
GRAMMATICAL CLASSIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 

A .  C ap e l l  

1 .  I NT RO D U C T I O N : Ty p e s  of  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n - N o u n s  and  V e rb s  

Australian languages a s  a whole are not amongst tho s e  which 
recognise  gender or other forms of classific at ion in nouns and 
dependent categories . There are , however , certain limited areas where 
phenomena of thi s kind appear , and these are ind icated in M ap I .  
They are subdivis ible  as follows : 

1 .  regions in which a distinct ion between feminine 
and non-feminine i s  found ; 

2 .  regions in which nouns ar e c lassified into sense­
groups by a met hod here c alled ' determinat ion ' ;  

3 .  regions in which nouns are c la s sified into group s 
marked by suffixes or prefixe s ,  or both in 
combinat ion , involving a grammat i c al concord within 
the utterance , in a manner resemb ling t hose  of the 
Bantu language s of Africa , but less comp licated . 

With one exception , all the s e  language s are found in an area north o f  
18°  south lat itude , and spread over the cont inent from the Northern 
Kimberley Divi s ion to Cape York Peninsula . Marking by a dichotomy o f  
feminine v .  non-feminine is  found occas ionally south of t h i s  lat itude , 
and a mult iple class  system by suffix oc curs in isolat ion on the north 
coastal area of New South Wale s .  

The first part of thi s paper discusses the phenomena o f  the different 
languages and sugge sts  ways in which the se  may have developed , though 
it still  remains impos sible , for lac k of diachronic evidence . t o  ass ign 
any t ime scale for their estab l ishment . 
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LEGEND TO MAP 1 :  NOUN CLASSIFICATION 

MC 
MC ( p )  

DC 

MC ( s )  
MC ( sep ) 

DC ( p ) 

DC ( s )  

DET 

MF 
MF ( n )  

MF ( p )  

Multiple clas s i fying , e ither 
multiple clas s i fy ing by prefix 

or 
multiple class ifying by suffix ; 
multiple classi fying by separate markers . 

Dual c las sifying , e ither 
dual classifying by  prefix 

or 
dual classify ing by  suffix . 

Use  o f  determinative s . 

Distinct ion of masculine-feminine , e ither 
distinct ion in noun forms 

or 
distinct ion only in third singular 

pronouns . 
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One instance at least will appear in which the noun itself  carries  
no  marker , but is  preceded by a local demonstrat ive which varies  for 
c las s . Thi s language is Dj irba1 , in north-eastern Queensland . In the 
heart o f  the most complicated area in Arnhem Land , there is  a case in 
which a kind of ' article ' occurs , which is repeat ed along with an 
adj ect ive following a noun ; here some stem variat ion is simultaneously 
possible . Thi s happens in Mawng , in north-we stern Arnhem Land . 

In c ertain instance s  als o ,  the grammat ical feature of possession of 
an obj ect  may exert influenc e on the form of the noun , apart from the 
class-marker such a noun may bear . Thi s has been called ' prefix­
possessive ' concord . 

Noun classificat ion , howeve r ,  i s  not the only type of c lassificat i on 
found in Australian languages ,  although it has been so stres sed that 
in prac t i ce it is the type most thought of when the term ' c lass ificat ion ' 
as  a grammat ical pro c e s s  is  thought of . There is , however , classifi­
cat ion o f  verb s also . In some languages the verbal stem is  conj ugat ed 
by suffix or le s s  commonly by prefix , as , for instance , in Lat in and 
European languages  as a whole . The Latin  t ype is represented by such 
root s as a m - o , h a b - e - o , etc . But there is  also a Lat in type such as 
g r a t i a s a g -o ,  I thank,  I give thanks . Here a noun stem is  supported by 
a verbal stem without which it cannot be c onj ugated . In Australia , 
many language s have such double verb s . In Ngarinj in , for instance , one 
says a - � - u l u - n , him-I-give-pres . ;  but one says wu l a  � - a ma - n a � g a , speech 

I-do - to-him,  I speak t o  him.  It i s  impossible t o  say simp ly 
* a - � - wu l a - n . In the Northern Kimberley and some areas o f  Arnhem Land , 
it  seems that the dec i s ion depends on whether the verb stem begins with 
a vowel ( when it can be conj ugated as a simple verb ) or a consonant , 
when it is  conj ugated as  a c ompound verb with some kind of auxiliary . 
The mat ter i s  not really quite as simp le as this . Different auxiliaries 
may change the nuance of meaning . In Ngarinj in , ma Ra  a - � -o - n i ,  s e e ing 

I-him - do - past , I saw him , implies  a s imp le act o f  vision ; but ma Ra  
a - � - e l a - n i , seeing him-I-ho Zd-past , i s  rather I s tared or gazed a t  him . 

In Ngarinj in there are e leven such aux iliaries , all o f  which have 
spe c i f ied use s . 

2 .  D I C H OTOMY O F  F EM I N I N E  v .  N ON - F E M I N I N E  

The language s inc luded in thi s group have a system of c lassificat ion 
very like those of the modern Romance language s ,  i . e .  they dist inguish 
feminine from masculine among living creatures ; inanimat e nouns are not 
marked . For this rea son it is inappropriate to speak o f  a mascu1ine­
feminine divis ion . Any noun that is  not feminine falls int o the other 
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o las s . Feminine is  marked ( usually by suffix ) non-feminine i s  unmarked .  
Perhaps Lat i n  may provide a rough parallel i n  that the basic  gender 
system in Lat in is masculine-feminine : the neuter is really a special 
subgroup o f  the masc uline , agre eing with the latt er in most o f  its  
endings ( exc ept a formal nominative-accusat ive divis ion in the neut er ) ,  
but having a separate set o f  case  markings f or feminine . The d iffer­
ence is that in Latin and the Romanc e language s ,  the gender i s  
' grammat ical ' , i . e .  large ly independent o f  actual fact , whi le i n  the 
Australian language s ,  as in Engl ish , only female reference is marked 
as femini ne . Pronouns under this s ystem mark s he as distinct from h e  

and i t ,  but d o  not distinguish t h e  latter two . 
The area o f  occurrence of this type o f  noun c lass ification i s  l i sted 

by Schmidt ( 19l9b : 11-12 ) as that o f  the Kana languages o f  his  South 
Central G roup , tho s e  of his M iddle and North Kuri G roup , Bandj along 
and Hal i fax Bay in North Queens land . For these he gives the following 

forms : 

Masculine Feminine 

Nom . Erg . Nom . Erg . 

Diyari n a u  n u l u  n a n l n a n d r u  

Kana-type n u : n u : d u : n u n  n u n d u  

Darg�nj ung n J uwa n u n d uwa  

Awaba n J u wawa n uwa b uwu n d u a  

G adhang n J uwa  n j u n d a , n j u d uwa 

Bandj along n J u l 1 n J u l a J u n J a n  n J a n d u 1 l 

Yugumb ir n j u l a  n j u l a g a n  

Schmidt ' s  entry for ' North Hal i fax Bay ' i s  mas c . b a l u ,  fern . y a : l u . , 
but the alloc at ion to  prec ise  languages i s  uncertain and the se  are 
better d isregarded . 

There i s  one occurrence o f  a masculine-feminine dist inct ion that 
has been noted by Capell  in the Roper River area , among prefixing 
languages :  M ara has a distinct ion of two genders in the 3rd person 
singular pronoun and in the demonstrat ive s . Thi s d i s t inct ion i s  found 

l
The ergative form i s  not listed by Holmer , from whom the list i s  taken , but appears 

to be likely in the language . It may be noted in pass ing that ergative and non­
ergative languages both share the s e  features . 
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also in Alawa , but in the latter language the adj ect ive i s  involved 
along with the verbal subj ect in the concord . Alawa i s  therefore 
c las sed with the dual -classifying language s ,  whi le Mara b elongs to  the 
group here under considerat ion . M ara is not an ergat ive language , and 
the pronominal forms are only n a Qg a y a , he and Q a y a r a , s h e . The two 
sent ence s thi8 man i8 de ad and t h i s  woman is dead appear in M ara as : 

1 .  g a r l y i ma r  n i n j a  Q a b a R  u m a  

man t h i 8  dead is 

2 .  g i r i y a Q i n d a  Q a b a R  uma  

woman thi8 dead is  

as against the Alawa equ ivalent s :  

1 .  l i l m i  n i : n d a  way nma  n l r i  
man this dead i8  

2 .  g i r i ya a n Q i n d a  a nwa y n ma a r i  

woman this de ad i s  

where a prefix a n - marks the feminine i n  both demonstrative and 
adj ective , with the verb di fferent ly marked for gender . 

In Mara , howeve r ,  a de ictic  n a n a  serves to  define nouns either 
masculine or feminine or referring to  things : n a n a  b a r a w u , the 8 hip 

(Malay p r a u ) ;  n a n  d j a n a wa , the li t t le gir l .  It i s  usable even with 
a noun that carries a built-in possessive : n a n a  wa b i ma r ,  y our father _ 

a special 2nd person form . 
A short form n a - i s  very frequent ly prefixed to  non-feminine nouns : 

n a - b u l a n ,  the buake t ;  even p lace name s such as  n a - D a rw i n  and as in 
the sentence n a Qg a y a  n a -wamb i - y u , he ( i s )  the -hous e - a t  or he is  in  the 

h o us e . There is  a much rarer feminine prefix n j a - , as in n j a - r a d b u r - y u  
wa - l l n d u , t h e  aamp - t o  h e - goes ; d a l a  g u n b u n j a - n a l w a r - y u , s h e  fe l l  the 

ground- to , or n J a - Q u g u - y u , into the wa ter . In mos t  cases this does 
not seem to  b e  considered nece s sary when the noun refers to a feminine 
person , as 1n the two sentences  

b a n d i w u : wa d j awu l b a ,  head g i v e  ( t o )  o Zd-man 

w u : wa d u : l a d j a wu l b a Q l n j a ,  give Zeg ( t o )  o l d-woman that  

The definit e appears in the last element of the fol lowing sentence but 
not in  the f irst element which is  clearly feminine : 

g l r l ya b a d a d a  g u d i d  g a g a n j a n a - r a l g a 

(the ) ",<,man b aby wi Z Z- aarry ( i n )  the-bag 
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there i s  n o  corresponding p lural or dual , unl e s s  the normal markers o f  
the noun ( w u r u - dual , and wa l a - p lura l )  are to  be so c ons idered . 

The same prefix n a - will appear in the M C  languages  of Rose River 
and G roote Eylandt , where they can be prec eded in turn by the noun 
class  marker , e . g .  Ros e River : a - R a Qa g , a - n a - R a Q a g , wood, tre e .  

There i s  a s imilar difference o f  degree o f  definitene s s . 

3 .  G RAMMAT I CA L  C L A S S I F I CAT I ON O F  N O U N S  

Amongst t h e  systems in which the classificat ion o f  nouns i s  differ­
ent from those known in European languages ,  several subgroups can be 
dist inguished . 

l .  The language s of Cape York area o f  North Queensland . 

2 .  The language s o f  north-eastern New South Wale s .  

3 .  The languages o f  Arnhem Land and t h e  Northern Kimberle y , 
( a )  c lassificat ion by suffix , 
( b )  classi ficat ion by pre fix . 

Both types may occur at onc e : a noun may carry prefix and suffix at 
the same t ime - somet imes but not always the same morpheme : the form 
is P + R + S ,  where P = prefix , R = root , and S = suffi x . Some 
languages have R + S ,  some have P + R + S ,  and some have P + R .  The 
impression that grows up in a comparat ive study of the s e  language s i s  
that the real pattern i s  P + R + S ,  but that in s ome areas i t  become s 
¢ + R + S ,  and in others P + R + ¢ .  In areas where one o f  the ¢ forms 
occurs , the ¢ can often be filled in adj e c t ives or other part s o f  
speech by the miss ing member of t h e  pair , i . e .  the P + R + S system 
would seem to  b e  original . This c laim will be abundant ly i llustrated 
in sub sequent pages .  In the rarer cases in which pos s e s s ion is marked 
by a prefix , this prefix may , in a very few language s ,  supplant P ,  and 
oc cur in the concord of t he noun phrase  and even the verb phrase . 
Here , u s ing p = possession,  the pattern would be N = p + R ± S ,  and 
the noun phrase would appe ar as  

NP  P + R ± S + P + A ± S + 
Here , my s trong righ t arm would be repre sented by a pattern such as 
p + arm ± S + P + s trong ± S + P + righ t ± S ,  p being in each case  the 
prefix representing my . 

In most o f  these c omplicated c lassificat ion systems , the number o f  
the noun i s  e ither not represented , o r  only in nouns referring t o  
l iving human beings . 
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4 .  C LA S S I F I CAT I ON B Y  D E T E RM I NAT I V E S  

4 . 1 .  C a p e Y o r k  P e n i n s u l a L a n g u a g e s  

In the language s of Cape York,  a t ype of class ificat ion i s  often 
found in  which a generic noun precedes a specific , e . g .  anima l h orse 

for hors e .  The generic noun c an b e  used independently i f  desired , but 
as a rule the spec ific noun will not be used alone . The term 

' det erminat ive ' app lied to such compound express ions rests  on the 
hieroglyphic ' determinat ive ' frequent ly found in As syrian and Egypt ian 
scripts , which precedes  ( or at t imes follows ) a word in hieroglyphic 
or cuneiform script , to make clear what part icular obj ect is  intended . 
A c ertain word may be a common noun , but in the context is  referring 
t o  a person or place , and is  preceded by the symbol for town , god, king,  

etc . Thi s i s  pre c i sely the funct ion o f  the generic term in the 
language s under discussion . The term was introduced by Capell ( in 
Capell 1 9 56 : 4 4 ) . 

One of the c l earest examples  of this type of classificat ion i s  seen 
in the Thayorre language o f  Cape York ( Hall 1972 : 7 0 ) . Hall finds that 
' at least 15 indec linable classi fiers dist inguish all nouns by their 
pre sence or absence ' ,  e . g . m i � ,  hun tab l e  prey ; y a k ,  snake s ; R u r ,  
i n s e c ts ; r a a k ,  times ; � a n , re l a tive s ; � o k , liquids , etc . These  are 
then followed by a spe c i fic noun , the two in compounding act ing as a 
s ingle word-phrase ,  e . g .  m i �  mo p � u � , pied goos e ; R u r mo p � u � , b u t terfly , 

m o t h .  Somet imes the spec ific can be used alone , but then with a 
different s ignificance , e . g .  wa � ,  ghos t ,  devi l ,  white man > m i �  wa � ,  
enormous e ag l e . Once the phrase has been used , the determinat ive may 
replac e the specific : m i �  k o t o �  . . .  m l �  I � ' �  . . . this . . . . In thi s 
situat ion there is  no parallel with prefixes  of noun c lass  farther 
west : they can never be independent forms . Hall adds : ' C la s sifiers  
are phono logically , not grammat ically , bound to a head . All are 
obligatory except ( k u t a )  y a r ma n , hor s e . '  

This phenomenon has cons iderable spread in this part o f  Austral ia ; 
nor i s  it actually limited t o  Australia . M ore frequent ly such markers 
appear as  numeral coeffici ent s in  languages of South-East Asia and 
e l sewhere . They seem t o  be quite an o ld device of language t o  spec i fy 
meaning . It will appear later that some , at least , of these determina­
t ives have served as point s of origin for c las s markers found farther 
we st . This applied e spec ially to a root * m a y i ,  vege tab le food , which 
appears in the more westerly languages  o f  this type as  ma - ,  prefix for 
tree s , food s ,  and showing , in spite of varying uses in different 
language s ,  its origin as a free determinat ive . In Maranunggu o f  the 
Daly River area , the word appears in reverse  shape as m i y a ,  vege tab l e  
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lood , and as  an element in m l y a b e r l y a ,  water li ly and other food 
name s ( Tryon 1 9 7 0 : 52 .  See 5 . 5 .  infra . ) .  

4 . 2 .  T h e  Oj i r b a l P h e n omenon  

1 4 9  

There i s  o ne region in Australia where free forms are used t o  mark 
noun c las se s . Thi s i s  in North Queensland , in the region o f  Cairns , 
amongst what has been called the Rain Forest peoples .  The language 
best known and u sed here as illustrat ion is Dj irbal , a detailed s tudy 
of which is to be found in Dixon ' s  The Vyi4bal Language 0 6  N 04�h 

Queen�land ( Dixon 1972 : 44 and refs . ) .  

There are several features  wh ich mark thi s language off from 
others : 

1 .  The markers ,  four in number , precede the noun , but do not require 
c oncord throughout the NP , and do not influence the VP at all , except 
for c ertain direct ional s . 

2 .  They are not equivalent to a definite art ic l e , although they occupy 
the same posit ion in the sent ence as  the art icles  do in English . At 
the same t ime they are not equivalent to the s imilar markers in M awng 
( Capell  and Hinch 1 9 70 ) , although they occupy  the same posit ion in the 
sent ence - moreover the latter are repeated with each element of the 
NP . Semant i c ally they do not carry the same idea of definit enes s . 

3 .  There i s  a st rong locali s ing idea in them . 

4 .  Each c lass  has three markers , which are conc erned with the di stance 
o f  the referent from the speaker : 

b a l a - indicate s  visible and there . 

y a l a - indicates vis ible and h e re . 

Q a l a - indicates that the referent i s  invisible . 

5 .  The number o f  referent s i s  not involved , a s  i s  the case with some 
of the pre fixed markers in other languages .  

The nominat ive forms of the indicators are somewhat irregular . They 
are formulat ed as follows : 

Cl . I .  b a y l 

g l y l  

( Dixon 1 9 7 2 : 4 5 ) . 

I I . b a l a n 

g l n J a n  

Q a l a n 

III . b a l a m 

g i n J a m  

Q a l am 
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The se  are not comparab le with the forms used in any of  the other 
Australian languages treated here . They locate rather than define in 
the sense that art ic l e s  define in mo st European languages ,  i . e .  

ba l a n d J u g u m b i l I) a l) g u l 
there woman (invisib le ) 

y a R a l) g u  b a y a n  
man s ings 

man i s  heard, but not s e e n ,  s inging t o  woman there ( Dixon 1 9 7 2 : 4 6 ) . 
The semant ic range of each c lass often seems hard to  define . Dixon 

elsewhere ( 1968 : 12 0 )  summarises them in terms of certain basic concept s :  

Cl . I 

Cl . I I  

C l . I I I  

C l . IV 

( b a y i ) :  animat ene s s ; ( human ) masculinity . 

( b a l a n ) : ( human) femininit y ;  wat er j fire ; l ightning . 

( b a l a m ) : edible vegetab les and fruit . 

( b a l a ¢ ) : is  a residue class , dealing with everything else . 

He admit s  that the scope of  Class IV i s  very unsat i sfactorily defined -
but a similar prob lem has come up in other MC languages concerning a 
corre sponding clas s . He goes on to  specify some more detailed rules 
for c la s s ification which are not required here . The concern here at 
pre sent i s  rather with the forms than the usage of  these class e s . It 
i s  quite c lear that in Dj irbal the same problem of c lass ificat ion as in 
other languages ha s been solved in a very di fferent way . The hi storical 
que stion is  whether this represents a lat er or an earlier solut ion than 
in the north of  Australia . Thi s que stion will be reserved for the 
c losing sect ion of the paper . 

Another important point i s  that Dj irbal i s  an ergat ive language , and 
therefore the ergat ive i s  expre ss ed in the markers . Thi s i s  done in a 
rather complicated way ; the marker carries three part s : stem, case , 
c lass  s ign . The nominative is zero , and in most cases irregular . 
Taking C l .  I marker b a l a - ,  the nominat ive is  ba - y i ; the er gat ive 
( instrumental ) b a - I) g u - l ; dat ive ba - g u - l ,  genit ive ba - I) u - l j in C l .  I 
ya l a - forms replace the stem itself  by g i y i , giving g i y i . y a - I) u - l .  
y a - g u - l and y a - I)u - l  respect ively . The I) a l a - forms replace the root by 
I) a y i in the nominat ive but otherwise are the same . Thi s sugge s t s  that 
three place markers , originally taking case  endings only , have later 
developed int o c las s markers as a kind of supplement by suffix , and 
that these languages there fore belong to the suffixing group . Thi s 
also will be a matter for later c onsiderat ion . 

For the pre s ent , the detail here given i s  enough to set out the 
patterning in thi s area of Aus tral ia . Certainly it is enough to show 
the d ifferenc es  between the Dj irbal sy stem and the others already 
ment ioned or to be mentioned later , and to sugge st that in Dj irbal 
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class ificat ion has pos s ibly been a late development . 
There is  no formal pluralisat ion of  these markers ;  p lural of  nouns 

may be marked by reduplicat ion where neces sary . 

5 .  C LA S S I F I C AT I ON O F  P R E F I X AT I ON 

5 . 1 . T h e  N o r t h e rn K i m b e r l ey L a n g u a ge s l 

In the Northern Kimb erley Divis ion of  We stern Australia there are 
three c ommunalec t s  whi ch may r ightly  be ranked as  ' language s '  in terms 
of mutual intelligibility tests . These  are the ' northern ' languages 
( with dialectal subdivis ions ) ,  Ngarinj in and Worora . Other forms of 
speech should rather be c lassed as dialect s .  Those  on which some 
informat ion is available are the following : 

Proto-Northern Kimberley Language 

I 
Northern 

I 
Wunambal 
Wilawila 
G ambera 
G inan 
Forrest R .  

I 

Worora 
Jawdj ibara 
Windj arumi 
Unggumi 
Unggarangi 
Umida 

I 
Southern I 

Nga r i n j i n  
G uwidj 
M unumburu 
Wolj amidi 
Waladj angari 

The locations of these languages and d iale c t s  are shown on Map 2 

which embodies also a number of  the surrounding languages .  The latter 
are of  two kinds : those  on the south-west belong to  the Dampier Land 
group . One of them , Warwa , is either a meet ing p lace of both groups ,  
or at least has been very strongly influenced by the neighbouring 
Northern Kimberley languages .  ( For an account of Nj igina and Warwa , 
see Capell 1 9 5 3 . )  On the south , adj oining the Dampier Land languages 
on the east , is Bunaba . This seems to b e  genet ically related to the 
Northern Kimb erley languages ,  for there is shared vocabulary , and the 
verbal system is closely akin to that of the Northern Kimberley , but 
Bunaba lacks noun classe s . Thirdly , on the eas t , covering the Ord 
Valley and extending into the Northern Territory , is the Dj erag G roup . 
This s e ems t o  be more c losely akin t o  the Northern Kimberley languages 
than i s  Bunaba ;  its  verbal system . is pract ically the same in princ iple 
as that of  the Northern Kimberley . There i s  shared vocabulary , and 

I
This section i s  reproduced by permiss ion fram an article by the author in Oc� 

53 : 54-65 , 1972 . 
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Key to Unguagel: 
1 . Wun.mbll 
2.Wil.wil. 
3. Glimber. 
4. Glnan 

Nort��:o,;g:.
berl'" 

7. Jawdjlberll 

5. Forrl.t River 

8. Windjaruml 
9. Ungguml 

10. Uogger.".,i 
1 1 . Umtda 

A. Ojerag Group 
17. Ii) Gidia 
17. Iii} Guluwarin 
17. WII Mlrlwon 
17. Ii..,) Gadjerong 

18 

19 . " . . . . . 

12. Ngerinjin 
13. Guwidu 

17(1) 

/ 

:/ 

14. Munumburu 
15. Woljamldi 
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there are  noun c las ses , but only  two  o f  them . The c lasses  are not 
only of different c ontent from those of the Northern Kimb erley , but 
work on different prinC iple s ,  and are marked ent irely by suffixes ,  
not a c ombinat ion o f  prefixes and suffixes ,  l i ke those o f  the Northern 
Kimberley . Neither Bunaba nor the Dj erag languages are cons idered in 
the present paper . 

