
C O M P L E M E NTAT I ON I N  PALAUAN 

Lewis S .  Jo seph s  

1 .  I NTRODUCT ION 

A survey of extant works on Pal auan ( PAL) reveals a steadily expanding 
intere s t  in elucidating the syntactic prope rties of the language , and in the 
post-war period especially , much emphas is has been placed on the investigation 
of complex sentences , in particular those involving various type s of subordi­
nation . In this essay ,  a specifi c  type of subordination - namely , complemen­
tation - wi l l  be examined in detai l ,  and contrasting complement s tructures w i l l  
be identified in terms of salient syntactic and semantic characteris tics . 

2 .  CHARACTER I ST ICS OF OBJ ECT COMPLEMENTS 

In PAL, as in all other languages , whole sentences ( or proposi tions ) can 
function as the subj ects or ob jects of verbs . Thus , embedded sentences dominated 
by the sub j e c t  NP ( noun phrase) node are called subject compl emen ts , whi le those 
dominated by the ob ject NP node are termed object compl emen ts . We shall focus 
first on the latter type . 

There is an important c lass of PAL transitive verbs that can take either 
concrete ob j ects or ob j ects that des cribe actions or activi ties . These two 
contrasting ob j e ct types are i llustrated in the examples below : 

( 1 ) a .  A k  m l a  mo me rek e r  a s ube l �k .  
I have finish my homework 
I have finished my homework . 

b .  Ak m l a  mo me rek e l  me r u u l  a ka I I . 
I have finish prepare food 
I have finished preparing the food. 

( 2 )  a .  A D ro teo a m i l s uub e r  a reks i . 
learned his tory 

Dro teo learned his tory . 

b .  A D ro teo a m i l s uub e l  me ruu I a m l a  i .  
learned make canoe 

Droteo learned how to make canoes .  
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In the ( a ) -sentences above , the ob j ects of mo me rek finish and mes uub learn, 
study are the s ingle concrete nouns s ube l ek my homework and reks i his tory, 1 
whi l e  in the (b) -sentences the ob j ects of these same verbs des ignate certain 
ac tions or activities (preparing food , making canoes ) . S ince the ob ject in the 
(b) -sentences contains a finite verb but no overtly-expressed sub j e c t ,  we can 
conclude that it is ul timately derived from a fully speci fied embedded sentence 
whose sub j ect has b een deleted under identity with that of the ' higher ' ,  main 
c l ause . Thus , whi le l a ,  for example , has the following deep s tructure ( s impli­
fied with respect to irrelevant detai ls) , 

( 3 ) S 

NP Aux 

ak m l a 

VP 
------------

V NP 

I I 
mO , me rek s ube l ek 

sentence lb has the more complex s tructure below :  

( 4 )  S 

NP Aux 

I I 
ak m l a 

VP �� 
I I 

mo me rek S 

� 
NP Aux VP 

� 
V NP 

I I 
ak Pres me r u u l  ka l l  

(=�) 

I n  the deep s tructure configuration 4 ,  the expans ion of the ob j ect NP into 
a ful ly speci fied sentence ( the ob j ect complement) re flects the semantic fact 
tha t  in lb , the ob ject of mo me rek finish is an entire activi ty (preparing food) 
performed by a particular agent (ak I) . The semanti c interpretation of lb 
requires a deep s tructure in which the agent ( = sub j ect) o f  the embedded prop­
osi tion is identi cal to that of the higher , main clause , since lb can only be 
unders tood to mean that the person preparing the food and the person completing 
that preparation are one and the same individual . For this reason , the verb 
mo me rek is said to require the Like-Subject Constrain t :  in deep s tructures l ike 
4 ,  the sub j ec t  of the ob j ect complement must always have the s ame referent as 
tha t  of the verb mo me rek itself . In deriving the actual surface s tructure lb , 
the complement sub j ect ak  is de leted by a process called Equi -NP Deletion , and 
an insertion rule in troduces e l  at the b eginning of the complement . As we will 
see , e l  marks many varieties of compl ements in PAL and i s  thus j usti f iably 
labe l led a complemen tiser . 2 

In addition to having no overtly expressed subj ects , the ob j e ct complements 
of lb and 2b require verb forms in the present tense , even when the verb of the 
main clause des ignates some past tense - e . g . m l a mo me rek has finished ( recent 
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pas t) , m i l s uub learned (non-recent past)  - and the whole sentence therefore 
describes a past action or even t .  Thus , sentences like the following are ungram­
matical because the ( i talicised) verb of the ob j ect complement is in some past 
tense : 

( lb ' )  *Ak m l a  mo me rek e l  mirruul 
{
mla meruul

} a ka I I . 

I have finish { prepared } 
have prepared food. 

( 2b ' )  *A d roteo a m i  I s uub e l  mirruul {
ml a meruul

} a m l a i . 

learned { made } 
have made canoe 

The apparent ' neutralis ation ' of tense marking in the embedded sentences of 
lb and 2b is a characteristic property of certain types of complement s truc­
tures 3 as opposed to, say , relative c lauses . Thus , as the fol lowing example 
shows , there are no res tric tions whatsoever on the tense markers which can occur 
in PAL relative clauses : 

( 5 )  

A chad e l  

person 

The person 

a .  { � � , " " I } 
b .  me ruu I 

ml a me r u u l  a m l a i  a Sebas t i an .  
c .  
d .  m i  r ruu l 

{ a .  wi l t  make } 
b .  makes 
c .  has made 
d .  made 

canoe 

who b .  makes the 

{ a .  wi l l  make } 
c .  has made 
.:i .  made 

canoes is Sebastian . 

The di fferences in freedom of occurrence of tense markers in complement 
s tructures as opposed to o ther s tructures ( e . g .  relative c lauses ) may we ll 
represent a universal phenomenon .  Thus , Kaj i ta 1967 : 47-58 notes that in Eng . , 
the ob j ect complements accompanying verbs l ike hesi ta te , fail , vol unteer , 
etc . are restricted in their internal s tructure such that only the present tense 
form of the in fini tive can occur : 

( 6 )  a .  John hesi tated t o  go/ *have gone . 
b .  B i l l  fai l ed to in form/ *have informed the teacher . 
c .  Mary volunteered to drive/ *have driven the limos ine . 

The s tarred verb phras es in 6 show that the ob j ect complement cannot contain 
pas t  (or perfective ) markers . By contras t ,  Eng . re lative clauses have no tense 
res tri ctions , as the translation in 5 clearly illustrates . 

Returning to the deep s tructure configuration of 4 ,  we can now see that the 
embedded sentence which represents the obj ect complement cannot be expanded with 
total freedom as can the highe st (matrix) sentence . First of all , the NP sub­
ject of this complement cannot be any noun or pronoun , but must correspond to 
the sub j ec t  of the matrix claus e ;  and , second , the Aux node of the complement 
cannot be any tense marker at all , but must be specifi cally expanded as Pres 
(present tense) . 
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2 . 1 .  Further exampl es o f  object  compl ements 

In the sentences below we observe further instances of ob ject complements 
following the trans itive verb mo me rek finish : 

( 7 )  a .  Ak m 1 0  me rek e 1  remu r t  e r  a ea i e 1  k 1 ok . 
I finished run at eight c lock 
I finished running at eigh t o 'clock .  

b .  A D roteo a m 1 a  mo me rek e 1  bech i i 1 . 4 
has finished married 

Droteo is no longer married. 

c .  Ke m 1 a mo me rek e 1  omeng u r ?  

d .  

you have finished have dinner 
Have you finished eating? 

