
SCME ARCHAIC VIETNAMESE IDRDS 
.� #v IN � TRAI ' S  roEMS 

?t! ... ... Nguyen Dlnh-hoa 

In a paper 1 presented at the 1 975 International Conference on Sino-Tibetan 
Languqges and Linguist ics at Berkeley , Cal ifornia ,  I ind icated that rjt i! 
Nguyln Tdi'i ' s ( 1 380- 1 442 )  Qu5c-am 'llli-t$p IjJ 1J � 1f [Collected Poems in t1fe 
Nat ional Language ]  contains a number of archaic wordS: A year or so later, I 
was able to carpa� that qu5c-ngu. ( rananized ) version of the work, transcribed 
and edited by Tran V�n Gi3p and Ph9ffi Tr�>ng .ai�m ( 1 956 ) , with a�ther , 
transcr ibed and ed ited by �ao Ouy Anh ( 1 969 , 1 976 )  as part of Nguyen Ttai 
To�n-tSp Pi'. $. 4: J. [Canplete �rds of Nguy�n Tra'i] , as well as with the nern 
text2 dated 1 868. 

Th is paper will present f ifty lexemes which were used as free words in 
Nguy�n Trai ' s  time ,  but which are found only in corrq;ounds or in rare contexts 
in modern Vietnamese . Each of these archaic lexemes will be followed by its 
nSm character ( s ) , its meaning, and its occurrences in the 254 vernacular poems 
left by the famous scholar-statesman whose six-hundredth birthday was observed 
by UNESCO in 1 980 .  

1 .  �u i�, � ' to worry' . Cf. Modern VN lo-au. 

1 8 . 8  Ch� au ng�t, ch� au g ia.  
J±. iWE JC 11. � !t 

30 . 8  To' hoo chlfa �o, hay cOn 8u. 

j� � * � 9t JI:t � 
3 1 . 3  Nha oon thi-ll, �u chi ng�t . 

1t M � *-'  � :L JL. .. / ... .. 1\ . ,.. " 68 . 7 COn co mqt long au Vlec nuoc. 
J¥ Ili1 � � � 1� � 

"The Language of Nguy1n Trai : A Sampling of Fifteenth�entury Vietnamese, "  
Paper presented at the E ighth Internat ional Conference on Sino-Tibetan 
Languages and Linguistics , University of Califo£1lia at Berkeley, October 1 975 .  
For a bibliography on the ran script, see Nguyen .£>lnh-hoa 1 979 .  

2 I am grateful to Professor� Xu�-aan' for a copy of the n8m version-hard 
to find and thought to have been lost until 1 954-as well as for valuable (oral 
and written ) teachings on the Vietnamese demotic script. 
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72 . 5  Nhimg v'l ch�a th&rili � dd.i. tr� . 

1Jj � :t  -! m � 711 
1 1 6 .4  v� th�t �u dli l&a thi�. 

.. t � :Z t2t J$t. 
, � __ , ,.. 3 " 1 2 1 . 2  -eugc 1 t chCl.l ".:I mung, mat chang au. 

� lZ ;tk � � � � 
2 .  b�t tA ' right-hand side ' . Cf . vat , the plowman' s  order to his water

buffalo to turn right, as q:posed to S§i.. 
, L ? � r "  42. 1 Cheo Ian De bat thUO' ta-duong. 

� � 00 tJ\ tJ. 14 � 
3 .  b�t 1'\ ' span ' . 

? "  . ' A /  45 .  1 Bay tam rntlO'l. b� �t bat tay.  

J{t * � .If � tr\ � 
4 . �· i"E!!. ' to flatter ' . Cf. Modern VN bQ=db-, bQ' cKt. 

, � � 1 1  . 4  Ngay vang xem boa I::x;>- cay. 

* -*- 16 At t� � 
, , 3 i3ao Duy Anh has be ' to trim' (p.  7 1 1 ) .  

5 .  bui � 'only ' .  

