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1 0 .  Sen tence 

S t re s s  in Gugu-Yal anj i l fun ct i ons not only as a word marker .  b ut 
the p lacement o f  c lause s tres s  is one o f  the contras t i ve fe atures by 
whi ch clause types 2 are dis tinguishe d .  At least one t agmeme in a clause 
mus t re cei ve clause s t res s .  but in cert ain clause types the lo cation 
t agmeme is als o  ob ligatorily s tres s e d .  and in s ome clause types any 
postp re di cate tagmeme e xcept the ne gative g a r l  i s  ob ligat o ri ly s t re s s e d .  
I f  a s t re s s e d  t agmeme i s  mani fested  b y  a phrase cons i s t ing of more than 
one word. for the mos t  part . each word of the phrase re ceive s  clause 
s tres s .  

1 .  W O R D  S T R E S S  

Word s t re s s  o c curs o n  the fi rs t syl lab le o f  words . I t  i s  character
i s e d  by loudness and the highest p i t ch o f  the word. A word has a 
minimum o f  two syllab les . b ut may have as many as eigh t .  In words o f  
two syl lab les 3 there is a s harp drop i n  p i t ch b e tween t h e  two 
s y l l ab le s--espe cially when the word h as b oth word and clause s t res s . In 
this s e ct ion word s t re s s  i s  in dic ated by , p re ceding the s tres se d  
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s y l l ab le . In other s e ct ions i t  i s  marke d by word space only . ' b a n a  
w a te r ,  ' g a � g a l chi ld,  ' w u� a r  s un . 

The drop of pit ch i s  more gradual in words with more than two 
s y l l ab le s  and composed of s tem p lus affi xes . In s uch words the p i t ch 
o f  the firs t s y ll ab le may be  ret ained on the s e cond ,  then t he pit ch 
drops gradual ly over  the re s t  of the word : ' � a d i g u long ago , ' d j a l ama l 

j ump ,  ' d u � a n g a d a  wan t t o  go now , ' dj uw a l ma l da momentari ly una l e rt .  
Cert ain words ( us ually those w ith redup li cate d  stems , but 

o c c as ional ly those with comp ound stems )  have a se condary s t re s s  whi ch 
o c curs on the firs t syllab le of the s e cond s tem.  The re is variation 
in the occurrence o f  this s e condary s tres s  in that i t  us ually o c curs 
in s low spe e ch but may be lacking in fas t spee ch : ' g i w a y ' g i w ay  co l d, 
' ma r a l ' ma r a l los t of g i r ls , ' b u r i ' d u d a l ' a  sing ' ,  or a dance . 

2 .  C L A U S E  S T RE S S  

C lause s t ress  oc curs o n  the firs t s y l lab le of a word , that is , 
it co-o ccurs with word s t res s .  I t  i s  marked b y  loudne s s , slight length 
of vowe l ,  and high or e xtra-hi gh pitch .  

The re are two types of c lause s t ress : de cl arative s tre s s  ( indi
cated by 0 ) ,  and inte rrogative stress  ( indi cated by " ) . Both types 
o f  s tres s  o c cur on the firs t syllable o f  a word . Both are marke d by 
loudness and s li ght length o f  vowe l .  De clarative s t re s s  is further 
marked by high pitch , wh ereas inte rrogative s tres s 4 is  marked by ext ra
high p i t ch .  I t  is only the s tres sed s y l lables whi ch di ffer  in p i t ch ;  
t he other syllab les o f  the word involve d  remain , for the mos t  part , 
the s ame .  Both de cl arative and inte rrogative s tres s  are , o f  course , 
loude r  and higher in pitch than word s tres s . 

In their minimal mani fes tations the only contras t between a 
de cl arative c l ause and a ye s-no inte rrogative clause is the pit ch o f  
the s tres s e d  syllable . 5 

° n u g a n  (He ) a te . ve rsus " n u g a n  Di d ( h e )  
o d u � an (He ) wen t .  vers us " d u � a n  Did ( h e )  
o � umb u (It)  i s  b lack . 
° ma y  i g a  (He ) wan ts foo d .  

3 .  O B L I GATO RY CLAUS E S T R E S S  

vers us " � umb u Is 
versus "may i g a 

e a t ?  
g o ?  

( i t )  b lack ? 
Doe s  ( h e )  wan t  foo d? 

The p lacement of ob ligatory clause s t ress  is one of the cont ras tive 
fe at ures whi ch di stinguish various c lause types , see the ac comp anying 
chart . 
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STRESSED TAGMEMES 

Oblig . Postpred .  Location Negative g a  r i  
CLAUSE TYPE stressed tagmeme tagmeme prepred . postpred.  

tagmeme 

Trans . or tagmeme oblig e oblig e oblig e � 
Intrans . prec . 
Declarative pred . 1 

Descripti ve descr.  oblig e oblig . oblig e not 
pred .  stressed 

Associative assoc . oblige  optional � not 
tagmeme stressed 

Content inter .  optional optional not not 
Interrogative pro .  stressed3 stressed" 

yes-no pred .  2 optional optional ga r i 3 / not 
Interrogative pred.  stressed" 

l I f  t he predi cate i s  pre cede d  b y  more t han one tagmeme . 
2 I f  there i s  a manner tagmeme , the  ob ligatory s tres s  alternat e s  

between the p re di c ate and the manner t agmeme . 
3 g a r i  doe s not pre cede the predi c ate in an as so ciat ive inte rro
gat i ve claus e . 