In the d iagram preceding , no ' t ype  language ' has been itali c i zed 
for the northern s ect ion , but only for the other two . Thi s has been 
done because the northern dialects  are all more or less mutually 
int e lligible . Between s outhern Wunambal and Forrest River there i s  
probably the greatest  difference , but even this does not make the two 
mutually unintelligible . Between any of these  and Worora and Ngarinj in 
there is much more differenc e ,  including difference o f  grammat ical 
princ iples in the noun-phrase  ( N P ) , and it  is  probab le that in  the 
o lder days when peoples did not mix s o  much there would not have been 
mutual  intel ligibility b etween them and e ither of them and the nort h .  

The adj e c t ive may be d isposed of briefly because it  i s  the s imp ler 
c as e . The Northern Kimberley languages all have mult iple c las s ificat ion 
o f  nouns . The number o f  noun classes  varies between four in s outhern 
Wunamba1  and six  in the other northern 1anguage s . l Ngarinj in , Worora 
and the other s outhern languages have each five classes  on this  
reckoning . 

The semant ic c ontent o f  the classes  does not conc ern the pre sent 
discussion,  though it will be  set out below . The c lasses  are formally 
marked by prefixe s ,  though Worora and Unggumi in part icular also use 
suffixe s ,  o ften concurrently  with the prefixe s .  Both are used c on­
current ly in Laragiy a ,  the language of Darwin , Northern Territory , now 
almo st ext inc t . There i s  conc ord of prefix between the nonn and all 
its  dependenc i e s  within the NP : pronoun , adj ect ive , and numeral .  
Ngarinj in examp les o f  this c oncord system are shown in the diagram 
following : 

Class  I 

Class  I I  

a � 1 d J l r l a � g a � a r i  • a n e r  ma r a  

man that big who-went 8 e e ing 

w o � a J  n j i n d i  n j a n e r  n J a �g a � a r l  
woman that  big who-went 

a �o n i 
I-did- t o - him 

• n j a �o n i m a r a  
8 e e ing I- did- to-her 

l
Thi s reckoning rests o n  c ounting the per sonal plural a s  a separate clas s , Class III , 

which is being done in the present series of studie s .  The patterning i s  borrowed 
from standard Bantu pract ice . 
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Class I I I  b u h � u  b I r I b u � u n e n e r  b l J a l) g a l)a r l  ma � a  
men those big who-we n t  se e ing 

b u n d o n i 

I-did- to- them 

Class  IV I) u r u l g 'i n d a  wu n e r  d a d  um a l)a r i  d i 
tree this big s tand i t-does-which that  

rna � a  wU l)on i 
s e e ing I-did- t o - i t 

Clas s V ma r o l a l e  m i n d a  ma n e r  wo : muwa n e r i l)a r i  
river this b i g  fZowing i t- does-which 

ma r a  mU l)on i 

s e e ing I-did- to- i t  

P lurali zation i s  possible  only for people ( C 1 s . I and I I ) ,  and C1 . I I I  
serves for t h i s  case ; other c lasses  do not dist inguish number . 

From these examples  it is  c l ear that prefixat ion i s  a basic princ iple 
o f  grammatical proce s s  in these language s ,  and this applies  t o  person 
as we ll as to class . In fact , person seems t o  be only a spec ial example 
of c la s s ificat ion . It i s  possible under certain condit ions to vary 
nouns and adj ect ives for person as well as for c las s .  In the Drysdale 
area , where e n d j i n  is  man , one can say n u r a - m i j a  g u r - e n d j i n - m i j a ,  y o u ­

t w o  ar e men , lit erally y o u - two y ou-me n - two . 

Amongst the nouns that , theoret ically at least , take personal pre­
fixe s are those  referring to part s of the body . The se do have their 
own class  assignment s ,  but if used with possessive prefix the latter 
runs through the whole concord , and not that of  the clas s . The pre­
fixes are in general identical with tho se of the subj ects  o f  intran­
sit ive verbs . In Ngarinj in , for instance , one can say a - I a l) g u n , h i s  

head , b i r - a l a l) g u n , their heads , and als o w - a l a l) g u n  and m - a l a l) g u n  i f  
the posses sors are C1s . IV o r  V .  The a - of C1 . I amalgamate s  with the 
a - of the stem .  Other than third person possession i s  marked s imilarly: 
I) i - a l a l) g u n , my h e ad , n j a l) - a l a l) g u n , y our head. etc . 

However , many body part s are not constructed in this way : r a l) g u , 
h e ar t ,  gives r a l) g u  I) e : n a l) g a , my h e ar t , r a l) g u  n j a l)a n a l) g a , y our hear t ,  

� a l) g u  a n a l) g a , his  h e ar t .  Here the indep endent posses sives are used , 
such as are used with obj e c t s  in general - spears , yams , canoes or 
what not . 

In try ing to det ermine why s ome body parts take a prefixed 
posses sive while others do not , the student examines the semantic 
field in vain . Finally , it becomes c le ar that another princ iple is 
involved . Examinat ion shows that it i s  a matter of init ial consonants 
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as against init ial vowels . Nouns which b egin with a consonant are 
invariable for person ( including the person of the possessor ) .  ' No 
prefixat ion without init ial s tem vowel ' stands out as c learly as the 
old political s logan , ' no taxat ion without representat ion ' .  The 
semant ic principle - part of body - is overruled by the phonological 
princ iple - initial  stem vowel . 

Adj e c t ives yield the same result when the que st ion of  prefixation 
i s  examined . Only adj ect ives whose  stems begin with a vowe l can b e  
inflected for c las s . In Ngarinj in b u g u , li t t le is  invariab le ; - a l wa ,  
bad , can take all the class  pre f ixes .  Suffixat ion for number ( applied 
only to  personal nouns ) is  not thus limit ed : Ngarinj in b i r - a l wa - r i ,  
they two b ad . . . , carries the dual marker - r i , but this c an produce also 
b u g u - r i , they two l i t t le . . . .  There is  no s emantic que st ion at all , 
only a problem as t o  which sounds are allowed to o ccur together -
a problem of phonotact ic s . 

5 . 1 . 1 .  T h e  P r i n c i p l e s o f  N o u n - C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

Noun-clas sification i n  the Northern Kimberley language s i s  not 
connected with any phonotactic rul e ,  so far as appears nowadays , 
though the ab sence of  a class-marker on the noun itself  c ould possib ly 
owe its  or igin to  that rule . It is something quite separate and forms 
the second princ iple  to be d iscus sed in the present paper . Student s 
have found the que st ion so difficult that in general they have conc luded 
that there is no princ iple at all ,  and at an earlier stage the pre sent 
writer felt moved to the same c onc lus ion . 

Not only the Northern Kimberley languages c la s s i fy nouns , but there 
is a whole area of  noun-clas s i fying ( NC )  languages in Arnhem Land , 
stretching as far as  G roote Eylandt , Yanj uwa ( at Boroloo la ) and on the 
Barkly Tablelands . l In the se  areas the actual prefixes used in the 
Northern Kimb erley languages frequent ly recur in a way that cannot be 
acc idental , and some princ iple i s  therefore to  be expected . Further , 
some o f  the languages , e . g . Barkly Table lands , use suffixes  as  markers 
on t he nouns themselves , and these resemb le  the morpheme s that serve 
as concord prefixes in the Northern Kimberley languages .  Other 
languages use both prefix and suffix simultaneous ly , and the se  inc lude 
some Northe rn Kimberley language s such as Unggumi . It seems that a 
c lear and anc i ent Austra lian princ iple i s  be ing followed , even i f  it i s  
not pos s ible  d iachronically t o  trac e it s history . The sec ond part o f  

� 

l See infra 5 . 2 . 5 .  
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this sect ion will therefore cons ider what c an safely be said at this 
stage conc erning the NC system in the Northern Kimberley languages . 

What has not been not iced hitherto - because there has been no over­
all comparison of the various Northern Kimberley language s ,  is that 
two quite different princ iples ar e found north and south of the Northern 
Kimberley area respect ive ly . The north di sregards sex dist inct ion , 
and man and woman belong t o  the same NC . The sec ond makes the dist inc­
t ion man belongs to Cl . I and woman to C l .  II . The northern is  con­
c erned with the grouping of nouns on certain line s ;  the south also 
group s nouns , but al lows sex a voi c e  in the grouping . The two subsets  
o f  NC language s in the Northern Kimberley region are therefore : 

Type I :  Forrest River , Ginan , G ambera , Wunambal ( north 
and s outh ) .  

Type II : Worora , Jawdj ibara , Windj arumi , Unggarangi ,  
Umida , Unggumi , and all Ngarinj in dialect s .  

The Dj erag language s have only two c lasses  which are marked by 
suffixes that are not morphological ly identifiable with those  of the 
Northern Kimb erley . l Bunaba does not classify . Type I language s have 
six  c lasses , �xc ept southern WUnambal , which has only four ; the 
southern Type II language s each have five . 

The southern group will be di scussed first , us ing Worora as the 
type language because  its forms are fuller than those of Ngarinj in . 

The int erchange of prefix and suffix is  not uncommon in these 
languages .  Nouns in Ngarinj in and the northern group do not have s 
suffixes - this seems to be due t o  a sort of phonetic  breakdown that 
cannot be discussed here . In Worora many non-nominals carry suffixes 
o f  c las s ,  e . g .  Q a ' n i j a ?  where (is  h e ) ; Qal n a m ?  where (is  i t ) ? ,  e . g . a 
p lac e ; d a m b i j u - m  m - a n a Qg a - m , i ts p Lace . Unggumi , Q a m u - n g a  mi Lk , 

Ngarinj in Q a m u - n  (both C l .  IV ) ; ma r a Q u - n j a ,  s un ( C l .  II ) ,  Worora and 
Windj arumi ; Jawdj ibara Q - a w u d j a -m , my hair : initial Q - , my , final -m , 
C l . V .  

lSee infra 7 . 5 . 1 .  
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I 
a -

I I I  
b t r -

I 
1 -

I I I  
a r -

N O R T H  S O U T H  

\ Ngarinj in Worora 

I \ 
\ \ 

I 

I I  I V :  
'---------' 

m -

Sharing o f  noun classes  amone Northern Kimb erley 
language s 

Rat ional males i : d j  a ,  man 

Masculine Irrat ional males g a n a l)g u r  i ,  

Assoc iated obj e c t s  ( with male s )  d j l n a l j a , 

Rat ional females wO l) a j i n j a ,  
Feminine Irrat ional females g a n a l) gu d j , 

Assoc iated obj ect s (with female s )  J a l) g a l d j a ,  

Non-animates ( not associated with 
male or female ) 

157  

dog 

spear 

woman 

b i tch 

wommera 

Neuter l .  G eneral I) uwon u ,  tre e 

2 .  Local or terrestrial conne c t ion d a m b i J um ,  camp 

Number indicat ion i s  confined to personal and - in this language -
assoc iated non-personal nouns . 

G ender system in Worora as c ompared with c lass  
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In Worora , the princ iples o f  classificat ion , so far as they are 
still  regular , are shown in Tab le 1 ;  the term ' assoc iated nouns ' has 
been introduced to deal with inanimate obj e cts , such as spears , which 
become Cl . I or C l . I I  through be ing associated with personal beings . 
The spearthrower i s  the servant of the spear as the woman i s  the 
servant of the man ,  so  that the spear become s Cl . I and the spear­
thrower Cl . I I . They are not masculine or feminine but used by be ings 
who are - theirs is a derived , condit ional c lassificat ion . Diagram 2 
shows the scheme that results in Worora . 

The Worora sy stem i s  based on a gender system ,  t o  which a class  
system has been fitted . The possible complicat ion of such a doub le 
system ,  given a met hod of concord ind ication that invo lve s simultaneous 
prefixing and suffixing can be seen in the following Worora NP 

wo � a j i - n j a n j i n d - j a  m - a j a r u - m  m - a r u � - a n d u - m n j - a � g a - n a � g a - n d u - m 
woman- I I  II-this-II  V-house -V V-number base- two-V I I -s h e - of- two-V 

t h i s  woman ' s  two houses .  Not all phrases are as complicated as thi s ,  
and the Ngarinj in languages d o  not have suffixation o f  this kind , but 
that pattern is typical of the southern languages . 

The northern language s know nothing of gender indicat ion , and the 
system i s  ent irely one of clas s , i . e .  nouns are grouped into 
s ense-group s ,  which ar e not ideal , espec ially with regard to 
ing o f  body part s , but which do repre sent a real patterning . 
scheme for the north is  as follows : 

Nouns 

I I I 
Animat e Inanimate 

I I I I 

certain 
the plac­

The 

I Non- I Manufactured 
Rat ional 

I 
b -
I 

Rat ional 
I 

a ­
Il 

General 
I 

Ground 
m-
V 

I 
Non-G round 

w - / g -
IV 

I 
n ­
VI 

G ender system in Worora as compared with class  

'Manufactured ' i s  here subst ituted for the term ' art ificial ' used 
earlier . It  refers to things such as the boomerang , canoe , and even 
honey (manufactured by bees ) ,  and European goods have a tendency to 
find themselves in Cl . VI . In C l . I both male and female are found , 
and they share a common p lural , Cl . III , b ·j r .  In Forrest River dialect , 
then , b i g  man is  b - e n d j l n  b i - n ewi r ,  b i g  woman , �a l i b i - n ewi r ,  as agains t 
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Ngar1nj in a - f u  a - n ewY r and wo� a J  n J - a n e -w Y r  respect ively . Nouns can 
be  tran s ferred from class  t o  c lass  with change of meaning . Forrest 
River � a : l i  C l . I ,  woman repre sent s C l . IV �a : l  i ,  pap e rb ark ; the woman 

is  the carrier of the paperbark basket . In the Drysdale region there 
has been a mysterious interchange of Cl . I and II : e n d j i n  a - m r i g e  
a - n e wi r ,  man b i g  one , and a - m b a  b u - m r Y g e  b i n ewi r ,  k angaroo b i g  one , 

which i s  very hard t o  explain . 
This type of classificat ion i s  found in Laragiya , o f  the Darwin 

area o f  the Northern Territ ory , but the gender-c lass system is commoner 
in Arnhem Land , dealt with next . 

5 . 2 .  M u l t i p l e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  A r n h em L a n d  L a n g u a g e s  

5 . 2 . 1 .  P re l i m i n a ry 

MC languages are by no means limited t o  the Northern Kimberley 
area ;  a cons iderable number o f  them are found also in Arnhem Land . 
They are the fo llowing : 

A .  Northern Arnhem Land 

I .  1 .  Laragiya 
2 .  Mangeri-Urningangg 
3 .  M awng 

II . 1 .  G unwinj gu 
2 .  G unbalang 
3 .  Burera-Gudj alavia-Gungorogone 

B .  Southern Arnhem Land 

1 .  Nunggubuyu 
2 .  Anindilj awgwa 
3 .  Wandarang 
4 .  Ngand1 
5 .  Ngalagan 
6 .  Yanj uwa 

C .  Daly River Area 

1 .  Mulluk Subgroup 
2 .  Daly Subgroup 
3 .  M aranunggu Subgroup 
4 .  Wogadj Subgroup 
5 .  Dj emeri Subgroup 
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D .  Vic t oria River 

1 .  Nungali  
2 .  Wardaman 

In addition there is a group of MC languages spoken in the Barkly 
Tablelands are a :  these , however , mark class  by suffixe s ,  not prefixe s ,  
although some of the suffixes  are morphological variant s of the 
prefixes of  the northern languages .  These  will be discussed in the 
fol lowing section . 

Certain other language s ,  both in the Kimberley area ( East Kimberley ) 
and in Arnhem Land , are dual c lassifying , i . e .  have only two noun 
c lasse s . These are treated in subsect ions 6 and 7 i n fra . 

The subdivis ions indicated in the Arnhem Land MC language s are based 
on ( a )  the number of noun c lasses  and ( b )  the forms of the prefixe s .  
At the basis o f  all the language s there are cert ain prefixes held in 
common , espec ially ma - of plant and arboreal nouns , and a general 
inanimate group marked by g u - .  The languages of the south deviate 
considerably from those of the nort h ,  although the ma - and g u - c lasses  
are  generally pre s ent . The southern language s are much more com­
plicated than those of the north and it is not easy to decide on how 
to arrange the c lasses , espec ially in Nunggubuyu and Anindilyawgwa . 
The seemingly more ' archaic ' language s of Mangeri and Urningangg stand 
apart in many ways from the others , but bear some still uncertain 
relat ionship to Mawng . In this part of the area also there are two 
ins tance s  of pairs of language s ,  one of wh ich has noun classes  and the 
other does not ,  yet both share a cons iderable amount of vocabulary 
and a number of  features of grammar . Jiwadj a has no noun classes , but 
is clearly c losely related to Mawng . Ngandi shares a large area of  
vocabulary �ith  the north-eastern languages of the  Murngin or  Wulamba 
group . The lat ter have no noun classes . In Ngandi , where the same 
roots occur , they have c lass prefixe s ,  e . g .  Ridarngu wa � u , dog , Ngandi 
a wa � u ; Ridarngu d a g a l , che e k , Ngandi g u d a g a l .  Verb roots are also 
shared , e . g .  Gubabwiyngu Q a r a  m a R Qg i , I know , Ngand i Q a m a R Q g i .  Some 
agreement s with the G unwinj gu area are also pre sent ; both languages 
have c las ses but Ngandi c lass ificat ion differs : Gunwinj gu g u n - d j e n , 
fi s h , Ngandi a - d j e n . Yet Ngandi has the g u - clas s als o ,  but it  has 
the extra ' animal ' c lass  that Gunwinj gu does not have . South of  the 
Daly River , Dj amindj ung has no noun classes but its  ' s ister ' language 
Nungali  has five c lasses . The following sentences show this curious 
paral lelism :  
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Mayali ",�)... GUnd'jdJem.

��_�_�_ 
kilometres 

Key: Capilli, . norw:l.nif ... lng'I.� 
Lower � .. .  multtpl.-cl .. ifying l.ngtMQM 

Map 3: 1.8,.,."" of North-wenern Arnhem Land 

1 6 1  

100 



1 6 2  A .  CAPELL 

1 .  Men these three big 

Nungali 
Dj amindj ung 

d i y i mb u l y i d a : b u y i d a n mu l u  d i n a : d j  
d j u m b u l y u n d J u mu r g u n mu l u  l u b a  

2 .  Women t h e s e  t h r e e  b i g  

Nungali 
Dj amindj ung 

n j a � a r u �  y i n j a m b u  y i n j a nmu l u  n j a n a : d j  
ma l e y i  y u n d j u  mu r g u n m u l u  l u b a  

No  reason can be given so far for such parallel oc currenc e s . Nungali  
concordanc e  is  full , as in other Me languages ;  Dj amindj ung has never 
deve loped c lasses . Dj amindj ung g u n buwa  � a r g i n a ,  my birthp �ace , becomes 
Nungali  n i - l a l a n  n i - � a r g l n a ,  both nouns carrying a prefix ( and Nungali 
l a l a n  i s  Ngarinj in for the dreamtime ) .  So also Dj amindj ung d j u w u d  
� u �g i n a ,  y our eye , i s  Nungali m i - y a � a r g i n  m i - n u � g i n a .  The languages  
differ considerably in vocabulary , but are yet  ' paralle l '  in the  same 
way as J iwadj a-Mawng , Ridarngu-Ngandi .  

In a s imilar way , Wardaman in the Katherine section of the Daly River, 
has noun c lasses , whereas Wageman , Dj awan and Yangman do not . 

5 . 2 . 2 . L a r a g i y a  

Laragiya was spoken - and still has one o r  two speakers - i n  the 
area now occupied by Darwin and its ne ighbourhood . It is  a five-c lass 
language , of  the type of  the nort hern section of the Northern Kimberley , 
i . e .  it has a ' human ' class but no dist inct ion between masculine and 
feminine : it i s  a ' Bant u '  type , as against the languages of the 
southern sect ion of the Northern Kimberley already described . Another 
peculiarity of the language is that markers are s imultaneous ly prefixed 
and suffixed : b - i l a - v a , man ; m - a d b a r -ma , forehead.  The former points 
back to an early Australian root * b a d u � ,  man , and the latter to a root 
* ma l a r a , forehead.  While this paper is  not concerned to any degree 
with historical restorat ion , it  is  worth not ing that the root * b a d u � , 
which has retained i t s  init ial consonant in Laragiya , has then used 
that init ial consonant as a prefix for nouns of  this clas s , while it 
has again added a final vowel and used it as a suffix . The stop has 
become a bilabial fricat ive v ( a  rare sound in Australi a )  in the 
proc e s s , produc ing - v a . While the consonant is retained in the plural 
( C l . I I : - b f r a ) ,  thi s seems to be a special case of the * b a r a that 
expresses  a personal plural so widely in thi s part of Australi a ,  and 
has been noticed earlier in this paper . It may also be added that 
Ngarinj in has a R u , man < * b a d u � ,  and has used the initial a - similarly 
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t o  mark the mascul ine class . The se facts  suggest that noun class ing . 
at l east here . is a c omparatively late phenomenon . Something more will 
be said on these matters  in the conc luding section . 

Laragiya noun c lasses  are as follows : 

Class  I :  b - . . •  - v a , e . g .  b - i l � - v a , man ; ' b - i n j i d - b a , woma n .  

C las s I I : b - . . .  ( b t ) r a ,  personal plural s : b - i l t - r a men ; 

b - i n j i d - b t ra , wome n .  

Class  I I I : g - . . .  ( g ) wa ,  general impersonal : 
g - a R u -wa , water ; g -w i n - gwa , nose  

C lass IV : m . • .  -ma : liquids and s ome other nouns : 
d - a mu : l - ma , river ; m - a l u -ma , head . 

Class V :  d - . . .  - d a / l a :  les ser animal s  and some other 
nouns : g - u d g l - d a , opo s s um ; d a - ma d j i - l a ,  

b lood . 

There i s  s ome rather strange cros sing of group s .  by which the prefix 
of one class  is comb ined with the suffix o f  another . e . g .  m - u y a - gwa , 
b one ( IV + I II ) . Here possess ion has p layed a part in that suffix is  
t o  be taken as i ts .  d a l i r a ,  sun , has probably b een affected by  
mythology ; g uwa : g uwa : v a ,  arow . i s  really Cl . I ( va )  in spite  of begin­
ning with g u - ( II I ) . A Laragiya grammar at pre sent under preparation 
will endeavour to deal with these matters more sat i s factorily than is 
pos sible here . 

Interchange of c lass also arises  from semant ic causes , e . g .  b i r i l ­
va ( I )  human hair > b i r i  l - ma ( IV ) , hairb e l t , d a ma d j i - l a  ( V ) , b lood > 

d a m a d J i d a ma d j i - gwa ( II I ) ,  red pain t .  

Laragiya concord is  exact ly like that of the Kimb erley region . 
inc luding its  pre sence in s ome words that in European language s are 
local adverb s ,  such as where in where are y o u  going ? Class  enters 
into the obj ect o f  transit ive verb s - the language is  not ergat ive ; 
y a ba b i d l a Q ,  he sp e ared him or her ; y a b a  Q a d l a Q ,  he speared me . 

This  i s  one of the more compli cated languages of the area , but 
serve s as a direct link with the language s of the Northern Kimb erley , 
e spec ially the northern sect ion o f  them . 

5 . 2 . 3 .  G a g a d j u 

Gagadj u appears t o  have been spoken on the lower part of the south 
Alligator River , acro s s  to the west Alligator . Today there are only a 
few speakers and these  usually live at Oenpelli M is s ion . It is  an 
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extremely interest ing language , and pre sent s a number of unusual 
feature s .  Be side s marking gender in the noun classes , by means of 
prefixe s ,  it ha s a set of suffixed gender markers that comb ine with 
number markers on the pronouns and verbs . 

