
PRONOMI NALI SATI ON I N  DJAM I NDJUNGAN 

J . E .  BOLT , J . R .  CLEVERLY AND W . G .  HODDINOTT 

I N T R O D U C T I ON 

In his pape r .  ' Pronominalisation in Australian Languages ' ( Cape ll 
196 7 )  Capell shows that the term ' pronominalisat ion ' i s  as app licable 
to Aus tralian languages as it is  t o  those of India . As he uses the 
term. i t  enc ompas ses  the whole range of pronominal s tructure and he 
shows that Australian languages exhibit all s tages of pronominal 
deve lopment . from the pronoun as a free form . to abbreviation of the 
pronoun subj ect and the abbreviat ion and fusion of subj ect  and obj ect 
forms . 

The purpose of this paper i s  to  provide a description and 
clas s ificat ion of the pronominal forms of Dj amindj ungan . a language 
group which exhib its  a wide range of pronoun forms . While this paper 
is large ly a des cription of the morphology of the pronoun forms . it  is 
hoped that it  will be possible to  re late the morphology to  more general 
considerations of pronoun s tructure . The Dj amindj ungan group is  found 
in the Vi ctoria River area of the Northern Territory and comprises  three 
languages ;  Dj amindj ung ( Capell  1 9 6 3  N . 18 ) . Ngaliwuru ( N . 6 9 )  and Nungali 
( N . 78 ) . A fourth language . Ji lngali ( N . 4 4 )  has been attributed to  the 
group . but on recent · fie ldwork in the area no trace of this language 
was found . 

The Dj amindj ungan languages are prefix ing languages which have 
fused subj e ct-obj ect pronouns prefixed to the verb s t em .  This is  
usually referred to  as  ' incorporat ion ' and this term will be employed 
here . Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru are non-classifying languages . while 
Nungali has four classes of nouns whose clas s i s  indicated by a c las s 
prefi x .  A s  a result . the group exhib its  an unusually wide range o f  
pronoun forms . 
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The fie ldwork on which this s tudy is based was c arried out during 
1 9 6 6  and 1 9 6 7  and was financed by the Australian Inst itute of Aboriginal 
Studies . This s t udy forms part of a monograph on the structures and 
relationships of the Dj amindj ungan languages which will be pub li shed 
later . 

F R E E  F O R M  P R ON O U N S  

Dj amindj ungan uses free form pronouns . These  are the Cardinal 
Pronouns and , with the appropriate suffixes , the Pos ses sive and 
Benefactive Pronouns . 

T h e  C a rd i n a l  P r o n o u n s  

TAB L E  I 

CARDINAL P RONOUNS 

Pers on Dj amindjung Ngaliwuru Nungal1 

I I) a y u g  I) a y u g I) a y u g 
you ( s g )  n a m i n am i n am i n d Y u  
he d Y I d Y I g a d Y u  

we ( dl . in )  m l n d i  m i n d I b i d i y i ram  
we ( dl . ex )  y i r i n Y i y i r I n  Y i y i n g i r am  
you ( d l )  g u r i n Y i  g u r i n Y i  w u n g i ram  
they ( d l )  b u r i n Y i  b u r l n Y i  d a g a y i ra m  

we ( pl . in )  y u  r i y i r i y u r u  m u l u  
we ( pl . ex )  y i r i y i r I y i r l m u l u  
you ( p l )  9 u r i  9 u r i  w u r umu l u  
they ( pl )  b u r l b u  r i d a g a m u l u 

I t  is clear from the table that Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru have a 
regular correspondence between phonemes and morphemes in the cardinal 
pronoun sy stem and that in the main this ext ends to Nungali .  

Init ia l  phonemes indicate person in the s ingular and non- singular ; 

Singular : First person 1) - second person n - third person d Y  
( Nungal1 - g  - ) 

Non-s ingular : First person y - second person g - third person b -

Non-final stem vowe ls disc riminate singular and non- s ingular , and , in 
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the non-s ingular , t h e  first person exc lus ive ( Ngaliwuru first person 
inclusive and exclusive ) and other persons ; 

Singular s t em vowe l :  - a - or zero 

Non-singular stem vowe l :  First person exc lus ive , - 1 - ;  others , - u -

I n  Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru the suffixes are ; first person singular 
- y u g , second person s ingular -m i ,  t hird person s ingular - i ,  and - I  for 
all dual and p lural forms . Duality is  formed by adding - n V i  to  the 
p lural form in all cases except the first person dual inc lus ive m i n d l  
which lies out s ide the regular pattern of duals and p lurals throughout 
the pronouns and behaves like a s ingular form . Ngaliwuru does not 
discriminate between inclusiveness and exclus iveness  in the first person 
p lural forms . 

The Nungali cardinal pronouns display a number of irregularit i e s  
which are n o t  found i n  other Nungali pronoun forms . Even so , they 
are clearly related to those of Dj amindj ung and Ngal iwuru . The first 
person dual inc lus ive b l d l  uses homorganic s top s for the nasals in 
m i n d i ;  Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru g - and b- have a corresponding w - in 
Nungali .  In the Nungali cardinal pronouns the morpheme indicat ing 
duality i s ,  consonant + - g i ram  or vowel + - y l r a m ;  t he plural ending is 
mu l u , the third person dual and plural is d a g a - .  The following class  
prefixes oc cur b efore the third person singular : 

Class 1 d a -g a d V u 
Class 2 n V a - g a d V u  
Class 3 n a - g a d V u  
Class 4 ma -g a d V u  

The funct ions of the cardinal pronouns 
languages . They are : 

( i )  t o  name the person , e . g . , � a y ug me 

i s  ident ical in all 

( ii )  to  reinforce the noun phrase or subj ect pronoun , e . g . , 
� a y ug � a n v u � am  
m e  I - y o u  -am- L e aving 

( i i i )  subj ects  of stat ive and equative s ent ences , i . e . , s entence s  
without verb s , e . g . , 
� a y u g  ma n u  I bache Lor 

n a m i  g u d V ug u  You (s g )  big 

P o s s e s s i v e a n d  B e n e f a c t i v e  P ro n o u n s  

The format ion o f  the possessive and benefact ive pronouns follows 
that of the cardinal pronouns except that there are even more regularity 



I Pronoun 

Pers on I Djam . Ngal . 

