a t ;  or the c onj unction rohu  b u t . 
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7 a j - em i j - a n - o h u n i e - h u n i j a s i  o r i r e m a e  7 u - a v - e  

he Lp-l. sg.ref-2 . sg.pa-p .al that-p . al your human. locative good say- 2 . sg.ref-l . sg.pr 

Because you h e Lpe d  me I am thanking you . 

7 a j - em i j - a n - o h u ro e - h u ro m u o h o  b u r e ro b a r e j - 8 de - j e  

he Lp- l . sg . re f- 2 . sg . pa-p . ab that-p . ab work quick Ly fin i s h - l . s g . pa-aux 

By reason of y our he Lp I q u i c k Ly finished the work . 

7 a j - a m i - 7 i b e j - 8 d - oh o  r o h u  n a s i m u o h o  a h 8 7 8 b e h e - j e  

h e Lp- 2 . s g . ref-contrafact ual-l . s g-p b u t  my work much- is  

I ' d h e Lp y ou b ut I have a L o t  of wor k .  

Sub ordinate verb s differ in funct ion and di s tribut i on from medial 

verb s , the other type of non- final verb . Sub ordinate verb s focus not 

so much on the event repre sented by the verb , as on the re lat ionship of 

that event to a main e vent . A des cript ion has already b een give n  of 

the medial explanatory c laus e in an imperat ive s entence . A compari s on 

of this medial c lause with a reas on sub ordinat e c laus e will i llustrate 

the di ffe rence : 

a - ho � j - a m i j - e 7 e  j i - a j e e - h u n i i h a r i h e b 6 j - a m i - n e  

man-p he Lp-2 . sg.ref-pf be- 3 . sg .pr that-p. al food smaLL give-3 . sg. ref-2 .sg. fu. imp 

The man h as he Lped you and s o  give h im a me a L .  

a - e h u � j - a m i j - a d - oh u n i e - h u n i i h a r l h e b 6j - am i - ne 

man-intensive heLp-2 . sg.ref-3.sg.pa-p. al that-p . al food smaH give-3 . sg. ref-2 . sg. fu. imp 

B e cause the man he Lped you,  therefore give him a me a L .  

Sub ordinate c laus es are rare in narrative and proce dural texts . 

In s uch texts there mus t b e  a s te ady flow of event s in temporal se­

quenc e . Even parenthetical information is introduced by medial 

c l auses . However , the indefinite c laus e typi cally marks the theme at 

the b e ginning of a procedural text : 

i a e n8 n i o g u  r ua h o - 7 i n - a g u - e 7 i - r - o h o  v a 7 - a r u e - j e  

in. fact we bark. doth wrap. around. a. skirt-po want-l .pl.ref-pf-set-p go-l .pl .pr-aux 

We L L  now ,  whenever (if) we wan t t o  make a bark s k i rt ,  we norma L Ly g o .  

Moreove r ,  brief sub ordinate c lauses s ometimes replace nouns , 

part i c ularly with a locat ive func tion . 

u v - e h u  v a 7 - a j i - r e  h u - 7 o  rna b u r e r o j u 7 e b i romo v a 7 - o  

Orokaiva-intensive go- 3 . sg.pr-sp . set he-too just quickLy fLeeing go- 3 . sg.pa 
Where the Orokaiva was gOing,

7 
he too q uick Ly fLed and w e n t . 

On the other hand sub ordinate c lauses figure prominent ly in 
exposit ions , e xh ortat ions and dialogue in which logical argument i s  

the order of t h e  day . 
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1 2 . 1 0  Med i a l  V e rb s 

There are rive types o r  medial verb s . The medial exp lanatory 

verb phrase has already been des cribed ( 12 . 8 ) .  The other types are : 

ab lative and allat ive medials ; sequential medials ; non rinite medials ; 

and primary medials . 

( 1 )  Ab l ative and allat i ve medial verb s  are characterized by the 

ab l ative or allat ive enc litic  without the prominence marker .  These 

verbs occur in c l auses which never depend on an imperative c laus e .  
The fol l owing ab lative and a llat i ve medial verb constructions 

signal purp ose or reason . 
Two of the surrixes uninflected ror pers on and numb er are forme d 

rrom the noun j oe ta lk, s ak e . - j o e n l ( 10 1 ) c ircums t antial reason is  

c omposed of j o  p lus the a llat ive - e n i for . 

j a  n e r i  v a ?o - j oe n i  r 6 v - 6d e - j e 

y o u  tomorrow go-for . the . s ake . of aome- l . s g . pa-aux 

I aame b e aause,  sad to s ay ,  you  are going t omorrow or 
I aame in aase you s h o u ld go t omorrow . 

I r a b e  i - j oe n i v e n i r u mo ? e  n i a v - a d e - j e  

food what e a t - for . the . sake . of fi re w i th o u t  s le ep- 3 . s g . pa-aux 

He s le p t  wi t h o u t  a fi re,  for what food was there to e a t ? 

- j o ro ( 10 0 )  imposed will  is composed or j o  p lus the short form 

or the ab lat ive - ro o  The medial c lause and the principal clause mus t 

have di rferent sUbj e ct s . 

m i e  ? a n - e ho - j o r o e - h u n i h u  I ra e j - e g o  r6v - 6d e - j e 

game ki ll-ben . l . sg-imposed.will that-p . a1 bring-2 .pl.ref aame-l . sg.pa-aux 

It was for y ou t o  ki l l  game for me t h a t  I broug h t  y ou (dogs ) .  

- e ro ab lat i ve and - e n i a llat ive occur on the pro j e cted aspect 

rorms ( p aradigm C )  t o  repre sent purpose t o  be ful fi l led after a t ime 
laps e .  Only the ab l at ive h as been round in narrative ·  texts . As will  

b e  shown later in  this  sect ion the  ab lative oc curs on  other rorms t o  

interrupt the narrat ive time s equence and to insert background informa­

tion which is logi cally prior . That might b e  its us e with the pro j e c­

ted tense ; - e ro ab lat i ve might s ignal that th e intention was prior t o  

the event i n  the principal c lause . O n  the other hand - e n i far more 
spec irically represent s purpose .  In c onve rsation - e ro and - e n i seem 

interchangeab le . The rirs t or these examp le s  is rrom a narrat ive t e xt . 

The c l ause the predicate or which is I ? i r o h e ro w i t h  t he i n t e n t i on of 

e a ting depends on ? a n a v a v a m u  b e at i n g .  
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h e j - o  g u mue  ? a n - a v a v - a m u  s i s O n u v - e - g o  a e  m a g u ? o  

i - ? i r - o h - e ro  

hear-3 .  sg. pa dance beat-sensory-pa . prim morning .. comes-gen. prim-prim. rel 

person with. taro eat-po-proj-ab 

He he ard the drums beating for a dance they were having because 
t hey in tended to  e a t  a man next morning . 

i m- o h o  b a mo - ?e j o h om - e v - e - g o  i - ? i r - o d - e n i 

or i - ? i r - o d - e ro 

sugar. cane-p put-l . sg. fu when. hungry-l . sg.ref-gen .prim-prim. rel eat-po-l . sg.proj 

or eat-po-l . sg.proj-ab 

I ' l l  p u t  the s ugarcane aside to  e a t  when I am hungry . 

The ablat ive perfect medial verb phrase may be past , normat ive 

or proj ected . The tense aspect auxiliary verb j e  be is in the perfe c t  

aspec t . T o  this is added t h e  ablat ive enclitic - e ro ,  which indicates 

temporal or logical priority , to give 

j i - e ? - e r o 

b e -p f-ab 

having b e e n .  

I f  the main verb in the medial verb phrase is perfect , it opt iona l ly 

takes the ab lative enc l it i c  by attraction . If the main verb is any 

other tense or aspect , it must take the ab lat ive . The auxi liary verb 

may be omit ted as in the following example , where the auxiliary j i e 7 e r o  

could equally w e l l  have immediately followed g a ve 7 e ro . For the primary 

medials see point ( 4 )  of this sect ion . 

7 u - a v u - o  r o v - e - g o  g uoj a v e  g a v - e ? - e ro  r ov - e - g o  

g u oj a v e  v a ? o  i - a r - e j o  

say-l . pl .ref come-gen .prim-prim.rel vulturine . parrot see-pf-ab come-gen .prim 
prim.rel vulturine .parrot go catch-l .pl . 1mmediate .des-quo 

He said t o  us,  "Come " (he had seen a vu l turine parro t )  
"Come , l e t ' s  go catch a v u l turine parro t . " 

I f  the ablat ive perfect medial c lause i s  stat ive-equat ional , the verb 

j i e 7 e r o  often appears without an auxiliary , and the noun or adj e c t ive 

immediately preceding it takes an ab lat ive by attract ion . 

n a s i ? a m - e ro j i - e ? - e ro v a - 7 e j o  

my v i l lage - ab b e -p f-ab go - l . sg . fu 

Since i t  i s  my v i l lage, I sha l l  go to i t .  

Sometime s j i e 7 e ro  i s  omitted from stat ive-equat ional clauses without 
any apparent change of meaning , leaving the word that would have imme­
diately preceded with the ablat ive . It is from such sentences as the 

above e xamp le that the ablative direct ional ( 1 3 . 11 )  originates . 
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a mu - ? - e ro e - h u ro ma s i j o r a e - ? e ? e  

breas t - ch-ab t ha t -p . ab grow . big - 3 . sg . fu 

Being breas t fed, that  way they wou l d  deve lop . 
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I n  that example , a mu ? e ro  (being ) w i t h  breas t ,  could also have been 

rendered a m u ? e ro  j i e ? e r o . 

The ab lat ive perfect construct ion expresses an event which begins 

some time be fore the event of the principal verb . In the normat ive , 

when sub j e c t s  of the medial and princ ipal c lauses are the same , the two 
event s are in sequence . When the subj ects  are di fferent , the two 

events continue at the same t ime . 

A s a p a  v a ? - a J - e ro j i - e ? - e ro  ma b u r e ro v a - ? e j o .  

A sapa go - l . sg . pr-ab be -p f-ab j u s t  quic k l y  go - l . sg . fu 

I have been accus tomed to go to A sapa v i l lage so t h a t  
I sha l l  g e t  t here quick ly . 

J o v e  r o v - a j - e ro j i - e ? e r o  j u v - o h o  i m - o h o  d e j - o h o  

ma r o ? e g o  n o  i j - o .  

water come - l . sg . pr-ab be-pf-ab bananas -p sugar . cane-p 

yams -p g e t ting-ripe we e a t - l . p l . pr 

Because the river has flowed and i s  s t i l l  flowing, we now 
have bananas, sugarcane,  and yams to  eat when they mature . 

When the medial verb is perfect , it oc curs with a subj ect which 

may be either the same as or different from that of the princ ipal verb . 
Clauses thus formed introduce explanatory background information . 

H i j - o d e - j e .  H i romo n a s i v a b o r - o h u ro i m - o h o  

i o  b a m - e h - e ?e j i - e ? - e r o i j - o d e - j e .  

s i t- l . s g . pa-aux s i t ting my wife - ab . p  sugar . cane -p 

cut  p u t- l . sg . ben-pf be -p f . ab e a t - l . sg . pa-aux 

I s a t  down . Si t ting (my wife had c u t  and s e n t  me 
sugarcane ) I a t e . 

The perfect , past and proj ected tense-aspects occur in ab lat ive 
perfect construct ion to expre ss temporal sequence with an int ervening 

t ime lapse . The subj ects of the medial and principal verb s mus t  b e  
t h e  same . 

