
A SAMALAN WORDLI ST FROM SOUTH-EAST SULAWES I 

J . c .  ANCEAUX 

The wordlist  presented here was collected during a short s t ay in 

Baubau,  the capital of  the I s land of Buton , from a man living there . 
Originally he came from one of the small Samalan communi t i e s  living 
on both s ides of the narrow channel which separat e s  the is lands of 
Muna and Buton from the main i s land . Although he had c ut o ff relati on
ships with his relatives and live d  in t own under a new name ( Efendi ! ) ,  
he c laimed to have s t i ll a reasonab le knowledge of the Baj au language . 
The results prove d  that he was right . 

T H E  W O RD L I ST 

The lexical material will be given firs t ,  in the order in whi ch t he 
words came , during the two s e s s ions the writer had with the informant . 

one 

two 
three 

four 
fiv e  
8 ix 

8 even 
eight 
nine 
ten 

hundred 

thou8 and 
many 

few 

a l l  

s E ' t i  
' d u a  
' t o l u  
m p a ?  
, l i m a 
a ' n a l) 
' p i t u 
' wa l u  
' s a l) a  
s a ' p u l u  
d fl ' ? a t u s  
d fl s fl ' bu 
' pa r a  
d fl ' l) k i s i  
mE ' mo n a  

6 5 9  

enough ' g i n n a ?  

8un i I '  I a u  

moon ' b u l a l) 

8 tar k a r a ' g i n t E  

8 ky , I a l) e ?  

c loud ' am b o l) 

wind ' s a l) a i 

rain ' u r a l)  

thunder ' g u n t o r  

Lightning ' d a l a ? 

e arth ' t a n a ?  

8 tone ' ba t u  

8 and ' g u s o 

river l u ' b a l) a n  

water ' bo e ?  
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s e a  d i ' 1 aw? swe e tp o ta t o  ka ' n d o r a  

cape ' t o ro h  manioc k o n o ' ka y u  

mountain ' m b u l u ? be te Znut ' b u a ?  

night  s a !) a ' n d i a  tobacco t a ' m b a ko 

hous e ' r um i ?  ci trus ' 1 i ma u 

door b u a ' l i wa s e e d  ' b  i 9 i 

window t o ' n to !) a  corn ' d a r o !)  

s tairway ' t a !)g a  s ugarcane ' t a b u  

f Zoor ' d a s a r fence ' s a m p a ?  

roof ' d o d a  anima Z a '  1 0 1 0  

fir e  ' a p i horse ' j  a r a !)  

t o  burn ' r i kk a  waterbuffa Zo ka ' r i b a u  

smoke ' um b u  tai Z ' i f) k o  

I ' a k u  dog ' a s u  

y ou ( s g .  ) ' ka u  c a t  m e o h  

he ' d i a  crocodi Ze b u ' a y a  

w e  ( inc l .  ) ' k i t i tortoise ' mo n d o  

( e xc l . ) ' kam i tUl' t Ze ' bo ko ,  

they d i s  i ' o r e:  k u ' 1 i t a !)  

this ' i n  i snake 1 1  a 

that  ' i t  u bird m a ' ma n o ?  

here ma ' n d i t u feather ' b u l u  

there m a ' n d o r e  nea t ' s a r a h 

wha t ?  ' a  i rat ' t i ko s  

who ? ' s a i fZying fox ' ka l 0  

how many ? ' d a ' !) e: y  b a t  ' s i s  e: 1 

where ? ' ma !) g a  pig f) go ?  

in,  a t  rna duck ' be m b e  

to ke  Zori b u r ' n o r i 

from mo cockatoo k a k a ' t u a  

wood ' k a y u  spider ' bo b o  

tree ' po ? O !)  centipede b a ' l  i p a n  

branch ' e: f) a s  fZy , 1 a 1 a 

Z e af ' d a o !)  mosqui to ' s i s  e: 1 

root ' r a g A ?  b u tterfZy p e ' p e d o  

frui t ' b u a ?  Zouse ' ku t u  

fZower ' b u l) a  egg 0 ' nc i 1 0  

coconut s a ' l ok a  fis h  ' d a y a h  

sagop a Zm r u ' mb l a  e e Z  t I m b a ' l oa 

bamboo ' b o l o ? s hark ka ' reo  

banana ' p i s a h  rayfi s h  ' p a i 
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to  fZy  l u ' me a h  bone ' b a k a s  
s hrimp ' d o a h  b Zood ' 1 a h a  
head t i ' ko 1 o ?  vein ' u a ?  
hail' ' b u 1 u t i ' ko 1 o ?  sweat ' 6 0 1 0  
forehead ' 1 E n d o ?  heart ' t u b o ?  
eye  ' m a t a  Ziver ' h a t a i 
tears ' bo e ' ma t a  wound ' ba : ka 
brow ' b u l u : k i - n d E n  to eat ' I) i n t a  

che e k  ' p a p a  fu Z Z  ( afte r  e ating ) 60  

ear t a ' 1 i I) a  t o  drink ' n  i : n O I) 

nose  ' u ro h  to s e e  ' n i t a 
mucus ' s u P ° 1)  t o  cry ' n a :  I) i s  
mouth b o l a ? to h eal' ma ' ka l e  
Zip k u ' I E b E r to w a Z k  d u ' ma l a l) 

tooth ' g  i 9 i path, road ' I a I a l) 

tongue ' d e l a ?  t o  come ' t i k ka  
s a Ziva ' r u j a ?  to go ' po r e  

to s p i t  ' r u j  a ?  to swim r u ' ma l) i  

chin ' j  o l) a r  t o  give  ' mu n a l) 

face ' r u a  t o  Zie  down p a ' l ea 

neck ' k  i 1 0  to s i t  n i ' l) k o l o ? 
brain8 ' t o t o ?  t o  8 tand ' n i l)g e  
8 hou Zder ' ba ? a  dead ' m a t a y 
brea8 t ka ' r i ka t o  speak ' b a o l) 
fema Ze brea8 t ' s u s u  to 8 h o u t  ' I)o y a  
arm ' l i l) a n  t o  b Zow ' t i u ?  