Ke m 1 a  mo me rek 
you have finished 
Have you finished 

e 1  me 1 amech a dekoo 1 ? 5 
smoke cigare tte 

smoking your cigare tte ?  

Other trans itive action verbs such a s  omuch e 1  begin and me 1 a sem try (out) 
resemble mo me rek in al lowing both concrete ob j ects ( as in the ( a ) -sentences )  
and ob j ect complements ( as i n  th e  (b) -sentences ) : 

( 8) a .  Kede mo omuche 1 e r  a b 1 a i  e r  a k 1 ukuk . 

b .  

we wi l l  begin house tomorrow 
We wi l l  begin ( to bui ld) the house tomorrow. 

Te u 1 emuche 1 e 1  me r u u 1 
they began make� 

bui ld 
They began to bui ld the 

e r  a b 1 a i  e r  a e 1 i i .  
house yesterday 

house yes terday . 

( 9 )  a .  Ke m 1 a me 1 a sem e r  a sas i m i ? 6 
you have try out sashimi 
Have you tried out/tasted the sashimi ? 

b .  Ak m i 1 1 asem e 1  me nga e r  a ng i ke 1 . 
I tried eat fish 
I tried to eat the fish .  

PAL has a small class of transi tive s tate verbs 7 that can b e  identi fied 
by the fol lowing two features : fi rst,  like all other transi tive verbs , they can 
take ob j ec ts ;  and , second , like all other s tate verbs , they have past tense 
forms derived with the auxili ary m 1 e  was� were . Two transitive state verbs 
meduch know how ( to) � be ski l led at and me t i t u r  be ignorant of� not know how 
( to) � not be capab le of - can be fol lowed by concrete ob j ects as wel l  as ob ject 
complemen ts . Thus , the examples below parallel those of 8 and 9 above : 

( 1 0 )  a .  A k  m 1 e  meduch e r  a och u r . 
I was ski l led at math 
I used to be good at math . 

b .  A D roteo a m 1 e  meduch e 1  me 1 eko i a teko i e r  a S i ab a 1 . 
was ski l led at speak Japanese 

Droteo used to be good at speaking Japanese . 
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( 1 1)  a .  Ak me t i t u r  e r  a mes i l  e r  a s i dos i a .  
I am ignorant of motor of car 
I don ' t  know any thing about (fixing) car motors . 

b .  A John a me t i t u r  e l  meng i ka i . 
is ignoran t of swim 

John doesn ' t  know how to swim. 

In all of the examples given so far , the unexpressed subj ect of the object 
complement is understood to be identical to that of the preceding higher verb . 
There are some cases , however ,  in which the unexpressed sub ject of the ob ject 
complement i s  understood differently , as in the sentence below : 

( 1 2 )  A Tok i a m l a  menge tak l e r  a S a t s ko e l  mo e r  a b u l  i s .  
has persuaded go to police 

Toki has persuaded Satsko to go to the police . 

Here , the higher subj ect ( Tok i )  influenced some other person ( S a t s ko) to do a 
particular action ( i . e .  go to the police) . In other words , the action of 
going to the police was carried out by the person persuaded ( S a t s ko) rather 
than by the person doing the persuading ( Tok i ) . Therefore , the unexpressed 
sub ject of the object complement e l  mo e r  a b u l i s  ( to) go to the po lice cannot 
be identical to Tok i , the subject of ml a menge t a k l  has persuaded, but rather 
mus t  be identical to S a t s ko ,  the noun immediately following m l a mengeta k l . I n  
12 , then , the verbal express ion mla  menge tak l appears to b e  followed b y  a suc­
cession of two objects , the firs t a noun identifying the person influenced or 
affected by the persuasion and the second an object complement describing the 
action pursued as a result of the persuasion . This two-object s tructure , in 
which the first object may be termed ' indirect ' and the second ' d irect ' ,  is 
i llustrated in 1 3 ,  the deep s tructure of 12 : 

( 1 3 )  � 
TI i :r: /� 

v I 
mengetak l 

NP NP I I 
S a t s ko .---1-----

Ni Aux VP 
S a t s ko pJes � 

(=�) V � I P NIP 
mo e 1r b u l i s  

In the derivation of 12 from 13 , the identi cal sub j ect. S a t s ko of the ob ject 
complemen t is deleted under identity with the indirect obj ect S a t s ko of the main 
clause , and the complementiser e l  is inserted in complement-initial position . 

The two-object s tructure des cribed above is typical of other PAL verbs 
such as o l engeseu he lp, o l i sechak l teach, and o l d u rech te l l, ask .  Observe the 
examples below :  
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( 14 )  a .  A k  u 1 1 engeseu 
I he lped 
I he lped Toki 

e r  a Tok i  e l  me r u u l  a s ube l e l . 
do her homework 

do her homework . 

b .  Ak ng i l s u te r i r 8 a re seche l i k e l  menge tmok l e r  a b l a i . 
I he lped them my friends clean house 
I he lped my friends clean the house . 

c .  A rubak a u l l i secha k l er  a D roteo e l  me l asech a m l a i . 
old man taught carve canoe 

The o ld man taught Droteo how to carve canoes . 

d .  A sense i a u l de rchak9 e l  mo e r  a Guam . 
teacher told me go to 
The teacher told me to go to Guam. 

3 .  CHARACTER IST ICS OF SUBJECT COMPLEMENTS 

Any adequate description of PAL syntax must recognise a process of subject 
extraposing, as illus trated in the pairs of sentences b elow :  

( 1 5 )  a .  A seche l i k  a m l a  me i . 
my friend has come 

b .  Ng m l a  me a seche l i k .  
he has come my friend 

( 16 )  a .  A b i ang  a meke l e ko l t .  
beer co ld 

b .  Ng meke l eko l t a b i a ng . 
it co ld beer 

MY friend has come . 

The beer is co ld. 

To PAL speakers , the ( a) and (b) -sentences in 1 5 - 16 are equally natural and 
acceptable . While the ( a) -sentences show the normal word order subject - predi­
cate , in the (b) -sentences the sub jects ( seche l i k  my friend and b i an g  beer) 
have been shi fted , or extraposed , to the right of the predicates (m l a me i has 
come and meke l eko l t is cold) . Thus , the (b) -sentences are derived from the 
( a) -sen tences by a process of sub ject extraposing , which leaves in subject 
position a pronominal trace of the extraposed sub ject . Since the extraposed 
subjects of 1 5 -16 are third person singular nouns , the third person singular 
non-emphatic pronoun ng  he� she� it remains as a trace . I f ,  however ,  the extra­
posed sub ject is third person (human) plural , the pronominal trace mus t be te 
they , the corresponding third person (human) plural non-emphatic pronoun . With 
1 5  above , contrast the following pair : 

( 17 )  a .  A res eche 1 i k a m l a  me i .  
my friends have come 

MY friends have come . 
b .  Te m l a  me a reseche 1 i k .  

they have come my friends 

The only di fference between 15 and 1 7  is that the subjects are singular 
( seche l i k  my friend) and plural ( reseche l i k 1 0 my friends ) ,  respectively ; in the 
former case the pronominal trace is ng , while in the latter i t  is te o 

PAL has a spe cial group of ob ligatorily possessed nouns 1 1 whi ch ,  among 
other things , re fer to such concepts as l iking or disliking, as illustrated in 
the examples below : 



( 18 )  a .  Ng 

b .  Ng 

( 19 )  a .  Ng 

b .  Ng 

soak a b i ang  
my liking, beer 
what I like 

so r i r a b uuch . 
their liking, bete l 
what they like nut 

che t i k a m i  1 k .  
rmJ dis liking, 
what I dis like 

che t i 1 a dekoo l . 
his dis liking, ciga-
what he dis likes rette 
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I like beer. II 'd like some beer. 