J ? ' h '  - h - 8 
• e o - r e  g u r l I n u g o - r - o  - e ro s i s o n u vo? i r a m u  

h u j e j i ma vo r o vo - ? e ?e . 

fore s t - sp . set  hide leave-po- 3 . proj -ab when . morning . wi l l . come 

l a t e r  dance . in . pairs - 3 . sg . fu 

They wou l d  leave t hem hidden in t he fore s t  and later,  when 
morning wou l d  come , they wou l d  dance in  pairs . 

( 2 )  Sequence Medials . At least two other constructions b e s ide s 
the ab lat ive perfect s ignal t emporal s equence . As wi l l  b e  apparent , 



5 6 4 J .  Austing and R. Upia 

both construct ions involve medial verb forms which are ident ical in 

shape to c ertain subordinate verbs . Moreover , as is true in subordi­

nat e c lauses ,  means is marked by the intens ive - e h u  ( 14 . 1 ) .  However , 

unlike subordinate c lauses these medial c lauses are members of a 

c lause chain . 9 As such , the verbs predict that the same sub j e c t  will 

fol low . Also , the sub j e c t  may be marked by the ablat ive , whereas the 

sub j e c t  of a subordinate c lause may not . 

Verb s of motion may be related sequentially to a following c l ause 

in a prominent motion sequence c ons truc t ion . The pas t , present ( with 

normative significanc e )  or projected forms may be selected . The forms 

are ident ical with the corre sponding subordinate verb with enc litic 

- oh o . The construc t ion signals that the mot ion ends j ust when the 

next event begins . 

A - h u ro hOj - e h u  v a ? - a d - o h o  v a ? - a d - o h o  v a ? - a d - o h o  

v a ? o  ? a mo - r e h o r o j - a d e - j e .  

man-p .ab ridge-intensive go-3 . sg.pa-p go-3 .sg.pa-p go- 3 . sg .pa-p 

go village-sp . set come . out- 3 . sg.pa-aux 

The man went by means (way ) of t he ridge. went and wen t .  
going h e  came o u t  a t  t h e  v i L Lage . 

The overlapping sequence medial verb construction is ident ical in 

form with the manner subordinate verb with the enc litic - e h i j U 8 t  a 8 . 

U v - e ro g u r uoj - a d - e h i  ru v - o  

Oro kaiva 8 - ab dance - 3 . sg . pa-ju8 t . a 8  t hi nk - 3 . sg . pa 

A 8  the Oro kaiva8 were dancing. i t  dawned on t hem that  

( 3 )  Non Finite Medials . Non finite medials are those verb forms 

without an enc litic and without a tense marker of their own . .Instead 

they take the same tense as that of the verb on which they depend . Non 

finite medials are not conj ugated for person and number and so do not 

take suffix set 7 0 . Only where indicated in the fol lowing discuss ion 

may suffixes set 60 oc cur . Unless otherwi se indicated, non finite me­

dials predict the same subj ect . Except for suffixe s which take - vo 

( suffix 1 2 1 ) , the dist inguishing suffixe s oc cur verb final . 
- a r ume , unreal ized potential ( 99 )  contrasts a potential event 

with an ac tual event . The principal c lause is always a rhetorical 
question . 

M a e  h i j - a r ume r a b - e n i  s i s e ? i - o h o  h i j - e 1  

we L L  8 i t- unrealized . potential wha t - al badLy-p 8 i t- 3 . sg . pr 
He couLd be Living we L L ;  why i 8  he L iving poor L y ?  

- g o ro ,  perceptual c lause relator ( 11 5 ) , signals the sub j e ct ' s  

fee l ing , hearing , see ing as the reason for his sub sequent action . 
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H u e  b a e - g o ro r o v - o d e - j e . 

t hroa t  take -perceptual aome - l . sg . pa-aux 

I fe r t  sorry and so I aame . 

I - g o r o  i - n e . 

e a t -percep tual e a t - 2 . sg . fu . imp 

If you fe e r  r i k e  ea ting, ea t .  

U g - o h u ro a - ho g a - g o r o  h uo j - a d e - j e .  

bird- p . ab man-p s e e - perceptual fiy . squawk - 3 . s g . pa -aux 

The bird saw the man and t herefore frew around squawking . 
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- b e ,  distributive suffix ( 1 18 ) ,  occurs on the verb when the event 
it represent s is related to a verb of mot ion . The mot ion re ferred t o  

may be either spatial or temporal .  

M u  ma - e m u  e ?o - b e r o v - o d e - j e . 

work good- exc l  do -distribut ive aome - l . sg . pa-aux 

I have been doing good work a r l  a ro n g .  

- ? i  � - ? i ro � - ? i r o g o r o ,  potential medial ( 6 3 )  indicates an 

immanent event , or a purpose soon to be fulfi lled . 

Apo  ? u - a - ? i r o g o ro  e - h u n i r o Y - e . 

fat her te r r - 3 . sg . re f-po . medial t ha t -p . al aome - l . sg . pr 

I am going to te l l  Fat her, and that ' s  why I 'm aoming . 

- ? i  � - ? i r o  � - ? i r o g o ro , temporal neighb ourhood suffixes ( 1 17 ) 

are homophonous with potential suffixes . They indicate that the event 
occurs at least at approximately the same t ime as that of the princ ipal 

verb and is ant ithetical to it . The sub j e c t s  may b e  the same or dif­

ferent . 

Sogo  m a - h u ro n a m - ? i r o g o r o  a ? i  U v o  b i j i og - e ro m u e b e j - e v- a de - j e .  

no t p i g- p . ab s tand- temporal . neighbourhood but Orokaiva native - ab 

watah- 3 . p l . ref-3 . sg . pa-aux 
It was not a pig s tanding t here , but ins tead t here was a native  

Oro kaiva wa tahing t hem . 

- e ? e , the perfe ct medial ( 97 ) , funct ions c oncessively . In the 

main c lause , ema jus t ,  anyway , i s  expre ssed or imp lied . 

Hom- e v - e ? e  n a  ema  v a ? - e . 

hungry - l . sg . re f-p f  I j u s t  go - l . sg . pr 

A r though I 'm hungry I 'm j u s t  going anyway . 

O re  t u g o r o h - e ? e  ema v a ? a r u e j e .  

road a lose - p f  j u s t  we . go 

A l t hough the traak i s  overgrown, we j u s t  go anyway . 
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Bogo g - e v - e ? e  ema  v a ? - a de - j e .  

not see - l . sg . ref-pf j u s t  go - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He went w i t hout s ee ing me . 

- e ? i  � - e ? i r o  � - e ? i r o g o ro , the temporal neighbourhood perfect 

medial suffix string , cons ists of the perfect suffix , - e ? i  without - e  

terminator , p lus the temporal ne ighbour-hood suffi x { - ? i ro } . One / ? i /  

syl lab le i s  reduc ed . The perfec t element indicates an act ion or state 

previous t o  but with results which last up t o  the t ime of the principal 

verb . The temporal ne ighbourhood s ignals s imultane ity of the re sults 

of the previous act ion and the fol lowing act ion . Unlike the pure tem­
poral neighbourhood construct ion , the sub j ects  must be ident ical in the 

temporal neighbourhood perfect c onstruct ion . 

N i a v - e - ? i n i v - e . 

s L eep-pf-t emporal . neighbourhood cry - 3 . sg . pr 

He i8 crying in his  s Leep . 

- j u vo ,  continuative suffix ( 9 8 ), probab ly related to the root j u v 

wa L k ,  signals that the event of the medial verb cont inues for an extend­
ed period . The subjects  of the med ial and princ ipal c lauses may be the 

same or di fferent . 

U v o - ?o ? O m i - ?o muo r o vo - j u vo U v o  ? a me n i o ? i  b a r e  

? O m i e  ? a me n i o ? i b a r e j - a d e - j e .  

Orokaivas-and Omies-and fought-continuative Orokaiva viLLage two finish 

Omie viLLage two finish-3 . sg.pa-aux 

The Oro kaiva peopLe and Omie peop L e  kept on figh ting 
each o ther un t i L  two Oro kaiva v i L Lages were de s troye d  
a n d  two Omie v i L Lages were de s tro yed.  

1 0  - romo , secondary medial ( 1 1 6 ) ( s ec ) ,  i s  the most common of the 

non finite medials . A number of secondary medial c lauses may be j oined 

t ogether in a closely-knit sequence , or chain . 
The sec ondary medial indicates that there is a high degree of 

dependence on the last verb of the chain . Some sec ondary medial chains 

share a common subj ect . If  this i s  the case , the sub j e c t  must either 

be active throughout ( e xample ( a )  below )  or fact ive throughout , as in 
e xample ( b ) .  The event of the sec ondary medial verb b egins prior to 

the verb on which it  depends even though the two actions may cont inue 
simultaneously . 

( a )  A - e ro ? o - h o  ? a n o - r omo v a ? - a d e - j e .  

man - ab dog -p h i t - s e c  go- 3 . sg . pa-aux 
A man h i t  the dog and wen t .  

( b )  N a  va d u n - e ro g uo m - e v o - romo b e - romo ? a n - e g - a d e - j e .  

I hunge r-ab die - l . s g . re f-sec  fa L L -sec  hur t - l . s g . re f-3 . sg . pa-aux 

I was very hungry and fe L L  and hurt myse Lf. 
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Sometime s a sec ondary medial modifies the meaning of the verb on 

which it depends . 

T u t u v o - r omo r o v - a d e - j e .  

run - s e c  come - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He came running . 

U g - o h o  a e  g a - romo e ? - e . 

bird-p person s e e - s ec do - 3 . sg . pr 

The bird s e e s  someo n e ,  that ' s  wha t i t ' s  doing . 

It is less usual for secondary medials not t o  have a c ommon ac­

t ive or common fact ive subj ect . When the subj ects  are different , how­

eve r ,  the event s themselves are c losely related in t ime . Although the 

event s might begin in chronological sequence , what is  important is  that 

they are cont inuing simultaneously , and are co-terminous . 

� n e  r u e - r omo b u r e r o v - a d e - j e .  

rain come - sec wind come - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

It was raining and the wind was b lowing . 

In the fo llowing c hain , the first two c lauses share a c ommon sub­
j ect , t ug o b a j e whi s kers . Moreover , the event s of the first two c lauses  

are c ont inuing throughout the  event of the  third c lause . Thus the 

three clauses are j oined by sec ondary sequence markers . 

T b ·  11 . • ? . h ·· h ·· M 1 k u g o  a J e r l J o o v o - romo ovo  o v o - r omo a a a s  

v a v a e n i m - a d e - j e .  

anima l . whi skers spread.  ou t - se c  turn . ye l low-sec Ma lakas 

was . sad. 3 . sg . ref-pa-aux 

As the ray s  (of the s e t t i ng s u n )  were spreading o u t  l i k e  
whis kers a n d  were turning y e l l ow, Ma lakas was fee l ing 
sad. 

With the secondary medial may occur the ces sative suffix - n u g o  
after, ( 91 )  ( related to the root n u g  leave ) , and the intent ive - ? i h oj 

( 6 4 ) .  When - ? i h o j  occurs , the subj e ct of the fol lowing c lause is not 
predicted . 

J o v - o h o  e g u o - n u g o - r o mo h i - n u g o - r o mo r o v - o d e - j e .  

water-p was h - c e s sative-sec s i t - ce s sative-sec come - l . sg . pa-aux 

I t o o k  a bath  and after t ha t  I s a t  and after t h a t  I came . 

