
THE USE OF DEICTICS TO IDENTIFY PARTICIPANTS IN BAHASA INDONESIA 

O .  I N TRODU C T I ON 

DONALD F. BARR 

In any discourse one maj or considerat ion i s  how partic ip ant s are 

brought ont o t he stage of the di scourse and sub sequent l y  trac ked t hrough 

the text . l Dist inct pat t erns and strat egies exist in every language 

to accomp l i sh t hi s  proc e s s . Baha sa Indone s ia has a t e xt ual u se o f  

d e i c t i c  word s , i n i  ' t his ' ,  and i t u ' tha t ' ,  among i t s  reperto ire o f  

trac king devi ce s .  The purpo se o f  t h i s  paper i s  t o  show how suc h deic t i c  

words funct ion in Baha sa Indone sia t o  help ident i fy part ic ipant s in 

narrat ive di scours e .  Furt her , it is shown t hat no anal y s i s  of deic t i c s 

in Bahasa Indonesia can be considered complete  i f  it fail s t o  take into 

acc ount c ertain aspe c t s  o f  the t otal d i sc o urse  in whi c h  deic t ic s  oc cur . 

1 .  T H E  BAS I C  PATT E R N  

I n  Baha sa Indone s ia t here i s  a rather st andard patt ern o f  introdu c ­

t ion and sub sequent trac king o f  part icipant s  in narrat ive d i scourse . 

S imply put this  i s  as follows : 

1 )  A par t ic ipant i s  introduc ed by a formula : s e - o ra n g  ' o n e -p e r s on ' ,  
2 

+ NOUN PHRASE ,  often furt her descr ibed in c laus e s  introduc ed by y a n g . 

2 )  The next referenc e i s  usually by NOUN PHRASE + i n i . 

3 )  Furt her reference i s  by NOUN PHRASE + i t u .  

4 )  Sub sequent referenc e i s  by means o f  pronouns ,  NOUN PHRASE + i t u ,  
affix ing o f  - n y a  t o  t he partic ipant , use  o f  t a d i or t e r s e b u t . 3 

This basic pat t ern c an be seen illustrated in a s hort story by 

Mohammed Kas s i n ,  ' Cara Chic ago ' ,  one of several in his  collect ion of 

stor i e s  ent itled Ternan Vudu k .  I n  ' Cara C hicago ' t he ma in part i c ipant , 
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a woman , who is never given a name , i s  introduc ed and furt her ident ified 

as follows : 

: 3 )  S e - b u a h  a u to t i ba d i m uka  s t a t i o n  d a n  s e - o r a ng 

( 4 ) 

one ( numeral 
c l as s .  for c ar 

car arrive i n  fron t  of s ta t io n  and one -person 
( num . c las s .  
for person ) 

pe r em p u a n  � b e r b a d a n  ke c i l  mo l e k b e r d a n d a n  bagu s  d a n  
female wno ha s body small p re t ty dre s s ed werr- and 
b e p e r h i a s a n  c u k u p ,  k e l u a r  d a r i  a u t o  i t u ,  d i  i r i n g ka n  o l e h 
wearing jewe lry e nough got out from car t ha t  accompanied by 
s e - o r a n g  a n a k  p e r e m p u a n  umu r k i r a - k i r a  d e l a pa n  t a h u n . 
one-pers on c h i ld female  age abou t eight  years 
'An  au t omo b i Z e  arrived i n  fro n t  of the s ta tion and a woman who was 
sma l l  of bui ld and pret ty, we l Z  dre s s ed and wearing a fu l l  set of 
j ewe lry, g o t  out of t he car acc ompanied by a g i r l  aged about e ig h t .  ' 

M e l i h a t  p e r em p u a n  � � d a t a ng i n i , ked u a  l a k i - l a k i  
s e e i ng woman who J u s t  came t his b o t h  men 

i t  u 
tha t 

b e r g a m i t - g am i t a n  d a n  wa k t u  p e r em p u a n  i t u p e r g i kem u k a 
nudged each o ther and when woman tnat g o  i n  fro n t  of 
l o k e t  a k a n  membe 1 i 
t i c ke t window i n  order t o  buy 
d a t a n g  m e n g h a m p i r i  d i a .  
came approached her 

k a r c i s ,  
ticket  

s e - o ra ng d i a n t a r a n y a  
one -person i n-among - t hem 

' See ing the  woman who had just  c ome,  the  two men nudged each  o ther,  
and when t he woman wen t to t he ticket window t o  buy a tic k e t ,  o ne 
of t hem approached her . ' 

In sentence ( 3 )  the woman i s  rather fully introduc ed , beginning with 

t he formula s e - o r a n g  p e r em p u a n  ' one -person fema l e ' followed by a rat her 

long descript ive c lause introduc ed by y a n g . In ( 4 )  she is ident i fied a s  

p t! r em p u a n  y a ng b a r u  d a t a ng i n i  ' woman who ju s t  come this ' ,  a t  t he 

beginning of the sentence and by t he end o f  the sent enc e she i s  marked 

a1; a well e stabli shed part ic ipant as p e r em p u a n  i t u  ' woman tha t ' ,  and 

fj,nally d i a ' her ' .  That she is wel l establ i s hed is shown by t he shorter 

rE,ferenc e ,  a single noun rather t han a fuller phras e ,  plus be ing marked 

by i t u ' t hat ' ,  and furt her in t he pronominal referenc e .  