" g a r i  doe s not follow the predi c ate in a t ransi tive or intransitive 
inte rrogati ve clause . 

3 . 1 . T ra n s i t i ve o r  I n t r an s i t i ve De c l a ra t i ve  C l a u s e s  

I n  a t rans itive or intransitive de c larative clause ( in a c lause 
w ith more than one t agmeme preceding the p re di cat e ) , it is  the tagmeme 
pre ceding the pre di cate whi ch re ceives the ob ligatory c lause s t ress . 
Since the orde r o f  t agmemes within the clause i s  ve ry free , t agmemes 
may re ceive focus by o c c urring in the prepre di cate position . ( In 
i l lus t rations with more than one word orde r the words are numbered t o  
key into the trans lation . )  

dog-sub j . l food-obj · 2 a te -pred· 3 

'The dog ate food. ' 

g a y a l) g a  may i ° y i l ay g u  n u g a n  
dog-sub j . food-obj . yes terday -time ate -pred .  
' Ye s te rday the  dog ate the  food. ' 
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In a transitive or intransitive de c l arative c l ause in whi ch the 
p redic ate is pre cede d  by one tagmeme only , there is variation in that 
either the predi cate or the pre ce ding tagmeme may re ceive the ob li gatory 

c lause s t re s s . In s uch an envi ronment , it is  the pre di c ate which mo s t  
frequent ly re ceives t h e  s tres s . 

n j u l u  ° d uo an / ° n j u l u  d uo an 
h e- sub j . wen t-pre d .  
' He wen t .  ' 

g a y a o g a  ° n u g a n  / ° g ay ao g a  n u g a n  

dog-subj . ate -pred. 
' The dog ate . ' 

The re are c lauses in whi ch the predi cate i s  the on ly tagmeme , in 
whi ch case i t  re ceives th e s tres s . 

° d u o a n  ' (He)  wen t . ' 

3 . 2 .  Des c r i p t i ve De c l a r a ti ve C l a u s e  

In a des criptive de c l arative c lause , the des criptive pre di cate 
rece ives the ob ligatory cl ause s t re s s . 

g a y a  ° o umb u 

dog-subj . b Lack-descr. pred. 
' The dog is b Lack.  ' 

d i o g a r ° b u l  i ma n  
man-subj .  p o Liceman - descr. pred. 
' The man i s  a po Li ceman . ' 

n j u l u  ° y a l uy  
h e - sub j . here - descr . pred . 
'He i s  h e re . ' 

g aya  ° o a y g u  
dog-s ub j . my -descr. pred. 
' The dog i s  mine . ' 

3 . 3 .  A s s o c i a t i ve De c l a r a t i ve C l a us e  

I n  the as soci ative de clarati ve clause , i t  i s  the asso ciative 
t agmeme whi ch re ceive s  the obligatory c lause . 



g a y al ° may l ga2 w aw u 3 
dog-subj . l foo d-assoc · 2 wan t-pred· 3 
/ g a y al waw u 3 ° may l ga2 / ° may i g a2 g a y a l waw u 3 

' The dog wan ts foo d.  ' 

gaya  b a l u  

dog-s ub j . n o t-wan t-pred.  
' The dog wan ts no foo d. ' 

° may I ga  

food- ass oc. 

° m a f g l n g a  y u n d u  b l n a l  

gun- assoc . y o u- sub j . know-pred.  
' You know how to s h o o t .  ' 

I)ay u 
I-sub j . 

° I a I I ga  
l.o U y - assoc . 

' I  (wan t )  a l.oz.z.y . ' 

3 . 4 .  I n te r ro g a t i ve C l a u s e  

795  

In any c ontent inte rrogati ve clause , the  ob ligatory claus e  s tres s 
o c curs on the inte rrogat i ve pronoun . Clause s t re s s  whi ch o ccurs on the 
inte rrogative pronoun has e xt ra-hi gh p i t ch ;  that i s , it is  inte rrogative 
s t re s s . 

"w an dj a b u n j u l u  d u n a n  
whe re - inter . h e- subj . wen t-pred.  
' Wh e re di d he g o ? ' 

"wa n d j u l) g u  g ay  a g un l n  
who-inter . dog-obj . h i  t-pred. 
' Wh o  hit the dog ? ' 

n j u l u  "wan dj amun  g a d a n  
he-subj . where -from came -pred. 
' Wh e re di d he come from ? '  

g a y a  
dog-subj . 
' Wh e re i s  

I) umb u "w an d j a b u  
b l.a ck-descr. pred. where - inter . 

the b l.ack dog ? ' 

"w an j a  may l g a waw u 

who- inte r .  foo d-assoc . want-pred. 
' Who wan ts  food? ' 
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In a yes-no interrogat i ve clause , the c lause s t re s s , i . e . ,  
inte rrogative s tre s s , oc curs on t he predi cate tagmeme unles s  the c lause 
inc l udes a manne r tagmeme . 

gay a l) ga may i " n u g a n  
dog -sub j . foo d-ob j . a te -pred. 
'Did the dog eat the foo d ? ' 

gay a " I) umb u 
dog -subj . b Lack-descr . pred. 
'Is the dog b Lack ? ' 

gay a "waw u may i g a  
dog-subj . want-pred.  foo d-assoc . 
' D o e s  the dog wan t the food? ' 

Optionally an inte rrogative introducer y a l a  may oc cur , but t he 
inte rrogati ve s tres s  remains the same . 

y a l a  g ay a l) ga may i "n u g a n  
ques . intro . dog-sub j . foo d-obj . ate-pred . 

