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1 . 0 I NT RO DU C T I ON 

1 . 1 Mountain Koiali is a member language of the Koiarian Language 

Family of Central Papua . l It is spoken by approximately 3700  speakers 

scattered over the southern and northern s lopes of the Owen Stanley 
Range of the Central and Northern District s ,  Papua . This paper des

cribes the principal grammat ical features of the dialect spoken in and 

around the vil lage of Efogi in t he headwaters of the Brown River . 2 

1 . 2 In the forthc oming des cript ion the fol lowing orthographic sym

bols and abbreviat ions will be used : 

1 . 2 1  O��hog�aphy 

The following symbols are used to represent twe lve consonant and 

five vowel phonemes , which contrast in the fol lowing analagous or 

ident ical environment s :  

Phoneme 
Con-tJuu..u 

t//d 

g//k 

b//v 

g//h 

k//h 

t//s 

1 //5 

1 //d 

m//n 

i //e 

i //u 

ella 

e//o 

a//o 

u//o 

Examplu 

fatal peopLe /ada/ hand 
/go i anu/ burnt /koi anu/ tear down 
/bata/ moon /vata/ ground 

/vagana/ wet season / l ahanu/ sLeep 

/korro/ here /horro/ z·oofing Leaf 

/tava/ beLow /sava/ wet 

/ l avanu/ to weed /savanu/ to be wet 

/ l ut i /  abdomen /dut i /  asparagus-Like pLant 

/mama/ father /nana/ oLder brother 

/ i v i /  name / i ve/ seed 

/ i ve/ seed /uve/ banana 

/vate/ skin /vata/ ground 

/eno/ neck /ono/ what 

/dabanu/ coLd /dobanu/ to faLL 

/tu/ nape /to/ dog 

1 . 2 2 A b b�ev�a��o n� 

1st 

2nd 

first person 

second person 

3rd 

A 

[ t ] ; [ d ]  

[9 ] ; [ k ]  

[ b ] ; [".] initially 
[�] medially 

[9 ] ; [x]  initially 
[�] medially 

[ k ] ; [x ]  initially 
[�] medially 

[ t ] ; [ 5 ]  initially 
[ z ] 
[ f ] medially 

[ 1 ] ;  [ 5 ]  initially 
[ z ] 
[ � ] medially 

[ 1 ] ;  [ d ]  

[m] ; [ n ]  

[ i  l ;  [e ]  

[ i ] ;  [ u ]  

[ e ] ; [ a ]  

[ e ] ; [0] 

[ a ] ; [0] 

[ u ] ; [0] 

third person 

Axis 
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Add P 

App P 

Att NP 

adj 

app 

Ben 

Ben P 

Cl 

clt 

conn 

coord 

dem 

emph 

equat 

excl 

fc 

fut 

H 

imp 

incl 

ind 

Ind Equat Cl 

inst 

intran 

Listing NP 

loc 

Loc P 

man 

med 

mnm 

mod 

n 

neg 

nom 

nom adj 

2 . 0  S T EMS  

Additive Phrase 

Appositional Phrase 

Attributive Noun Phrase 

adj ective 

apposition 

Benefactive 

Benefactive Phrase 

Clause 

clitic 

connector 

coordinate 

demonstrative 

emphatic 

equative 

exclusive 

future continuous 

future 

Head 

imperative 

inclusive 

indicative 

Indicative Equative Clause 

instrument 

intransitive 

Listing Noun Phrase 

locative 

Locative Phrase 

manner 

medi al tense marker 

modified noun marker 

modifier 

noun 

negative 

nominaliser 

nominalised adj ective 

.!. 

2 . 1  G e n e r a l 

np 

N Cl 

NP 

Nom Cl 

nuc 

num 

obj 

Obj Coord P 

pl 

plo 

pls 

poss 

Poss NP 

pred 

pres 

pro 

prog 

qm 

quan 

R 

sing 

sm 

spec 

spm 

st 

subj 

Subj Coord P 

Subj QP 
t 

Time P 

tran 

v 

vol 

wd 

+ 

optional 

4 1 7  

noun proper 

Noun Clause 

Common Noun Phrase 

Nominalised Clause 

nucleus 

numeral 

obj ect 

Obj ect Coordinate Phrase 

plural 

plural obj ect suffix 

plural subj ect 

possessive 

Possessive Noun Phrase 

predicate 

present 

pronoun 

progressive 

query marker 

quanti fier 

Relator 

singular 

subj ect marker 

specifier 

subj ect plural marker 

stem 

subject 

Subj ect Coordinate Phrase 

Subj ect Query Phrase 

tense 

Time Phrase 

transitive 

verb 

volitional 

word 

obligatory 

A distinc t ive feature of the Mountain Koiali language is that 

there is only one derivat ional suffi x ,  the nominalis ing suffix - ve ,  
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which is itself homophonous with the third person singular possess ive 

suffix - Ye o  ( Various non-verbal stems are verbalised s imply by the 
addit ion of verbal inflect ional suffixes . )  

2 . 2  De r i v e d  N o u n  S tems  

The suffix - ve nomina Z i s er is added to adj ectives , demonstrative 

pronouns , and locatives , t o  produce the related noun-stems : 

Adj ectives : 
i s  u heavy t oe l a  bad 

i s u - ve the heavy one t oe l a - ve the bad one 

Demonstrative Pronouns : 

k o  this ke that 

k o - v e  here k e - ve there 

Locat ive s : 
v a v a  beside i a behind 

v a va - ve the p Z ace b e s i de i a - ve the p Z ace behind 

The suffixes - ve ,  third person singular possessor , and - e a b e , 

third person plural possessor , are added t o  certain verb stems t o  

make abstract noun stems : 

v a b u a  to fear 

v a b u - ve his fear 

v a b u -eabe their fe ar 

u v u a  

u v u - v e 
to be sad 

his  sadness 

n e g o a  to b e  s trong 

n e g o - ve his s trength 

n e g o e - eabe their s trength 

v a h a e h o a  to be happy 

v a h a e h o - ve his happine ss  

u v u - ve - u  u o h o l i - s eg e  v a h a e h o - ve - u  l oh o - n - u  

sad- h i s - sm fin i s h -when happy - h i s - sm come - s ing-past 

When his s adne s s  fin i s hed, his happine s s  came . 

Note that in the first set of e xamp le s  above , i . e .  the adj ec

tives , demonstrat ive pronouns , and locative s , the meaning of possess

ion is absent , and the - ve is never replaced by the - e a b e . For these 

reasons , that - ve was said to b e  a nominalis ing suffi x .  Howeve r ,  be
cause of its  c lose parallelism with the c learly possessive suffixe s 
on the verb s tems , it would be possible to consider the nominalls ing 
suffix - ve as the pos sessive suffi x ,  also , by saying that it loses its 

possess ive meaning on adj ectives , demonstrative pronouns , and loca
t ives . 
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2 . 3  D e r i v e d  V e rb S tems  

419 

Most adj ect ive and noun stems are made into verb stems by t he 

addit ion of verb inflec tional affixes , inc luding even the medial-verb 

forms . 

ko l i a - n - u  
husband- sing-past 

got a husband/married 

e g e a - n - u 

ta H - s ing-part 

Was ta l l  

v e n e a - n - u  
firewood- sing-pas t 

go t firewood 

t a e a - n - u  
whi te - sing-past 

was whi te 

When t he stem does not end in l a / , as in ege t a l l ,  an lal  is 
added to the stem when verbal suffixes are present . 

2 . 4  R e d u p l i c a te d  S tems  

There are only a few reduplicated stems in Mountain Koiali . 

( i )  Redup l i c a t e d  Noun S t ems 

u k o l i ko l i e terna l life 

( i i )  R e d up l i c a t e d  V e r b  S t ems 

d i koh a to sp l i t  v i l i a t o  go around 

d i kod i koh a to sp l i t  in v i l i v i l i a to go around 
many p laces many times 

2 . 5  Comp o u n d  V e r b  S tems  

There is  a small  class of verb stems that appear t o  b e  compound 

verb stems cons i s t ing of two stems , the second of which is t i  to go . 
However , when the se compound stems have p lural subj ect s , the allo

morphic adj ustment is  different from that of the isolated verb stem 

t i to go . 

e s e - t i 
chi ld-go 
s tumb le 

e s e - l u v i  
chi ld-go . p lural . subj ect  

(man y )  stumb l e  

2 . 6  B o r rowe d S tems 

h e va - t i  
down-go 
de s cend 

h e v a - l u v i  
down - go .  p lural . subj ect  

(many ) de scend 

Mountain Koiali often borrows stems from Mot u ,  Pidgin , and 

English and inflects them as normal Mountain Koiali stems . 
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3 . 0  W O R D S  

( i )  Borrowed N o u n  S t ems 
b e  l e i  d i bread 

va l a m i s i  flying machine/airp lane 

ko t a  court 

m i s i n i  mission/machine 

b u l a week « Motu p u r a wee k ) 

k u l u kunai grass  « Motu k u r u k u r u  sword gras s )  

g a b u  p l ace « Motu g a b u  p lace ) 

( i i )  Borrowed Verb S t ems 
ko t a n u  t o  go/take t o  court 

s e k i h a n i a  s hake hands 

s e n i s i a  to change 

b a d u a  t o  b e  angry « Motu b a d u  angry ) 

d i b a to know « Motu d i b a know ) 

bo l o  k i k i a  to kiok the b a l l  

h a u k a l a  to work « Motu g a u k a r a  to work ) 

l a b a n a  t o  hunt « Motu l a b a n a  t o  hun t ) 

Word c lasses in Mountain Koiali are as follows : nouns , adj ec

t ives , verb s , numerals , adverbs , pronouns , interrogat ive s , temporals ,  

locat ives , and connectives . 

3 . 1  N o u n s  

Nouns oc cur a s  fi l lers o f  the Head s lots o f  Noun Phrases and 

take the third person possess ive suffixes . 3 There are two c lasses o f  
nouns : regular nouns and kinship nouns . The kinship nouns take a 

first order p lural marker , - u v u , that the regular nouns do not take . 

3 . 1 1  Reg ula� No un4 : 

regular noun = regular noun nucleus ± possessive marker 

non-k inship  - ve hi s/he r/i ts 

noun s tems - e a b e  their 

o - ve 
hous e -his  

his  house 

o - e a b e  
hous e - their 

their house 

o-e d u a  
4 

house -mnm good 

good house 
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o - ve d u a 
hous e - hi s  good 

his  good house 

3 .  1 2  K�n4 h�p Noun4 : 

o - e a b e  d u a  
hous e - t h e i r  good 

their good house 

kinship noun = + kinship noun nuc leus ± kinship p lural ± posses sive marker 

k i n s h i p  

n o u n  s t ems 

n e i n a - v e  
mother-his 

his  mo ther 

3 . 2  Adj e c t i v e s  

- u v u  plural s 

n e i n - u v u - e a b e 
mother- s - t h e i r  

t h e i r  mo t hers 

- ve his/her/i ts 

-eabe their 

n e i n - u v u - e  d u a 
mother-s -mnm good 

good mo thers 

4 2 1  

Adj ectives are uninfle cted and e xpound the modifying s lot in 

Noun Phrase . In mos t  text s ,  few or none oc cur . In conversation , 

adj ectives are more frequently found , b ut it is more frequent t o  put 

the adj ect ive in a verbal form in a separate c lause . 

o - e  toe l a  
hous e - mnm bad 

bad house 

o t oe l a n u  
house good.  was 

the house was good 

3 . 3  V e r b s  

3 . 3 1 Ge.ne.lta.£. 

i d i - e i s  u 
tre e - mnm heavy 

he avy tree 

i d i i s ua nu 
tree he avy . was 

the tree was heavy 

Verb s expound Predicate s lots of Transitive and Intransit ive 
C lause Types and are inflected with verb suffixe s . Except for the 

obj ect-number-marker s uffix which occurs only in the trans it ive verb s , 
both t rans it ive and intransit ive verb s take the same suffixe s . Dif

ferent sets of suffixe s , however , dist inguish between Dec larat ive and 
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Imperative Mode s . Each set of suffixes will be presented and dis

cussed separate ly . 

3 . 3 2 Ve�b4 in �he Veeia�a�ive Mode  

3 . 3 2 . 1  General Structure 

Verb s in this mode have the structure shown in Chart 1 .  In 

this schema brackets around t obje c t  number marker are used to dis

tingui sh between the structure of t rans itive and intransitive verb s 

as already noted . That is , intrans it ive verbs never contain an ob

j ect number marker s lot ( since they do not have obj ects ) ,  transit ive 

verbs alway s do , except for the cases noted later . 

+ verb 
!. subject e Obj ect) 

!. verb !. num number number !. neg + tense 

The 

as 

For 

nucleus marker marker manner ( subj ) 

- l i vebene witt  not 

-u past 

- i a l e  med . nom. -n 
who sing 

- I  - i ege if 

verb - { I aha} -eve 
pI (med ) 

stem they/ them/ numeral -ho I I 
you/we you/us 

not 
-ata for a 

time (med ) 

- ma  continuous 

- i future 

-ge i continuous future 

-ge when (med ) 

etc .  

CHART 1 :  THE MORPHOLOGY OF VERBS I N  THE DECLARAT IVE MODE 

re st of the list of the morphemes that expound the tense s lot 
follows : 

- s e g e  whi te - a l e  who ( nominal ) 
- I a g e Whenever/anytime - ma l e  prog who ( nominal ) 
- I  i ve i n tending to - ve v e  future who ( nominal ) 
- i and ( medial ) - a l e  
- i me - ma l e } + l u a be cau8e 80 - ve v e  

e xamples see Sect ion 6 . 0  below . 

is 
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3 . 3 2 . 2  Subj ect Number Marker 

The p lural subj ect  suffix in the sub j ect number marker s lot has 

several allomorphs which replace parts of the preceding verb stem . 