T u bo r u  h a r i h - o h u r o d e j e i - ? i h o - r omo h u e - r e  

r a v - a j o .  

cassowary fledg l ing-p . ab yam e a t - intentive-sec throa t - sp . set 

burn - 3 . s g . pa . quo ( 12 . 11 )  

(It i s  said t ha t )  the y o ung cassowary was meaning to  e a t  yams 
when he burned his  t hro a t .  
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Before the verb s g a ve and h e j e ,  the suffix s tring - ? i h o - r o mo is 

idiomat ically reduced to - ? i ho or - ? i  with the meaning whi l e .  

H i - ? i h o g a v - o  I b i t o bogo  v e j o ? - o h o  o ? am u . 

s i t - intent ive see - 3 . pl . pa Ibi to no t now-p coming 

As they sat t here they saw Ibi to was not re turning when expected.  

When - romo oc curs on an ant ic ipatory verb phrase ( 12 . 8 ) , the 

implicat ion is that the event that seemed immanent was not carried out . 

V a - ? i - e ? o - r o mo von u g - od e - j e .  

go - po-do-sec s top - l . sg . pa-aux 

I was going to leave but gave up t he ide a .  

( 4 )  Primary Medial Verbs are those verb s which opt ionally take 

the primary medial re lator suffix - g o  ( 1 14 ) . They are marked for 

t ens e ,  aspec t  or mode . Many forms are not inflected for person and 

number . The se verb s take suffixes 92-96  instead of 60-7 0 . Suffixes 

9 2 - 9 4  mus t  be fol lowed by the suffix - g o  or s ome other relator t o  be 

discus sed . After 95 and 96 the relator is optional . Such verb 

phrases as perfect , immanent and iterat ive are common . 

v a ? - e ? e  j i - a m u  

go - pf be - prim . pa 

had gone 

v a - ? i - e ? - am u  

go-po-do -prim . pa 

was about to go 

I f  the perfect auxiliary is present it is usua l ly deleted and 

the relator is suffixed to the perfec t  suffix . 

v a ? - e ? e  j i o - ? e - g o  > va ? - e ? e - go 

go - p f  b e -prim . pr-prim . re l  > go-pf-prim . re l  

h a s  gone 

In addi tion there are four inflected mode tenses : present and 

future imperat ive , normat ive , and proj ected . These are formed by de­

leting the tense/aspect auxiliary j e  be and adding -e general 

( 9 3 )  p lus a relator to the appropriate act ive sub j e ct suffix ( 7 3 ,  7 4 , 
7 6 , 7 7 ) .  In this example - a j  in r o v a j e g o  is suffix c lass 7 4 : 

Rov - a j - e - go boj - a m i - ? e j o .  

come - 3 . sg . pr-ge n . prim-prim . re l  give - 3 . sg . ref-l . s g . fu 
Because he norma l ly come s I s ha l l  give i t  to him.  

The primary medial usually has a different subj ect from the one 
on which it depends . This is always the case when the verb is in the 
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proj ected aspec t . Apart from the s ignal for c hange of subj ect , t he 

primary medial proj ected aspe c t  func t i ons in the same way as proj ec ted 

purpose c lauses whose verb relator i s  - e n i or - e ro ( 12 . 10 ( 1 » . 

I m- o h o  b a m - a h - e  j a  u ? e m u  i - ? i r - a n - e - g o . 

sugar. aane-p put- 2 . sg.ben-l . sg.pr you Zater eat-po-2 . sg-�n.prim-prim.rel 

I 'm Zaying aside the sugaraane for you to e a t  Z a t e r .  

Likewise , the primary medial normat ive corresponds to the abla­

t ive perfect medial , normat ive aspec t . Both give an e xp lanat ion for 

the event in the principal c laus e , which i s  never imperat ive . 

In contrast , however , the primary medial indicates at onc e both 

change of subj ect and sequence . 

? a j - e m i j - a j - e - g o  e h u n i n a  ma n a  ? a j - a m i - ? e j o .  

heZp-l. sg.ref-3 . sg.pr-�n.prim-prim.rel therefore I baak heZp-3 .sg.ref-l . sg .fU 

He  he Zps me from time to time and 8 0  now I wi Z Z  h e Zp him in re turn . 

Primary medials other than projected or normat ive contrast with 

secondary medial s .  I f  sequence i s  in focus , primary medials s ignal 

change in kind of subj e c t  ( act ive to fact ive or vice versa )  or a 

change in subj ect ident ity . When the change is from fact ive t o  act ive 

sub j e c t , the secondary medial never oc curs . Otherwis e  the rules  for 

the secondary medial apply ( 12 . 10 ( 3 » . 

A h a r i h - o h u ro homo - ? e - g o  n i v - e . 

person young -p . ab hungry -pr . prim-prim . re l  ary- 3 . sg . pr 

The baby i s  arying of hunger .  

The verb h ome b e  hungry i s  a fact ive verb and takes a neutral 

sub j e c t . a h a r i h o h u ro is ab lative subj ect of the entire chain . Since 

the last verb in the chain i s  act ive , the chain subj ect is act ive . 

The se primary medials are sub j ec t  t o  certain mode , tense , aspect 

restrict ions . The imperat ive medials must depend on a des iderat ive 
principal c l ause . 

B a r u e - n - e - go n a  g a - ? i r - o . 

bring- 2 . s g . imp-gen . prim-prim . re l  I s e e -po- l . s g 

Bring i t  here so I aan s e e  i t .  

Future medials mus t  depend o n  a future ; past medials o n  a pas t ; 

contrafactual on a contrafactual . 

S i s o n u v - a m u  r i ?o j - a d e - j e .  

Morning . aome s - p a . prim rise- 3 . s g . pa-aux 

Whe n  morning aame he go t up . 

The present may refer e ither t o  the present or past t ime . I f  it 

refers t o  the present , it may depend on another present or on a future . 
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I f  it refers to the past , it depends on a hab ituat ive verb or iterative 

verb phrase ( 12 . 8 ) ,  or on a past primary medial . 

S i s o n uv o - ? e - g o  r i ? o - ?e ? e . 

morning . comes - p r . prim-prim . re l  rise - 3 . sg . fu 

Since day i s  dawning, he wi l l  g e t  up . 

S i s o n u vo - ?e - g o  r i ? o - n o v - a d e - j e .  

morning . comes -pr . prim-prim . rel rise -habituative - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

Eac h  morning he would rise . 

G a v - o  s i s o n u vo - ?e - g o v a v u - o h o  r i ?oj - a m u . 

see - 3 . s g . pa morning . comes - pr . prim-prim . rel fat her-p rise -pa . prim 

He saw that when morning came his fa ther was g e t t ing up . 

The general primary medial shows no tense limitation . It may 

take the p lace of the contrafactual medial and depend on a contra­

fac tual principal verb . Or it may depend on an imperat ive , des idera­

tive , potent ial , proj ected , or normat ive . 

S i s o n u v - e - g o  r i ?oj - a r u e - j e .  

morning . come s - gen . prim-prim . rel rise- l . pl . pr-normat ive . aux 

When day breaks we get up . 

J e n i rom - e - g o  i - o h o  n e mo - n e . S i s 6n u v - e - go i - ? i r - a n e - j e .  

afternoon . comes - gen . prim-prim . rel food-p cook- 2 . s g . fu . imp 

morning . come s - gen . prim-prim . re l  e a t -po-2 . s g . proj . aux 

When afternoon come s cook t he food.  I wan t  you to  ( s o  that  
y o u  can ) e a t  i t  when day dawns .  

Primary medials serve a s  predicate in the perceptual c lause of 

a perceptual sentence . Generally a perceptual sentence cons ists of the 

verb g a ve see or h e j e  hear, fee l  followed by a perceptual c lause . The 

perceptual predicate may be past , present , future , general according 

to the tense/aspect of the verb for see or hear.  The . predicate may be 

a perfect or ant ic ipatory verb phrase . 

N a  g a v - e  h u  r ue - ? e - g o . 

I see - 3 . sg . pr he come -pr . prim-prim . re l  

I see  h i m  coming . 

Spec ial medial forms for g a ve and h e j e  oc cur . Their shapes re­

semb le those of the final form exc ept that any tense/aspect auxiliary 
is deleted . 

H e j - a de u g - o h o  r o v - a v - a m u  . . . 
hear- 3 . sg . pa bird-p come - sensory-pa � prim 

He heard the p lane coming and . . .  
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A sentence need not end with a perceptual clause . The c l ause 

may b e  j oined to the subsequent c l auses s imply by - g o  primary relator 

( or - a mu or - ? i r a m u  without - go ) . Instead of - g o , a non final form of 

g a ve see or h e j e hear may immediately follow the perceptual c lause . 

One of two medial suffixes may oc cur : - go ro perceptual ( 11 5 )  g a - go ro 

s e e - perceptual . medial after see ing or { - e? i } perfect-temporal neigh­

bourhood ( 97-117 ) suffix string . 

g a v - e - ? i  

s e e - perfect-temporal . neighbourhood 

no sooner (did he ) see  

g a ve ? i  ( or h e j e ? i ) s ignals overlapping sequence . g a go r o  signals 

that the second event begins after the first . Sometimes , instead of 

the g a go ro or h e go ro the perceptual suffix i s  suffixed t o  the primary 

medial form . 

v a ? - a m u  g a - go r o  

go-pa . prim s e e -perceptual 

after see i ng (him) go 

may be written 

v a ? - a mu - g o ro 

go-pa . prim-perceptual . 

In narratives the verbs g a g o ro and g a ve ? i  often lose the meaning 

of see and serve pure ly as t ime relators . 

A - h u ro v a ? o  h i j - a m u  g a v - e - ? i r o h u  k i n e ? - o h u ro r o va j o . 
man-p .ab go sit-pa.prim see-pf-temporal .neighbourhood but bush. spirit-p .ab aame 

No sooner had the  man departed and s e t t Z e d  down e Z sewhere 
but the bush spiri t arrived on the saene . 

In p lace of such forms as g a g o ro two other non final forms o f  
g a ve and h e j e may oc cur : the ab lat ive perfect , e . g .  

g a v - e ? - e ro 

s e e - p f-ab 

(he ) saw and some time Z a t e r  

and the indefinite perfec t ,  e . g .  

g a v - e ? - o h o  

s e e - p f-p 
if ( h e )  see s .  

Unlike g a g o r o  or g a ve ? i  both retain their perceptual meaning and 
both control the tense of the primary medial verb they dire c t ly follow .  

Since they are both perfe c t  aspect , the tense of the primary medial 



5 7 2  J .  Austing and R.  Upia 

mus t  b e  pas t . The fol lowing e xamples show that the influence of the 

indefinite perfec t  g a v e ? o h o  over the tense of the primary medial takes 

precedence over that of the proj ected perceptual verb , g a ? i r a n e , 

introducing the primary medial c lause . 

G a - ? i r - a n e  ae r o v - a m u  g a v - e ? - oh o  . . .  

8 e e -po - 2 . sg . proj man come -pa . prim 8 e e - p f-p 

Whenever you 8 e e  a man coming . . .  

G a - ? i r - a n e  ae  r o v - e  g a - go ro  . . .  

s e e -po-2 . sg . proj man come - gen . prim 8 e e -perceptual 

When you 8ee a man coming . . .  