26 . 8  Bui m$t loog ngOO1. c'fC hiefu thay. 
� ;,Ii � -I- � h .a n<:. � 11t -1!l! � t:l 

83 . 8  Bui mSt ta khen ta hOO tinh. 

a � � D-i � 1; �  t 
6 .  ch�c -* ' to buy ' . Cf . Modern VN ctoi ch�c ' to barter ' .  

1 89 . 3  fui cia' kh�ng ti�n kh& ch�c rlt:fu. 

AA �  � � t, � � , 
7 .  ch� ;flj ' to sew, mend, patch ' . 

... ... I / 1 24 . 4  Mua qua chan b� ao sen. 

f! � iff. � -l� :itt 
1 34 . 3  -eOng hi&t gia lanh ch� �n ktp• 

� �Ir\ � � ;1\.. i� £P 
8 .  ch'ay � ' late, long ' . 

, 
1 37 . 2  Ai hoc th'i hay mua l� dlay. 

_--=----'t�=---'$ �a tJl1 ,� � .it. 
3 Tr� Xu&t Ng9c-Lan ( 1 98 1 : 24 )  xoore recently gave the reading trlY ' to turn over 

[one ' s  body, an object] . 
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, , .. � , , '" A f .  1 67 . 3  M9t phat khach chay con thay hOi .  

� � t � M- if. !J� 
1 71 . 8 CJa $y nao ai tUng dU9C ch�y. 

Jfi t � � � # .it  
9 .  � � 'of ,  fran' . Cf . Hanic4 chi ;z.. , .!:!' �. 

1 0 .  1 Sang cling kho b&. chung 9 iOi . 

� � Jl �. 1,:; � , .. , .  A " A jA N 80 . 7  Ngoal chung ph� ay cau aau m.ra .  

�r � �' � * � �  , "l.. 1 22 . 5  Suo the chung ta dau dam-bac. f- it � ltJ' ;m i � 
1 0 .  c6c % ' to know' . Cf . Hanic giac fl.. Also C&, .£2£. 

20 . 7  TU5ng ni o6c duoc � han thiet. . . 
� � % �� � tt 1;  , ... " , ,.. 33 .4  Co than thl sa coc chung than. 

ljJ l �a � -S- � Jf 47 . 1  Co than thl eric kh� lam sao. 

@ � �a % � �l !f 
85 . 2  Chbg c6C nhan sinh g�i cheri.. 

�1 % A- �,( ?k '*� 
1 04 . 8  Co ai cOc dutJt: may � cthi • . 

OO �-% * Jt � � 
1 5 1 . 7  Th�-gian ai c6 th� c6C. 

1It llIJ 1� liJ �B % 
1 1 .  � �R' m ' to draw, sketch, trace' . 

1 9 . 5  Giang-son dc:m duqc d8 hai bGc. 

;.:r. ;l.) ;� # i ft,;;.. �& 
1 2  • .£iE *B 'before, formerly' .  

• A , ,( , 62 . 3  D:P huy�n hoa con quyen khach. 

#13 I� ;;� it 1t � 
1 62 . 3  Dip cOn theo ti�n g�c phuong .  . . 

af -M It 1J1l " , � 
200 . 1  Dip troc �n khoe ti�t cung .  

___ ai�lr1 fi¥ � if rjJ 
4 This term has been proposed by Schneider ( 1 981 , 1 982 :  personal camlunications ) .  
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1 3 .  doi � ' to follow ( up) , continue ' . Cf . Modern VN thee ooi . 
1 88 . 3  Tt.tt thubng cang ng� ckg dOi dliu. 

� 1 3� � 3� oi ?i 
1 4 .  d�' ;t ' to leave behind, abandon ' . 

.... ,( .&.-r 6 , 8 .  1 -ea: may thu nay ae 1� nha. 
.... � -t.- ;#( � Jt£ 1/1J fa 

TrSn van Gi� 's  gloss is ' to follow' , but actually the author of the poem 
had abandoned his family tradition of l iving in retirement amidst nature. 
1 5 .  dOi 1 � 'maid-servant ' .  