The pronoun set i s  basically a s ingular set of four ( inc luding a 
3rd person feminine ) ,  t o  which suffixes are added marker number and 
gender . The personal stems are :  person 1 .  I) a n j - ;  2 .  I) i n j - ;  3 .  masc . 
n a : y u - , and 3 .  fem . I)a : y u - . The se take usually suffix -ma , which 
looks like an agent ive marker - not ergat ive , for this is  not an 
ergat ive language . Between stem and agent ive are added gender and 
number markers : dual masc . -ma n a - ,  dual fem . - n d j a - ;  plural masc . - d a - , 

fem . - m ba - . The re sult ing set is : 

Singular Dual Plural 

l .  inc l . m .  ma ' n E r a ma ma ' n E d a ma 

f .  ( ma ' n E d j ama ) ma ' n e m b a n a  

l .  exc l . m .  I) a ' m a n a ma ' I) a d ama 
I) a n j ma 

f .  I) a ' n d j a ma ' I) a m b a ma 

2 .  m .  I) i n j a ' ma n ama  I) i ' n j a d a ma 
I) i n j ma 

f .  I) i n ' j a n d j ama I) i ' n j a m b ama  

3 .  m .  ' n a : y uma n a n o ' y o n d j ama no ' yo d ama 

f .  ' I) a : y u ma I)o ' yo n d j ama I)o ' yo m b a ma 

Short forms o f  the bases are used t o  mark possession ,  e . g .  ma n e r a  
wa ' l a : l u  camp of you-and- I ;  I) i n a n d a  g a ' bo : n d j i , y our (pl . m . ) hou8e . 

Certain types of nouns pre fix possessive s ; the number o f  items 
posses sed is marked by suffixes - or it may be the possessors : 
I) a d j - b a r a l)a - ma n a , my two bro ther8 . 

Nouns are grouped into five c las ses , as are adj ect ives and demon­
stratives . The se are by prefix as a rule , but one demonstrat ive uses  
infixes , and y a n a , where ? uses suffixe s .  The noun itself carries  no 
marker of clas s .  The forms are : 

big t h i 8  t h a t  where ? 

Cl . I .  m i n i wa r a n a - ¢ - r i  n a - b i r i  y a n a  

I I .  n j i - m i n i wa r a  n j a - n a - ¢ - r i  n j i n a - b i r i  j a n a - n j a 

I I I . 

IV . g u - m i n i wa r a  n a - I) g a - r i n a - n a b i r i y a n a - I) g a  

V .  ma - m i n i wa ra n a - ma - r i  ma - n a b i r i y a n a -ma  



GRAMMATICAL CLASSIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 165  

The se are very remini scent o f  the Northern Kimberley , e spec ially the 
s outhern subgroup ( Worora-Unggumi , etc . )  where a similar set of pre­
fixes and suffixes  is found , though without the infix ing . There is 
very c l ear evidence also  in the variety of the above tables that both 
pre fixe s and suffixes originally c o-oc curred . 

The adoption of fore ign words often helps t o  show up class  c oncept s .  
A motor car t o  the Tiwi i s  m� t i k a ,  and end ing in - k a  i s  feminine ; to 
the G agadj u it i s  mo d o g a  and beginning with m is  C l . V:  mod o g a  maya y n i ,  

the m o t or car come s .  Sex p lays a part in c lass  allocation as in Worora 
and Ngarinj in ; so does mythology , e . g .  the moon as a male is m a � b a , 
Cl . I ;  the B un as a female is  g o ' bo l b a r a , Cl . I I . C l .  V c ontains trees 
and wooden obj e c t s , also manufactured goods made from wood ; C l .  IV 
embrac es  many lifeless  obj e c t s  such as g U ' d Qa l  i ,  fire , and wu ' Qa r i , smok e . 

5 . 2 . 4 .  U r n ; n g a n g g  a n d  M a n g e r ;  

The very few sp eakers o f  these two language s - U Q i Q a : Q g , M a Q e : R i  -
are domic i led nowadays at Oenpelli . They would seem t o  have l ived 
earlier about the east Alligator River , and the differenc es  b etween 
them ceem to be only at dialect  level : no actual test of status has 
been made . Both have a c omparat ive ly small CA cont ent , but such CA 
element s - or EA - belong t o  the same stratum as  in Mawng and neigh­
bouring language s .  Thus I is Qa : b  in Mangeri , Qo : g  in Urningangg ; 
w a te r  i s  o g o g  in both - apparent ly a reversal o f  * g u g u . Each i s  a 
four-class language , and it i s  not iceab le that a fifth class  answering 
to the personal plurals ( Cl .  I I I )  of the other languages studied here 
is  not found , for the se  two language s have a system of non- singular 
marking by suffixes .  This  is reminiscent of G agadj u ,  but morphologic­
ally different . The dual numb er is  marked by a suffix - mu n : Qa r g a , 
we > Qa r g a - m i n u w u - mu n , y ou and I and Q a n e - m i n u ,  we ( exc l . )  > Q a n e ­
m i n uw u - m u , he and I .  Here a dual is  being shown by -m i n u (wu ) and a 
non-singular by - mu n . In Mangeri simi larly Q a n a : n j ,  we ( excl . )  go and 
Q a n a : n J a m u n , he and I go . The verb incorporates  a pronoun obj ect , and 
the obj ect  forms of a transit ive verb therefore exhib it the class  o f  
the obj ect , a s  in most language s o f  this group . There is  full concord 
of al l variable part s of the sentenc e . Some of the Urningangg prefixes 
appear in the following paradigms : 
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Class I .  

I I . 

III . 

IV . 

thi8  

n a f)e n a n f)  

f) a d j  e f)a d j  

a f) a : j a f) 

A. CAPELL 

dead 

yawu l 

i n d j i wu l  

u g u l 

m i n d j a g u l 

8hort good 

a n i f) g u r b  a f) b i y a m u l a l  

i n i f) g u r b  n j i n b l ya m u l a l  

u n l f) g u r b  u n b i y a mu l a l  

ma n i f) g u r b  ma nw i y a m u l a l  

Number i s  then indicated by a suffix t o  the required class  form , so  
that nec e s s ity for C l .  III  of the other languages is  not felt - and 
the numbering of the above classes i s  not semantically equivalent to 
tho s e  of the languages earlier set out in this paper : see below on 
thi s  quest ion . The usual pluraliser is  - a d : for 8hor t ,  C l . I 
m u n u - n i f) g u r b - a d ; Cl . I I  m i r a n i f) g u r b - a d ; C l .  I I I  u - n l f) g u r b - a d ; Cl . IV 
ma n - i f) g u r b - a d . The pluraliser - a d  i s  found in Mawng and Jiwadj a also . 
The dual instead of - a d  suffixes - uwuma n as in the pronouns : dead , 

C l . I m i n - y u l u - wuma n ; C l .  I I  m i r a - g u l - a m u n ; C l .  III  u - g u l - a m u n ; C l .  IV 
m i n d j a g u l - a mu n .  The changes  in stem and the morphophonemic s  have not 
yet been worked out in full . There is no parallel to these  dual forms 
in the other two languages .  Mangeri forms di ffer very little from 
Urningangg . The Mangeri numeral one for instance , is : Cl . I i y awa : m ;  
C l . I I  i n d j awa : m ;  Cl . III  w i yawa : m ;  C l .  IV m a y awa : m .  It i s  hoped to 
pub l i sh later a fuller study o f  these languages in c omparison with 

M aung and Jiwadj a .  
The inc orporat ion in the verb i s  the same in Mawng : intransitive 

verb s mark class  in the subj ect , transit ive verb s mark it in the obj ect , 
and both are pre fixal ; the obj ect preceding the subj ect . 
Example : s tand , present , Urningangg 

Singular Plural Dual 

l .  incl . m u y a n d j  m u - ya n d j - a m u n  

l .  excl . f) a y a n d j  f) a n y a n d j  f) a n - y a n d j - a m u n  

2 .  i n d j a n d j  i n y a n d j  i n - y a n d j a m u n  

3 .  I .  j a n d j  m u n y a n d j  m u n - y a n d j - a m u n  

I I . i n d j a n d j  mu r a d j a n d j  m u r a - y a n d j - a m u n  

I I I . u y a n d j  u y a n d j  u - y a n d j - a m u n  

IV . ma n d j a n d j  ma n d j a n d j  ma n d - y a n d j - a m u n  

There i s  also a trial pos s ible here : m u - y a n d j -o : n d j , etc . suffixing 
the root of the numeral u f)o : n d j , thre e .  
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Whi le pronouns are used before nouns t o  indicate posses sion , some 
kinship t erms and body part s are least prefix pos s e s s ive s , adding 
number suffixes i f  required . A few o f  the obj ect  prefixes are 

exhibited in the fol lowing Urningangg sentenc e s : 

1 .  wu r i g  � u n J a wa : d J a - ma -wa R a g  

man us aame -us - after 

The  man aame after u s . 

2 .  i m - b a i - j a -wa R a g  
you- aame -me - after 

You fo t towed me . 

3 .  j a g i we n d j  a r a b i l m  me n j - a r - uwemb  

aroaodi te t e g  IV - I - b i t  

The aroaodi te b i t  h i s  t e g .  

From the verb i mewemb , I b i t e  i t ,  forms such as the following can b e  
produced o n  the basis of obj ect  - subj ect  - root : Cl . I subj ect 

me n j - a r - uwemb  
me - I - b i t  

n j - a r - uwemb  
you - I - bit  

- a m - uwemb  
I - I - b i t  

From these few note s ,  whi ch the length of this paper does not allow 
to be increased , it  is  c lear that these languages present a number o f  
complications not s e e n  i n  the other languages o f  North Australia , 
exc ept so far as they appear in Mawng or Jiwadj a .  The very small 
number o f  recogni sab le CA root s ,  as well as the c omp lex phonemic 
structure s ,  point to an old stage of language , which is seen also in , 
for example , Margu . 

5 . 2 . 5 .  N o r t h e rn A r n h em L a nd 

For the purpose o f  the pres ent survey , languages A . I .  and the whole 
of B may b e  taken t ogether . 

The c la s s  markers in the s e  languages are as follows : 
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C lass Mawng G unwinjgu G unbalang G ungorogone Burera 

I y i - n a - n a - a - a n -

I I  n i n j - I)a l - I)a  1 - d j  u - d j u n -

I I I  w i - b i r i - aw i r i - a b i r i -

IV wu - ( I) - g u ( n ) - g u ( n ) - g u - g u n -

V ma - ma n - ma ( n ) - m u - m u n -

VI aw-

There are other language s ( or dialect s :  no examinat ion has been 
mad e )  such as Gundj ebmi , Mayali , which be long to the G unwinj gu group ; 
G ungorogone i s  very closely relat ed t o  Burera , as also i s  Gudj alavi a .  
These  are not listed separately here . 

The coverage of the different classes  shows a good deal o f  local 
variat ion , and it is d ifficult t o  give detail in a short space . For 
Mawng reference should be m�de to Cape ll and Hinch 1970 : 4 4 ff . Roughly 
the M awng classes  cover : C l . I names of male beings ; Cl . II name s of 
female  b eings , both ei ther rat ional or irrat ional;  C l .  I I I  p lurals of 
Cll . II and III  for rat ionals only ; Cl . IV obj ects  assoc iated with the 
ground and general inanimate s , exc ept plant s ;  Cl . V trees and their 
parts , Cl . VI vegetable foods and p lant s in general . One important 
point is the ab il ity of Mawng and some other language s to cross 
classes . Thus taking mawu r ,  arm , it may be y i -mawu r ,  a man ' s  arm; 

I) i n j - m a w u r ,  a woman ' s  arm ; w u - mawu r ,  arm of a river ; ma -mawu r ,  arm of 

a tre e ,  branch ; or a - bawu r , arm or tendri l of vine . Some of the other 
languages share to a limit ed ext ent in this power of cros s-c las sing . 
The c oncord ext ends through the whole sentenc e ( and any dependent 
clauses  may be involved ) ,  and include s not only the subj ect  of intran­
sit ive and the obj ect  of transit ive verb s , but in Mawng the subj ect 
o f  a transit ive verb may also be involved , e . g .  I) a n l) a - , subj ect  of 
Cll . I I ,  IV , V,  or VI does i t  t o  me ; g a n b u n b a - , y o u  ( s ing . ) wi l l  do  it  

to C l .  I I I , and many other complicated combinat ions . There i s  more 
different iat ion here than in the Forrest River dialects of the Northern 
Kimb erley . 

In addit ion , Mawng has what can only be described as an ' article ' ,  
which also varies  for clas s .  It oc curs before a noun and dependent 
adj ective s , e . g .  d j a I) a n i -ma l g ba n j , my fa ther ; ma d a  g a r g b i n  ma d a  wa l g ,  
art . b i g  art . tre e ,  the b i g  tre e . There is  much idiomat ic use of the se  
art icles  which i s  detailed in the Maung G�amma� . 

The other language s behave similarly but most are s imp ler in their 
usages .  In Burera a n - g l g a l l ye a n - m u Q u , man big ; g i g a l  i - y l r i d j e  
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m u � m u � o - y a r l d j e ,  two big m s n  shows the form of a dual number . The 
conj ugation pat terns are s imilar also among the languages ,  but as a 
rule the non-personal �lasses use the person markers o f  the verb , so  
that there is  not the c omp licat ion o f  prefixes such as  Mawng present s . 

5 . 2 . 6 .  S o u t h e r n  A r n h em L a n d  

I n  a l l  the s i x  languages li sted i n  thi s group , the situat ion i s  
much more complicat ed , and the feeling ari ses  that classificat ion i s  
not really ' at home ' i n  thi s area . Not only are there extra c lasses , 
but many subdivis ions which cannot be detailed here . Reference may be 
made , for instanc e to the Nung g u bu�u Victio na�� ( Hughes 1 9 71 ( I ) : xx i i i­
xxv) . Capell ( 19 4 0 )  at first divided nouns in Nunggubuyu and 
Anindilyawgwa int o e ight c lasses , and mode lled Yanj uwa nouns on the 
same pattern . This was not sat i s factory , and left minute distinct i ons 
between III  and VIII which were hard t o  j ust ify . Hughes has reduced 
Nunggubuyu to five c lasses , but with many subd ivis ions in which 
difference s occur in the b ehaviour e specially among demonstrat ives . 
M oreover , Nunggubuyu has two forms o f  most pre fixes , one b eing more 
definite than the other . There is no space to treat these feature s 
in detail here . The language also has dual and p lural forms for each 
c las s . Anindilyaugwa agrees fairly c lo sely with Nunggubuyu in most 
c lasses  - and gave the same trouble , for the same reasons , in the 
preliminary c la s s ificat ion . The assignment o f  nouns t o  classes  i s  
roughly the same as  i n  the more westerly languages ,  but some interest­
ing trans fers somet ime s occur , e . g .  Nunggubuyu a n a - R a Qa g , tre e ; ma n a ­
R a Qa g , aanoe , b y  a trans fer from the ' vegetable ' t o  the ' water ' clas s .  

In these  language s the sentence concord can become very c omplicated , 
e . g .  Nunggubuyu 

y a Q i - n j u Q  n a n i -muwa : d - j u Q  n a -wa l y i - n j u Q  n u -wa g i  n a - R u Q g a l - j u Q 
what-I his -name -person I-man-person I- that I-big-person 

Q a n i - n a - n i 
I- him- se e - past 
Wha t  i s  the name of that big man (whom ) I saw ? 

In the plural ( Capel l ' s  Cl . I II ) : 

y a Q a - ya Q i  w a r u - m u m u wa : d j  wa r a -wa l j awa l j a  wa r a - wu r a l a  
what- ( pl . ) III-name s III-men ( pl . )  I II-big ( pl . )  

wa r a - R u Q g a R u Qg a l  Q a r a - n a - n l 
I II-big ( pl . )  I- them- see -past 
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Thi s  language al s o  ha s a dual for feminine and ma sculine as well as  a 
plural . The redup licat ion of forms for plurals is  worth not ing . 
Animal names use pract ically the same pre fixes as personal p lurals , 
but do not form plurals and do not take the personalis ing suffix - n j u 8 .  
etc . Thus : 

y a 8 i  wa r u - muwa : d j wa - l a n d u r g  wa r u -wawa wa r u - R u 89 a 1 8a r a - n a - n i 1  

what I I I -name I I I -dog I I I-that I I I -b ig I- i t  8ee -past 
Wha t  i 8  the name of the big dog tha t I 8aw ?  

The same sentences are constructed o n  very s imilar lines in 
Anindi lyawgwa but of course  with different morphemes .  The prefixes in 
the two languages (retaining Capel l ' s  count for the same of simpler 
sett ing out ) are : 

Class  Nunggubuyu Anindi lyaw gwa 

I n a - n i -

II wi  n i - wu n a -

III wa r a - wu  r a -

IV 8 a ( r a ) - d a -

V w i  8 i - wu r 8 a -

VI a - - a n a - a -

VII ma - - ma n a - ma -

VIII wa - y i -

In Nunggubuyu , examples  are : 

I :  n a - wa l j a - y u 8 . ma re pe r80n ( - y u 8  marks personality ) ;  I I : n a - wa l j a -wa . 
two m a r e  p er80n8 ; III : wa r a -wa l j a -wa l j a ,  p e r8 0n 8 ,  ma r e  ( reduplication 
of stem inc luded here ) ;  IV : 8 a r a - m a n i n - j u 8 ,  aborigi n a r  woman ; V :  8 a r a ­
m a n i m - b a , two aborigin a r  wome n ;  ( III : 8 a r a - m a n a n - u 8 , aborigi n a r  women ; 

thi s is  an irregular noun ) ; VI : ¢ or a - or a n a - ; a ( n a ) R a 8 a g , tree ; 

VII : ma ( n a ) l a r d a , 8pear . 

In those languages a lso there is concord within the verb for class  
of both subj ect  and obj ect  throughout , s o  that they pre sent a very 
comp licated pattern of sometime s very lengthy words . Pract ically 
nothing has yet been publ ished about Anindilyawgwa , but M i s s  Judith 
Stoke s , of the Church M i s s ionary Society , has studied it for many 
years and i s  produc ing local reading mat ter in it . She has not 
publi shed a grammar as yet . It i s  quite like ly that , l ike Hughe s ,  she 
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will ultimate ly adopt a di fferent arrangement o f  c lasses . 
P .M .  Wor s le y , however , ha s discussed the nature o f  these c la s s e s  in 
an int erest ing art icle ( Worsley 1 9 5 4 : 275-88 ) ,  and has pointed to 
'a cross-cutt ing system of noun c lass ificat i on by means o f  prefixes ,  
entirely unconnect ed with the known noun-c las s es , and mo st definite ly 
based on s emant ic c ons iderati ons ' .  He has listed some twenty sec ondary 
prefixe s ,  such as - u r u ( r ) gwa - for birds , some animals , e . g .  d - u r u g w -

in  names for fowl , cockatoo , curlew , horse ; m - u r u g w - in names for 
lorikeet and emu ; - e m b i r g - for round things , as e m b i r g - ( C l .  VI ) wat er 
lily root s ;  m - e m b i r g - a white berry ; y - e m b i r g - ( C l .  VIII ) ,  stingray 
species , egg , red love-apple . Obviously much more analy s i s  needs t o  
b e  done o n  t h i s  language . 

The southern neighbour o f  Nunggubuyu is  Wandarang . There would 
seem to have been some territorial change s  in this region , as Wandarang 
has more vocabulary in common with Mara than with Nunggubuyu , whi le 
adding class ification which i s  not pre sent in Mara . Mara r a d b u r .  aamp 

become s Wandarang wu - r a d b u r ;  M ara d U Q a l . spear becomes ma - d u Q a l ( the 

' wood ' connotat ion of ma - remains - although it apparent ly derive s from 
an original * m a y l ,  vege tab le food ) , whi le Mara w U Q g a n . dog is Wandarang 
( R ) aw u Q g a n . Another Mara t ouch is  a great fondne s s  for compound 
conj ugat ion ( to be discu ssed in the second part of this paper ) which 
is not found in Nunggubuyu . 

Wandarang has five noun classes , but Cl . III  i s  not the p lural o f  
I and II but a separate clas s . Dual i s  ind icated by a suffix wu l u - ,  
and plural by y i r i - .  The former is  shared by Mara . The class forms 
are shown in the fol lowing phrases ( a  couple of which are theoretical 
and would hardly occur in daily life , c ertainly not Cl . I ) . They are : 

C l . I .  

C l .  II . 

C l . III . 

C l . IV . 

C l .  V .  

n a -wa R i y i  n a - b a l wa y i n a - n u Q i Q a  n a -wa n a n i 
man big my  that 

Q i -woy b l  Q I - b a l wa y i  Q a - n u n i Qa Q i -wa Q a n i  
woman big my that 

wu - r a d b u r w u - b a l wa y l wu - n u Q i Q a wa -wu n i 
aamp big my  that  

ma - d u Qa l m a - ba l wa y i ma - n u Q i Q a  ma -ma n l 

spear b ig my tha t 

( R ) a - wu Q g a n  ( R ) a - ba l wa y i ( R ) a - n u Q i Qa ( R ) a -wa r a n i  
dog big my  that  

It is  notic eable  that the demonstrative takes a kind of double c onc ord 
within itself : such an infixing of class  marker was seen in Gagadj u .  

- --------------
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The init ial consonant o f  Cl . V is  opt ional : both R a - and a - are used . 
The a - form is  found in Mawng , and the r a - form in Yanj uwa , but the 
class is re lat ively uncommon in the group . 

The numb er markers are seen in the following sentence : 

y i r i -wa R i y i  y i r i - b a l wa y i wawu r u n i wa R ?  I) a l l) u -w i n d i ma - n i 

pl . man p l .  big t h o s e  s e e ing I- them-do 

The class  prefixes play a part in the transit ive verb , following the 
general pattern ( common throughout these  MC language s )  obj + actor + 
verb , e . g .  I) a g u - n i - b a l) .  me - I - b i te s ; I) a g u - R a - b a l) ,  me -V- b i te s ; but with­

out - g u - in IV I) a -ma - b a l) ,  me-lV-b i te s , as ma -wa n g a  I) a -ma - b a l) ,  bandic o o t  

b i te s  me . There is one differenc e : dual s  and p lurals of obj e c t s  are 
marked different ly from nouns : Wa R ?  l) a R a -w i n d i ma n i , he or she s e e s  me ; 

wa R ?  n j a - r a r u -w i n d i ma n i ,  he s e e s  us two ( incl . ) ;  wa R ?  n j i - l i l u ­
w i n d i ma n i , he s e e s  us ( exc l . ) .  This i s  all very like Mara . 

Whi le this i s  not put forward as an example of a so -called ' mixed ' 
language , there are certainly some cro s s  influence s  at work in it , 
that may wel l  have historical informat ion to yield . Something more 
will be said in the general sect ion of thi s paper . 

Between the Phelp and Wi lton Rivers the Ngandi language is  
domic iled . In general it is  very simi lar t o  Wandarang , but  its  borrow­
ings ( if such they are ) are mostly from the Ridarngu language , which 
belongs t o  the ' Yulngu ' languages o f  north-east Arnhem Land , an 
enc lave that is  not classifying . Here there are six classe s ; Cl . I I I  
is  again a common plural for personal members o f  I and I I , but a dual 
is formed by the addit ion of - b u l a  to a stem of any clas s . This i s  
the early Australian root * b u l a d j , two , and it means that originally 
thi s language did no t provide for the expres sion of a dual . The same 
set of sentenc es  as were used for Nunggubuyu will serve again in Ngandi 
trans lat ion t o  illustrate the classes : 

C l .  I .  n a n d j a n i - y u  1 n i -wa l) a r a n i - n a  I) a - n a - n a - n i ?  

who man big that I-him - s e e -past 

Cl . I I . n a n d j a n a -ma n u l)  n a -w a l) a r a  n a - n a l) a - n a - n a - n i 7  

who woman big that I-him - s e e -past 

C l .  I I I . b a n d j a  b i - y u  1 b a -wa l)a r a  b a - n a  l) a - ba r a - n a - n i 7  

who men big those I- them- s e e -past 

C l . IV . g u n d j a  g u - d j u n d o  g u -w a l) a r a  g u - n a  l) a - g u - n a - n i 7  
what s tone big that I- it - s e e -past 
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C l .  V .  m a n d J a  ma -wa n g a r a  ma -wa f) a r a  ma - n a  f) a -ma - n a - n l ?  

what bandi coot  big  that  I- i t - 8 e e -past 

C l .  VI . a n d j a  a -wa � u  a - w a l) a r a  a - n a  l) a R a - n a - n i ?  

what dog big  that  I-i t - 8 e e -past 

The development o f  c lass  and number have b een  d i s t inct in this language . 
The Murngin wa l) g a � , one , is  added t o  a word for two , t o  make thre e , 
and both carry the p lural prefix b a - : b a - y a b b a n  b a -wa l) g i l) ,  2 + 1 .  
The word g a b b u l of Ranjbarngu , etc . can be used in Ngandi as the suffix 
o f  a paucal p lural . 

