
NOTES ON THE MORPHE M I CS OF KERINCI (SUMATRA) 1 

H .  STEINHAUER and A .  HAKIM USMAN 

o .  A s  is  known from previous pub licat ions ( see  bibliography ) Kerinc i 
i s  spoken i n  the k a b u p a t en Kerinci ( province of Jamb i , Sumatra ) ,  in the 
village Tanj ung Morawa ( North-Sumatra ) and in a number of sett lement s 
in Malay s i a .  The est imated number of speakers is about 200 , 000 . The 
dialectal differences are considerable as far as the phoni c shape o f  
the words i s  concerne d .  

The dialect w e  base this des crip t i on o n  ( hereafter t o  be  referred t o  

a s  SP for short ) is  t h e  main dialect of Sungai Penuh , the capital of  
the k a b u p a t e n . It i s  spoken by approximat ely 6 000 people , who are all  
t o  a certain degree bilingual or even t ri lingual : the offi cial language 
and the only language of educat ion is Bahasa Indones i a ,  the t rade lan­
guage is Minangkabau . 

Prent i c e  and Hakim Usman have shown in ' Kerinci Sound-changes and 
Phonotact i c s ' ( see  pp . 1 21 -6 3 in this volume ) that the vocabulary of SP 
is c learly Malay , but that especially the final syl lables  of proto­
Malay lexical morphemes have changed beyond recognit ion . The SP suf­
fixes which can b e  dist inguished occur all  but one. in loanwords from 
Bahasa Indones ia or Minangkabau . 

The most striking feature of SP is that it has a paradigm of two 
( sometimes four ) forms , which differ in their final syllables , and 
whi ch correspond t o  a S ingle form in Malay . 

The aim of this art i c le is t o  formulat e s ome rules for the distri­
but ion of the different forms of the s e  paradigms . 

In a forthcoming structural des cript ion of SP , Amir Hakim Usman wi l l  
deal with many quest ions which be low can only be  ment ioned brie fly . 

1 .  Word-stress in SP i s  non-phonemic : it falls  always on the final 
s y l lable of  a word . 
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The phonemes o f  SP are charted below ( chart s 1 and 2 ) .  

CHART 1 

VOWELS front central back 

high i u 

mid e a 0 

low e a 0 

CHART 2 

a::NSCNANTS stops fricatives nasals glides trill lateral 
voiceless voiced voiceless voiced 

labial p b (f )  m w 

dental t d s z n 
palatal c j ii y r I 
velar k 9 (x) I) 
glottal ? h 

Below t he phonemes I e , a ,  0 ,  ii ,  I) ,  x ,  ? I  will be orthographically 
2 repres ent ed by e ,  e ,  � ,  n y , n g , k h  and q respect ive ly . 

I e ,  e ,  0 ,  01 rare ly oc cur in non-final syl lab le s ; apparent ly in 
loanwords only : i n d o n e s i a ,  ko l e r a  ' cho l e ra ' ,  � b r a l " c le arance s a le ' 

et c . 3 

Word- initial l a l  i s  always opt ional : e n a n g / n a n g  ' s ix ' ,  e l a n g / l a n g  
' eag le ' ,  et c .  

The diphthongs l ey , ew , ew , oy , ow , a y , awl are frequent , but only 
in final syllables .  

I f  I and I x l  oc cur only in loanwords . 
I b , d ,  c ,  j ,  k ,  g ,  ii , z ,  f ,  x l  do not occur word-finally , I s , p ,  I ,  

r ,  m l  do , but only in loanwords : s i a p ' r eady ' ( the only e xample o f  a 
word-final I p l ,  Indones ian : s i a p ) ,  j a s ' co a t ' ( Dut ch :  j a s )  s p e s i a l  
' specia l ' ,  g i t a r  'gui tar ' ,  p i l em ' fi lm ' .  

I ? I  i s  frequent ly found in word-final posit ion . In word-medial 
p o s i t ion it i s  among others in opposition with I kl and 9 :  maq l aw n g  
' know about ' ,  s a q a q  ' time ' ,  c � k l a t  ' choco late ' ,  s a a q  ' c lose ' ( ve rb ) ;  

within a word on a morpheme boundary [ ? ]  is  a j uncture feat ure , not 
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the realisat i on of a phoneme . Nor i s  i t  the realis at ion o f  a phoneme 

at the beginning of a word b e fore a vowel or a nasal fol lowed by a 
consonant : it is pronounced regularly b ut not ne c e s s arily . A word­
initial nasal ( M )  followed by a consonant ( which is always homorganic )  
can be  reali s e d  as [ ? aM J ,  [ aM J , [ ?M J  or [ M J . 

The mo st fre quent morpheme s truc tures are ( C )Vl ( C ) V2 ( C )  - in which C 

i s  a con s onant , Vl a vowel and V2 a vowel or kiphthong - and ( C ) V1MCV2 ( C )  
- in which the medial consonant i s  preceded by a homorganic nasal M .  

2 .  T H E  A B SO L U T E -O B L I Q U E  O P PO S I T I O N  

2 . 0 .  Most SP words oc cur in paradigmatic pairs , which we propose to call 
the ab s o lut e and oblique forms . Van Reij n ( 197 4 )  seems t o  call them 
pausal and non-pausal forms ; unfortunate ly he does not give examp le s . 

Formally t he abs olut e and ob lique forms differ in their last vowe ll 
diphthong and/or in their word-final consonant - if any . 4 

Funct ionally they differ roughly speaking in the following ways : 

i .  they e xpres s  a lexical s emant i c  opposit ion ; 
i i .  they expre s s  the opposit ion " known third person p o s s e s s o r ,  

agent o r  obj e c t "  ( ob lique ) versus other possibilities  
( absolut e ) ;  for want of a suitable term this opposit ion will 
be  referred t o  as ' de finit e ' - ' indefinit e ' ;  

i i i . finally the absolut e  form may mark the end of many ( pro- ) 
nominal or verbal phrase s , while t he oblique form usually is  
found in the beginning or middle of such a phrase . 

Below we will  dis cuss each of thes e  possibilities  in more det ail .  
But first we will  make s ome remarks on t he formal features of  the op­
position and on t he restraint s to it s occurrence .  

2 . 1 .  FORMAL FEATURES 

2 . 1 . 1 .  Prent i c e  and Hakim Usman give a list of ab solut e endings with 
their oblique pendant s ,  as they occur in monomorphemic words ( in this 
volume , t ab l e  I II ) .  Thes e  paradigms are also valid for most poly­
morphemic forms . 

In cases of redup l i c at ion both part s have the s ame ending , either 
abs olut e  or ob lique : uma h - um a h  ( ab s o l ut e ) ,  umoh- umoh ( oblique ) ' various 

houses ' .  

2 . 1 . 2 .  N o  O p p o s i t i o n  

A number of words are not p art of an abs olut e-oblique opp o s it ion . 