The most frequent al l omorph is - l a h a  which replaces the final l a l  of 

a verb stem that ends with a vowel p lus l a / . 

d i  
I 

ago  t o t oa - n - u  
c lo thes was h- sing-past 

I washed c lo t he s  

d i  emoa- i 
I was h- fut 

I wi l l  wash (my s e l f) 

n o  
we 

ago  t o t o - l a h a - l - u 
c lo thes was h - p l s -pl-past 

we washed c lo thes  

a b u  emo- l a h a - i 
they wash-pls-fut 

they wi l l  wash ( t hemse lves ) 

Another allomorph is - v - which rep laces the Iml in many verbs 

that end with Iml plus a vowe l . 

d i  l a m i - n - u  
I s t and- sing-past 

I s tood 

no l a - v - i - l - u 
we s tand-p l s - -pI-past 

we s tood 

The - l a h a  and - v - allomorphs never co-oc cur with the p lural ob
j ec t  suffix . If the plural obj ect suffix is  present , the unmarked 

form of the verb stem oc curs . 

Many other verb stems t ake other allomorphs of the plural sub

j e c t  suffi x .  As mentioned earlier , the compound verb stems whose last 

component is the verb stem t i  to go t ake a special allomorph , - l u v i , 
which rep laces the t i . 

h a t i die h a - l u v i  die-pI 

e s e t i  s t umb le e s e - l u v i  s t umb l e - p I  

Other verb stems t ake other a llomorphs : 

l a h a  s leep l a - d e ve s leep-pI 

hove l a h a  g e t  up h o v e - d e v e  ge t up - p I  

ve l ema  arrive ve l e - h o vo arri ve - p I  

b e l e ma me e t  b e l e - h o vo mee t- p I  

In general , these other allomorphs of the  p lural subj ect  suffix 
may co-oc cur with the p lural obj ect suffi x , if the verb stem is  a 
transit ive verb stem . ( Most of the verb stems above are intransit ive . )  

3 . 3 2 . 3  Obj ect Number Marker 

The obj e ct number marker s lot oc curs only in t ransit ive verbs 

and has as its only exponent the morpheme - e ve , plural obj ect . - e ve 
usually occurs with p lural obj e c t s , but somet imes doe s not as with a 
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collective type noun such as ogo  c Zothes  or i d i  wood. However , with 

the addition of plural numerals such as ogo mo a g a  many cZothes  or i d i  
a b u i  two pieces of wood , the plural obj ect suffix would always oc cur . 

The pre sence of - e ve causes certain allomorphic adj ustments as fol

lows : 

( 1 )  When the - e v e  follows a I h a l  syllab le , the l a l  is 

dropped and the I h l  is replaced with a non-fricat ive 

I g / . 

e l e h a - n - u  
s e e - sing-pas t 

saw one . . .  

u a h a - n - u  
b i t e - s ing-past 

bite  one . • .  

e l e g - e v e - n - u  
s e e - p lo-s ing-past 

saw many . . .  

u a g - e ve - n - u  
b i t e - p lo-s ing-past 

bite  many . • .  

( 2 )  Often , when the - e ve follows an open syllable whose 

initial consonant is Iml or l v I , the open syllab le 

is dropped and the - e ve is reduced to - ve . 

e h oma - n - u  
fo Z Z ow- sing-past 

fo nowed one . . .  

e h o - ve - n - u  
fo Z Zow-plo-sing-past 

fo nowed many . . .  

( 3 )  When - e ve follows an le i l  sequence , it becomes -ove . 

be i - n - u  
weave - sing-past 

wove one . . .  

be i - o ve - n - u  
weave -p lo-sing-past 

wove many . . .  

( 4 )  When the syllab le be fore - e ve ends with a vowel plus 

l a l , the l a l  is dropped . 

t o t o a - n - u  
was h- sing-past 

wash one . . .  

3 . 3 2 . 4  Verb Manner 

t o t o - e ve - n - u  
wash-plo-s ing-past 

wash many . . .  

The verb manner s lot is expounded by a small c lass of numeral 

words , which otherwi se occur in the Quantifier s lot of a Noun Phrase , 
but here occur bound within the verb with related adverbial meanings . 
The list of numerals inc ludes ( with their adj ect ival meanings and 

their adverbial meanings ) :  

i g a e  
a b u i  

one, once 
two, twice 
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a b u i t a i g a i t a three, three times 

a b u i t a a b u i t a four, four times 

b a l u g a  big,  much 

s e l eve  t r u e ,  reat ty 

moa g a  many , many times 

mo l e  o ther, ano ther time/again 

u n a h a  on ty 

t i - a b u i t a - n - u v a  - mo I e a - n - u 
go - twi ce - sing-past do - again - s ing-past 

( he )  went twice (he ) did ( i t )  again 

3 . 32 . 5  Negative 

4 2 5  

The negat ive s lot is expounded b y  a s e t  of two negat ive morph

eme s : - h o I  i not and - I  i ve b e n e  wi t t  n o t .  - h o I  i is used with all 

tenses for normal negat ive . - I  i ve b e n e  is a portmanteau morpheme of 

negative , future and vo lition . Its occurrence precludes any further 

suffixat ion . 

d i u 9 u mo a 9 a e l e g - e v e  - h o I i - n - u 
I bird many see - plo -not - sing-past 

I did no t see  many birds . 

d i  ogo  mo a g a  t o t o - e ve - l i ve b e n e  
I c to thes many was h-plo- fut . neg 

I wi t t  not  wash a t o t  of c tothes . 

When the verb manner s lot is e xpounded by - s e l e v e  re a t ty and 
the negat ive s lot is e xpounded by - h o I  i ,  the - h o I  i is redup licated . 

The combinat ion is quite emphatic . 

3 . 3 2 . 6  Number 

d i  u g u  moa g a  e l e g - e ve - s e l e ve - h o l  i - h o I  i - n - u  
I bird many see - plo -re a t ty - not - no t - sing-past 

I rea t ty did not see many birds . 

The number s lot has two exponent s : - n  singular subj ect and - I  
plural subj ect . The exponent in this s lot must agree in number with 

the exponent or lack of exponent in the sub j e c t  number marker slot . 
The number s lot is obligatory with only certain tense e xponent s ,  i . e .  
- u  past , - i a l e  medial nominal who , - i e ge  i f ,  and - a t a  for a t ime ; 

with all other tense exponent s ,  the number s lot is obl igatorily 
ab sent . 
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a e n oa - n - u  
you cough- s ing-past 

you coughed 

n o  i d i h e i - I - a t a  • . •  

we tre e cu t - pl-for . a . time 

we cut trees for a whi l e .  (and then . . .  ) 

d a - n a  l oh o - n - i e g e  . • .  

I-qm come - s ing-if 

If I come . ( then . . .  ) 

3 . 3 2 . 7  Tense 

There are five independent verb t enses and thirteen dependent 

verb tense s , as shown in the b i-dimensional array in Chart 1 above . 

The independent tenses are : - u  past , - ma progre ssive/cont inuous , - i  
future , - g e i future cont inuous , and - l i ve b e n e  portmanteau for ne ga

t ive and volitional future . The - i  future has an allomorph - s i  
which occurs following I i i . 

d i  t i - n - u  
I g o - s ing-past 

I went 

d i  h e i - s i  
I cut-fut 

I wi H cut 

d i I o h o - I i v e b e n e  
I come - neg . fut 

I wi l l  not come 

I 

d i 
I 

I 

d i 
I 

wi H 

t i - ma 
go - prog 

am going 

t i - g e i 5 

go - fc 

keep going 

The dependent tense exponents tend to be more functional in 
meaning , in that they indicate the temporal and logical relat ionship 

between the c lause they appear in and the following c lause . Hence , 

they are quite important t o  the structure of a sentence . For e xample , 

the four nominal tense morpheme� - a l e ,  - ma l e ,  - ve v e , and - i a l e  are 

mos t  frequently used t o  recapitulate the previous sentence . Further 
discuss ion of the dependent tense exponent s will be found in Sect ion 
6 . 0  of this paper which deals with sentence structure . 

d i  t i - a l e - u  l a h a - mo l e a - n - u  
I go-who- sm s le ep-o ther- s ing-past 

I who went s lept again 
or I. having gon e .  s lept  again ( The previous sentence 

ended with a verb based on the verb stem to g o . ) 
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h o i l a h a - i l oh o - ge a b u  d i  e h o v a - l - u 
re turn - and come -when they me fo l l ow-pI-past 

When (I) came back, they fo l lowed me . 

3 . 3 3 V e�b6 �n the Impe�at� v e  Mo de 

4 2 7  

The struc ture of verb s in this mode di ffers from that of those 

in the declarat ive mode by having fewer and di fferent suffixes . 

As in the declarat i ve mode , s o  in the imperat ive mode , the 
transitive and intransit ive verbs take the same suffixat ion e xcept 

that the transit ive verb has the obj ec t  number marker s lot and the 

intransitive verb does not . 

The formula and array for verb s in the imperat ive mode is as 

given in Chart 2 below : 

+ verb (± obj ec) ± imperat ive ± imperat ive 

nuc leus number negative subj ect 
marker number 

- e ve - h a l e  not - n e l a  you 
verb them/ ( s ing ) ( sing ) 
stem you/ - h a l e v a  not - ve you us ( p lural ) ( p lural ) 

CHART 2 :  MORPHOLOGY OF VERBS IN THE IMPERAT IVE MODE 

Intransitive and t ransitive verb s are dist inguished as above by 

the brackets around t obj e c t  number mark e r .  

The allomorphic adj ustment s accompanying the - e ve are the same 

as were des cribed under the dec larat ive mode above . 

The - h a l e  and - h a l e v a  are homophonous with the verb stem h a l e  
s top . - h a l e v a  is the allomorphic form used with plural sub j e ct s . 

In singular imperat ive forms , the - n e l a  is often left off , but 

in p lural commands ,  the - ve is always present . 

o g o  t o t o a  
c lo thes was h !  

Wash the c l o t he s !  

h e i - h a l e v a - ve 
c u t - ne g .  pI-pI 

Don ' t  (you a l l )  cut i t !  

o g o  t o t o a - n e l a  
c lothes  was h - s ing 

Was h  the c lothes ! 

h e i - o ve - h a l e v a - ve 
au t - them-ne g . pl-pl 

Don ' t  (you a l l )  cut them ! 
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l oh o  
come 

Come ! 

R. and S .  Garland 

l o ho- h a l e - ne l a  
come - neg . s ing- s ing 

Don ' t  come ! 

l oh o - v e  
come -pI 

Come (you a l 'L ) ! 

l oh o - h a l eva - ve 
come - neg . pl-pl 

Don ' t  come (you a l l ) ! 

3 . 4  N um e r a l s  

Numeral words expound the Quant ifier slot of the Noun Phrase and 

the verb manner slot of verbs in the dec larat ive mode , q . v .  Thi s  
c l a s s  of words is uninflected and includes the following words : 

1 9 a e  one b a l u g a  big 

a b u i two mo l e  o ther 

a b u i t a i ga  i t a three s e l e v e  rea l 'L y  

a b u i t a a b u i t a four u n a h a  on ly 

a d a  mo l e  five b a h a t a / b a i t a a l'L 

moa g a  many 

The words in the second c olumn are included in this c lass because 

they have the same distribution as the true numerals . Also when fol

lowing a noun there is no modified noun marker ( mnm ) -e present . 

3 . 5  A d v e r b s  

ma l a h a  a b u i - e a - u  t i - l - u 
man two - pls-sm go - pI-past 

Two men wen t .  

d i mama s e l e ve - u  l oho- n - u  
my fa ther true - sm come - sing-past 

My zoea l fa thezo came . 

ma l a h a  ke - u  t i - a b u i t a - n - u  
man that- sm go - two - s ing-past 

Tha t man went twic e .  

d i ko v a - mo l e a - n - u  
I this  do- o thezo- s ing-past 

I did this again . 

Adverbs expound the Manner s lot s in various C lause s . Thi s  i s  
a very small s e t  of word s ;  it inc ludes only : 
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h a ma - n - u  

b a  I t a  hard 

t o t  a again 

n e l n l a l  properly 

va l I may 

be l e l n i - u t o t a  d o ba - n - u  
I hard hi t - s ing-past 

I hit hard . 
p lane - sm again fa l l- s ing-past 

The p lane landed again . 

d i  o g o  n e l n i a i  t o t o - h o l i - ma 
I c lo t he a  properly wa ah-not-prog 

I am not waahing c lo thea properly . 

d a - n a  va l l  a - i t i  t a - I 
I-qm may you-wi th go- fut 

May I go w i t h  y o u ?  

429  

There i s  another construction that also  has an adverbial mean

ing . It c onsists of a Medial Clause with its Predicate expounded by 

s a i a mo- i a low-and or s o l e k a - i fas t -and or reduplicat ions of these , 
s a l a mo - s a l a mo- I or s o l e ka - s o l e k a - i ,  followed by an Independent C lause 

consist ing of only its Predicate . 

a - u  so l e ka - i t i - n - u  
you-sm faa t-and g o - sing-past 

You wen t faa t .  

3 . 6  P r o n o u n s  

t o - u  s a l a mo- s a i a mo- I t a - i 
dog - sm a low-a low-and go- fut 

The dog wi l l  go very s lo w .  

Person pronouns are a c lass of nouns which substitute for a noun 
or a Noun Phrase in various syntactic pOSitions . Chart 3 gives a 

listing of four common set s . 