'Did the dog e a t  the foo d ? ' 

I f  the ye s -no inte rrogative c l ause includes a manne r t agmeme , the 
inte rrogative s t re s s  al ternates between the manne r tagmeme and the 
predi cate . 

n j u l u l " dj l n b a l g u2 w a r i n 3 
he - sub j . l qui ck Ly-manr . 2 ran-pred · 3 
/ n j u l u l dj i n b a l g u2 "war i n 3 / n j u l u l war i n 3 " dj i n b a l g u2 
/ " d j i n b a l g u2 n j u l u l wa r i n 3 / d j i n b a l g u2 n j u l u l "war i n 3 
'Di d he run q uick Ly ? '  

4 .  P O S T P R E D I CAT E STRESS  

In a de clarative clause any t agmeme ( except fo r t he negat i ve ga r i ) 
whi ch oc curs pos tpre di c ate i s  obligatori ly stre s s e d .  In s uch a case 
the c lause cont ains two t agmemes with clause s t re s s . Opt i on ally a 
s li ght p ause may o c cur pos tp redi c ate . 

° b u l an i n l b a y g a n2 ° g a y a l) g a 3 
them-obj . l bi t-pred · 2 dog -sub j · 3 
/gay a l) ga 3 ° b u l an i n l b ay g a n2 
' The dog b i t them . ' 



° d i Q g a rl d U Q a n 2 ° y a l l b a l a g u3 
man- subj ' l went-pred' 2 e a r Ly - time3 
I y a l i b a l a g u3 ° d i Q g a rl d U Q a n2 I d l Q g a rl ° d u Q an 2 ° y a l l b a l a g u3 
'The  man went  e ar Ly .  ' 

n j u l u  ° y a l uy 
he-subj . h ere-pred. 

° y l  I ay g u  
y e s  te rday -time 

'He was here y e s t e rday . ' 

gay a ° may i g a wawu  ° y i l ay g u  
dog -subj , foo d- assoc , wan t-pre d ,  y e s te rday -time 
'The dog wan te d foo d  y es te rday . ' 

In an inte rrogative clause , a t agmeme o ccurring postpredi c ate 
frequent ly does not re ceive cl ause s tre s s . 

b u l a n l n  " b a y g a n  
them-ob j . b i t-pred , 

gay a Q g a  
dog -subj . 

'Did the dog b i t e  them ? ' 

d l Q g a r " d u Q a n  y a l l b a l a g u  
man-subj , wen t-pre d ,  e a r Ly - time 
'Did the man go e a r Ly ? ' 

"wan j a  b ay g a n  
w ho-inter . b i t -pred, 
' Whom di d the  dog b i te ? ' 

gay a Q g a  
dog-sub j . 

5 .  S T R E S S  O F  T H E  L O C AT I O N TAGMEME  

797  

In a t ransi tive , intransitive , or de s criptive de cl arati ve clause , 
the locat ion t agmeme i s  obligat ori ly s t re ss e d .  A clause may , there
fore , have doub le stre s s . 

gay a Q g a l ° b ay a n b a2 ° may  1 3 
dog-sub j ' l house -in- loc ' 2 foo d-obj ' 3 
I ° b ay a n b a  may i ° g ay a Q g a  n u g a n  

2 3 1 4 
I ° ga y a Q g al may l 3 ° b ay a n b a2 n u g a n 4 
' The dog a te fo od in t h e  house . ' 

n u g a n  4 
ate -pred' 4 



79 8 

y i l ay g ul ° d j i g a n b a2 ° dJ a n a 3 d U I) a n 4 

y e s te rday - time l grass -in to- loc. 2 the y -subj . 3 went -pred· 4 
/o dj i g a n b a2 y i l ay g u l ° dj an a 3 d U I) an 4 
' Theb went  into the gras s y e s te rday . ' 

° y i n j ay m b a  
the re - loc.  

gay  a 
dog -sub j . 

° l) umb u 
b Lack-descr. pred. 

' The dog over the re i s  b Lack . ' 

In an ass o ci ative de clarative c lause , the location tagmeme i s  
usually not s tre s s e d .  

b a y a n b a  g a y a  ° may i g a 
hous e - in- lo c .  dog-sub j . foo d-assoc . 
' The dog in the h o us e  wants foo d. ' 

waw u  
wan t-pred . 