The se are : 

a .  Words whi ch belong t o  minor word- clas s e s  ( which i s  approximat e ly 
the s ame as s aying : words which do not oc cur in both final and non-final 
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posit ion of a phrase ) ,  such as : u g e  ' a "l8 0 ' ,  a g i ' again ' ,  d i  ' in ' ,  
d e n g a n  'wit h ' ,  s u p a y o  ' in oI'deI' to ' ,  t a pe y  'but ' ,  ka l ow 'when ' ,  i n e h  

' thi8 ' ,  i t o h  ' that ' ,  i t u h  'yondeI" , s l n ey ' heI'e ' ,  m a a y  ' aome on! ' ,  p e s e  
' how i 8  i t  p088ib "le ! ' ,  ba r o n k a l ey 'pI'obab "ly ' ,  m u g e - m u g e  'may ' ,  a p o  
'wha t ' ,  s a po 'who ' ,  p i c  'why ' ,  et c .  

b .  Words which do o c c ur in both p o s it ions but which have one of the 
following endings : 5 - a l ( 7 ) , - a r  ( 6 ) , - a s  ( 4 ) , - e t  ( 1 ) , - e l  ( 2 ) , - em 

( 1 ) , e s  ( 1 ) , - o h  ( 7 ) , - O r  ( 3 ) , - i r  ( 3 ) ; these endings do not belong t o  
t h e  s e t s  of  absolut e  and oblique endings given i n  Prent i c e  and Hakim 
Usman ( in this volume , t ab le II I ) ;  most of the words of this group are 

eas i ly re cognis ab le as loanwords , e . g . p i  l em 'fi "lm ' ,  es ' i ae ' ( Dut ch 
i j s ) ,  h i l e r 'I'iae hU8king maahine ' ( c f .  the German trade-mark HUl ler ) 
et c .  

c .  Words cont aining the prefix k a - and a number of words cont aining 
the prefix p a ( N ) - ( in which N symbolise s  nasalisat ion or p renasalisat ion f 
occ ur in both posit ions menti oned under a .  but only have ob lique endings , 
e . g .  ka l a po ' hungeI', 8 taI'vation ' ( cf .  l a pa , l a po ' hungI'y , ) 7 , k a k u n e n ­
k u n e n  ' ye "l "lowi8h ' ( c f .  k u n a y n , k u n e n  ' ye "l "low ' ) ,  k a s e d owq ' s tI'ang "led ' 
( c f .  s ed e q , s e d owq ' 8 tI'ang "le ' ) ,  k a u j O n  ' 8 tI'iaken wi th I'ain ' ( c f .  u j e n g , 
u j o n  'I'ain ' ) ;  p a n g i d u q  'way of "life, "live "lihood ' ( c f .  i d ewq , i d u q  ' "live, 
a "live ' ) .  With b o t h  the prefixes p a ( N ) - and k a - somet imes t h e  suffix - n  
with preceding vowel/diphthong change i s  found , e . g .  p a n c a h e n  ' "live "li­
hood, eaI'ning8 ' ( c f .  c a h a y , c a h e y  ' 8 eek one ' 8  fOI'tune, eaI'n a "living ' ) ,  
kama t e n  ' bereaved ' ( c f .  m a t a y , ma t e y  ' die ' ) .  

d .  A number of words with endings which are either ob lique or 
absolute are not part of an abs o lut e-oblique opposit i on although they 
o c c ur in both posit ions ment ioned under a . ; 2 4  words in - i , as well as 
an unknown number of loanwords with the suffix - i ,  belong to this group . 

Only one abs olut e  form in - a n  has a different ob lique pendant : b a h a n , 
b a h O n  'materia "l ' ;  2 5  words in - a n  and an unknown number of loanwords 
with the s uffixes - a n  and - k a n  are not part of an abs o lut e-ob l ique op­
posit ion ; the s ame holds t rue for 13 words in - e n , whereas only one 
abs o lut e form in - e n  has a different ob lique pendant : p e d e n , p e d i n  
' rif"le ' .  Most of the words of this group are apparent ly loanwords , 
e . g .  t e l a t  ' "late ' ( Dut ch t e  l a a t ) ,  l i s i n ' 8peeah ' ( Dutch l e z i n g ) ,  
k o l e r a ' aho "lera ' ,  mod e re n  'modern ' ,  s e n g  ' z ina ' ,  p u l i s e y  'po "liae ' ,  et c .  

e .  A few nouns , which can be  called inalienab le , never occur without 
being immediat e ly followed by an exp li c i t  third person ' po s s e s s or ' ( in 
the broad s ense of the word ) , or in a linguis t i c  or situat ional context 
in whi ch a t hird person ' po s s e s sor ' is  known ; they only have ob lique 
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endings , e . g . t e p e y  ' i ts/the side (of a road or mountain) , i ts/the bank 
(of a river) ' .  

f .  Personal pronouns only have one - abs olut e  - form , which i s  also 
used when they are the head o f  a pronominal phras e : a k aw ( i n e h )  d u d ewq 
'I (here ) am sitting ' ( c f .  a kaw ' I, me, my ' ,  i n e h  ' this ' ,  d u d ewq , d u d u q  

' sit ' )  • 

g .  In compound words and petrified word comb inat ions there are vari­
ous restraint s .  

I n  most co-ordinat ive compounds the first word a lways has the oblique 
form , the other word is  s ubj e ct to the abs olut e -ob lique opposition ;  c f . : 

c e d e y q , c e d i q  ' c Zever ' ,  pa n d e , p a n d e  ' ab Ze ' ,  d�d i q  p a n d e ,  ced i q  
p a n d e ' inte Z Zectua Z ' ,  

l a kay , l a key  'husband ' ,  b i n ey , b i n i  'wife ' ,  l a ke y  b i n e y , l a ke y  
b i n i  ' husband and wife ' ,  

j a n t ew n g , j a n t un  ' heart ' ,  a t a y , a t e y  ' 'liver; sou Z ' ,  j a n t u n  a t ay , 
j a n t u n  a t e y  ' be Zoved ' ,  

p e ca h , p e c o h  ' broken ' ,  b e l e h ,  b e l owh 'sp Ut ' ,  p e c o h  be l e h , p e c o h  
b e  I o w h  ' in  pieces ' ,  

uma h , umoh  ' hous e ' ,  t a n g g o ,  t a n g g o  ' 'ladder, s taircas e ' ,  umoh 
t a n g g o ,  umoh t a n g g o  ' househo Zd ' ,  

s i a n g , s i a n  ' day , morning ' ,  ma l a n g , ma l a n ' night, evening ' ,  s i a n  
m a l a n g  ' night and day ' ( not found i n  oblique position ) . 

Most s ubordinat ive compounds follow the l a key  b i n o y  typ e , such as : 
a y e y  m a t o , a y e y  m a t o  ' tear ' ,  m a t o  a y e , m a t o  a y e y  ' source ' ,  
t a n d o  t a n g a n g , t a n d o  t a n g a n  ' signature ' ,  u bo t  a n g a y n , u b o t  a n g e n  

'medicine for a co Zd ' ( c f .  <l y e , a y e y  'water ' ,  ma t o ,  ma t o  ' eye ' ,  
t a n d o , t a n d o  ' s ign ' ,  t a n g a n g , t a n g a n  ' hand ' ,  u b e q , u b o t  'medicine ' ,  

a n g a y n , a n g e n  'wind ' ) .  
A few s ubordinat ive compounds , however , always oc c'ur in the order 
abs o lut e oblique : 

k a r i t a a n g e n  'bicy c Ze ' ,  ka r i t a a p e y  ' train ' ,  a n a q  g a d i h  'femaZe 
chi Zd ' ( c f .  a n g ay n , a n g en 'wind ' ,  ka r i t a ,  k a r i to ' cart, coach ' ,  
a p a y , a p e y  'fire ' ,  a n a q , a n oq ' chi Zd ' ,  g a d oy h , g a d i h  'gir Z ' ) .  