The remaining language o f  this group i s  Ngalagan , which b elongs t o  
the west o f  Wilton River , b etween it and the Roper . Here there are 
c onsiderable  variati ons on the c ommon pattern : ( 1 )  four classes  only ; 
duals and p lural s  are marked by suffixes , l ike Ngandi : - b i r a ,  dual and 
- g a b b u l p lural ; ( 2 )  the C l .  pre fixes are : I n u ( g u ) - ;  II d j u - ( a s  in 
Burera ) ;  I I I  g u - ;  IV rna - .  This is then rather a northern type language , 
influenced by those on the we st (whi ch are not classi fying ) . ( 3 )  The 
c lass  prefix e s  are separable , and s omet ime s the noun appears without 
them , somet imes with a strengthened form of prefix . The previous 
sentenc e s  here become : 

C l . I .  

C l .  I I . 

n u - y a n a ?  I) e : n u g u - n ? b i r i  n u g u - b i g u r  n u g u - I)o l g g o  

what name tha t man big  

I) u - n a - n i - n ?  
I- him-8ee-pres .  

d j u - y a n a ?  I) e : 
what name 

I) u - n a - n i - n ?  
I-her- 8ee -pres .  

d J u g u - n ? b i r i bo l o ? b o l o d j u g u - I)o l g go 

that  woman big  

In an example o f  a plural format ion : 

n u - y a n a ? - b i r a n U l)e g u n - b i r a - b i r a  b i g u r - b i r a 

what name tho8e men 

I) u - b u n - n a - n i - n - b i r a ?  
I- them- 8ee -pres . -p lur . 

It i s  unusual for p lural t o  b e  marked with Classes  I I I  and IV . Another 
peculiarity o f  this language is  that it  is  ergat ive : this also will 
have been t aken over from languages · to we st , some of which have it . 
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5 . 3 .  M u l t i p l e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o u t s i d e A r n h em L a nd 

5 . 3 . 1 .  Y a n j uwa 

Thi s language , which has been called at different t imes Anyula or 
Yanyula , but which its own speakers call Yanj uwa ( Yanyuwa ) ,  is  spoken 
about Boroloola and the lower Mac arthur River . It is  qui te defini tely 
the most comp licated structurally of the MC language s - more so than 

Anindilyawgwa or Nunggubuyu . The format ions point to stages in the 
formation of the MC languages and for this reason are part icularly 
important for the pre s ent study . They are therefore given in some 
detail here , because reference to them will be neces sary in the general 
di scus sion in the following sect ion of the study . The first beginnings 
of an analy sis  was made by Capell in 1 9 4 1 ;  workers from the Summer 
Inst itute of Lingui stic s have been stat ioned among the people for a 
numb er o f  years past , and reference should be made espec ially t o  the 
work of Jean Kirt on of the SIL ( Kirton 1964 , 1967 , 197 0 ,  1971a , b )  and 
also to Elfreda MacDonald (MacDonald 196 4 )  and on more general ground s 
t o  Dixon on Noun Classes ( Dixon 1 9 68 ) .  A study of the Yanj uwa i s  still  
awaited ; prac tically all the above referenc e s  refer chiefly t o  the  noun 
phrase , although Kirt on ( 19 7 0 )  does go beyond thi s . The pre sent 
concentrat ion is , of cour s e ,  on the noun-clas sing system . 

Thi s  system has complicat ions not only in range o f  c lasses  and their 
cont ent s ,  but in the format ives as well . Yanj uwa i s  an ergat ive 
language , as are some of the others which have been looked at in the 
preced ing page s ,  but Yanj uwa has the spec ial feature that ergat ivity 
is marked in the prefix as well as in the normal manner o f  indicat ion 
by suffix to the complete noun . Thi s feature was noticed to a small 
ext ent in Nungali ; it i s  more not iceable in Yanj uwa . 

One of these other phenomena , indeed the most important , is  the form 
o f  the ergat ive case in Yanj uwa . In Nungali words beginning with d ­
change this t o  n j - in the ergat ive . In Yanj uwa all nouns mark ergat ive 
in the prefix as well as in the ending . The ergat ive marker is the 
normal Australian suffix - l u .  This is added to the noun in a Yanj uwa 
sentenc e ,  but the clas s prefix i s  also modi fied by change of final 
vowe l to - u .  Thus : 

Intrans . 

Trans . 

g i y a -w i � g a  n j a - m i Q i � i y a 
h e -wa lks  the -man 

g a n j - i l u - y a m b i n a - n j d j i n j u - m i Q i � i ya - l u  
him-he -make -we l l -pres . the-man 

The change of n j a - m i Q i � i y a to n j u - m i Q i � i y a - l u  is  a charac teristic o f  
Yanj uwa . I t  will be argued lat er that t h i s  points dire c t ly to a time 
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when the c las s pref1x was a free det erm1ner , not  a b ound form at all , 
and it  will b e  further argued that this s tage preceded noun classifi­
cat ion in all the languages ( see 9 . 3 . below ) . In a meet ing o f  the 
Lingui stic  Society o f  Australia at Macquarie Univer s it y ,  Sydney , 
in 1 97 5 ,  M i s s  Kirton pre sented a paper on Yanj'uwa nominat ive and 
ergat ive-a11at ive case s ,  conclud ing with a diagram that i s  here 
reproduced as  a summary of the present argument : 

Nouns , noun-modifiers 
Int errogat ives 

Free 
Pronouns Part i c iples  

Nominative 

Ergat ive - l u  

Allat ive - 1  u 

This patterning i s  pecul iar to the Yanj uwa language amongst the 
classifying group of Australian languages .  

Basic  class  prefixes in Yanj uwa are the following : 

Example s : 

C l .  I 

C1 . II 

C1 . III  

C l .  IV 

Class  Prefix Category 

I n j a - male 
I I  r a - female 

III r i - personal dual 
IV 1 i - personal p lural 

V m a - food , and cert ain other items 
VI n a - arboreal and s ome other items 

VII n a lJ u - abstractl 

n j a - m i Q i Q i ya ,  man ; n j a - d uwa r a , initiated b oy . 

r a - � a n a wa y a , woman ; r a -wama l a Q i , g i r l  in ear ly 

ado l e s ce nce ; r a -w u n a m u � u ,  fema le opos sum . 

r i - b a � i ba � i , two o ld women ; r i -wu l u ,  two aborigina l m e n .  

l l - y u mb uwa r a , y oung p e op le .  

l
Th i s  d i a g r am i s  a c o n f l at i on o f  C ap e l l ' s  o r i g i n a l  a r r a n g em e n t  a n d  

K i r t o n  1 9 7 1 b : 2 0 .  I t  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  a s  mu c h  i n f o rmat i o n  a s  t h e  l at t e r , 
but f o l l o w s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up of what h a s  t o  be s a i d  b e l o w  w i t h  l e s s  
c omp l i c at i o n . 
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Cl . V 

Cl . VI 

C l . VII 
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ma - Q a r a , food ( same word as Nungali ) ;  m a - y u l b u ,  rope ; 

m a - w u d a wu d a , s tone knife . 

n a - a l a n j d j i ,  aamp ; n a -wu l g u ,  bark aanoe ; n a -wu l a Q i , 

river ; n a -w u � a n ,  breas t .  

n a Q u - n j i r g a , aorroboree ground ; n a Q u -w a �  i ,  evi l. ,  b adne s s  

( w a �  i ,  bad) , n a Q u - y a g a y a g a , madness  ( y a g a y a g a , deaf) . 

There i s  also a masculine class marked by zero prefix , but taking 
masculine concords : awa R a , earth,  a o un try ; wu r u n d u l a ,  ma l.e  dingo ; 

g a l a b i r ,  ghos t gum ; w u g a , word, l.anguage ; y i l i r i ,  b l.ood and many 
others . The numerous nature o f  thi s zero c las s is  an indicat ion , 
perhap s , of a late adopt ion o f  class ificat ion int o the language -
which is  suggested by c ertain other phenomena also . 

This language has elaborate sets  of prefixes for p erson - inc luding 
first and second person , as well as  all the Classes of 2nd person -
some o f  which apply to body part s , three separate sets  applicab le t o  
kinship terms - and , o f  course - s t i l l  others appl icable t o  verbal 
stems and not t o  nouns . There are sets o f  suffixes labelled by Kirton 
as nuc lear , referent , dire ct ive and accessory . The 3e cannot be dealt 
with here ( see Kirton 197 0 , 197 1 ) . Some o f  the se are prefixe s ,  others 
suffixes , if  case markers  are included . A ful l analys i s  in terms of 
generat ive linguistics  in its various branches , would probably throw a 
lot of light on the linguistic history and on the psychology of the 
speakers at the same t ime . The funct ional divis ions between prefixat ion 
and suffixat ion could also provide profitable studies along these  
lines  - but they are beyond the scope  o f  the  pre sent paper . 

There may also be hi storical informat ion hidden in the fact that 
Yanj uwa , on the north-east ern border of the pre fix ing MC language s and 
Worora on the north-we stern border , are both among the most complicated 
language s of their type . On the south of Yanj uwa there are other M C  
languages ,  but these act by suffixat ion only , and they form the next 
sect ion t o  b e  studied . They ,  in their turn , have languages of rather 
similar c onstruct i on ,  but much greater s implicity , in an area of north­
eastern New South Wales ,  far away to the south-east of the central core . 

5 . 4 .  I s o l a t e d  S o u t h -w e s t e r n  La n g u a g e s  

There are two isolat ed M C  language s  which may b e  di scus sed along 
with the Daly River language s ,  although they do not belong t o  this 
group in any more than a geographical sett ing . They belong to the 
mainstream of the MC language s as far as the ir actual format ives are 



GRAMMATICAL CLASSIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 

conc erned . These are Nungali  and Wardaman . both of whi ch were 
chronic led by the wr iter in 1 9 3 9 . 

5 . 4 . 1 .  N u n g a 1 i 

177  

Nungali i s  spoken in an area b etween the Daly and Fit zmaurice 
Rivers . It i s  a ' sister ' language to Dj amindj ung and Yilngali  -
fairly c lo s e  t o  them in vocabulary , but both o f  them are c lassless  
languages ,  whereas Nungali  has five noun classes  o f  the  common form , 
not o f  the Daly River type . 

Examples  in  sentence form of the resemblance s  b etween Dj amindj ung 
and Nungali  were given in an earlier section of this paper ( 5 . 2 . 1 . ) .  

Some addit ional matter and c l earer analy s i s  is  added here . 
Where vocabulary is  shared , the Nungali  words often - but not 

nec e s sarily - have class  markers prefixed : Dj amindj ung w i Ra ,  hai r ; 

Nungali n i -w i R a ;  Dj amindj ung d j a R a , mouth ; Nungali  n i - y a R a . A different 
case is Dj amindj ung d j u -w i ya , nose ; Nungali  n i -w i ya ;  the first c ould 
be a c lass  marker in Burera , but in Dj amindj ung apparently is not . 

Nungal1 noun c las s e s  are : 

I d 1 - chiefly male beings 
II  n j a - chiefly female b eings 

III  w i  r i - plurals of I and II ( persons ) 
IV m a - vegetable foodstuffs 

V n a - obj e c t s  i n  general , and meat foods 

In the plural class  given here , the c ommon prefix w i - ,  wu - is  marker 
of the 3rd person p lural in the verb : in Dj amindj ung it is b u r u - , b u - .  
Nungal i  ext ends the concord through all the usual categories exc luding 
verbal obj e c t s . 

Nungali nouns do not necessarily c arry a c lass  marker : n i - y a b , liver , 

but � u ! u ,  hear t .  Curiously enough , vegetable  food , ma � a r a i s  Cl . I 
( y i d a b u , this ) ,  the same as meat d i - y a � a r a , whi ch is  also kangaroo .  

There i s  an ergat ive suffix - n i  which occurs i n  some o f  the collected 
examples , but its use doe s not seem t o  be c onsistent , e . g .  b a b a - n i 
� a r g u  � a n i m i l i m n u mu r u n  d i - y a � a r a - g , brother-erg . my dug a h o le 

k angaroo-for : b a b a - j i r a m - n i  d i - � a r g i n a - j i r a m  w i � g i n j d j i  d u mu r g um 
d i - y a �a ra ,  my two bro thers ki l led three kangaroos .  But the p lural was 
recorded as b a b a  d l - �a r g i n a b i r i j a d a  • • .  not b a b a - n i :  and also the 
ergat ive seems not to occur with a dependent word such as adj ect ive 
after the subj ect noun . 

Examples o f  the concords are given as  follows : d i - y i mb u l  y l - d a b u , 
man t hi s ; d a r u w u r u  y i - n J a m b u , married man tha t ;  but there i s  infixing 
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in these demonstrat ives : ma - � a r a  y l - m a - m b u , that food ; n J a - � a r u �  y l ­
n j a - m b u , tha t woman - so that Cl . I form is  actually y i - _ -m b u  j ust as 
in G agadj u n a - _ - r i ,  this , rather than * y i - y i - m b u . 

There is  another pecularity : Nungali does not appear to be an 
ergat ive language , but init ial d > n j  in Cl . I nouns as  subj ects  of a 
transit ive verb , e . g .  du l g a g a n i j u b u r a g  fa ther to ld them . . .  ; but 

n j u l g a � e n a n l) a n i ,  fa ther gave i t  to me ; d u R i b ,  dog , but n j u R i b  I) a n i wa ,  
the dog b i t  y ou ; n j u R i b  I) a n a n bawa m i R i , the dog b i t  my le g .  Other 
initials do not seem to  change in this way . 

No fuller recording ha s been pos s ible , and a search for speakers of 
Nungali ab out 1970  failed to locate any . 

5 . 4 . 2 .  W a r d a m a n  

Wardaman be longs t o  the Upper Daly , toward s Katherine , but it is  
not identical with Wageman , as stated in A Rev�4 ed L�ng u�4t�e Su�vey 

0 6  AU4t�al�a ( Oates and Oat es  1970 : 1 4 ) .  The lat ter has no noun c las se s , 
but Wardaman has three , and , like Nungali , they are formally consistent 
with the northern language s ,  not with those  of the Daly River . The 
informat ion drawn on was gathered in 1 9 4 0  by Capell . 

The noun c lasses  are three : 

C l .  I y i - y u -

Cl . I I  w u -

C l . I I I  ma -

y i - b i wa n  y i - y i b i , man living ; b a l) b u n  v i - m a n , 
woman bad ; g a l)ma n y u - g u R u l , kangaroo big 

y u m i n  wu - g u R u l , tre e big ; y u m i n  w u - ma n , 
tree bad ; g u l i l) a  w u - d j u d a , fi r e s t i c k  short  

ma y 1 y i n  ma - I)a � u , food li t t le ; g o v i n  ma - g u R u l ,  
honey p le n ty ; ma y 1 y i n  ma - R i l) u n , food no  good 

Class I c ontains names of living beings , whether human or animal , 
male or female . Some names of valued imp lement s such as the spear , 
and such an important item as water are inc luded . Class I contains 
all other names of  obj e c t s , except vegetable food - and this may also 
be treated as a valued item and go into C l . I ,  though it is  also 
C l . I I I , the general class  of vegetable food stuffs . 

Wardaman does not ext end the concord to the pronoun , numeral or 
verb , as most of  the M C  language s do . Plurals are indicated when 
nec es sary by suffix or marked in the verb , there is a dual suffix -w i y a ,  
as in b a b a -w i ya ,  two b r o t hers . There is  also an ergat ive suffix - y l  
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( Nungali - n l ) ;  for examp le 

b a b a -w i y a - y l  � a n l g i n - y l wu rm i n  d J a r i n  g a �m a -wu  

b r o t he r - two - erg . my - erg . they - dug h o Z e  kangaroo-fo r  

My two brothers d u g  an o v e n  for the k angaroo ( g a �m a n )  
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In both Nungali  and Wardaman the feel ing grows that noun-clas s ing 
is a foreign proc e s s  that has been introduced . The general kinship i s  
with the northern languages ,  perhap s through the Gunwinj gu group . The 
ergat ive will be a still  later introduc t ion ; eVidence will be c ited in 
the c lo s ing section of this paper for considering ergavity to have been 
introduced t o  the s e  language s after noun-c las sing . This become s 
part icularly apparent in Yanj uwa ( Kirton 1 9 7 1a , b ) . 

5 . 5 .  T h e  D a l y  R i v e r  L a n g u a g e s  

The Daly River languages not only form a n  obvious group , but there 
is good documentat ion for them . They differ from the other multiple 
c la s s i fy ing language s to a c ertain degree in features ,  mo st o f  which 
are shared among them , and these are not limited to the system o f  noun 
c las sificat i on .  Verb clas s i ficat ion is also a s imilar shared feature 
( see Tryon 197 0 ) . Hence the position ass igned them in the present 
paper . There i s  a detailed study of the Daly River and neighbouring 
languages available ( see Tryon 197 4 ) . It is  therefore suffic ient t o  
ind icate their general features  and to give short spec imens t o  
illustrat e t h e  point s  drawn out by Tryon . The chief references here 
are based on Tryon ' s  c los ing chapter ( ' Overview ' ,  Tryon 1974 : 287-305 ) ,  
recommending the work itself t o  student s requiring more detail . 

Tryon stat e s  ( 197 4 : 2 92 ) that ' unmodified noun c lasses  within the 
Daly Family number b etween four and s even ' .  All the languages have 
four c lasses  in common , arranged as follows : 

C lass 1 :  
2 :  
3 : 
4 .  

Body part s ,  kinship terms , natural phenomena . 
Animal s  hunted for meat . 
Vegetable food and plant s .  
Wooden implement s ,  trees , weapons . 

In most o f  the language s masculine and feminine animate s  are provided 
for spe c i f ic ally . The four classes  found are more limited , and no 
language actually shows all . They are : 

Clas s 5 :  
6 : 
7 :  
8 : 

Trees  ( as opposed to imp lement s ,  wood product s ) . 
Male humans .  
Female human s . 
Dome sticated animals .  
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MilES 

I .  N , an c i k u r ru n Jt k u r  1 - M a r e d a n  1 3 .  M a n d a  

2 .  Ncencoaeri 8 .  l a r e n lt a r  . . .  lIIIu l l u kau l l uk 
3 .  l a raaanandJ i 9 .  ,'ady j k i n.Y . . . Dy e r a l ty 

4 .  l a r i l h l e l  1 0 .  PunjitupunlU 1 6 .  lI a t R ll a l a  
. .  M a r e t y a ben II . M a r an u n jit k u  1 1 .  \' u n lt l O r  

6 .  M a r e  A. •• u 1 2 .  h .  1 8 .  K a . o r  

K M  
MAP 4 :  The Daly River Languages (From D.T. Tryon, "Daly Family Languages in Australia". p.xv.) 
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6 .  M U LT I P L E  C L A S S I F I CAT I ON BY  S U F F I XAT I ON 

6 . 1 . I n t ro d uc t i o n 

The languages included in this group are two sets of dialec t s  and 
languages spoken orig inally on the Bark1y Tablelands , Northern 
Territory , immediate ly south of Yanj uwa-A1awa-Mangaray . The language s 
are Dj ingi1i ,  with Ngarndj i on its  northern border re lated to it 
pract ically at dialect leve l ( no count has been made ) ,  and Wambaya , 
with G udandj i and Binbinga at dialect level . No full acc ount of any 
of the se has been pub li shed . N .  Chadwick has given a short acc ount of 
Dj ingi1 i  and Ngarandj i ( Chadwick 1 9 6 8 , 1 9 7 1 ) ;  K . L .  Hale has gathered 
manuscript notes  on Wambaya and its  relat ive which remain unpublished , 
though he has kindly supp lied the mat erial for the pre sent purpose . 

The characteristic of these languages is  that they are multiple 
c lass  language s ,  each having four c lasse s ,  but they act by suffix , not 
by prefix . There is no pers onal plural clas s , but p lural is indicated 
by suffixes , as is  also the dual . In this regard they depart from the 
more northerly MC languages .  M oreover , they are also ergat ive 
language s ,  and the ergat ive markers ( or ' operat ive ' as they are called 
in Chadwic k ' s  arrangement ) are both suffixal , but di ffer in form from 
each other . The operat ion of the ent ire system is greatly complicated , 
at least in Dj ingi 1i ,  by a system of  retrograde vowe l harmony , in 
' the vowe l of the affix determines the vowe l of  the stem ' . Thus a 
base w i w i . gir l , has a nominat ive w i w i - � i . C 1 . I I  but ergat ive wawa - � a . 
because the vowel of  the suffix reac t s  on those of  the stem . This  type 
of  format ion is present also in Waramunga anc Wa1j biri , and there have 
apparently been mutual influences  at work throughout this area . The 
CA * l u  of the ergative is therefore miss ing , and is replaced by a * �a / g a  
which i s  not CA . 

6 . 2 .  D j i n g i l i  

The suffixes given by Chadwick ( 1968 : 225-6 ) for Dj ingi 1i are as 
follows : 
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I .  Predominant ly masculine and obj ects  associated with 
male s ;  also act s as  common gender for small fauna : 

Nom . - a / - I / - d j l / - I j i / - r / - !  

Erg . - 1) 1 /  - d a / - l a { * )  

Class I I . Predominant ly feminine - some imp lement s and part s 
o f  body ; also ac t s  as  c ommon gender for small fauna : 

C lass  III . I s  a general neut er , some implement s and part s of the 
body . All flora , except some fruit s and vegetab l e s . 

Nom . - u / - I / - a  or cons . 

Erg . - u / - I / - a  or c ons . ( * )  

Clas s IV . M o s t ly nouns related t o  vegetables  and fruits  b u t  also 
any rounded or full-shaped obj e c t : 

Nom . - m i / - b l  

Erg . -ma / - b a  ( * ) 

1 8 3  

It will be seen that there is  very little resemblance between the s e  
endings and the northern prefixe s ,  exc ept C l .  I V  which in t h e  north is  
{ -rna } ,  and as will  appear later , derive s from a CA  root * ma y i .  vege tab le 

food.  It is  j ust pos sible that Dj ingili  ma m i , food , may derive from 
* m a y i ,  but one would be right in put ting a que stion mark after it . 

6 . 3 .  W a m b aya G r o u p  

For Wambaya , K . L .  Hale ' s  not e s  give a picture that i s  similar but 
differs in many detai ls . The c lass suffixes are :  I - y l  (masculine ) ;  
II  - � a  ( feminine ) ;  III  - {w ) a ( inanimate ) ;  IV - { u ) ma ( vegetable ) .  
Number is  marked in Wambaya by suffixing again to these  - wu l u  for dual 
( EA )  * b u l a d j , two , and for p lural - g u n j d j i ( I ) , - g u n j a ( II ) , g u n j d j a  
( III ) ,  - g u n J ma ( IV )  a s  sub s t itutes for the s ingulars , i . e .  singular i s  
N + Cl . ,  p lural i s  N + pl . + C l . Wambaya demonstrat ives are a little 
more comp li cated . Hale ' s  note s  give y i n i , I. this and y i n i y a ,  I. that .  