In an interrogative c l ause , the  lo cation tagmeme i s  usually not 
s t re ssed , b ut may be stressed for emphasis . 

b a y a n b a  may i " n u g an  
hous e - in - loc. foo d-obj . a te -pred . 
'Did (he ) e a t  food in t h e  hous e? ' 

y i n j ay m b a  g a y a  " l) umb u 
there- loc o dog-subj . b Lack-descr . pred . 
' Is the dog over there b Lack ? ' 

gay a l) ga b ay an b a  "wan j u  n u g an  
dog - subj . hous e - i n - loc . what-inter .  a te -pred. 
' Wha t di d the dog e a t  in the  hous e ? '  

b ay a n b a  gay a may i g a  "waw u 
hous e - in - loc . dog-subj . foo d-assoc . wan t-pred . 
' D oe s the dog wan t foo d  in the house ? ' 

6 .  S T R E SS O F  T H E  N E GAT I V E GAR I 

The negative ga r i  is s tressed  or nonst re ssed  in accordan ce w ith 
the clause type in whi ch i t  oc curs , and in acco rdance with its  
posi tion in the c lause . 

The negati ve ga r i  is obligatorily s tres sed  when it o c curs 
continguous ly or noncontiguous ly prepredi cate in a de cl arative clause . 
( The ne gat i ve ga r i  does no t oc cur prepredi cate in an as sociative clause . ) .  



may i n u g an 
food-ob j . negative a te-pred . 

' (He ) di dn ' t  e a t  the foo d . ' 

° ga r i  ° l) umb u gay a 
dog-subj . 
' Th e  dog 

negative b Zaak-descr .pred.  
i s  no t b Zaak . ' 

d j a n a  ° g a  r i ° y i n j a mb a b un d a n  
they-subj . negative there - loco  s it -pred. 
' They di dn ' t  s it there . ' 

When the negative g a r i  occurs prepredi cate in a content inte rr
ogative c lause , the ga r i  is not s t res sed . 

"w a n j a g a r i  d U l) a n  
who-inte r .  negative went-pred.  
' Who didn ' t  g o ? ' 

When the negati ve ga r i  occurs prepredi c ate in a y es-no inte rr
ogative c lause , the interrogat i ve s tres s  alte rnates be tween the 
predi cate and ga r i . 

n j u l u g a  r I 
he-subj . negative 
'Didn ' t  he go ? ' 

g a y a l) g a  may i 
dog-subj . foo d-obj . 
/ g ay a l) g a  may i O l g a  r i  

" d u l) an / 
we n t -pred.  

ga r i 
negative 

n u g a n  

n j u l u O l g a  r i 

" n u g a n  
a te -pre d .  

d U l) a n  

' D i dn ' t  the dog e a t  th e food?  ' 

gay  a 
dog -subj . 
'Isn ' t  the 

ga r i  " I) umb u 
negative b Z aak-descr .pred.  
dog b Zaak ? ' 

/ gaya  " g a r i  I) umb u 

799  

When the negat i ve g a r i  oc curs postpredi cate , it  is  never s tres s e d .  
( It does not oc c ur postpre di cate i n  t rans i t i ve or int ransitive clauses . ) .  

g a y a  ° l) umb u 
dog-subj . b Zaak-descr.pred. 
'The d ·g i s  n o t  b Zaak . ' 

ga r i 
negative 
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" I) um b u  g a  r i g a y a  
dog-subj . b laak-descr . pred.  negative 
'Isn ' t  the dog b la a k ? ' 

g a y a  °may  I g a  wawu g a  r I 
dog-subj . foo d-assoc . wan t-assoc . pred . negative 
' Th e  dog did n o t  wan t  the food. ' 

g a y a  may i g a  "wawu g a r i 
dog- subj . foo d-assoc . want- assoc . pred . negative 

' Didn ' t  the dog want the foo d? ' 

7 .  O P T I O N A L  C L A US E  S T R E S S  

Except for the ne gative g a r l  whi ch is  ob ligatorily nons tres sed in 
s ome positions in some clauses , any c laus e- leve l tagmeme may receive 
optional stres s . It is the time and manner tagmemes which mos t 
frequently receive optional s t ress , and the s ub j e c t  and obj e c t  tagmeme s 
whi ch s e ldom receive opti onal s tres s . 

° g ay a l) g a  ° b ama b a y g a n  
dog-subj . peop le -obj . bi t-pred. 
' The dog bit peop le . ' 

/ g ay a l) g a  ° bama  b ayg a n  

° d j i n a b u  ° y u n d u  d U l) a n  / d J l n a b u  ° y u n d u d U l) a n  
fo ot- ins t .  y ou-subj . 
' You went by foo t .  ' 

° l) a d i g u 
long-ago-time 

g a y  a 
dog-subj . 

went-pred . 

° g a r g a y  
sma l l-descr . pred.  

' Long a g o  t h e  d o g  was s ma l l . ' 

g a y a  "wa n d j  u n g u  
dog-obj . who- inter .  
' Who hi t t h e  dog ? ' 

° g u n i n  / g a y a  "wan d J u n g u  g u n i n  
hit-pred . 

n j u l u  ° d j i n ba l d ag u ° m i n j a  n ug a n  
h e - subj . quiak ly-manr . meat-obj . a t e -pred. 
'He ate the mea t quia k l y .  ' 



8 .  S T R E S S  O F  T H E  P H RASE 

When a s t res s ed c lause-leve l  tagmeme is  manifes ted by a phrase 
consis ting of more than one word , each word ( e xcept for the word 
b a d j a g u very ) in the phrase is  s tre s s ed . 6 

y i l a y g u  ° d i r) g a r ° ya l b a y  
y es te rday- time man - big- subj . 
' Ye s terday the b ig man went.  ' 

d i r) g a r ° b a y a n ba ° y a l b aymba  

d U r) a n  
wen t-pred .  

man-subj . hous e - in -big-deser. pred. 
, The man i s  in the big hous e .  ' 

g a y a  °may i g a ° d j i r a yn g a  
dog-subj . fo od- much-assoc . 
' The  dog wan ts much food. ' 

wawu 
wan ts -prado 

° y i l a y g u  
y es te rday- time 

d U r) a n  
wen t-pred .  