A number o f  compounds cons i s t ing o f  a noun followed by an adj e c t ive 
have the form oblique-ob lique , e . g . : 

a noq a b o n  'new Zy born baby ' ,  a n oq n e q  ' baby ' ,  u h a n  j a n t o n  'ma Ze, 
man ' ( c f .  a b e n g , abon  'red ' ,  neq , n e q  ' sma Z Z ' ,  u h a n g , u h a n  ' human 
being ' ,  j a n t e n g , j a n t o n  'mas cuUne, ma Ze , ) . 8 

A few s ubordinat ive compound adj e ct ives have an oblique-ob lique con­
s t ruction : 

g i l ow a y e y  'rather crazy ' ,  p e koq b a d owq 'rather de af ' ( c f .  g i l e ,  
g i l ow ' crazy ' ,  a y e , a y e y  'water ' ,  p e ka q , p e koq ' deaf ' , b a d eq , 
b a d owq ' rhinoceros ' ) .  
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h .  The words for 'man ' ,  ' human being ' and ' chi ld ' are except ional 

in s e veral way s . Our mat erial s ugges t s  that in most cont ext s  the 
oblique form u h a n  'man ' may be  replaced by its ab s olute p endant u h a n g , 
without apparent change of meaning , e . g .  u h a n g / u h a n  d u s ew n g  ' vi l lager (s ) ' , 
u h a n g / u h a n  d u s u n i n e h  'man of this vi l lage, men of these vi l lages, this 
vi l lager, these v i l lagers ' ( c f .  d u s ew n g , d u s u n ' vi l lage ' ) ,  u h a n g / u h a n  
j a n t O n  'ma le, man ' .  

The word for ' chi ld ' is a n oq when it i s  a third person ' s  offspring , 
e . g . a noq d i e  ' his/her (honorific) chi ld ' ,  a n oq a n j e q  'puppy ' ;  it is  
also a n oq in a number of compounds : a n o q  d a r e , a noq d a r ow ' bride ' ,  
a n oq b ue h , a noq b uow h 'member, fo l lower ' ( c f .  d i e  ' (s ) he (honorific) ' ,  
d a r e ,  d a row ' virgin ' ,  a n j e q , a n j eq  ' dog ' ,  b ue h , b uowh 'frui t ' ) .  With 
first and s e c ond person posse s s ive pronouns there are two pos s ibilitie s : 
a n a q  a kaw 'my chi ld ' but also a n oq a kaw ; a n a q  kaaw 'y our ( s g . ) chi ld ' ,  
but also a n o q  kaaw , et c .  The di fference between these forms is  that 
the s e c ond ones empha s i s e  the p o s s e ss or , the first ones do not . Finally 
a n oq i s  used in the meaning 'young human being ' when it is followed by 
an attribut ively used adj e c t i ve : a no q  y a t a y n , a n oq y a t e n  ' ch i ld whose 
fa ther has died ' ,  a noq n e q , a n oq neq ' li t t le chi ld ' ( cf .  y a t a y n ,  y a t e n  
'with a dead father ' .  In other case s  ' chi ld ' in the meaning 'young 
human being ' is  a n a q , or - when followed by i n e h  ' this ' or i t o h  ' that ' 
- u h a n  ( se e  b e low ) . 

2 . 2 .  MORE VETA I LEV VIS CUSS I O N  O F  THE FUNCTIONAL V I FFERENCES BETWEEN 

ABS O L UT E  ANV O B L I QU E  FORMS 

2 . 2 . 1 .  L ex i c a l  Sema n t i c D i f f e r e n c e s  

Thes e  are of  two kinds . 
1 .  Differences which ari s e  as a consequence of the fact that one 

form of an opposition is homonymous with a word which is not part of 
an abs olute-ob lique oppositi on ; e . g .  k a y o  'you (r) (po li te ) ' ( no oppo­
s i t ion ) , k a y o , kayo  'rich ' ,  k a n t a y  'I, me, my ' ( no opposition ) ,  k a n t a y , 
k a n t e y 'friend ' ,  b a l i q ' again ' ( no opposition ) ,  b a l e y q , b a l i q 're turn ' ,  
ma l a n  ' last nigh t ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  ma l a n g , ma l a n 'night, evening ' ,  
p e t a n  'yes terday , ago ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  p e t a n g , p e t a n  ' late afternoon ' .  

Since there are several morphological proc e s s e s  with the prefix 
p a ( N ) - ,  only one of which results in a form whi ch i s  not part of an 
abs olute-oblique opposit ion , this list can be ext ended with words s uch 
as p a n g i d u q  'way of life, live lihood ' ( no opposition ) and p a n g i d ewq , 

p a n g i d uq ' revivor, means of reviva l '  ( c f .  i d ewq , i d u q  ' (a ) live ' ) .  

2 .  Semant i c  differences between two compounds or between a compound 
and a phras e : u h a n g  i t o h  ' they there, those peop le ' ,  u h a n g  i n e h  ' they 
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here, these peop le ' , 9 but u h a n  i t oh  ' (s ) he there, that human b eing, 
that chi ld ( ! ) ' ;  u h a n  i n e h  ' (s ) he here, this human being, this chi ld ( ! ) ' ;  
a n a q  g a d i h  'female chi ld ' ( no oppo s i t i on ) ,  b ut a n o q  g a d oy h , a n o q  g a h i d  
' daughter ' ;  a n o q  n e q  ' baby ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  but a n oq n e q , a n oq n e q  

' li t t le chi ld ' ;  a n oq a b o n  'new ly born baby ' ( no opposition ) , a n oq a b e n g , 
a n oq a bo n  'red chi ld ' .  

2 . 2 . 2 .  ' O e f i n i te ' - ' I nd e f i n i t e '  O p po s i t i o n 

There are three typ e s  of ' de finite ' use ,  dependent on word- class . 
1 .  With t ransit ive verbs in the obj ect focus form with a third 

person s ingular agent l O  whi ch is  known from the situat ion or from the 
pre ceding linguis t i c  cont ext . 

2 .  With transitive verbs in the subj e ct focus forml l  when a third 

person s ingular obj ect is  known from the situation or from the preceding 
l ingui s t i c  conte xt . 

3 .  With a noun when a third person ' po s s e s sor ' - in the broad sense 
of  the word - is  known from the s i t uation or from the preceding lingui s t i c  

context ( only when the t rans lation ' their own ' i s  p o s s ib le the third 
person p o s s e s sor may be  p lural ) .  Examp le s : 12 

d i kusowq a m b owq a d i q  ' his/her younger sib ling ' s  hair was tang led 
by him/her ' ( k u s awq , k u s owq ' tang led ' ,  amb awq , am bowq ' hair ' ,  
a d ey q , a d  i q 'younger sib ling ' ) ,  

k a k e y  k a n t a y  d i s i n t ow h  'my leg was touched by him/her ' ( k a ka y , 
k a key  'foot, leg ' ,  ka n t ay ' I, me, my ' ( no opp osit ion ) ,  d i s i n t o h , 
d i s i n t ow h  ' be touched ' ) ,  

n yc m i s o h  d i h i  d a h i ka n t ey ' he/she separated him/hers e lf from his/ 
her friend ' ( n y o  ' (s ) he ,  i t (s ) ,  him, his, her ' ( no opposition ) ,  
m i s a h , m i s o h  ' s eparate ( subj e ct focus ) ' ,  d i h oy , d i h i  ' one s e lf ' ,  
d a h i 'from ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  