They like bete l nut. IThey 'd like 
some bete l nut. 

I dis like mi lk. II don ' t  want 
any milk.  

He dis likes cigarettes . IHe doesn ' t  
want any cigarettes . 

Although the Eng . equivalents for the above examples include verbs (l ike , dis­
l ike) , the PAL sentences do not contain any verbs at all but ins tead have 
obligatorily possessed noun s such as soak my liking, what I like and che t i l his 
dis liking, what he dis likes followed by concre te nouns such as b i ang beer and 
de koo l cigare tte . Therefore , these sentences appear to mean , literally , MY 
liking is beer, His dis liking is cigarettes, and so on . 

What is s triking about all of the sentences in 18-19 i s  the appearance of 
ng in initial ( subj ect) position . The only plausib le explanation for this ng 
i s  that i t  has arisen as a pronominal trace of an extraposed sub ject . Thus , we 
propose that a sentence like 18a is derived from the following source by a 
process o f  extraposi tion : 

( 20 )  A b i ang  a soak . Beer is what I like . 

Example 20 is a copular sentence in which two noun phrases ( b i a ng beer and soak 
my liking, what I like ) are being equated . The s tructure of 20 is the same as 
that of copul ar sentences such as the following : 1 2 

( 2 1 )  A D roteo a sense i e r  a ochu r .  
teacher of math 

Droteo is a math teacher. 

Interes tingly enough , copular sentences like 20 are not used very frequently 
by speakers of PAL . Such a sentence would be uttered only for the purpose of 
imparting a special emphatic connotation - i . e .  20 implies that it is beer and 
only beer ( out of a choice of various possible beverages)  that the speaker has 
corne to like . Under normal circumstances ,  a copular sentence like 20 - namely , 
one containing as i ts second element a form of the ob ligatorily possessed nouns 
soa l or che t i l  - must undergo the process of sub ject extraposing to yield sen­
tences like 18-19 . In other words , while sub j ect extraposing is optional with 
sen tence types such as those of 15-16 ( in which both the ( a) and (b) -alternatives 
are equally acceptable) , this process is nearly obl i ga tory with copular sen tences 
containing soa l and c he t i l  . 1 3  

Now , with 18a and 19a compare the following sentences : 

( 2 2 )  a .  N g  soak 
my liking, 
what I wan t 

I wan t to drink 

e l  me l i m  a b i a ng 
drink beer 

some beer. 
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b .  Ng chet i k  e l  me l i m a m i l k . 
my dis Ziking� drink 
what I don ' t  want 

I don ' t  want to drink any mi Zk .  

Whereas the sentence-final elements i n  18a and 19a are extraposed subject noun 
phrases ( b i ang and m i l k ) , in 2 2 a-b the sentence-final elements e l  me l i m a b i a ng 
and e l  me l i m a m i l k  are reduced clauses containing a finite verb ( me l i m  drink )  
but n o  overtly expressed sub ject . Although the subject of these clauses is not 
expressed , i t  is nevertheless understood to be identical to the pronominal pos­
sessor ' my '  designated by the suffix ( -ak  or - i k ) on the preceding obligatorily 
possessed noun ( soak or chet i k ) . 

The abovementioned phenomena can be accounted for i f  we assume that sentences 
l ike 22a-b have as their sub jects not simple noun phrases , but entire sentences 
representing activities performed by a specific agen t .  Thus , while 18a is 
derived by sub ject extraposing from a relatively simple copular s tructure of 
the form 

( 2 3 )  s � I� 
NP Aux NP 
I I I I Pres 

b i an g ( =� )  soak 

a sentence like 22a has i ts source in the following more complex s tructure : 

( 24 )  _____________ s � 
NP Aux NP J Pres I ----I � T p

Alx

s / �  
soa k 

ak (=�) v NP 
I 

me l i m  b .  I l ang  

Although 24 is  a copular sentence like 2 3 , i t s  sub ject has the s tructure of an 
entire sentence - i . e .  the sub j ect NP of 24 dominates a subject complemen t .  
Jus t as in the case o f  ob ject complements , the s tructure o f  the subject comple­
ment in 24 is restricted in two significant ways : firs t ,  the embedded sub j ect 
( a k  I) cannot be freely chosen but must correspond to the pronominal possessor 
of the obligatorily possessed noun soak in the matrix sentence ; 1 4 and , second , 
the verb of the sub ject complement must be in the present tense . 

In deriving 22a from 24 , the sub ject complement is obligatorily extraposed , 
leaving the pronominal trace ng . 1 S Thus , the following intermediate s tructure 
results : 



( 25 )  

COMPLEMENTATION IN PALAUAN 1 3 3  

---------------�'� NP Aux NP S I I I �  
ng Pres soa k NP Aux VP 

( =� ) I I /� 
ak  Pres v NP 

(=� ) I I 
me l i m  b i Cing 

Then , the subjec t  ak I of the extraposed subject complement is deleted under 
identity with the possessor suffix -ak of soa k and the complementiser e l  is 
inserted at the beginning of the complement .  

From the above discussion we can see that PAL subject complements and obj ec t  
complements are res tricted in identical ways and must undergo iden tical trans­
formations such as Equi-NP deletion and complementiser insertion . Furthermore ,  
i t  i s  clear that subj ect extraposing i s  obligatory in copular sentences with 
soak and chet i k ,  etc . regardless o f  whether the deep structure sub j ect is a 
simple noun phrase ( as in 18-19 ) or a fully specified embedded sentence - i . e .  
a sub j ect complement (as in 2 2) .  I t  should be noted in passing that deep s truc­
tures like 23 semantically represent ei ther general statemen ts or statements 
about someone ' s  desire ( or lack of desire) on a speci fic occasion , whi le deep 
s tructures l ike 2 4  can only represent specific occasions . Because 19a , repeated 
here for convenience , 

( 19a)  Ng chet i k  a m i l k .  
my dis liking� 
what I dis like 

I dis like mi lk . /I don ' t  want any 
mi lk . 

is derived from a structure like 2 3 ,  chet i k  refers either to a general , habi tual 
distaste ( c het i k  = I dis like [ on all occasions ])  or to a lack of desire on a 
specific occasion ( che t i k  = I don ' t  want [ on this particular occasion ]) . By 
contrast ,  22b 

( 2 2b)  N g  che t i k  e l  me l i m a m i  l k . I don ' t  want to drink any mi lk. 

can only constitute a refusal on a specific occasion . 1 6  

As we have seen above , the obligatorily possessed nouns soa l his/her liking 
and che t i l  his/her dis liking can have either simple noun phrases or sentential 
complements as their deep s tructure sub j ects . As opposed to soa l and chet i l ,  
the frequently-occurring obligatorily possessed nouns sebeche l his/her abi lity 
and k i re l  his/her ob ligation can only take sub ject complements in deep s tructure . 
For this reason , sebeche l and k i re l  are always fol lowed in the surface structure 
by extraposed sub j ect complements , as illustrated in the examples below : 

( 2 6 )  a .  N g  sebechek e l  eko e r a b l i m  e r  a k l ukuk . 
my abi lity come, go your house tomorrow 

I can come to your house tomorrow. 

b .  A D ro teo a sebeche l e l  me l e ko i a teko i e r  a S i aba l . 
his abi li ty speak Japanese 

Droteo can speak Japanese . 
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c .  N g  k i rem e l  meng u i u  t i a  
yOUI' ob ligation read this 

You must read this book . 

d .  A Tok i a k i re 1 e l  mes uub 
her ob ligation study 

Toki has to study now. 