° r) a y g lJ  ° g a y a  
my - dog- sub j . 

' Ye s terday my dog wen t .  ' 

n j  u 1 u 
h e - sub j . 

g a d a n  
came -pred. 

° r) ayg uwunmun  ° b a y a n m u n  
my -from - hous e - from -

° d J a m b u l mu n  
two -from- loc . 

, He came from my two hous e s . ' 

k i r) g a r  
man-sub j . 

° y i l a y g u  ° y a l l b a l ag u  
y e s te rday - early- time 

' Ye s terday morning the man w e n t .  ' 

d U r) a n  
wen t-prado 

80 1  
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The word b a d j a g u ve ry is not  s t res se d ,  howe ve r ,  even when pre ceding 
the p redi c ate in an intransit ive de cl arati ve c lause . 

dj a n a  ° ga y a n d a  ° y a l b aymba  b a d j a g u  d u � a n  
they -sub j . dog8 - to - big- to - very went-pred.  
' They wen t to the  very big dog 8 .  ' 

A contrast  of stre ss o ccurs between a des criptive clause whi ch 
contains b oth subj e c t  and de s criptive p redi c ate ve rs us a des crip tive 
c l ause whi ch contains a des cript ive predi cate only . 

g a y a  o � umb u 
dog - subj . b lack-descr. pred.  
' The dog i8  b lack . ' 

° g a y a  o � umb u 
dog - b lack - descr . pred .  
' I t  i 8  a b lack dog . ' 

9 .  I NT O N AT I O N  

I n  our data  as analysed  the re are three types o f  intonat ion : 
( 1 )  that in whi ch the intonat ion cont ras ts o c cur,  for the mo st part , 
be tween the l as t  clause s tres s  and pause ; ( 2 )  that in whi ch an 
emphat i c  stre s s  o ccurs on the c lause-final syllable ; ( 3 ) that in w hi ch 
the intonation contras t i s  c arried by a change o f  key . 

9 . 1 .  I n ton a t i on  Con t ra s t s  B e tw e e n  t h e  La s t  C l a u s e  S t re s s  a n d  P a u s e  

I n  a termination c ontour, t he contour i s  divi de d into that whi ch 
p re cedes the last c lause s t re s s  ve rsus that whi ch follows the las t  
clause s tres s . Pre ce ding the last c lause s t res s , except that word an d 
clause-- s t re ssed  syllab les are sligh t ly or considerab ly highe r than 
contiguous syllable s , the general overall pit ch i s  leve l .  After  the 
last c lause stre ss the re is de cre s cendo of in tensity and pit ch , and 
after the s t art o f  the de c line , each syllable is lowe r than the pre ceding 
one . The last syl lable i s  lenis and low in pit ch . 

i)-a "-Crr fn
we-sub j . 

� a d i g u 
long-ago- time 

c3"bu r ul)u 
Buru-loc.  

'Long ago we wen t to Buru . ' 

� a n d j i n  °inay i 
we-subj . foo d-obj . 
' We ate foo d .  ' 

n u gan 
a te-pre d .  

wen t-pred. 



A tentative contour i s  like a terminal contour e xcept that the 
prepause de c line o f  p i t ch is not as steep , does not end as low , and 
it i s  not re laxe d .  Oc cas i onal ly it ends w ith a glot tal s t op .  

I) a l i n  M a v i s  o b u I9a l) a  �� 
w e - two -Ma v i s - sub j . nes t - t o- ano ther- t o - loc. wen t-pred.  

'Mavis an d I went to another nes t .  ' 

A sequence contour i s  like a tent ative contour e x cept that the 
last syl lable has extra-high pitch . ( That syllable i s  not stre s se d ,  
howeve r ,  s ince it  lacks the fe atures o f  loudne s s  and length . )  

-r
I) a n d j  i n  ° d U f) a n  .� . S-

o d i n�a---------n-u g a n  
we- subj . went-pred. dinner-obj . a te -pred. 

' We wen t ,  ate dinne r • • •  ' 
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The dub i t ative contour i s  like a tent ative c ontour e xcept that in 
the dubitative c ontour the last syllable has a short , lenis upglide . 
Thi s contour i s  used to  indi c ate doubt not only when the speake r 
volunteers the informat ion , but i t  is al so frequently use d  when 
answering a que s tion .  

° f) U\Ju!; may b e  

I) ay u °"Stuw uI)O -� 

I-subj . s tore - loc o go-pred. 

' I  am g oing t o  the s tore . ' ( Response to a que s tion . ) 

In  a sympathy c ontour t he last syllable  gli de s  up from mi d t o  high .  
It di ffers from the dubit ative contour i n  that in the sympathy contour 
the glide start s higher and the vowe l i s  longe r .  