I I)a r - I) a  r -
you ( s g )  I) U I) - I) U I) -
he n u - n u / n i 

we ( dl .  in )  m i n d m i n d 
we ( d l .  ex )  y i n Y y i n Y 
you ( d l )  g u n Y  g u n Y  
them ( dl ) b u n Y  b u n Y  

we ( p l .  in ) y u r  y i r 
we ( pl . ex )  y i r  y i r 
you ( pl )  g u r  g u r  
them(pl ) b u r  b u  r 

TAB L E  I I  

POSSESS IVE AND BENEFACT IVE PRONOUNS 

Stem Posse ss ive Suffix  

I Nungali Dj am . Ngal . Nungali 
, 

I - I) a  r - - g i na - g i n a - g i n a 
- I) U I) - - g i n a - g i n a - g i n a 
- n / n u  -w i na - w i n a  - i y i n a 

-m i n d a y d g i n a - a d g i na - a d g i n a 
- ( y ) i n Y a yd g i na - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 
- ( w ) u n Y  a y d g i n a - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 
- w i n Y  a y d g i n a - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 

- ( y ) u r  a y d g i n a - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 
- ( y ) i r  a yd g i n a - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 
- ( w ) u r  a y d g i n a - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 
-w i r  a y d g i n a - a d g i n a - a d g i n a 

Benefact ive 

Dj am . Ngal . 

- g u  - g u  
- g u  - g u  

¢ ¢ 

- a g  - a g  
- a g  - a g  
- a g  - a g  
- a g  - a g  

- a g  - a g  
- a g  - a g  
- a g  - a g  
- a g  - a g  

Suffix 

I Nungal i  

- g u  
- g u  
-wu  

- a g  
- a g  
- a g  
- a g  

- a g  
- a g  
- a g  
- a g  

Vl 
\0 
0\ 
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in t h e  morphology and t h e  correspondence between phonemes and morphemes .  
Ngaliwuru and Dj amindj ung are identical in format ion with the except ion 
of the first p erson p lural inclusive ( Dj amindj ung y u r - Ngaliwuru y l r - ) . 
The distinc t ion between Dj amindj ung n uw l na and Ngaliwuru n l w l n a in the 
third p erson s ingular benefact ive i s  due to  the presence of vowel 
harmony in Ngaliwuru in which the stem vowel is  modified to  agree with 
the vowel of the suffix if it i s  - 1 - or - U - .  

Init ial phoneme s indicat e person in singular and non-singular ; 

Singular : First person Q -

Non-s ingular : First person y -

second person Q -

se cond person g 
( Nungali w- ) 

t hird person n -

t hird person b 
( Nungali w- ) .  

The stem vowels dis criminat e between singular and non- singular 
in the first person only . 

Singular : First person - a - s econd and third person - u -

Non- singular : First p erson - 1 - second and t hird person - u 
( Dj amindj ung first person p lural exclusive only ) 

The first person dual inclusive i s  m l n d - which i s  morphologically apart 
from the dual forms . Duality is indicated by - n Y  as st em-final and 
p lurality by - r  as stem-final . The suffix forms dist inguish s ingular 
and non-singular . The pos s e s s ive singular suffix i s  consonant + - g i n a 
or vowel + - w l n a  ( Nungali - I y l n a ) . The po s se s s ive non-s ingular suffix 
is - a d g l n a / a y dg i n a .  The benefact ive s ingular s uffix is - g u  in t he 
first and second person and zero ( Nungali -wu ) in the t hird person ; the 
plural suffix is - a g o 

The Nungali class  pre fixes to  the posses s ive pronouns are l i s t ed 
in Tab le I I I .  The bracketted semi-vowels in Table I I  do not oc cur after 
the class prefix . There are no c lass  prefixes to  the benefac t ive  
pronouns . 



59 8 

TAB L E  1 1 1  

NUNGAL I CLASS PRE F IXES TO THE POSSESS IVE P RONOUNS 

Person 
I 

Class 1 I Class 2 Clas s 3 Class 4 

1 .  sg d l - n Y a - n i - m i -
2 d u - n Y a - n u - m u -

3 d u - n Y a - n u - m u -

1 .  d 1 . in d a - n Y a - n a - m a -
1 . d1 .  ex d - n Y - n - m -
2 d - n Y - n - m -
3 da - n Y a - n a - m a -

l . pl . in d - n Y - n - m -
1 . p1 . ex d - n Y - n - m -
2 d - n Y - n - m -
3 d a - n Y a - n a - m a -

B O U N D  F O RM P RO N O U N S  

A b b r e v i a ted  P r o n o u n  S u b j e c t s  o f  I n t r a n s i t i v e V e r b s  

The intransit ive verb phrase i n  Dj amindj ungan cons i s t s  of a verb 
nucleus to which is prefixed the pronoun subj ect and to which i s  
s uffi xed a t ens e ,  or . some other indicator . There are t hree s et s  of  
pronoun s ubj ects  which have been called here the  Present/Past , the 
Future and the Negat ive Pronouns . These terms are open to discuss ion 
but they have the advantage of designat ing one of t he main functions 
of each set of pronoun subj ect s .  

P re s e n t/ Pa s t  P r o n o m i n a l s 

In Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru the pronoun subj ects  of  intransit ive 
verb s are the same in the dual and plural as t he pronoun stems of t he 
pos s ess ives and benefac t ives . Thi s i s  also the case in Nungali . exc ept 
that the first person dual inclusive form is  b l d l  as in the cardinal 
pronoun . 

In the s ingular the initial consonant s of Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru 
are : first person � - se cond person n - third p erson g - .  The stem vowel 
for the s ingular is - a - . In Nungali the second person singular has t he 
initial consonant � - and the final morpheme - d Y u as in the cardinal 
pronoun . Initial  w - c orresponds to  Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru b - and 
9 - t hroughout . 