3 . 1 .  Further exampl es of subject compl ements 

e l hong . 
book 

e r  a e l echang . 
now 

Examination of negative sentences in PAL reveals that the negative state 
verb d i ak isn ' t� doesn ' t  exist (past :  d i m l ak )  is a higher verb that can take 
ei ther simple noun phrases or sentential complements as sub jects . Note first the 
following negative expressions of existence : 

( 2 7 )  a .  N g  d i a k  a m l  i k .  I don ' t  have a car. 
isn ' t  my car 

b .  Ng d i m l a k a udude l a Tok i . Toki didn ' t  have any money . 
wasn ' t  her money 

c .  Ng d i a k a chad er t i an g .  There isn ' t  anyone here . 
isn ' t  person here 

In each cas e ,  the logical sub ject of d i ak appears in sentence-final pos ition and 
d i a k i tself is preceded by the pronominal sub ject ng i t .  Clearly , 2 7a-c have 
been derived by the now-fam�liar process of sub ject extraposing , which leaves a 
pronominal trace in the original sub j ect pos ition . Thus , 2 7a has a deep s truc­
ture like the following , 

( 2 8) 

NP Aux VP 

I I I 
m l  i k  Pres d i a k 

(=S!1l 

where the extraposed subject of 2 7a ( m l  i k  my car) i s  indeed the underlying sub­
ject of the higher ( matrix) negative verb . As in the case of deep s tructures 
containing the ob ligatorily possessed nouns soa l his liking and che t i l  his dis­
liking as predicates ( cf .  1 8-19 above ) , deep s tructures with the negative verb 
d i ak as predicate mus t  apparently undergo subjec t  extraposing obligatori ly . 
Therefore , 2 8  must be processed or else the ungrammatical sentence 29 will 
result :  

( 2 9 )  * A  m l  i k  a d i a k .  I don ' t  have a car . 

Now , i f  the underlying sub ject of d i ak is a whole proposition rather than 
a s imple noun phrase ,  we have deep s tructures l ike the following ,  in which the 
proposition in question appears as a sub ject complement :  



( 30 )  

NP 
I 

s 
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Aux VP 
I I 

� Pres 
(=0) 

d i ak 

NP Aux 
I I 

ng  Pres 
(=0 )  

VP � 
V NP I I 

mengu i u  
read 

hong 
book 

Before the sub ject complement of 30 is obligatorily extraposed , i ts sub ject and 
verb mus t  be changed into a hypothetical verb form under the influence of the 
governing higher verb d i ak .  I n  PAL , the hypothetical mood i s  required when a 
particular proposition is unrealised - i . e .  when i t  is denied ,  supposed , 
assumed , imagined , wished for , etc . Because a context of denial is supplied by 
d i ak ,  the sequence of embedded sub ject ng he and ( non-hypothetical ) verb meng u i u  
read mus t  be replaced by the hypotheti cal verb form 1 0ngu i u ,  which consists of 
a prefixed hypothe tical pronoun 1 0- he and the s tem of the verb mengu i u . 1 7 Thus , 
30 is transformed into 

( 3 1 )  s 

NP Aux VP 
I I I 

� Pres 
( =0)  

d i ak  

1 0ngu i u  a hong 

Finally , sub j ect extraposing applies obligatorily to 31 to yield 

( 32 )  Ng  d i ak (e 1 ) 1 0ngu i u  a hong . He 's not reading the books . 

I n  example 3 2 , sentence-ini tial ng is , of course ,  a pronominal trace of the 
extraposed sen tential sub ject .  The complementiser e l has been parenthesised 
because it i s  not altogether clear whether or not it really occurs in the sur­
face s tructure of sentences like 3 2 .  Although all of the complement s tructures 
so far examined are clearly introduced by e l  in the surface s tructure , the 
phonological evidence for e l in 32 is rather unconvincing . Thus , all we hear 
between d i ak and 1 0ngu i u  of 32 is a weak s chwa ( [ a ]) transition . Moreover ,  in 
cases l ike the following , 

( 33 )  a .  N g  d i ak (e 1 ) kseche r .  I 'm not sick . 
isn ' t  I-sick 

b .  N g  d i ak (e  1 )  chobong . You 're not going . 
isn ' t  you-go 
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there is  no sound at all between the k of d i ak and the initial k or ch ( glottal 
s top) of the immediately fol lowing hypothetical verb form . For purposes of 
maintaining the generalisation that all sub ject and ob ject complements are intro­
duced by e l  in the surface s tructure , it would obvious ly be preferable to claim 
that e l  also exi sts in sentences like 32 and 3 3a-b . But this claim would have 
to be made at the expense of rather ad hoc phonological rules that would either 
reduce e l  to schwa or delete it entirely . This question cannot be solved def­
initely at the present time and must be left open to further research . I S  

NOW , suppose that the sub j ect complement of a deep s tructure like 30 con­
tains a specific third person sub ject rather than a pronoun such as ng he ; in 
o ther words , consider the deep structure 

( 34 )  s 

----------,---------
NP Aux VP 
1 1 1 
S Pres d i ak ----- 1 ---------

NP Aux VP 
( =13 ) 

sech
1
e I i k prls / � 

my friend ( =13 ) V NP 
1 1 

mengu i u  
read 

hong 
book 

Once the sub j ect complement has been changed to the hypothetical mood , i t  is 
extraposed to yield a structure of the form 

( 35 )  ng  d i ak (e l )  [ seche l i k  l ongu i u  hong Js 
The s tructure 3 5  represents an intermediate s tructure that must be further 
changed by applying either of two transformational rules . These rules operate 
to meet an apparent constraint that prevents a specific third person sub ject 
( e . g .  seche l i k  my friend of 35) from remaining in the initial position of an 
extraposed subject complemen t .  Thus , a rule o f  sub ject extraposing mus t  apply 
wi thin the extraposed complement of 35 to give 

( 36 )  Ng d i a k  (e l )  l ongu i u  a hong a seche l i k . 
MY friend isn ' t  reading the books . 

Alternatively , a sub ject-rais ing rule must move the embedded sub ject seche l i k  
back to sentence-initial posi tion , where i t  substitutes for the pronominal trace 
ng . Appli cation of subject-raising to 3 5  yields the following sentence : 

( 3 7 )  A seche l i k  a d i a k (e l )  l ongu i u  a hong . 
MY friend isn ' t  reading the books . 