1st  sing 

2nd sing 

3rd s ing 

1st pl ( ex c l )  

1st  pl ( dual inc l ) 

1st  pl ( pl inc l ) 
2nd p l  
3rd p l  

S ub j e c t  O b j ec t B e ne f a c t i o n  

d i / d a - u 6 d l / d a  d a h o  
a - u  a a h o 
a u / ke - u ke  a v u h o  
n o / n oe a - u  n o  n o h e h o  
n a  I no  n a l t l h o 
n a h i no  n a h l ho 
I a l l  a e a - u  I a l a h e h o  
a b u / k e a - u / k e b l a  ke b l a h o/ 

ke b l a - u /e a - u  a b u ho 

CHART 3 :  PERSON PRONOUNS 

Acc ompan imen t 

d a  I t  i 
a I t i 
a v u t i / a v u i 
n o he h l 
n a  i t  i 
n a h e h i 
l a h e h l 
a b u h l 
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3 . 6 2  Po�� e��ive P�o n o un� 

Mountain Koiali has a very simple system of pos sessive s involv

ing free forms preceding the noun . In third person there are also 

suffixes following the noun . The third person free form and suffix 

seem t o  be interchangeable in usage . In longer more complic ated Noun 

Phrase s ,  which are rare , the free form will usual ly be used . 

S in g u l a r  P l u r a l  

1 st d i n o ( e xc l ) / n a h i ( incl ) 

2nd a I a 

3rd a u / - ve a b u / - e a b e  

There is  a l s o  a s e t  of possessive pronouns which can be used as 

person pronouns in Subj ect and Obj ect slot s . 

S in g u l a r  P l u r a l  

1st d a e l e  mine n oe l e ( excl ) ours 
n a h i e l e ( incl ) ours 

2nd a e l e  yours l a e l e  yours 

3rd e l e / a v u e l e  h i s  e b i ae l e / a b u e l e  theirs 

3 . 6 3  Vemo n� t�ati v e  P�o n oun� 

The se pronouns can be used to modify nouns , phrases and c lause s .  

They can also be used as a substitute for the Noun Phrase . And they 

can be suffixed with location suffixes to be used to fill Location 

slot s . They indicate relat ive distance . 

ko 
ke  

this 

that 

uke that in the di s tance 

u o k e  that in further dis tance 

i ko empha tic this 

i ke emphatic that 

The emphatic demonstrat ive s manife st a morphophonemic change ; 

after words ending in I i i  they become I i ko and I i ke .  

3 . 64 Re 6!exive P�o noun� 

There is one class of reflexive s that acts much like the reflex

ive s in English . They follow personal pronouns or Noun Phrase , taking 
an apposit ional posit ion in the Clause . There is another class of 

pronouns which wil l be inc luded here , called isolative . The se also 
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take an appositional position and take t h e  meaning to do i t  a tone (by 

mys e t f. by yourse tf. e tc . ) .  

Re f l exive I so l a t ive 

1st s ing d e b i a / d e b i ka  d a h u ve l a  
2nd s ing a e b i a / a e b i ka a h u v e l a  
3rd sing e b i a /e b i k a a h u ve l a  
1st  p l  noe b i a / n o e b i k a noh u v e l a  
2nd p l  I aeb  i a / l  aeb  i ka  l a h u ve l a  
3rd p l  a b ue b i a / a b u e b i ka a b u h u ve l a  

d i  d e b i k a h a ma - n - u  ma l a h a  k e - u  a h u ve l a  h a u k a l a - ma 
I mys e t f  hi t - s ing-past 

I hit my s e tf.  

man tha t- sm a tone work-prog 

Tha t man is  working a t one . 

3 . 7  I n t e r r o g a t i v e s  

Interrogat ive s are que stion words which require an answer other 

than yes or no . They f i l l  various slots  on Clause level depending on 

the meaning of the interrogative . It i s  int erest ing to note that 

when and why are d ifferent manife stations of the same root word hos i o  
with appropriate endings . The same is  true o f  where. which and who - 

all have the same root o l e  with suffixat ion . Also , the other word 

used for when and the word for how many have the same root . 

why h o s i o ho  - verbal bene fac t ive 
when h o s i oma l e l a / v a e s u e l a  - t ime slot 

how many va e s u t e - numeral slot 
who o l e  - Subj ect slot , Obj ect s lot 
where o l eve  - Locat ion slot 
which o l e t e - Modifier slot 

what 

how 

3 . 8  T e m p o r a l s 

o l e t e a l e  - embedded c lause posit ion 

o n o l e / o n o d e  - Subj ect or Obj ect slot 

h o s i o  - verbal ( with appropriate ending 
can mean what are you doing ) 

o l e v e  k a t e a i - verbal s lot with appro
priate verbal endings 

There are two c lasses of t emporal s .  The first class cannot take 

the Time Phrase c l i t ics , whil e  the second takes these clitics  at the 
end of the Time Phrase . They both f i l l  the same Time slot and can be 
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used t o  modify each other . The s econd class act s  much as a noun by 

taking the modified noun marker - e  when followed by an adj ec t ive . 

See Time Phra�e descript ion Sect ion 4 . 2 2 . 2 .  

Cla44 1 

s u b u t a  before a l a m e g e  day afte r tomorrow 

n i v u  tomorrow va v i t e gc  three day s  hence 
v a v i t a morn ing b a e  'la ter/then 
g a b i e  'later 

Cla4 4 2 

va v i  night b a t a  mon th 

g u t u  afternoon mon i d e Monday 
v a n i day b u l a  wee k/Sabbath ( from 
d o g a  now/today Motu pu r a ) 

The time word b a e  'later always follows the sub j e ct which is the 

usual posit ion for t ime words . Other t ime words can permute before 

the sub j e c t , but b a e  cannot . 

v a v i t a v a v i t a n o  t i - I  - u 
morning morning we go-pl-past 

We wen t very ear'ly in the morning . 

d i  b a e  t a - i  
I 'l a te r  go- fut 
I wi n go Z a t e r .  

d i gu  t u - mo e l e h a - n - u  
I afternoon-on s e e -sing-past 

I saw ( i t )  in the afternoon . 

s u b u t a  b u l a  k e - u  1 0h o - n - u  
before week that-sm come - sing-past 

He came 'last wee k .  

b u l a - e7 v a v i t a ma l a h a  k e - u  1 0h o - n - u  
Sabbath-mnm morning man tha t - sm come - s ing-past 

Tha t man came Sa turday morning . 

3 . 9  L o c a t i v e s  

Locatives are words that fill the Locative Modifier s lot of the 

Locative Phrase .  These words can b e  nominalised by adding the suf

fixes - ve a t ,  - mo on and - l a  progre s sion towards . The nominalised 

form then replaces the Locat ive Phrase . 

o - e  v a va va v a - ve 
house -mnm beside beside -nom 
be side the house the p 'lace beside 

0 ke va l a  va l a - ve  
house tha t under under- nom 
under tha t  house the p 'lace under 
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3 . 1 0  C o n n e c t i ve s  

The great maj ority o f  conne ct ive s are used o n  Sent enc e leve l and 
have a general verb root thus doing or being that takes various sub

ordinate verb suffixe s  and serves on Sent ence level to tie things to

gether . 

i - ge  
i - s e g e  
i - n a t a  
i - a l e  
i - s i 
i - s i t o 

then - consecut ive action 
meanwhi l e  - s imultaneous act ion 

hav ing finished - subsequent act ion 

8 0  - res ultant action 

and simple conne ct ive 

b u t  - c ontrast 

i - a l e - l u a consequen t l y  

There are also two additional connectives , me n a  o r  and me s o h o  
maybe used i n  only certain sentence types . Further discuss ion of 

these connectives with examples are found later in the paper with the 

di scus sion on sentences .  

4 . 0  P H RA S E S  

4 . 1  V e r b a l  P h r a s e s  

There are n o  verbal phrases i n  Mountain Koiali--tense , number , 
modifier , plural obj ect marker are all e lement s in the verbal word . 

There are a limited number of adverb s that fill a Manner slot at 

c lause level . Verbs do not comb ine into c oordinat e verb phrases 

but are a series of c lauses . 

4 . 2  N o n - V e rb a l  P h r a s e s  

I n  these we shall dist inguish between those that oc cur a s  sub

j ec t  or object of verbs and t hose that oc cur in other positions . The 

reason for thi s is that in Mountain Koiari subj ects  are usually 
marked by - u  in dec larat ive sentences and by - n a  in corre spond ing 
yes-no que st ion sentences and that different forms are used for j oin

ing units in subj e c t s  as against obj ects . More will be said about 

these features in the discussion to follow in which we shal l refer to 

the two t ypes of phrases as Noun Phrases and Other Phrases respect ive

ly . 
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4 . 2 1  Noun Ph�a� e� 

4 . 2 1 . 1  Common Noun Phrase 

I I 
NP + N Head ± Mnm ± Mod ± Spec 

I Noun I - e  I adj I - t e 

. 
Att N P  

4 . 2 1 . 2  Possessive Noun Phrase 

± Quan ± Dem 

num dem pro 

Any NP c an be posses sed by placing a proper noun , noun or pos

sessive pronoun be fore the noun in the NP . In third person the suf

fixe s - ve his and - e a b e  their can be used in place of the free form 

pronouns . 

d i  0 ba l u g a  ke  
my house big that 

my b ig house 
( Note : b a l u g a  is a number word ) 

4 . 2 1 . 3  Subject Noun Phrase 

Subj P = + Head ± Spm + Subj ect marker 

NP - e a  - u  ( subj e ct marker ) 
( p lural ) 

App P 
pro 
np 
num 

adj 

That is , the Subj ect Phrase is filled by an obligatory Head 
filled by a Noun Phrase ,  Apposit ional Phrase , pronoun , noun proper , 

numeral or adj ective , plus an optional subj ect plural marker - e a  and 
the obligatory subj ect marker - u . 
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Rules : 

1 .  When the pronoun d i  I i s  pre sent , the sub j e c t  marker - u  is not 

present . When possessive d i  my is present , the sub j e ct marker is 

added at the end of the Noun Phrase . 
2 .  When the s ub j e c t  p lural marker - e a  follows an l e i , that l e i  is 

dropped . 

4 3 5  

3 .  Numerals and adj ectives may funct ion a s  Head i n  context . Adj ec

tives must have the spec i fier - t e or nominaliser - ve when funct ioning 

as Head . 

E b e - u  

d i a 

my house 

ba l u g a  k e - u l a h a - n - u  
big tha t - sm burn - s ing-past 

My big house burned.  

ma l a h a  k - ea - u  l oh o- l - u 
man that- spm-sm come -pI-past 

Thos e  men came . 

t i - n - u  
Ebe - sm go-sing-past 

Ebe wen t .  

a b u i t a - e a - u  d o b a l u v i - l - u 
two- spm-sm fa Z Z-pl-past 

Two fe Z Z  down . 

i s u - t e - u  t oe l a - n - u  
heavy - spec-sm bad- s ing-past 

The heavy one is bad . 

4 . 2 1 . 4  Sub j ect Query Noun Phrase 

Subj Q P + Head 

NP 

np 
pro 
Subj Coord P 
Add P 

+ Query 

- n a  ( qm )  

That is , the Query Phrase cons ists  of an obligatory Head filled 
by a Noun Phrase , a noun proper , a pronoun , a Sub j e c t  Coordinate 
Phrase or an Additive Phrase , plus an obl igatory Query marker filled 

b y  the suffix - n a  ( query marker ) .  

Rule s : 
1 .  When the suffix - n a  ( qm )  is used in the Sub j e c t  Coordinate Phrase , 

the - n a ( qm )  is placed on the first Head t o  replace the sub j e c t  mark-

er - u .  
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2 .  When the suffix - n a  ( qm )  is used with pronouns , the following 

forms are used : 

Singular - 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

plural - 1st 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

excl 

incl 

d a - n a  
a - n a  
k e - n a / a u - n a  
n o  a b u ' n a / n oea b u - n a / n o - n a  
n a h i - n a / n a h i a b u - n a  
J a - n a i l a e a b u - n a  
a b u - n a / ke a b u - n a  

3 .  When the query marker suffix - n a  ( qm )  i s  used with the first per

son , a yes-no answer is not required but it suggests  doubt by the 

speaker . In first person , this is only used with future tense . 

ma u a  

d a - n a  b a e  t a - I 
I-qm la ter go - fut 

I might go la ter . 

i s u - t e k e - n a t i - n - u  
box heavy - spec tha t - qm go-sing-past 

Did that heavy box g o ?  

ma J a h a  k e - n a  au  kea t e - t i  J ov i J a h a - J - u 
man tha t - qm h i s  woman -and work-pl-past 

Did that man and his wife wor k ?  

a - t a - n a  J o v i a - n - u  
you- a l s o- qm wor k - sing-past 

Did you a l so wor k ?  

a u - n a  g e b e u - t a i - n - u  
he-qm swee t . po ta to-a lso eat- s ing-past 

Did he e a t  swe e t  potato a l s o ?  

a u - na o v o  b i - n - u  m e n a  t o  b i - n - u  
he - qm pig shoo t- s ing-past or dog shoo t - s ing-past 

Did he shoot a pig or a dog ?  

4 . 2 1 . 5  Additive Noun Phrase 

Add P + Axis + Relator 

NP - t a a l so 

np 
pro 
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That is , the Additive Phrase consist s of an obligatory Axis 

filled by a Noun Phrase , a noun proper or a pronoun plus an obligatory 
Relat or filled by the suffix - t a a l so . Note , however , that when the 

affix t a - a l so is used with the sub j e c t  noun phrase , noun or pronoun 
the subj ect marker - u  is omitted . 

d a - t a  l o v l  i - n - u  ma l a h a  k e - t a  t i - n - u  
I-a l so food e a t- sing-past 

I a l so ate food.  

man tha t - a l so go- sing-past 

Tha t man a l so wen t .  

ke - u  g e b e u- t a  i - n - u  
h e - s m  swe e t .  p o ta to-a l so e a t - sing-past 

He ate swe e t  p o tato a l so ( i . e . ,  in addi tion to o ther food ) . 