n y c  k a w a y n  d � n g a n  a noq mamoq ' he is married to the daughter of his 
mother ' s  brother ' ( kawa y n , kawen  ' be married ' ,  d � n g a n  'with ' ( no 
opposit ion ) ,  mamaq , mamoq 'mother 's brother ' ) ,  

a n o q  m a m a q  b u l ey h  k i t o n g awen 'we may marry the daughter of our 
mother ' s  brother ' ( b u l ey h ,  b u l  i h  ( ? )  'be a l lowed to , 1 3 , k i t o 'we 
( inc l . ) '  ( no opposition ) , n g a wa y n , n g awen  'marry with ( subj e ct 
focus ) ' ) ,  

d i d i n g o y n  d u l owh b a h u  b u l ey h  i ko m i n o n  'when i t  is coo led firs t, 
on ly then may you drink i t ' ( d i n g oy n ,  d i n g i n  ' co ld ' ,  d u l ow h  'firs t, 
former ly ' ( no opposition ) , b a h u  ' on ly then ' ( no oppos ition , but 
c f .  b a hew , b a h u  'new ' ) ,  m i n a w n g , m i n o n  ' drink ( s ubj e c t  focus ) ' ,  
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ma n a n  c a r o  n g a l oh ' how is the way to defeat him ' ( m a n a n  ' how ' 
( no opposition ) ,  ca r o ,  c a ro 'manner, way ' ,  k a l a h ,  ka l oh ' be 
defeated ' ,  

u h a n g i t o h  n g a t a t  umoh ' they roofed their (own) house ' or ' they 
roofed his house ' ( a t a q , a t a t  'roof ' ) ;  

c f .  also the following c lauses , where there is  no third person obj e c t , 
agent or p o s s e s sor such as mentioned above : 

s i ka q  a m b owq a d e y q  ' comb the hair of the/your younger bro ther ' 
( s i ka q , s i ka t  ' brush, comb ' ) ,  

kamay  m i s o h  d i h o y  d a h i  ka n t a y  'we ( ex c l . )  separate ourse lves from 
our friends ' ( kamay  'we, us, our ( excl . ) '  ( no opposit ion ) ,  

k a n t a y  i d e q  b u l e y h  m i n awng  ' I  am not a l lowed to drink ' ( i d eq , 
i d owq 'not ' ) ,  

ka key  n y c  i d eq  b u l ey h  d i s i n t o h  ' his leg may not be touched ' ,  

k a n t a y  n g a t a t  umah  ' I  roof the/my house ' .  

2 . 2 . 3 . D i f f e r enc e s  i n  Sy n t a c t i c  P o s i t i o n 

2 . 2 . 3 . 1 .  The obj ect focus form of a transit ive verb with the prefix d i ­

must have the oblique form when it i s  dire c t ly followed by a ( pro ) nominal 
phrase indicating the agent ; e . g . 

i to h  d i J a ro n  a g ame ' that is forbidden by re ligion ' ,  as opposed t o  
i t oh  d i  J a r e n g  a g ame ' that is forbidden in re ligion ' ( d i J a r a n g /  

d i J a r e n g , d i J a r a n / d i J a r o n  ' be forbidden , 14 ) ,  a g ame , a g amow 
're ligion , ) 15 

d i p e J oq p u t a y  ' embraced was the princess '  versus d i p e J owq p u t a y  
' embraced by  the  princess ' ( d i p e J oq ,  d i p e J owq ' be embraced ' ,  
p u t a y , p u t e y  'princess ' ) .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 2 .  The ob lique form i s  also required for the subj ect focus form 
of a trans itive verb when it is direc t ly followed by an expre s sion 
denoting the obj ect : , 

kamay  n g a J oh m u s oh 'we defeated the enemy ' ( m u s oh , m u s ow h  ' enemy ' )  

i ko n y i k a t  ambowq a d eyq  'you combed your younger sib ling 's hair ' 
( s i ka q , s i ka t  ' brush ,  comb ' ) ,  

a g ame ma J a r a n  i t oh  're ligion forbids that ' (ma J a r a n g , ma J a r a n  
' forbid ( subj ect focus ) ' ) ,  
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n y o  n g u kow t e p e y  j a l e n g  ' he is measuring the side of the road ' 
versus n y o  n g u ko t e p e y  j a l e n g  ' he  is measuring at the side of 
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the road ' ( n g u k o ,  n g u kow 'measure ( subj ect focus ) ' ,  j a l e n g , j a l On 
'road ' ) , 1 5  

moq d e q  m a y o h  d i h o y  ' do no t  troub le yours e lf '  ( moq ' do not ' ( no 
opposit ion ) ,  d eq emphas is ing part i c le ( no opposit ion ) ,  pa y a h , 
p a y o h  ' diffiau Zt, troub lesome ' ) ,  

n y o  m u t ey h  d i n do y n  ' he whi tewashed the wa l l ' ( p u t e h , p u t ey h  
'white ' ,  d i n d oy n , d i n d i n  'wa l l ' ) ,  

a kaw n g a n  m a n g g e n  m p o n g  ' i t  is me who is aal Zing you ' ( n g a n  'who, 
whiah ' ( no oppos ition ) , m a n g g e n g , m a n g g e n  ' aaH ( s ubj ect focus ) ' ) ,  

k a p a n d e  n y o  ma l e b i h  i ko ' his s ki l l  exaeeds yours ' ( ka p a n d e  ' s ki l l ' 
( no opposit iQn , c f .  pa n d e , p a n d e  'ab le ' ) ,  l e b ey h , l e b i h  'more ' ) .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 3 .  The ob lique form of a noun is  used when it  is followed by an 

at tributive adj ective , deict i c  or numeral , or by an attributive noun 
phras e , preposit ional phrase or a third person personal pronoun func ­
t ioning a s  a p o s se s s ive . Compare the following sentenc e s , in which the 
oblique and absolute forms indicate the syntactic di fference between 
phrase and claus e :  

umoh  g e d e n g  ' the big house ' ,  umah  g e d e n g  ' the house is big ' ;  
umoh s a g e d o n  i t o h  ' a  hous e as big as that ' ,  u m a h  s a g e d o n  i t o h  ' the  
house is  as big as that ' ;  b e h u q  d i e  ' his/her (honorifia) monkey ' ,  
behe� d i e  ' a  mbnkey is (s ) he (honorifia) ' ;  umoh i n e h  ' this house ' ,  
uma h i n e h  ' this is a hbuse ' ;  umoh  s i t ow ' the hous e there ' ,  u m a h  
s i t ow ' t he house is there ' ;  u mo h  d u e  ' t he two house s ' ,  uma h d u e  
' there are two houses ' ;  

u m o h  b a a  t a t  a b e n g  ' the  house with the r ed  roof ' , u m a h  b a a t a t  a b e n g  

' the house has a red roof ' ( g e d e n g , g e d o n  'big ' ,  s a g e d o n  ' a s  big 
as ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  d u e ,  d u ow ' two ' ,  s i t ow ' there ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  

a t a q , a t a t  'roof ' ) ;  

b a p owq t u k a n  m e h  ' the  go ldsmi th ' s  father, his/her father is a go ld­
smi th ' ,  b a p e q  t u ka n  m e h  'father is a go ldsmith ' ( b a p e q , ba powq 