Some further examples parallel to 36-7 are listed below : 

( 3 8) a .  Ng d i a k  ( e l ) l o i  I i I e r  a se r s  a renga l ek .  
aren ' t  p lay in garden chi ldren 

The chi ldren aren ' t  p laying in the garden . 



( 39 )  
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b .  A renga l ek a d i ak (e l ) l o i l i l  e r  a sers . 
The chi ldren aren ' t  playing in the garden. 

a. Ng d i ak (e I )  l ek l ou a m l  i d .  
isn ' t  big our car 

Our car isn ' t  (that) big . .  

b .  A m l  i d a d i ak (e 1 )  l ek l o u .  
Our car isn ' t  ( that) big. 

4 .  CHARACTER ISTICS O F  ADVERB IAL COMPLEMENTS 

In the sections above , we have surveyed PAL sub ject and ob ject complements , 
both of which are introduceq as embedded sentences under the NP ( noun phrase )  
node . A third maj or complement type to b e  discussed in this section does not 
involve embedding under NP but appears to be adverbial in nature . Observe , for 
example , the clauses introduced by e l  in the following sentences : 

( 40 )  a .  A D ro teo a 

Droteo was 

b .  A D ro teo a 

Droteo was 

u l eba a o l uches e l  me l uches a bab i e r .  
was using penci l write letter 
using a penci l to write the letter. 

m i l l uches a bab i e r  e l  oba a o l uches . 
was writing have, ho ld penci l 
writing the letter with ( U t .  holding) a penci l .  

I n  40a-b , the clauses introduced by e l  modify or speci fy the preceding main 
clause by designating , respectively , the purpose of the activity of the ma in 
clause o r  the instrument with which that activity was carried out . Just as in 
the case o f  the subj ect and obj ect complements discussed in 2 . - 3 . 1 .  above , the 
sequences introduced by e l  in 40a-b have no overtly expressed subj ect and contain 
verbs in the present tense form even though the event designated by the whol e  
s entence took place i n  the past . Furthermore , the e l -clauses are interpreted 
as having sub j ects which are coreferential with the subj ects of the preceding 
claus e .  For these reasons , it is clear that the purpose and instrumen t cla uses 
of 40a-b should be analysed in deep structure as ful ly specified sentential 
s tructures embedded under an adverbial node . Thus , the deep structure of 40a 
contains an adverbi al compl ement : 

( 41 )  

VP � 
V NP 

I I 
oba o l uches 

Droteo 

Adv 
I 

Pres V 

I 
me l uches bab i e r  

I n  deriving 40a from 4 1 ,  the fami liar rule o f  Equi-NP De le tion must apply to the 
( obligatorily) identical embedded sentence sub ject ( D ro teo) , and the comple­
men tiser e l  mus t be introduced in complement-initial position . 
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Additional examples of adverbial complements are given in the sentences 
below ; in 4 2 , the complements are purpose clauses , while in 43 they are ins tru­
ment clauses : 

( 4 2 )  a .  A k  ousbech a 
I need 
I need money 

udoud e l  rna mecha r a ba i l .  
money go buy clothes 
to (go) buy clothes . 

b .  Ke ok i u  ker e l  rna e r  a kede rang? 
you traverse where go to beach 
What route do you take (in order) to get to the beach? 

c .  Ng nga r e r  n g i  i a b i  l em e l  rna e r  a pa rty?  
there are your clothes go to 

Do you have clothes to go to the party with ? 

d .  A O roteo a me er  a b l i k  e l  me mesuub . 1 9 
come to my house come s tudy 

Dro teo is coming over to my house to s tudy . 

( 4 3 )  a .  Ak m i l kod i r  a ng i ke l  e l  oba a b i skang . 
I ki l led fish have3 ho ld spear 
I ki l led the fish wi th a spear. 

b .  A rechad e r  a S i aba l a omengu r  e l  o l ab2 0 
Japanese (people) eat have3 ho ld 

The Japanese eat wi th chopsticks . 

a has i . 
chopsticks 

4 . 1 .  Furth er exampl es o f  adverb i al comp l ements 

In addition to designating purpos e  and ins trument , PAL adverbial complements 
have numerous other functions , all of which involve modification or specification 
of the event des cribed in the preceding main clause . The major additional 
types , together with any unique characteristics , are summarised below . 

Any adverbial complement that speci fies the conveyance used to move from 
one location to another is cal led a means of transporta tion clause . Adverbial 
complements with this function always contain the existential verb ngar  exist3 
be ( located) followed by a l oeational phrase consisting of the relational word 
( or preposition) e r  in and a noun phrase designating any kind of conveyance -
e .g .  car , train , boat , etc .  The sen tences below contain typical means of trans­
portation clauses : 

( 44 )  a .  Ak m l o e r  a S i ab a l  e l  nga r e r  a skok i . 

b .  

I went to Japan exist in plane 
I went to Japan by plane . 

A O roteo a b l echoe l e l  mo e r  a sku u l  
a lways go to schoo l 

Droteo always goes to schoo l by car. 

e I nga r e r a s i dos i a . 
exist in car 

c .  A Masaha ru a m l o e r  a Me r i ke l  e l  nga r e r  a d i a l l .  
went to America exist in ship 

Masaharu wen t to America by ship . 
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Any adverbial complement which identifies the person with whom s ome action 
is pursued is termed a comi tative clause . PAL comitative clauses always contain 
the special word obengke l aooompany� be together with. This word , which may be 
related to the verb oba have� hold� carry , is unique in PAL in that it has the 
characteristics of both a verb and a noun . Thus , just like any verb prefixed 
with the verb marker 0_ , 2 1  obengke l has a past tense form in u l e- ( i . e .  u l e­
bengke l accompanied� was together with) i furthermore , its distribution resembles 
that of verbs , since i·t directly follows the sen tence sub ject , as in the examples 
below : 

( 4 5 )  a .  Ak u l ebengke l a To k i e r a e l i i .  

b .  

I aocompanied-her yes terday 
I was with Toki yes terday . 

Ak u l ebengkte r i r a reseche I i k 
my friends 
yesterday . 

I accompanied-them 
I was with my friends 

e r  a e l i i . 
yes terday 

The noun-like behaviour of obengke l sho�ld also be clear from 4 5a-b . In these 
sentences , obengke l  behaves like an obliga tori l y  possessed noun in that it mus t  
always take a possessor suffix that agrees in person and number with the indi­
vidual accompanying the subject in pursuit of the activity concerned . For thi s  
reason , the possessor suffix -e l of u l ebengke l i n  4 5 a  agrees with the third 
person singular noun Tok i , while the possessor suffix - te r i r of u l ebengkte r i r 
in 45b agrees with the third person human plural noun reseche l i k  my friends . 

NOW , in the sentences below , the special word obengke l occurs in adverbial 
complements functioning as comitative clauses : 

( 46 )  a .  Ak m l o e r  a kede ra e l  obengke l a D ro teo . 
I went to beaoh accompany-him 
I went to the beaoh with Droteo . 

b .  Ng  sebechem e l  mo e l  obengkek7 
your abi lity go aocompany-me 

Can you go wi th me ? 

c .  Ak m i  I i I i I e l  obengkte r i  r a reseche l i k .  
I was playing accompany- them my friends 
I was p laying with my friends . 

d .  N g  soak e l  mo mengedub e l  obengkem.  
my desire go swim accompany-you 

I want to go swimming with you. 