4 . 2 1 . 6  Subject Coordinate Noun Phrase 

Subj Coord P 

Subj P NP - t i and 

np 

pro 

That is , the Sub j e c t  Coordinate Phrase consists of an obligatory 

Head filled by a Subj ect Phrase ,  an ob ligatory Head two filled by a 

Noun Phrase , a noun proper , or a pronoun plus an obligatory Link 

fi lled by the suffix - t i  and. The Head two plus the Link can oc cur 
repeatedly . 

ma l a h a  k e - u  a u  ma h i n a - t i  t i - I  - u 
man t ha t - sm h i s  wife-and go-pI-past 

Tha t man and his wife wen t .  

N a n a b a - u  E b e - t i  Om i - t i  Kobu l u - t i  h a u k a l a - ma 
Nanab a - sm Ebe - and Omi-and Kobu lu-and work-prog 

Nanaba, Ebe ,  Omi and Kobu l u  are working . 

4 . 2 1 . 7  Obj ect Coordinate Noun Phrase 

Obj Coord P 

Add P Add P I 
That is , the Obj ect Coordinate Phrase consists of an ob ligatory 

Head one fi lled by an Addit ive Phrase and an obl igatory Head two 
filled by an Addit ive Phrase . 
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d i u ve - t a a n a n i - t a  i - n - u  
I banana-and mandarine-and e a t- sing-past 

I ate a banana and a mandarine . 

d i  D i on i - t a L a d i a - t a  S u - t a e J e g - e ve - n - u  
I John-and Roger-and Sue -and s e e- plo-s ing-past 

I saw Roger, John and Sue . 

4 . 2 1 . 8  Appositional Noun Phrase 

App P + Item + App 

NP nom adj 

np Noun Cl 

pro NP 

That is , an Appositional Phrase cons ists of an item filled by a 
Noun Phrase , a noun proper or a pronoun , plus an obligatory Apposit ion 

filled by a nominal ised adj e c t ive , a Noun Clause or a Noun Phrase . 

Rule : 

1 .  When the Apposit ional Phrase is expounding a Subj e c t  slot , the 

subj e c t  marker c litic - u  is suffixed t o  both the Item and Apposit ion . 

ma u a  ko- u i s u - ve - u  toe J a - n - u  
box thi s - sm heavy - nom- sm bad- sing-past 

Thi s  box, the heavy one, is  bad. 

t a - J i ve d i  b e n i s o J a  e s e - ve ke  ma 
go-wi t h .  intent  my penc i l sma l l-nom that get 

Go get my penc i l ,  tha t  sma Z Z  one . 

4 . 2 1 . 9  Listing Noun Phrase 

Listing NP + Head2
n . ± Summary 

NP NP pro 

App NP App NP NP 

Att NP Attrib NP num 

The List ing Noun Phrase cons ists  of a series of noun Heads e x
pounded by Noun Phrase s or Apposit ional Noun Phrase s  or At tribut ive 
Noun Phrase s ,  followed by an optional Summary s lot expounded by words 
such as b a i t a a Z l ,  a b u  t hey or even a Noun Phrase that refers t o  all 
the members of the serie s . 
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b o t o - e  o v o  b o t o - e  m i  b a h a t a  e l e h a - ma l e  ke b a i t a a b u - n a  
bush-mnm pig bush -pig animal 

N� 

I 
i.jp 
I 

I 
List ing NP 

a l l  see- prog 

I Nom C l  
I 

the a l l  

�--------.-------------� 
Ap NP 

App NP 
expounding sub j e c t  

The bush p i g s  and a l l  t h e  b u s h  anima l s  tha t w e  s e e  a l l  t h e  time, 
a l l of them . . .  

4 . 2 1 . 1 0  Attributive Noun Phrase 

Attribut ive NP + Att ± Mnm + N Head 

noun - e  noun 
t ime word 
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The Attribut ive Noun Phrase consists  of an obligatory Attribut ive 

filled by a noun or time word plus an optional Modified noun marker 
filled by the suffix - e  and an ob ligatory Noun Head fil led by a noun . 

u g u - e  vomo n i v u - e  l ov i  
bird-mnm feather yes terday- mnm food 

bird ' s  fea ther yes terday ' s  food 

b o t o - e  o vo 
bush-mnm pig 

bush pig 

Note that although the Modified noun marker -e is usually pre sent , 
some except ions have been observed : 

ma t am a - e  ovo  I m a t ama ovo 
p laae -mnm pig 

wi l d  pig / 

p laae pig 

wi ld p ig 

4 . 2 1 . 1 1  Benefactive Noun Phrase 

Ben P = + A 

NP 

np 
pro 

+ R 

s u b u t a  a t a  
before peop l e  

anaes tors 

- h o  for 
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That is , a Benefact ive Phrase cons ists of an obl igatory Axis 

s lot filled by a Noun Phrase , a noun proper or a pronoun , plus an 

ob ligatory Relat or slot filled by the clitic - ho for .  

ma l a h a  b u ka - t e - h o  
man b Zack- spec -for 

for the b Zack man 

4 . 2 2 Othe� Ph�a6 e6 

4 . 2 2 . 1  Time Phrase 

d a - h o  
me-for 

for me 

Time P + Head ± ( +  Mnm + Mod ) ± Quan ± Dem ± Limiter 

time - e  adj num dem - mo on 
wd2 pro 

- l a  progre ssion 

That is , the Time Phrase consists of an obligatory Head fil led 
by t ime word two , an optional Modified noun marker fil led by the suf

fix - e ,  an optional Modifier filled by an adj ective , an opt ional 

Quant ifier filled by a numeral , an opt ional Demonstrative filled by a 

demons trat ive pronoun , and an opt ional Limiter fil led by a time suffix . 

Rule s : 

1 .  The Modifier s lot in Time Phrases i s  very seldom filled , and with 

only a l imited number of adj ect ive s such as e s e  sma Z Z  and d u a  good . 

2 .  The suffix -e  i s  present only when Modi fier is present . 

3 .  The limit ers -mo and - l a  are usually used with va v i  night and g u t u  
afte rnoon .  When - mo i s  attac hed t o  v a n i day or sun , it takes the mean

ing mid-day . With other words in this c lass the limiters are used 

only occasionally , probably t o  stre s s  the meaning . 
4 .  A Time Phrase will not be found with all of the above fil lers 
present . 

d i g u t u - mo t a - i 
I afternoon-on go - fut 

I wi Z Z  go in the afternoon . 

4 . 2 2 . 2  Location Phrase 

E be - u  v a n i mo l e  i ke l oh o- n - u  
Ebe - sm day o ther emph come- s ing-past 

Ebe came tha t o ther day . 

Loc P + Loc H ± Loc mod ± Limiter 

NP locative - e  at,  to  

np - mo on 

pro - l a  progre ss ion 
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That i s , the Location Phrase cons ists of an obligat ory 

Location Head filled by a Noun Phrase , a noun proper or a pronoun , 

plus an opt ional Locat ion modifier fil led by a locat ive , p lus an 

optional Limiter filled by the suffixes - e ! - l a  or � mo . 

Rule s : 
1 .  The locat ion suffix - e a t  i s  homophonous with the Modi fj ed 

noun marker - e . 
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2 .  When the Noun Phrase i s  filled only by a noun and then i s  fol lowed 

by the Location modi fier , the modified noun marker -e is placed on 
the noun . See third e xample below and also Noun Phrase description 

of Mod i fied noun marker .  

a s o e - u  i d i  to l o - t e ke  va l a - e  do b a - n - u  
your axe - s m  tree hard- spec that under-at  fa l l - sing-past 

Your axe fe l l  under tha t  hardwood tree . 

d i 
I 

I 

ma l a h a  ke - u  
man that- sm 

That man i s  

d i i d i - 1  a 

l a u n u mu - e  t i - ma 
Launumu-to go-prog 

am going to Launumu . 

o - e  va v a - e  u - ma 
house -mnm b e s ide - a t  be -prog 

s topping b e s i de the house . 

ve a t i - n - u  
I tre e -progre ssion c limb- sing-past 

I c l imbed up " the tree . 

I t  i s  intere s t ing to note that there are no co-ordinat e Time 

Phrases or Location Phrase s .  The se ideas are expressed with Clauses . 

a b u  o 

d a - n a  n i v u va - i  a l a me ge va - i  
I-qm tomorrow do - fut day . after do - fut 

I wi l l  do ( i t )  tomorrow and (I) wi l l  do ( i t )  

( t he )  day aft e r .  

k o - v e  h a - i i s i  k e - ve h a - l - u 
they v i l lage this -nom 

" They p lanted at this  

p l an t -and and that-nom p la n t -p I -pa s t  

v i l lage and ( th e y )  p lanted a t  that (one ) .  



4 4 2  R .  and S .  Garland 

5 . 0  C L A U S E S  

5 . 1  G e n e r a l  

Mountain Koiali C lauses have the general pattern : Sub J ect 

Obj ec t  - Predicat e ,  with the Predicate be ing the only ob ligat ory item . 
Other peripheral items such as Time , Locat ion , Bene fac tion , Manner , 

and so on , all  oc cur between the Sub j ect and the Obj ect . 

C lauses are also distinguished as oeing Final Clauses , Medial 

Clauses ,  and Nominalised Clauses . These distinctions are re flected 
only in the final inflection on the final verb in a c lause ; hence , 

we will give the struc tures of the various c lauses without regard 

to the final inflection,  and then later,  discuss the inflections and 

the way c lauses combine in Sentences . 

5 . 2  T r a n s i t i ve C l a u s e s  

5 . 2 1 I ndica�ive T�an� i�i v e  Clau� e 

The struc ture of the Indicative Transitive Clause is shown 

in the fol lowing array : 

Indicat ive Transit ive Clause = 

± SubJ ± Time ± Loc ± Ben ± Inst ± Manner ± ObJ ± Pred 

SubJ P Time P Loc P Ben P Add P adverb NP ind tr v 
Add P time wdl nom np 

loc wd 
App P Loc C I  pro 

N C l  ObJ 
Coord 
p 

nom 
adJ 

num 

App P 
N Cl  

That i s , the Indicative Transit ive Clause may consi st of an optional 

Sub j e c t  s lot fi l led by a Sub j ect Phrase ,  an Appositional Phrase , an 
Additive Phrase or a Noun C lause ; plus an opt ional Time s lot filled by 
a Time Phrase or time word one ; plus an optional Location slot fi l led by 
a Location Clause , a Location Phrase or a nominalised locati on word ; 

plus an optional Benefact ive s lot filled by a Benefac tive Phras e ;  
plus an optional Instrument slot filled by an Addit ive Phras e ;  plus 
an opt ional Manner s lot filled by an adverb ; p lus an optional Obj ect 

s lot filled by a Noun Phrase ,  an Appositional Phrase , a noun proper ,  
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a pronoun , an Obj ect Co-ordinate Phrase ,  a nominali s ed adj e c tive , 

a numeral or a Noun C lause ; plus an obligatory Predicate fi lled by 

an indicative trans it ive verb . 

Rules : 
1 .  The Time s lot can permute t o  a position before the Subj e c t  

s lot . 

2 .  The Location s lot can permute to a position following the 

Predicate at the end of the c laus e . 
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3 .  Except for the above permutat ions the position of slot s  i s  fixed . 

4 .  Although the Instrument c an be expressed with an Addit ive Phrase ,  

the pre ferred way seems t o  be t o  use the verb ma g e t  with a medial 

c lause c ons truction t o  express  the same idea . For example : 

d i  soe m a - I I d l  d l k o h a - i 
I aze g e t-and tree chop - fut 

I wi t t  g e t  an aze and c hop the tre e .  

5 .  Numerals and adj e c tives may func tion as fillers of the Obj e c t  

s lot . 

6 .  The normal number o f  slots filled i s  3 to 5 .  The order i s  

relatively fixed . Short clauses occur frequent ly with series of 

c lause s  used t o  express  more c omplex ideas . 

d i  e l e g - e ve - n - u  
I 8ee-plo-sing-past 
I 8aw them.  

d i  d o g a - v e  ma - n - u  
I new-nom get - s ing-past 

I got the  new one . 

d i n i v u  b a l t a t o  h a ma - n - u  
I yes terday hard dog h i t - s ing-past 

I h i t  the dog hard y e 8 t e rday . 

a - u  o - e  d a - h o  o g o  ma l e - n - u  
you-sm house - a t  me-for c to th e s  g e t - sing- past 

.You got the c to th e s  for me a t  the hou8e . 

ma l a h a  ke - u  s oe - t a I d I d l k o h a - ma 
man tha t-sm aze -wi t h  tree chop-prog 
Tha t man i 8  chopping the tree wi t h  an 

aze . 

d I b a l u g a  ma - n - u  
I big g e t - sing-past 

I got the big one . 

( Note : b a l u ga i s  a numeral )  
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5 . 2 2 Que�y T�an� itive Clau� e 

The Query Transit ive Clause has t he same structure 

as the Indicative Transit ive Clause except t hat the Sub j ect is 

expounded by the Sub j e c t  Query Phrase . The Query Clause ant i c ipates 

only a y e s  o r  no answer . 

a - n a qgo. t o t;oa - n - u  e be - n a  a i ke i d i d i koh a - ma 
you-qm c l o thes was h-sing-past Ebe - qm now wood chop-prog 

Did you wash the c lo t he s ? ' ' Is Ebe chopping wood now ? 

ma l a h a  k e - n a  b e l e i n i - mo g e b e u  ma - i  t i - n - u  

man tha t - qm p lane-on potato g e t - and go- sing-past 

Did the man take the potatoes  and go on the p lane ? 