- - I  . .---/' 
° b uy  � g a y  'Poor k i d .  ' 

9 . 2 . I n to n a t i o n  w i t h  Emp h a t i c S t res s 

Ce rtain contours have an emphatic stress ( marked b y  : following the 
vowel ) whi ch o c curs on the p repause syllab le .  This syl lable i s  loud , 
long an d  ends with c re s cendo . The pit ch of the syllable with emphati c  
s tre s s  i s  the main contrast i ve feature which di ffe rent i ates  several 
di ffe rent intonat ion contours . In our data ,  in all but the continuous
action contour, except that the key may be higher ,  the p i t ch and s tre ss 
o f  words othe r than the prep ause word are more or less  normal . 

In an impatience contour the syllable w ith emphati c s tres s  i s  long , 
low , and glides upwards to hi gh w it h  c res cendo . 
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O ;';-d/ay g u d a : ) ' Come on ! '  

An amazement cont our has been re corded  on two expre s sions only , 
v a : and y u : y .  The se are uttered with a b reathy voi ce quality , a 
s light downglide and cre s cendo . 

In a call contour the s y l l ab le with emphati c  s tres s  s tart s  ext ra
high and glide s  downward with cre s cendo . Except that the whole c l ause 
i s  usually rai se d  in key , t he p i t ch and s t re s s  o f  words othe r than 
the prepause word are more or less  normal . 

- r.--....< o b a�� w un�i : " , Br>ing w a ter> ! ' 

A c a l l  o f  the s ame contour s hape , but made with vo coids only ( not 
words ) -- a  cooee--is frequently use d when calling to some one at a 
di stance . I t  i s  usually s ai d  at a ve ry high pitch and the high- falling 
part of the contour is frequent ly in fal setto . 

In a s urp ri se contour t he syllab le with emphati c  s tres s  s tarts 
on extra-high and remains there , b ut there i s  a rearti culation w ith 
c re s cendo at the end o f  the long vowe l .  

� 
ya n j u  O y a�b_ay' b a d j�g u :  
thi s -subj . big - ver>y - descr. pred. 
' Th i s  i s  v e r>y b i g ! ' 

In continuous-action contour the s y l l able with emphatic  s t re s s  i s  
long and level i n  pit ch with re art i culat i on and c re s cendo at the end 
of the long vowe l .  It di ffers from t he s urp rise contour in that in t he 
surprise contour the p i tch o f  the l as t  syllable i s  considerab ly higher 
than that of the p receding s y l l ab le s , where as in the continuous-action 
contour the p i t ch o f  the last sy l lab le i s  the s ame as that o f  the 
preceding s y l l ab le s . Anothe r di fference i s  that in the continuous
action cont our , the who le sentence may be a monotone whereas in the 
other contours syllab le s  w it h  word or c lause s t re s s  are usually s li ghtly 
rai s e d .  

y u n d u  
y o u-subj . 

� � u l� 
s tone- ins t .  

j' -g-u-n-;i'b-a-d J a • 

h i t- again-pred. 
' You hi t i t  again and again with a s tone . ' 

< 
g un i b a dj a :  
hi t-again-pred. 



---- - _._.... .- -- � . - - .-- - -- --. < 
n j a ma l n j aman  n j aman  n j aman  n j aman  n j a ma : n  
b o i l b o i led b o i le d  b o i  �ed boi �e d b o i le d 
' I t  kep t on b o i ting . ' 

9 . 3 .  I n t on a ti on  Con t ras t by C h a n ge o f  Key 
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In a quot ation in tonation the who le clause i s  s ai d  with a high key . 
This high key is mos t  frequent ly s uperimposed on a tentative o r  
dubitative contour b ut i t  may o ccur o n  any contou r .  

y ou-subj . �08 t-pred . 
' We re y o u  �08 t ?  ( quoted ) ' 

r) ayu ° b ay a  mtldja1m"dian / 
I-sub j . firewo o d-obj . was-gathering-pred.  
'I  was ga the ring fi rewood.  ( quoted ) ' 

1 0 .  S EN T E N CE S  

For the mos t part our s tudy of s t re s s  p lacement has been confine d 
t o  s imp le s entences , i . e . , to  clauses . Te xts with comp li cat ed  sentence 
types , with sentences interrup ted  by p aus e ,  and w ith s entence fragment s , 
are out s i de the s cope o f  this paper . We have , howeve r ,  adde d a few 
s amp le s entences .  In these  examp les a terminati on contour is indi cated 
by 1 . 1 , a tent ati ve contour by 1 ; / ,  and a sequence contour b y  1 , 1 . 

° r) a  1 i n  
w e - s ub j . 

n j a d J i n ;  
8 aw-pred. 

° may  i ° dJ an b a  1 ° w ub u l  b a dj a g u  
food-quondong- many - ve ry - s ubj . 

w u n an a r i n  
�ying-pred. gro und- loc o 
' We 8 aw a �o t o f  q uondong food �ying on the ground . ' 

y u n d u  ° d u r) ay ; 
y o u-subj . go-pred. 

° b a y a  m a n a  
fi rewo o d-obj . g e t -p red. 