Whereas a secondary medial never conc lude s a c lause chain , a 

primary medial may do s o .  Thus it can bear greater information focus . 

In the following two examples , contrast m u e b e j - am u  watch-primary with 

m u e b e - r o mo watch-secondary . The former terminates the chai n ;  the 

latter does not : 

U g o h o  ? a n o ? i m u e b e j - a m u  g a go r o vo e n oh u ro b e j e v a m u  ? a me ro  r o v o d e j e .  

bird to . k i L L  wa tch-pa . prim after rain fe l L . on . me home I . came 

I � keeping wat c h  80 I might ki L L  a bird. However� rain fe L L  
o n  me and I came home . 

U g o h o  ? a n o ? i mue b e - romo e n e r o  b e j e vamu  ? a me ro  r O v o d e j e .  

bird to . ki L L  wat c h - s e c  rain fe l L . on . me home I . came 

I was watching in order to ki L L  a bird and t hen rain fe l L  
o n  me 8 0  I came home . 

In the second examp le , the secondary medial s ignals that the 

act ive sub j e c t  ( 1  singular ) is not finished his series of actions . 

The c lause whose subj ect is e n e  rain is an intrus ion which affects  

the  original subj ect ' s  course of act ion in  that chain . Had the sen­
tence ended with b e j e va m u  fe L L  on me, m u e b e romo would have been 

m u e b e j a m u  t o  indicate a change of act ive sub j e c t . 

Medial verbs not only j oin c lauses within a sentence , but link12 

sentences and paragraphs together by repeating at least part of the 

previous c lause . 

N a  i a e E v i b i r um i j o .  B i r um i j - a m u  n a  E v i  g uo mo . 

then i n .  fac t  Evi he . worked . magi c . again8 t 

work . magi c . again8 t - p a . prim t hen Evi di ed 

Then he in fac t  worked magi c aga i n 8 t  Evi . A8 a re 8 u L t �  
Ev i died. 
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1 2 . 1 1  Q u o ta t i v e M a r k e r s  ( q u o ) 

These are those forms which c onc lude a quoted sentence . There­

fore , these markers are useful in delimitating a grammatical sentence 

in 5mie . When a quoted sentence is not embedded in a subsequent non­

quotat ive sentence , - a j  takes morpheme - 0 ,  probab ly from C lass 7 1 . 

Here , the func t ion o f  - 0  i s  merely t o  mark final ity . To mark elipti­

cal or interrupted sentences , the quotat ive may be added t o  any word , 

noun , non-final verb or enc litic . In independent sentenc e s , quota­

tives may be added only to those suffixes which are unbracketed in 

paradigms A-F . 

The fol lowing morphophonemic processes operat e : - a j  i s  added t o  

high vowels without any change . 

G a v - e - ? i - a j o !  

s e e -pf-temporal . neighbourhood-quo 

" (A c t )  whi l e  s e e i ng ! " or "Watch out ! " 

When added t o  mid vowel s  a o f  the quotat ive i s  reduced , and the 

mid vowel is replaced by the low vowel at the same t ongue position . 

Ae r o v - a j e .  

man come - 3 . sg . pr 
A man i s  coming . 

Ae r o v - a j - ej o .  ( from r o va j e  + a j o )  

man come - 3 . sg . pr-quo 

"A man is coming . " 

Boj e m e g o  n a  i j - o j o  ( from i j - o + a j o )  

give . me I e a t - l . sg . immediate . de s . quo 

"Give me some to ea t . " 

Boj a m e g o  h u  i j - a j o . ( from i j - o + a j o )  

give he eat - 3 . sg . immediat e . de s . quo 

"Gi ve him some to e a t . " 

When added t o  low vowe l s , a i s  reduced . 

? a mo n o - j o  ( ? a mo n o  + a j o )  

outside - quo 

(He said) "Ou tside ! "  

The verb j e  b e  has an irregular 3 person present form h oj o .  A 

form of h o j o  mus t  b e  used when it i s  a tense-aspect auxi liary , 1 2 . 8 1 .  
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Rov - a d e - j e .  

come - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

He came . 

Rov - a de h oj o .  

come - 3 . sg . pa aux . quo 

"He came . " 

I f  the quot ing verb is future indicat ive or imperat ive , the 

appropriate suffixes ( 75 or 7 6 )  may be added in plac e  of -0 ( 7 1 )  fol­

lowing regular morphophonemic rules ( 1 2 . 1 ) . 

J e j - a m i j - o d e  h o - n e . 

gree t - 3 . s g . ref-l . sg . pa aux . quo- 2 . sg . imp 

"Te L L  him I gre e ted him. " ( "Give him my gree tings . ") 

Quotat ives added t o  paradigm A c onstitute a tradit ional narra­

t ive past tense . 

K l n e ?o h u ro r o v - a j o .  

the . bus h .  spirit come - 3 . sg . tradit ional 

The bush spirit came ( t hey say ) . 

A quotat ive sentence may b e  j oined t o  a sub sequent non-quoted 

sentence by adding c ertain of the non-final suffixes already des cribed. 

H u e n o h u ro ? u v - a j o mae ? u - e v - a j - e - romo v a ? - a d - o h o  . . . 

the. cousin think-3 . sg. traditional true say-l . sg.ref-3. sg.pr-quo-sec go- 3 . sg . pa-p 

The cousin thoug h t ,  "He ' s  t e L L ing me the tru t h ", and so 
he went and . . .  

The following non-final suffixes are permissib le following the 

quotat ive : temporal neighbourhood , primary and secondary medials ( 9 3-

9 6 ; 114-117 ) ;  imposed will ( 10 0 ) ;  circumst antial reason ( 10 1 ) ; and 

inde fini te perfec t  ( 9 7  + 11 1 ) . 

Only the verb ? u v e  t hink,  s hout  or ? u a ve say may open a quote . 

I f  medial , their forms are analogous t o  those of g a v e  introducing a 

perceptual c lause , see ? u a ? i r a n e , e xample below . The may optionally 

close it . If it is chosen to have ? u ve or ? u a ve in the same sentence 

immediately following the quotative , the final / j / of the quotat ive 
is deleted ( 12 . 1 ) . 

? u - a - ? i r - a n e  n a  v a - ?e j o  ? u - a v - e ? - o h o  . . .  

say - 3 . sg . re f-po- 2 . sg . proj I go - l . sg . fu . quo say - 3 . sg . re f-pf-p 
If you say "I sha L Z  go " . . .  
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1 3 . 0  N O U N  A N D  R E L A T O R - A X I S  P H R A S E S  

1 3 . 1  P o s t po s i t i v e s  a n d  N o n - V e r b a l  P h ra s e s 

Mos t  postpos it ives are bound enclit ics , but a few are free 

forms . They may follow any word or phrase except a partic le . Their 

oc currence , allomorphs and funct ion on verb s was discussed in Sect ion 

1 2 . 9 .  

1 3 . 1 1  Functio nal Enclitic� 

These follow nouns , pronouns or noun phrases to show their 

function in the c lause . There are seven sets discussed below . 1 3  Some 

are comb ined with the prominence c litic ( 13 . 1 2 )  and suffixed t o  

deictics t o  mark t h e  same semant ic relationships b etween pairs of 

c lauses , sent ences and even higher level elements in a disc ourse . 

Bound forms in Sections 1 3 . 11 . 5  t o  1 3 . 1 1 . 7  below do not oc cur affixed 

direc t ly t o  neutral appe l latives or pronouns . 

1 4  
1 3 . 1 1 . 1 Neutral 

Ob l igatory absence of a functional postposit ive on noun phrases 

marks the neutral form . The neutral noun phrases serve as obj ects  of 

transit ive or ditransit ive c lauses , subj ect of fact ive clause types , 

specifier of specified descript ive c lauses , comment of stat ive­

equational clauses ( 14 . 1 ) . The e xamples show the neutral form as 

obj ect then as subj ect of a verb . 

1 3 . 1 1 . 2  Ablative ( ab )  

H a h e  b i j i o h o d e j e .  

pig I . 8peared 

I 8peared a pig . 

J a  d a d i va v e . 

you don ' t .  know 

You don ' t  kno w .  

{ - ro }  : - ro � - e ro from t he 8 0 urae of, by mean8 of. - e ro occ urs 

on c ommon noun and adj ective stems ; - ro oc curs elsewhere . One of its  

funct ions is t o  mark the  subj ect of an act ive c lause . { - ro }  occurs as 

act ive sub j e c t  marker only for c larity , or emphas is . 

Rules for c larity appear t o  b e  determined by the number of par­

tic ipant s and the way in which they are manife sted within the bounda­

ries of a discourse unit between a c lause and sentence . This unit , 
which might b e  called a single part ic ipant orientation c lause chain , 
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requires further analysis . The ablat ive is ob ligatory on pronominal 

sub j e c t s  if there is also a neutral pronoun in the c lause chain . 

N a  ( or n a - ro )  a e  ? a n 8 d e j e .  

I ( or I-ab ) man I . h i t  

I ( or £)  h i t  a man . 

N a - ro  h u  ? a n 8 de j e .  

I-ab him I . hi t 

I h i t  him . 

The ablat ive is obligatory on nouns i f  the c lause chain in­

c ludes a transit ive or ditransit ive verb . 

A - e r o e ? a de j e .  

man-ab did 

A man did i t .  

These rules may b e  overriden b y  other considerat ions such as 

that of theme ( 1 4 . 2 ) . 

In other cases the ab lat ive i s  opt ionally added for emphas i s . 

Ae r 8 v a j e !  

man i s .  coming 

Someone ' s  coming ! 

A - e ro  r8ve . 

man-ab i s .  coming 

A man is coming . 

In addition to its  use to mark act ive subj ect , the ab lat ive i s  

ob ligatory to mark a means relat ionship within a c lause a s  in the 

first example be low . It may also ind icate means relat ionship 
between c lauses , or chunks on higher levels of discourse . In the 

second e xample the means relationship i s  expre ssed by e h u ro from 

t h a t  caus e .  

H e s i o v - e r o  i j a j e j e .  

his  hand- ab he . e a t s  

H e  e a t s  by means of his  own hand. ( He c a n  feed hims e l f. ) 

B8g8 rna mae  t o g omo romo e - h u - ro b 8g8 a e v o ? e ? e . 

n o t  j u s t  right exp loding that-prominence-ab n o t  wi l l .  s tart 

The engine wi l l  no t exp lode properly and as  a re s u l t  wi l l  
n o t  s tart . 

A special use of the ablat ive on c ertain common nouns i s  termed 
directional ablat ive . The directional ablat ive indicates both desti­

nation and basis of the j ourney . The basis , s ignalled by the ab lat ive 
is the res idency of the traveller,  or the pres ence of another person 
he i s  going to j oin . 
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H u  h e s i ? a m - e ro v a ? e . 

he h i s  v i l lage -dire c t ional . ab go 

He is going t o  his  v i l lage because he l i v e s  t here . 
(i . e .  he i s  going hom e )  

1 3 . 1 1 . 3 Allative ( a l )  

5 7 7  

{ - n i l  - n i � - e n i for .  - e n i occurs o n  c ommon noun , adj ect ive and 

temporal stems , - n i  occurs elsewhere . - n i  allat ive marks an underlying 

semantic telic or benefact ive re lat ionship . On the surface c lause 

leve l ,  - n l marks the grammatical telic ; it marks the grammatical bene­
factive in act ive clauses having an animate subj ect . Above c lause 

leve l ,  - n i marks the grammatical reason or purpose . 