5 .  2 3  ·1 nte��ogativ e  T�an�iti v e  Clau� e 

The Int errogative Transitive C lause has the same structure 
as the Indicat ive Transit ive C lause except that one of the non

predicate tagmeme s is expounded by an appropriate interrogat ive word , 
such as ' who , wha t,  where, why, e t c .  The Interrogative 

Clause expects  an informative answer , not y e s  or no . 

a o l e v e . o g o  to toa - n - u  
you where c to thes wash- sing-past 

Whe re did you wash t he c tothe s ?  

o l e - u  g e b e u h a - ma 
who- sm potato p ta n t - prog 

Who is p tanting po ta toe s ?  

5 . 2 4 I mpe�ative T�an� iti v e  Clau� e 

a 

a hos i o - h o  ke v a - ma 
you wha t-for that do-prog 

Why are you doing tha t ?  

h o s i oma l e l a  l o v i  i - n - u  
you when food e a t - s i ng-past 

When did you eat  food? 

The Imperative Transit ive Clause has the same basic structure 
as the Indicat ive Transit ive C lause except that it has no Subj ect 

tagmeme and the Imperat ive Transit ive Predicate i s  e xpounded by an 

imperat ive trans it ive verb . The Imperat ive C lause has a second 
person implied subj ect , s ingular or plural . In the Imperat ive C lause , 

the Manner tagmeme has an additional possib le exponent , n e h a n e  
mus t .  Thi s form, n e h a n e  mus t ,  has not been comp letely analysed 
at this t ime , but seems t o  always oc cur with imperat ive forms . There 
is also another negat ive form , · i n a h o  must not  that oc curs with 

a final form - 1  i v e .  This also has not been completely analysed at 
this t ime . 
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va - n e l a  
do- sing . imp 

Do i t .  

b a l t a t o  h a rna 
hard dog h i t  

Hit t h e  dog hard . 

o go t o t o - h a l e v a - ve 
c Lothes  was h -neg . p l-pl . imp 

Don ' t  wash the c Lo thes . 

a i n a ho t a - l i ve n e h a n e  b a e  h i l o k a  
mus t then know 

You mus t  know (that ) .  

you mus t . not  go - vol e ? )  

You mus t n o t  go . 

5 . 3  I n t r a n s i t i ve C l a u s e s  

The Intrans itive C lause s  parallel  the Transitive C lauses .  

They have the same basic struc ture except that the Intrans it ive 

C laus es have no Obj e c t  C lause and have a corresponding Intransitive 

Predic ate expounded by a corresponding intransitive verb . 

5 . 3 1 I ndicativ e I nt�an� itiv e Clau� e 

n a n a b a - u  

d a - t a  n i v u t i - n - u  
I-a L s o  yes terday go - sing-past 

I a L so wen t  y e s t erday . 

o - e  u v u - e  l a d i a - h o  h a u ka l a - n - u  
Nanaba-sm house-mnm inside - a t  Roger-for work - s i ng-past 

Nanaba worked for Roger ins ide the house .  

ma h i n a - ve - u  s i ga - t a n e n i a i  l ov i a - rna 
wife - hi s - sm knife-with proper Ly work-prog 

His wife i s  working proper Ly with the knife . 

Interrogat ive Intransitive C lause 

a - u  o l e ve t i - ma 
you where go-prog 
Where are you going ? 

e be - u  h o s i oma l e l a  o - e  t a - i 
ebe-sm when hou s e - to g o - rut 

When wi L L  Ebe go to the house ? 

o l e - u  d a - h o  l oh o - n - u  
who-sm me -for come - sing-past 

Who has come for me ? 

4 4 5 
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5 . 3 2 I mp e�ative I nt�an� itiv e  Clau� e 

o - e  u v u - e  l o ho- ve s i g a - t (l t e  
knife-with g o  hous e-mnm inside - to come - p l . mood 

Come inside the house . · Go wi th the knife ( Take the 

knife wi th you) . 

a i ke l a h a - n e l a  

now s t eep- sing . mood 

Go to s teep now . 

ko b a h a t a  n e h a n e i - n e l a  

this  a U  mus t  e a t - s ing . imp . 

You must e a t  a t t  thi s .  

5 . 4 E q u a t i ve C l a u s e s  

The Equat ive Clauses are non-verbal clauses with only two tagmeme s : 
an Item and a Comment . Equat ive Clauses are Indicat ive , Query or 

Interrogat ive . 

5 . 4 1  I ndicati v e  E q uati v e  Clau� e 

Ind Equat C l  

fules : 

+ Sub j e c t  + Comment 

Subj P nom adj 

NP 

1 .  The nominalised adj ective � u a - ve the good one is used often,  

but  other adj e c t ive s are usually verbalised and cast  in  the form 

of an Intransitive Clause . 

2 .  The NP usually has from one to three slots filled . 

mOl ke - u  

girt  that- sm 

That girt  is  

d u a - ve k e - u  

good-nom tha t - sm 

a good one . Tha t 

ma l a ha  k e - u  ma l a h a - e  toe l a  
man tha t - sm man-mnm bad 

rhat man is  a bad man . 

a - u  a t a - e  d u a  
you - sm person-mnm good 

You are a good person . 

i s  

doga - ve 
new-nom 

a new one . 
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rna k e - u  t oe l a - v e  
girl tha t-sm bad-nom 

That girl is a bad one . 

( Note : this is s omet imes heard , but more often i t  
is put in the intrans itive form below . ) 

rna ke - u  toe l a - n - u  
girl  that-sm bad- s ing-pas t 

That girl i s  bad.  

5 . 42 Qu e�y Eq uative Clau� e 
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The Query Equat ive C lause has the same structure a s  the Indi cat ive 

Equat ive Clause except that the Subj ect is expounded by a Sub j e c t  

Query Phras e .  

rna k e - n a  d u a - ve 
girl that-qm good- nom 

Is that girl  a good one ? 

i d i  ko - n a  i d i - e i s  u 
tree thi s-qm tree -mnm heavy 

Is this tree a heavy tree ? 

5 . 4 3 I nte��ogativ e  E q uati v e  Clau � e  

The Interrogative Equat ive C lause has the same structure 
as the Indicative Equative C lause except that the Sub j ec t  is 
expounded by an interrogative word in a Subject  Phrase , i . e . ,  

o l - u  who-sm or o l e t e - u  which - s m .  

o l e - u  rna - e  t oe l a  
who-sm girl - mnm bad 

Who is a bad gir l ?  

o l e t e - u  rna l a h a  b u k a - t e  
which-sm man b lack-spec 

Which i s  the b lack man ? 

o l e - u  d u a - ve 
who-sm good-nom 

Who is a good one ? 
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5 . 5  N om i n a l i s e d  C l a u s e s  

5 . 5 1 L o catio n Clau� e 

Location C l  + Axis + Relator 

Tran C l  nom ke v e  there 

In Cl nom gabu-e pZace-at 

C lause s  must 
end with - ve to 

- a l e  past who - I a  towards 

- ma l e  prog who - mo on 

- ve v e  fut who o - e  hou s e - a t  

Location c lauses consist  of an  ob ligat ory Axis  fil led by  

nominalised Transit ive C lause s  and nominalised Intransit ive Clauses 

p lus an ob ligatory Relat or filled by some locator words and suffixes . 

Rules : 
1 .  Often the Location C lause will permute t o  the end of the c lause . 

ke - u  b e l e d i  ma h o - ma l e  g a b u - e  t i - n - u  

he-sm bread cook-prog p lace-at  go-sing-past 

He went to the p Zace where they a Zway s cook bread. 

d i  a b u  ovo  b i - a l e  k e ve t i - n - u  

I they pig sho t-past where go- sing-pas t 
I went to where they shot the p i g .  

d i t i - ma a b u  n i v u ku l u  hama - ma l e - ve 

I go -prog they yes terday kunai hi t-prog- to 

I am going to (where ) they cut  kunai y e s terday . 

5 . 5 2  Noun Ctau� e 

Noun C lause = + Axis 

Tran Cl nom 

In cl nom 
Clause must end 
with 
- a l e  pas t who 

- ma l e  prog who 

- ve v e  fut who 

± Relator 

ke that/the 

ko this/the 
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The Noun Clause cons ists of an obligatory Axis fil led by 
nominalised Transit ive Clauses and nominalised Intransitive 

Claus es plus optional relators fil led by the demonstrat ives 
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k e  that and k o  this . C lauses inflected with - a l e  past - ma l e  prog 

- ve v e  fut may expound the Apposition s lot of an Appositional Phrase . 

d i  kove l oh o - a l e  v a h a e h o a - n u  
I here come -past . who happy -pas t 

I who came here was happy . 

s u b u t a  a t a t - e a - u  h a l u v i - m a l - e a - u  m u n a n a b - e a - u  
before peop Z e - spm-sm die -prog . who-spm�m spiri t-spm-sm 

anc e s tors, who have died, spi r i t s  

a b u  l o h o - a l e  k - e a - u  ve l e - h ovo- I - u 
they come-past. who tha t - spm- sm arrive - pls-p l-past 

They who came arrived.  

5 . 6  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  C l a u s e U s a g e  

5 . 6 1  R e� emblan c e :  

This is quite commonly seen i n  Mtn .  Koial i . 

n i  a b u i t a mo l e  n a h a t e 
face two other Zike  

The  two face s  are jus t  a Z ike . 

5 . 6 2 CompaAaz� v e  VegA e e :  

There i s  no special word t o  indicate degree o f  comparis on ,  
but the c onstruction i s  accompl i shed by contrastive statement s .  

mo k e - u b a l u g a  i s i t o da - u  e s e - v e  
boy that-sm big but I-sm sma Z Z-nom 

That boy is big but I am sma Z Z .  

5 . 6 3  F�g uAe� 0 6  � p eech : 

5 . 6 3 . 1  Simile 

kea t e  k e - u  u v e  vovo n a h a t e  
woman that-sm banana ripe s imi Zar 

Tha t woman i s  Zike a ripe banana (meaning she 

i s  a soft or weak person, not a good worker) . 
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5 . 6 3 . 2  Metaphor 

5 . 6 3 . 3  

5 . 6 3 . 4  

Euphemism 

You 

Hyperbole 

ovo 
pig 

k e - u  

o vo i ke ke 
pig em}:il tha t  

He ' 8  a pig ! 

l a h a - n - u  
tha t - sm s Z e ep- sing-past 

Phe pig s l ep t  (died) . 

a - u  mahoho  k e - t i  g i l u l a h a - l - u 

you-sm girl tha t -with p lay-pl -past 
p layed wi th ( 8 exua l re lation8 ) 

a t a  b a h a t a  t i - l - u 

per80n a l l  go-pl-past 

that gir l .  . 

Everyone went (ac tua l ly 80me did no t g o ) . 

5 . 6 3 . 5  Metonomy 

o ba h a t a - e a - u  l o h o- l - u 

vi l lage a l l-spm-sm come- pl-past 

A l l  the vi l lage8 (the peop le  of the v i l lage 8 )  came . 

5 . 6 3 . 6  Irony 

a - u  a t a - e  d u a  

you - sm per80n-mnm good 

You 're a good per80n . (Actual ly meaning j U 8 t  

t h e  opp08 i t e  a n d  8aid in a certain t o n e  of voice . )  

5 . 6 3 . 7  Synecdoche 

d l  v a v a - u  s a v a s a va - n - u  
my 8kin-sm 80ft - s ing-past 

My 8 kin i 8  80ft . (Meaning a l l  i 8  we l l  with 

the per80n . )  

6 . 0  S E N T E N C E S  

Thi s  analysis o f  the Sentences i n  M t n .  Koial i i s  still 

tentat ive and , possibly , incomp lete , but we list the types we 

have found so far . 
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6 . 1  C o - o rd i n a t e  S e n t e n c e  

I n  a Co-ordinate Sentence ,  all clauses except the last 

one end with a verb carry ing the medial ending - i / - 5 i (� s i .  
occurs fo Z Zowing / i / a nd - I occurs e l.sewhere ) and. . The last 

verb i s  given one of the other final or nonfinal tense s . The 

Clauses in a Co-ordinate Sentence tend to oc cur in t he temporal 

order in which the event s take place or to be s imultaneous , but 

this type of sentence is rather neutral about t ime sequence ; it 

doe s not signal temporal sequenc e  between the C lauses . 

d i  1 0 v i ma l e - i  m a h o - i i - n - u  

I food g e t - and cook-and e a t - s ing-past 

I got food, cooked ( i t )  and ate ( i t ) . 

d i t a - i ogo  ma - i . t o t o a ":  i 
I go-and c l.o thes g e t -and was h - fut 

· I  wi l. l.  go g e t  the c l.othes and wash ( them � .  

In the Co-ordinate Sentence , a l l  the Clauses have the same 

subj ect and that subj ect is establ ished in the first C lause e ither 

by overt re ference or from the context . If there is an obj e c t , 

it i s  ment ioned in the first Transitive C lause . 
There are no restrict ions on the tense of the final verb . 
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The free conjunction corresponding t o  the co-ordinat ing 

medial suffix is i s l  and which may introduce a Sentence or serve 

as the link b etween Clauses within a Sentence . 

• . .  h o h a v - e - n - u .  1 5 1  a u  de i a d a  l o u - i 
ca l. l.-plo-sing-past and h i s  s tory say-and 

k e b i a  n a m i g - e ve - n - u  
them t e Z Z-plo- s i ng-past 

. . .  ca l. Z e d  ( t hem) . And (he ) toZd them h i s  story . 

. • .  a b u - h  I ka l n a t u - e  t a - i i s i  t l - l - u 
them- w i th Kainan tu- to g o - fut �nd go - pI-past 

. . .  (we ) wou l.d go with them to Kainantu and (we ) went .  

6 . 2  T e m p o r a l  S e n t e n c e s  

The following three Sent ence types involve temporal relat ionships 

between the part s ,  i . e .  Sequence and Simultaneity . 