' You go and ge t fi rewood. ' 

y i n j a m u n  r) ay u  ° n j u r) un i n  n J a d j l n  
afte rward8 - time I-sub j . him-obj . 8 aw-pred.  
' Afte rward8 I 8aw him coming.  ' 

° g a n g a d an j a d a  
coming-th en-pred. 
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dj a n a  ° l) ay g un d u  b a ,l g a n ; 

t o L d-pred. 

d J a w u n  ° y i n j a b i  
they-subj . to-me- Ioc . friend-subj . the re -

° w a I) 9 a rw a I) g a r 

up-des cr. pred .  
' They t o L d  m e .  "Friend i s  up there . '" 

I) a y u  ° n j u l) u n  y U l) a n ; ° ma y l 

I-subj . him-obj . s e n t-pred. foo d-obj . 
' I  s e n t  him t o  ge t foo d.  ' 

m a n l n g a  

ge t-purpose-pred. 

b a n a  ° l) u l g u r ; ° g a r g a y a l) g a  

wa ter-subj . good-descr . pred . ohi L dren-sub j .  
'The water i s  good for the ohi Ldren to dri n k .  ' 

n u g an g a  

drink -purpos e . pred. 

n j u l u  ° d u l) a n , ° b a n a  

wate r-obj . 
ma n l n ,  ° n u g a n , 

he-subj . went -pred. 

° b a y a n b a g u  g a d an 

got-pred. drank -pred . 

b a ok-home - Ioc .  oame -pred. 
' He went.  got wa ter. drank. oame baok h ome . ' 

I) a y u ° d j a rb a d a  

I-subj . s nak e - ob j . 
g l n l l g un l n ;  n j u l u  ° g a d a n  

was - ki L Ling-pred. h e-subj . oame -pred. 
' Whi Le I was ki L Ling the  s nake.  he o ame . ' 

b u l g i d j l  ° b a g an j a ;  I) ay g u  mu g u  ° g a g a m a n  

s h e L L fi s h - obj . dug-be oaus e -pred. my  - b a ok-sub j . b e oame - s o re -p red. 
' Be oause (I) dug s he L Lfis h  my baok b e oame s o re . ' 

There i s  an intere s ting contras t o f  clause s tres s  on the negative 
g a r i  ve rsus lack o f  clause s tres s  on the imp lied-action-divertor 
;onj unction g a r i . 

I) a y u  ° d l b u r  ma n l n ;  ° g a r l 

I-subj . egg-ob j . got -pred . negative 
'I g o t  an egg; i t  wasn ' t  rot ten . ' versus 

g a b u  

rot ten-descr . p red. 

I) a y u  

I-sub j . e gg-ob j . 
m a n  i n ;  

g ot-pred . 
g a r i  

imp lied-action-divertor-con j . 

° g a b u 

r o t te n - des cr. pred. 

'I  go t an egg; but i t  was ro tten . ' 



N O T  E S 

1 .  Gugu··Yalanj i i s  the language spoken b y  the maj o ri ty o f  the 
Aborigine s living in the Bloomfi e l d  Rive r are a .  The Bloomfie ld Ri ve r 
i s  locat e d  about forty mi les south o f  Cooktown , Queens l an d .  There are 
app roximate ly 250  peop le in the Bloomfield area who s peak Gugu-Yalanj i ;  
howe ve r ,  the comp lete language are a extends from Cooktown in the north 
to  Mos sman in the s o uth . The to tal number of speake rs in this are a 
numb e r  ab out 5 0 0 . Our informant for t his p aper was Mis s  Nora Smith 
whose age i s  about 2 5  y ears . The res e arch for thi s  p aper was done 
unde r the auspi ces o f  the Summe r Insti tute of Lingui s t i c s . 

2 .  For addi ti onal data on grammar - b ut not in re l ation to s t res s , 
s ee th e art i c le s  lis ted in the b ib liography by Henry ( Hank ) Hershbe rger 
and Ruth He rshberge r .  Ruth Hershbe rger has s ince modi fie d  her analysis  
o f  c lause types and the autho rs have p rofi ted by he r s ugges tions . Her 
pre s ent  analys i s  i s  re fle cted in this p ap e r .  

F o r  s e gmental phonemes w e  have use d  the analysis  as des cribe d i n  
Wi lliam and Lynette O ate s , ' Gugu-Yal an j i  Lingui s t i c  and Anthropologi cal 
Dat a ' , O c ca4i o n al Pape44 in A b o �ginal S tudie4 , No . 2 ,  Aus t rali an 
Institut e  o f  Abo ri ginal St udies , Canberra , 19 64 .  Spe cifi c al ly , the re 
are 1 3  cons onants : Stops ( voiced fol lowing a nas al ,  usually voi celess 
in other environments ) :  b .  d .  d J  ( palat ali zed s t op ) , g .  Nasals : m .  

n .  n j  ( al veop alatal ) ,  � ( ve lar) . Resonant s :  1 .  w .  Y .  r ( re t roflexed 
vocoid ) ,  r ( flapped inte rvo c ali cal ly , trilled when pre ce ding another 
cons onant and word finally , frequently voi ce le s s  word finally ) .  There 
are three vowe l s : i .  a . u .  

3 .  In our dat a the re is  one word with one s y l l ab le only : ' b a come . 