The forms are : 

( * )  
Altered by Chadwick from his 1968 publicat ion and communicated i n  a private 
letter to Capell . 
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this : I y i n  I , I I  Q a n a , I I I  y a n a , IV mama 

tha t :  I y l n i y a ,  I I  � a n i y a ,  I I I  y a n i y a ,  IV m a m i y a 

The ergat ive and dative forms of  that  vary again rather unexpec tedly : 

Erg . Cl . I � I n g i y a II Q a n g i y a III  y a n g i y a IV ma n g i y a 

Dat . Q i n a g i y a Q a n a g i y a y a n a g i y a m a n a g i y a 

The surface appearanc e of  the s e  two sets  is  that the class markers are 
prefixed ins tead of suffixed . It is  possible , however , to  interpret 
them as compounds result ing from reduction of formerly free forms to 
bound forms , with postpos itions . This  is  not the place in which to 
cons ider the se development s ;  that belongs to  the hi storical cons ider­
at i on later . 

The G udandj i forms given in a sec ond manuscript by Hale are very 
simi lar , and so far as can now be asc ert ained about Binb inga those also 
fit the same pattern . 

A set of examp les from Hale ' s  not e s  will show the concord of  the 
adj ect ive in Wambaya in predicative position in the sentenc e . There i s  
n o  space to give a c omp lete set ; some examp les must b e  sufficient : 

y i n i - g u n j d i  d j a n j d j i � a r a  ma l i y i ma � � i ?  
these  dogs (are ) b i g - on e s  

y i n i y a d j uwa g u R i d j b i y i  
that man (is )  good 

y i n i ya - g u n j d j i d j uwa - d a ma � g i g u R i d j b i - ma � g i 

those men (are ) good 

� a n i y a g i r i ya g u R i d j b i - Q a  
tha t woman (i s )  good 

mama ma Q a n j ma g u R i d j b i ma 
this food ( i s ) good 

g u R i d j b i -ma - g a r a  mam i y a - g u n j ma ma Qa n j ma - g a r a 

good (are ) those foods 

g u R i d j ba y a n a  b a g a n g a  
good ( i s )  tha t aoo Ziba ( tre e )  

g u R i d j b i - wu l u  m a m a - w u l u  d j i g a -ma -wu l a  
good (ar e )  thos e - two yams - two 

Person in the verb is also involved in the c onc ord , as in 
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mama  m a Q a n J -ma  g u b a d J a -m a  
t h i 8  food l i t t le 

Thi8 l i t t le p i e ce of food 

b a 4 g u  g t -ma  
i t-fe l l -down 

fe l l  down . 

185  

The class  i s  marked in the subj ect  only for third person , it  does  not 
appear in 3rd person obj ect , which is zero but obj ects  of other persons 
are indicated by bound forms , e . g .  Q a d b i  Q i - n J a 8ee I-y o u .  Tense i s  
then added after the person forms : d j a n j i n l  g i n i - Q a -ma  g u d a y i ba 
dog i t-me - di d  b i t e ,  the dog b i t  me . 

This group o f  language s complet e s  the M e  clas s .  The dual c la s s i fy­
ing class will be studied next , and it i s  not ic eable that these  t end 
to surround the suffix ing Me language s - M angaray and Alawa to the 
north ,  and Wagaya to the south . M ap 1 shows that feature . 

7 .  D U A L  C L A S S I F I CA T I ON 

7 . 1 .  I n t r od u c t i o n 

The term dual classificat ion implies  that nouns are divided int o two 
classes  only . In Europe suc h types  are provided by the Romance 
languages and by some of the modern Scandinavian languages .  

There are three discont inuous areas in  which dual classificat ion is  
f ound in Australia : 

1 .  The Eastern Kimberley division , athwart the northern 
half of the Ord River Valley . 

2 .  In Arnhem Land , near the mouth o f  the Liverpool River 
on the north coast . 

3 .  Two languages on the s outh-eastern edge of Arnhem Land . 

4 .  In c ertain areas o f  New South Wales . 

Thes e  are areas in which c lass ificat ion is  made by the use o f  prefixes , 
as in the M e  languages , with  the difference that here there are only 
two classe s . Most  of the se languages operate by suffixat ion , like their 
European counte rpart , but those on the north and s outh o f  Arnhem Land 
operate by prefixes , like the Me language s ,  though formally there i s  
little  resemb lance b etween the morpheme s invo lved . 

Neither in form nor in funct ion do the c lasses  in the dual systems 
overlap t o  any great degree . It would seem t o  b e  a case of separate 
development in each area . Historical ly the problem is  cons iderab l e , 
for it  does not seem easy to see  why such a type - a minority type in 
Austra l ia - should have developed . In the case  of New South Wales it 
is almost c ert ainly a lo cal evolution . 
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It i s  convenient t o  discuss the prefixing dual languages first , 
then the suffix ing languages .  The language of Bathurst and M e lville 
Is lands i s  an isolat e ;  in Arnhem Land there are five languages in which 
dual classificat ion has been found - two in the nort h ,  G unavidj i and 
Nagara , both on the south of the Liverpool River - G unavidj i on the 
eastern side and Nagara about Boucault Bay , and two in the sout h ,  

Alawa o n  the south of  the Roper River and M angaray farther we st , about 
Elsey Station . 

7 . 2 .  Ba t h u r s t  a n d  M e l v i l l e  I s l a n d s  

The Tiwi language o f  Bathur st and M e lville Is lands i s  formally a 
dual c la s s i fying language , logically it has four c lasses . Reference 
may be  made to  Osborne ' s  The Tiwi L�ngu�ge  ( Osborne 197 4 )  and only the 
bare st referenc e will be made here . He states that ' the conceptual 
scheme which underlies the c la s s i ficat ion of Tiwi nouns is two­
dimens ional , one dimens ion having the poles masculine and feminine and 
the other human and non-human ' ( p .  5 1 ) . As actual endings are 
masculine { - n l } and feminine { - ka } ,  with a common plural -w i , there 
are formally only two classes to take care of . There is concord of 
dep endent word s ,  inc luding verbal subj ect s ,  but verbal obj e c t s  d iffer : 
Osborne says that ' third person-s ingular direct obj ect i s  inferred 
from the ab sence of a pre fix , and gender of such an obj ect ( exc ept 
when it c o-occurs with third person-singular subj ect  in past tense 
verb s )  is  expre s sed by means of  the tense marker pe- or t e - , depending 
on the t ense of the verb ' ( Osborne 1974 : 3 9 ) . 

It will be seen that this language di ffers cons iderab ly from the 
general run of  Aust ral ian languages in this as in most other regards . 
The formal agreement of the plural - w i with Northern Kimberley and 
Arnhem Land b i r l - ,  b a r a - ( also suffix - b i ra in Laragiya ) may be only 
ac c idental : det ailed c omparat ive study of Tiwi has yet to be made . 

7 . 3 .  N o r t h e r n  G r ou p 

7 . 3 . 1 .  G u n a v i dj i  

In G unavidj i there are two clas s divisions , which may be sat isfac­
torily labelled masculine and feminine . Spec ial forms are found in 
pronouns of the 3rd person singular , but in all other word classes  
there is  a regular feminine prefix in the s ingular , - n j i ,  whi ch links 
with the NK n j a - .  G ender is  not marked in the p lural , j ust as in the 
Dj erag language s .  The feminine marker n j i - is  actually replaced by 
n j a - in some of  the demonstrat ives . The masculine noun , unlike those 
of  Dj erag , does not carry a marker ,  but in demonstrat ives there is  a 
marker d j i - .  Adj ect ives use n j i - - n j a - but not d j i - .  Examples : 



thi s : 

t ha t :  

good:  

bad:  

root 

root 

masc . 

masc . 
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- j a masc . d j l j a  fern . n j a : j a  p lur . b a r l j a  

- j a - b a  masc . d J E j a b a fern . - i j a - b a  p lur . b a r l j a b a  

mad j a n  fern . n J i ma d J a n  plur . b a r a ma d j a n  

b o : g a fern . n j a bo : g a plur . b a r a b o : g a  

Some adj ect ival roots  are invariable for clas s ,  e . g .  d o : d b a l g ,  good 

( syn . of  mad j a n ) .  Further examinati on will probably show that as in  

the  NK , it i s  a quest ion of  initial vowel or consonant , and that as in  
Ngarinj in , etc . only adj ectives with initial vowel can  take the pre­
fixe s . This has not been examined in detail as yet . 

The p lural marker for both classes  i s  b a r a - , again comparab le to  the 
1 NK and Dj erag b f r i - .  Examp le : Q a Rama , woman , plur . b a r a r a ma - b a . 

Rules o f  c oncord are we l l  marked in the following verbless  s entenc e s , 
which represent the contrastive forms used to  mark compari sons in 
G unavidj i :  

n j a : j a  Q a R a ma n j - r a r a g a rawa : d ba ;  n j E : j a b a  Q a Rama  n j i - n d E l a : d j a  
this woman (is ) ta L L  that  woman (is ) short  

i . e .  this woman i s  t a L Le r than t h a t  one . Plural : 

b a r i j a  b a r a R a : ma b a  ba r a - r a g a ma : d b a ; b a r a - r E : n d j e a b a r a - n d E l a d j a  

I t  should b e  remarked in passing that  the ' adj ect ival ' can be 
verbali s ed but taking on person markers of all persons as prefixes . 
The noun in general does not carry a c lass marker , and c lass ass ign­
ment - ' gender ' is grammat ical , as in the Romance languages . 2 

7 . 3 . 2 .  N a g a ra 

Pre sent study of  this language is  limited to  Capell ' s  investigat ions 
in 1 9 4 1 , which have not yet been fol lowed up ; but the note s  then made 
sugge st that noun classes  are two in number , and that dual and p lural 
prefixes are found as we ll as singulars .  G ender appears to be 
mas culine and feminine , each marked , and the gender system is found in 
the pronoun , adj ect ive and verb : the noun its elf bears no marker . As 

l
The apparent prefix na- in the singular o f  this noun i s  not understood. The 

language still await s  depth study , and the present statements are taken from the 
author ' s  field notes which it has not been pos s ible to follow up . 

2
The word man i s  ident ical with Worora i dja ; but it has already been pointed out 

that Gunavidj i shares some vocabulary with the western Torres Strait I slands 
( Capell 1942 ,  13/1 : 29 ) .  
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far as the evidence goes , gender i s  ' natural ' ,  i . e .  female creatures 
are marked as suc h ,  otherwise mascul ine markers are used . An example 
among the list  of nouns shows that in some cases nouns can be marked : 

yawu r i n ,  young man ( a  word shared with the G unwinj gu group ) > n j a ­
w u r i n ,  y oung woman . This i s  unexpected i n  that in G unwinj gu j awu r i n  

i s  monomorphemic ;  in Nagara its treated as  j a -prefix with a stem w u r i n .  
In any case the ma sculine marker is  n a - , so that * n awu r i n  would be 
expected . There are also s ome other such terms , e . g .  g a l u gwona , boy > 

I) g a l u g wo n a , gir L ,  formed on normal proc edures .  It i s  possible that 
some such procedure s are to be found that have been noted in Laragiya , 
where kinship terms can take prefixes  not otherwi se  used in the 
language . Capell was given d j a : b a , e Lder brother , but for y ounger 

brothe r  d j a : ba g a l u g won ( a ) , which looks like an ad hoc trans lat ion by 
a speaker at a loss - but at least shows the masculine term for b oy . 

As  a rule , however , the noun does not carry a gender marker : the 
other members of the NP do . So b a l b a l  n i - j a l) g a , the wind comes i s  
marked as masc . b y  the verb prefix ; I) g a r a  g o : g a , this water is  marked 
s imilarly by the adj ect ive , like I) g a Ra n a g a j a r a  I) a b u l awa , this ( i s )  

camp my . 

The demonstrat ive s are :  

NEAR FAR 
Singular Plural Singular Plural 

Masc . I) g a : Ra a r a b u g a : R a 

Fern . I) g  i : Ra  a r a b u g i : R a a r a b u g i : ':I a 

These  have both adj ect ival and pronominal reference . 
In the pronouns three numbers are marked , and gender i s  shown in 

the third person o f  all numbers . The dual involve s as an infix the 
numeral root - g a g a R a - ,  two ; the pronouns carry the - b a  suffix shared 

1 by a number of language s elsewhere in Australia . 
The third person forms ·are in Nagara : 

masc .  
fern . 

Singular 

n a - g a - b a  
I) i - g a - b a 

Dual 

b a - n a - g a g a R a - b a 
b a r a - n a - g a g a R a - b a 

Plural 

b a - b a R a - b a  
b a r a - b a R a - b a  

This i s  a fairly complicated formation , and quite peculiar t o  the 
language . 

l
These are treated in the paper on Australian languages in general , elsewhere in 
this volume . 



GRAMMATICAL CLASSIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 189  

In the verb , person markers are prefixed , and the obj ect  is  
incorporated into a portmanteau prefix . The intransitive masculine 
prefix in 3rd singular is  n i - ,  the feminine g i n i - as in n l - y a Q g a , 
he come s , g i n i - y a Qg a , she  come s .  It would seem ,  however , that the 
transitive prefix does not dist ingu ish between the two genders . In 
the dual number there are b a - n l - y a Qg a , masculine , and b a r a - n i - y a Q g a , 
feminine , and in the p lural b i - n i - y a Q g a , masculine , and b i - r l - n i - y a Q g a , 
feminine . In these two the feminine marker i s  c learly - r a - / - r i - .  Thi s 
is  of interest in that the usual pluralisers  in the MC languages o f  
north Austra lia have some form o f  b a r a - / b i r i - ,  regardles s  of c las s . 
There are also changes of pre fix for future t ense - a contrast of 
future v.  non-future . Capell ' s  examples also  inc lude 

w u n a g a l a y a  n a - g a : ya ma l a d J  ( a )  

man brough t tur t Ze 

and a phrase  g i n a g a : ya n aw a R a , trans lated as he brought the woman , but 
it is possible  that  this was a mistake on the informant ' s  part and 
really means the woman brought i t .  

The non-s ingular forms are not quite clear and will not b e  adduced 
here . The language needs to be studied afresh while it is  still  
available .  It seems t o  have many peculiariti e s  o f  its  own . 

7 . 4 . S o u t h e r n  G r o u p  

7 . 4 . 1 .  A 1 awa  

The Alawa language i s  spoken on the southern s ide o f  the Roper River 
and has been studied by  the writ er , and much more thoroughly by 
M . C .  Sharpe . Here also there are two noun classes , a feminine marked 
by the prefix a n - , and a ma sculine which is unmarked . Mrs  Sharpe 
( Sharpe 1969 ) says : ' most  feminine gender nouns have a feminine gender 
prefix and denote human beings . The feminine suffix is occas ionally 
dropped from feminine stems . It is  always absent from w u n a r u ,  sun ' -
and she adds  ' this noun i s  sometimes masculine , as  in w u n a r u  ma l 

a r a ! a / n a ! a ,  sun up he/she goe s ,  the sun i s  rising ' .  She also adds 
that in a few instanc e s  nouns regarded by English-speakers as non­
human or inanimat e are marked for gender in Alawa , n a wa � g a , t o tem ; 

a n m u n a mu n a , women ' s  corrobore e ; a n y a r a ma n , mare . The last i s  the only 
animal name marked for gender , and it is derived from a c ommonly 
adopted aboriginal term y a ra ma n , horse , whose  origin is apparent ly not 
e stablished . G ender is marked in adj ect ive s if they are app lied t o  
feminine gender nouns , but not ot herwise . Examp les from Cape ll ( 19 4 2 )  
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inc lude n u l a  w a y l n ma , he is dead ; o a � u l a  a n wa y l n ma , she  is dead.  

Obj ect  forms appear in g u n  g e r e n u , I s e e  him ; g u n  g e r e n d i o u r u , I see 

h e r .  Here the  gender is  marked by  a change of suffix , but the  case  
i s  not always so s imple . A few further examp les  from Capell : n a n a o a 
g u n  d j a n a , did y o u  s e e  my fa ther ? ;  a n g u d j a g a  g u n  d j a n d a o u r u , did y o u  

s e e  m y  mother ? ;  o a r u  d u l  o u r a o a n a  n a n a o a r a o a wa g a r  n i  r i , we t w o  saw 

my father s i tting there ; oa r u  d u  1 O U  r a o a l) u  r u  a n g u d j a g a  wa g a  r a r I ,  
we two saw my mother s i t ting there . 

7 . 4 . 2 .  M a n g a ray 

Thi s language , spoken in the region of  Elsey Stat ion , t o  the we st 
of  Alawa , shares with it the marking of two genders . The feminine 
prefix is o a l a - in this instanc e ,  and there is frequent ly a masculine 
marker n a - .  Demonstrat ive and third person pronouns are not always 
easy to  distinguish . The forms recorded are : 

Singular Dual P lural 

l .  inc l .  o i : oa l a  

l .  excl . I) a y a  O i R  I) i 1 a 

2 .  n j a o g i n u R  n u l a  

3 .  m .  n i (wa ) g a r a n  g a l a ( r i wa ) 
n a r i wa 

3 .  f .  9 i ( wa ) 1 \  1 \  

g i n a r i wa 

There i s  also a set of obl ique pronouns , which can be either dat ives 
or p o s s e s s ive s , but as posses sives - g u  can be superadded to them . 

Demonstrat ives found in the sent ence mat erial to  hand seem to  point 
to a ' natural ' gender system . Phrases recorded include n i wa m u y i g ,  
that dog ; n i wa ma l a m ,  tha t man ; g i wa l a n d i , this tre e ; g i : o u g u , t h i s  

water ; n i : g a r aw i , that  kangaroo . There is  a masculine prefix n a - and 
a feminine prefix o a l a - :  n a - wawa , brother ; o a l a - wawa , sis ter . The se 
do not always appear in sentences : b a n a m , camp ( citat ion ) but o i l a  
g a r a gwa n a b a n a m  o i l a o a n i wa i n j i ,  we were ta lking in  the camp sugge s t s  
that t h e  prefix a c t s  rather as a definite  article . More often a 
separate demons trat ive i s  used : 

Cook me some meat : y a l a R n a y a  o a n d j u  
meat cook for-me 

Don ' t  cook tha t meat : o l n d j a g  n j a n a y a  j a l a R g i wa 
don ' t  you-cook meat that  
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Who s e  meat a�e y o u  oooking ? :  d J a g l · n a Q g u  g l n a r l wa y a l a R g a n y a n a y a  
who- h i s  that meat y o u - are - oo oking 

Wha t  i s  tha t (mark ) on y ou� hand ? :  d j a g l - n a  g i n a r i wa n a - Q g a yma · g a n  

wha t - i t  t h a t  the - hand- on 

In such a case the prefix does not appear : ma l a m ,  not n a m a l a m in : 

Q l n d j a  b a y l b u b  g i wa ma l a m ?  
who ki L Led that man ? 

Nouns in M angaray c an also receive person markers :  Q a ·w a Q g i d j ,  I (am) 

a ohi Ld. when I was a ohi Ld , so that the n a - prefix may b e  c onstrued 
as 3rd s ing . masc . of the verb . Compare : 

b a � a - Q g a  n a - d j l l i g 
fa ther-your h e - a Li v e  

Q a · l a l a - Q g a  Qa l a - d J i l i g 

mothe�-your s h e - a Li v e  

I s  y our fa the� a Zive ? 

Is y our mother a Live ? 

There is  also an examp le of a reduplicated prefix : n a - n a Q g a r l wa b a n am , 

t h a t  ooun t�y in a c ontext , I 'm afraid to go to tha t coun try . But 
reversed word order may also produc e a full pronoun in final position,  
as  in n a Q g a  n i wa , it  i s  for y o u , which may b e  analysed as n a  (masc . )  -

Q g a , y our ( suffix ) followed by the pronoun n i wa ; i t  was tobac c o , g i wa 
b a g a , that  tobaooo . Also o f  a fish : g i wa b a l g u r ,  that  fis h  - b a l a y 
g l wa ,  Long one i t .  

A s  verbal obj e c t s , the gender prefixes do not appear in all cases : 

Q a · y u m b u b ma l a m Q a n d j u 
I- Left man mine 

n j a - y u m b u b  Q a - Qg a � u g u  
h e r- Left fern . wife 

I Left my husband . 

He Left his  wife . 

In the absence of a full s tudy of this language fuller not es  have 
been given ; they may act as a guide for future invest igat ion . 

7 . 5 . D u a l  C l a s s i f i ca t i o n by S u ff i x a t i o n 

7 . 5 . 1 .  L a ng u a g e s  o f  E a s t  K i mb e r l ey 

Thes e  languages are referred to as the ' Dj erag ' group , from the verb 
speak which i s  commonly d j e r a g  amongst these languages .  G eographically , 
they are found chiefly between the Durack Range and the We stern 
Australian border with the Northern Territory , i . e .  in the valley o f  
the Ord River , where they are bounded o n  the north by the sea , and on 
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the south by the M alngin language , the northernmo st member o f  the 
West ern Desert language s .  On the east they are bounded by the Mudbura­
Ngarinman languages , also of the WD type . 

In the pres ent reference no detail i s  given on the language s apart 
from the grammat ical feature s be ing discussed . They are reckoned 
usually as G idj a ( or Lungga ) on the south towards the Fit zroy River , 
M iriwun , G adj erong , Guluwarin . They st ill need more investigat ion . 

As  the language s are all fairly c losely related , they are s imp ly 
t ermed ' Dj erag ' in the following pages . Most of the examples are given 
in G idj a ,  but no matter of principle is involved in the choice of such 
examp les . 

Dj erag nouns fall into two classe s , a mas culine and feminine - this 
nomenc lature is  recognised by native speakers themselves and so the 
gender t erms may rightly  be kept , though they are better not used in 
the more complicated systems o f  the Northern Kimberley . With the noun , 
the adj ect ive and pronoun ( inc luding demonstrat ives ) must agree ,  and 
the pronoun obj ect o f  the verb agrees with the noun to which it refers 
in gender and number . This obj ect i s  often incorporated into the verb . 
The typ ical end ing of the masculine noun i s  the interdental n ,  and for 
this reason it is hardly neces sary to indicat e the interdental variety 
of thi s s ound . Unlike d ,  it does not occur except at the end of a 
masculine noun . The feminine nouns are usually indicated by a final 1 .  
In the ab sence o f  either dist ingui shing consonant , the gender must be 
learned empirically . The change of n to 1 o ften shows a change in the 
sex of the pers on or animal ment ioned : b a n a r i �  is a male p lains turkey , 

b a n a r i  1 the female of the same spec ies . So with many other words , but 
relat ionship terms can only in some instanc es  b� thus changed over , 
though each ends in its  proper gender-consonant . So I) a : l i  1 .  a woman 

( Northern Kimb erley I) a l i  ) . 1 
In the plural both genders change the ending t o  - m . The following 

table ( Table 2 )  shows typ ical words : 

Mascul ine : singular dj i 1 a �  

w i n j a g i �  

m a l a m b a r 

Feminine : singular I) a : 1 i 1 

I) a : 1 d j  a 1 

wa n j a g i l  

lSee page 156.  

g a : 1 i n  

plural d j i l i m dog 

w i n j a g i m  boy 

ma l b a g a : l i m s orcerer 

plural I)a : l  i m  woman 

I)a l d j am frog 

wa n j a g l m  gir l 
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Both genders have a dual number formed by adding -wa r l n  to  the stem : 
d j l l a wa r l n ,  I) a l i wa r l n ,  etc . 

The adj ect ive tends t o  end in the interdental - n , in the masculine , 
and this changes t o  - I  in the feminine , but the final vowel o f  the 
feminine somet imes undergoes modificat i on also . The p lural of both 
genders ends in -m . The following examples  show agreement for both 
gender and number . 

English 

lal'ge 

sma H 

a live 

bad 

good 

Singular 
masculine feminine 

nawe r a �  n awe r 1 I 

w u � o �  w u � o l 

mo : I 1 � mo : I I I  

g i l w a l) g  1 � 9 i I wa l)g 1 I 

j j I g i � j i I 9 I I  

Plural 

nawe r a m  

w u � o j m 

m� : 1 1 m 

g l l wa l)g l m  

j 1 I 9 I m 

As a general rule these agreement s are not made when the adj ect ive 
stands in the predicate ; but the rule is not abs olute . Thus one does 
ask : 

I) u l l)a l l)a mo : l i l ? I)owa l) , n j a l) i nwad . Is y our wife a live ? 