, / 
�� � , • A 

1 . 3  Con aoi tron, duong a1 quyen. 
!t � it � � * 

1 6 .  doi2 � ' to follow' . Cf . thee dc)i . 
1 32 . 3  Van-chuang ch�p lay �i cau th�. 

;t f �� �� pJ 13 � 
1 60 . 2  Lui tdi cBi thl mien ph� an. 

t �eJ � � � ?[ !Jt , • " _",- ,,  , , A. 1 62 . 2  -tX>1 ph't" rna yen ha SO' cau . 

fit 1/'- At 1t O� #r 5ji 
1 7 .  doi3 � ' several ; every' . 

4 1  . 2  fui m.vc noo, choi qulm d}u. 
p� i� " �� �,, ;m 

45 . 5  Nhat nguyet soi dOi chan hi�n. . , . 
g F! tm � l1f � , 

62 . 5  � hay thut1ng-hai dOi th"'1 bi�n. 
1f o{1 � * � �Er � 

7 5 � , . !'_t- h" ,. d ... · t_t-5 .  Qua 001 Crulll C ep cau 01 Crulll.  

� � t �J lJ � f 
.. ' .... � 1 8 .  aon dung/rung Jk JB ' to add up, gather ' 

A ...... ,( , "-207 .4 Hoa nguy�t don dung may phat lanh. 
�� Jl k m 1- if � 

1 9 .  �$i tit ' to question, deny ' . Cf . dSi co, 

1 3 . 2  'Ihua dU<lC �g co ai k� dSi . 
#f ** FW � �� rc 1ft 
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9 1 .8  i>Si ro ai di kern chi ai . 
* -kli t� � � .:Z 1;� 

In Modern VN ,  d8i co rreans ' to COI1'pare, rontrast, confront ( two versions 
of the sane story--as in rourt) ' .  

20 . han \:l� ' to inquire ' .  Cf . Modern VN hoi han. 

23 .8  Thiy � ai han ch6- dai d�. 
jt @ � o. � �, t-

1 33 .6  Kho 6' kinh-thrum thi�u k� han. 

, Jf M- � it ;Y rt ttl 
2 1 .  � �1t ' ronstantly, often ' .  Cf . Hanic tht.i?ng * . 

1 2 .3  Nghiep cU thi thu" h� rot chGt. 

t , � t �§: , �  Jf� 
1 8 .3 Song viet hang l� phien sach dUo 

� ta r1§. 1JU >t .Ji.f t: 
23. 1 Ngay th� ke khoai nhUng sb h� . 

� .. � -t � 17) ! Iff! 
92.4  sUng h:mg Mung 'fY9C qua tai .  

� tf! 1JJ ;f. � � 
1 39 2 . ,(  h� 1'" th,( ' • Hal ay ang e sl! e-glan.  

S� t � 1f� j t!t M " 
Because of a tab!?0' thuOnk had to subst itut,e for � under the Nguyln 

dynasty ( 1 802-1 945 ) (Tran v&i Gi and Ph� Tr909 -Diem 1 956 : 42 ) . 

22. khiin it- '  to cause to • • •  ' 
1 28 . 8  Khi�n chd cho qua rot dao thtbng . 

il * * t ?i � � 
23. khb t 'poor, needy, lowly ' . 

1 0 . 1  Sang cung kh6 lJ6.i chung giOi.  
4 � jJ f� � � 

43 .3 Khb �n m6i ph�i nguOi �-tJ� 

'" t i �if1 �l � -t  
58 .7  Kho mi�n vui ,  chang thOa td.ch. 

� � � ;.t PJf � 
\ l · � " ""  72.7  'Ihua ch al rang thl kho ngC}t . 