6 . 2 1  Simple Sequence S en�ence 

In the Simple Sequence Sentence the first Base i s  expounded 
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by a Clause or a Sentenc e ,  the last verb of which is inflec ted 

with the sequence marker - ge when, and the second Base is 

expounded by a Clause or a Sentence . The subj e c t s  of the two 

parts may b e  the same or different , and there i s  no restriction on 

the inflect ion of the final verb of the second Base . The Simp le  

in the name of this s entence is used s imply t o  contrast this 

s entence type with the following Delayed Sequenc e Sentence .  

When the 

Sentence type 

d i  i d i  h e i - ge boko l a h a - n - u  
I tre e au t -when fa l l - s ing past 

When I aut the tree, it fe l l  down . 

d i h a o k a  l o h o - ge  d i v a h a e h oa - n - u  
my friend aome-when I happy- sing-past 

When my friend aame , I was happy . 

final Clause is inflected with the future 

becomes a kind of a conditional Sentenc e . 

d i  t i - g e ma l a h a  ke - u  d a  h a mo - i 
I go-when man tha t - sm me hit- fut 

If I go, that man wi l l  h i t  me . 

tense , 

The first part of the Simple Sequence Sentence often 

recapitulates the action of the previous Sent ence . 

d i  h o i l a h a - n - u .  ho i l a h a - i l oh o - g e  a b u  
I re turn- s ing-pa� re turn-and aome-when they 

d i e h o va - l - u 
me fo l low- pI -past 

. . .  I aame baa k .  When I aame baak, they fo l lowed me . 

this 

The first Bas e of a Simple Sequence Sentence may be repeated 

one or more t imes , each repetition having a different exponent . 

d i  b a s i ke t i  be i - ge u o - ho l i - g e  d i  m a - i 
I basket weave-when be-neg-when I ge t-and 
t a - i vo i a - i  
go-and s e l l - fut 

When I weave a basket,  when it is finished, I wi l l  take 

( i t )  and go and se l l  ( i t ) . 

( The above example could also be analysed as a Simple 
Sequence Sentence with a Simpl e  Sequence Sentence expounding i t s  
sec ond Base . )  
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There is an idiomat ic form of this sentence type with a 
minimal Equative Clause c onsisting only o f  a Comment expounded 

by d u a - ve or a Predicate expounded by a verbalised adj e c tive . 

ke 

that 

i - g e  d u a - v e  

ea t-when good-nom 

That is good 

i s i t o ko i - g e  t o e l a - n - u  

but this e a t -when bad- s ing-past 

to  eat  hut this i s  bad.  

( The above example is an Antithetical Sentence with Simple 
Sequence Sentences expounding both its Base s . )  

The free conj unction corre sponding t o  the sequence marker 

suffix is i ge then . It usually introduces a Sentenc e . 

i ge a u  l o h o - ma 

then i t  come-prog 

Phen it kept coming .  

i ge may also occur Sentence-medially , but note that in 
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the following example , the preceding verb has a final verb inflection . 

k e - u  n i v u u v e  i - n - u  i ge d a - t a  

he- sm y e s terday banana eat- sing-past then I-a Lso 

He a t e  a banana y e s t erday,  then I a L so (ate  one ) . 

l ov j  ko - u  d u a - ve i g e k e - t a  d u a - v e  

food this - sm good- nom then tha t - a L so good-nom 
This food is good and that a Lso is good. 

6 . 2 2 V eldyed S eq ue nce S en�enc e  

The De layed Sequenc e Sentence consis t s  of two Bases . 

The first Base is expounded by a C lause or a Sentenc e , the last 
verb of which is  inflected with - a t a  for a time, and the second Base 
is  expounded by a Clause or a Sentence . The sub j e c t s  mus t  be 

the same in the exponents of the two Bases , and there i s  no 
restriction on the inflection on the exponent of the sec ond Base . 

The first exponent des cribes an action that persi sted for a t ime 
and then was followed by the second action . 

n o  i d i  h e i - I - a ta h a l e v a - i l o h o - I - u 

we tree cut-pl-for . a . time L eave-and come- p I-p a s t  

We cut  t h e  trees for a whi L e ,  Left and. came . 

d i  g e b e u  l ov o - n - a t a ma l e - i  l oh o - n - u  
I potato dig- s i ng-for . a . time g e t - and come - s ing-past 

I dug potatoes for a time, got ( them) and c ame . 
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The free c onj unct ion corresponding to the delayed sequence 

suffix is i n a t a having fini s hed, which usually introduces a 

s entenc e . 

ma l a h a  k e - u  n e g o a - n - u  i n a t a  
man tha t - sm s t�ong- s ing-past having . finished 

h a u  ke  ma - n - u  
thing that get- sing-past 

Tha t  man is s trong . A s  a res u l t ,  he took that thing . 

t o - u ovo  i - ma i n a t a  h a l e - i  
dogoflm pig e a t - prog having . finilized leave-and 

o - e  t i - n - u  
hou s e - to go - s ing-past 

The dog was eating the p ig .  Having finished, he went to the vi l lage . 

n o  g i l u - I a h a - I - u i l a t a  h a l e v a - i 
we p lay-pls-pl-past havin g .  finished leave -and 

o - e  t i - I  - u  
v i l lage- to go-pI-past 

We p layed.  Having fin i shed we left and went to the v i l lage . 

6 . 2 3  Simuttaneou� S e ntence 

The Simultaneous Sentence consists of two Bases , the first 

Bas e i s  expounded by a C lause or a Sentence , the last verb of which 

is inflected with the s imultaneous suffix - s e ge whi le ,  and the 

second Base expounded by a Clause or a Sentence , which may have 

any inflec tion . The sub j ects of the two Bases must be different . 

d f  k u l u  h e i - s e ge b e l e i n i - u l oh o - n - u  
I kunai aut-wh i l e  p lane- sm aome - s ing-past 

Whi le I was autting gras 8 ,  the p lane aame . 

d i a e l e h a - s e g e  a - u  l o v i  i - ma 
I you s e e - whi le you- sm food e a t - prog 

Whi le I wa tahed you, you were eating . 

The firs t Base may b e  repeated one or more times , each 

repetit ion with a different exponent . 

t i - s e g e  v a n i - e n i - mo e h u d a - mo u - s e g e  
go-whi le  sun-mnm faae-on abov e - on be-whi le  

Whi le  ( I )  was going, whi l e  the sun was  high above 
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The free c onj unction corresponding to the simultaneous 

verb suffix is i s e g e  at the same time/meanwhi Ze . It usually 

introduces a Sentence .  

i s e g e  d i  l o h o - rna 
meanwh i Z e  I come - prog 

Meanwhi Ze I was comi n g .  

The prec eding three Sentence types have been Sentences that 

signal temporal relationships between act ions . We turn new t o  

Sentenc es with logical relationships . 

6 . 3  A n t i t h e t i c a l  S e n t e n c e  

The Ant ithetical Sentence consists of two Base s  with an 
intervening Link expounded by the adversat ive c onj unct ion i s i t o 
bu t .  The exponent of the first Base must end with a verb inflected 

with the medial ending i and or with a final-verb tense . The 

exponent of the 

or 

second Base is not restricted in its inflec tion . 

d i 
I 

I 

I 

i s i v i a - n - u  i s  i t o  d i i s i v i - h o l  i - n - u  
wan t-s ing-past but 

wan ted to b u t  I did 

wan t  to but I don ' t  

rno ke - u  ba l u g a  
boy tha t - sm big 

I wan t-not - sing-past 

not wan t  to ( undecided)  . 

want to (undecided) . 

i s i t o d a - �  e s e - ve 

but I- sm sma Z Z - nom 

Tha t  boy is big but I am a sma Z Z  one . 

ke - u  to l oa - n - u  i s i t o k o - u to l o - b a l u g a - n - u  
tha t - sm hard- sing-pas t but this- sm hard-big- sing- past 

Tha t  i s  hard, but this i s  rea Z Zy hard . 

a u - n a  m u n e - mo 
he�m s tone-on 

u g u l amo- i 
s i t-and 

u g u  I amo- l I v e b e n e  
s i t - wi t t . no t  

i s i t o a u  b a e  va t a - mo 
b u t  he then ground-on 

He wi Z Z  sit on a s tone but he wi Z Z  sure Zy  n o t  sit on the ground.  

ke i - ge  d u a - ve i s i t o ko i - ge  toe l a - n - u  
that e a t - when good- nom b u t  this e a t-when bad- s ing-past 

That i s  good to e a t  but this  is bad to eat .  

4 55  

( In the above example , each Bas e of the Antithetical Sentenc e 

is expounded by a Simple Sequence Sentence . )  ( Some of the above 

examples show how the Ant ithet ical Sentence enc odes a deep- struc ture 

comparison . )  
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i s i t o b u t  is also used to introduce a Sentenc e . 

i s i v i - h o l i - l - u d a  h a vo- h o . 
want-not- pl-past me h i t - for 

ho i d e v e - l - u 
return-pI-past 

i s i t o h a l e va - i  
but teave-and 

( th e y )  did not wan t to ki t t  me . But ( th e y )  teft and went back . 

i s i v i a - l - u i s i t o d i  ke i s i v i - h o l  i - n - u  
wan t-pI-past but I that wan t - ne g-s ing-pas t  

. . .  wan t . Bu t I d o  not  wan t  tha t . 

6 . 4  A l t e rn a t i ve S e n t e n c e s  

There are two types o f  Alternative Sentences . The first i s  

the Alt ernative Question Sentenc e ,  and the second is  the Uncertainty 

Alt ernative Sentenc e . 

6 . 4 1  Al�e�na�iv e Que� �io n  S en�ence 

The Alt ernative Ques tion Sentence c onsists of two Bases 

with an intermediate alt ernative Link expounded by mena o r .  The 

exponent of the sec ond Base is a Clause , all of which is e lided exc ept 

for a s ingle C laus e constituent which contrast s  with a corresponding 

const ituent in the exponent of the firs t Base . The first Bas e is 

usually expounded by a single Query Clause with a final-verb tense . 

a - n a  a na n i - h o  i s i v i a - n - u  me n a  u v e - h o  
you-qm mandarin-for wan t - s ing-past o r  banana- for 

Do you wan t  a mandarin or a banana ? 

a u - n a m u n e - mo u g u l amo- i me n a  v a t a -mo 
he-qm s tone-on s i t - fut or ground- on 

Wi t t  he s i t  on the s tone or on the ground ? 

a u - n a  l ov i  i - s i  me n a  l a h a - i 
he-qm food e a t - fut or s t eep- fut 

Wi t t  he e a t  or wi t t  he s te e p ?  

6 . 4 2  Unce��ain�y Al�e�na�iv e  S en�ence 

The Uncertainty Alternative Sent ence consists  of two 

Bas es and an Uncertainty Link e xpounded by m e s o h o  maybe preceding 
each Bas e . The exponent of the last Base is  often elided except 

for the contras ting const ituent . 

me s o h o  a u- n a m u n e - mo u g u l a mo- i me s o h o  va t a - mo 
maybe he-qm s to ne - on s i � fut maybe ground-on 

Maybe he wi t t  s i t  on the s tone, maybe on the ground? 
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m e s o h o  a u - n a  1 ov I I - s  I m e s o h o  l a h a - I 
maybe h e - qm food e a t - fut maybe s Leep- fut 

Maybe he wi L L  e a t  food, maybe he wi L L  e le e p ?  

6 . 5  C o nd i t i o n a l  S e n t e n c e s  

There are two types o f  Condit ional Sentences .  One i s  the 

Simple Conditional Sentenc e ,  and the other is  the Generalised 

Conditional Sentenc e . 

6 . 5 1  Simple C o ndi�io nal S en�enee 

The Simple Conditional Sentence consists of two Bases . The 

e xponent of the first Base must have its final verb inflected with 

- l e g e  if, and the exponent of the second Base must have the 
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same sub j e c t  as the exponent of the first Base and must b e  inflec ted 

with a non-past tens e ,  i . e . ,  progress ive , future , or imperat ive . 

a l o ho - n - I e g e  d l  s oe - t a  ma 
you come- sing- if my axe -wi th g e t  

If you come, g e t  m y  axe ! 

d a - n a  l o ho - n - I e g e  a - h o i m i - t a ma - I  
I-qm come - s i ng-if you-for eugar . cane-wi t h  g e t- fut 

If I come, I wi l L  g e t  eome eugar cane for you . 

In the following example , a Simple Conditional Sentence is 

expounding the second Bas e of an Antithetical Sentenc e ,  the result 
being a c ontrary t o  fact Sentenc e . 

d i be l e l n i - mo t l - h o l l - n - u  I s l t o d I be l e i n i - mo 
I p lane-on go-neg-s ing-past but I p Lane-on 

t i - n - I e g e  h a  t I - ma 
go- sing- if die-prog 

I did no t go on the p Lane.  but if I had gone on 

the p L ane,  I wou L d  have die d .  

In t h e  fo llowing example , and in the one above , t h e  progressive 
tense may be either pres ent or past . 

d l  t l - n - I e ge  h a t i - ma 
I g o - sing-if die -prog 

If I go, I wi L L  diel If I had gone, I wou Ld have died.  

a - u  I d l  ko  b a i I - n - I e ge  n e h a n e  h a t i - n e l a  
you-sm tree thie fru i t  eat- s ing- if mue t  die - sing . imp 

If you ea t the fruit  of thie tre e ,  you mue t die .  
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6 . 5 2 Gene�ali� ed Co nditional Sentence 

The Generalised Conditional Sentence consists of two Base s .  

The exponent of the first Base must end with a verb inflected with 

- l a g e  any time, every time, whenever, and the exponent of the second 

Base may have the same or a di fferent sub j e c t  from that in the 

first exponent , and mus t be inflected with the past tense . 

d i  i d i  h e i - l a g e  d i  be go t u m ua - n - u  
I tree c u t - every t ime my 8hou Z der hurt - s ing-past 

Every time I cut tree8, my 8 houlder hurt 8 . 

no  e l e g - e ve - l a g e  a b u  n o h e - h i  l o u - l - u 
we 8 e e -plo-everytime they u8-with t a l k - p l-pa8 t  

Every t ime w e  8 e e  them, they t a l k  with U8 . 