4 .  We conside re d  the p os sib i l i ty that this e xt ra-hi gh p i t ch mi ght 
better be conside re d  a fe at ure o f  an intonation contour .  We de cide d  
i n  favour of our pre sent an alys is , howe ve r ,  s in ce ( 1 ) the choi ce o f  an 
intonation contour i s  det ermined by t he attitude of the speake r ,  whe re 
as the choi ce o f  de c l arative s tres s  versus interrogat ive s tres s  is  
determined by the clause type ; ( 2 )  the p lace of the contras t between 
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inton at i on contours i s  res tri ct e d ,  fo r the mos t p art to ( a) the 
clause- final syllab le , or ( b )  between the syllab le with the las t  clause 
s tres s  and p ause ; whe re as a syl lable with inte rrogative s tres s  may 
o c cur on words in any pos ition in the clause . 

5 .  We che cked for a s t res s contrast between de clarati ve and inte rr
ogative ve rs us " i mperati ve "  claus e s  but found none . In a transitive 
clause the aspe cts whi ch in the first and third person are t ranslated 
as ' 8 ho u L d  • • •  ' or ' ough t • • •  ' are used  as imperative s  in the se cond 
pers on . In an intransi ti ve c lause this aspe ct doe s not o c cur , ins te ad 
nonpas t forms are use d  in the se cond person for the impe rati ve . 

g ay a l) g a  ° m i n j a  n u g a  ' The dog 8 ho u Ld e a t  th e mea t . ' 
y u n d u  ° m i n j a  n u g a  ' You e a t  the meat ( imperative) ' 
d i l) g a r ° w u n g u n  d Ul) ay ' The man wi L L  g o  t omorrow. ' 
y u n d u  ° w un g un d U l) ay ' You go tomorrow ( imperative) ' 

6 . As analyse d ,  we do not have ve rb al phrase s  in our data .  Adve rb
like words do o c cur, but s in ce they may be separate d from the verb , 
we have consi dere d that they are manifesting t he manner tagmeme . In 
addi tion , words in othe r phrase types mus t all be  s tres s e d ,  or all 
nonstre ssed , where as the verb may be s tres s e d  when the adve rb is no t ,  
o r  the adve rb may b e  s t ressed when the verb i s  not . 



B I B L I O GRAP H Y  

HERSHBERGER, HANK 

196 4  ' A  Tentative Des cription o f  the Noun Morphology o f  
Gugu-Yalanj i ' , O cc�io n�l P�pe� i n  A b o 4igin�l Studie4 , 

No. 2 ,  Aus tralian Ins ti tute o f  Aboriginal S t udies , 
Canbe rra , 196 4 .  pp . 18-2 3 .  

HERSHBERGER,  HENRY 

196 4a ' C ase-Marking Affixes in Gugu-Yalanj i ' , O cc � io n�l 

P�pe�4 in A b o 4i gin�l Studi e4 , No . 3 , Aus tral i an Institute 
of Aboriginal Studie s , Canberra , 19 6 4 .  pp . 7 3- 82 . 

196 4b ' Gugu-Yalanj i Noun Phrases ' ,  O cc�4io n�l P�pe� in 

A b o 4igin�l Studie4 , N o . 3 ,  Aust rali an Institute of 
Aboriginal Studie s ,  Canbe rra , 1 9 6 4 .  pp . 83-90 . 

HERSHBERGER, RUTH 
196 4 a  ' A  Tentative Grammat i c al Statement o f  the Simp le C lause 

in Gugu-Yalanj i ' , O cc�i on�l P�p e�4 in A b o 4igin�l 

Studi e4 , No . 2 ,  Aus tralian Instit ute of Aboriginal 
Studies , Canberra , 196 4 .  pp . 2 4- 4 8 .  

196 4b 

196 4c 

1964d 

' Notes on Gugu-Yalanj i Ve rb s ' ,  O cc�4ion� P �pe�4 in 

Ab o�igin�l Studi e4 , No . 3 ,  Aus tralian Ins titute o f  
Aboriginal Studie s , Canb e rra , 196 4 .  pp . 35-5 4 .  

' Pers onal Pronouns in Gugu-Yalanj i ' , O C C�4 i o n �l P�pe�4 

in Abo4igin�l Studie4 , No . 3 , Aus t ralian Ins titute o f  
Aboriginal Studies , Canberra, 196 4 .  pp . 5 5-6 8 .  

' -KU ' Then ' and -DA ' Now ' i n  Gugu-Ya1anj i ' , O cc� ion�l 

P�pe�4 in A b o 4igin�l Studie4 , No . 3 ,  Australian Insti tut e  
of Abori ginal Studies , Canbe rra , 1964 . pp . 6 8-72 . 



810 

OATES ,  WILLIAM AND LYNETTE 
1 9 6 4  ' Gugu-Yalanj i Linguisti c and Anthropo logi cal Data ' , 

O c c� �onal Pap e hA �n Abo 4ig�nal Stud�e4 , NO. 2 ,  Aus t ralian 
Ins tit ute of Abori ginal Studie s ,  Canberra , 196 4 . pp . 1- 1 7 .  

Hershberger, H. and Pike, E.V. "Stress as Related to the Grammar of Gugu-Yalanji". In Wurm, S.A. and Laycock, D.C. editors, Pacific linguistic studies in honour of Arthur Capell. 
C-13:791-810. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1970.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C13.791 
©1970 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	Henry Hershberger and Eunice V. Pike. Stress as Related to the Grammar of Gugu-Yalanji�791