TAB L E  I V  

PRONOUN SUBJECT S.  OF I NTRANSITIVE VERB S 

Present/Past Pronominal Future Pronominal 

Pe rson Dj am. Ngal . Nungal1  Dj am. Ngal . Nungal1 
: 

I I) a - I) a - I) a - I) a -w- 'la -w- I 
i I) awu -

you ( sg)  n a - n a - l) a d Y u  n a -w- n a - w - l) a d Y uw u  
he g a - g a - wa - g a -w- g a - w wawu  

we ( d l . in ) m i n d ( i ) - m i n d ( i ) - b i d  i - m i n  d i w - m i n d i -w b i d i wu 
we ( d l . ex )  y i n Y - y i n  Y - y i n Y - y i n b - y i n b - y i n b u  
you ( d l ) g u n Y - g un Y - wu n Y - g u n b - g u n b - wu n b u  
them( dl ) b u n Y - b u n Y - w i n Y - b u n b - b u n b - w i n b u  

we ( p l . in ) y u  r - y i r - y u r - y u r uw- y i r i w- I y u r u w u  
we ( p l .  e x )  y i r - y i r - y i r - y I r i w- y i r i w- y l r i wu 
you ( p l )  g u r - g u r - wu r - g u r uw- g u r uw- wu r u w u  
t hem ( p l )  b u r - b u r - w i  r - b u r uw- b u r uw-: 1 w i r i wu 

Negat i ve 

Dj am. 

ya n -
y a n 5! -
y a -

y a m i n d -
ya r i n d i  
y a wu n � 1 
y awu n � i 

y a r ( i ) -
ya r ( i ) -
y a wu r ( i )  
y awu r ( i )  

Future Pronominal 

Ngal . Nungali  

ya l) - n Y a n a -
y a n d Y i - n Y a d Y u -
ya - n Y a -

yam i n d - n Y am i n d i  
y a r i n Y - n Y i n Y 
y aw i n Y n Y u n Y  
yawu n Y  n Yaw i n Y 

y a r n Y u r u  
ya r n Y i r l 
y awu r n Y u  r I 
yawu r n Y aw i r i  

I.J1 
\0 
\0 
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F u tu re  P r o n om i n a l s 

In Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru t he future pronominal i s  formed by 
adding - w .  and in Nungali by adding -wu . to  the stem of the pre s ent /past 
pronominal if  it ends in a vowe l ;  and - i w ( u )  or - uw ( u )  if i t  ends in a 
non-palatalised consonant . Otherwi se the form is - b u  and causes 
depalatalisation of preceding palatali sed consonants . e . g  • •  

y i n Y  + b u  + y i n b u .  

N e ga t i v e F u tu re P r o n o m i n a l s 

The ne gative future pronominals are formed by adding the prefix  y a 
to  the pre sent/past pronominal i n  Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru and n Y a -
i n  Nungali . The following morphophonemi c change s oc cur : 

( i )  y a - + g a - + ya -
( ii )  y a - + g u - / b u - + yaw  -

( iii ) y a - + y l /y u - + y l r - y a r -
( iv )  In Dj amindj ung n - + n � - a s  does - n Y .  Ngaliwuru n - + - n d Y ( I ) -

( v )  I n  Nungal i  the vowel i n  the prefix undergoe s vowel harmony 
to agree with that of the stem if it is - 1 - or .  - u - .  Coale scence takes 
p lac e when the pronominal begins with a semi-vowel followed by i t s  
related vowel (wu- and y l - ) . o r  i f  it  i s  t h e  same a s  that of the prefi x .  
e . g  • •  n Y a + wa  + n Y a - ; n Y a + y i n  + n Y l n ;  n Y u + wu r + n Y u r .  I n  the 
second per son singular the prefix n Y a - + Q a d Y u  + n Va d Y u . 

I n co r p o r a ted  P ro n o u n s  P re f i xed  to T r a n s i t i v e V e r b  S t ems  

Full lists  of  incorporated or fused s ubj ect and obj ect  pronouns are 
set  out in Tab les VI ( a . b . c ) . VII ( a . b . c ) . and VII I ( a . b . c ) . Table V 
provides the morpheme lists  from which these may be produced . The 
per s onal pronoun forms are listed and from them the relevant subj ect 
and obj ect  pronouns may be chosen . The number forms are chosen 
according to  the format ion rule s for each language at the end of t he 
appropriate table . 



TAB L E  V 

ABBREV IATED SUBJECT AND OBJECT INCORPORATED PRONOUNS TO TRANSITIVE VERBS 

Subj ect Pronouns Obj ect  Pronouns 

Subj ect  i Dj am. Ngal . Nungal1 Obj ect Dj am . Ngal . 

I I) a- I I) a - I) a - we - I)  - n  
you ( s g)  

! I) a n �- l) a n d Y - n a d Y - you ( sg)  - n Y ( I )  - n Y ( I )  

he g a n - g a n - I) a n - he - ¢ I - I ¢ I - I 

we ( dl . ln )  m i n d ( 1 ) - m i n d ( I ) b i d  ( 1 ) - us ( dI . in )  -m l n d a g  m l n d l  

we ( dI . ex )  y 1 - y l - y l - us ( dl . ex )  - y l n Y a g  1 1 - I r 1 -
you ( dl ) 9 u - g u - wu - you ( d l )  - (w ) u -. ( w )  u 
they ( dl )  b u - b u - w i  - them( dl ) - ( w ) u - ( w ) u 

w e ( p I . in )  y u - y l - y u - us ( pI . ln )  - y u r a g  I I i  r I 

we ( pI .  e x )  y l - y l - y l - us ( pI . ex )  - y l r a g  I I i  r I 

you ( p l )  ! 9 u - 9 u - w u - you ( p l ) - (w ) u - ( w ) u 

they ( p l )  I b u - b u - w i  - them( p l )  - (w ) u - ( w ) u j 
Dual - n Y - - n Y - - n Y - - n  Y - - n Y -

Plural - r - - r - - r - - r - - r -

Nungall  

- n / - a n  
- n Y ( I )  

¢ I - I 
m l n d l  
- I r I 
( w ) u 
( w )  I 
I I I r I 
I I 1 r I 
( w ) u 
( w )  I 

- n Y -

- r -

0\ 
o 
I-' 
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P re se n t / P a s t  I n c o r p o ra t e d  Pron o u n s  

The ful l list  o f  present/past incorporated pronouns i s  set out in 
Tab les VI ( a , b , c ) . They may be constructed from the morphemes listed in 
Tab le V according to the formula ; 

Subject ( S ) : pers . pr . �number (num. ) ; dual/plural+Obj ect (O) pers . pr. � 
number (num. ) : dual/plural .  

In the cases o f  t he number morpheme s - n Y - will be come - l n Y - o r  u n Y - ,  
and - r - wi l l  become - I r l or - u r u according t o  the vowel of the personal 
pronoun prec eding it . Some modifi cations wi ll  oc cur because of vowe l 
harmony . 

There are a number of selection rules which govern the choice of 
morphemes to  fi l l  the positions in the formula above . The se rul e s  vary 
a s  to wh ether the subj ect  and obj ect  are s ingul ar , dual or plural and 
to some degree t hey vary according t o  the language itsel f .  The most 
r egular pattern is t hat of Ngaliwuru the selection rule s  of which are ; 

( i )  I f  Subj ect i s  singular or first pers on dual inclus ive and 
Obj ect  is  singular , dual or plural ; incorporated pronoun is S+O+num; 
dual/plural .  