6 . 6 C a u s e - Re s u l t  S e n t e n c e s  

There are two types o f  Cause-Result Sentences : the Simple 

Cause Sentence and the Si tuat ional Cause Sentence . 

6 . 6 1  Simple Cau� e S entence 

The Simple Cause Sentence consists of two Bases . The exponent 

of the first Base mus t  end with a verb inflected with - i me 80 . The 

exponent of the second Base must have the same subj ect as the first 

exponent . 

d i  h a o ka - ho u v u a - i me n i n a - n - u  
my fri end-for sad- 80 cry - s ing-past 

I was sad for my friend so (I)  cried. 

d i u te e l e h a - i me v a b u a - n - u  
I snake s e e - so afraid- sing-pas t 

I saw a snake s o  (I) am/wa8 afraid.  

In the following examp le , the two Bases are transposed . 

ke - u  evog i h a l e - i  t i - n - u  v a b u a - i me 
he-sm Evogi leave-and go- sing-past afraid-so 

He l eft Evogi because he was afraid. 

6 . 6 2  Situatio nal Cau� e S entence 

The Situational Cause Sent ence consists  of two Base s . The 

first Base is expounded by a nominali sed C lause plus the suffix 

- l u a because . ( A  nominalised C lause is a Clause inflected with one 

of the nominali s ing suffixes : - a l e  who, ma l e  prog . who, and - v e v e  
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fut . who . ) The exp onent of the second Base may have the same 

sub j ect  as the first exponent or a different subj ect . 

d i  l o v i  i - ho l i - a l e - l u a n e go- h o l i - n - u  
I food e a t - neg-who-because 8 trong- neg-sing-past 

BecaU8e I di d no t eat food, I am not  s trong . 

a 
you 

l o v i  
food 

BecaU8e you 

n i v u t i - ve v e - l u a l oh o - ge  n a h i 
tomorrow go-who . fut-becau8e came-when we 

i - 5 i 
eat- fut 

wi l t  go tomorrow, 

a ka t e - a l e - l u a 

when you come l. e t  u s  

d a - n a b a e  va - i  

eat  food .  

y o u  s imi l. ar-who-becau8e I-qm then do - fut 

BecaU8e you (think)  l. i k e  that,  I wi l. l.  proba b l. y  do i t .  

The free conj unct ions corre sponding t o  the - i me and - l u a 
are i a l e  80 and i ma l e  so . Both are used to introduc e sentence s .  

a 

i a l e  k - e a - u  d i  l ob o - h a vo - l - u 
so that- spm- s m  me tea8e-pls-pl-past 

So they tea8ed me . 

i a l e - u  d a - ho u l  i h o l  i - n - u  
so- sm me -for guide - s ing-pas t 

So i t  guided me . 

s i k u l u  a i oh a vo- n - u  i a l e  a - u  bae  
y o u  8cho o l  spo i l - sing-past so you - sm the n  

s i k u l u a - l i ve b e n e  
8choo l. - a t tend 

( Yo u )  ruined your scho o lwork . So you can ' t  a t tend 8 choo l. .  

i ma l e - u  d i  l o h o - ma l e  a v u e - mo l oh o - ma 
so- sm I come- prog . who him-on come -prog 

So a8  I was coming, (I)  kept coming upon i t .  

6 . 7  Comp l eme n t  S e n t e n c e s  

There are three Comp lement Sentences : the Intent Sente nc e ,  
the Purpose Sentence , and the Quotation Sentenc e . 

6 . 7 1 I n� en� S en�ence 

The Intent Sentence cons ists  of two Base s . The first Base 
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i s  expounded b y  a C lause o r  a Sentence whose final verb i s  inflected 

with - 1  i ve with the i n tention of. The exponent of the se cond Base 
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mus t  have the same subject  and must be inflected with future 

tense or imperative mood . 

n a h i  t a - I  i ve n a m i g - e ve - i 
we ( incl ) go-intending .  to te l l -plo-fut 

Let ' s  go te l l  them . 

t a - I l v e 

no  I o h o - I i ve i - s  i 
we come - i n t ending . to eat- fut 

We come i n tending to eat .  

d i  b e n i so l a  e s e - v e  ke ma 
go-in tending . to my penci l sma l l - nom that g e t  

G o  g e t  m y  pen c i l ,  tha t  sma l l  one . 

6 . 7 2 Pu�po4 e S e n�ence 

The Purpose Sentence consists  of two Bases . The exponent 
of the first Base is a C lause whose final verb is inflected with 

the benefact ive suffix - ho for . The sec ond Base is expounded 
by a Clause or Sentence . The subj ects  mus t  be the s ame in the 

two exponent s .  The order of the Bases is freely and often interchanged . 

d i  i s i v i - ho l i - n - u  t a l  i - h o  
I wan t - neg-sing-past go-for 

I do no t wan t  to go . 

d i  v a n i mo l e  bo t o - e  d i  e s - e a - u  u g u  i I i - ho  
I s u n  o ther bush-to my chi ld- spm-sm bird eat-for 

i s i v i a - ge l a b a n a - h o  t i - n - u  
wan t-when hunt-for go-s ing-past 

The o ther day , when my chi l dren wanted to eat bird, I 

went to hunt in the bush . 

Note that in the above Sentence ,  there i s  a Purpose Sentence 

e xpounding the first Base of a Simple Sequence Sentence , with part 

of the exponent of the second Base transposed to the front of the 

Sentence . 

l oh o - ma l e - u  h u ma h a  t a va - e  d i  m i n o - h o  u - ma 
come-prog . who-sm road midd l e - a t  me wai t - for b e - prog 

As (I) was coming, i t  was wai ting for me in the middle  of the road. 

u g u  ke - u  
bird tha t - sm 

Tha t  bird 

d i  m i n o - h o  u g u l a mo - i u a  
m e  wai t-for s i t-and be 

s a t  wai ting for me . 

l 
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d i  e h o - v a - I - a t a i s i v i - ho l  i - I - u 
me fo L Low-pls-p l-for . a . time wan t-not-pl-past 

da h a - vo - h o  
m e  hit-pls-for 

(The y )  fo L Lowed me for a whi Z e ,  ( th e y )  did no t wan t to ki Z L  me . 

The s ame sequences of verb s may also be enc oded into a 

Co-ordinate Sentence . 

d i  d i  s u ve k a  ma - i  i s i v i a - i m i h a t u - i 
I my bag g e t - and want-and t hrow4Ut 

I took my bag and wanted to throw (i t ) . 

6 . 7 3 Quotat�o n S entence 

The various possib le Quotations have not yet been s orted 
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out . Preliminary investigation indicates that direc t  and indirec t  

quotation , verbal and non-verb al , all take about the same grammatical 

form . They almos t always begin with a Quotat ion Formula , and 
occ asionally they are conc luded with a Closing Quotation Formula .  

The Quotation Formula is expounded by s ome form o f  the verb l o u 
say or h u h u a  think plus - i  and plus k o s e a  L i k e  ( used with first 

and sec ond persons ) or a voe or mo s e  ( used with third person 

speaker ) . 

d i h u h u a - i k o s e a  m e s o h o  d i  h o i l a h a - i 
I think -and L ike mayb e  I re turn- fut 

I thought,  "Maybe I wi L L  go back . " 

i g e d i b a e  u g u  ke  e l e h a - i h u h u a - i ko s e a  
then I La ter bird that see -and think-and Like 

me s o h o  k o - u  n o v a  a v u - n a  d i  me l a me- i t i - n - i e ge  
mayb e this- sm today i t-qm m e  L ead-and go- sing-if 

o - I a  ve l e m a - i 
v i L Lage - a t  arriv e - fut 

Then, L a ter, I saw tha t  b ird and thought Like this,  

"Maybe today this one  wi L L  L ead me and go and ( I )  
wi L L  arrive a t  the v i L Lage . " 

t a - I i v e b e n e  k a t e a - i 
go-fut . vol . neg Like -and 

(you)  won ' t  go.  Say ing 

l o u - g e  k e - u  t i - n - u  
say-when he - sm go- sing-past 

L i k e  that he wen t . 
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7 . 0  S E N T E N C E  T O P I C  

Almost all the preceding Sentence types may b e  preceded by 

a Sentence Topic expounded by a non-future Nominalised Clause . The 

function of the Sentence Topic is to recapitulate the previous 

Sentence in order t o  link the Sent ences t ogether into a narrat ive 

sequenc e . The Nominalised Clause often bears the sub j e c t  marker 

- u ,  even when the actor or thing re ferred to in the Nominalised 
C lause i s  not the subj ect of the whole Sentence , or even of the 

fol lowing C lause . 
A Nominali s ed C lause is one that i s  inflected with - a l e  who, 

- ma l e  prog . who,  and - i a l e  who ( exact meaning is s t i l l  unanalysed ) .  

d i  g e b e u  l o vo-a l e  k a b e b i a - n - u  
I potato dig-who tired- s ing-past 

I who dug potatoes am tired. 

or Having dug potatoe s ,  I am tired.  

d i  va v i - mo l oh o - a l e  d a - u  l e va l e v a  ma - n - u  
I nigh t - on come -who I-sm l e t ter ge t-sing-past 

I who came at night got the l e t ter / Having come a t  night,  

I got the le t t e r .  

d i  i d i  h e i - ma l e  k a b e b i a - n - u  
I wood cut - prog . who tired- s ing- past 

I who cut wood a l l  the time am tired / Having been c u t t ing 

wood, I am tired . 

The following examples demonstrate how C lauses may be linked 

into a long Co-ordinate Sentence or into several smaller Sentences  

with recapitulat ing Sentence Topics : 

d i  b o t o - e  t i - a l e  v e n e  d i koh a - i ma l e - i 
I bush-to go-who firewood chop-and g e t-and 

h o i l a h a - i l oh o- n - u  
re turn-and come - s ing-past 

Having gone to the bush, I cut firewood, got i t  and came back .  

d i  b o t o - e  t i - n - u  B o t o - e  t i - a l e  d i  v e n e  
I bush- to go - sing-past bus h - t o  go-who I firewood 

d i ko h a - n - u  v e n e  d i ko h a - i u o h o l i - g e  
chop- s ing-past firewood chop-and finish-when 

d i  ma l e - i  ho i l a h a - i l oh o - n - u  
I g e t - and re turn-and com e - s i ng-pas t 

I went to th� bush . Having gone to the bush, I chopped firewood.  

When I finished chopping the firewood, I go t ( i t )  and came bac k .  
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Note that i n  the last Sent enc e ,  the recapitulat i on i s  

performed b y  a Co-ordinate Sentence expounding t h e  first Base o f  

a Simple Sequenc e Sent enc e .  

i ge a u  t o t a  d i  h a l e - i  l oh o - n - u  l oh o - a l e - u  
then i t  again me Leave-and come - s ing-pa� come - wh o - s m  

d i  h a l e - i  t i - s e l e vea - n - u  
I Leave-and go- true- sing-pas t 

Then again i t  Left me and came . It coming, I Left and rea L Ly wen t .  

8 . 0  T E X T  

1 .  d i  i s  i v i a - i h o t o h o t oa - i 2 .  d i v a n  i mo l e  b o t o - e  
I wan t- and t a L k - fut I sun o ther bush-to  

I want and wi n ta L k .  I o ther day to the bush, 

d i e s - e a - u  u g u  i i i  - h o i s  i v i  a - g e  I a b a n a - h o t i - n - u  
my chi Ld-spm-6m bird ea t-for wan t-when hun t-for go-sing-pas t 

when my chi Ldren wan ted to eat  bird, wen t to hun t .  

3 .  t i - a l e - u  l a h a - mo l e a - n - u  
go- pas t . who- sm s Leep - other- s ing-pas t 

(I)  who went s L ept again . 

4 .  t i - s e ge  v a n i - e n i - mo e h u d a -mo u - s e ge s u b u t a  

6 .  

go-whi Le  sun-mnm face-on above-on b e - whi Le  before 

Whi Le going, whi Le  the 8un ' 8  face was high abov e ,  

a t a t - e a - u h a - l u v i - ma l - e a - u  mu n a n a b - e a - u  
per80n- spm-sm di e - p ls-prog . who- spm-sm 8piri t - spm-sm 

the anc e 8 tors, the peop Le  who have died, the 8piri t 8 ,  

b o t o - e  u - ma 5 .  i a l e  k - ea - u  d i  l o b o - h a v o - l - u 
bU8h-at be- prog 

were l iving in  the b u s h .  

i g e d i d a h u ve l a  t i - a  I e d i I ov i 

80 tha t - spm-sm me tea8e-pls-pl-past 

So they tea8ed me . 

m a - i d i s u ve i ka 
then I a L one go-pas t . who my food g e t - and my bag 

Then I a Lone went and go t my food and go t my bag 

ma- i k i b i d  i e b a mo - i t i - a l e - u  a b u  t o t a  
ge t-and 8 ho tgun carry -and go-past . who-sm they again 

and carrie d  8ho tgun and going, they again 

d i  l o b o - h a vo - mo l e a - l - u 
me tea8e-pls-o ther-pl-past 

tea8ed me . 
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i g e d i  t i - a l e - u  t o t  a a b u  d i l o bo - h a vo - ge  d l  
then I go-past . who -s m  again they me tease-pl s-when I 

Then as I wen t,  when they again tea s e d  me, I 

h o i l a h a - n - u  
re turn - s ing-past 

came bac k .  

8 .  ho i l a h a - i l o h o - ge  a b u  d i  e h o va - l - u 
re turn-and come -when they me fo Z Z ow-pl-past 

Whe n  (I) came back, they fo Z Zowed me . 

