
TWELVE PRONOMI NAL SETS I N  YANYULA 

JEAN F .  K I RT ON 

O .  I ntroduc t i on 

1 .  Sets  of C l aus e - type Pe rson -mark e r  Affixes 

1 . 1 .  Locative P e rson-ma rker S e t  

1 . 2 .  Tran s i tive Actor Person -ma rke r Set  

1 . 3 .  Des cript ive P e rs on - marker S e t  

1 . 4 . As s o c i at ive Pers on - marker S e ts 

1 . 5 .  I nt rans i t ive Person- marker Set  

1 . 6 .  Re f lexive Pe rs on - ma rker Set 

1 . 7 .  Trans i ti ve Ob j ec t  P e rs on - ma rk e r  Set  

1 . 8 .  I mpe rative Pe rson-marker Sets  

1 . 9 .  Vari an t  Set  Used in Male  Spe e ch 

2 .  Free P ronoun S e ts 

2 . 1 . De s tination - re l ation P ronoun S e t  

2 . 2 .  Acc ompaniment- I ns t rument Pronoun S e t  

2 . 3 . Sub j ec t  and Obj ec t  P ronoun Se t 

2 . 4 . Re feren t  P ronoun Set  

3 .  P os s e s s ive -marke r Prefix Sets  

3 . 1 .  Kinship Pos sess i on Sets  

3 . 2 .  Body-part Pos s e s s i on Set  

3 . 3 .  Var i an t Set  Us ed i n  Male Speech 

4 .  Clause - in t roducer Person -marker Suffixes 

825 

Kirton, J.F. "Twelve Pronominal Sets in Yanyula". In Wurm, S.A. and Laycock, D.C. editors, Pacific linguistic studies in honour of Arthur Capell. 
C-13:825-844. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1970.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C13.825 
©1970 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



Cha./f..t 1 

SETS OF YANYULA CLAUSE - TYPE PERSON - MARKER AFF I XES 

LOCATIVE TRANS ITIVE DESCRIPTIVE ASSOCIATIVE I ASSOCIATIVE II I INTRANSITIVE REFLEXIVE T RANS ITIVE 
Subject Actor Subj ect S ub ject S ub ject S ubj ect Subj e c t  Obj e c t  

I Suffix Prefix Prefix Prefix P refix Prefix Prefix Prefix 

3 pI a l u  a I u b n a  I u ! ga l u  dj a I , dj / g a l u  d d j / g a l l n j a  d j / g a l a : 
2 pI i l 'f u l 'f-u n I f u  i 9 i 'f u dj i f  I g l  r u  g i f l n j a  9 i f  u 

I I i I p I  excl 
I I) a n u  I) a n  u I) a n u  ! d j a n  g a n l n j a  g a n u i g a n u  g a n u  

3 d i w u  l a  w u l a  n aw u I a g a w u l a  d j  aw u I g aw u l a  gawu l a  g a w u l a  

I 2 d I I m b a  I a I mb a I a n l mb a l a  g l mb a l a d j l mb a l  g l mb a l a  g l mb a l a  g l mb a l a  

I d excl I I) a�a r a  I) a�a r a  I) a�a 'f a  g a�a 'fa d j a�a 'f g a �a r a  ga�a f a  g a �a 'f a  

I p I  incl I I) a mb a l  a I) a mb a l a  I) amb a l a  g a m b a l a  dj amb a I g a mb a l a  g a mb a l a g a mb a l a  

I d incl I I) a  I I  I) a  I I  I) a l  I i g a  I I  d j  a I g a  I I  g a  I I  g a  I I  
I i I) a r:' a  
I 

I s r:' a  co " I) ar:' a g a r:'  a d j aQ  g a Q a  g a Q  a g a Q a  co ga!!,.a 

2 s l i n  d a  I n j  a co " n d a ga  d j  aw ga g l n j a  9 I r:' a  

3 fern s an da  an d a  n a n  da  g a n  d a  dj  an  d g an d a  g a n u  g a ra co g a y  
I ;---------- --------------------------- --------------- ------------- ----------- --------- - --

1 1 
3 ! I w a '" I y a a 1 I I u c n I w a  '" n l y a  g l w a '" 9 I y a  d j l w  g l w a '" g l y a g an j a  1 

masc s 1 g u  1 

1 1 3 neut a I I 1 I n  j dj a n 1 9 I w a  '" g l y a  d j  1 1  g l  g l n j a  g l  1 

! 1 1 
1 1 

3 plan t- aw u 1 a l) g u  n u  g uw a  dj  uw g u  g u  1 
derived 

1 1 ---------- --------------------------- --------------- ------------- ----------- ------------1 
I 

3 tree- a n u  n a n u  ga n a  
derived 

SET I SET 2 SET 3 I SET 4 SET 5 SET 6 SET 7 SET 8 



a 

b 

c 

d 

NO TES TO CH ART I 

Th i r d  p e r s o n  s i n gu l ar mas c u l i n e  s ub j e c t - m a rk e r s  o f  s e t s  1 ,  3 ,  4 ,  6 ,  h ave a ll omorphs i n  whi ch the 

f i n al s y l l ab l e  var i e s  f r om wa t o  y a j t h e  y a - f i n a l a l l om o r p h  o c c u r s  p r e c e d i n g a w - i n i t i a l  s t em ;  

e l s e wh e r e  t h e  w a - f i n a l a l l om o r ph h a s  m o s t  f r e qu e n t  o c c u r r e n c e . 

S e t s  2 ,  6 ,  8 ,  h ave a l l omorphs in whi c h  t h e  f i n al vowe l d o e s  n ot o c c u r .  

Th e b r ok e n  l i n e s  e n c l o s e  the are a o f  c on t r a s t  b e twe e n  f e ma l e  a n d  m a l e  s p e e ch . 

S e t s  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  h ave d j  an d 9 i n i t i al a l l o m o rph s as f r e e  v a r i an t s . 
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1 DESTINATION 

I -RELATION 

' to '  

3 p I  a l uw a l u  
I 

2 p I  y I 'f uw a l!:!. 
1 p I  excl I) a n uwal!!. 