'father ' ,  t u ka n g , t u ka n  ' expert ' ,  m e h , meh ' gold ' ) ;  

meca n - me c a n  b u rewng  a d e  s i n e y  ' there are a l l  kinds of birds here ' ,  
me c a n g - m e c a n g  b u r u n  s i n ey ' the birds here are of a l l  kinds ' 
( meca n g - m e c a n g ,  m e c a n - me c a n  ' of a l l  kinds ' ,  b u rewng , b u r u n  'bird ' ,  
a d e ,  a d ow ' are ' ,  s i n e y  ' here ' ( no opposition » ; 



4 9 2  H.  STEINHAUER and A .  HAKIM USMAN 

j aw i  s � n d o  i t o h  ' a  cow like that, his/her cow is like that ' ,  
j awoy s � n d o  i t o h  ' a  cow is like tha t ' ( j awoy , j aw i  ' cow ' ,  s en d o  

' b e  like ' ( no oppos i t i on » . 

c f .  a ls o :  

i ka q  j aw i  d a l on k a n d a n g  ' te ther the cows which are i n  the s tab le ' 
and i ka q  j awoy d a l on k a n d a n g  ' te ther the cows in the s tab le ( i . e .  
do not tether them somewhere e lse ) ' ( i ka q , i ka t  ' te ther, bind ' ,  
d a l on ' in (side ) ' ( no opposit ion , but c f .  d a l e n g , d (l l on ' deep ' ) ,  
k a n d a n g , k a n d a n  ' s tab le ' ) .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 4 . The above-ment ioned rules al s o  hold t rue for nominal compounds 
or noun phrases  consi s t ing of two nouns or a noun and an adj e c t ive : 

b a j u b a h ew ' new b louse ' ,  baj u b a h u  n y o  ' his/her new b louse ' ( b a j ew ,  
b a j  u 'b louse ' ,  b a hew , b a h u  'new ' ) ;  

p i n t ow s u h a y  'window ' ,  p i n t ow s u h e y  umoh ' the window of his/her 
house ' ( p i n t aw , p i n t ow ' door ' ,  s u h a y , s u h e y  with unknown independent 
meaning ) ;  

umoh g �d e n g  ' the big house ' ,  umoh g e d on t i n g g a y  ' the  high big hous e ' ,  
umoh  g � d o n  i t o h  ' that big house ' ( t i n g g a y , t i n g g ey ' high ' ) ;  

b a t o n  k a y a w  ' tree ' ,  b a t o n  k a y ow s a g � d o n  i t oh  ' a  tree as big as that ' 
( b a t e n g , b a t o n  ' s tem ' ,  kayaw , ka y ow 'wood ' ) ;  

b u r u n ( � ) l a n g  ' eag le ' ,  b u r u n ( e ) l a n i t o h  ' that eag le ' ( b u r e w n g , 

b u r u n ' bird ' ,  ( e ) l a n g , ( e ) l a n ' eag le ' ) .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 5 .  Nouns followed by an att.ribut ive ly used relat i ve c l ause ( L e .  

a c lause beginning with the re lat i ve pronoun n g a n )  are used in the 

ob lique form , unl e s s  the p lurality or divers ity o f  the ent ity denoted 

by the noun i s  marked e xp l i c it ly ; in thi s  latter case the ab s olut e  form 

is used .  c f . : 

d e n g a n  b a j u n g a n  p u t e h 'wi th a b louse which is white ' ,  

b u r u n  n g a n  i n g g a q  d a t ey h  d a h o n  k a y a w  ' a  bird which perches on a 
tree branch ' ( i n g g a q , i n g g a t ( 7 )  'perch ' ,  d a t e y h  ' on top of ' ( no 
opp o s i t i on ) , d a he n g , d a h o n  ' branch ' ) ,  

b a t o n  k a y ow n g a n  t i n g g a y  ' a  tree which is high ' ,  

b u ow h  n g a n  l a h m a s a q  ' a  fruit  which is a lready ripa ' ( b u e h , b u ow h 

'frui t ' ,  l a h ' a lready ' ( no opposit ion ) ,  m a s a q , m a s o q  'ripe ' ) ,  b ut 

m e c a n g - m e c a n g  b u r ew n g  n g a n  a d e  s i n e y  ' the birds which are here are 
of a l l  kinds ' ,  
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b u r ewn g - b u r ew n g  n g a n  i d ewq s i n e y  ' the  various birds which live here ' ,  

b a n y e q  b i n a t e n g  n g a n  t a t i m b a q  'many are t h e  animals which got s ho t ' 
( b a n y eq , b a n y owq 'much, many ' ,  b i n a t en g , b i n a t � n  ' anima l ' ,  t a t i m b a q , 

t a t i m b o q  'ge t shot ' ) ,  

i d e q  t a i t o n g  m e n c a y q  n g a n  m a s oq p a r a n g k a q  ' uncoun tab le are the mice 
which entered the trap ' ( t a i t o n g , t a i t o n  ' countab le ' ,  m e n c a y q , 
m e n c e y q  'mouse ' ,  m a s c q , m a s owq ' enter ' ,  p a r a n g ka q , p a r a n g koq ' trap ' ) . 

When such a n g a n  c lause i s  used predi cat ively , however , t he preceding 
noun should have the abs o lute form , unl e s s  t he oblique form is required 
for s ome other reason; c f . : 

u m a h  n g a n  t i n g g a y  ' i t  is the house which is high ' ,  

u m o h  n g a n  t i n g g a y  ' the house which is high, i t  is h i s  house which 
is high ' .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 6 .  Nouns followed by a pronoun expres s ing the ' po s s e s s or '  of  the 

ent ity denot ed by the noun react in various way s . With the third person 
pronouns n y c  and d i e  the oblique form i s  always required : a t ey n y o/ d i e  
' his liver, his soul ' ,  k a key  n y o/ d i e  ' his foot, his leg ' ,  a y a n  n y o / d i e  
' his chicken ' ,  umoh n y o/ d i e  ' his house ' ,  j aw i  n y o / d i e  ' his cow ' .  Es­

pexially kamay  'we, us , our ( e xc l . ) ' ,  but also k a n t a y  ' I, me, my ' are 
in most cases combined with an oblique form : umoh  k a m a y  ' our hous e ' ,  
j a w i  k a m a y  ' our cow ' ,  u a n  kamay  ' our money ' ( u a n g , u a n  'money ' ) ,  k a key  
k a n t a y  'my foo t, my leg ' ,  uan  k a n t a y  'my money ' ,  mamoq k a n t a y  'my 
mother ' s  brother ' ,  a y a n  k a n t a y  'my chicken ' ,  a y a n  kamay  ' our chicken ' ,  
g awey  k a n t a y 'my work ' ( g awe , g awey  'work ' ) ,  g awey kamay  ' our work ' .  