Thus we see t hi s  basic pat t ern o f  partic ipant introduc t ion and iden­

t i ficat ion , a t hree step pattern of estab l i shing part ic ipant ident it y .  

We see  the rat her set formula of introduct ion . Subsequent referenc e 

i s  t h en by means o f  markir.g t he noun phrase ident ifying t he par t i c ipant 

with d e ic t ic s ,  by i n i  first , and in later referenc e s  by i t u .  
Thi s  i s  s imilar t o  t he patt ern in English in which t here i s  as a 

rule a t wo step proce s s  of estab l i shing a partic ipant . In Engl ish a 
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part icipant i s  introduc ed us ing an indefinite art ic l e ,  but t hereaft er 

t he definit e art icle  may be used . For e xample , c on s ider t he beginning 

of t hi s  fairy tale : ' Once up on a time t here was � beau tifu �  prince s s  
who lived i n  a �arge g l oomy cas t l e  a � �  a � one . One day t h e  princ e s s  
wa s out  i n  h e r  garde n a n d  a s trange �ooking dwarf approached h e r  . . . ' 

In two steps the princ e s s  is e st abli shed in t he st ory . In Baha sa 

Indonesia we see a t hree step proc e s s  of part ic ipant introduc t ion and 

establ i s hment in the d i sc our s e  involving t he use  of deic t ic s .  

A furt her int erest ing c harac t er i s t ic of t hi s  t extual u s e  of deic t i c s  

i s  t hat i t  i s  logically analogous t o  t heir spat ial use . In the spat ial 

use of d e ic t i c s  obj ec t s  c l o s e  t o  t he speaker are referred t o  a s  ' t his ' ,  
whil e  obj ec t s  fart her away are referred t o  as ' t ha t ' .  S imilarly , in 

t he t extual u s e ,  i n i  ' this ' ,  occurs on t he reference t o  a part i c ipant 

c l osest t o  it s introduct ion ( when t he hearer first had c ontac t wit h t he 

part i c i pant ) .  I t u  ' tha t ' ,  on the ot her hand , mark s  referenc e s  farther 

away from t he original introduc t ion,  maintaining t he same c l o se-far 

away dist inct ion as in t he spat ial u s e  of d e ic t i c s .  

2 .  S OM E  VA R I AT I O N S I N  T H E  BAS I C  PATT E R N  

While  t he basic patt ern o f  partic ipant ident i ficat ion described 

above seems fairly widespread t hroughout narrat ive discour s e ,  a survey 

of a number of narrat ives soon reveals some seeming c ontradict ions to 

the pat t ern . We will examine some of t hese and show that with an 

adequat e discourse per sp ec t ive t hese  seeming d i sc repanc i e s  c an b e  

rat her n i c e l y  explained , and furt her add we ight t o  t he growing evidenc e 

t hat a di sc our se perspec t ive i s  not a luxury but rat her a nec e s s it y  

for l ingui st ic invest igat ion . 

Three basic not ions of discourse help give a fuller and more compl et e 

understanding of t he func t ion of deict ic s in Baha sa Indone sia . These  

are : 1 )  a d i st inct ion between Maj or and Minor par t ic ipant s ,  2 )  re­

sett ing o f  part ic ipant ident i ficat ion at  a new paragrap h ,  and 3 )  a 

d i st inc t ion between kinds of informat i on in discour s e . 4 

We quic kly note in o b s erving the use  of d e ic t i c s  in Bahasa Indonesia 

t hat t he patt ern described above app l i e s  only t o  maj or part i c ipant s 

( not nec e s sarily people onl y ,  for somet imes animal s or even inanimate 

obj ec t s  play maj or rol es ) .  Minor part i cipan t s  may be introduc ed in 

t he same fashion wit h t he formula s e - o r a n g  . . . , but are subs equent ly 

trac ked by u sually affixing the particle  - n y a  rat her t han one of t he 

deic t ic word s ,  i n i  or i t u .  For example in t he story ' Pengalaman di 

Jakarta ' a servant who plays a relat ively minor role in the whole st ory 
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: .s  introduced as s e - o r a n g pe l a y a n  ho t e l  ' one -person s ervan t hot e l ' ,  
but i s  subsequent l y  trac ked by marking him a s  p e l a y a n n y a  ' s erva n t ­
�efin i t e ' ,  o r  when fully established wit h a pronoun , d i a  ' h e ' .  Thus 

a di fferent pat t ern for ident ifying minor part ic ipant s exi s t s  t han t hat 

f or maj or part ic ipant s .  