3 d I w u l al!!. 

2 d y i mb a l al!!. 

1 d exc l I) a�a ra� 

1 pI incl I) amb a l a� 

1 d incl I) a l  i l!:!.  

1 s l) a�aI) 9 a� 

2 s y i n d al!:!. 

3 fern s a n d a l u  

3 masc s y l  l a� 

SET 9 

O .  I NTRODUCT ION  

Cha.ltt 2 

YANYULA FREE P RONOUN SETS 

ACCOMPANIMENT NONTRANSITIVE I RE FERENT and 
-INSTRUMENT S UBJECT , and POSSESSIVE P RON 

'wi t h ,  on ' 
OBJECT 

' for, of ' 

a l uw a  a l u a l u!l,! 

y i r u� y I r u  y i r u!l,! 
1 

I) a n u� I) a n u  I) a n u!l,! 

w u l a a w u  1 a 1 w u 1 a!l!. 

y i mb a l a� y i mb a l a  i y i mb a l a!l!. 

I) a�a r a� I) a�a r a  I I) a�a f a!l!. 

I) amb a l a� I) amb a l a  i I) a mb a l a!l!. 

I) a l i �  I) a l i I l) a 1 i !l!.  I 
l) a�al) 9 a I) a n a  I I) a�a 

y l n d a� y i n d a  I y i n� 

a n d a� an d a  an� 

y i 1 a� y i w a  y i � 

SET 10 SET 11 SET 12 

The p urp ose of this p aper is to show the role of p ronominal 

allomorphs in Y any ula,
l 

a p re fi xing langu age of the N orthern Te rri tory . 

The re are twe lve
2 

s e t s  o f  p ronominal morphemes whi ch o c cur as 

free p ronouns an d as p e rs on-markers . Th ey p rovi de cont ras t i ve fe atures 

o f  t agmemes on three leve ls of the grammati c a l  hie rarchy . Pe rson-marke r 

affi xe s provi de a cont ras tive feat ure distinguishing c l ause -type s ,  that 

i s , sentence - l e ve l  t agmeme s ; s uffixes on free p ronouns p rovi de con­

t ras t i ve fe atures dis tingui shing c laus e - le ve l  t agmeme s ; p os s e s s i ve 

p ronoun p re fixes provide a c ontras t i ve fe ature of noun classes ; p e rs on­

marker s uffi xe s als o o ccur on ce rtain c lause-introduce rs re l ating them 

to the s ub j e c t  of the cl ause they p re ce de . P ronominal affi xe s a ls o  

h ave allomorphs whi ch di s tinguis h  women ' s  spe e ch from men ' s  spee ch . 

The affi xati on as i t  o cc urs in w omen ' s  spe e ch i s  the mo re comp l e x ,  and 

there f ore i s  t aken to b e  the b as i c  form . 
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Th e des crip t i on o f  these twe lve pronominal sets  further i llus trates 
the ' full development of pronominalisat ion ' whi ch Dr. A .  Capell has 
pre sented  in hi s re cent paper on Aus tralian language s ( Cap ell 1 96 7 :  
2 1- 42 ) . 

1 .  S E T S  O F  CLAUS E - T Y P E  P E RS O N - MA R K E R  A F F I X E S  

S e t s  of allomorphs o f  p e rson-marker affixes are condit ioned b y  
dis t ribution into locative , de s c riptive , int rans i tive , associative , 
re flexi ve , t ransitive , and imp e rative clause-types . The se person­
marke rs , affi xe d to the p redi cate , indi c ate s ubj e c t , acto r ,  or obje c t .  

1 . 1 .  Lo ca t i ve  Pe rs o n -m a r k er S e t  

I n  a locative claus e ,  the s tems m a Q - /maQ a dJ - here,  b a dj - there 
( de fini te p taae J , n a m b - there ( i n de fini te p ta ae J , and the locative 
inte rrogati ve s tem Q a�- whe re ? ,  t ake a person-marker s uffi x t o  
indi cat e  the s ubj ect of the c lause . The above locat i ve s tems a l l  have 
i finally when pre ceding a c ons onant-ini tial person-marker . The set 
of person-markers whi ch occur with these s tems ( s ee chart 1 set  1 )  
p rovides the b as i c  s e t  from whi ch the othe r sets  o f  p ers on-marker 
a llomorphs are pre di c t able . 

The re are seven di fferent person-marke rs indi cating thi rd pers on . 
The nons ingular thi rd person i s  divided  between dual and p lural . The 
s ingular third person has fi ve dis tinctions . For the mo s t  part the 
categories  re fe rred t o  can be de fine d in the following way . The 
feminine pers on-marker re fers not only to female humans or animals b ut 
a lso  to  certain inanimate items s uch as aano e .  The mas cu line p erson­
marker re fers to male humans and to a res tri cted list of animals . The 
p lant-de ri ved  p e rson-marker re fers to vegetab le food and to articles 
de ri ve d  from p lan ts . The tree-derived  person-marker re fe rs to articles 
made from wood o r  bark , b ut also inc ludes some othe r i tems s uch as 
river . The neute r person-marker i s  very inc lus ive in the i tems to  
which i t  re fe rs .  The se i tems include s ome w hi ch would be  logi cally 
inc luded in other thi rd person c lasses , mos t unc las s i fied  items , and 
mos t art i cles from western culture . 

In lo cative c lauses , a male sp eaker shows dis tinction between 
the thi rd p e rs ons singul ar in mas culine , neuter ,  and p lant-derived 
c lasse s . In a ll othe r claus e-types e xcept as s o ci ative , male speakers 
do not show this dis tinc tion . 