Further research i s  ne c e s s ary to e xp lain t he few cas e s  of  an abs olut e 
form in combination with the s e  pronouns ; those with k a m a y  s ugges t  a 
system,  namely the ab s o lut e form s e ems t o  be used when the p o s s e s s e d  
ent ity is  n o  longer present ( in any c a s e  for the purp o s e  whi ch the 
s peaker has in mind ) � 

k i h a n g  l a h p a d i kamay  'p lant our ( e xc l . ) rice ' ( k i ha n g , k i h a n  
'p lan t ' ( verb ) , l a h emphasi s ing part ic l e , p a dcy , p a d i 'rice-p lant ' )  
versus a b c y h  p a d cy k a m a y  d uc t  a y e y  b e h  'finished i s  our rice by 
the flood ' ( a b cy h ,  a b i h  ' finish '  ( verb ) , d u c t  ' by ' ( no opposit ion ) , 
b e h , b ow h  ' inundation ' ) ;  

i d e q  b a k e p a q  a g i a y a n  kamay  ' our chicken has no longer wings ' 
( k e p a q , k e p o q  'wing ' ,  a g  i ' again , ( with negation ) longer ' ( no 
opp o s it i on ) )  versus a bc y h  a y a n g  kamay  d i m a kon  b i aw e q  'finished 
are our chickens, eaten by the iguanas ' ( d i m a k e n g / d i ma ka n g , 
d i ma k�n / d i m a k a n 1 4  ' b e  eaten ' ,  b i aweq , b i awo t ' iguana ' ) ;  
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d a l o n k � b u n  kamay  c uma a d �  c � n g k e h  ' in our garden there are on ly 
c loves ' ( k� b ewn g , k e b u n  'garden ' ,  c uma ' on Zy ' ( no oppos i t io� ) ,  

c e n g k e h , c e n g k e h  ' c Zove ' )  versus l a h a b o y h  ke bewng  kamay  d i k a h e h  

a y a n g  ' our chicken has been  rooted up a l l-over a lready by  the 
chickens ' ( d l ka h e h , d i k a h e h  ' be roo ted up ' ) .  

The se cond person p ronouns , m p o n g  (rmsc . sg . ) and i ko ( sg ./pl . ) ,  show the tendency 
t o  be combined with the abs olute form of a noun in imperat ive c laus e s , 
and in other cont ext s  with an ob lique form : s i n g keq  s i wa n g  i ko ' turn up 
y our trousers ' ( s i n g ke q , s i n g keq  ' s hort ' ,  s i w a n g , s i wan  ' trousers ' ) ,  
g e r o y q  j a h o y  mpon g d i koyq  'move your finger a bit ' ( g e royq , g e r i q  ( ? )  
'move ' ,  j a hoy , j a h i  'finger ' ,  d i koy q ,  d i k i q  ' a  bit ' ) ,  versus t i n g g a y  
n i a n g  b a t o n  p i n a n  i ko 'very high i s  your areca-nut palm ' ( n i a n g  ' v ery ' 
( no opposition ) , p i n a n g , p i n a n  ' areca-nut ' ) ;  l e n g a n  b a j u m p o n g  s em p a y q  
' the s leeves of your b louse are narrow ' ( l en g a n g , l e n g a n  ' s leeve ' ,  
s em p a y q , s em p e y q  ' narrow ' ) .  This t endency can be explained by t he fact 
that the syntact i c  relat i on between the noun and the pronoun is  looser 
in imp erat ive constructions , s ince the pronoun is  also felt t o  expre s s  
t h e  agent of the action .  Our data were insufficient t o  establish 
t endencies for other pronouns than those ment ione d .  

I t  i s  curious that of a word pair like a t a y , a t e y  ' liver, s ou l/heart ' ,  
whi ch oc curs very frequent ly in our mat erial , the abs o lut e a t a y  i s  
cons i s t ent ly used with a first or se cond person pronoun , whereas a t ey 
is  reserved for a third person : oh i n d o q , s am p e  a t ay  kayo m e n g a y h  
n g u s ey a kaw ' 0 mother, how cou ld you  b e  angry wi th me ' ( i n d o q , i n d owq 

'mother ' ,  s am p e , s a m p e  'reach, unti l ' ,  k a y o  'you (r) ( polite ) '  ( no 
opposit ion ) ,  m e n g a y h , m e n g e Y h  ' angry ' ,  n g u s ey ' towards ' ( no opposit ion ) ;  
s am p e  a t ay m p o n g  m a r �moq a t e y  i n d oq ' how cou ld you break your mother 's 
heart ' ( r emoq , r �mowq 'broken ' ) ;  r emoq a t a y  k a n t ay n e n g o  b i t ow d i e  ' i t  
broke my heart t o  hear h i s  s tory ' ( n e n g a , n e n g o  'hear, lis ten ( s ubj ect 

focus ) ' ,  b i t � ,  b i t ow ' s tory ' ) ;  but : 

s am p e  a t ey d i e  n g u t owq a noq ' how cou ld he curse his chi ld ' ( n g u t o q , 

n g u t owq ' curse ( s ubj e ct focus ) ' ) ,  and b u kon m a e n g  g e d o n  a t e y  n y o  ' he  
is extraordinari ly brave ' ( b u ke n g , b u kon 'no ' ( fo llowed b y  a noun ) , 

m a en g ,  m a a y n  'p lay ' ,  b u ko n  m a e n g  'no joke, extraordinari ly ' ) .  
It i s  p o s s ible that the s e emingly inconsi s t ent use of  the oblique 

and abso lute forms preceding a first or se cond person p o s s e s s ive , i s  

c aused b y  the s ame oppOSit ion whi ch was s ignalised above with a n a q , 

a n oq ' chi ld ' :  the ob lique form is used when the posses sor is emphasi s e d ,  

t h e  ab s o lut e form otherwis e .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 7 . Numerals have the oblique form when they dire c t ly precede the 

word which denotes  the count ed ent ity , except when this is  a ( modern ? )  
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unit of measurement : 

d uow a n a q  ' two ahi �dren ' ,  urnoh d u e  i t o h  ' those two houses ' ,  b u ow h  
n y o  t i g e ' i t  has three fruits ' ,  t i g ow b u owh j a rn b ew ' three rose­
app �es ' ( d u e ,  d uow ' two ' ,  t i g e ,  t i g ow ' three ' ) ;  but t i g e k i l orn i t e y  

' three ki �ome tres ' ,  s a p u l oh rn i t e y  ' ten metres ' ( k i l orn i t e y  ' ki �o­
me tre ' ,  rn i te y  'me tre ' ( both no opposit ion ) ,  s a p u l o h ,  s a p u l ow h  

' ten ' )  . 
The ob lique forms are also used for the non- final part s of compound 
numerals : t i g ow p u l oh ' thirty ' ,  t i g ow p u l owh t i g e ' thirty- three ' ( p u l oh ,  

p u  l owh ' deaade ' ) .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 8 .  Adj e c t i ve s  have the ob lique form when they are preceded by an 
e xpres s i on denoting degree , with the except ion of l e b i h  'more ' ( expres­
s ing comparat ive , cf.  l e b ey h ,  l e b i h  'more ' ( quantity » and a g e q  'rather ' 
( no opposit ion ) :  

b u kon  rn a e n g  g e don urnoh n y o  'extraordinari �y big is his house ' ;  