Now c onsider the following span o f  ident ificat ions o f  a maj or par­

t ic ipant in the same story , ' Pengalaman di Jakarta ' :  

( 2 9 )  ped a g a n g  i t u  
merc han t  tha t 

( 3 0 )  i a  
he 

( 31 )  d i a 
he 

( ] 8 ) b i n g u ng n y a , 
shock his  

( :1 9 )  b a d a n n y a 5 

b ody h i s  
( L. 0 )  k u l i t n y a 5 

s ki n  his  

5 

( L l )  p ed a g a n g i t u 
mercha n t  that 

i a  
he 

WE may ask why in ( 4 1 )  t he reference to t he merc hant shift s t o  t he 

fu l l er noun phrase with i t u where up t o  t hat point pronouns or even 

more oblique re ferenc e s  in t he form of t hird person pos s es sive marker s ,  

- n y a , suffi c ed . There are no new part ic ipants introduc ed who might b e  

c onfu sed w i t h  t he merc hant if pronouns were used . Why t hen in ( 4 1 )  

i s  t here a shift t o  a full noun phrase , p ed a g a n g  i t u 'merchan t tha t ' ,  
inst ead of c ontinuing on with a pronoun for referenc e ?  The answer lies  

in  t h e  fact t hat ( 4 1 )  i s  a paragraph break , t he beginning of a new 

pa ragraph . Thi s i s  marked by a t ime indicator , a c h i r n y a  ' fina l ly ' ,  
anoi a c hange in locat ion from t he s hower stall where sent enc e s  ( 2 9-4 0 )  

ta�e plac e t o  out s ide the stall . Here as at ot her paragraph boundar ies 

the reference t o  a part ic ipant is  reset more fully , u sually by a noun 

phl'a s e  p lu s  t he deic tic i t u .  
Furt her refinement s in the basic pat t ern o f  deic t i c s  in part icipant 

ident ificat ion involve a dist inc t ion in kinds of informat ion in a 

d i :;cour s e .  The se type s of informat ion inc lude sett ing , bac kground 

mat, erial ( addit ional informat ion given that i s  not crucial to t he 

advanc ement o f  the main event sequenc e ,  but which i s  helpful in ex­

p la,ining the s it uation so t he hearer get s the r ight informat ion ) , 
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evaluat ive mat erial ( c omment s by t he aut hor or speaker giving his  

evaluat ion of a situation ) , and collat eral mat erial ( informat ion given 

a s  t o  what could have happened , but which did not . Thi s  add s muc h  t o  

t he event s by giving a contrast of what might have occurred ) ( Grime s 

1 9 7 2 : Chapter 4 ) .  

In a number of t ext s observed t he basic patt ern seemed t o  fall apart . 

For example , a s equenc e o f  ident i ficat ions of a maj or part ic ipant , 

anot her merc hant , go es a s  follows : 

( 5 5 )  . . .  s e -o r a n g  ped a g a n g  y a n g  b e ra s a l  d a r i Am e r i k a 
one-person merchant who origina tes  from America 

( 56 )  o r a n g  Amer i ka i n i  
person America t hi s  

( 57 )  kedua  p ed a g a n g - p ed a g a n g 
b o t h  merchants 

i t u  
that 

( 58 )  pe d a g a n g  Ame r i k a i n i  
merc han t  America t hi s  

( 5 9 )  d i a  
he 

( 6 0 )  kama r 
room 

( 63 )  o r a n g 
p e rs on 

( 64 ) d i a 
he 

( 6 5 )  i a  
he 

( 6 6 )  i a 
he 

( 67 ) i a  
he 

( 68 )  i a 
he 

o r a n g Ame r i ka 
person America 

Am e r i ka i n  i 
America this  

( 7 0 )  ped a g a n g  Am e r i ka i t u 
merchant America that  

t e r s e b u t  
mentioned 

Initially t he merc hant is introduced acc o rd ing to t he basic patt ern , 

s e - o r a n g  p ed a g a ng y a n g  b e r a s a l d a r i  Am e r i k a ' one-person merc han t  who 
origina t e s  from America ' .  The sec ond reference i s  acc ord ing t o  t he 

patt ern a s  wel l , o r a n g  Am e r  i ka  i n  i 'person America this ' .  But t hen 

problems ar ise . Two part i c ipant s are ment ioned , ked u a  ped a g a n g - p e d a g a n g 