Lo cative s ub j e ct-marke rs are lis ted  be low with the stem ma � adj ­
h e re ,  as in maQ a d J i Q aQa I am h e re . ( The s ub j e c t  or actor person-marker 
w i l l  be unde rline d in examp le s throughout the p ap e r ,  e x cept in sec tions 
des c ribing the ob j e ct person-marker where the obj e ct p ers on-marker will  
b e  unde rline d ) . 
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3 p l  

2 p l  

1 p l  excl 

3 d 

2 d 

1 d excl 

1 p l  incl 

1 d incl 

1 s 

mat;l a dj a J u  

m a t;l a d j ili  

mat;la dj i l) an u 

mat;l a d j i w u J a  

ma � a dj l mb a J a  

ma� a dJ i l) a:!ara  

mat;l a dj i l)amba J a  

m at;l a dj i �  

maQ a d j i l) a t;l a  

2 s 

3 s fern 

3 s masc 

3 s neuter 

3 s plant­
derived 

3 s tree­
derived 

mat;l a d j i n d a  

ma t;l a d j� 

mat;l a dj �  

Pers on-markers do not dis tinguish between s ingul ar , dual , and p lural 
when re ferring to nonpers ona1 3 s ub j e ct s ,  even when they o c cur in the 
feminine clas s . When re ferring to  nonpersonal subj e cts , the third 
s ingular form i s  use d .  

r a m u w a � a  b a dj a n da ' there i s  a canoe, the re are canoes ' 
f-canoe the re - she 

1 . 2 .  T ra n s i t i ve A c to r  P e rs o n -ma rk e r  S e t  

I n  a transitive claus e ,  the actor-marker ( s ee chart 1 s e t  2 )  i s  
a first -order p re fix , that is , i t  occurs ne xt t o  the stem .  I n  form i t  
i s  i denti cal t o  the locative s ubj ect-marker ( see chart 1 s e t  1 )  for all 
dual and p lural pers ons and for feminine s ingular . There is no actor 
p re fi x  for the t ree-derived class in the set of allomo rphs whi ch mark 
t rans itive actor.  The remaining s ingular persons have allomorphs as 
follows : t;l a - 00 0 - I, i n j a - 00 0 - y o u, i J u - he,  i n j d j a - i t  (ne ut e r ) , 
al) g u - i t  (p Lan t - derived) . 

When fi rst and se cond pers ons s ingular co-occur as obj e ct and actor 
prefixes , the obj ect  allomorph o c curs and t he actor pe rs on-marke r has 
zero oc currence . The zero allomorph of s e cond person s ingular as act o r ,  
further oc curs whe reve r the feminine s ingular , p lant-derive d ,  or t ree­
de ri ved allomorphs o c cur as obj e ct s . The other allomorph o f  se cond 
p erson s ingular I n J a - there fore co-o ccurs w ith dual and p l ural p ersons , 
and mas c uline and neuter singular obj ect  p re fixe s . 

Prob ab ly be cause of semantic res t ri c tions , there i s  no co-o ccurrence 
of first pers on actor w ith any fi rs t person as ob j e ct . The re is  no 
co-oc currence of s e cond person actor or obj e ct  w ith person-markers in 
whi ch any se cond person oc curs . 



· .. 4 g l n a - ., - r ama 

g i � al) a,g,ara r ama 

g a�a -!- rama  

g a n l mb a l a r a ma5 

ga f a - fl - rama  

g�r ama 

g aw u l �rama 

g aw u l  i l) a r ama 

gaw u l a n d a r ama  

g aw u l �r a ma 

I h i t  y o u r s )  

w e  ( d  e x c l, )  hi t y o u r s )  

y o u r s )  hi t me 

y o u r  d) h i t  me 

y ou r s )  h i t h e r  

y o u r s )  h i t  him 

y o u r s )  h i t  them (d) 

I hit them ( d) 

she  hi t them ( d) 

i t  (ne uter) h i t  them ( d) 

i t (p l,an t - de r i v e d) hi t them ( d) 

1 . 3 .  Des c ri p t i ve P e rs o n - ma rk e r  S e t  

831  

In a des criptive clause , the s ub j ect is  indi cated b y  a s ubj e c t  
pers on-marker al lomorph ( s ee chart 1 s e t  3 )  pre fi xe d t o  the p re di cate . 
In all first p e rs ons the allomorphs are identical w ith the locative 
s ubj e ct allomorphs ( s ee chart 1 set 1 ) . Se cond pers on dual allomorph 
is forme d by p re fi xing n a  to the corre sponding lo cat i ve allomorph . The 
remaining dual and p lural des criptive s ubj e ct-markers are forme d b y  
pre fixing n t o  the c orresponding lo cative allomorphs . Feminine , 
mas culine , and tree-de rive d de s c rip tive sub j e c t-markers are forme d in 
the s ame way . The remaining S ingular persons are as follows : n d a - you,  
n l - it  (neu te r ) , n u - it  (p l,an t -de ri v e d) . 

The set  of person-marker allomorphs occurs p re fi xe d  to the s tems 
of pers onal nouns or adj e ct i ves . The re s ultant form is a des cript i ve 
c laus e . Be cause of s emant i c  res t ri c tions the neuter  classes do not 
occur w ith p ersonal nouns or adj e ctive s , and the i r  o c currence will be 
de s cribed ed se ction 3 .  

E XAMP L E S  

I) al) ay a l g uy i I am/was a y o ung adu l, t  

n aw u l ay a l g uy i they ( d) are /w e re y o ung adu l,ts 

n a l u y u mb u  they (p l, )  are /we re sma l, l,  

n i w ay umb u h e  i s /was sma l, l, 

n an d ay umb u she i s /was sma l, l,  
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De s cript i ve pe rson-marker allomorphs also o c cur w ith y u f � u  a Z Z  the 
time . n i way u f� u he i s /was a n  the time , �amb a l a y u f � u  we (p Z incZ) are/ 
w e re a Z Z  the t ime . 

1 . 4 . A s s o c i a t i ve P e rs o n -m a r k er S e ts 

The predi cates in as sociative c lauses , - m a  want, - n i n j a  was b e i ng, 
and - I n i  am b e i ng,  take person-marker s ub j e cts . Associative I set 4 
( see chart 1 )  o ccurs w ith - m a  and - n i n j a ,  and associat ive I I  set 5 
( see chart 1 )  occ urs w ith - i n i . 