( ii )  I f  Subj ect  i s  dual ( not first  person inc lusive ) and Obj ect 
is  singular ; incorporated pronoun i s  S+num; dual+O. If Obj ect  i s  third 
per s on singular t he morpheme is zero . 

( ii i ) If Subj ect i s  dual ( not first person dual inclusive ) or plura l ,  
and Obj ect  i s  dual ; incorporated pronoun i s , S+num; plural+O+num ; dual .  

( iv )  I f  Subj ect i s  dual ( not first person dual inclus ive ) o r  plural 
and Obj ect is p lura l ;  incorporated p ronoun is , S+num; plural+O+num; p lural . 

( v )  If Subj e ct is plural and Obj e ct i s  s ingular ; incorporated 
pronoun is , S+num; plural ( only if 0 i s  third person s ingular ) +O .  
Vowel harmony o f  - 1 - and - u - c ause s  the subj ect vowel t o  agree with 
that of the obj ect . 

It  wil l  be s een that the select ion rule s enab le the p lural number 
to  over-ride the dual in the s ubj ect  where it can occur only in t he 
c ase of a dual subj ect  and a s ingular obj ect , e . g . , in Dj amindj ung the 
incorporated pronoun s are formed large ly in the same way as in Ngaliwuru , 
ex cept that the following rules replace rule s ( iii ) and ( iv ) . 

( vi )  I f  Subj ect is dual ( not first person dual inclus ive ) and 
Obj e c t  i s  dual or plural ;  incorporated pronoun i s  S+num; plural+O+num; 
dua l .  

(vii ) If Subj ect  i s  p lural and Obj ect  i s  dual ( not first person 
dual inclu s ive ) ;  incorporated pronoun i s ,  S+num; plural+O+num; dual . 

(viii ) If Subj ect  i s  plural and Obj ect i s  p lural ; incorporated 
pronoun i s ,  S+num; plural+O+num; plural . 



6 0 3  

TAB L E  V I ( a. )  

INCORPORATED PRONOUNS PRESENT/PAST , S INGULAR OBJECT 

� Subj ect me you ( s g )  him 

Dj l) a n Y I - I) a -
r Ng l) a n Y I - I) a -

Nung l)a n Y I I) a -

Dj I) a n � i n - I) a n � i -
you (  s g )  Ng l) a n d Y i n - l) a n d Y i -

Nung l) a d Y a n - I) a  d Y i -

Dj ga n - g a n l n Y - g a n l -
he Ng g a n - g a n l n Y - g a n l -

Nung I) a n a n - l) a n l n Y - I) a n i -

Dj m l n d l -
we ( dl . in )  Ng m i n d i -

Nung b l d i -

Dj y i n  Y i - y i n Y -
we ( dl .  ex ) Ng y l n Y i - y i n Y -

Nung y i n  Y i - y l n Y -

Dj g u n Y l n - g u n  Y -
you ( d l )  Ng g u n Y i n - g u n Y -

Nung wun Y a n - w u n Y  

Dj b u n Y i n - b u n Y u - b u n Y -
they ( dl )  Ng b un Y i n - b u n Y u - b u n Y -

Nung w i n Y a n - wu n Y u - w i n Y -

Dj y u r u -
we ( p l . in )  Ng y l r l -

Nung y u r u -

Dj y l n Y I - y i r 1 -
we ( p l . e x )  Ng y i n  Y 1 - y i r i -

Nung y i n  Y i - y 1 r 1 

Dj g u n - g u r u -
you ( p l )  Ng g u n - g u r u -

Nung wu r a n - wu r u  

Dj b u n - b u n Y u - b u r u -
t hey ( pl )  Ng b u n - b u n Y u - b u r u -

Nung w i  ra n - w l n Y I - w i  r 1 -
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TAB L E  V I ( b )  

INCORPORATED P RONOUN S PRESENT/PAST , DUAL OBJECT 

� 
I I Sub j e c t  u s  ( dl .  in ) us ( d l . e x )  you ( d l )  them ( d l )  

I 

Dj l)awu n Y - l)awu n Y - I 
I Ng l)awu n Y - l) a wu n Y - ! 

, 

Nung , l) awu n Y - l) a w i n Y -! you ( s g )  
Dj l) a n � i n - y i n Y a g  l) a n sl u n Y -

Ng l) a n d Y i n Y - l) a n d Y u n Y -
j Nung l) a d Y i r i n Y l) a d Y i w i n Y -

Dj g a n  m i n d a g - g a n  y i n Y a g  g a n u n Y - g a n u n Y -
he Ng g a n i m i n d l - g a n i r i n Y - g a n u n Y - g a n u n Y -

Nung I) a n i m i n d i - l) a n i r i n Y l) a n u n Y - l) a n i w i n Y -

Dj m i n d u n Y -
we ( dl . in )  Ng mu n d u n Y -

Nung b i d i w i n Y -

Dj y l r u n Y- y i r u n Y -
we ( dl . ex )  Ng y u r u n Y - y u r u n Y -

Nung y u r u r u n Y - y i r i w i n Y -

Dj g u n Y i n - y i n Y a g - g u r u n Y -

you( d l )  Ng g l r i r i n Y - g u r l n Y -
Nung y i r i r i n Y - w i r i w i n Y -

Dj b u n Y i n  m i n d a g  b u n Y i n - y i n Y a g  b u r u n Y - b u r u n Y -
they ( d l )  Ng b l r i m i n d i - b i r l r i n Y - b u ru n Y - b u r u n Y -

Nung y I r i m i n d l - y i r i r l n Y - wu r u r u n Y - w i r i w i n Y -

Dj y u ru n Y -

we ( pl . in )  Ng y u r i n Y -
Nung y u r uw i n Y -

Dj y i r u n Y - y i r u n Y -

we ( pl . e x )  Ng y u r u n Y - y u r u n Y -

Nung y u r u r u n Y  y i r i w i n Y -

Dj g u n y i n Y a g - g u r u n Y -
y ou ( p l )  Ng g i r i r i n Y - g u ru n Y -

Nung y i r i r i n Y - w i r i w i n Y -

Dj b u n -m i n d a g - b u n y i n Y a g - b u r u n Y - b u r u n Y  
t hey ( pl )  Ng b i r i m i n d i - b i r i r i n Y - b u r u n Y - b u ru n Y -