N e r - e n i j a - n i b a m a h o d e j e .  

tomorrow-al you-al I . pu t . fo r . you 

I p u t  it  aside for you for tomorrow . 

R a b - e n i r o v a n e j e 1  

wha t - al you . came 

For what (why ) did you come ? 

P a r a e d e  s i s o n u ?e n a n i n o  Kok o d a  v a ? e j o .  E - h u - n i n a n i  

n o  S a t a d e  s i e n e ro  A s a p a  r u e ? e j o .  

Friday morning perhaps we Ko koda wi l l . go that-prominence-al perhaps 

we Saturday back A s apa wi l l .  come 

Friday morning perhaps we s ha l l  go to Ko koda . For t h a t  reason 
pe rhaps we sha l l  re turn to A sapa on Saturday . 

1 3 . 1 1 . 4  Comitative 

- ?o w i t h, and may be added to noun and temporal phrase s . Oc cur­
ring with one of two or more noun phrases it signifies acc ompaniment , 

occurring on two or three noun phrases it s ignifies co-ordinat ion . 

A p o - ? o  m a mo - ? o  v a ? a r e j e .  

fa t her-and mother-and t hey . went 

Bo t h  fa t her and mother wen t .  

A p o - r o  m a mo - ? o  v a ? a d e j e .  

fat her-ab mot her-wi t h  he . went 

Fat h e r  went wi t h  mo t h e r .  

A comitative phrase followed by the part i c le r o romo means for, 

ins tead of.  
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N a - ?8 ro romo v a ? a d e j e .  

me-and for he . went 

He went in my p lace . 

1 3 . 1 1 . 5  Setting ( set)  and Locative ( loc) 

These markers occ ur on noun phrases . They form part of the stem 

of some temporals . Sett ing markers may re fer t o  e ither p lac e , dire c­

t ion or t ime ; locat ives t o  place or direc t ion . The setting marker is 

- r .  To it  may be added non-spec ific marker - 8  ( non . sp ) ,  or the spe­

c i fic marker -e ( sp )  or the emphat ic locat ive - i ae .  Note the con­

trasting e xamp les of non-spec i fic as over against specific sett ing . 

U g - e ro  d o - r8  v a ? a d e j e .  

bird- ab top-non . sp . set i t . went 

The bird flew h i g h .  

I j o do - re v a ? a d e j e .  

tree top-sp . se t  i t . we n t  

It flew r i g h t  over t he tree . 

H u r a maj a - r e v a ? a d e j e .  

week day - sp . set h e . went 

He went las t Sunday . 

H u r a maj a - r8 v a ? a de j e .  

week day - non . sp . set he . we n t  

H e  w e n t  on a Sunday . 

D o - r i a e h i j e .  

top - Ioc . set he . s i t  

H e  i s  s i t ting up t here a t  t h e  top . 

Area locative - n o  ( - n o r i re emphat i c ? ) ,  s ignals s urface or region 

round abou t .  

J a v u  d o - n o  h i j a d ej e .  

house top -area i t .  sat  

It perched on the roof. 

1 3 . 1 1 . 6 Characterizer ( ch )  

- ? e  having occurs on noun phrases which function a s  sub j ect ive 

completion in an equat ive c lause , and sUbstance descript ive in a modi­

fied noun phrase .  

V a v u - ? e  a - h o . 

fa ther-ch man -p 

the man whose fat her i s  l i ving 

S a ? a ho i j o - ? e  j i e .  

t he . land tre e s - ch is  

The  land has tre e s . 

The characteri zer enclitic occurs at the end of a compound noun 
phrase .  A compound noun phrase cons ists of two c losed sets of nouns 

comb ining to give the genus of which the nouns are species . 
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J a s i n u  a n o - ? e  mae  j i e .  

your nose t e e t h - ch good i s  

Your appearance (i . e .  what i s  characteri z e d  b y  n o s e  and 
t e e t h )  i s  a t trac t i ve . 

Other examples of c ompound noun phrases : 

5 7 9  

d e  s a ? a - ?e 

excreme n t  earth-ch 

dirt (as in  a mo tor) 

a h i j u r i - ? e  

bro ther-in- Z aw parent - i n - Zaw-ch 

i n  Z aws 

o mue n o - ?e 

bro ther cousin-ch 

re Zatives  

o r i  a r i - ? e  

track Zand-ch 

Zandscap e j  weather 

ugo b u r u h l - ? e  

bird eag Z e - ch 

fea t her headdress 

Privative charac terizer is a free form r umo?e  wi t hou t .  

1 3 . 1 1 . 7 Analogy 

S a ? a h o  i j o  r umo?e  j i e .  

the . Zand tree wi t hout i s  

The Zand i s  wi t hout tree s .  

This may be expres sed by various c litic s . 

( 1 )  Manner Deictic  Bound Allomorph - e h i Z i ke that  occurs on com­
mon nouns : 

D a ho r - e h i j i a d e j e .  

mountain- Zi k e  i t . was  

There was a big crowd Z i k e  a mount ai n .  

O n  temporals which indicate the succession of days , - e h i indi­
cates that the terms are used with no reference to the present . 

j i ame  

day after tomorrow 

j i a m - e h i 

day . aft e r . tomorrow- Z i ke 

on the third day . 

( 2 )  Simulfact ive Enc l it i c s  v a ? en e , - e n e , v a r i j en e . The free 

allomorph v a ? e n e  ( oc cas ionally the bound allomorph - e n e ) expre sses  any 

type of likene s s . 

A j u v i j o h o  M i c h a e l v a r i j e n e  ( or v a ? e n e ) j i e .  

ma Ze the . youth Mic ha e Z  exact Zy Zike  ( Z ike ) i s  

The you t h  i s  Z i ke Miohae Z .  
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A j u v i j oh o  j i o b o  v a ? e n e  ( not va r i j e n e ) j i e .  

ma le the . youth e e l  l i ke (no t exac t l y .  l i k e ) is  

The  you th  resemb l e s  an ee l ( he i s  so handsome ) .  

I j oh o  h i ?o b o ro t - e n e  j i a de j e .  

t he . s tick bamboo .  knife edge - li ke was 

The s ti c k  was as s harp as a bamboo knife . 

( 3 )  Analogical Characterizer Enc litic  - no ? e  having the character­

istic of. in  t he manner of. 

Aho i j o - n o ? e  j i e .  

the . man tree -analogical . characteri zer i s  

The man i s  tree - li ke ( h e  i s  s o  ta l l ) . 

1 3 .  1 2  P�ominence E nclitic ( p )  - o h o  

Perhaps the basic meaning of - o h o  is specific ity , marking some­

thing the hearer already knows or something of which the speaker wants 

the hearer t o  take special note . Apart from the except ion ment ioned 

in footnote 5 ,  the prominence marker is never added to part ic le s .  

Although the marker may occur fol lowing suffixes on appellat ives and 

pronouns to form sub stantives ( 1 3 . 3 ) ,  it never oc curs dire c t ly on 

their neutral forms . Otherwise the prominence marker may oc cur at 

the ext reme right posit ion of a string of enc l it ics on any part of 

speech . Also after nouns , adj ectives , de ictics  and pronouns the prom­

inence marker may occur a second t ime on an enc litic  string to the 

le ft of func tion markers . 

( a )  Oc currence at the extreme right posit ion : - o h o  marks theme 

( 1 4 . 2 ) , negat ion and elic itat ion ( 1 4 . 3 ) . In such cases it should b e  

noted that - o h o  d o e s  not oc cur on locat ive focus forms , Chart 3 rows 
( g )  and ( h ) . Instead the corre sponding deictic focus form in ( a )  and 

( b ) is substituted for that of ( g )  or ( h )  respectively before - o h o  is 

added . - o h o  also oc curs ob ligatori ly following the sett ing marker - r  

when the c lause sub j e ct i s  2 person . 

J a  m u - r - o h o  v a ? a n e j e .  

you garden - set -p y o u .  went 

You went to t he garde n .  

The set ting marker plus the prominence is a n  opt ional way o f  

e xpre ss ing direct ion from . 

H u - r - o h o  r o v a d e j e .  

garde n - s et -p he . came 

He came from the garde n .  
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( The usual way of expressing from would be a two c lause utteranc e o f  

the type Being in t h e  garden, afterward h e  came . ) 

The prominence marker on the extreme right may also form a sub­

stant ive ( 1 3 . 3 ) .  

( b ) Occurrence to the left of funct ion markers : As  has been in­

dicat ed at the beginning of 1 3 . 2  appellatives and pronouns do not take 

- o h o  directly on the stem . The reason i s  that they are already con­

s idered " specific " .  Thus in talking t o  a child about his father 

either the common noun v a v u e p lus the prominence marker might be used , 

or the appel lat ive a po .  The second term would be more int imate but 

t he two would be equally spec ific . 

v a v u - o h o  or a po 

fat her-p Fa ther 

fa ther 

Thus the common noun stem followed immediately by the prominenc e 

enc litic  serve s as vocative . 

o - h o  

bro t her-p 

Bro t h e r !  ( re l igious context ) 

On noun phrases - o h o  i s  added t o  c ommon noun or adj ect ive s t ems 

. to mark the conc lusion of the deictic ' s  influenc e : 

E a e  b o r o m - o h o  s e m u . 

t h a t  man important - p  one 

That important man o n l y . 

E a e  b o r ome g e m u - o ho . 

t h a t  man important one-p 

Tha t same important man . 

Without a deictic , - o h o  oc curs to draw part icular attention t o  

t h e  phrases so marked . This i s  especially t h e  case with neutrals ; for 
they have no funct ion marker such as the ab lat ive to draw attention t o  
their importance in the discourse . 

H u e  r a vo . 

garden weeded 

She weede d  the garde n .  

H u - oh o  r a vo . 

garden-p weeded 

She weeded t he garden .  

Prominence markers are useful in sett ing up ant itheses : 

H u e n - o h o  e j a h o n o v a j o  mue n - o h o  j ua h a m i n o v a j o .  

cousin-p used. t o . accept cousin-p used . to . rejec t  

The one cousin she u s e d  t o  accep t .  The o ther cousin 
she used to  rejec t .  

A spe c ial morphophonemic rule applies when a prominence marker 

is followed directly by another enc litic  beginning with a cons onant ; 

the final 0 of - o h o  becomes l u I . 
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- o h o  + - ro > - oh u - ro 

p + a b  > p - a b  

From this point onwards i n  this paper the prominence plus the 

immediately following enc litic will be written in the examples as a 

fused form : - oh u ro p . ab . 
The prominence marker is not fused with set ting enc l itics . How­

ever , the form - o h u ro ( homophonous with - oh u ro prominent ab lat ive ) or 

its  allomorph - o ro is subst ituted for enc litics indicat ing specific 

location or direc t ion ( - re or - r i a e or - i ae )  in imperat ive sentence s .  

- oh u ro may occur on deict ics , common nouns and adj ectives . - o ro may 

occur on common nouns and adj ective s . 

J o v - oh u ro v a ?o - n e . 

water-p . loc go - 2 . sg . fu . mp 

Go to the wat e r .  

A v e - h u ro r u e - n e ! 

this . here - p . loc come - 2 . sg .fu . mp 

Come here ! 

The prominenc e marker may oc cur twice on a s ingle string of en­

c litic s . 

M u e n - oh u n i - o h o  bogS  v a v a e n i ma d e j e !  

cousin-p . al-p n o t  miss 

He di d n o t  mi s s  h i s  cous i n !  