Apart from se cond person s ingular and third persons neuter and 
p l ant-deri ve d  s ubj e ct s , s e t  4 allomorphs are predic tab le from the 
des crip t i ve s ub j e ct al lomorphs o f  set 3 . Person-markers for se cond 
pers on s ingular , neut e r ,  and p lant-deri ved  clas ses are as follows : 
g a - you,  g i wa - � g i y a - i t  (ne uter) , g uwa- i t  (p Zan t - de ri ve d) . The 
remaining allomorphs are forme d from the des criptive s ubj e c t  p re fixe s  
by rep lacing the initial nas a l  w ith g .  

E XAMP L E S  

g a lJ a n i n j a  I was b e ing 

ga n d a n i n j a  s h e  was b e ing 

ga n ama I wan t 

Ema y o u r s )  w an t  

Associative allomorphs o f  set 5 vary from set 4 b y  the rep lacement 
of the ini ti al c ons on ant 9 by d j , and t he los s of the final vowe l .  The 
two exceptions are p erson-marke rs for se cond pers on s ingular and thi rd 
pers on neute r .  Th ese are as fo llows : dj aw- you,  dj i l- i t  (neut e r) . 
dj uw i n l  i t  (p Zan t - de ri ve d) i s  being, dj i w i n i  he i s  be ing, �i n i  
they ( p Z )  are b e ing, dj amb a l i n i  w e (p Z  i n c Z )  are b eing, dj aw i n i  y o u r s )  
are b e i ng,  d j l li n i  i t  (ne uter) i s  b e ing . 

1 . 5 .  I n t ran s i t i ve P e rs o n -m ar k e r  S e t  

I n  an intransitive clause , the s ub j e ct i s  indi cated by a s ub j e ct 
pers on-marke r al lomorph ( see chart 1 set  6 )  p refixed to the predi c ate . 

The s e t  6 intrans itive p e rson-markers have d j  and 9 occurring initi ally 

in free variati on .  Apart from the ini tial c onsonant ,  the set is 

i denti cal w ith s et 4 except for third pers ons neuter  and p lant-derived 

c lasses . Subj e ct-markers for these  two p ersons are : d j i - / g i - i t  
(neuter , d j u - / g u - i t  (p Zan t- de ri v e d) . d j a lJ aw a n i / g a lJ awan i I came b ack , 
dja n d aw a n i /gan d aw a n i s he came b ack, dj i mb a l aw a n i /gi mb'a l aw a n i y o u ( d) 
came b a ck .  
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1 . 6 .  Re f l ex i ve P e r s o n - m a rk e r S e t  

In a re flexive6 c laus e , the subj e ct i s  marked o n  the p redi cate by 
a se cond-orde r p re fix from set  7 ( see chart 1 ) . First-order p refi x  
i s  the re flexive morpheme mb a- . 

Ap art from the third p ersons singul ar feminine and mas culine , the  
re flexi ve set  i s  p redi cted  from the s et 6 int ransit i ve allomorphs . 
Third person s ingular feminine person-marke r is g a n u - s h e. and mas culine 
pers on-marker i s  g u - h e .  P lant-derived and t ree-derive d  s ubj e c ts have 
no t been found t o  oc cur in ref lexive clauses . The dual and fi rs t pers on 
s ubsets  are i dentical in fo rm w ith s et 6 .  The re maining s et 7 
allomorphs , that i s , the p lural s ubset , se cond person s ingul ar ,  and 
thi rd person neut e r ,  are de rived from s et 6 by the addit ion of the 
s uffi x - I n j a ,  after  th e loss of the final vowe l .  

E XAMP L E S  

�mb aw ug an j i she ta Zke d t o  h ers e Zf 

�mb aw u g an j i  he t a Z k e d  t o  hims e Zf 

gaw u l a mb aw u g an j i they ( d} t a Zk e d  t o  e ach o th er 

�mb aw u g a n j i w e e d  i ne Z )  ta Zk e d  t o  e ach o th er 

ga l i njamb aw u g a n j i  they (p Z}  taZked to each o t h e r  

g i f i njamb aw ug a n j i y o u (p t )  ta Zke d to e a ch o th er 

1 . 7 .  T ra n s i ti ve Obj e c t  P e rs o n - ma rk e r  S e t  

In a t ransi tive c lause , both actor an d ob j e ct are indi cated b y  
pe rson-marker al lomorphs . The first-orde r actor al lomorphs have been 
de s c ribed in s e ction 1 . 2 .  The s e cond-o rde r obj e c t  allomorphs , set 8 
( see chart 1 ) , are predi c t able from the set 6 intransitive subj e c t  
allomorphs . A l l  first pe rsons and neuter  allomorphs are i dent i cal 
with the int ransitive allomorphs , b ut g a � a - me has an additional 
al lomorph g a�a - which co-o ccurs with all se cond person s ubj e cts . Se cond 
and third persons dual and p lural obj e ct pers on-markers are als o 
i dent ical  w ith the c orresponding int ransitive s ubj e ct-markers , b ut these 
ob j e ct-markers have further al lomorphs in whi ch the final vowe l i s  
rep lace d b y  i .  These i - final al lomorphs co-occur w ith first person 
actors . The s e cond p e rs on singul ar and remaining third person obj ect 
allomorphs are g i � a - y ou. g a f a - / g a y - h er ,  g a n j a- 00 ga- him. g u - i t  
(p Z an t -de ri ved) . g a n a - i t  ( tree - de rive d) . 