Nung y I r i m i n d i - y i r i r i n Y - wu r u r u n Y w i r i w l n Y -
--- -----_ .. _---_ .. _-
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TAB L E  V l ( c )  

INCO RPORATED PRONOUN S P RESENT/PAST , PLURAL OBJECT 

----- _ Obj e ct 
Subj ect---: -_ us ( p l . in )  us  ( pl . ex )  you ( pl ) them ( p l } 

Dj I) awu r u - I) iiwu r u -
I Ng I)awu r u - I)awu r u -

Nung I)awu r u - I) a w i  r i -

Dj I) a n � i n - y l r a g  I) a n �u r u -
you ( s g )  Ng l) a n d Y l r l - l) a n d Y u r u -

Nung l) a d Y l r l  l) a d Y l w l r l -

Dj g a n  y u r a g - g a n - y i r a g - g a n u r u - g a n u r u -
he Ng g a n i r l - g a n l r l - g a n u r u  g a n u r u -

Nung I)a n I r 1 - I) a n l r l - I) a n u r u - I) a n l w i r i -

Dj m i n d u r u -
we ( dl .  in)  Ng mu n d u r u -

Nung I b i d i w i r i -

Dj y i r u n Y - y i r u n Y -
we ( dl . e x )  Ng y u r u r u - y u r u r u -

Nung y u r u r u - y i r l w i r i -

Dj g u n Y l n  y i ra g - g u r u n Y -
you ( dl ) Ng 9 1 r 1 r 1 - g u  r u  r u -

Nung y 1 r 1 r I - w l r l w l r l -

Dj b u n Y l n  y u r a g - b u n Y l n  y i r a g - b u r u n Y - b u r u n Y -
they ( dl )  Ng b I r 1 r 1 - b I r 1 r 1 - b u r u r u - b u r u r u -

Nung y I r I r I - Y I r 1 r 1 - wu r u r u - w i  r I w i  r I 

Dj y u ru r u -
we ( p l . in )  Ng y u r u r u -

Nung y u ru  w i  r i -

Dj y i r u r u - y l r u r u -
we ( pl . ex )  Ng y u r u r u - yu ru r u -

Nung y u r u r u - y l r l w i r i -

Dj g u n y I r a g  g u r u r u -
you ( p l ) Ng 9 1 r 1 r i - g u r u r u -

Nung y 1 r I r 1 - w l r l w l r l -

Dj b u n  y u r a g - b u n  y i r a g - b u r u r u - b u r u r u -
they ( p l )  Ng b 1 r 1 r 1 - b 1 r 1 r i - b u r u r u - b u r u r u -

Nung y 1 r 1 r 1 - y I r 1 r 1 - wu r u r u - w l r i w l r l -
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In those  incorporated pronouns in which the obj ect i s  first person dual 
or p lural , inc lusive or ex c lu sive , the first part consi s t s  of an 
incorporated pronoun in which the obj ect is first person singular and 
the second , of the benefactive pronoun of the obj ect , e . g . , g a n  m i n d a g  
( he - u s (d L . in) ) ,  g a n  y i n Y a g  ( h e -u s (p L . ex) ) ,  b u n Y l n  y u r a g  ( they ( d L ) - u s  

(p L .  ex) ) .  

Nungali forms i t s  incorporated pronouns according to  the Ngaliwuru 
selection rule s .  Irregular forms oc cur in the incorporated pronouns in 
which the subj ect  i s  second or third person dual or plural and the obj ect 
i s  first person dual or p lural . The se forms begin with y - ,  e . g . , 
y i r l m l n d i  where we would normally expect to find W - . Vowel harmony of 
- 1 - and - u - cause s the stem vowe l to  agree with that of the obj ect . 

The  F o rma t i o n of t h e  F u t u r e  I n co r p o r a t e d  P ro n o u n s  

The ful l  list o f  future incorporated pronouns can be  found i n  Tables 
VII ( a , b , c ) . It i s  regularly formed on the present/past incorporated 
pronouns in all languages with some minor except ions . The formula for 
the structure of the future inc orporated pronoun i s :  

SUbject ( S) i pers . prn . ±num; dual or plural+Object (O) i pers . prn . +Fut i 
- b u , - b l / -wu , - w l  ±num; dual or plural .  

In Ngaliwuru t he future i s  formed as in the formula above . The 
future morpheme is - b u/ - w u . If the preceding phoneme is a vowel and 
the future morpheme appears a s  the final morpheme in the incorporated 
pronoun ( e . g . , in the third person s ingular ) t he future morpheme i s  -wu . 
Otherw i se it i s  - b u ,  e . g . , o a  + wu + o a wu I-him ; g a n  + b u  + g a n b u  he-me;  

y u r u n Y  + bu + y u r u b u n Y we (d L . ex and p L . e x ) - yo u ( d L ) ; b u n Y u  + wu + b u n Y u w u  
they (d L ) -y ou (sg) . 

Vowel harmony oc curs with - 1 - and - u - the pre ceding vowe ls agreeing 
with that of the future morpheme , e . g . , g a n l  + wu + g a n uw u . - n Y  be comes 
- n  before - b u ,  e . g . , g a n l n Y  + b u  + g a n l n b u .  The first person dual 
inclu sive obj ect pronoun m i n d l  be comes b l d i  in the fut ure ; the third 
person s ingular subj ect form which is g a n l in the present/past incorp
orated pronoun i s  g a d l in the future . No - b u / -wu form is added in these 
case s . 