� � $. �� fa Jl JtJ � 1 6 ' � __ 77 . 1  Giau ch� kip, kh con bru� . 
fij Jt -i. '" ftt �''f--ij -
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1 33 . 6  Kh6 l,. kinh-tharm thdu k� han. 

� � .t  t� � � �  
1 39 .  1 Gi�u ng� hop, kho ngu6i tan • 

.fi 1'§- � � 1� � 
24 . khcSn �;r 'difficult ' . 

• 7 .  h ... � . kh" th l' I 1 . 5 Ao D01 �p 1�1 on a ca. 

�] �! � 00" 1tIr � it . 
7 . 4  Thuyen �n khon dua be l�c klnh.  

$ �f tt/I l� � }�  � 
6 6 Kh'" b ' '" l' " . w_ d .... · • on let oog ngUO'l. VaIl al . 

#/1 >1 � 11 � It. 
6 I' i\ -I). h ' " Th "  . 5 . 5  com ao khon aen Ng leu uan tr� . , 

it � J$ Ef) !!. jf �i1 
25.  khUng Jt ' to oonsent to' 

..... ' ''_ J. I DC' 1 4 . 7  Thuyen IR?n con cheo chang khung db. 
,jfO I1lt ').� .i¥ � "It -f� 

54 . 7  cOt la'nh hon thanh ch� kh6ng hoa. 

tt yt i:t. �� � f 1� 
92 . 1  £oong co ai k� kh� nh�g ai . 

� > t �\� � it � i� " 
26 . � ffi ' to fear ' . Cf . Modern VN �. 

48 . 8  C�u ai khen li�n l� ai ch�. 

* �� � it $: � 1!t ,. ...... " . ;( I j 1 34 . 4  Ha le roo hOl ket ao ado. t i & �  jt if J;. 
I . ,."  , i\ I 1 60 . 4  Quet hlen ngay l� 00ng hoa tan. 

#i � Etf ffi: 4 ;(� 1ft 
1 99 . 4  Khoan khoan nh'lIDg l� �c tan vting. 

� � 11j Jk �& it f. 
The noun th6 � �uld fit' the context better than ac � (f)�o Duy Anh ,  

p. 822 ) .  

- 4. � 27.  l ien � ' and ' . Cf . Modern VN lan. 
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, � " , 
28.  rnOng ,.,,- ' germ, sprout ' .  Cf . Modern VN mam m$n9. 

25 1 C '  � nh ' A  l '  , A • 0 m::>ng t';1- len �l co cay. 
[jJ � � #\ ft.. fjJ J! 

29. � ,1'& l 'do not • • •  ' , " 1 0 . 6  Trung hieu nian xoo m�a riO- rOi . 
ft -# 1;: � ,� -i;. � 

2 6 - ,., � ,  ch " 5 .  Nghla nhan le tn moo 0 khuay. 
� 1;:.. -1-� y l� * :5 , 

44 .7  Lam ngOOi mlJ8 c�y khi quy�n-th�. 
�l 1� ,� )� � Jl � 

1 2 ,.,  A " 9 .  MI}B c�y sang , m� Cf!j tal . 
,� I� lit ,t; � ;t 

� ,.. "" 1 37 . 2  Ai h� th l hay ¥ lEi! chay. 
* -t- fa  � ,; � �  

1 40 . 6  Che khen mua ngai tieng che khen. 
� tJi ,� .-o5 o� ot � 

30.  n'ai chi .Jf: :it.... ' not to mind; why should you need?'  
I v '"  " ... 4 . 4  Ao �c nai chi gam lao 

1� � -* � �� A  
3 1 . n�lU � ' to take shelter, hide ' . 

, "A ,.., .., ,( , A  A 33 . 1  Nau ve que cu bay nhleu xuan. 
� #J  .1 * 00  � Jt 

54 .3 Non la nu6C thanh l� n�u. 

-r>oo DM(p
�!54 1 3 f\�

���ulifor the graph ld ,  �.fu. 