Feminine obj e ct allomorphs g a f a - / g a y - co-o ccur with mas culine 
s ingular actor;  g a f a - co-oc curs w ith remainin g persons . Mas culine 
obj e ct allomorph g a - co-oc curs w ith se cond p erson s ingular actor;  g an j a ­
co-oc curs with remaining p ers ons . 
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g a l i  l u r ama h e  hi t us e d  inc Z )  

g a� i n j d j a r ama i t  (neuter) hi t me 

ga�i m b a l a rama  y o u ( d) hi t m e  

�i  l u rama h e  hi t i t  (ne u te r) 

gi raw u l a rama  they (d)  h i t  y o u (p Z )  

�� a n u rama we (p Z e�c Z )  h i t  y o u (p Z )  

ga l i � an u rama  we (p Z e�c Z )  h i t  t h em (p Z)  

�w u l a rama  they ( d) hi t t he m (p Z)  

ga r i  l u r ama/�l l u r ama h e  hi t h er 

ga n j a n da rama  she hit  him 

�i n J a r ama Y O U ( 8 )  hit him 

�w u l a rama the y (d) hi t it  (p Z an t - de rive d) 

g a n aw u l a rama  they (d)  hi t i t  ( tree - de ri v e d) 

1 . 8 .  I mp e r a t i ve P e rs on - m a r k er S e t s  

In an imperative clause , the s ub j e ct , actor, and obj e ct are 
indicated on affi rmative verbs . 

1 . 8 .  1 .  I mp �4ati v� P�46 0n- ma4R�4 S � � . In an int ransitive imp erative 
verb , the  s econd pers on s ub j e ct i s  marked by a limited  set  of person­
markers not listed on the chart . The p refixes are � _ 7 Y O U (8 ) ,  b i l a ­
y o u ( d ) , r u- y o u (p Z) . � -w u l uma y a  (yo u 8 )  run ! ,  b i  l aw u l umay a (you d) 
run ! ,  ruw u l umaya  (you p Z )  run ! 

In a re flexive imperative verb , the se cond person dual s ub j e ct i s  
marke d by b i  l a - a s  i n  the intransitive . Se cond person singul ar person­
marker is n j a - ,  and se cond person plural sub j e ct i s  r i n j a - .  A 
re flexive s ubj ect allomorph p re ce de s  the re fle xive p refi x  mb a - . 

�mb a b a l amay a ( y o u  d) c Z ap (your hands )  

njamb a b a l amay a ( y o u  s )  c Z ap (y our hands ) 

} i njamb a b a l a ma y a  ( y o u  p Z) c Zap ( y o ur hands ) 

In a transit i ve impe rative ve rb , the actor-marker is a first­
o rde r pre fi x  and the ob j e ct i s  a se cond-orde r  p refi x .  

Actor pe rson-marke r allomorphs are a limited s et : 0 - Y O U ( 8 ) ,  

1 mb a l a - y o u ( d) , i r u - y o u (p Z) . These dual and plural al lomorphs are 
i dent i c al with the corresponding lo cat i ve allomorphs ( see chart 1 set 1 ) . 



n j a -!- g a r a  (y o u  8 )  bring him ! ,  n j i mb a l a g a r a  (you d) b ring him, 
n j i r u g a r a  (you p Z) bring him!  
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Obj e ct  pe rson-marker allomorphs are in comp letely analys e d .  Two 
of the frequent ly occurring obj e ct-markers are r a - � r - h er, and n j a ­
� n j - him . The a of these  markers i s  lost preceding a vowe l-initial 
act or prefix . �- � - g a r a  (you s )  bring her ! ,  !i r u g a r a  ( y o u  p Z ) bring 
h er ! ,  �- � - g a r a  (you 8) b ring him ! ,  �i r u g a r a  (you p Z) b ring him ! 

1 . 8 . 2 .  Ho�tato�y Pe� o n - ma�Re� S etc . In a hort at ory c lause , the s ub j e ct , 
actor,  and ob j e ct are indi cated on t he verb by person-marker p re fixes . 

P re sent data does not allow comp lete analy s i s  b ut in the data 
avai lab le the following have been ob serve d .  The s ub j e c t  p ers on-marker 
al lomorphs in intransitive claus es are � a l i - we e d  ine Z ) ,  � a mb a l a -
we (p Z ine Z ) .  � a l i w i � g a  Ze t u8 ( d  ineZ)  go , � a mb a l aw i � g a  Ze t U8 (p Z ine Z )  
go . In re flexive clauses the same subj e ct pe rson-markers o c cur 
p receding the reflexive morpheme mb a - . 

� a l i mb aw u d u r u may a  Z e t  u8 ( d  ine Z)  fee d  o ur8 e Zve 8 ,  

� a mb a l a m b aw u d u r umay a Z e t  us (p Z ine Z )  fee d  ours e Zve8 . 

In transitive clauses , actor allomorphs o c curring as firs t-o rde r 
p re fi xes are � a l i - we e d  ine Z ) ,  � a mb a l a - we (p Z ine Z ) , i l u - he . 
n j a�r a ma y a  Ze t u8 ( d  i n e Z )  h i t  him, n j a � amba l a r a may a Ze t us (p Z i n e Z )  
h i t  him, n j �r a ma y a  Ze t h i m  hi t h i m .  Ob j e ct al lomorphs o c curring as 
se cond-o rde r p re fixes are r a - h er, n j a- him , and b oth lose the final 
vowe l pre ce ding a vowe l-init ial prefi x .  �� a l i r ama y a  Ze t u8 ( d  ine Z )  
h i t  h er, I i  l u r a m a y a  Ze t him h i t  h e r, �� a l i r amay a Ze t us e d  ine Z)  h i t  
him, �I l u r a maya  Ze t h i m  hi t him.  

1 . 9 .  V a r i a n t  S e t  U s e d  i n  Ma l e  S p e e c h  

I n  each s e t  o f  person-marker p refix allomorphs excep t the 
as sociative s e ts , the female speake r has the neute r ,  p lant-derive d ,  
and mas culine forms t o  di ffe rent iate ( see area enclosed by b roken lines 
on chart 1 ) . The male speake r has only one form whi ch include s  all 
three c las ses . In the ass ociative s e ts , the male speaker distingui shes 
the p lant-de ri ve d c lass but make s no dis tinction between the mas culine 
and neuter  c l as s e s . 