Because purpose , instrumen t ,  means of transporta tion , and comi tati ve 
clauses have the common function of specifying , qualifying , or giving further 
information about the action or event of the main clause , they could all be 
described by means of a convenien t  cover term such as speci fying clause . While 
particular functional labels like purpose clause , ins trument clause , etc . are 
not as readily availab le for the adverbial complements found in the sentences 
below , it is nevertheless clear that they all represent types of specifying 
clauses : 

( 4 7 )  a .  A D ro teo a u l u reo r e l  menges b reber a b l a i . 
was working paint house 

Droteo was working/used to work painting houses . 
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b .  A seche l i k  a m l a e r  a d i a l l e l  me e r  a Be l a u .  
my friend was in ship come to Palau 

( li t . ) MY friend was in a ship coming to Palau. = 

My friend came to Palau by ship . 

c .  A Tok i a u l ebengke l a D ro teo e l  mo e r  a pa r ty . 
accompanied-him go to 

( lit . ) Toki accompanied Droteo going to the party . 
Toki went to the party with Droteo . 

d .  A Tok i a m l e  dengchok l  e l  kmeed e r  a D ro teo . 
was seated near to 

Toki was seated near �oteo . 

( 48)  a .  Ak m i r rae l e l  mo e r  a Be l au .  
I trave l led go to Palau 
I trave l led to Palau .  

b .  A Tok i a r i r u r t  e l  me e r  a b l  i k .  

c .  

ran come to my house 
Toki ran to my house . 

A katuu  a r i redekek l  
cat jwrrped 

e r  a kerreka r .  
into tree 

e r  
from 

a chedeue l a b l i k  
i ts roof my house 

e l  mo 
go 

The cat jwrrped from the roof of my house into the tree . 

d .  A D roteo a ng i l a i  a i l ume l  e l  me e r  a pa r ty . 
brought drink come to 

Droteo brought the drinks to the party . 

e .  Ak nguu a bech i k  e l  mo e r  a oche rao l . 
I take my wife go to money-raising party 
I 'm taking my wife to the money-raising party . 

f .  Ng  soak e l  o l d u rok l  e r  a nge l e kek e l  mo e r  a Me r i ke l . 
my desire send my chi ld go to America 

I want to send my chi ld to America. 

g .  A sense i a u l d u ruk l  i i  a dempo e l  mo e r  a Sa i ba l . 
teacher sent te legram go to Saipan 

The teacher sent the te legram to Saipan. 

( 49 )  a .  A D roteo a l mu u t  e l  mo e r  a Be l au e r  a k l uku k .  
return go to Palau tomorrow 

Droteo is going back to Palau tomorrow. 

b .  A John a l i l uu t  e l  me e r  a Hawa i i e r  a e l i i .  
returned come to yes terday 

John came back to Hawaii yesterday . 

c .  Ak I i l u u t  e l  mengu i u  e r  a hong . 
I returned read book 
I reread the book . 
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( 50 )  a .  A Tok i me a D roteo a dmak e l  mes uub e r  a l i b ra ry .  
and together study in 

Toki and Droteo are s tudying at the library . 

b .  A reseche l i k  a d i l ak e l  meng i i s  e r  a k l  i ok l . 
my friends were together dig ho le 

My friends were digging the hole together. 

( 5 1 ) a .  A Tok i a m l a e r  a Me r i ke l  e l  ta e l  rak .  
was in America one year 

Toki was in America for one year. 

b .  Ak m i l suub e r  a S i ab a l  e l  e ru  e l  b u i l . 
s tudied in Japan two month 

I s tudied in Japan for two months . 

( 5 2 ) a .  Ak mo k i e  e r  t i a  e l  mo (e r a )  sabadong .  
I go live here go to Saturday 
I ' l l  be ( living) here unti l Saturday . 

b .  Kau a che r reuek e l  mo e r a koda l l .  
you my enemy go to death 
You 're my enemy until death . 

( 5 3 )  a .  Ak ng i l e l m i i a b i ang e l  rok i r .  
I drank up beer all  
I drank up the who le bottle of beer. 

b .  Ke m l a chemu i u  a hong er kau e l  roku i ?  
you have read book of you all  
Have you read all  your books ? 

( 5 4 )  a .  A D roteo a m i l e ng i tak l  e l  ( m l e )  k l ou a nge re l . 
was singing was big his voice 

Droteo was singing loudly . 

b .  A Tok i a u l u reo r e l  kma l ( m l e )  me r i nge l . 
was working very lvas hard 

Toki was working very hard. 

In 4 7 a ,  the speci fying clause e l  menges b reber  a b l a i  painting houses 
narrows down or limits the s cope of the activi ty of working expre ssed in the 
preceding main clause ; in other words , the adverbial complement des cribes the 
parti cular kind of work involved . S imil arly , in 47b-d , the specifying clauses 
all serve to narrow down the s cope of various states des cribed in the main clause . 
Thus , in 4 7 d ,  for example , e l  kmeed e r  a D roteo (being) near Droteo provides 
specific information about where the sub j ect ( Tok i )  was seated . 

The sentences in 4 8  all have main clauses containing an intransitive verb 
of movement ( e . g .  me rae l trave l3 walk3 remu r t  run3 etc . )  or a transitive verb 
of conveyance ( e . g .  nguu  bring3 carry 3 o l d u rok l  send3 etc . ) . The accompanying 
adverbial complement contains a direc tional verb ( i . e .  me come3 mo g03 or eko 
go ( to the hearer 's location» that narrows down the s cope of the action desig­
nated by the preceding main clause by indicating the direction of movemen t .  In 
a sentence like 48c , the source of the movement is indic ated as wel l , in this 
case by the source phrase e r  a chedeue l a b l i k  from the roof of my house . 
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In 49 and 50 , main clauses containing forms of the verbs l mu u t  return, do 
again and dmak be together are fol lowed by speci fying clauses indicating , 
respectively , the ac tion that is repeated or the activi ty that is pursued j ointly 
by the persons des ignated as sub j ects of the sentence . As examples like 50 a-b 
show , the subject of dmak be together must always be plural ( e . g .  Tok i me a 
D ro teo Toki and Droteo of 50a or reseche l i k  my friends ( = plural prefix re - + 
seche l i k ) of SOb ) . 

Finally , as the groups o f  sentences in 5 1 -4 i l lustrate , spe ci fying clauses 
can function to denote a period or duration of time ( 5 1 ) , a time limit ( 5 2 ) , a 
quantity or amount ( 5 3 ) , or the manner in which an activity is pursued ( 54 ) . 
Many further subtypes exi s t ,  each with i ts own special characteri s tics , but 
unfortunately further discussion is beyond th e s cope of the present paper . 2 2  

5 .  EARL I ER STUD I ES ON PAL COMPLEMENTATION 

Wal leser ( 19 1 1 )  presents very li ttle on the syntactic s truc ture of PAL com­
plex sentences . Thus , he gives only brief recognition ( 1 3 3 - 4 )  to the function 
of e l , which he explains as j oining adje ctives , adverbs , or clauses to (pre­
ceding or fo l lowing) nouns or verbs . He provides just a few examples involving 
complementation , citing sentences containing spe ci fying clauses of manner 
( cf .  54 above ) . 