1 53 .8  �ng-giang dux n�u �t d�i c�u. ( ? )  

" � �.k * *i � ;f {1p 
f)ao Duy Anh (p.  447 ) has nan for the graph $., no3n. 

32.  � »t. ' to know, be aCX}uainted with ' . 
tV ,(  , �_ 5 . 8  Nang may son-tang lcm ban ngam • • 
� 1. liJ i. �l it oJ-

33. � JC.J 'poor,  needy ' . Cf . Modern VN ngh�. 
1 0 . 7  Con ch�u ch6' h� song vi6t ng�t. 

Jt � �i 1l� � a 7C.. 
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t " v � � .. 1 8 . 8  Chang au ng�t , chang aU gia. 

J*- Bi  � )l � � 
.. y ' .  1\ . " "( 7 29 . 5  Nha ngat tUI khong tlen mau tu� 

to 7i:. � 1: � -if -1-
3 1 . 3  Nh� cOn thi-l� .1u chi ng�t. 

fa jf � -t� � 1:, � 
, � -' .. , 46 . 6  Nha ngat quan thanh lanh nua aen. 

(0 � 'if m * -k �£ij ,.., 'A . A. " V  1 22 . 7  Vu truyen thlen-h� Nhan Uyen ngqt • 
.;1l; it �.. f � � 7C! 

" 'if .., ,. .. kh' Y 1 40 . 5  Rho ng�t hay ben long 0 ng�t. 

_ 'K! � ,.� � � �  
1 68 . 2  Dau ng�t ta vui d� tao 

�* � � � ;t � 
34 . ngh� � 'diff icult ' .  Cf. Modern VN ng9t nghk>. 

� L�_ .. , , .... _ 32.6  Syo the oang co' buoc buOc ngheu • 
.f- t!t 2f t �t �t � 

46 . 5  Thl ngheo sU' bien nhieu � toe. 

¥ � f jt tt + � 
1 3 1 . 6  ThulY ngheo thl bi�t as toi l�. 

� it � $� ro � & 
35.  ngo 2f ' so  that, so as to' . Cf . Modern VN ngo h�u .  

4 .  6 {)�t cay ngo �i rAnh lDI1g hoa. 

jfl � If p� � � ,tt 
37 . 4  Lui :  ngo dl!JC aft nho-th'an. 

�, q:. � tJ! 11 If 
.... ... . ,.." '" 1 43 . 6  Ket b?n thong mal ngo phI nguyen. 

f� 1f -Jt. � If � ,,{ij 
��_ , . AttI ' " 1 95 .4  uc duong hoa l�l ngo dung chan. 

�* �h � .R t fj � 
36.  � • ' to conpare ' . 

.. " 
1 80 . 7  Bang rang no ai phen kip.  

� * � � � i 
21 7 . 5  Danh thctn ThL1Q1g-uy£ ron phen kip.  � -f .1. � � � i  
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r 
37 .  ph� 1$ ' [pluralizer] ' .  Cf. Modern VN �, c�c. 

/ 7 ,.. � ,-1 92 . 1 Nh� bao pho bay a� cai con • 
.. � � � !� .lt � lt  

Tran Van Giap - Ph� Tr?09 -fli&t ( 1 956 ) have phO �y. 
38.  qugnh I 'deserted' .  Cf . Modern VN hiu gu?I1h. 

29 4 � anh '  .. - � � • Cau qu. cay nhan dl.l:Jng rro than. 

� l . 'JJ -l t � 
31 . 1  Am qu� thieu h1.1l:Xlg � ngu kinh. 

� l )t � i A � 
39.  Ei£ iL ' to help, assist ' .  

A I � . ?( '"'A.. 1 84 . 4  � chua hang ngay 11en can. 

:iz. .t �! j)1 � 1J 
40 . E5l... -*N ' rope; string, twine ' . 