In Dj amindj ung the future incorporated pronoun i s  formed as in 
Ngaliwuru in the maj ority of cases . In those cases where the obj ect is 
first person dual or plural the future morpheme is added to  the first 
part ; the se cond remains unchanged , e . g . , g a n  m l n d a g  + g a n b u  m i n d a g  
( Future ) ,  g a n  y u ra g  + g a n b u y u r a g  ( Future ) .  There i s  no vowel harmony 
and - n Y in the present is - n Y b u  in the future . 
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TAB L E  V I I ( a )  

INCORPORATED PRONOUN S - FUTURE , SINGULAR OBJECT 

_______ Qbj ect I 

Subject  -- me you ( sg )  him 
, 

Dj 

\ 
l) a n Y i wu - I) a w u -

I Ng l) a n Y i wu I) a w u -
Nung l) a n Y i w i  I) a w u -

Dj I) a n � i n b u - I) a n � i wu -

you ( sg)  Ng l) a n d Y i n b u - l) a nd Y i wu -

Nung l l) a d Y a n b i - l) a d Y i w l -

Dj g a n b u - g a n i n Y b u - g a n i wu -

he Ng g a n b u - g a n i n Y b u - g a n u w u -

Nung I) a n a n b i - I) a n i n b i - I) a n i w i -

Dj m i n d i wu -

we ( dl .  in ) Ng I m u n d u wu -

Nung 
I 
I b i d i w i -

Dj I y i n Y i wu - y i n Y b u -

we ( dl . e x )  Ng y u n Y l wu - y i n b u -

Nung I y i n Y i w i - y i n b i -

Dj g u n Y i n b u - g u n Y b u -

y ou ( d l )  Ng g u n Y i n  b u - g u n b u -

i Nung wu n Y a n b i - wu n b i -

: Dj b u n Y i n  b u - b u n Y uwu - b u n Y b u -

I t hey ( dl )  Ng b un Y i n b u - b u n Y u w u - b u n b u -

Nung w i n Y a n b i - w i n Y i w i - w i n b i  

Dj y u r u  wu -

we ( p l .  in ) Ng yu r u  w u -

Nung w i - I yu  r u  

Dj y i n  Y I wu - y i r i w u -

we ( pl . ex ) Ng y u n Y uw u - y u r u w u -

Nung y i n Y i w i - y i r i w  i -

Dj g u n b u - g u r u w u -

you ( pl ) Ng g u n b u - g u r u w u -

Nung wu r a n b i - wu r u ( w i ) -

Dj b u n b u - 1 b u n Y u w u - b u r u w u - I 
they ( p l )  Ng b u n b u - b u n Y u w u - bu  r uwu - I I 

Nung w l r a n b i - I w i n Y l w i - w i r i w i -
I I I I 
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TAB L E  V I I ( b )  

INCORPORATED PRONOUN S - FUTURE , DUAL OBJECT 

� Subj e c t  u s  ( dI . in ) us ( dI .  e x )  you ( d l )  them ( dl )  

Dj l) a b u n Y - l)a bu n Y -
I Ng l) a b u n Y - l) a b u n Y -

Nung l) a bu n Y - l)a b i n Y 

Dj I I) a n sj i n b u  y i n Y ag  l) a n � i bu n Y -
you ( sg )  Ng n a n d Y I  b l r l n Y - l) a n d Y i  b u n Y -

Nung l)a d Y i  b i r l n Y - I) a  d Y i b i n Y 

Dj g a n b um i n d a g  g a n bu y l n Y a g - g a n u b u n Y - g a n u b u n Y -
he Ng g a d l b i d l - g a d l b l r l n Y - g a d u b u n Y - g a d u b u n Y -

Nung I) a n  i b i d  1 - I) a n i b l r l n Y - l) a n u b u n Y - l) a n l b l n Y -

Dj m i n d u bu n Y -
we ( dl . in )  Ng m u n d u bu n Y -

Nung b i d i w i n Y  

Dj y l r l b u n Y - y i r l bu n Y -
we ( dl . ex )  Ng y u r u b u n Y - y u r u b u n Y -

Nung y u r u b l n Y - y i r l b i n Y -

Dj g u n Y i n b u  y i n Y a g  g u r u b u n Y -
you( d l )  Ng 9 I r I b i n Y g u r u b u n Y -

Nung y I r I b I r I n Y w i  r I b i n Y -

Dj b u n Y i n b u  m l n d a g  b u n Y i n b u y i n Y a g  bu r u b u n Y - bu r u b u n Y -
they ( dl )  Ng b l r l b l d l - b I r i b l n Y  b u r u b u n Y - b u  r u  b u n Y  

Nung y l r l b i d l  y I r I b l r l n Y - wu r u b u n Y - w i r i b i r i n Y 

Dj yu r u  b u n Y -
we (pI . in ) Ng yu r u  b u n Y -

Nung y i r l b i n Y -

Dj y i r i bu n Y - y i r i b u n Y -
we ( p I .  ex ) Ng yu r u  b u n Y - y u r u bu n Y  

Nung y l r l b i n Y y l r i b i n Y 

Dj g u n b u y l n Y a g  g u r u b u n Y -
y ou ( p l ) Ng g l r l b i n Y - g u r u b u n Y  

Nung y l r l b l n Y - w i r l b i r i n Y 

Dj b u n b um l n d a g  b u n b u y l n Ya g  b u r u b u n Y - bu r u b u n Y -
they ( p l )  Ng b l r l b l d l - b l r l b i n Y - bu  r u  bu  n Y - b u  r u  bu  n Y -

Nung y l r l b l d l - y l r i b l n Y wu r u b u n Y - w i r l b i n Y -
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TAB L E  V I l l e )  

I NCORPORATED PRONOUNS - FUTURE , PLURAL OBJECT 

'� 
I 

! Subj e ct us ( p l .  in ) us ( pl . ex )  I you ( pl )  them ( p l ) 

I Dj I) a b u r u - I) a b u r u - ! 
I Ng I) a bu r u - I) a b u r u -

Nung I) a b u r u - I) a b i r i -

Dj ' I) a n st i n b u - y l r a g  l) a n� l b u r u 
you ( sg )  Ng I)a n d  Y I b 1 r i - l) a n d Y i b u r u -

Nung I) a d  Y i b i r 1 - l) a d Y i b i r i -

Dj g a n b u  y u r a g  ga n b u y l ra g - g a n u b u r u - g a n u b u r u -
he Ng g a d l b i r 1 g a d l  b i r 1 - g a d u b u r u - g a d u b u r u -

Nung I) a n i b i r 1 I) a n  i b i r i - I) a n u  b u r u - I) a n i b i r i -

Dj m i n d u b u r u -
we ( dl . in )  Ng m u n d u b u r u -

Nung b i d  I w i  r 1 -

Dj y l r l bu n Y - y i r l b u n Y  
we ( d l . ex )  Ng yu r u  b u r u - y u r u b u r u -

Nung y u r u b i r i - y I r i b I r 1 -

Dj g u n Y i n b u - y l r a g - g u ru b u n Y -
you( d l )  N g  9 1 r I b I r i - g u r u b u r u -

Nung y l r l b l r i - w i  r i b i r i -

Dj b u nY I n b u  y u r a g  b u nY l n b u  y l r a g  b u r u b u nY - b u r u  b u nY -
they ( dl )  Ng b i r I b i r i b I r i b 1 r I b u r u bu ru  bu r u  b u ru -