Many more types of complement s tructures are recognised by Cape l l  ( 19 5 0 ) . 
Referring to the ' ligative article ' e l  as an element that ' serves to link 
together words and phrases to make them practi cal ly one uni t '  ( 5-6 ) , Capel l  
presents ( 2 4ff . )  a wide range o f  examples illustrating adverbial complements o f  
the spe ci fying varie ty - e . g .  

( 5 5 )  a .  Ng i i  a meng i t ak l  e l  ung i l .  ( = specifying clause of manner -
cf . 5 4 )  he sing good 

He sings we l l .  

b .  Ak  l i l uu t  e l  me i .  
I returned come 

( =  specifying c lause fol lowing 
1 muu t  - cf . 49 ) 

I re turned/came back . 

c .  Ak k i e  e r  t i a  e l  mo e r  a k l ukuk . 
I stay here go tomorrow 
I ' l l  stay here unti l tomorrow. 

( = specifying clause of time 
limi t - cf . 52 ) 

In addition , Cape l l  specifical ly mentions ( 3 2 )  the use of e l  clauses to 
expres s  purpose , giving examples such as the fol lowing : 

( 56 )  a .  Ng  m l e  
h e  came 

e l  ome s e r  ngak . 
see me 

He came to see me . 

b .  Ak ousbech e r  a besebes e l  me l eche t a keke re e l  k l a l o .  
I use string tie small  thing 
I 'm using s tring to tie up the small  things . 

Final ly , Cape l l  presents examples of ob j ect clauses ( following transitive verbs 
such as meduch know how (to ) ,  be ski l led at and me t i t u r  be ignorant of, not 
know how ( to ) , not be capab le of - cf . 10-11  above ) and extraposed sub j e ct 
clauses ( as soci ated with such ob ligatorily pos sessed nouns as soak my liking, 
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what I like and sebe chek my abi li ty - cf . 2 2 a  and 26a-b ) • 

Carlson ( 1967) , intended for Peace Corps use ,  includes many examples and 
practice dri l l s  on PAL complement s tructures . Broad coverage is given to extra­
posed subject complements ( 3 . 2-4 . ,  4 . 3 . ,  and 4 . 5 . ) , purpose clauses ( 9 . 5 . ) , and 
comitative clauses ( 8 . ) . Interes ting supplementary discuss ions are provided 
on topics such as the various pronunci ations of e l  - i . e .  as [ 1 ]  after words 
ending in vowel s ,  as � after words wi th final 1 ,  and as [ a l ] otherwise ( 12 . 8 . )  . 2 3 

Labelling e l  as a Ve rb i ndungsmorpheme ( ' linking morpheme ' )  Patzold ( 1968)  
gives a wide-ranging analysis 'of the many constructions that involve this 
element. Of parti cul ar relevance are Patzold ' s  discuss ions on speci fying clauses 
of manner and direction ( 87 f f . ) ,  purpose clauses ( 13 4 - 5 ) , Nom i na l sat ze ( ' nominal 
sentences ' )  containing obligatorily possessed nouns of wishing , disliking , 
abi l i ty , etc . ( i . e . sentences wi th extraposed sub j ect complements ) ( 10 2 ff) , and 
ob ject complements ( 1 3 7 ) . 

NOTES 

1 .  For di s cuss ion of the word a ,  which introduces most PAL noun phrases , and 
the word e r ,  whi ch marks ob ject noun phrases as specifi c ,  see Josephs 1978 : 2 . 6- 7 . 

2 .  For convenience of exposi tion , it wi ll be as sumed in this paper that the 
complementiser e l  is transformationally introduced .  Whether this analysis is 
corre c t ,  or whether el has a phrase s tructural orig'in and is therefore present 
in deep s tructure , will be left as an open ques tion . Note that e l  is also used 
to introduce PAL rel ative clauses and to link modifying expres sions to a fol­
lowing noun ( see Josephs 1975 : Ch aps . 2 3 -24 ) . 

3 .  The neutralis ation of tense marking noted here is found in clauses accompany­
ing various clas ses of implicational and non-implicational verbs ( see Kar ttunen 
1970 for further detai l s )  . 

4 .  In this senten ce , the ob ject complement fol lowing m l a  mo me rek contains the 
state verb bech i i l  married ( cf .  buch spouse ) .  Therefore , a literal trans lation 
of 7b would be Droteo has finished being married. 

5 .  As the Eng . equivalents for the sentences of 7 indicate , the sequence me 
merek + object compl emen t always refers to the finishing of something on a par­
ticul ar ins tance or occas ion . Thus , in 7d , for example , the speaker is asking 
someone on a particular occasion ( e . g .  before a class is to begin) whether or 
not he h as fini shed smoking . Such a question is quite different in meaning 
from the following : 

Ke m l a cho i t i  i 
you have give up� quit 
Have you qui t/given up 

a ome l amech 
(action of) smoking 

smoking cigare ttes ? 

e l  dekoo l ? 
cigaret te 
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As opposed to 7d , here the speaker is asking the person addres sed whether or not 
he has quit or stopped the habi tual action of smoking . The ob ject of m l a cho i t i i 
has quit is not a complement sentence but a noun phrase containing the deri ved 
action noun ome l amech (action of) smoking fol lowed by the modi fying express ion 
e l  dekoo l of cigare ttes . 

6 .  With concrete ob j ects , me l asem can also mean cha l lenge or check (on) , as in 
the fol lowing sentences :  

a .  Ke me l a sem e r  ngak? Are you chal lenging me ? 
you chal lenge me 

b .  Ke ml a chesem i i a m l  i m  Have you checked ( the condi tion 
you have check your car of) your car? 

7 .  For a detai led discuss ion of these verbs , see Josephs 1975 : 7 . 4 .  

8 .  The form ng i l s ute r i r is a perfect:ive verb ( s ee .Josephs 19 7 5 : Chapter 6 . )  in 
the past tense ;  the suffix - te r i r them refers to a third person human plural 
ob j ect and agrees ,  of course , with the fol lowing specific noun ob ject reseche l i k  
my friends .  I f  a specific ob ject is omitted from a sentence like l4b , we get 
the fo llowing :  

A k  ng i l s u te r i r  e l  mengetmo k l  e r  a 
I he lped them clean 
I helped them clean the house .  

b 1 a i . 
house 

Here , the first ob j ect is the pronominal suffix -ter i r  them of the perfective 
verb form ng i l s u te r i r  he lped them , and the second ob j ect is the ob j ect complement 
introduced by e l . 
9 .  The form u l de rchak is a perfective verb in the pas t tense . In this sentence , 
the first ob ject is the pronominal suffix -ak me of the perfective verb form . 
Cf . note 8 above . 

10 . The plural prefix re- ( sometimes reduced to r - )  is attached only to human 
nouns . See Josephs 1975 : 2 . 5  for a de tailed discussion . 

1 1 .  An obligatorily possessed noun is one that has no independent unsuffixed 
form but must always occur with a pronominal suffix indicating the pos sessor . 
Thus , we have forms like budek my skin� bude l his� her� its skin� etc . but no 
independent word bud skin . Cf . Josephs 197 5 : 3 . 5 .  