In s e t  2 ,  the transitive actor allomorph for a male sp eaker i s  
i l u - he , i t  ( n e u ter, p Zan t- de ri ved) . ( As in the examp les in s e ctions 
1 . 8 .  and 3 . 3 . , F pre ce ding a language examp le indi cate s a female 
speake r ,  and M indic ate s a male speaker) . 



F ga l �r a ma M ga l �rama he h i t  him 

F ga l i n j d j a ra ma M " " i t  (ne u ter) h i t  him 

F ga l al) g u rama  M " " i t  (p lan t-de rive d) hi t him 

In set 3 ,  the s ubj e c t  al lomorph for a male speake r is n a - he, i t  
(ne uter, p lan t-de rived) . Because semant i c  re strictions limit the us e 
of  set  3 allomorphs in a des criptive c lause , the fol lowing i llus t rations 
are of  s et 3 all omorphs in their oc curren ce as possessive-marker on 
b o dy-part nouns . 

F �w u l ay a  M �w u l ay a  h i 8  head 

F �w u l ay a  M " " i ts (neut e r) h ead 

F �w u l ay a  M " " i ts (p lan t - deri ve d) h e a d  

The above ne ute r c las s e xamp le , i ts (ne ute r) head, i s  used in re lation 
t o  neuter  c lass animals s uch as a crocodile , and of neuter clas s  
inanimate obj ects s uch a s  the h e a d  of an engine . The above p lant­
derive d c las s examp l e ,  i ts (p lant- de ri ve d) h ead,  i s  use d in re lation t o  
frui t ,  since the fruit of a tree i s  re fe rre d  to in Yanyula as i ts h ead.  

In set 4 ,  the s ubj e ct allomorph use d  by a male speaker for 
mas culine and neuter c lasses is g i w a - , and in set 5 the sub j e c t  
allomorph used  is  d j i w - . In the p lant-deri ve d  c lass the pe rs on-marker 
in b oth sets i s  iden ti c al w ith that in w omen ' s  spee ch . 

F dj i w i  n i M dj i w  i n i he i 8  be ing 

F d j  i li n i M " " i t  (ne ute r) i8 b e ing 

F dj uw i n  i M dj uw i n i i t  (p lan t - de ri ve d) i8 b e ing 

In set 6 ,  the third pers on subj e ct for mas culine , ne ute r ,  and 
p l ant-de ri ve d  c las ses is ga - / dj a - . 

F �w i l) ga 

F .2lw i I) ga 

F �w i l) ga  

M �w i l) ga 

M " " 

M " " 

he aame 

i t  (ne uter) aame 

it (p lan t-der i v e d) aame 

In set 7 ,  g u - i s  the s ub j e ct al lomorph used  by a male speaker fo r 
mas culine and ne ute r c las s e s . There i s  no example of p lant-derive d 
c las s occurring as re flexive sub j e ct .  
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h e  harme d hims e Zf 

M " " i t  (neuter)  h arme d i t s e Zf 

Conce rning set 8, analysis  of transi ti ve pers on-marke rs used by a 
male speaker i s  incomp lete . It i s  note d howe ver ,  t hat the ob j e ct 
person-marke r oc curs les s  frequently in male spee ch than in women ' s  
spee ch , and that frequent ly the act or allomorph occurs a lone on the 
p redi c ate o f  a trans itive c lause . 

F �w u l a ga l a  

F �w u l a ga l a  

F �w u l a ga l a  

M gawu l a g a l a  

they ( d) s aw him 

th ey (d)  s aw it (ne uter) 

they ( d) s aw it (p Zan t-de ri v e d) 

they ( d) s aw (him,  i t  n e u te r, i t  p Zan t - de ri ve d) 

Res idue : g i - infrequent ly o ccurs in male spee ch as a vari ant o f  the 
intransitive s ubj e c t  ga- . Conditioning fac tors of its o c currence have 
not yet been de termine d .  

2 .  F RE E  P RO N O U N  S E T S  

The re are forty-e i ght free pronouns ( see chart 2 ) . For an earlier 
les s c omp lete analysis , 8 see Kirton 196 4 : 139-4 8 .  

There are four sets  o f  pronouns corre lating w ith their di s t rib ut i on 
into the following c lause-le ve l  tagmemes : de s tinat ion-re lati on , 
accompaniment-inst rument , nontransi ti ve s ubj e c t ,  obj ect , re ferent . 

2 . 1 .  De s t i n a t i o n - re l a t i on P ro n o un  Se t 

The p ronouns o f  set 9 ( see chart 2 ) , have a s uffi x - l u  to indi cating 
des tination-rel ation t agmeme . a l uw a� t o  them (p Z ) ,  y i mb a l a� to y o u (d) , 
y i n d a� t o  y o u rs ) ,  � a�a� g a� t o  me . 

y i l a l u  g a l uw l � g a 
him - to they -wa Z k  
' they wa Zke d t o  him ' 

2 . 2 .  A c c omp an i me n t - I ns t rume n t  P ro n o un Se t 

The pronouns o f  set  10 ( see chart 2 ) , have a s uffix a � wa � l a  � 

� g a  indi cating ac companiment-inst rument tagmeme . The al lomorph - � g a 
oc curs only on first person s ingular ;  - l a  o c curs only on fi rst person 
dual inclus i ve ; -wa occurs on the p l ural s ubset ( see chart 2 )  which has 
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u - final s tems ; - a  oc curs w ith all other p ronouns . � a�aryga  w i th 
me.  � a l i � w i th uB f d  in e Z ) , a l uwa with  t hem (p Z J ,  � amb a l a� w i t h  us (p Z 
ine Z ) ,  y i n d a� w ith y o u rs ) .  

l i g i l i y a � u  g a l i l a ga  � 
p Z- his -p Z- ehi Zd them-he -bring him-w ith 
' he b ro ug h t  his  ehi Z dren w ith him ' 