Nung y i r i b l r l - y I r i b 1 r i wu r u b u r u  w i  r I b i r l -

Dj y u r u  b u r u -
we ( p l .  in ) Ng y u r u  b u r u -

Nung y u r u b I r i -

Dj y i r l b u r u - y i r l b u r u -
we ( p l . e x )  Ng y u r u  bu r u - y u r u  b u r u -

Nung y 1 r I b 1 r I y I r i b I r 1 -

Dj g u n b u  y l r a g - g u r u  b u r u  
you( p l )  Ng 9 I r 1 b I r 1 - g u r u  b u r u -

Nung y I r 1 b I r l - w i  r I b i r i -

I Dj b u n b u  y u r a g - b u n b u  y l ra g - b u  r u  b u r u - b u r u b u r u - I I they ( p l ) Ng b l r l b l r l - b I r I b I r i - I b u  r u  b u  r u - b u r u  b u  r u -
\ Nung I y I r i b  I r I - Y I r 1 b I r i - wu r u  b u r u - w i  r I b I r i - I 

I I 
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I n  Nungali the future incorporated pronoun is  formed as i n  
Ngaliwuru except that the future morpheme i s  - w u , - w l / - b u , - b i .  The usual 
form is  - w i / - b i ,  the other forms are the result of vowe l harmony . 

T h e  N e ga t i v e F u t u r e  I n co r p o r a te d  P ro nou n s  

The ful l  list of ne gat ive future incorporated pronouns oc curs in Tables  

VI I I ( a , b , c ) .  The negat ive future incorporat ed pronoun prefixed to the 
verb nu cleus , functions as a kind of negat ive future subj unct ive and , 
with the negative particle , as a simple negat ive future . In both cases 
the action i s  unrealisable , i . e . ,  it will not t ake place . The following 
examples from Dj amindj ung will show the way the future negat ive forms 
are used in the three Dj amindj ungan languages ; 

( i )  as a s imple negative , 
g u ra n Y  y a n i n Y ma 

not n o t - he - y o u  ki l l  

H e  wi l l  no t ki l l  y o u .  

( i i )  as a negat ive future subj unct ive , 
b a y d g a  y a n l n Yma 

go no t - h e - y ou - k i Z Z  

Go Ze s t  h e  ki l Z  y o u . 

In Ngaliwuru and Dj amindj ung the negative future incorporated 
pronoun is  formed by adding the prefix  y a - to  the present/past incorp
orated pronoun forms with the morphophonemic rules which apply to  the 
format ion of the negative future pronouns which are the subj ects  of 
intransit ive verbs . 

There are some irregular forms , e . g . , the first person exclus ive 
dual and plural forms in the subj ect with the second person s ingular 
in the obj ect are yawu n Y where we would expect *y a r i n Y •  In Ngal iwuru 
where there is a first person s ingular subj ect and a second person dual 
or p lural obj ect the forms are ' y a Q u n Y  and y a Q u r u  where we have ya n u n Y  

and y a n u r u  in Dj amindj ung .  I n  b oth cases the expect ed form would be  
*ya w u n Y and * y a w u r u . In Nungali the negative future incorporat ed 
pronoun is  formed in the same manner as in Dj amindj ung and Ngaliwuru 
e xcept that , as with the format ion of the negative future pronouns which 
are the subj ects  of intransit ive verb s ,  t he negat ive future prefix i s  
- n Y a / - n Y - . The morphophonemic rule s are a s  in the format ion of the 
negat ive future pronoun subj ects  to  intransitive verbs . 
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TAB L E  V I I I ( a. )  

I NCORPORATED PRONOUN S - NEGAT IVE FUTURE . SI NGULAR OBJECT 

� Subj ect  me you ( sg )  him 

Dj ya n Y I - y a l) i -
I Ng y a n Y i - ya  I) i -

Nung n Y a n Y i - n Y a l) a -
Dj y a n g i n - I y a n g i -

you ( sg )  Ng y a n d Y i n - I y a n d Y I -
Nung n Y a d Ya n - n Y a d Y i -
Dj ya n - y a n i n Y - y a n i -

he Ng ya n - y a n l n Y - yan i -
Nung n Y a n a n - n Y a n i n Y - n Y a n i -
Dj y am i n d i -

we ( dl . in )  Ng y am i n d i -
Nung n Y am i n d i -
Dj I y aw u n Y - ya r i n Y -

we ( d l . e x )  Ng I yawu n Y u - ya r i n Y -
Nung I n Y i n Y i - n Y i n Y -I 

Dj yawu n i n Y - yawu n Y -
you ( dl ) Ng y a w u n  i n Y - yawu n Y -

Nung n Y u n Y a n - n Y u n Y -
Dj yawu n Y l n - yawu n Y u - yawu n Y -

they ( d l )  Ng yawun Y l n - yawu n Y u - yawu n Y -
Nung n Y aw i n Y a n - n Y u n Y u - n Y aw i n Y -
Dj y a r l -

we ( p l . in )  Ng ya r i -
Nung n Y i r i -
Dj yawu n Y - y a r i -

we ( p l . ex )  Ng yawu n Y u - y a  r i -

Nung n Y i n Y i - n Y i r i -
Dj y a w u n - yawu r u -

you ( p l )  Ng yawu n - yawu r u -
Nung n Y u r a n - n Y u r u -
Dj yawu n - yawu n Y u - I yawu r u -

they ( p l ) Ng yawu n - yawu n Y u - yawu r u -
Nung n Yaw  i r a n - n Y a w i n Y I - n Y aw i r i -
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TAB L E  V I 1 I ( b )  

I NCORPORATED P RONOUNS - NEGATI VE FUTURE , DUAL OBJECT 

-----� 
I 

us ( dl . in )  us ( dl . ex ) you( d1 ) them ( d1 )  Subject I 

Dj y a n u n Y - ya n u n Y -

I Ng y a l) u n Y - y a l) u n Y -
Nung n Ya l) awu n Y  n Y a l)a w i n Y 

Dj y a n� i n - y l n y a g - y a n d u n Y -
" 

y ou ( s g )  Ng y a n d Y i r i n Y - y a n d Y u n Y -
Nung n Y a d Y l r l n Y n Ya d Y i w i n Y 

Dj y a n  m i n d a g - y a n  y l n y a g - y a n u n Y - y a n u n Y -
he Ng y a n l m i n d i - y a n i r l n Y - y a n u n Y - y a n u n Y -