1 37 .3  Ro cf&. kh& �&t ba ngua dU·. . . 

fJi t[ i7 .tt l ,� -% 
1 7  6 . 3  Rq- 119 cO dai nao c6 cfGt. 

jf� � � � 0/ eM tJ! 
4 1 . !!t!!9. Jq ' [of leaf] to fall ' .  

, ..... ,. ho h').. 5 . 3  Rung nh1eu cay rw a c ay rl!Tlg . 

� ;fi  11 � j\t :(t � tf; 
Tran V�n Giap - Pham Trang -f)i� ( 1 956 ) -tA • • 

.. as well as �ao Duy Anh ( 1 956 ) have 
�. 
42 .  tam 3:... 'younger sibl ing ' . Cf. Modern VN em. 

" , , " 64 .6  May khach khue., nguy�t anh tam. 

3l � #:. � J- � 
1 39 . 6  �p lctnh anh tam bi5ng hl>i han. 

� & � � � � pJ 1 74 . 1  Tuy rang bOn be rung anh tam. 

Ii Ul l- � :rt:  � ;.. , - , 43 .  thm $.... ' to guard, preserve, conserve ' .  Cf. (gilt) gm. 

1 27 . 3  H�t k{nh h6t thln � ti�n tho�i . 
Jt � � ffi.. * )1!. >!. 

'\ " "'"' " .. -I 1 39 . 8  Ta thm nhan ngh1a cho- loan aon . 

* Jf<. 1.::. l � �L l 
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1 93 . 6  Tinh quen khinh bac bu6n chru,g th'in. 

� y� ft � � �� �  
, I!L -1" ': A " 20 1 . 2  LOng Xuan nhon aong at khon th In . � � li il: � tf � 

44 thu$c 1ft! ' acquainted with ' . . �;,� 
.( '" ,. 26 . 3  Non cao non thap, may thLl9C. 

lft � * �l ;t � 
45 .  tjn � ' to f inish, exhaust ' 

2 . 4  Tlrn thanh trong vit tin che mai o 

� 7j  tf a � -* �  
1 7 . 3  Song irn huong tin khbi sO' t�. 

� pt -t- � )J\ *'J � 
�ao Duy Anh ( p. 7041 says that in the provinces of Thanh-hoa and Ngh�tinh 

� is used instead of � ' all the way to' . 

46 . � _16 ' to deviate ' • 
2 . 7  Bui cO �t ni� ch'fmg nO- trai.  

� 00 � 11;; Ji; 7;; j .... � 1 - . Ao  1 88 . 1  Trung can ha nO' tral can xung. 
,� Jj Olf tt �' fr -if _ According to Schneider ( 1 979 : 1 7 ) , the reading tre ' tardy ' used by TVG-PTe 

in Poem 2 and by .f)DA in both Poems 2 and 1 88 is incorrect. 

47 . trek: i$. ' top of the heoo ' 

1 59 . 8  He" xanh xanh b- tr8c d�. 
� 4 � � * �  

48 .  tua � ' should , ought to' .  
A � � J � , 1 0 . 5  Liem can tiet ca tua hang n�. 

»" � � t j� �� tZ ... '" " � ? 
59 . 7  Nlun thay Ngu-cong tua sa h01 .  

1JJ � � �'- j� 1: a¥ 
7 _ " � "  , 1 75 . 2  Tua hay thua ph� chO' con nan. 

� ng J11T 7T � jf � 
49 .  tut;1ng � 'perhaps, maybe, seemingly ' . 

,. ., " 1 2 . 4  Duyen xll'a huong lua tlDl1g ba than. 

�� -PI -t- *- � � ;€f 
45 .8  TlJ9I1g cO gi?n bay d�t vay. 

*- IN � .#� � � --
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1 03 .2  Tuong thiy ba than da' c6 duy�n • 

.. � Jt & !f � @I jt 
50. vay })J ' to have a happy reunion/meeting ' . 

, , J\ .... " 'A 75 .3  Ang cue thong quen vay bau ban. 

-£t 1W .# ;� IJJ � 1t 
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