9 . d i  l o h o - g e  u g u  m o  1 e i v i i g ae  u g u - e  n a n a  

1 0 . 

I come-when bird o ther name one bird-mnm o Zder . brother 

When I came,  a bird with one name, the o Zder bro ther of birds, 

s o mo k  i u g u  ke - u  t a ho - t e  
Somo ki bird tha t - sm red-spec 

(named)  Somok i ,  tha t bird is red. 

i a l e - u  d a - ho u l i h o l i - n - u  11 . l oh o - ma l e - u  
s o - s m  me-for grasp . no s e - sing-past 

So it guided me (grasped my nose ) .  

come -pro g . who-sm 

A s  (I) was coming, 
h u ma h a  t a v a - e  d i  m i n o - ho u - ma 
road midd Z e - a t  me wai t - for be - prog 

in  the middZe  of the road, ( i t )  was wai ting for me . 

1 2 . i s e ge d i  l oh o - ma 
meanwhi Ze  I come - prog 

Meanwhi Ze  I was coming . 

1 3 . i ma l e - u  d i  
s o - sm I 
So as  I was 

l oh o -ma l e  
come -prog . who 

coming, 
a v u e - mo l o h o - ma 1 4 . i ge a u  l oh o - ma 
him-on come - prog then i t  come- prog 

(I) kept coming upon i t .  Then i t  kept 

15 . i g e a t a k - e a - u  d i 1 o b o h a vo - a  1 e - u  
then person that- spm-sm me tease-past . prog-sm 

Then those peop Ze  who teased me 

s e l e ve - t a  ea - u  d a  u a h a - I 16 . d i  e homa - i  
I fo Z Zow-and 

coming . 

true -with they-sm me b i te - rut 

rea Z Zy (wanted) to b i te me . When I came fo Z Zowing, 
l o h o - ge  d i  d i  s u ve k a  ma - i  i s i v i a - i  m i h a t u - i 
come -when I my bag g e t - and wan t - and throw- rut 

I took my bag and wanted to throw ( i t ) . 

17 . l o h o - i k i b l d i  e g u ma - i b a i b a - ve ke  ma t a h a - i 
come -and sho tgun break-and pipe-nom that carry-and 

(I) came and dissassemb Zed sho tgun and the barre Z 

ma - i  l o h o - n - u  
ge t-and come - s ing-past 

(I)  took and carried and came . 
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1 8 . l o ho - n - i a l e  h u ma h a  
aome - s i ng-pas t . who road 

As (I) aame , on the way 

t a v a - e  l o h o - ge u g u  
midd Z e - to aome -when b ird 

when I aame , tha t  bird s a t  

465  

k e - u  d i  
tha t - s m  me 

m i n o - h o  u g u l amo- i u a  19 . i ge d i b a e  u g u  k e  e l e h a - i 
wai t - for s i t - and be 

wai ting for me . 

then 

Then 

I 

I 

Za tel' bird t h at see-and 

upon s e e ing that bird 

h u h u a - i ko s e a  me s o h o  ko - u  nova  a v u - n a  d i  me l a m e - i t i - n - i e ge  
think-and s imi Zar maybe t h i s - sm today 

thought 'l i k e  this,  'Maybe thi8  one, if 

o- l a  ve l ema - i 
v i Z Zage - a t  arriv e - rut 

(I) wi H arrive a t  the vi Hage . ' 

i t -qm 

today 

20 . d i 

me 'l ead-and go- s ing-if 

i t  wi l l  'lead me and go, 

l o h o - a l e - u  
I aome -pas t . who-sm 

I aame 

l o h o - ge ma t a m a  mo l e  i v i  i ga e  b a l i a k u l u  ke  l o h o - a l e - u  
aome -when p l aae o ther name one Ba Z i a  kunai that aome - pas t . who-sm 

and when I aame, another p laae named Ba l i a  w i t h  kuna i ,  aoming there, 

g i d u - ve v a h a - mo 2 1. u g u  ke - u  l o h o - i 
dark- nom inside-on 

it was dark ins ide . 

bird tha t - sm aome -and 

The bird aome and 

goe u v u - mo l oh o - a l e - u  d i  h a l e - i  l o h o - a l e - u  
a Zoud ins ide-on aome-pas t . who- sm me 'leave -and aome -past . who-sm 

aoming ins ide a a Z oud, ( i t )  'left me as  it aame , 

va k i  mo l e  u a  
side o ther be 

2 2 . i ge  d i I oho- ge  goe 
then I aome -when a l oud 

Then when I aame , the a loud and was on the o ther 8 i de . 

k e - u  k u l u  k e  ko i - ge  d i h u h u a - i ko s e a  me s oho d i  ho i l a h a - i 
tha t- sm kunai tha t aover-when I think-and 'like  maybe I return- rut 

tha t kunai aovered and I though t, 'Maybe I wi l l  go baa k .  ' 

23 . i s i t o d i  ho i l a h a - v e ve ke h u h u i - g e  k e - u  d a e - mo toe l a - n - u  
b u t  I re turn- rut . who that think-when tha t - sm me-on bad- s i ng-pas t 

But when I thought about returning, tha t  was bad for me . 

2 4 . d a - n a  ho i l a h a - n - i e g e  b a e  a l u  d a  u a h a - i 
I- qm re turn - s ing-med then gh0 8 t  me b i te - rut 

If I go baak, then the gh0 8 t 8  wi 'l l  get me . 

2 5 . i ge d i  h a l e - i l oh o - i goe ke u v u - mo 
then I leave-and aome -and a Zoud that in8 ide -on 

Then I 'left and aame and aame in8 ide that a l oud. 
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goe ke  u v u - mo l oh o - a l e  d a - u  e l e h a - ge 
a loud that ins ide- on aome-past . who I-sm see -when 

Coming inside that a l oud, when I looked, 

i d i - t e - l a  l o h o - i e l e h a - g e  u g u  k e - u  uoke  d i 
tre e - s pe c - a t  aome -and see -when bird tha t - s m  there me 

when I aame inside the trees and looked, that bird over there 

m i n o - h o  u g u l a mo - i 
wai t - for s i t-and 

i d i - e a d a - mo u a  
tre e - mnm arm-on be 

was s i t ting wai ting for me . 

i g e d i  l o h o - a l e  a vu e - mo l oh o - n - u  
then I aome - past . who i t -on aome- s 1ng-past 

Then I aame and aame upon it (bird) . 

i g e a u  t o t a  d i h a l e - i l oh o - n - u  
then i t  again me leave-and aome - s1ng-past 

Then again i t  left me and aame . 

l o h o - a l e - u  d i h a l e - i t i - s e l e ve a - n - u  
aome - pas t . who-sm I leave -and go- true- s 1ng-past 

A s  it came , I left and rea l ly wen t .  

30 . i s e ge d i I o h o - a  I e l o h o - s e ge a I u k - e a - u  me s o h o  
meanwhi le I come -pas t .  who aome-wh i le ghos t tha t - spm- s m  maybe 

Meanwh i l e ,  whi l e  I was coming, those gho s ts maybe 

31 . d i  e h o va - l - a t a i s i v i - h o l  i - l - u d a  h a v o - h o  

32 . 

me fo l low-p1-for . a . t ime wan t - neg-p1-pas t me h i t - for 

fo l l owed me awh i l e  and didn ' t  wan t  to ki l l  me . 

i s i t o h a l e va - i  h o i d e v e - l - u 3 3 .  i s e g e  d i  l oh o - a l e - u  
b u t  l eave-and re turn- p1-past 

Bu t ( they ) left and went bac k .  

h uma h a  I a h a - n - u  

meanwhi le  I come-pas t . who-sm 

Meanwhi l e ,  I came and on 

3 4 . l a h a - s e g e  v a v i - mo u g u  
road s l eep- s 1ng-past 

the way s l ep t .  

s leep-wh i l e  night-on bird 

Whi le  I s lept ,  in the night 

mo l e  i v i  keko i a  h o t o i - l a ge  h o t o i - l a ge  va - u  v i - e 
ot her name Kekoia t a l k-every t ime t a l k - every t ime day- sm nigh t - mnm 
ano ther bird name d Kekoia kept tal king, kept t a l king, un t i l  in the 

v i g o - mo ke - ve ke - u  h o t o - ho l i - n - u  
midd l e -on tha t - nom that-£m t a l k - neg-s 1ng-past 

middle  of the night it s topped talking.  

35 . i g e d i  l a h a - l a g e  
then I s leep-every time 

va - u  a l a mo- ge  d i  b a e  
day- sm open-when I then 

The n  I kept s leeping and when the sun ros e ,  I then 
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h o ve l a h a - i l o v i  m a h o - i i - h o I  i - s i  t o  v a e - t a  
arise- and food cook-and e a t - neg-and but hunger-wi th 

go t up and did � t  cook and eat  food, but came 

l o ho - a l e - u  o - l a  ve l ema - n - u  
come -pas t . who-sm v i l lage - a t  arrive - s ing-past 

and arrived at the v i l lage . 

36 .  h o t o - u k e - mo k a t e a - i u a  
ta l k - sm that-on s imi lar-and b e  

The above t a l k  was l i k e  tha t .  

F R E E  T RA N S L A T I O N  O F  T E XT . 

hungry 
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1 .  I a m  going t o  t e l l  a s tory . 2 .  The ot her day, when my chi ldren 

wan ted some bird mea t to  e a t ,  I wen t  to the bush to hun t .  3 .  I s lept  

as  I wen t .  4 .  On the  way, a t  mid-day, the ance s tors, the spiri t s  

of t h o s e  w h o  have died, were in the b u s h  a n d  they teased me . 5 .  Then, 

being by myse lf, I got my food and my bag, and taking my s ho tgun, I left . 

6 .  And again, they teased me . 7 .  Then when they again teased me, I 

turned bac k .  8 . Wh en I did tha t, they fo l lowed me . 9 . As I came , 

a bird appeared - - a red bird, the brother of a l l  birds . 10 .  So that 

bird guided me . 11 . A s  I came a long, i t  was a lway s wai t ing for me on 

the way . 1 2 , 1 3 . A l l  the time I was coming, I kept coming upon i t .  

1 4 . The n i t  wou ld keep coming . 15 . Then those spiri ts who had teased 

me rea l ly wanted to gobb l e  me up . 16 .  As I came fo l l owing the bird, 

I took my bag in order to throw it away . 17 . I disassemb led the 

sho tgun and took the barre l (for a weapon ) as  I came . 1 8 . 

coming and on the way there was that bird wai ting for me . 

I kept 

19 . When 

I saw the bird, I thought like  this, 'Maybe now he wi l l  lead me back to 

the v i l lage . ' 20 . Then I came to another p lace cal l ed Ba l i a  where 

there is  kunai, and it was dark in side . 2 1 . The bird left me, went 

inside a c loud and was on the o ther side (of the kunai ) .  2 2 . Then as 

I came, the c lo uds came down over the kunai and I though t,  ' Maybe I 

wi l l  go back . ' 23 . But when I thought about re turning, that was no 

good .  24 . ( I  thoug h t )  ' If I go back the gho s ts wi l l  ge t me . ' 2 5 . So 

I left and went inside the c loud. 26 . A s  I went into the c l oud, I 

looked, and when I came inside the tre e s ,  I looked, and there was that 

bird s i t ting on a tree branch wait ing for me . 27 , 2 8 . Then when I 

came upon the bird, i t  again left me and took off. 29 . Then I left 

and rea l l y  came fas t .  30 , 31 .  Meanwh i l e ,  a s  I was coming, the gho s t s  

probab ly fo l l owed m e  for awh i l e  but did not  rea l ly wan t  t o  ki l l  me . 

32 . Ra ther, they left me and went back .  3 3 .  So I came and o n  the 

way I s lep t .  34 . Whi l e  I s l ep t ,  in  the night a bird named Ke koia 

kept sing i ng and s i nging un t i l  some time in the night,  i t  s topp e d .  
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35 . Then I s l ept and s l ep t ,  and when the sun rose, I got up and 

wi thout cooking or ea ting, I came and arrived hungry a t  the v i l lage . 

36 . Tha t ' s  how i t  happened. 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  See Dutton ( 19 6 9 ) for a description of this family and sketches 

of its member language s .  

2 .  Data for this paper were c ol le cted during 1 9 7 1  and 1 9 7 2  in 

Efog� . We are indebted to several language helpers as well as 

to our many Efogi friends for the material contained in this pape r .  

"This research has been supported i n  part by a grant from the 

Research Fund of the Papua New Guinea Branch of the Summer Ins titute 

of Linguis tics . "  Mr . Charles Peck , Linguistic Consultant for the 

Summer Institute of Linguistic s ,  kindly assisted in preparing this 

paper for publication . Our thanks to him for many sugge stions regarding 

form and content . 

3 .  Firs t and second person p ossessi ves are free-form possess ive 

pronouns . 

4 .  The modified noun marker is  ob ligatory when an adj ective or a 

locat ional follows in the Phrase . 

5 .  The suffix - ge i  fu ture con tinuous usually is found at the end 
of a s entenc e fil led with other clauses . 

6 .  - u  = subj ect  marker . See section 4 . 2 .  

7 . Since many Mountain Koiali speakers are Seventh Day Adventists  

b u l a  is interpreted as  Saturday . 



BI B L I OGRAPHY 

DUTTON , T . E .  

1 9 6 9  T h e  Peopt�ng 0 6  C en��at Papua : Some P�et�m�na�y 

Ob� e�va��o n� ( Canberra : Pac� 6�c L�ngu����c� , Series 

B .  9 ) .  

470  

Garland, R. and Garland, S. "A Grammar Sketch of Mountain Koiali". In Dutton, T.E. editor, Studies in languages of Central and South-East Papua. 
C-29:413-470. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1975.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C29.413 
©1975 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	Roger and Susan Garland�413
	A Grammar Sketch of Mountain Koiali.