The prominence marker - o h u  t o  the left of the function c litic 

- n i indicates a spe c i fic cousin is  meant . The prominence marker t o  

t h e  right indicates the word is part of a negat ive c lause . 

The prominent marker may oc cur t o  the left of function markers 

to form a substant ive ( 1 3 . 3 ) . 

1 3 . 1 3  Num b e4 Enciitic4 

1 3 . 1 3 . 1  Dual Animate Associative - m u  

This s ignals that the noun t o  which i t  is  attached specifies one 

of the two animate partic ipant s . The partic ipant s may be ident ified 
by an immediately preceding plural pers onal pronoun or the other first 

part ic ipant may b e  ident ified by a preceding appel lat ive . The animate 

dual associat ive is  added only to app e llat ive nouns . The corre spond­

ing prominence-fused form - o h u m u  must be subs tituted on common nouns . 
A noun with - m u  mus t  be a member of a phrase which funct ions as c lause 
subj e c t . 

N o  mamo - m u  n i o ? i - ro v a ? - a r e j e .  

we mo ther-dual . as sociat ive two - ab go - l . p l . pa 

We two , incZuding mo t her, wen t .  
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N o  v e m - o h u m u  v a ? - a r e j e .  

we mother-p . dual . associat ive go - l . pl . pa 

We , inc luding mother, wen t . 

Ma t t h i a s v a v u - oh u m u  r o v a r e j e .  

Ma tthias father- p . dual . assoc iative t he y .  came 

Mat t hias and fat har b o t h  came . 

1 3 . 1 3 . 2  Plural Pronominal Associative - me 

This also s ignals accompaniment . It may be added only t o  

appel lat ive s . The prominence plura l  assoc iat ive mus t  b e  added t o  

common nouns . 

5 8 3  

m a mo - me 

mother-pronominal . assoc iat ive 

mother and o t h ers wi t h  her 

v e m - o h ume  

mother- p . pronominal . as soc iat ive 

mo t he r  and o thers wi t h  her 

M a mo mother i s  an appe llat ive noun and takes the pronominal 

associat ive - me ; veme  mother is a common noun and takes the prominence 

pronominal associat ive - o h ume . The pro nominal assoc iative t ake s the 

same endings as do free pronouns . 

M a m o - me - ro v a ? - a r e j e .  

mo ther-pronominal . assoc iat ive-ab t he y . went 

Mo ther and her associates wen t . 

mamo - me - s i s a ? a e  

mother-pronominal . as soc iat ive-gen land 

the land of mo ther and her peop le  

1 3 . 1 3 . 3  Exclusive Enclitic ( exc l )  - e m u  

Thi s  i s  a b ound allomorph of g e m u  o n e ,  o n l y .  Since the bound 
forms are restricted in occurrence , g e m u  marks exc lus ivene s s  elsewhere.  
-emu follows only neutral , ablat ive , and sett ing forms of noun phras e s .  

? a mo - r - e m u  h i j a d e j e .  

v i l lage - set-excl he . s tayed 

He did no t leave the  v i l lage . 

He s i  ? a m - e n i g e m u  u e h o r o v a d e j e 

h i s  v i l lage - al exc l he . thoug h t  

H e  t o o k  thoug h t  on ly  fo r h i s  v i l lage . 

The form - em u  is not added t o  appellat ive stems nor t o  any b ut 
monosyllabic  free pronouns . 
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n a - em u  

m e -exc l 

only  me 

An emphatic variant - remu  may be added t o  any pronominal form . 

m a mo - me - r e mu 

mother-pronominal . associative-emphatic . exc l 

o n l y  Mo ther and her friends 

Otherwise - remu  must be prominent , - o h u r e mu . 

� m u - o h u remu  u e h o r o v a d e j e .  

that work-p . emphatic . exc l he . t hought 

He devo ted a l l  his a t tention to that work .  

There i s  a unique ab lative-exclusive fused form , - re m u e r e m u , 

which oc curs only on free pronouns : 

N a - r e m u e r e m u  h u  g a v8 d e j e .  

I-ab . ex c l  him I . saw 

On ly I saw him. (or I saw him but he  didn ' t  see me . )  

1 3 . 2  P h r a s e s  

1 3 . 2 1 Noun Ph�a4 e4 

1 3 . 2 1 . 1  Modified Noun Phrase 

This cons ists  of a noun head plus up to three modifiers in the 

order to be named . Preceding the head may be deictic , genit ive , 

quali fier or noun ( the noun may be dependent or with setting , charac­

terizer , simulfactive or analogical c haracteri zer markers ) .  Following 

the head may be a qualifier , and a quanti fier . 

a ve n a s i m u  j a v u - o h o  

t h i s  m y  garden house-p 

my garden house here 

h e s i j a r u v o r e  j o - h o  

h i s  present ta l k- p  

his pre s e n t  speech 

d i  a s i s e - h o 

which person bad-p 

which bad p erso n ?  

1 3 . 2 1 . 2  Co-ordinate Noun Phrase 

This c onsists of a series of noun phrase s . I f  three or fewer , 
- 8  and may be suffixed t o  each phrase .  Or the free conj unct ion 8 and, 

or may occur between each phrase .  Only the context would dist inguish 
between a collect ion or alternat ive relationship . Especially in 

longer lis t s , however , the noun phrases are arranged paratact ically . 
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A c o-ordinate noun phrase is frequently summed u p  b y  a deictic such as 

e h o  ( e  t h a t  p lus - o h o  prominenc e ,  1 3 . 3 )  or e h i l i ke t ha t .  

G a b r i e l  Edwa r d  F ra n c i s  e h i v a ? a d e J e .  

Gabrie l  Edward Francis l i k e - that  wen t 

Gabrie l ,  Edward and Franci s  wen t .  

N u me r e  d e j o ro h o  e h o  B i P i  S S t i ms i p  j e v e . 

jus t .  down . there be hind those  BP and Steams hips t hey . are 

Thos e  bui l dings down b e hind are BP ' s  and Steamship ' s .  

1 3 . 2 1 . 3  Apposition Noun Phrase 

This cons i s t s  of an item plus apposit ion . Both may be noun 

phrase s . The first may be a noun , the second a pronoun to signal the 

person and number of the noun . The first may b e  a pronoun and the 

second a numeral . 

A i h e Be h e r i o  ? u a v a r e h u .  

man name Beherio t hey . 8aid. to . him 

They said to a man named Beheri o .  ( literally , a man name , Beheri o )  

J e f f re y  n a - r o  v a ? S d e j e .  

Jeffrey I-ab went 

I, J"effrey, wen t . 

Thes e  cons ist of a noun phrase or a t emporal axis followed by a 
postposit ive relator . 

a - e n i 

man - a l  

for a man 

tomorrow-al 

for tomorrow 

a man and n e r i  tomorrow are the axes and - e n i allat i�e is the relator . 

1 3 . 3  S u b s t a n t i v e s  

Single c lauses and relator-axis phrases may b e  semant ically em­

bedded des cript ive c lauses  which grammat ically have the same func t ion 
as a noun within a claus e . Sub stantives are formed when the prominence 
marker or the genit ive pronoun follows deictic stems : 

e - ho 

t h a t - p  

that  o n e  

e h e s i 

t h a t  i ts 

of t h a t  one 
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Substantives are formed also by adding prominence marker , genit ive 

pronoun , or various types of locat ion clitics  to adj ec tive stems , to 

genit ive s , a l lative s ,  characteristic , s imul fact ive and sett ing 

c l it i c s . Manner may occur on sett ing c l itic s . The ident ical func t ion 

suffix or c litic does not occur twice in a s ingle substant ive . For 

example , there may not be two genit ives or sett ing c litics  in one sub­

stantive . However , there may be a fused and unfused prominence marker 

in a sub stant ive . 

( a )  

( b ) 

b o rom- o h o  

big-p 

t he big one 

s i s e - ro 

bad-non . sp . set 

to/in a p Z ace where circums tances are bad 

( c )  M u e n - oh u n i - o h o  r u e  g o va r i - n o  ? a h a j o .  

cousin-p . al-p t here o u t s i de - surface spread 

The one for his cousin,  he 8pread out w i t h  
t h e  outs ide surface ( o n  t he ground) . 

( d )  ? a m o - r - e h i 

vi Z Zage- set -manner 

as i t  is in t he v i Z Z age 

In ( c )  the first prominent marker - o h u  indicates that the cousin is 

spe c i fic ; the second , - oh o ,  indicates a substantive in this context . 

m u e n o h u n i oh o  should be compared with the same comb ination of morphemes 

in 1 3 . 1 2 ,  final e xample . 

When adding c litic s , c ertain morphophonemic rules should be 

noted : 

( 1 )  - r i  ( weak I i i )  is first regularly suffixed to genit ive pronouns . 

n a - s i - r i - r e 

me-gen-nominali zer ( ? ) -sp . set 

at my p Zace 

( 2 )  The genit ive suffix of appellat ive nouns , - a re is composed of - a r i  

( weak Ii I ) genit ive plus - e  t erminator . Likewi se the s imulfact ives 
v a r i j e n e  and v a ? e n e  are composed of a stem ending in weak I i I  + - e  

terminator . 

J a s i amo  v a ? e n i - r e  h i j od ej e .  

your vi Z Zage Z i ke - set I . sat  

I was  in a v i Z Zage Z i ke yours . 
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M a m- a r i - re h i j e .  

mother - gen- sp . set h e . s i t s  

H e  i s  a t  mo t her ' s  p Zace . 

A p - a r - oh u ro v u o ?e j o .  

fa ther- gen-p . ab I . s ha Z Z . chew 

By means of fa ther ' s  I s ha Z Z  chew b e t e Z - n u t . ( i . e .  I wi Z Z  
use  father ' s  ( Z ime ) to chew the bete Z - n ut . ) 

( 3 )  The l e i  in - ? e  characterizer i s  reduced b efore a prominence en­
clitic and retained be fore a sett ing enc litic . 

J o vo - ? e - r e  v a ? a de j e .  

water - ch- sp . set he . went  

He went to a p Zace having wa t e r .  (i . e .  He went  
near the wa ter . ) 

V a b o ro - ? - o h u ro r o v a d e j e .  

wife - c h-p . ab he . came 

The one w i t h  a wife came . 

As many as two semant ic c lauses  may b e  represented by a single 

word and enc litic string . For example , a pa r l r o h o  in 

A p - a r i - r - o h o  u j u o h o  r o v o d e j e .  

father - gen-set -p take ( p lural ) I . came 

I brought the t hings which were at Father ' s  p Z ace . 

represents ( 1 )  things are a t  a p Zace and ( 2 )  the  p Zace be Zongs to  

Fat h e r .  

1 4 . 0  C L AU S E S  

1 4 . 1  T y p e s  

Two fundamental types of c lauses may b e  dist inguished o n  the 
basis of their grammatical subj ect . The subj ect is that e lement which 

bears on whether primary or secondary medial suffixe s will oc cur in 

c lause chains . It need not be the unmarked theme . 

For example , it might b e  thought that n a  is subj ect and i j e ro is 
grammatical means in the fol lowing sentence : 

N a  i j - e ro ? a n - e g - a d e - j e .  

I s ti c k - ab h i t- l . s g . ref-3 . sg . pa-aux 

I g o t  h i t  by a s t i c k .  

That i j e ro is subj ect is shown by the following secondary medial 
chain indic at ing same subj ect : 
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I j - e ro b e r u v e b i - romo ? a n - e g - a d e - j e .  

s tick-ab fa l l- sec h i t- l . s g . re f- 3 . sg . pa-aux 

A stick fe l l  and h i t  me . 