No , she i s  de ad . 

These  languages have a concord system that i s  as strict as that o f  
t h e  mult iple-class ifying language s of the NK . In G idj a for instanc e : 

j a l)a n i - � d j l : y i l t - �  n awa r a - �  ma r a l) l - � l)a r e : l)a r l  n - a ma l) g t ?  

who man that b i g  seeing him-I-did? 

j a l)a n i - I  I) a : 1 1 - 1  nawa r a - I  ma r a l) i - I l)a r e : l) a r l  n j l l - a mg t ?  

who woman that  b i g  s e e ing her-I-di d ?  

J a l)a n - b t  d j l : y l l l - m b t r l - j a n a  ma r a l) l -m l)a r e : l) a r l  n t -ma l) g t ?  
who men those b i g  s e e ing them-I-did? 

The p lural prefix b t r i - is  ident ical with that o f  NK . Further remarks 
on this will be made later . The sharing of I) a l l ,  woman , with these 
languages has already been not iced . 

8 .  I S O L A T E D  C L A S S I F Y I N G L A N G U A G E S  

8 . 1 .  E a s t  C o a s t L a n g u a g e s  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  a n d  New S o u t h  W a l e s  

A n  i solated area o f  noun classifying language s b y  suffixat ion 1s  
found on  the  north-east coast o f  New South Wales , overlapping into 
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Queens land , from approx imately Evans Head to  that c oast opposite 
Stradbroke Is land , and stretching inland as far as the Dividing Ran�� ,  
This group o f  d iale c t s  forms the Banj along language . The best  known 
of the dialects i s  G idabal , stud ied by the G eytenbeeks ( 19 71 ) . These  
student s define it as follows : ' at least nine dialects  mutually 
intelligible are still extant . . . .  The names o f  most o f  the dialect s 
end in - b a l , the ones who say ( somet ime s spelled - b u l l

) :  Dinggabal -

those who say d l n g g a , that ' s  righ t ;  G alibal , those who s ay g a l l ,  t h i s  

(in sigh t ) ; G idabal , t h os e who say  g l d a ,  that ' s  righ t ; Ngara : ngbal , 
those who s ay Qa r a : ,  what ? ;  We : lubal , those who say we : l u ,  y ou ;  Wiyabal , 
those who s ay w l ya , y o u ;  Wudj ebal , those who s ay wu d J e ,  y o u ; Yugumb e : ,  
those who s ay y u g um b e : ,  n o . ' Thi s  last dialect has also been studied 
by M argaret Sharpe ( Sharpe 196 9 )  and is also called Yugumb ir . 

An older , more generali sed study , was made by Livingstone for 
Fraser ' s  edition of Threlkeld ' s  An AU6 ��al�an Languag � ( Threlkeld , 
Fraser , ed . ,  189 2 ) . There are vocabularies in Curr ' s  Th� Au���al�an 

Race and ment ions in later authors . In the earlier account s , such as 
Livingst one ' s ,  the language is called M inyung ( wha t ? ) and as such i s  
di scussed by  Schmidt ( 19l9a ,b ) . 

Although the s e  languages dist inguish four clas s e s ,  and the neighbour­
ing languages are c l early akin to them , the full system is not found in 
the othe rs , with one exc ept ion : the feminine ending - g a n  appears in a 
number of the languages  north and west of the Bandj along group in 
Queens land . Gab igab i ,  for ins tance , is  one of these language s .  At the 
end of this sect ion there will be found s ome discuss ion of this prob lem 
of appar ent ' overlap ' of systems , for it is not easy to decide whether 
this is really a remnant of a once more widespread series of class i fying 
languages ,  or a borrowing from Bandj along into the neighbouring tongue s .  

The bulk o f  the discus s i on here will b e  based on the G eytenbeeks ' 
work on G idabal , and Livingstone ' s  more generalised M inyung . There i s  
no need as  a rule t o  spe c ify the dialect quot ed . In M inyung , there 
are said to  b e  four c lasses  of nouns , a masculine , whose  adj e c t ive ends 
in - b i n ,  a feminine using an ending - n a - g a n , a ' things ' class  in - n j o n , 
and a double set of animates and places  us ing zero marking . For 
G idabal the description is more complicated . The adj ect ival endings 
are easier to us e in this connect ion . The G eytenbeeks state that with 
adj ectives the endings are opt iona l ,  with c ertain l imit ing cases  in 

1 
This etymology for the ending is open to doubt ; it seems to be a form of an early 

Australian *-ga I J g ,  a group of people .  There i s  di scuss ion o f  the matter in the 
sect ion on the origin and spread of Australian language s in the earlier part of 
this volume . 
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which they do not occur at all . There are four classes : 

- g a  I t  masculine 

- g a l t ,  - g a n  feminine ( normal quality ) 

- g a n  weaker quality feminine 

- C a : g a n l feminine , adj ect ive s of  s i ze 

- C a : n l arboreal 

- g a y  neuter 

Thi s list  differs from Livingstone ' s  considerably . ' Si z e ' adj ect ive s 
cons ist of four words onl y ,  one of which will serve to illus trate the 
actual usage , i . e .  g a ma y , big , which shows g a m a y - g a l i ,  big (man ) ; 

g a ma y - n j a - g a n , big (woman ) ;  g a ma - n j a : n ,  big ( tree ) ;  g a ma y - g a y , b i g  

( neut er ) ;  g a m a d i : n - g a m , b i g  ( p lural ) ;  g a ma - n j a - I) b i l ,  big ( tr e e s ­

arboreal p lural ) .  This system differs cons iderably from those of the 
northern language s and is  clearly based on different premises from 
theirs . The marking of plurals by different suffixes is  only one point 
amongst a number . Case endings ( including ergat ive ) are added to  the 
first of a set of units in a noun phrase ,  e . g .  t�e example given , g a d a l) ­
m i r - u  b u l u n j - d j u ,  hard plur . -with a lay lumps-with,  i . e .  with hard a lay 

lumps . 

In G idabal there are other suffixes with class nouns but not in the 
same way as these ; there i s ,  for ins tance , - g i r ,  a lass  of,  e . g .  g a wa l) ­
g i r ,  mother ' s  brother a lass o f  person; wu l b u l) - g i r , te enage gir l a la s s ,  

a teenage gir l .  Thi s suffix oc curs only with human kin terms . Some o f  
t h e  variant s i n  Livingstone ' s  list  seem to  b e  accounted for as part s 
of this system o f  semant ic suffixes , which are disregarded here . 
Plural number is  indicated in Bandj along in a way quite different from 
those seen in the northern language s :  - m a l)  is suffixed to words for 
boy and gir l ;  -d j a I I to words for man and woman , while ' other human 
status nouns ' take - g i r ma m ,  most other animat e nouns either - I) e : n  or 
- g a r a : ,  trees and a few place words - I) b i l ,  and other place words , some 
foods and animals - m i r . Obviously there are completely different 
premises behind these languages and those of North Australia . The 
latter is a relatively homogeneous group , at least in prinC iple ; the se  
of the  east coast are not historica lly re lated to  them . 

The optional nature of the suffixes  is  stres sed also by LiVingstone , 
who says : ' Adj ectives generally agree in terminat ion with the nouns 

lC_  indicates a variable form preceding . 
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they qualify ; but it should be not i c ed that they do not follow any 
hard and fast rule . The suffix may be dropped from the adj e c t ive ; 
more frequently it is  dropped from the noun and retained with the 
adj ective ; and rarely , when the s ent ence can be understood without it , 
it i s  dropped from them both ' ( Thre lkeld l 8 9 2 : Appendix p .  1 1 ) .  Thi s , 
again , is  in comp lete  oppos i t i on with the North Australian languages . 
It rather sugges t s  that the historical basis o f  this system i s  a 
number of fre e  forms which have lost status first o f  all on the 
phonological level of stre s s , and then on the semant ic leve l as  well . 

Thi s suggestion gains strength from the next remarks o f  Livingstone , 
' On the other hand , this rule is  c arried out t o  an extent that sur­
pri ses  us . For instance ,  n u b u Ql and n u b u Qg a n l mean husband and wife , 

but the longer form of n u b u Q - g a n  is n u b u Q - d j a r - g a n . Now , K i b b i n - b a i a  

means Kibbin has , and t o  say Kibbin has a wife would generally be 
G i b i n - ba j a - g a n  n u b u Q - d j a r - g a n . Again , b u r a d J i n  Q a y a b a y a  m i a  would 
mean take the spe ck out of my eye ; where Q a y a - b a y a  and m l a agree in 
terminat ion , yet m l a has the shorter non-life form and Q a y a - b a Qa has 
the longer life form ' . 

It i s  obvious that a system different from those of North Australia 
is present here . First ly , the c lass markers are stem-fina l ,  not stem­
initial . Sec ondly , they are often omit t ed altogethe r .  Again , other 
suffixes  may be added after them , unt i l  the who le word pattern becomes 
one of a not always quite simple  agglut inat i on . This  last fact 
sugges t s  that in this area of Australi a ,  the c lass marking is  almo st 
an aft erthought , at leas t , not a true part o f  the es sent ial structure 
of the language . There is an unmarked clas s ,  that of the general 
neuter , and this covers a wider semant ic field than the corresponding 
c lass  does in the north . In the northern regions , moreover it i s  
never the neuter class  ( so far as 'there i s  one ) that is  unmarked . It 
is therefore to be pre sumed that class  marking is a deve lopment o f  
c omparat ively later date , and that originally these languages d i d  not 
have it . Some of them developed a feminine , - g a n , and thi s is  found in 
Gab igab i and a few other languages  outs ide Bandj along . The suggest ion 
is that Bandj along d ialects  first become dual classifying , then further 
distinct ions were made . At first t here was lack of marking , then 
females were picked out for marking , and then in Bandj along alone , 
further subdivis ions were made . 

The lack o f  conc ord in many instance s  also sugges t s  a later 
development of a marking system ,  which i s  only imp erfectly developed . 

l
Livingstone ' s  spellings here have been adjusted to those of this work . 
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In the neighbouring languages such as G ab igabi and Durabal , there i s  no 
conc ord even when the feminine ending occurs . In Durabal for instanc e ,  
that  man and that woman are wu nma l d a g a y  and w u n ma l d j a n d a l respec­
tively , omitt ing the ' locat ional ' question of where they are in regard 
to the speaker . In Bandj along the phrases would be g i l e  b a y g a l and 
g i l e : g a n  d u b a y . 

Again,  Bandj al ong adj ect ives disp lay much uncertainty about their 
form in the sentence . The G eytenbeeks ( 197 1 : 2 0 )  speak of ' quality ' 
adj ectives and four - four only - ' si ze adj ectives ' ,  which take some­
what different forms of suffix , and both groups subdivide the feminine 
c las s , giving the sets previously quot ed here . Moreover , individual 
adj ect ive s have individual idiosyncras ies : g a ma y , big , has a p lural 
allomorph of the root , g a ma d i : n ,  and no other adj ect ive has such . 
Words for sma Z Z  ( b i d a Q )  and s hort ( mu l )  use with masc uline reference 
- g a l a Q in pre ference to - g a l l without complete rej ect ion of  the former . 
On the semant ic leve l ,  redup licat ion of the root is  possible : g u l  i - g a l i ,  
active man , but g u l  i l g u l i : l - g a l i ,  fair Zy active man . Size  adj ectives 
take a feminine - C a : g a n  (where C represents a morphophonemic ally 
changed cons onant ) which m u l , short and d a l g a y , dry , share also in 
Classes III  and IV , and the G eyt enbeeks describe the di fference by 
' - g a l i g a n , Fern . ( normal quality ) and - g a n , Fern . (weaker quality ) ' .  
All  this makes one feel that the ent ire system is  not really at home 
in Bandj along , and is a local deve lopment of perhaps re lat ively late 
date . This , of course , can only be speculat ion , but the facts  do 
strongly suggest it , and there is no reason to count these languages 
as historically part of the ' multiple-c las sifying ' languages of  
Australia as  a whole . 

The impre s s ion that a local cause ha s been at work here i s  
strengthened when comparison is  made with the G umbainggar language 
immedi at e ly to the south of Bandj along . Smythe ' s  grammar ( Smythe 
1952 : 15 6-7 ) rej ects  the term ' noun classes ' for c ertain differences  in 
G umbainggar words , and prefers to speak of ' noun categories ' ,  of  whi c h ,  
he says , there are nine , marked b y  endings . Some of these endings are 
found also in the G eyt enbeeks ' lists  of noun-markers for Bandj along , 
and not all of them have b een accepted here as ' c lass ' markers .  Thus 
the soc ial ' section ' called w l r u n g g a  has a feminine w i r - g a n - n a ; 
g a r b u n g g a  has g a r - g a n - n a ; and in both cases - g a n - marks the female 
memb ers of the clas s . Other terminat i ons have formal corre spondences  
in Bandj along but the uses are  di fferent . There has been a tendency 
to ' c lass ify ' in the se areas but ' noun-c lasses ' as such have generally 
not developed . In point of fact there ar e instances of  the feminine 
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ending - g a n  as far south as  Awaba about Lake M acquarie , Newcastle 
district , but in all instance s  only on the c oastal s ide o f  the 
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Dividing Range . Examp les are seen in y i  ' n a l , son , y i  ' n a l - g a n , 

daugh ter ; b o r l b a y , husband , bo r i - g a n - b a y , wide . The suffixed - b a y  
occurs also i n  b l y a � b a y , fa ther , but i s  not explained , and the vocat ive 
of this is  b l y a � .  It does not appear even in the related language s ,  
Darginj ung or the rema ins of the G uringgay language , and this i s  
remarkab le , because these are hardly more than dialects  of the Awaba . 
Nor does i t  appear in Dharug or Iyora ( Sydney ) .  

Awaba does c ontain a system of noun class ificat ion that has not 
hitherto been remarked on . It is both complex and unique in Australia 
in that it is based on principles different from those found in the 
other languages ,  even the Bandj a10ng group . It is  therefore j ustifiab le 
t o  deal with it at s ome length here , and t o  give the ana lys i s  that c ame 
to light in the preparat ion of this paper . 

The Awaba system o f  c la s s ificat i on depends on the case suffixe s ,  
and c omes to light only in the proc esses  o f  dec lension . First o f  all , 
ther e  are two sets  o f  case endings , one o f  which i s  added t o  proper 
nouns and to pronouns . The other i s  c ommon to all other types  o f  nouns , 
but c ertain part icles  are u sed b etween stem and suffix which varies  
according t o  a system that can only be called noun class ificat ion . In 
this way the surface form o f  the noun becomes N + C1  + c ,  where N 
noun , C1  = c la s s  and c = case . There i s  no inflection for number in 
the noun as  suc h .  Apart from proper nouns and pronouns , nouns can be 
dichotomis ed into those that take the suffixes d irect and those that 
interpose a c l as s  marker . The feature of mascul ine and feminine 
pronouns was mentioned in the opening section of thi s paper , and on a 
superficial view Awaba i s  simply one o f  the languages in which a 
masculine-feminine divis ion is  recogni sed , at l east as far as  pronouns 
are conc erned . Nouns can be c lass ified into six group s , one of which 
has a zero marker ( � ) , but the markers are not permanent ly attached t o  
one part icular noun : a man can · be ' p ersonal animat e '  and so t h e  marker 
- g i n - is u sed with the word g u R i , man ; or he can be a p lace of origin 
of an act ion and then the marker is  - g a - .  The same fact s  app ly also 
to pronouns and proper nouns . The 1st  person s ingular pronoun � a d uwa , 
I ,  has an ob lique base e mowu � :  e mowu � - g a - d uwa  is  b y  me as , e . g .  a p lace 
t o  s it ; emow u � - g i n - b i r u �  is  from me as a personal s ource of act ion ; 
and s imilarly , g u R I - g l n - g u , to the man as a perso n ;  g u R i - g a - g u , t o  the 

man as a p lace reached , i . e .  a11ative case . Threlkeld ( 18 9 2 )  gives as 
examp le s : governor - u m b a - b a� , I am the governor ' s  (man ) ;  governor - g a y ­

g a l b a � ,  I b e Zong t o  the governor ' s  p Zace ; m u r u R a � - g u - b a g u R i - g u - ba , 
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b e Zonging to  a good man ( something unspec ified , with but a genit ive­
dat ive marker - g u  [ the common Australian form] plus a - b a  of locat ion , 
as in the name Awa - b a , a p Zain 8urfaae with accent on the first 

syl lable ) .  Other suffixes can then be added , e . g .  Awa - b a - g a l - i n - d u ,  
Awa-p Zaae- inhab i tant- feminine-ergat ive in the normal manner of 
agglut inat ive language s .  

The above classes can then be formali sed as follows : 

Class 

proper noun or 
pronoun 

per sonal 

animate 

people or place 

locat ion or t ime 

unspec ified 

Format ive 

- u m -

- g i n -

- 1  a -

- g a l - ( masc . )  
- g a l - i n ( fern . ) 

- g a y -

There can be cro s s ing from one t o  another o r  c omb inat i on of two , 
e . g .  b u � , today , b u � - g a y - g a l ,  b e Zonging to today ( as though today were 
the inhabitant of s omething ) ;  � i g u - wu � - g i n - g u , him- of-per8on - t o ,  to him 

( allative ) .  The complexities  pos s ib l e  cannot be illustrated here . 
Case forms themselves als o are complicated , and there are numbers 

o f  morphophonemic modificat ions . The ergat ive start s from - * l u  as in 
most part s of Austra lia , but t akes on forms such as - l u ,  - ( r ) u ,  - g u , 
- d u o The dative - g u  can be comb ined with - b a  (p Zaae where ) to  form 
- g u b a , ' possessive ' and - g uwa , ' accompanitive ' ;  - g a y  is not only used 
alone but c omb ined as - g a - ba ( assoc iat ive ) ,  - g a - b i r u �  ( ab lat ive ) ,  
- g a - g u  ( allat ive ) and other shapes . There is  also a - d i n  which is  
causat ive but  not ergat ive , while personal nouns use - n u �  as accusat ive 
and dat ive marker , and - u m - b a as possessive . The full analysis  of 
this system will , it is hoped , be pub l ished later . Languages north 
and south of Awaba have not developed such elaborate nominal forms . 

9 .  A H I S T O R I CAL  V I E W O F  NOUN  C L A S S I F I C AT I ON 

9 . 1 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

At this point the thoughtful student will  ask  how the  present 
processes  of noun c la s s ificat ion in various parts  of Australia came 
about . That quest i on cannot be answered apart from the entire history 
of language within the Continent , and thi s is not known . In fact , 
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t ime depths c onsidered , it i s  doubt ful whether it can  ever b e  properly 
answered . What follows is  an attempt to reach a logical answer which 
however , will still  lack documentary historical proo f .  

The pre sent situat ion i s  statable a s  fol lows : ( a )  In various part s 
of Austral ia there are languages wh ich c lass ify nouns in a number o f  
di fferent way s . ( b )  These areas are not c ont inuous . It seems , then , 
e ither that they developed separately and have no histori cal connect ion 
with each other , or that they developed in one area and spread . ( c )  In 
the latter case their present separat ion is  due t o  sub sequent move­
ment s of other types of languages , which have broken a formerly 
cont inuous s equenc e . But on the other hand such an argument is  not 
nec e ssary . A s imi lar principle may have come into use disc ont inuous ly : 
there are other examples  in the world of such happenings . Each o f  
these theories  wi ll be taken into account , though each may not be  
argued in full . 

The pre sent noun c lass ing systems fal l  into a number o f  type s : 

1 .  Multiple classi ficat ion , i . e .  a number o f  classes  greater than 
two , and involving concord between the noun and all other part s of 
the ut terance logically dependent upon it . 

2 .  A s imilar system ,  but involving only two classes , which can some­
t imes be regarded as a masculine-feminine divis ion , or a feminine-non­
feminine divis ion , only the feminine being marked . 

3 .  Each of the s e  types o f  class ificat ion may be  either prefixal or 
suffixal . The reg ions in which each type oc curs show no logical 
determinat ion : the Northern Kimberley languages are multiple-classing 
by prefixat ion , the Eastern Kimberley dual-classing by suffix ing , 
wh ile east o f  these , in Arnhem Land , mult iple clas sify ing by prefix­
at ion prevail s ,  with an enc lave of dual c lass i ficat ion by prefixing at 
two point s on the north coast , and mult iple c la s s i fying by suffix to 
the south and s outh-east of the area . There seems to be comp lete  
geographical confus ion . 

4 .  In coastal New South Wales (with a c orner of Queens land ) there is  
mult iple classi ficat ion by suffix , but the ac tual forms and even the 
principles o f  c la s s i ficat i on do not show any apparent connect ion with 
tho se of North Australia . In the central coastal area of New South 
Wales  there is an examp le of mult ip le classification ( in Awaba ) based 
on s eemingly ent irely different root princ iples as well as d i fferent 
morphemes .  Awaba , in fact , seems t o  be  quite di sparate and t o  be local 
in origin . 
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5 .  In the Cape  York Peninsula region , there are language s which emp loy 
the system here called ' det erminat ives ' to  class nouns , and this is a 

logical , not a linguistic proc ess  at all in the strict sense : no 
morphology is  involved , but only j uxaposition of a general and a 
spec ific noun . Thi s may ac tually , in spite o f  appearance s , provide a 
possible point of origin for the who le princ iple of clas sification . 

These , then , are the basic fac t s  as they appear today . The problem 
is  now t o  arrange them historical ly , if  it is  possible t o  do s o .  At 
the same time , the ident ity or otherwise of the actual morpheme s mark­
ing the various c lasses , must be cons idered , as any historical 
explanat ion depends fina lly on such an ident ity . The occurrence of a 
rna - ( - rna ) c lass almost everywhere - even in northern New South Wales  -
is  an example of what is  meant here . 

In pass ing , it may be remarked that typo logical similarities  between 
the Australian MC languages and Bantu are often very not iceable , but 
the di fferences  in princ iple must not be overlooked ( Capell 1951 ) . 
The unc lassified Burushaski language of north-western India also recalls 
the Austral ian types in many regards : but in all the se cases there is  
no  morphological overlap , so that hi storical connection i s  not to be 
presumed . 

9 . 2 . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  C l a s s i f i c a t i on Sy s t ems 

While there are obviously cons iderable formal differenc es  in the 
various systems by wh ich c lassing i s  marked , these can be reduced t o  
the underment ioned pat terns : 

Classific at i on by 

1 .  determinat ives 

2 .  de ictic  formant s 

3 .  det erminers 

preposed 
or 

postposed dual 
or mult iple 

conc ordant 
or 

non-conc ordant 

The term ' determinatives ' has been used earlier in this paper ; the 
terms deictic formant and determiners need to be exp lained ; this will 
c ome out o f  the idealised example s below . 

The variou s types o f  c lassi ficat ion can be exemp lified by us ing an 
English example set in what seem t o  be the deep structures o f  the 
aboriginal expre s s ions used in the various language s .  If  a type 
sentence I threw that long spe ar is  set out in terms o f  the basic 
expres s ions ly ing behind the various aboriginal languages , the follow­
ing four types will appear : 
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that- 8p8a� that- l ong-one 

d + N n + A 
that-one 

d + D 
that-I- th�ew 

d + S + V 

2 0 3  

Type I I : spe aro- tha t 

N + d 

l ong-one - th a t  

A + d 
that ( - th a t J  

D ( ±d )  
( t h a t J - I- throew 

( ±d )  + S + V 

Type I I I : 

Type IV : 

S-spearo S- long-one 

F + N F + A 
S-that  S-I- throew 

F + D F + S + V 

e p e aro-ro 

N + F 
l ong-one-ro that-ro  I- throew-ro 

A + F D + F S + V + F 

The symbols u sed in the diagram are : 

d deic t ic ; prefixed if pre c ed ing , suffixed if  following ; 

F deictic formant , similarly prefixed or suffixed . 