12 . In the present tense there is no overt expression of the verb ' be '  in 
copular sentences . In the past tens e ,  however , the s tative auxi l iary m l e  was� 
were� functions as a copula . Thus , the corresponding past form of 2 1  would 
be 

A D roteo a m l e sense i e r  a ochu r .  
was teacher of math 

Droteo was a math teacher. 

1 3 . Another class of PAL sentence s in which sub j ect extrapos ing is ob ligatory 
is represented by the large variety of idiomatic express ions composed of a 
posses sed form of the abstract noun reng heart� spirit fol lowed by an intran­
s i tive or s tative verb ( see Josephs 1975 : 17 . 4 . ) . Such express ions , i l lus trated 
below , are used to describe emotional states , feel ings , and personal ity traits : 

a .  Ng ung i l a re nguk . 
good my heart 

I 'm happy . 



COMPLEMENTATION IN PALAUAN 145 

b .  Ng  k l ou a rengu l  
big her heart 

a lok i . Toki is patient .  

c .  Ng  smecher  a re ngud . We 're homesiok . 
siok our ( incl . )  hearts 

d .  Ng ng i l a sech a reng r i r .  They got angry . 
rose up their hearts 

14 . Thus , according to th is analys is , deep s tructures of the fol lowing type are 
ill-formed because the sub j ect of the embedded complement ( D roteo) is not ident­
i cal to the possessor ( I) of the matrix sentence possessed noun soak my liking. 

a .  

D roteo 

�s� 
NP Aux NP 

r I I 
S Pres soak 

(=0 )  
Aux VP I A Pres 
(=0) V NP 

I I 
me l i m  b i ang 

Because ( a) i s  i l l- formed , any sentences derived from i t  are , of course , ungram­
mati cal : 

b .  *Ng soak e l  D roteo a me l i m  a b i ang . 
(I  want/would like Droteo to drink beer. ) 

In order to express the intended meaning , the correct PAL sentence is 

c .  N g  soak a D roteo a 1 0 1  i m  a b i ang . 
I want/would like Droteo to drink beer. 

Here , the sequence a l o l i m  a b i ang  appears to be a condi tional clause intro­
duced by a if and containing the third person singular hypothetical ( i . e .  non­
real or conditional ) verb form l o l i m  (if) he drinks ( cf .  non-hypothe tical me l i m  
drink) . Thus , sentence ( c ) , which means , literally , I would like i t  if Droteo 
drank beer , has a deep s tructure di fferent from that of ( a) . For further j us­
ti fication of th is analysi s ,  see Josephs 197 5 : 1 7 . 9 . ,  19 . 1 . ,  and 19 . 4 .  

1 5 . Note that n g  occurs as the pronominal trace for extraposed sub jects that 
fall into either of the fol lowing categories : ( i )  singular noun , human or non­
human , or ( i i )  sub j ec t  complement designating an activity , even t ,  or proposi tion . 
By contras t ,  te occurs as the pronominal trace only when the extraposed sub ject 
i s  a plural human noun . 

16 . For further analysis of constructions which contrast with respect to the 
semantic opposition general sta temen t vs . s tatement about a speci fi c occasion , 
see Josephs 1975 : 1 7 . 8 .  

1 7 . This description of hypothetical verb forms has been greatly oversimpli fied . 
For a more detai led discuss ion of the morphological and semantic properties of 
these forms , consult Josephs 1975 : 4 . 10 . , 4 . 10 : 1-9 . , and Chapter 19 . 
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1 8 .  An alternative analys is would involve the claim that extraposed s tructures 
following d i ak are not introduced by the complementi ser e l  (or any complementiser , 
for that matter) . Thi s  would apparently be an idiosyncratic feature of d i ak 
since it is possible to find other verbs whose extraposed sub j ect complement 
must contain a hypo the tical verb form but is nevertheless introduced by e l . 
Thus , Rob ert Gibson has pointed ou t (personal communication) the fol lowing sen­
tences involving the higher verb dersta  (happen) once in a whi le .  

a .  N g  d i  de r s ta  e l  kbo e r  a che i . 
only once in a while r go fishing 

r only go fishing once in a whi le.  

b.  Ng  de rsta  e l  l e bo l secher . 
once in a while he ge t sick 

He gets sick occasional ly .  

19 . This sentence illustrates a pattern commonly found i n  sentences containing 
purpose clauses : if the verb of the main clause is one of the three directional 
verbs me come , mo go , or eko go (to the hearer 's location) , then the fol lowing 
purpose clause must contain an express ion of the form directional verb + action 
verb in which the directional verb matches that of the preceding main clause . 
Ob serve the following examples : 

a .  

b .  

Ng k i rek  e l  eko er  a b l i m  e l  eko remuu l  
my obligation go to your house prepare 

r have to come to your house to prepare the food. 

A nga l e k  a m l o  e r  a s toa e l  mo omecha r a ka l l .  
chi ld went to store buy food 

The chi ld went to the store to buy food. 

For further details , see Josephs 1975 : 1 5 . 2 . 1 .  

a k a  1 1 .  
food 

20 . In all instrument clauses , the verb oba have, hold, carry mus t  be used in 
one o f  its ( perfective) forms . Thus , in 4 3a oba is used with a third person 
s ingular ob j e ct , while in 4 3b o l ab is required with a third person plural ( non­
human ) ob j ect . 

2 1 . For an in-depth analysis of the PAL verb marker , see Josephs 1975 : Chapter 6 .  

2 2 . The amazing variety o f  PAL specifying clauses is set forth in greater 
de tail in Josephs 1975 : Chapter 1 5 . In addi tion , direct and indi rect quotation 
are expressed by specifying clauses introduced by e l  kmo ( lit . ) being like (the 
fol lowing) or e l  ua ( i ) se ( lit . ) being like that, as in the examples below : 

a .  A O roteo a d i l u  e r  ngak e l  kmo l iNg  soak e l  eko e r  a b l i m . " .  
said to me my desire go to your house 

Droteo said to me, "r want to come to your house . ". 

b .  A O ro teo a d i l u  e r  ngak e l  kmo ng soa l  e l  me e r  a b l i k .  
Droteo to ld me that he wants to come to my hous e .  

c .  A O roteo a s i l e beda k e l  kmo a dema l a m l a mad . 
informed me his father has die 

Droteo informed me that his father died. 

d .  Ak r i renges e l  kmo a C i sco a mo e r  a B u l abe . 
heard go to Ponape 

r heard that Cisco is going to Ponape . 
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e .  Ak omdasu  e l  kmo a Tok i  a mo e r  a Guam e r  a k l ukuk . 
I think go to tomorrow 
I think that Toki is going to Guam tomorrow. 

f .  A Tok i a d i ak l oume ra e l  kmo a Sa t s ko a oum l a i . 
isn ' t  be lieve own a car 

Toki doesn 't be lieve thai. Satsko owns a car. 

For a more complete analysis o f  direct and indi rect quotation , see Josephs 
1975 : Chapter 2 l . 

2 3 . Carlson ' s  decision to spel l  e l  uni formly regardless of pronunciation has 
been adopted in the PAL orthography used in this paper and in Josephs 19 7 5 . 
This orthography owes much to the fol lowing principle set forth in Carlson 1967 : 
12 . 8 :  

Certain s tructural ,particles (e r ,  e l , a )  have been retained 
in the les son material s  even though they are not always pro­
nounced in normal speech . They are wri tten in these lessons 
to help show s tructural relations . 
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