The two clause types are act ive and fact ive . 

1 4 . 1 1  Aeti v e  Clau4 e4 

The se charac teristically take an opt ional free act ive sub j e ct 

which may be marked by the ab lative enc litic  { - r o } . The act ive sub­

j e c t  suffixes in the verb refer t o  the c lause subj ect ( e xcept certain 

verb phrases 12 . 8 ) .  

Active c laus es may be further subdivided on the basis of other 

characteristic  part ic ipants . 

1 4 . 1 1 . 1  Intransitive C lauses 

The se are characterized by the ob ligatory ab sence of an obj ect 
and by the presence of an intransit ive verb . 

1 4 . 1 1 . 2  Transitive Clauses 

S i g o b - e ro  ? a j i omaj o .  

snake-ab wen t . up 

A snake went up . 

The se are characterized by one obj ect . If the sub j e c t  and ob ­

j e ct repres ent human part icipant s ,  the obj e c t  may be either direct or 

indirect according t o  the type of verb . A direct obj ect is always 

neutral . An indirect obj ect may be neutral or , in non narrative dis­

cours e ,  it may opt ional ly be expre s sed by an ob lique phrase :  noun 

phrase p lus the human locat ive o r i re .  In the fol lowing examples the 

oblique phrase is selected if it is ever permis sible . 

A - e ro  n a  g - e v - a de - j e .  

man - ab me s e e - l . s g . ref-3 . s g . pa-aux 

A man saw me . 

A - e r o  n a s i o r i r e  ? a n - e g - a d e - j e .  

man- ab my human . locative hit - l . s g . ref-3 . sg . pa-aux 
A man h i t  me . 

A - e ro  ? o h o  ? a n - a d e - j e .  

man-ab dog-p h i t - 3 . s g . pa-aux 

A man h i t  the dog .  



Highlights of Omie Morphology 

1 4 . 1 1 . 3  Ditransitive C lauses 

These contain both direc t  and indirect obj e c t s . 

A - e ro  v a v u - o h o  h a e  b o j - a m - a d e - j e .  

man- ab fa t he r- p  be te r . nu t  give - 3 . sg . re f- 3 . sg . pa -aux 

A man gave fat her b e te r - nu t .  

1 4 .  1 2  Fac�ive  Clau4 e4 

These never take a free act ive subject . Instead the subj e c t  i f  

expressed is neutral . The subj ect is marked in the verb by the direc t  

referent o r  the bene fact ive . 

Fac t ive c lauses are subdivided into three categories . 

1 4 . 1 2 . 1  unspeci fied Animate Descriptive C lause 

This is a c lause which describes the e xperience of an animate 

subj ect . The subj ect is the only neutral permitted in the c lause . 

Some animate descript ive verb phrases inc lude an adverbial dependent 

noun ( ov o  in the second examp le ) .  

N a  s a ? a - re  b e j - e v - a d e - j e .  

I ground- sp . set fa r r - l . s g . ref-pa-aux 

I fe r r  on the ground. 

Na ovo d u n - e g - e . 

I arm ache - l . sg . re f-pr 

I have an aching arm . 

1 4 . 1 2 . 2  Speci fied Animate Descriptive C lause 

Thi s  is characterized by two neutrals , the subj ect and the spec­

i fier . The speci fier i s  inanimate unless  the subj ect is first person 
and the verb is n i me r i ke or b i j o n i me di s rike . 

N a  j a  n - e g - e . 

I you want - l . s g . re f-pr 

I want y o u .  

N a  j o v e  j - e v - e . 

I water b e - l . s g . re f-pr 

I have wa t e r .  

1 4 . 1 2 . 3  Stative Equational C lause 

N a  j o ve b i j on - e g - e . 

I water di s ri ke - l . sg . ref-pr 

I don ' t  want wat e r .  

N a  m u - o h o  b a re j - e v - e . 

I work-p fin i s h - l . sg . ref-pr 

I 'm finished with the work . 

This always t akes a form of j i e � j e  be as predicate . I f  the 

comment i s  a noun phrase ,  a part iciple or an adj ect ive , the negat ive 

is placed b efore the c omment and e ither the prominence enc litic  - o h o  

o r  the intensive - e h u  is suffixed ; the di fference between the two en­
clitics  is not clear . 
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H u  b o g o  a e  m a - e h u j i - 0 - e .  

h e  n o t  man true - intens ive b e - 3 . sg . re f-pr 

He is  no t a true man . 

J o v - o h o  b o g o  b e  v a r i j e n - o h o  j i - � - e . 

water-p n o t  aross aptative-p b e - 3 . s g . ref-pr 

The water is no t aros s ib l e . 

S a ? a - h o  i j o- ? e  j i - e - e . 

land-p tre e - ch b e - 3 . sg . re f-pr 

The land is wi t h  trees  ( the land has tre e s ) . 

Otherwise the predicate is suffixed t o  the negat ive . 

I -o h o  b o g o - j i - e .  

food-p no t - is . 3 . sg . ref-pr 

There is no food.  

The predicate may b e  suffixed t o  other expre s si ons funct ioning 

as comment if the comment is emphat ic . 

I - o h o  i a - j e .  

food-p i n . fa a t - i s  

There ' s  aertainly foo d .  

I - o h o  i a e j i e .  

food-p in . fa a t  i s  

Ye s ,  t here i s  food.  

The direct referent usually shows cross reference with the sub­

j e c t . I f  there i s  a human locative phrase , the direct re ferent opt ion­

al ly agrees with it in person and number if affirmative and ob ligator­

i ly agrees with it if negative . The bene fact ive may oc cur on the verb 

and refer to the owner of the subj ect . 

S a ? a e  n a s i o r i r e j - e v - e .  

land my human . locat ive be - l . s g . re f-pr 

Land is in my posse s sion . 

J a s i i j o  b a j e  j - a h - e . 

your tree frui t  be - 2 . sg . b en-pr 

There is money fo r y o u .  

A n y  o f  the c lause types may a l s o  contain a temporal , accompani­

ment , locative and telic express ion . Active c laus es may take bene­
factive . Active and a few animate descriptive c lauses take manner and 

means . However ,  the maximum number of e lements in addition to the 

predicate i s  three . Also , modal part i c le s  such as n a n i perhap s ,  n a  

interrogat ive , b o g o  negat ive and the affirmative i a e aertain ly,  in 

faa t ,  may be included . Howeve r ,  they should be dis cussed on a leve l 

higher than c laus e . 
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Ab lat ive Sub j ect 

Number of Present 

Neutral Forms 

0 int rans it ive 

I transit ive 

2 ditrans i t ive 

± comment - -

Abs ent 

- -

animate des-
cript ive 

spe c i fied 
animate 
descript ive 

stat ive-
equat ional 

CHART 7 :  SU��RY OF CLAUSE TYPES 
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The usual order , unmarked for theme i s  a s  follows : temporal , 

followed b y  subj ect , accompaniment or indire ct obj ect , and direct  ob­

j e ct or comment . These are followed by the other express ions listed 

and finally by the predicat e . However ,  an animate obj ect precede s an 

inanimate sub j e c t . 

N a  k a e j o - e ro n e m- e v - a d e - j e .  

me knife - ab hurt- l . sg . ref-3 . s g . pa-aux 
I got hurt with  a knife . 

In subordinate c lauses , nouns have the following pecularities : 

Act ive subj e c t s  are marked by - e h u  intens ive . Locat ives are never 
marked by t he non-specific setting - ro o  Prominence marker is used 
only to mark de finitene s s . Other nouns are dependent . 

a - e h u  m i  ? a n - e ? - o h o  . . .  

man- intens ive game ( dependent ) ki Z Z -pf-p 

if the man k i Z Zs game . . .  

1 4 . 2  I n f o rma t i o n Ma r k i n g  

1 4 . 2 1 GeneAal Rule4 

Theme or given informat ion , and informat ion focus or new informa­

t ion are marked by variat ion of enc litics  and shift ing of word order . 

Theme i s  marked by the prominence marker - o h o  and t ends t o  be early in 
the c lause . Informat ion focus oc curs later in the c l ause . In the 

first e xample the re gular word order and use of enc litics  show that a l l  
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the informat ion is new . In the second t he temporal j a r u v o  today i s  

marked by - o h o  for theme . In the third sentence , the sub j e c t , a e  man , 

is the theme because - o h o  replaces the ab lat ive - e ro  and the temporal 

j a r u v o  is new information because it is shifted nearer to the end of 

the clause . 

J a r u vo a - e ro r ov - a d e - j e .  

today man -ab come - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

Today a man came . 

A - h o  j a r u vo r o v - a d e - j e .  

man-p today come - 3 . s g . pa-aux 

The man came today. 

J a r uv - o h o  a e  g e mu - e ro r o v - a d e - j e .  

today-p man one - ab come - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

Today, on ly one man came . 

1 4 . 2 2 Sp�cial Rul�� 

( 1 )  When a medial or final c lause is negat ive in sens e , or i s  

part of a n  information question , - o h o  prominence is normally suffixed 

to all e xpre ss ions other than the information interrogat ive phrase 

itself , part icles  and appellat ive or pronoun stems . The predicate i s  

e xc luded from t h i s  rule unless it i s  embedded a s  a substant ive in a 

ne gat ive or elicitation c lause . 

R a b u  s u v o r - e  o s a - r - o h o  b a ma h a d e j e .  

what gift - t  house- set-p . put .  for .  you 

Wha t gift did he put aside for you in the house ? 

B o g o  h u - ?o n a - ? - o h o  r o v a r e j e .  

n o t  he-and I-and-p came 

Nei ther he nor I came . 

D e h i - ? - am u  b u re r - o h o  r o v a d e j e 7  

how- happen- pa . prim quick l y -p came 

How is i t  t h a t  he came quick ly ? 

( 2 )  The act ive subj ect and means require spec ial note . In chang­

ing from an affirmat ive to a negat ive or information interrogat ive the 

fol lowing rules apply : - e ro ablat ive becomes - o h o  prominence .  However , 

- ro ablat ive , - e r - e mu ab lative-exc lusive , or an unmarked act ive subj ect 

of the type a e  man , all remain unchanged . 

- o h o . 

( 3 )  I f  the negative is emphat ic , - e h u is substituted for the 

E mag o n a h - oh u ro b o g o  r o v - a d e - j e .  

t h a t  woman-p . ab n o t  come - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

Tha t woman didn ' t  come . 

N a  a v e  h i - romo u e h o r o v - a j - e j o  d e h i o r - o h o  v a ? o- j oe n i .  

I t hi s .  here s i t - se c  t hink - l . sg . pr-quo how road- E.( by means o f )  
go-for . t h e . sake . of 

"I am s i t t i ng here thinking, for what way/means of e scape i s  t here ? "  
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Ae b o g o  r o Y - e . 

person n o t  aome - 3 . s g . pr 

No one i s  aoming. 

Bogo  rn a g o n a h - e h u  r o v - a d e - j e .  

n o t  woman- intensive aome - 3 . sg . pa-aux 

It wasn ' t  a woman who aame . 

( 4 )  In purpose c lauses , the ab lat ive is unaffected unless  the 

c lause on which it depends is ne gat ivi zed . Compare a e ro and a h o : 

N a  ? u a ? e j o a - e ro b o g o  ? a mo - r - o h o  r ue - j o ro .  