( rn a )  I i wa q  g e d on  urnoh i n e h  ' too big is this house ' « rna ) 1 i wa q , 
( rn a ) I i wa t  'pass ' ) ;  

b a t o n  p u l e  i t oh  s a n g a q g e d o n  ' that p u l a i  tree is very big ' ( p u l e ,  

p u  I e ' p u  I a i (tre e ) ' ,  s a n g a q / s a n g a t  ' very ' ( no opposition » ; 

s a i l owq  d U l ew ' as good as former �y ' ( s a - ( +  adj ect ive + (pro ) nominal 
phrase )  'as . . .  as ' ,  i l oq , i l owq 'good ' ,  d u l ew ,  d u l u  'former times ' ) ;  

s a n g a q  i l owq p u t e y  i t oh  ' very pre tty is that prinaess ' ;  

b a p e  b a n y owq b e h e y h  kamay  ' how muah riae do we have ' ( b a p e  ' how 
muah ' ( no opPOSit i on ) ", b a n y e q , b a n y owq 'muah, many ' ,  b e h e h , b e h e y h  
' unaooked riae ' ) ;  

n y o  rn a l u rn p a q  s a t i n g g e y  i t o h  'he jumps as high as that ' ( rn a l u rn p a q , 
rna l urnp a t  ' jump ' ,  t i n g g a y , t i n g g ey 'h 1:gh ' ) ;  

b a t on p u l e  s a g e d o n  i t o h  ' a  p u l a i  tree as big as tha t ' ;  

urno h i n e h  s a p u l oh rn i t ey t i n g g e y  ' this house is ten me tres high ' ;  

l e n g a n  n y o  s a rno g e d o n  d e n g a n  ka k ey k a n t a y  ' his arms are as big as 
my �egs ' ( I en g a n g , l e n g a n  ' arm ' ,  s arno + adj e c t ive + d e n g a n  ' as 
as ' )  ; 

p u t ey i n e h  k u r a n g  i l owq ' this prinaess is not so pre t ty ' ( k u r a n g , 
k u r a n  ' bad, not so ' ) ;  but : 

urnoh  i n e h  l e b i h  g e d e n g  ' this house is bigger ' and urnoh  i n e h  a g eq 
g e d e n g  ' this hous e is rather big ' .  
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The abs olut e  form is  used when the qualificat ion of degree follows the 
adj e ct i ve : g e d e n g  n i a n g  umoh i n e h  ' very big is this hous e ' .  The oblique 
form is also used when the adj e ct ive is a non-final part of a noun phrase 

( se e  above ) .  
Finally adj e c t ives can be nominalised , in whi ch case they are fol­

lowed by a t hird ( ?  - our material lacks other examp le s ) person ' po s ­
s e s sor' o r  oc cur i n  a conte xt i n  which the third person ' po s s e s sor ' i s  
known ; c f .  g e d e n g  u m o h  i t oh  ' big is that house ' and g e d o n  u m o h  i t o h  
' the size of that  hous e ' ,  k a n t a y  i de q  t a aw b a p e  g e d o n  ' I  do not know 
i ts size ' ( t a aw ,  t a ow ' know ' ,  b a p e  'how much ' ( no opposit ion » . 

2 . 2 . 3 . 9 . So far only the subj e ct focus form and the obj e ct focus form 
with a third person agent ( o f  course both of t rans itive verb s )  have 
been d i s c us se d .  

For t he s t em form of the t ransitive verb , used a s  imp erat ive and a s  
obj e c t  focus form with a non-third person subj ect , w e  can s ay with 
cert ainty that the abs olut e form is used also when it  is  direct ly fol­
fowed by the obj e c t . Meti culous syntact ic st udy is required to e s t ab­
lish the role of  the absolut e-ob lique oppo s it i on with thes e  forms . An 
indi cat i on might be the fo llowing pairs with intransitive verb s : 
t a r b e n g  t i n g g a y  'fly high ' and t a r b o n  t i n g g ay ' high-fly ' ( t a r b e n g , 
t a r b o n  'fly ' ) ,  t i dew t e rawh  ' s leep a l l  the time ' and t i d u t e r a w h  'go 
on s leeping ' ( t i d ew ,  t l d u ' s leep ' ,  t e r aw h  ' a lways .  on and on ' ( no op­
position ) ,  l a h a y  c e p a q  'run wi thout de lay ' and l a h e y  c e p a q  'run fas t ' 
( I  a ha y , I a h e y  'run ' ,  c e p a q , c e p a t  'quick ' ) .  

The difference between these s equence s  i s  s imilar t o  the one between 
a compound word and a syntactic construct ion ; this · is corroborat ed by 
the fact t hat in the s equences with an ab so lute first component both 
comp onent s are equally stre s s e d ,  whereas in the sequences with an 
oblique form t he stress of the second component is predominant . 

It has t o  be invest igated whi ch verbal forms can oc cur in nominal 
syntactic  cont ext s .  Only then can a comp lete picture of the dist ri­
but ion of the abso lut e  and ob lique forms be  given . Compare for examp le 
n y o  t i d ew 'he is s leeping ' and t i d u n y o  ' his s leeping ' ( t i dew , t i d u 
' s leep ' ) .  

2 . 2 . 3 . 1 0 .  A number of polymorphemic forms have been left out o f  our 
s urvey , mainly be cause of insufficient syntactic dat a .  Most p roduct ive 
is p re fi xation with b a - , t a - or p a ( N ) - ;  c f .  t he following abs o lut e forms : 

s a p aw ' broom. sweep ', 
1 4  b a s a paw  ( also b a s a p ew ) ' qua lified by a broom ( i . e .  have a broom. 

with a broom ) ,  qua lified by being swept. qua lified by sweeping. 
s hou ld b e  swept ' ,  
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t a s a p aw 'ge t swep t, can be swept ' , 16 

p a n y a paw  'means/ins trument of sweeping ( i . e .  some thing used as a 
broom ) ,  s omeone who sweeps ' ;  

k u n a y n  ' ye 'l 'low ' ,  

4 9 7  

b a k u n a y n  'qua'lified by being y e 'l 'low, qua 'lified by being made y e 'l 'low, 
qua 'lified by making y e 'l 'low, s hou 'ld be made y e 'l 'low ' ,  

t a k u n a y n  'ge t made y e 'l 'low, can be made y e 'l 'low, shining y e 'l 'low, most 
y e  Z Zow ' , 

p a n g u n a y n  'means/ins trument  for ye 'l 'lowing, someone who makes y e 'l 'low ' .  

3 .  M O R P H O P HO N E M I C  C H A N G E S  

3 . 1 .  Above w e  have s e en s ome unexpected variant s ,  such as b a s a pew next 

to b a s a paw  ( both abs olut e ) . 
The reason i s  that the vocalic/diphthongi c  shape of the final syl­

lab le i s  to a high degree dependent on the presence or absence in the 
word of a voi c ed stop which is not preceded by a nasal belonging t o  the 
s ame morpheme . Words with s uch a s t op ( G )  wil l  be called G-words , those 
without one K-words . In monomorphemic words the distribut ion of the 
vowels/diphthongs e x i s t ing in SP is in fact not only dependent on the 
p lace of  the syllable in the word or on the ab solut enes s  or obliquenes s  
of  t he form i n  whi ch they o c c ur ,  but a l s o  o n  the presence o r  abs ence i n  
t he word of a G .  S e e  for example the l i s t  of  vowels/diphthongs occur­
ring in the final sy llab les of  absolut e and oblique forms of SP mono­

morphemic K- and G -words ( Prent i c e  and Hakim Usman , in this volume , 

t ab l e  I II ) .  
The influence o f  such a G can be  seen from the following e xamp le s : 

u ma h ,  umoh ' house ' ,  kuma h , kumoh  ' to the house ,  home ' ,  but d um e h , 
d umowh ' in the house ,  a t  home ' ( formed from k a - ' to ' and d i - ' in, a t ' 
+ u m a h  ' house ' ;  n t a y , n t e y  ' s top ' ,  but with the s ame meaning also 
b e n t o y , be n t i ;  kumo, kumo ' to the wet rice-fie 'ld ' ,  but d ume , d umow ' in 
the wet rice-fie 'ld ' .  Even beyond t he word boundary the influence is  
s omet imes apparent : a h a y , a he y  ' day ' ,  but t i g ow a hoy , t i g ow a h i ' three 
days ' ,  next t o  t i g ow a h a y , t i g ow a h e y ; g oy , g i  ' go ' ,  l a l aw ,  l a l ow 'g o ' , 
b ut g oy l a l ew ' in a 'l 'l  dire ctions ' ( no opposition ) .  