Nung n Y a n i m i n d i  n Y a n l r i n Y - n Y a n u n Y - n Y a n i w i n Y -

Dj y a m i n d u n Y -
we ( dl .  in ) Ng yamu n d u n Y -

Nung n Y am i n d i w i n Y 

Dj y a r u n Y - y a r u n Y -
we ( d l . e x )  Ng y a r u n Y - ya r u n Y -

Nung n Y u r u r u n Y  n Y i r i w i n Y -

Dj yawun Y l n  y i n y a g  yawu r u n Y -
y ou ( d1 )  Ng yaw u r i n Y - yawu r u n Y -

Nung n Y i r i r l n Y - n Y i r i w i n Y -

Dj yawun Y i n  y i n y a g  y awu n Y i n  y i n y a g  yawu r u r u Y - yawu r u r Y -
they ( d 1 )  Ng yawu r i m i n d i - yaw i r i r l n Y - yawu r u n Y - yawu r u n Y -

Nung n Y aw l r i m i n d i  n Y i r i r i n Y - n Y u r u r u n Y - n Y i r i w i n Y -

Dj y a r u n Y -
we ( p l . in ) Ng ya r u r u n Y -

Nung n Y i  r i w i n Y -

Dj y a r u n Y - ya r u n Y -
we ( p l . e x )  Ng y a r u n Y - ya r u n Y -

Nung n Y u r u r u n Y - n Y i r i b i n Y 

Dj yawu n y i n y a g  yawu r u n Y -
you ( p 1 ) Ng yaw i r i r i n Y - yawu r u n Y -

Nung n Y l r l r i n Y - n Y i w i r l w i r i n Y 

Dj y a w u n  m l n d a g  y awu n y l n Y a g  y awu r u r Y - y a wu r u n Y -
they ( p 1 ) Ng yawun  m i n d i y aw l r i r i n Y - yawu r u n Y - yawu r u n Y -

Nung I n Y aw i r l m i n d l  n Y i r i r i n Y - n Y u r u r u n Y  n j l r i w i n Y -
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TAB L E  V I 1 1 ( c. )  

I NCORPORATED PRONOUNS - NEGAT IVE FUTURE , PLURAL OBJECT 

-�I 
: Subj ect 

, 
I Dj I ; I Ng 
I Nung 

i Dj 
I you ( sg )  Ng , 

Nung I I 

us ( pI . in )  

Dj I y a n  y u r a g -
he Ng y a n l r i -

Nung n Y a n i r i -

Dj 
we ( dI . in )  Ng 

Nung 

Dj 
we ( dI .  ex ) Ng 

Nung 

Dj 
you ( d 1 )  Ng 

Nung 

Dj y aw u n Y i n  yu r a g  
they ( d 1 )  Ng y aw i r i r i -

Nung n Y i r l r l -

Dj 
we ( p I . in ) Ng 

Nung 

Dj 
we ( p I .  e x )  Ng 

Nung 

Dj 
you ( p 1 )  Ng 

Nung 

Dj y a w u n  y u r a g  

I 
they ( p 1 )  Ng y aw i r i r i -

Nung n Y i r i r l ---

us ( pI . ex )  you ( p1 )  them ( p1 ) 

ya n u r u - y a n u r u -
y a l) u r u - y a l) u ru -
n Y a l) awu r u  n y a l) aw i r i -

y a n � i n - y i r a g  y a n � u  r u -
y a n d Y i r i - y a n d Y u r u -
n Y a d Y i r i - n Y a d Y i wu r u -

y a n  y i r a g - y a n u r u - ya n u r u -
y a n  i r i - y a n u r u - y a n u r u -
n Y a n i r i - n Y a n u r u - n Y a n i w i r i -

y a m i n d u r u -
y a mu n d u ru -
n Ya m i n d i w l r l -

y a r u n Y - y a r u n Y -
y a r u r u - ya r u r u -
n Y u r u r u - n Y i r i w i r i -

yawu n Y l n  y i r a g  yawu r u n Y -
ya w l r i r i - yawu r u r u -
n Y l r i r i - n Y i r i w i r i -

y a w u n Y i n  y i ra g yawu r u n Y - yawu r u n Y -
y aw I r I r I - yawu r u r u - yawu r u r u -
n Y i r i r i - n Y u r u r u - n Y i r i w i r i -

y a r u r u -
ya r u r u -
n Y i r i w i r i -

y a r u r u - ya r u ru -
ya r u r u - y a r u r u -
n Y u r u r u - n Y i r i b i r i -

y a w u n  y i r a g  yawu r u r u -
yaw l r i r i - yawu r u r u -
n Y i r i r l - n Y i w i r i w i r i -

yawu n y i ra g - yawu r u  r u - yawu r u r u -
yaw l r l r l - yawu r u r u y awu r u r u -
n Y l r i r l - n Y u r u r u - n Y i r i w i r i - I 



6 1 4  

C O N C LU S I ON 

I t  will be  seen that there are c lear corre spondances between 
phonemes and morphemes in the pronoun systems in Dj amindj ungan . Thi s  
c orre s pondance is  almost ident ical with that des cribed by Chadwick with 
re gard to Dj ingili ( Chadwick 196 8 ) . The main distinct ions drawn are 
between s ingular and non-singu lar . Among t he non- singular forms , the 
first  person dual inclusive behaves morphologically like a s ingular . 
The dual forms are dist ingui shed by the - n Y - phoneme and the plural by 
- r - .  In the cardinal pronouns the dual i s  formed by adding n Y I  to  the 
plural . The p lural take s pre cedence over the dual in the format ion 
rule s for the incorporated pronoun with - the re sult that there is no 
distinction in the re sultant forms . 

The inc lusive-exc lusive distinct ion in the first person dual and 
plural is pre served in Dj amindj ung and Nungal i but , morphologically , 
only in the dual form in Ngaliwuru.  In the incorporat ed pronoun this 
dis tinct ion is frequent ly oblit erat ed . Thi s is  also the case in the 
second and third person dual and plural obj ect s of incorporat ed pronouns . 

Capell ( 19 57 )  has suggested that the not ions of dual ity and 
inc lu sivene s s  versus exclus ivene ss may have developed in Aus tral ian 
language s and were not in them originally . Thi s st udy of the morphology 
of t he pronominal forms of Dj amindj ungan indicates that these not ions 
are often indist inct ly expre ssed by the morphemic structure of the 
languages which comprise it . 
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