I wi l l .  t a l k .  to . him man -ab n o t  v i l lage- set -p aome - impos ed . wi l l  

I wi l l  t a l k  t o  h i m  so t ha t  a man may no t aome to t h e  
v i l lage . 

N a  b o g o  ? u a ? e j o a - h o  r u e - j o ro .  

I n o t  wi l l .  t a l k .  t o .  him man-p aome - imposed . wi l l  

I wi l l  n o t  speak to h i m  for a man to aome . 
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( 5 )  A c l ause with the animate specified descript ive verb b o g o j i e  

n o t - have behaves as i f  it were a posit ive statement , perhaps on the 

analogy of such spe c i fied descript ive verb s as b i j on i me not like or 

d a d i ve not know . We should expect the neutral form j a v u e  t o  take 
- o h o : 

N a  j a v u e  b o go - j - e v - e . 

I house n o t -be - l . s g . ref-pr 

I don ' t  have a hous e . 

There are other special rules or except ions to the general rules 

given above but these have not yet been studied in detail .  

1 5 . 0  T E X T 

Thi s  is a short story narrated by Si las , a man aged ab out s ixty 

years , from Asapa vi l l age . 

N a s i a po - r o  e h i maj - e h i j - a d e - j e .  A p o - r o  

m y  father-ab l i ke . t h i s  te l l - l . s g . re f- 3 . s g . pa-aux fa ther-ab 

i a e r u e r e  G u r i n o j o vo- r e  h i - ? i  

aertain ly t ha t . jus t . o v e r . t here Gurino water-sp . set s tay - intent ive 

? u - a v - o  s a e mo r o  

s ay - 3 . s g . re f- 3 . s g . pa poinaiana . tree v i a i n i t y - sp . set Jajejo 

? u - a v - o  j o v - e  b e - romo ? a j i o  i m- e  ? i o  

say - 3 . sg . re f- 3 . sg . pa water-t ford- sec go . up . and sugaraan e - t  ge t .  and 
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r ue - n - e j o .  l a e ? a j i om - o .  

come - 2 . s g . fu . imp-quo certai n ly Jajejo-ab go . up- 3 . s g . pa 

? a j i om- a d - o h o  i m- o h o  ? i o - r omo i a e r u v e b i j - o .  

go . up - 3 . sg . pa-p sugarcan e - p  g e t - sec  certainly come . down- 3 . s g . pa 

R u ve b i j - a mu g a - go ro r u e r e  

come . down ( act ive . verb ) -pa . prim see -perr.eptual t ha t . jus t . o v e r . there 

E b u  ? a h - a j  i - r e  i a e  b e j  - a m u - go 

Ebu fa l l - 3 . sg . pr-sp . set certain ly fa l l ( factive . verb ) -pa . prim-prim . re l 

n a  V o vomo - ro r u e - r omo i a e b a e - romo v a ? - o . B a e - romo 

then Mamama-ab come - s e c  certai n ly t ak e - s e c  go - 3 . s g . pa take- sec 

v a ? - a m u  g a - g o ro N 8n a - ro  r 8 r i a e h i j - a d - e r o e 

go-pa . prim see -perceptual Nona-ab jus t . o v e r . there s i t - 3 . s g . pa-ab that  

h uj e j - oh o  j i j o - romo 

s ti c k - p  tak e - s e c  

i a e r8 Vovomo b a  

certain ly come . and Mamama emphasis 

? a n - e - ? i  r u e - romo ? u - a v - o  J a j e j o  

h i t - p f-temporal . nei ghbourhood come - se c say - 3 . sg . re f- 3 . sg . pa Jajejo 

b a e - r omo v a ? - a n e  j - a v - a j e  roh u n a  b a e j - e v - e j o .  

take - s e c  go- 2 . sg . pa be - 2 . s g . re f- 3 . sg . pr s o  me take - l . sg . ref-2 . s g .  

E h i - ? o  v a ? o  r o h u  r u e  i on i - r e 

immediate . imp . quo l i ke . that-do . and go . and then there side - sp . set 

r a v8 j 8mo- romo r u a e  ? a j i o  h i j - o .  V a e ve ? e  v a b o r - o h o  

s tep . up- sec there go . up . and s taY- 3 . s g . pa to . be . pi tied wife - p  

j 8 v - e r o  b a - v a ? - o . 

water-ab take-go - 3 . s g . pa 

Free Translation : 

N a s i j o - ho i a e b a r e j - e . 

my s tory - p  certai n ly fin i s h - 3 . sg . pr 

My father, Nona, to ld me a s tory like t hi s .  When father was 

s taying j u s t  over a t  the Gurino s t ream, near the poinciana tre e,  he 

spoke . He said to his wife ,  "Jajejo,  cro s s  the ri ver, go up, and 

bring s ome s ugarcane . "  

We l l , Jajejo did tha t . She went up , go t the sugarcane and came 

down w i t h  i t .  Howe ver, she fe l l  i n t o  the water at the Ebu waterfa l l  

and the Mamama river came and swep t her away . 

Nona had been s i t ting c lo s e  by when he s aw her carrie d  away . 

He go t up , took a particular s ti c k ,  and came i n t o  the rive r .  A s  he 

waded, he h i t  the water and said, "You have carried Jajejo away ; 

there fore take me . " He di d that  as he wen t .  Then h e  s teppe d  up on 

t o  the bank, went up there and s tayed.  A s  for his  poor wife ,  s h e  was 

carri ed away by the  ri v e r .  That ' s  the end of m y  s tory .  
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NOTES 

1 .  See Dut ton ( 19 6 9 , especially pp . 7 4 -7 6 )  for further details . Note, 

however , that since that monograph was written , the spelling of the 

language has been changed from Aomie to Omie . 

2 .  Research into the Omie language was first b egun by A lan and 

Minnie Tobitt of the Summer Institute o f  Linguistics  between 1 9 6 3  and 

1 9 6 5 . Since then their work has been cont inued by John and June 

Austing in co-operation with one of the present authors , Mr . Rando lph 

Upia of Asapa village . This res earch has been supported in part by a 

grant from the Research Fund of the Papua New Guinea Branch o f  the 

Summer Ins titute of Linguistic s . In this study , use was made of a 

concordance of Omie text materials made on the IBM System/360  computer 

at the University of Oklahoma under a j oint proj ect of the Summer 

Institute of Linguistics and the University of Oklahoma Research 

Institut e ,  spons ored by Grant GS- 9 3 4  of the Nat ional Sc ience 

Foundat ion . We are indebted to Charles Peck and June Aus t ing of the 

Summer Institute of Linguistics  for their help in preparing this 

paper . 

3 .  The phonemic analy sis in the present paper differs only s lightly 

from that des cribed b y  A .  and M.  Tob itt , " Aomie Phonemes " , unpub li shed 
manuscript ( Ukarumpa : Summer Institute of Linguistic s ) .  

4 .  / 0 /  [ a ]  in the Asapa dialect corresponds t o  the sound [ � ]  in ex­

amples checked from the Zuwadza dialec t .  

Zuwadza English Asapa 

[ a h a ?o ] many * [ a h a ? o ]  > [ a h o ? o ]  

[ s i n a l  skin [ s i n a l  

[ ue h a ra&a ]  think [ u e h a r a &a ]  

The phonetic Zuwadza data i n  this paper were colle ct ed from Wora 

vi llagers who were visit ing Asapa . 

5 .  Except ions : The final / e /  on i a e is - e  terminat or . i a e certain ­

ty may be sub stant ivized by adding a prominence marker - oh o : i a h o  the 

person t here . The charac terizer - ? e may be added t o  bogo s o  that it 

functions as a c lause comment adj ect ive . 

l oh o  b o g o - ? e - j e .  

food not- characterizer-is 

There i s n ' t  any food. 
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6 .  - vo is not discussed in this paper . However it occurs opt i onally 

on potent ial , temporal ne ighbourhood and perceptual medial re lators . 

It may also oc cur on a11at i ve enclitics . 

7 .  When the princ ipal c lause verb re fers to the past t ime , the tenses 

of the sett ing c l ause verb are peculiar in that they indicate time 

relat ionship to that of the principal c lause . Thus v a ? a j i r e in the 

example is present tense be cause the act ion is simult aneous with that 

of the principal clause verb v a ? o . 

8 .  Two features about this examp le should be noted . ( 1 )  - ro h  3 p 1  i s  

a n  abbreviated form of - ? i r o h ; ( 2 )  Although the proj ected aspect i s  

used , this construct ion di ffers from the medial purpose in that the 

auxiliary j i e ? e ro  being may opt ionally oc cur here . In a purpose con­

struction j i e ? e ro  could not occur . 

9 .  Robert C .  Thurman in "Chuave Medial Verb s "  ( MS . , Summer Institute 

o f  Lingui s t i c s ) describes chaining as follows : "True chaining oc curs 

only in the New Guinea Highlands where it serves to chain together a 

sequence o f  c lauses by predict ing the subject  of the next c lause . The 

emphasis of chaining , then , is on the j oining of a number of c lauses 

in chronological sequence . "  

1 0 . Sometimes the secondary medial i s  e xpressed by the verb s tem or a 

fragment of it . Howeve r ,  it i s  beyond the scope of this paper t o  dis­

cuss this . 

11 . This is a nocturnal furred animal which lives in a burrow in the 

ground near water , but which has not yet been spec i fically ident ified . 

12 . Thurman , op . c it . : " Linking , in Longacre ' s  words , ' basically con­

sists  in repeat ing , paraphras ing , or re ferring in some manner at the 

ons e t  of a succeeding sentence t o  the whole or part of the preceding 

sentence ' ( 19 6 8 ) . In mos t  i f  not all instances , linking seems to be a 

cohes ive devi ce that the speaker can use t o  thematize parts of his 

dis course ( Hal liday 1967 ; Vachek 1 9 66 ) . "  See Austing ( n . d . ) for se­

mantic relations s ignalled by linkage in Gmie . 

1 3 . Not included here (because its  range is not fully understood ) is 
- oh a ro because y o u  are or in your ro Ze  as , which appears t o  occur only 
on common nouns functioning as 2nd person sub j e ct of c lauses ; e . g . , 
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H a r i h - o h a r o  ? a j a m i ? i b e j - a n e  i ae m a e  j i o ? i be j o .  

son- i n . your . ro le . as wou ld. he lp . him- 2 . sg certai n l y  good wou l d . be 

If you would he lp him as  a son s hou l d, i t  wou l d  be good. 

1 4 . These enc litics are discussed more fully in Aust ing ( n . d . ) ,  al­

though the terminology used in that de�cription is  somewhat different 

from that used in the present art i c le . In part icular the terms neu- ­

tral and act ive subj ect replace the terms ergative and nominat ive 

respect ively in the earlier account . 



B I B L I OGRAPH Y 

AUSTING , John 

n . d .  " Semantic Relationships in 6mie . "  To appear in Lang uag e 

Vata . 

DUTTON , T .  E .  

1 9 6 9  T h e  Peo pling 0 6  Cent�al Papua : S o m e  P�elimina�y Ob4 e�vatio n4 . 

Canberra : Pac ific Lingui stic s , Series B No . 9 .  

5 9 8  

Austing, J. and Upla, R. "Highlights of Ömie Morphology". In Dutton, T.E. editor, Studies in languages of Central and South-East Papua. 
C-29:513-598. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1975.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C29.513 
©1975 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	John Austing and Randolph Upla�513
	Highlights of mie Morphology.