2 . 3 .  S u b j e c t  an d O b j e c t  P ro n o u n  S e t  

The pronouns o f  s e t  1 1  ( see chart 2 ) , manifes ting the nontrans i t i ve 
s ubj e c t  or ob j e c t  tagmeme , have the s hortest fo rm . With the except ion 
of first person s ingular pronoun , s e t  11 pronouns are predi ct able from 
s e t  10 ; the ins trument-ac companiment s uffi x is lost  and the remaining 
set of s t ems i s  the nontransitive subj ect and obj e ct set . Firs t person 
s ingu lar s tem in s et 11  is  � a Q a .  Unlike all othe r free pronouns , the 
re fe rent p ronoun � a�a for me is the free pronoun stem fo r first person 
s ingular in all othe r tagmeme sets . The pronoun � a Q a  i s  identical in 
form w ith the firs t pers on s ingular lo cat i ve s ub j e c t  person-marke r 
( see chart 1 set 1 ) , and is there fore more closely re late d t o  the 
c orre sp onding pers on-markers than to t he othe r first pers on s ingular 
free pronouns . � a Q a  I, me, a l u  they ,  t he m (p Z) , w u l a  they ,  t h em ( d) , 
� a d a f a  we, us e d  eze Z ) ,  y i n d a  y ou r s  s ubj or obj ) . 

� a l a  � n J ama � a d j i n J aw a dj b a l a g i y aw u l uma 
then he m - that m-whi teman he -run 
' th en that whi teman ran ' 

2 . 4 .  Refe re n t  P ro n o u n  Se t 

On the free pronouns o f  s et 12 ( see chart 2 ) , the re ferent tagmeme 
i s  mani fes ted  by the nons ingular s uffi x � a ,  and by the s ingul ar s uffi x 
g u  00 (I .  

The nonsingular suffix � a  occurs w ith the nontransi tive s ub j e ct and 

obj e ct nonsingular s tems ( see chart 2 set  1 1 ) . a l u� for them (p Z) , 
y i f u� for y o u (p Z ) ,  � am b a l a� for us (p Z in e Z ) , y i mb a l a � a  for y o u (d) . 

First person s ingular re ferent pronoun occurs as the free p ronoun 
s tem � a�a for me,  w ith zero s uffixat ion . The other s ingular pronouns 
undergo s tem change by the loss of t he final syllab le of the corresponding 
nontransitive s ub j e ct and obj ect pronoun ( see chart 2 ) , and rep lacement 
of the final syllable by the suffi x  g u o  

a n d a  s h e, h er y i n d a y o u r s )  y l wa  h e ,  him 

a n g u  for h er y i n g u  for y o u r s )  y i g u  for him 



d j i y aw a dj b a�an i n j a  � 
h e- c a L L-pas t cant him-for 
' h e  was ca L Ling for him ' 
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Set 12 refe rent pronouns , as  des cribe d  in this s e c tion , also o c cur 
as possess ive p ronouns . an g u  her, � a�a my , a l u� a  the i r (p L J ,  y i f u � a  
y our (p LJ . 

3 .  P O S S E S S I V E - MA R K E R  P RE F I X  SETS  

In Yanyula , inalienab le posses sion is  marked by a pers on-marker 
prefix . ( A lienab le possession,  de tai l  o f  whi ch is  out side the s cope 
of this p ape r ,  is indi c at e d  by a free possess ive pronoun ) . Th ree s e t s  
of p re fixes are used to  indi cate possess ion o f  re lat i ves and b ody-parts . 

3 . 1 .  K i n s h i p  P o s s e s s i on S e ts 

There are two classes  of kinship nouns an d each c lass takes a 
di fferent s e t  of possess ive prefixes . 

C lass 1 kins hip nouns consi s t  o f  a full list o f  kinship te rms , and 
possession i s  indi cated by a se cond-order  prefi x .  Thi s  prefi x is  
s imi l ar in form to  the free posses sive pronoun o f  set  1 2  ( see chart 2 ) , 
but cert ain morphophonemi c change s o c cur.  The pre fix-init ial  semi­
vowe l y is lost when a third-orde r prefix  occurs . The final vowe l of 
y i g u his changes to i pre ceding the p lural morpheme l i - . 

l .!.Jl..!.. l i � an j dJ i 
p L-his-p L - re L a ti ve 
'his  re Latives ' 

r�r a a � u  
f-y our s -f-chi Ld 
' y our (s)  da ugh te r '  

n j �n J ab l y i  
m-her-m-fa th e r  
'her  fa the r '  

r a � a�af ama n j dj i g ara  
f-my -f- s i s te r  in Law 
'my s is ter-in- L aw ' 

C las s 2 kinship nouns c ons i s t  of a limited lis t o f  kinship te rms . 
The kinship re l ationships expres s e d  in this c lass are the s ame as some 
of those expressed  in class 1 b ut the stems are di fferent .  Possess ion 
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i s  indi cated b y  the s ame al lomorphs whi ch mani fe s t  asso ciative I 
s ubj e ct ( s ee chart 1 set 4 ) . 

n j a g a d a rawu�ay i 
m-o ur d exa Z - grandahi Zd 
' o u r ( d  e x a Z )  grands on ' 

f a g a � a a � i ma 
f-my - s i s te r ' s  ahi Zd 
'my nie ae ' 

a g a n d amaQ g ay i 
f-her-patern a Z  grandmo ther 
'her p a terna Z grandmothe r ' 

3 . 2 .  B o dy - p a r t  P o s s e s s i o n Se t 

P os se s s i on of a clas s  of nouns whi ch c onsi st chie fly of body­
part s is shown by the allomorphs whi ch mani fes t  des crip tive s ub j e c t­
marker , set  3 ( see chart 1 ) . n a l uw i n i  the i r (p Z)  n ame s ,  n i r u Q u r u 
y o ur (p Z) nose s ,  Q a� am u l u  my mouth, n a n d aw a d a  her hair, n i wama l i dj i  h i s  
hand, �Q u r u  i ts (ne uter) nose,  n a n umu l u  i ts ( t re e - de ri v e d) mouth 
( use d  to re fer to the door of a hous e ) . 