3 . 2 .  It will  be  c lear then that pre fixat i on of b a - or d i - may t urn a 
K-word into a G-word : ma l a r a n g , ma l a ra n  'forbid ' ( s ubj . foc . ) but 
d i  l a re n g , d l l a ro n  ' be forbidden ' .  Next to these latt e r  forms , however ,  

there also o c c ur variant s without vowe l change : d i  l a r a n g , d l l a r a n  'be 
forbidden ' .  Other e xamples : a mb o ,  a m b o  ' s 'lave ' ,  d l a m b e / d i amb o ,  d i ambow /  
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d i ambo  ' be made a s Lave ' ;  s a p aw , s a p ow 'broom, sweep ' ,  b a s a p aw / b a s a p ew , 
b a s a p ow / b a s a p u  ' qua Lified by a broom, e tc . ' .  

An ext ensi ve list of  correspondenc e s  and possib le restrictions t o  

the occurrence of these variant s will  be given i n  Hakim Usman ' s  forth­
coming des cript i on . 

3 . 3 .  The nasalisation pro c e s s  has been ment ioned above . It i s  chart ed 
be low ( chart 3,  there are no examp le s  of init ial k h ) .  

CHART 3 

Initial phonanes of the basic IlOrphene Initial phonemes of th= subject 
focus form 

nasal ( N )  + cons onant ( C ) n g e N C -
vowe l ( v )  n g V -
r ,  J ,  w ,  y ma + r ,  J ,  w ,  Y 
k ,  g ,  h ,  n g  n g  
5 ,  c ,  j , z ,  n y  + vowel ny + vowe l 
t ,  d ,  n n 
p ,  b ,  f ,  m m 

Since by nasalisat i on a voi c e d  stop may be changed int o a homorganic 
nasal , G-words whi ch do not contain another G will turn int o K-words . 
And as a consequence the final syllable will change . Examp le s : 

d e n g e , d e n g ow ( ? )  ' Lis ten, hear ' ,  ne n g a , n e n g o  · ( s ubj ect focus ) 
b ut j a g e , j a g ow 'p Lough ' (noun ) , n y a g e , n y a g ow 'p Lough ' ( ve rb , 
s ubj . foc . ) ;  g awe , g awey 'work ' (noun ) , n g awe , n g awe ' do '  ( subj . 
foc . ) b ut g a d e , g a d e y  'pawn ' (noun ) , n g a de , n g a d e y  'pawn ' ( ve rb , 
s ubj . foc . ) ;  j a J e n g , j a J on 'way ' ,  n y a J a n g , n y a J a n 'make go, do ' 
( s ubj . foc . ) ;  b u e ,  b u ow 'carry ' ,  m u o , m uo ( subj . foc . )  and , 
unexp e ctedlY , b a c e , b a cow 'read ' ,  m a c e , m a c a  ( subj . foc . ) .  

An extens ive list wi ll be  pub lished in Hakim Usman ' s  forthcoming 
s t udy . 
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4 .  C O N C L US I O N  

Van Reij n ( 19 7 6 )  has s uggested that the Kerinci diphthongis e d  ( i . e .  
ab solute ? )  forms oc cur sentence finally , whereas their variant s with 
a full vowel ( the oblique forms ? )  are found at the beginning or in the 
middle of a sentenc e .  A s  the above not e s  show , this s eems not t o  be  
true for the SP variant of Kerinci .  

The distribut i on of what we have called the abs o lut e and oblique 
forms in SP is apparent ly dependent 

1 .  on s emantic di s t inctions ; 
2 .  with nouns indicat ing a p o s s e s sed ent ity , on t he fact whether 

a third person s ingular or p lural ( ' their own ' )  p o s s e s s or i s  
known from the s i t uation o r  context , o r  not ; and probab ly on 
the fact whether a first or s e cond person p o s s e s s or is empha­
s i s e d  or not ; 

3 .  with verb s , on the fact whether a third person s ingular agent 
( in case of the obj e ct focus form ) or obj e ct ( in case of the 
subj e ct focus form ) is known from the s i t uat ion or cont ext , or 
not ; 

4 .  on synt act i c  distinct ions . 

We based our dis cuss ion on syntax on a rough and provis ional divi s ion 
int o word- c l as s e s . Thorough syntact i c  study , howeve r ,  i s  needed t o  
arrive a t  a better founded and probab ly more detailed c las s i fi cat ion , 
in accordance with syntactic and morphemic valences . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  A first draft of this p aper was prepared by both authors in August­

September 1 9 7 7 .  Since that t ime Hakim Usman has done further fieldwork , 
which resulted in t he nec e s s ity t o  reformulate ( Padang , February 1 9 7 8 ) 
a number of earlier s t at ement s .  This revi si on has been carried out by 
the other author ( Le i den , April 1 9 7 8 ) ,  who will therefore be resp ons ib le 
for p o s s ible omi s s i ons . 

2 .  The only difference from the spelling used in Prent i c e  and Hakim 
Usman 1 9 7 8  is that their l o y  I is writ t en as oy . 

3 .  Since gende r ,  t ense and number are not cat egories  o f  the word-form 

in SP , the use of thes e  categorie s  in the English trans lat ions is often 
arbit rary . The trans lati ons of longer unit s  are often more literal than 
literary . 

4 .  In the examp le s  above only abs olut e  forms have been give n .  

5 .  The frequencies of  o c c urrence ,  given in parenthe s e s , are based on 
Hakim Usman ' s  dictionary ( 19 76 ) ,  which contains about 3 0 0 0  main entries . 

6 .  p a n j u doy 'gamb Zer ' ( cf .  j u d o y  'gamb Ze ' )  is an examp le of prenasali­
sation ; p a n g a hawq ' corrup tor ' ( c f .  k a h awq 'in disorder ' )  is an example 
of nasal i s at ion . 

7 .  Two SP forms s ep arat ed by a comma are always an abs olut e  form fol­
lowed by an oblique one . 

8 .  Next t o  u h a n  j a n t o n , howeve r ,  u h a n g  j a n t o n  oc curs as wel l  ( see  h .  
below .  

5 0 0  
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9 .  SP lacks a special third p erson p lural pronoun ; u h a n g  i t o h  and 
u h a n g  i n e h  are used ins t e a d .  

1 0 .  I n  this  case t he form has the prefix d i - .  

1 1 . The ' nasalisat i on ' involved i s  charted below ( see chart 3 ) .  

5 0 1  

1 2 . Be low the examp le s  are followed ,  where nec e s s ary , b y  an exp lanatory 

wordlist in parenthes e s ; when the verbal form of the examp le has been 
derived from a noun or an adj e c t ive , we only give those . 

1 3 .  A quest i on mark behind a form means t hat we are not s ure whe ther 

this form is  used without a pre fi x .  

1 4 .  About t h e  endings o f  t he s e  forms , s e e  3 .  be low ( Morphophonemic 

Change s ) .  

1 5 .  This i s  probab ly a productive opposit ion . Other words also can 
have a locat ive meaning without being preceded by a prepo s i t i on .  

1 6 . A p o s s ib ly productive oppo s it ion i s : u m a h  t a s a paw n y o  ' the hous e 
can be  swep t by him ' versus umah  t a s a p ow n y o  ' the house got swep t by 
him ' .  
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