It i s  doubt ful whether Type IV occurs in Australia ; it i s ,  however , 
a theoret ical possibility which must b e  allowed for in setting out a 
pattern . The diagram itself provides  for full concord ; the languages 
do not always have such concord , but part s of  it are present in almost 
all cases exc ept those of  New South Wales-southern Queensland . 

The Dj irbal pattern i s  unique in that only the demonstrat ive is  
affected . The pos s ible  hi storical sett ing o f  this  fac t will b e  dealt 
with at a later point . For the moment it is enough to set out a 
diagram of  what c a n  happen . When this i s  c orrelated with what does 

happen in various parts  of the continent , it will be possible to study 
also possible historical sequences and deve lopment s .  

The terms u s ed in abbreviat ions need a little further definit ion . 
Although ' det erminatives ' were defined in the earliest section of  
this  paper , a little more c larity may perhap s not  be out of  p lace . As 
there stated , the word is  derived from the use made of it by 
Egyptologis t s  and As syriologists . By them it i s  app lied t o  the written 
language , not to  the spoken . In Sumerian , for instance the det ermina­
t ives p laced be fore a sign were actually ( in the earliest t imes ) 
pronounced b e fore it . One writer has compared such a s i gn with the 
' St '  used in Engl ish before , e . g .  ' St Paul ' - to  signify j ust which 
Paul is spoken of . Those  instanced in the Cape York languages are all 
o f  this kind , and so it  s eems a suitable term for such compounded 
words as were illustrated above from those languages .  The use of 
determinat ives of thi s kind involves no grammat ical concord . I f ,  
however , they are to  b e  regarded as  precursors  o f  the prefixal c oncord­
markers in other languages ,  it would be nec e s sary to  assume a period 
in which the determinat ive actually was repeated aloud b efore each 
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element of the utt erance . There is  no evidence whatever for thi s , so 
that det erminat ive s mu st rather be  looked upon as sui generi s and not 
as a historical part of the mult iple-class  deve lopment s .  They would 
be more c losely akin to the suffixed determiners used in the Bandj along 
and Awaba types of language , e . g .  Awaba emowu m b a - g i n - g u , my person - t o ,  

to me ; emow u m b a - g a - g u , m y  p tace - t o ,  t o  me . 

This  interpretation would then serve to  set off the Cape York 
languages from the others , conne c t ing them possibly with those of 
eastern New South Wale s . This  is  pos s ible , because there is  cons ider­
ab le lexical agreement between the two groups - a feature which does 
not come out in the pre sent paper . 

On the other hand , there has c learly been usage of the determinat ive 
type elsewhere than in Cape York - but of deict ics , not of noun forms , 
for the who le ' c oncord ' principle in Aus tral ia seems to rest on the 
use  of deictic det erminat ive s before ( or aft er)  each item to which the 
idea app l ies , and the multip le-classifying language seems to have come 
into being through some such proce s s .  

9 . 3 .  S t a g e s  i n  t h e  D e v e l opme n t  o f  C l a s s  M a r k i n g 

This i s  an instance where int ernal recons truc t ion is  the only means 
availab le to establ ish the history of a phenomenon . The out come of  
such  an  internal examinat ion point s to  c lassificat ion of nouns as a 
relatively late phenomenon , and to  the deve lopment of  concord as later 
still . 

In ergative languages , the c lass marker tends to be declined as a 
separat e element from the marker , i . e .  in such a language as Yanj uwa , 
the vowe l of the marker as sume s an ergat ive case form as doe s the noun 
stem .  Thi s implies that the ergat ive process was already func tioning 
when noun c lassification appe ared . Noun c lassificat ion i s  therefore 
historica lly later than ergat ivity , and as this seems to  be lat er than 
non-ergavit y ,  the historical sequence must be : non-ergat ive 
ergat ive : classificat ion . Thi s applies , of course , only to c lass ifi­
cat i on of nouns ; that of  verbs is  an independent occurrence . 

Another fact that sugge sts  that c lassi ficat ion is  re lat ively lat e ,  
i s  that CA root s have been involved i n  the proc e s s , and these represent 
a sec ondary stratum of Austra lian language . For example , in the 
Nort he rn Kimberley languages , the root for man , CA * b a d u �  has develop�d 
into b e n d j i n  in the north ( e n d j i n  in one area ) , plural b i r - e n d j i n .  In 
the south , Ngarinj in has developed a R u , a later format ion . In the 
northern languages ,  the C l . I prefix is  b - ,  while in Ngarinj in it is 
a - .  The relative sequenc es are c le ar .  In both cases , C l . I I I  pre fix 
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GROUP OR STAG E :  A. No recogn1tion or Gender or Class. 
B.  Mase . /fem. (a> pronoun only, ( b )  NP also. 
C. Classification-concord System. 

C. CLASSIFICATORY LANJUAGES 

I Cape York I 
OETERMINATIVES � ,-______ ---, 

I , I Daly Rl ver Group A I 
I 

Multiple 
Classes 

n�r!h�r!! �o!:t� �lJEb�r!eil-�a!:a!ilila_ 

southern North Kimberley 

Nth. Arnhem Land : 0 agadj u 

Urnlngangg 

Gunwlnjgu Group 

5th. Arnhem Land : Nunggubuyu­
Anlndl1yawgwa 

Wandarang, etc .  

Isolates:  Nungali 

Wardaman 

N . E .  Queensland : Lamalama 

North: 
OJ lngl11 } 
Wambaya. etc . 

Bandjalong 
East : 

Awaba 

P E R S 0 
Masc . Fern. 

b -

' - , 1 - nja-

( b - )  n j a -

I)adj -

na/n l - "8 1 -

.,a ru - d -

n j a -

d l - n j a -

Y 1 -

MORPHEMES EMPLOYED 

N S 
Plo  

- b l ra -

b l r l -

b l  r I -

b -

1 1 -

w i  r l -

Olo 

b I n  1 -

, 1 -

Animal 

a/Ra -

( n a - )  

Instr. Gen. 

' - , d -
( d - ) 

y l -

0 0 1  

Human : b ( a ) - j  bod.y parts :  a r - ;  genital: g u n - j  trees: g u ( r ) - ;  
tood : ( a )  meat n j a - ,  ( b )  starch .un - .  

DJ ing111 Wambaya 
Nom1native Class Nom1native Ergative 

-' , - I , - ' , - ! -':la , -da , - l a - y l  - y l  

II - ,:, 1 , - 4 a  -1)8 , -g& • �ga - 0 0  - 0 0  

III -u , - I ,  -' , - c  - u ,  - 1 - , - a , - c  - (wh 
IV -.. I ,  - b l  -ma , -ba - ( u ) ma 

BANDJALONJ : -ga I I  masculine 

-ga I I -g a n  feminine (normal) 

-gan feminine (lesser) 

-Ca : gan feminine. adjectives of s1ze 

-Ca : n arboreal 

-gay neuter 

AWABA : proper noun and pronoun 

- 9 1  n - personal 

- I a - animate 

-ga l ( 1 : n )  people of place (m and f) 
-gay place or time 

-;- unspecified 

N . E .  Queensland : DJlrbal � Demonstratives only: rnase . - y l ; fern. - n j  veg. - m j  neutral - "  

?t"eti�in� 

oual -­
Classification 8� 1'.tJ(.t'111 

I Arnhem Land : 

I Isolat.s , 

North=;I 
South 

Tiw1 I East 
Kimberley 

Language { GUnaV1dJ 1 

Nagara { Alawa 

Mangaray 

T1w1 

East 
Kimberley 

Masc. Fem. Plural 

;- n j a - , nj 1 - b I r 1 - ,  b a r a -

;- n j a - ;-

;- ,,- y 1 1 -
, 1 - ., a  ( I a ) -

- ,  I -,- -wi  

-, - I  -. 

Veg. 





GRAMMATICAL CLASSIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 207  

i s  b l r - ,  giving FR  b l r - e n d J l n  but  Ngar . irregularly b u r - u R u . The NK 
languages were in e s sentials developed ( without c la s s i ficat ion , 
presumably ) when the change of  structure carne about . 

Again , where CA words appear in the c l as s ifying languages - in 
many the percentage is rather low - they are not always treated the 
same way as  regards c lass ificat ion . The same applies  to wide spread EA 

words occurring in these northern languages . For examp le ,  * ma R a , e y e ,  

Ligh t ,  seems to  b e  a t  the bas e of  Worora ma R a -ma , Ligh t ;  Ngarinj in 
ma R a . The s e  are C l . V ,  as  tpough the stern were * ma - R a . Worora has 
suffixed the marker :  ma - Ra - ma , as though the initial ma - of Cl . V had 
been mistakenly supposed � be present in a non-root * - Ra - > * ma - Ra - ma . 
Ngarinj in doe s  not suffix markers ,  so the base remains m a R a > * ma - R a .  
I n  Laragiya , however ,  the base was c lassed d ifferent ly , giving d a - ma R a , 
ey e .  Even local root s are sometimes treated in a similar way . A word 
common in the Fit zroy Basin , d j l r i d j ,  magpie Lark , has been borrowed 
into Laragiya as d j i r j d j i r i d b a , C l .  I as non-human animat e .  In some 
case s ,  trans ference of idea may take place without change of c lass 
where it might well be expected , e . g .  Laragiya d a - m b a r - gwa , ( 1 )  tooth ; 

( 2 )  knife edge . 

9 . 3 . 1 .  T h e  F r e e  F orms  c a l l e d D e termi n a t i v e s  

It needs n o  argument to suggest that the earliest type of classifi­
cat i on in Austral ia i s  represented in the free forms , generic nouns 
preceding specific nouns ,  which have been called above ' determinat ives ' .  
Such a device for c lassing nouns i s  by no me ans limited to  Australia . 
It is  very widely used in the language s  of South East Asia , to  mention 
only one group . So it will be t aken for granted here that such a 
pract ice  repres ent s the first stage of  class ification in Australia , so 
far as historical processes  can be e stabli shed at the present time . 
The historical problem is  how to account for the transit ion from 
deterrninat ives to determiners . 

The Daly River language s ( 5 . 5 .  above ) are the first to be cons idered 
in this s ett ing . 

The probable stage of  development from the use  of determinat ives i s  
presented b y  the main bulk of  the s e  languages ,  which u s e  class  markers 
before the noun - with some except ions - and these are in most cases 
actually ident ical wit h the independent nouns . As  one uses  the Cape 
York N + N ,  so does one in this area of  the Daly River . The pattern 
then become s : 

spear tong tha t I threw 

wood-s p e ar wood- that  wood- Long I threw 
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The languages which are not of this t ype are the small dialect group 
Nos . 4 ,  4 a ,  5 and 6 in Table I .  In these another princ iple appears 
which will be discussed be low . 

The analy sis  of this Table (Tab le 3 )  is  as  follows : 

Tab le 3 

Class M arker Root in individual language s 

2 t e , awam  ma t j e m p i n j a  me a t :  t e , awu , me t j e m , p i n j a  

3 m i y i  vege tab le food:  mi  y i 

4 t j  0 1) , Y i I i  tree : t j  0 1) , t j  U I) U 

5 ! a  r tre e :  t awu r ( groups 4-7b ) 

6 wa t i , rna , wa forms of CA * b a d u l) ,  man . 
See be low . 

7 I) U l) g u , wu r ( unident ified ) 

8 wu wuwu , dog in 9 and 9a 

As this list stands , therefore , it is  j ust a case of putt ing a noun 
of general meaning before a noun of specific meaning , but with the 
difference that the first N is beginning to exhib it phonet ic change s ,  
and that not al l be long to preci sely the same language . 

The forms in No . 6 for man are more remarkab le . They j ust do not 
belong to the serie s :  * b a d u l) is part of the WD languages , and its usual 
modern form there is wa d i . That is  to say , that the Mara- language s 
are beginning to  show true class pre fixe s ,  and these are derived from 
out s ide the Daly River area . 

These  Daly River languages thus show a clear step towards the 
development of c lass  marking by prefix . At the moment , this is  a 
typological matter,  not a historical one . Whe ther it can also be read 
as historical remains still  to  be proved or disproved . 

The matter of conc ord become s of int erest at this point , for one of 
the features of MC language s is usually a more or less e laborat e con­
cord between the noun and its dep endent element s .  But this is not 
always the case . 

Tryon summari s e s  the Daly River languages as fo llows : 
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C lasses  Concord : Poss . Adj . 

Mulluk G roup : 
Mulluk subgroup 4 - + 
Daly subgroup 4 - -

Brinken-Wogadj Group : 
Brinken 7 + + 
Maranunggu 6 - -
Wogadj 4 - -

Dj emeri G roup 7 + + 

See Tryon 1974 : 29 4 , and the whole paper for detail s . It i s  clear that 
there is  no original unity in the se languages as regards anything more 
than the fact that nouns are c lassed . 

The further prob lem , of  the interconnect ion of  the morphemes used 
in various languages to  mark noun c lasses , depends on the possibility 
of ident ifying the markers and providing at least feasible original 
meanings for them . Can thi s  be done ? 

The Tab le fol lowing ( Table  4 )  shows the actual prefixes  oc curring 
in the different language groups .  It should be noted at thi s stage , 
that in some case s , prefixes oc cur in one language with a c ertain set 
of  nouns - a l imit ed set only - which are not normal c omponent s of the 
language as a whole .  Laragiya kinship terms somet ime s dist ingui sh sex 
by the use of prefixes n i - and I) a l - for male s  and females re spectively , 
but as normal markers of sex these are found only in the G unwinj gu 
group , whi le Laragiya usually does not dist ingu ish sex but uses a 
prefix b - for animate ,  like the m ( u ) - of the African Bantu languages .  

In Laragiya , son (m . s . )  i s  n i - ma r g , daug h t e r  I)a l -m a r g ; n u -w a g  i s  
y ounger brother , while I)a l - a g  i s  y ounger s i s ter ( -w- being s imply a 
glide ) ;  n u - g u n j l ,  s i s ter ' s  s on (m . s . ) ,  and 
daug h t e r . This can hardly be accidental . 
only monosyllabic  nouns appear to  take the 

I) a  I - g u n j  I ,  s i s ter ' s  

M oreover , i n  G unwinj gu , 
masculine prefix at all 

( e . g .  b l n i n j ,  man ,  rather than n a - b i n i n ,  as against g u n - d j e m ,  tooth ) . 

What the exact history in the s e  phenomena i s  lies out s ide the pres ent 
scope  and perhaps even possibility of knowing , but the fact s  need to  
be borne in mind . 
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9 . 3 . 2 .  T h e  H i s t o ry o f  t h e  ' D e t e rm i n e r s ' 

It i s  pre sumab le that these forms here called ' det erminers ' began 
life as free forms . It might appear that they , b eing descript ives , 
would have a c loser connection with de ictics  than with other cat egories , 
but the most clearly distinguishab le of them , - m  or m - , for vegetab le 
food , point s  back to  a noun , * ma y i  which in various shapes  is  still in 
use . C ertainly deictics  were used ,  and in some language s their 
influence is  very c l ear ,  so that must be rej ected out of  hand . It can 
still  be assumed that as a rule , suffixed markers represent an older 
word order N + D ,  i . e .  noun fol lows deictic , and prefixed markers and 
order D + N ,  i . e .  deictic followed by noun . What then of the redupli­
cat ed forms , simult ane ous prefix and suffix of  some language , built on 
the pattern det + N + det?  Thi s double ordering seems to  po int back 
to an ordering of  the deictic for which there is  very little evidenc e 
anywhere in Austral ia . It would seem to entail some original mi stake . 
The commonest occurrence of de ictics  in normal Australian languages  i s  
after the noun . This would suggest that the N + N is the older 
pattern , leading to suffixed det erminers when thi s  stage was reached . 
When the further stage was reached that origin of the det erminers had 
been forgotten ( as , e . g .  the fact that -m or m - stood for * m a y i )  and 
emphasis  was needed as against generalisat ion , then the det erminer 
began to be repeated for emphasis  after the noun , through a probably 
brief stage when the deictic , in its required clas s , was used before 
the noun , in its  required c las s marked by suffix . This is the 
intent ion behind the diagrammati sation as Type IV , * th i s -F spear-F 

Zong - on e - F  thi s - F ,  in formula 

( d )  + [ N  + FJ + [ A  + FJ [ d  + F J . 

It may be suitable to  take Dj irbal as a start ing point (without any 
hi storical implications ) .  Here there is  distinct ion b etween male and 
female ( the latter inc luding other items which probably have 
mythological connect ions ) ,  vegetable  food s ( -m )  and a general group 
inc luding all other it ems , marked by ¢ .  This zero class  belongs to a 
t ime when classing was not pract ised at all in Dj irbal ; the distinct ive 
markers be long to the period in wh ich c lassing took p lace . The male 
c lass  rec eived most dist inct ion ( a s  might be expected in an Aboriginal 
soc iety ) , and the root forms of  the marker were changed , the second 
syl lable  being lost , and a sub stitut ion made for it . Thi s sub­
stitution was - V i , which itself appe ars as a masculine marker in one 
area of Arnhem Land . The vegetable food was marked by -m  which 
clearly repre sents * m a y i ,  and point s back to the system of  determinat ives 
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already discus sed . The marking by - n  takes in the feminine and other 
groups that s eem to be interrelat ed . The three di stance markers work 
on s imilar lines and may be tabulated as : 

ba l a  + b a ( l a ) y i  - b a l a - n  - b a l a - m 

g i n J a  + g i  ( n J a ) y i  - g i n j a - n - g i n j a -m 

Qa l a  + Qa ( l a ) y i  - Qa l a - n  - Q a l a - m  

The s e  sets  then present a cons istent pattern . They b egan with 
distinc t ion between mas culine and feminine (a dual c la s s i ficat ion ) as 
against all  others , which were zero-marked ( b a l a - , g i n j a - , Qa l a - ) . 

Next for this  language came a setting apart of  vegetab le foods , marked 
by the initial m- of *ma y i .  

Although this i s  a purely logical analys i s ,  it may sugge st itself  
as very l ike ly also  a historical analysis  of the  development which 
took plac e in thi s part of Aust ralia . I s  it possible  that s imilar 
stat e s  of development are represented by the other languages as wel l , 
i . e .  that dual classificat ion prec eded mult iple  and that mul t iple  
c lassificat ion came last  of all?  

These  sugge st ions need test ing against the  language s . Do any of  
the  other groups suggest a s imilar deve lopment from zero  c la s s ing , 
through dual , t o  mult iple , the lat ter capab le of indefinite expans ion 
( if the languages had chosen to carry on such subdivision as it was 
carried on , for instance ,  out side Au stralia , in Nauru and Bougainvi lle , 
to ment ion only two ) ?  

The answer seems t o  b e  only a very l imited assent . I n  the East�rn 
Kimberley languages it is a negative answer , for these have a 
masculine ending - n , a feminine - I , with a c ommon plural - m .  The mark­
ing of a plural is unusual in Australia . The mul t iple  c la s s i fying 
languages mark a p lural only for rati onal animate s , and usually it i s  
a form of - b i r i . Research pub l i shed elsewherel shows that a p lural in 
- r e a )  is characteristic of  c ertain areas in Australian pronouns , and 
has not hing t o  do with the formations now under s tudy . The - * b i r l  or 
* b i ra  forms , whether prefixed or suffixed , c an b e  ruled out ; those in 
- m  have no parallel elsewhere at all . The Tiwi language has masculine 
- n l ( which fits another patt ern , but not the Dj irbal ) ,  feminine - g a , 
also d i fferent , and p lural -w i , which belongs to  the - * b i r a tradit ion . 
The answer would s eem to b e  that the Dj irbal s eries  i s  not a universal 
mode l ,  even as a theore t ical rec onstruct i on ,  l et alone a historical 

1 
See general paper on the Austral ian language s in this volume . 
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pre cedent . Yet the vegetable class in - m  < * m a y l does stand . It  is  
needful , then , to look for corre lates t o  the  other c ommon class 
forms . Tab le 4 pre sent s the c ommone st markers of the various classes 

found in MC language s .  They appear t o  have originated in a numb er 
of centre s , not in any one , and repre sent the clothing of a princ iple 
in forms which di ffered from region t o  region . 

If  it  is  true that - m ,  m- stands for * ma y i , were all the prefixes/ 
suffixes originally independent semantemes ?  Thi s  is not easy to 

prove , because there is  s o  much variety among them,  and at the best 
they c ould have been only of local validity . It has appeared that 
the EA root * b a d u Q , man , can account for the Cl . I pre fix b in 
Laragiya and becoming * a R u  and also * a R i in Ngarinj in , for the Cl . I 
a - of that language . In Worora the pre fix j - could easily point 
back to i n d j a * b a d u Q  in preci sely the same way . 

9 . 3 . 3 .  S t a g e s  o f  N ou n - c l a s s i n g 

Certain features of some of the languages invo lved in the pre sent 
study suggest that what are now bound prefixes were once free forms 
preceding the noun . Yanjuwa ( 5 . 3 . 1 . )  is one of the languages in which 
this feature is  clearest , for in Yanj uwa the c lass prefix to the noun 
varies  for case . A prefix who se vowel is - a - changes this to - u - in 
the ergative form , whi le still  adding the ergat ive suffix - * l u  to the 
noun as  we ll . It i s  cl ear that the prefix was only a free form preced­
ing the noun , and that it agreed in case with the noun to which it 
belonged . Thus Kirton ( 1 971 : 3 9 )  gives the prefix set s :  

Table 4 

C lass 5 Class 6 Class  7 

nuc lear m a - n a - n a � u -

referent m u - n u - n uwa � u -

direct ive/accessory mU Q g u - n U Q g u - n U Q g a � u -

a s  spec imens o f  prefix changes ,  the corresponding suffixes t o  the same 
nouns being - � ,  -wu , - l u / - l a respect ively . Uses such as the se  suggest 
very c learly an original independenc e of what are now pre fixes . 

If  it is  now asked , what free forms would originally have stood 
b e fore the nouns , the answer is either an art icle or a demonstrat ive . 
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Of the s e  two , for Australian languages the demonstrat ive i s  the  more 
likely choic e . So the theory accepted here is  that the pre sent c lass  
markers  in the languages that now prefix them were originally demon­
strat ive s preceding the noun . 

Yet some of the languages suffix class markers . This would sugge st 
that in the earlier stages of the se  languages the demonstratives 
followed their nouns . G iven the originally rather free word order o f  
Austra l ian languages - still  preserved i n  many of  them - there i s  no 
difficulty in thi s sugge st ion . There is therefore no difference in 
princ iple between the pre fixing and the suffix ing of c la s s  markers .  
Details will have to be di scus sed i n fra in regard to individual 
languages and forms , but the princ iple is hardly controvertible . 

There are languages in which the c lass markers are s imultaneously 
prefixed and suffixed . These  would seem t o  point back t o  the 
expres sion o f  the demonstrative both b e fore and aft er the noun . Thi s 
i s  less  t o  be expected , but there are indicat ions t o  be discussed later 
that s ome such proce s s  actually did take p lace . The phenomenon o f  
' class crossing ' seems to pOint in t h i s  direct ion . Laragiya i s  one o f  
the languages in which such events c an take p lace , and Mawng i s  another . 

Can anything be said about the forms of the demonstratives that were 
originally u sed? Their forms and their nature need to be studied 
t ogether , because form and meaning naturally go t ogether : if  there i s  
n o  meaning t o  be expressed n o  form i s  needed . The first question will 
then be : what noun c la s s e s  are ' original ' in a given are a ;  then -
where did they come from? What are the princ iples of c lassification 
at work? The forms will naturally follow the meanings they are intended 
to expre s s . Some of the languages give c learer indicat ions than others . 
The Daly River languages are ' primat ive ' in this sense and in some 
cas e s  it i s  easy to see  that the class  prefix is an abbreviation of an 
independent noun . The C l . V prefix m a - which generally refers t o  
vegetable foods ( amongst other things ) ,  i s  clearly linkab le with the 
root * m a y l .  vege tab le foo d .  Its applicat ion to such things in the 
abbreviated form of a prefix or suffix i s  reasonable : the only prob lem 
ari ses as  t o  the ' other things ' sub sumed into such a clas s .  