3 . 3 .  V a r i a n t  Se t U s e d  i n  M a l e  S p e e c h  

The set  o f  possess ive prefixes occurring w ith c lass 1 kinship nouns 
has a s e t  of al lomorphs in whi ch the final vowe l changes to i .  This 
varian t  s e t  i s  used by a male speake r when re ferring to a male re lative . 

F n j �n j a b i y i  M n j �b i y i  her fa ther 

F n j �n j a b a b a  M n j �b ab a  y our ( s )  o Z de r  b ro th e r  

The set  of allomorphs use d  b y  a male speaker i n  body -part possessive­
markers has been des cribed  and e xemp li fied  in section 1 . 9 . ,  para 3 .  

4 .  C L A U S E - I N T RO D U C E R  P E RSO N - M ARK E R  SU F F I XES  

Two clause-int ro duce rs , Q a l a  w he n ,  th en and ga�a mis taken Z y  though t/ 
thinkin g, take a set of pers on-marking suffixes i dent ical in form with 
s e t  1 locat i ve s ub j e ct-marke rs ( see chart 1 ) . 

The temporal clause-introduce r , · Q a l a  � Q a l - � Q a l i - w h en ,  then,  
has an opt i onal pers on-marker suffi x whi ch re fe rs t o  the s ub j e ct of the 
c l ause i t  int roduces . The claus e-intro duce r allomorph Q a l - p recedes a 
vowe l-ini tial pers on-marke r ;  Q a l i - p rece des an Q · initial person-marker ; 
Q a l a - p re ce de s  -w u l a  they ( d) . 
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I) a. l  i wa when he 

I) a l i l) an u  when we (p l exa l )  

I) a l aw u l a  when the y ( d) 

I) a l  a n d a  • • •  I) a l  i l) aQ a  ' "  when sh e . . .  then I ' "  

I) a l  i w a g i y a w a dj b a l a  y i n g u ,  
when-he he - a a l l - fut y ou s -for 
' When he a a l ls for y o u, I w i l l  

l) a l i l) aQ a  g a Q aluwa f i  l a  
then-I I - depart -fut 

go away . ' 
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The mis c onception introduce r ,  g a�a � g a�- , optionally has a sub j e ct 
pe rs on-marker s uffi x .  Thi s may co-oc cur w ith a s ub j e c t -marker p refi x  
on the ve rb . 

g i w a n b a n ma 
though t - h e  he-fa l l-might 
' (I) mis taken ly thoug h t  h e  mi gh t fa l l ' 

g a� a b uy i  r a � u  
though t-she f-sma l l  f-ahi ld 
' (h e )  mis taken ly though t ( the baby was ) a li t t le gir l ' 



N O T  E S 

1 .  A change has been made by the author in the spe lling of the language 
name from A n y u l a  as in p revious pape rs , t o  Y a n y u l a ,  to be in accord w ith 

us age in Government re cords . 
The Yanyula peop le mainly live at or around Borroloola in the 

Northe rn Te rri tory , but a sma ll group is settled at Doomadgee Mi ss ion 
over the borde r  in Queens land .  This paper is written using dat a ob tained 
during twe lve months ' field  work at Borrolool a ,  and eight months ' fie ld 
work at Doomadgee Mi ssion , unde r the auspi ces o f  the Summe r Inst i tute 
of Linguis t i cs . 

The author grate fully acknowledges the cons ultant he lp of Mi ss 
E un i ce Pike in analys i s  and presentation o f  the content o f  the pap e r .  

The author also grate fully acknowledges the he lp o f  a con cordance 
of approximately 19 , 0 0 0  words of Yany ula text comp i led  b y  the IBM 14 10 
computer  at the Uni versity o f  Oklahoma by the Lingui s ti c  Information 
Ret rieval Proj e ct of the Summe r Ins titute of Linguistics and the 
Uni vers i ty of Oklahoma Research Ins ti tute , and sponsore d  by Grant GS-9 34 
o f  the N ational Science Foundat ion . 

The author also achnowle dges her debt  to wi lling Yanyula in formant 
he lpe rs , Bel l a  Jerry and Punch Mundul a from Borroloo l a ,  and Plut o 
Se venemus and Big Arthur from Doomadgee Mi ssion .  

2 .  Yanyula nouns , clauses , an d ve rb s are incomp letely analys e d  at this 
time . From analysis  whi ch has been done i t  i s  known that the re are , in 
fact , more than twe lve pronominal sets , but twe lve s ets come within 
the s cope o f  this p aper ,  and others are re fe rre d to . 

3 .  Pe rs onal nouns are nouns from feminine and mas culine c las s e s  whi ch 
re fe r almos t  exclusive ly to peop le . The re is rare inclusion o f  a 
res t ri cted  group o f  animals . 

842  
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4 .  - � - i s  used a s  a de vi ce t o  indi c ate a zero morpheme occurrence i n  
examples whe re a spe cific p erson-marke r i s  s i gnalle d i n  this way . 

5 .  Morphophonemi c changes occur in pe rson-marke r affi xat ion . ( 1 )  The 
init i al y o f  person-markers for s e cond pers ons  and thi rd person s ingular 
mas culine , i s  lost when that pe rson-marke r ce ases  t be word-ini tial . 
These p e rson-markers then behave as vowe l-initial morphemes . ( 2 )  In the 
context of word , where any vowe l-final morpheme p re cede s  a vowe l­
ini t i al p e rs on-marke r,  there is  los s  of t he firs t vowe l .  

6 . The term 4 e 6 le x� v e  inc ludes re flexi ve and re ciprocal act ion as no 
di s t inction i s  made between these  in Yanyula . 

7 .  n d a - has only been re corde d once as an allomorph o f  � as s ub j e ct of 
an intrans i t i ve imperative : n d aw i � ga (you 8) wa Zk ! 

8 .  The author ' s  pre vious p aper on pronouns was writ ten be fore the 
phonemic analysis  was done . O rthographi c al changes have since been made 
to c oncur w ith the phonemi c symbolis at ion , see Kirton 196 7 : 15-2 8 .  
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