e Zbow ' s  i k u  name ' a  r a l) 

hand ' t a l) a n  p er80n ma n u ' s i a  

fingernai l, ' k u k u  man, ma Ze ' I I i 1 a 
finger t a ' l a l) ke w oman ' d i n d a  

thumb i n d u ' t a l) a n  chi Zd ' a n a ?  

back ' b u k u  m o t he r  mma ?  

b e Z Zy ' b  i t  t a  father ' uw a ?  

b u t tock8 ' b u I i  b Zack ' 1 0 ? 0 1)  
foo t ,  Zeg ' n a e ?  w h i t e  ' po t e  
thigh po ' mp a :  red ' m  i r a 
knee ' t u h u ?  y e Z Zow ' k u n e h  

ank Ze t a ' 1 i ko  green ' i j 0 
hee l, i n d u ' n a e ?  b Zue ' b i r u 

8 kin ' k u I j ?  h o t  ' p a n a s  

body hail' ' b u l u  co Zd j a '  r i n i 
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dry ' t :> h :> " new b a ' b a u  
we t ' b a : s e ?  good, beautifu l- ma ' l a s o  
big ' b a s a r  bad, ug 'ly ' r a h a  
sma 'l l- d i ' d  i : k i high ' 1 a I) k a u  
'long ' t a h a  'low k i ' t i n  a 
s hort p i ' p i n d a ?  heavy ' b fl r a ?  
round ' b u n t a r tigh t r i ' r i I) a n  
o 'ld ' t u a  a n t  ' s :>mm u ?  
y o ung , fl u ra fl-esh ' i s  i 

A lthough the list  contains quite a number of words not found in those 
o f  other Samalan diale ct s , e . g . s E ' t i  ' one ' ,  ' s i s E l  'mosquito ' ,  t a ' l a l) k e  
' finger ' ,  t he s e  lexical differences cannot be as cribed t o  the influence 
of neighbouring languages . The only case of a probab le borrowing is 
' S:> I :>  ' sweat ' ,  which is found as ' s :> d :>  in the Tomia dialect of the 
language of the Tukang Bes i  I s lands . 

Another que s t ion is that of possible influence on the sound system.  
There are two feat ures which look as if  they might be  caused by foreign 
influence : the doub ling of consonants and the changes which must have 
t aken p lace in the final consonant s .  

Double cons onant s oc cur in those words which originally had f a : 
' g i n n a ?  ' enough ' ( from * g a n a p ) ,  ' t i k ka ' to come ' ( from * t a ka ) .  This 
i s  parallel t o  the doub ling of consonant s following * a  in language s 
like Makasare s e , Bugine s e ,  et c .  
influence on this Baj au dialect . 

Therefore , one might think of Buginese 
But this i s  far from cert ain , as 

there are more languages showing this feat ure and , furthermore , there 
are cas e s  of double consonants whi ch cannot be  e xp lained by a preceding 
*a and have no parallel in Buginese : mma ?  'mother ' ,  l l a ' snake ' ,  ' 1 1 i l a 

'man ' . 1 

The treatment of final cons onants also shows s ome paralle lism to 
what i s  found in Buginese . The Samalan deve lopment i s : 

s t op s  are rep laced by ? : m p a ?  ' four ' ( from *amp a t ) 
' l a l) e ?  ' s ky ' ( from * l a l) i t )  
ma ' ma n :> ?  'b ird ' ( from *ma n u k )  
' g i n n a ?  ' enoug h ' ( from * g a n a p ) ;  

q i s  rep laced by ? : ' r u m a ? ' house ' ,  ' t a n a ?  ' earth ' ,  but there are 
s ome except ions in whi ch it  was dropped like s a ' p u l u  ' te n ' ;  

I) changed into h :  ' s a r a h  'nes t ' ( from * s a r a l) ) ,  
' p i s a h  'banana ' ( from * p i s a l) ) ;  

m changed int o I) : a ' n a l)  ' s ix ' ( from * a n am ) ,  
' n i n :> 1) ' drink ' ( from * i n um ) ; 
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n changed into I) :  ' po ? ;:)!) ' tr e e ' ( from * p u h u n ) 
' u r a l) ' rain ' ( from * u Z a n ) ,  

but remained unchanged after I) V : ' 1  i l) a n  ( from * l i l)a n ) ' arm ' ,  

' t a l) a n  ' hand ' 

other consonant s remained unchanged :  ' ba s a r  ' b i g ' ,  

d a ' ? a t u s  ' hundred ' 

6 6 3  

In Bugines e  t h e  final q w a s  droppe d ,  all  nasals became I) and a l l  
other consonant s changed int o ? 

Although there is a striking paral l e lism in the two c as e s ,  t he dif
ferences are great enough t o  regard the deve lopment of sounds in 
Samalan as mainly independent . 2 

So we find lit t le reason t o  as cribe t he differences between thi s 
Samal dialect and others t o  influence from out s ide . 

N O T  E S 

1 .  There is a lways a possibi lity of thes e  having come from redup li cated 
forms , as was s ugges t e d  at the sympos i um .  

2 .  My thanks t o  H .  Kahler and R . A .  Blust for interest ing comment s .  
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