It i s  desirable t o  make dist inction b etween c lass ifying languages 
as  such and gender marking language s .  In the former there i s  no 
different iat ion o f  masculine and feminine : one prefix marks human 
beings of e ither sex . Bantu languages are c lassify ing in this sens e . 
In Austral ia such languages are limit ed to the extreme north of the 
Northern Kimberley d i strict and to Laragiya ; all other languages are 
gender languages : Lamalama , Dj irbal , the east coast language s ,  all the 
dual c la s s i fy ing languages .  
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It i s  suggested that dual classification represent s the earliest 
s tage of the proc e s s  under study . Beginning as demarking sex of  living 
be ings , it sub sume s finally all existence under one of the two group s . 

It i s  a sort of lingui stic dual organi sation . Schmidt , following the 
Culture C ircle philosophy , tried to  work out links between such 
soc ial phenomena and lingui stic phenomena . There is no intent ion here 
to  do such a thing : on the contrary , the areas of dual organi sation 
in soc i ety and in language do not coinc ide . Actually two di fferent 
discussions have to go on s ide by s ide ; one is  conc erned with the 
princ iples of  c lassificat ion in a language , the other the formal 
means by which the c la s s ificat ion is made . Multiple c lass ifying 
language s and dual clas sifying language s may both be either prefix ing 
or suffixing . 

Masculine and feminine dist inct ions are the chief marks of the DC 
language s ,  espec ially those wh ich suffix . In some cases these are 
' natural ' ,  i . e .  males  are masculine , females are feminine ; in others 
they are ' grammat ical ' as in Romanc e languages in Europe . Thi s is 
another crossing of princ iples which occurs in apparent irregularity 
in Australia . Even in DC languages in which class ing is  grammatical , 
there is  no neces sary agreement in the morpheme s used for each marker . 

Other types of dist inct ions than M and F seem c l early to  have begun 
by the marking of a non-human/human , rather , perhaps than inanimate/ 
animat e ,  because the ass ignment of the non-human animates  still 
pre sent s much variety in the various  language s .  The non-human will 
include the animals . The latter are marked in CY by the determinat ive 
m i � ,  where as  the inanimat e marker * m a y  is  not only CY but universal 
wherever such marking takes place at all . Obviously food was a first 
nec ess ity : * ma y is the most important concept in Aboriginal - or any -
life . So the beginnings of a four-c lass system appear : masculine , 
feminine , food , rema inder . In some cases it was a three-class system 
that developed : human , animal , remainder . 

Let the remainder first be called ' neuter ' ,  without imp lying that 
thi s means ' lifeless ' .  Neut er might be subclas sified , and in Arnhem 
Land this took p lace in a number of way s , varying from region to 
region . In one area tools were picked out for spec ial ment ion , as in 
Forrest River , where n - became the marker for art ifacts of  human 
origin and , indeed , in the case of wa � a , honey , insect manufac ture , 
but of  high value to man . In another region reference to  the earth 
was picked out for marking , as in Mawng and the G unwinj gu group , Rose 
River and Groote Eylandt . All these  less common cases are scattered . 
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The animal world would probably b e  c las s i fied first  according to  
the sex of the  animal . This was usually done by s eparate words for 
each , as i t ems in a landscap e ,  not by any theoretical taxonomy . Such 
taxonomy , when it occurred implied contact , knowledge and a certain 
spec ial importance .  In Forrest River a became the s ign of the animal 
c las s ,  which  was regarded as indeed animate ,  but not human . In this 
class the c learly animate spirit world was inc luded for that also is 

non-human . So a 8piri t ( FR d J uwa r i )  came to take the a - concord : 
d j uwa r i  a n j i Q g a , thi8 spiri t .  The same thing happened i n  some Bantu 
languages . The prefix a seems to be an abraded form of R a - of the SE 
languages ( Nunggubuyu and Anind i lj awgwa ) .  

The chief  difficulty that ari ses  in connect ion with noun class 
prefixes i s  not the vari ety of  morpheme s ,  but the variety in the 
semant ic fields wh ich they denote .  It is more than pos sible that the 
latter variety ari ses  from the fal ling together of originally separate 
prefixes into homonyms through phonetic or other types of  change 
during the lifet ime s of the languages . One out standing example of 
thi s is the pre fix ma - .  

Thi s  prefix i s  the only one which occurs in all the languages under 
considerat ion , wit hout exception . Reference to the Table ( 5 )  will 
show that it is  universal . But its semantic fie ld is not the same in 

al l .  G enerally it refers to  vegetable food , but in parts of Arnhem 
Land and the north in general it refers to ground or wat er - in some 
cases to obj ects  connected with ground or wat er , in others only t o  
obj ects  connnec ted with the wat er .  The former subgroup i s  exemp lified 
in the G unwinj gu group , the latter in the Rose River-G roote Ey landt 
group . The fact that in the G unwinj gu group the prefix can in c ertain 
cases be ma n - instead of  ma - is also worth noting . 

Where ma - refers to  foodstuffs , it can b e  traced to  * m a y i ,  vege tab l e  

food . But thi s does apply to  cases such as Nungguburu ma - R a Qa g , canoe 

( as compared with a - Ra Qa g , tre e ,  wood ) . It i s  in these cases that the 
alt ernat ive m a n - seems to occur , as  in Gunwinj gu ma n - g a b o , a cree k . 

There could then b e  an alternat ive root * ma n - to  be traced - but for 
the fact that  G unwinj gu ma n -me  is vege tab l e  foo d .  Harris  ( 1 9 6 9 : 17-18 )  
says for G unbalang that ' ma - occurs before retroflexed ' e ' ,  b efore ' e '  
followed by u ,  0 ,  also before w ,  y ;  ma n - occurs elsewhere , the n con­
forming to  init ial nasal ' e '  of stem ' . However , her examples  are 
m a - w a y a g ,  8 hadow , and ma n - d u l um ,  mountain , neither of which refers to  
eithe r  food or water ! Actually both are atyp ical references . 

In Laycock ' s  Lamalama t here i s  a prefix m u n - referring to  starch 
foods such as m u n - a r em , l i Zy roo t .  It i s  interest ing that he quot e s  
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certain of  his informant s as translat ing the se into English with a 
ma y a - prefix to  the English word : maya - li ly , et c .  Thi s means that 
they did not dist inguish two groups , m u n - ( or ma n - )  and maya  ( or 
ma y i - ) .  It would perhap s be pos sible that water plant and water itself 
have caused a cross between the two forms and meanings here . 

9 . 3 . 4 .  S y n t a c t i c  F a c t o r s  i n  t h e  D e v e l o pme n t  

Two t ypes o f  syntactic  influence are seen i n  the development of  the 
class  markers which work by pre fixat ion . The first has already been 
referred to : an ergat ive language tends to  mark this factor in the 
changing shape of  it s prefixes for ergat ive and sometimes other cases . 
Thi s means that the determiners now prefixed were once free forms -
up to  the t ime of the advent of ergat ivity into the language s .  The 
mo st notab le case of thi s  is seen in Yanj uwa as de scribed above 
( 5 . 3 . 1 . ) ,  for in Yanj uwa a c lass prefix may take on three forms . Kirton 
( 19 7 1 : 3 9 )  gives the pre fix set s ,  of which three classes exhibit the 
following forms : 

Tab le 5 

Class 5 Class  6 C lass 7 

nuc lear ma - n a - n a � u -

referent m u - n u - n uwa � u -

direct ive/accessory m U Q g u - n U Q g u - n U Q g a � u -

The name s of  the cases are hers , and their meaning does not matter at 
the moment . At the same t ime the nouns themselves take as case affixes 
- � ,  -wu  and - l i / - l a  respect ively . 

That these  markers were then free forms prec eding the noun i s  
clear .  What would they have been? Either art icles or demonstrat ive s 
would be likely to  oc cupy such a posit ion . For Australian language s a 
demonstrat ive is  the more likely choice . So the theory here accepted 
is  that the pre sent class markers began life in the present prefixing 
language s as demonstrat ive s prec eding the noun . Thi s does not rule 
out the possibility that they were earlier nouns - determinatives -
later reduced to demonstrative func t ion . Thi s i s  precisely what the 
determinat ives in CY and Daly languages are doing now . As  nouns they 
are secondary , of only general meaning . It has been shown earlier how 
the proc ess  of degradation is  sugge sted by the pre sent -day uses  in 
Dj irbal . 
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Another syntactic problem , however , arises  from the fact that Bome 
languages are suffixing . Thi s would suggest that at some stage the 
embryo class  markers - nouns becoming demonstratives - followed the 
radical noun . G iven the originally free word order of Australian 
languages - s t ill pre served in many of them - there i s  no d ifficulty 
in thi s suggestion . The case of simultaneous prefix and suffix 
(p + R + s )  is  a little more d ifficult , but the suggest ion made above 
that this represents  a more or less  ' cockney ' emphasis  b eing given to 
the noun by the repetit ion of the determinat ive still  s eems reasonable . 
A case  could b e  made out for suffix ing being earlier than prefixing , 
and the example given in Dj irbal of a hypothet ical * ba l a - m  ma y l  g u � ­
b a R a  point s i n  thi s direct ion . This will account for suffixing 
( ba l a - m  * b a l a  m a y l )  and * ma y l g u � u n b a R a  for prefixat ion . The not 
uncommon linguistic phenomenon of contaminat ion can account for doubling 
in reverse order . There i s  the possibility of  a demonstrative being 
repeated aft er the noun as wel l as b eing used before it : in Dj irbal 
t erms , * ma y l g U Q u n b a Ra - ma y l , as  was mentioned above . It i s  p o s s ible 
and no decis ion can be made between the two processes , in view of the 
absence of  diachronic mat erial . The double process  i s  commonest  in the 
NK area : Worora and Unggumi both show instances of it on a c onsiderable 
scale . 

The resultant arrangement in terms of number of c lasses  per 
language and their types  and remarks on them appears in Table  6 .  The 
' type s ' referred to are those of the theoret ical English examp le u sed 
in 9 . 2 . The added Type 5 c ons ists  of the det erminat ives in the Daly 
languages .  

The preceding section has dealt chiefly with prefixat ion . But there 
is also suffixat ion , and suffixat ion is  the mo st usual grammat i cal 
proc ess  in Austral ian languages .  The smaller group of prefixing 
languages does not seem to  represent a genet ic subdivis ion but some­
thing developed apart , based finally on syntactic factors . The 
suffixing class  languages seem to b e long to another movement of  
language , from d i fferent areas or  t ime s - or  both . Many of  its  
members have a c ons iderab le share of the  CA voc abulary and some kind 
of  EA vocabulary too , but the two c ontents together seem to  b e  small ,  
and much o f  the word-store o f  such languages seems to b e  idio syncrac t ic . 
In general , a s  remarked at the very beginning of  this paper , Australian 
languages do not distinguish between male and female be ings , much less  
show a divi sion into grammat ical masculine and feminine like the 
Romanc e languages .  Where they do , the feminine is  the marked class  
and the masculine unmarked . 
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The base type in Austral ia i s  therefore a language in which neither 
gender nor c las s is marked and where the olde st pronouns are singular 
only . Number marking seems to have c ome later , and there is more 
agreement about a dual indicator (usually * b u l a d j , two ) than about a 
plural . A trial i s  least unc ommon , though not abs ent . 

The first deviat ion in morphology from thi s type is the marking of 
the feminine third person singular pronoun . The se have been di scus sed 

in ( 9 . 3 . 2 . ) above . The distinction is  not alway s made in other than 
the singular number , even at this stage . 

Number seems to have been left unde fined at first . It will be 
suggested e l sewhere that in Australian languages ( a s  also apparent ly 
in Tasmanian ) ,  only singular pronouns at first existed - plural , dual 
and in some places  trial ( or paucal )  were built up differently in 
di fferent areas and at di fferent t ime s .  There is  a clear dichotomy 
between languages whi ch mark a plural ( or dual ) by suffix , like other 
clas se s ,  and those  that different iate number from class  by using a 
suffix for dual and plural numbe r ,  even though it may be morphologically 
the same as the c lass  pre fix , b l r i - or - b i r a ,  apparent ly originally 
* b a r a .  

In nearly every case number indication is  l imited to humans . A noun 
of the animate c lass does not mark plural unless  it be longs to the 
subc las s animate-human : man and woman can be plurali sed but dog ( i f  in 
this clas s )  or spe ar ( if Cl . I ,  as it often i s )  cannot . 

Pre sent day classing seems almost chaotic , apart from these very 
broad out l ines . It cannot be thought that this has always been the 
case . Mythology has played a part : generally sun is feminine and moon 

is masculine because in Abor iginal mythology these are respect ively 
woman and man . There are except ions to thi s ,  e . g .  Forrest River , where 
sun is C l .  VI ( n - )  like a manufactured art ic le . Assoc iation also has 
p layed a part ; frequent ly spe ar is masculine because it is the man ' s  
weapon ; womme r a , spear - thrower is  the servant of  the spear as woman i s  
of  the man , and s o  i t  becomes feminine . Remarks b y  J . R . B .  Love i n  this 
connection among the Worora are enlightening ( Love 1936 : 44 ff . ) ;  on 
pp . 44-5 he has an int ere st ing not e on the assignment of classes to  
introduc ed obj ec t s ,  and the  mot ive s that lead to  such an  assignment . 
Phono logy has also most probab ly played a part . 

The idea of  conc ord needs hi storical explanation also if  such can be 
found . So do the forms of the conc ord markers , which are not always 
identical with those of the noun . The idea itself  most likely sprang 
from an attempt to define referenc es , and there is evidence that at 
first the markers used in concord were free forms . This is espec ially 
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Table 6 :  Classes  found in Australian Languages 

Language Type Classes  Remarks 

Northern Kimberley 
as  a whole 3 4 - 6  

Arnhem Land -
Nort h :  Laragiya 3 5 

G agadj u 3 5 sex in verb , etc . 

Urningangg ) 3 4 Mangeri ) 
Gunwinj gu Group 3 5-6 

Sout h :  Nunggubuyu 3 8 defin . and inde fin . forms 
Anind i lyawgwa 3 8 defin . and indefin . forms 
Wandarang 3 5 

Ngandi 3 6 

Ngalagan 3 4 

Yanj uwa 3 7 *  many local complicat ions 

Barkly Tabl elands 
Dj ingili 4 4 *  

Wambaya , etc . 4 4 *  

Daly River 
Mulluk G roup 5 4 adj s .  are verbalised 
Brinken-Wogadj 5 4-7 adj s .  are verbali sed 

South-We st I solates 
Nungali 3 5 
Wardaman 3 3 only part ial c oncords 

Dual Classifying 
Tiwi 4 2 
G unavidj i 3 2 verb exc luded from concord 
Nagara 3 2 
Alawa 3 2 
Mangaray 3 2 
East Kimb erley 4 2 concord throughout 

East Coast 
Bandj along 4 4*  

Awaba 4 6* di fferent system at base 

'
Languages with this mark are ergative . 
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not iceab le in Yanj uwa , where the c lass  pre fix changes t o  mark the case 
of the noun . Inc idental ly , thi s serve s to suggest that class marking 
was later than the deve lopment of an ergat ive case , for this case 
shows it self in the prefixed class marker . 

From the grammat ical point of view , NCs are syntact ic features  
rather than morphological , and the  variat ion in number of classes  and 
details of concord may be syntactic phenomena as much as semant ic . 
They are attempts  to  connect  in the speaker ' s  mind the ideas that 
belong together . They are not elaborat ions which try to picture 
increasing details of thought on the speaker ' s  part . Henc e it is  
quite possible that the variations found throughout Australia may be 
often of  - so to  speak - local manufacture . Thi s truth would certainly 
app ly to the dist inct ions of local forms in pronouns and demonstrat ive s : 
similar processes  have taken place in the Scandinavian language s though 
not in German or Engli sh . 

For these reasons it may not be possible to do more than fix 
certain broad out lines of probable development - in the ab sence of 
diachronic information - which may show how the eXist ing situat ions 
have come about p sychologically rather than in terms of hi storical 
linguistic s .  It thus seems very likely that det erminatives represent 
an early manner of gaining clarity of referenc es  in Australia , as in 
the M iddle East ; but there is  no ne ces sary connect ion between their 
appearanc e in the Cape York and about the Daly River . A dist inction 
of  two genders can well have developed in more than one area : the 
divers ity of markers suggest s thi s  may be so . 

Mult iple c lass ificat ion is  rather different . There are signs of a 
common origin of  this proc e s s  in the frequent agreement of morpheme s 
marking the classe s . But there is  no reason to sugge st that this was 
a spread from one c entre at one time (more or less ) , as seems to be 
the case in the spread of CA languages , inc luding perhap s the ergat ive 
case . Even here some of the ergat ive suffixes stand apart from the 
* - l u  series and must be historica lly independent of it . The M C  
languages agree only partially in the dist inct ions they make . One may 
suppose transfer of a very few determinat ives to the rank of det erminers 
at first - the mo st out standing feature s of landscape and the most 
important needs of human life will have affected the development . 
There would be a distinc t ion between human and non-human ; then within 
the non-human , between animate and inanimate .  The relative importanc e 
of items of the non-human world will have had an effect - food and 
water for living , and among foods , animals of chase and other kinds of 
animal , and non-animal element s of the surround ings . Instrument s and 
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tools may well b e  set apart , as  they are in some language s .  
Frequent ly the non-human groups seem to  be  regarded primarily from 
pOint of origin - earth ,  water , etc . Body part s are so  irregularly 
class ified that they do not seem to belong to early strata , except in 
rare cases such as Lamalama , where they have their own prefix ( - a r ) , 
and even then they are not grouped under it . In Lamalama , Laycock ' s  
' genital ' class  s eems to  be a further re finement of the body part s 
class  - and so  on to varying degree s .  This applied equal ly we ll to 

the Bandj along type on the east coast , while  the Awaba classing seems 
to be primarily soc ial and not a c lass ificat ion of nature . at all . 

9 . 4 . T h e  E a s t  C o a s t  C l a s s i fy i n g  L a n g u a g e s  

The language s referred to here are Bandj along and Awaba , and 
incidentally a number of languages apparent ly related to these but 
lacking c lassificatory systems . The se  languages are not only histori­
cally quite  distinct from those of  the north and north-west , but they 
have u sed different original mat erials to  construc t their systems . 
The main dist inct ive feature i s  a masculine c lassifier - g a l i ,  - g a l , 
and a feminine - g a l i : n .  The se  two are found in the Sydney language 
( generally called Iyora for lack of a true name ) .  

Thi s  i s  an important and interest ing early EA word . It i s  found in 
its  fullest in Victor i a ,  but occurs in C entral South Australia 
(Arabana , etc . ) .  In the form of  - g a l it forms a widespread ending of  
tribal name s : with phonetic  variant s such as -wa : I ,  - b a l , it i s  found 
in southern New South Wales , a number of regions of Queens land , and in 
the Northern Kimberley in the name of the Wunambal tribe . It i s  
treated more fully as  t o  its  distribut ion i n  the general study o f  
Australian language s i n  another paper of  this book . Here the treat­
ment is limited to  the part it plays in these eastern c entral coast 
languages .  

The basic form of  the suf fix i s  - * g a l i g .  Thi s ending is  added to 
words in the c entral and western Victorian languages to  indicate trial 
number or a paucal plural . It is  one o f  the characterist i c s  of these 
languages ,  and has been the s ubj ect  of  a paper by L . A .  Hercus ( 1 9 6 6 : 

3 3 5-7 ) . She shows that in Arabana it is  still  a trial : a n i r i - g a r i , 
we three ; a n i r l , we , limited by the addition of g a r l  < * g a l i g .  She 
then defines it as ' g u l i or g a r i  meant a group of people sitt ing 
together or assoc iat ed with each other in some way ' . Peop Ze in general 
in Wembawemba (Victoria) is b e ry , from * b a ry ,  a word already d iscussed 
frequent ly in these pages . 
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In the east coast c lassifying language s ,  thi s root has become first 
of  all g a l i ,  ma l e  member of trib e , then in Awaba has taken on the form 
g a l i : n ,  fem a l e  member of tribe ; in the north it has become g a n  by 
abbreviat ion , and so appears in Bandjalong as a feminine marker , there 
apparent ly with different iat ion into a second form , whereby g a l  i g a n  i s  
fema l e  (norma l qua li ty )  and g a n , female (we aker qua l i ty ) .  Just  what 
this implies , the G eytenbeeks do not make quite  clear ; it i s , however , 
a local development . In Waga and Gabjgab i dialects g a n  i s  s imp ly woman , 

fema l e , as also in Danggadi . It was pointed out in 8 . 1 . that the 
occurrenc e of this word in s ome of the surrounding language s is quite 
likely a borrowing from the coastal language s ,  the word gradually 
working its way northward . In any case , i f  this exp lanat ion i s  right , 
it repr e s ent s a most unusual case of s emant ic different iat ion in a 
series of suc c e s s ive regions . The original meaning of s o c i a l  group i s  
retained i n  the language s of Queensland and in the Winambal of  the 
Kimb erley s ( t hough there is no account ing for its is olated app earance 
in the north-we st ) . It also oc cur s as  a tribal name ending in part s 
of the western Torres Strait s .  

Thus a word that began as a trial numb er marker has gone through 
some unexpe cted stage s : 

1 .  trial ( g a l i g )  

2 .  group of associated people  ( g a r i , g a l ) 

3 .  member of a tribe ( - g a l ) 

4 .  fema le member of a tribe  ( g a l  i - n > g a - n )  

The comb inat ion g a l i - g a - n  in Bandj along i s  a fourth development of very 
limited validity and not clearly explained as  yet ; g a n  = woman is a 
local deve lopment in the area north of  the Bandj along and to a l e s s  
degree south of it . 

In the Bandj along reg ion there i s  no appearance of * m a y  as marker 
for vegetab le food s . The ' res idue ' class  here , called ' neuter ' by 
Geytenbeeks , ' refers to all inanimat e s  other than tree s , and to all 
animat e beings other than humans '  (G eytenbeek and G eytenbeek 1 9 7 1 : 8 ) . 
It i s  marked by a zero ending , and the final - n  of Dj irbal i s  probab ly 
cognat e with - g a n  of Bandj along . There are other subgroup ings in 
Bandj along also , such as - g i r ,  the s e t  or c lass  of . . . ( a lmo st in the 
mathematical usage of s e t ) : these  are peculiar to  the locality . The 
ending - g a y  given for neuter reappears in Awaba , where it is app licable 
to locati ons and t ime s . 
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The Awaba system i s  again pecul iar and s e ems t o  b e  o f  local 
development . Unfortunately , the more c losely related languages  are 
not well enough preserved to make c lear whether the system is found in 
Dharug , Iyora , G ur inggay or Darginj ung . 

The patterning in Awaba has c ertain connec t i ons with that o f  
Bandj along , sharing the - g a l , g a l i : n ,  * g a l i g ,  and also - g a y , but in 
this language the latter is applied to locat ions or t imes . The 
personal marker i s  - g l n - which oc curs between noun stem and case  ending . 
No explanat ion for thi s o ffers it self as yet . The other difference i s  
that proper nouns and personal pronouns insert - u m - ,  b etween stem and 
case ending . The word for e a g Z e hawk , b i r a b a n , has a genit ive b l r a b a n ­
g u - ba but , as  the name o f  Threlkeld ' s  tutor , the same case becomes 
B i r a ba n - u m - b a . Similarly ,  Q a d uwa , I, has a genit ive e mmo -wu m - b a , my , 

and a dative e mmo -wu - Q , to me , as well as the personal e mmowu Q - g i n - g u , 
to the p Zace where I am , as against the c ommon noun forms b i r a ba n - g u  
and b i r a b a n - d a - g u and the proper noun forms B l r a - b a n - ( n ) u Q and 
B i r a ba n - g i n - g u . The doubling o f  n in the personal form seems to be an 
error based on English use : - um - remains as  proper noun and pronoun 
ob lique case  marker . R . H .  Mathews ' notebooks show nothing similar in 
Darginjung or Dharug , so  that the peculiarities  look like local 
development s in Awaba itself . 
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