i t u ' b o t h  merchants  that ' ,  and m e r eka  i t u ' t hey tha t ' .  Then again in 
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( 58 )  t he merc hant i s  identified a s  ped a g a n g  Ame r i ka i n i  'merc ha n t  
America this ' ,  where w e  might expect i t u acc ording t o  t he basic patt ern 

d e sc ribed . In ( 5 9 )  tt ings seem semi -normal with a pronominal re ferenc e ,  

but t hen in ( 6 0 )  t he merc hant ' s  room i s  id ent ified rat her fully a s  

kama r o r a ng Amer i ka t e r s e b u t  'room p e r s o n  America mentioned ' .  Onc e 

more in ( 63 )  he i s  o r a n g Am e r i k a i n i  'person America this ' ,  before a 

shift t o  a more regular sequenc e of pronouns occur s ,  skipp ing t he use  

o f  i t u ,  leading up  t o  ( 7 0 )  where a ful l er noun phra se plus  i t u s igna l s  

a new paragraph .  

Thi s  seeming c haos can b e  ordered and tamed with t he help o f  t he 

concept of kinds o f  informat ion in di scourse . Bahasa Indone sia , l ike 

many ot her languages , oft en has different grammat ical forms used in 

�Tent passage s from those u sed in non-event mat erial such a s  sett ing , 

�lc kground , evaluat ion o f  speaker , or c ollat eral . 

Suc h i s  the case wit h participant trac king t hrough a disc ours e . 

Int ervening non-event mat erial within a s equenc e o f  event s in a sense 

upset s t he normal patt ern o f  part ic ipant trac king . In the sect ion 

describ ed above we see t hat ( 57 )  is bac kground informat ion which t he 

al� hor gives t o  the readers to help t hem further underst and t he c onne c -

t j.on between the t wo merc hant s i nvolved in t he story . ( 5 8 )  re sume s t he 

event l ine tra� ing the init ial act ions of t he American merc hant on 

t l�ough ( 59 ) .  In ( 58 )  t he merc hant is ident ified a s  ped a g a n g  Am e r i k a 
i r  i and t hen d i a ,  after t he interrupt ion o f  t he event line in ( 57 ) .  

Or� e again in ( 6 0 )  t hrough ( 6 2 )  non-event mat er ial int ervene s ,  this  

t i me setting mat erial , a descript ion o f  t he room and bat hroom where t he 

mErchant i s  staying . Within t hi s  sect ion , t he sett ing o f  t he stage for 

t t e  next epi sode , t he room is ident ified as the merc hant ' s  wit h t he 

ra t her long p hrase kama r o r a n g Ame r i k a t e r s e b u t .
6 

In ( 63 )  the sequence 

of main event s resumes with t he American merc hant being fully ident ified 

as o r a n g Ame r i ka i n i , as a not yet fully e stabli shed part icipant , t hough 

no other part ic ipant s have been introduced . Had i t u been u s ed rat her 

t han i n i  it would have marked t he merc hant as an already wel l e stab­

l i shed part icipant in t he discour se . The use  of i n i , towever , ind ic at e s  

t hat t h e  merc hant i s  still  not fully e stabl i shed , probably because o f  

t he var ious b i t s  of non-event material being int er spersed into t he 

na �rat ive at t hi s  point . The int erj ect ion o f  suc h non-event material 

in a sense delays t he full e stablishment of t he American merc hant till  

we ll into  t he �ipsode . By  ( 64 )  and ( 6 5 )  he  i s  e stabli shed and re ferred 

to with pronouns only . 
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3 .  C O N C L U S I O N S  

Thus we have seen some important way s i n  which Baha sa Indone sia u s e s  

deict ic words t o  estab l i s h  a part ic ipant i n  a narrat ive di scourse and 

help trac k him t hrough it . Furt hermore , i t  became c lear t hat t he kinds 

of  c oncept s t o  whic h it was nec e s sary t o  appeal t o  explain c hoices  

among deic t i c s  in various sent enc e s  wer e not sent enc e -grammar conc ept s ,  

but discourse-grammar one s .  Thu s a disc ourse perspect ive i s  a mu st in 

understand ing t he full func t ion of deic t i c  word s in Bahasa Indonesia . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  Thi s paper was originally pre sented t o  t he Lingui stic Association 

of t he Southwest ( LASSO ) ,  in Dalla s ,  Texas , November 1 9 7 6 .  

2 .  Or a partic ipant may b e  named . In such cases  the pattern being 

d � scribed d o e s  not apply . 

3 .  The s c ope o f  t hi s  paper i s  l imited t o  examining primarily t he 

func t ion o f  t he d e i c t ic word s in part ic ipant referenc e .  Tad i and 

t ,� r s e b u t  oc cur muc h  l e s s  frequent ly and are beyond t he scope of t h i s  

paper . 

4 .  For a full d i scus sion o f  kind s of informat ion in d i scourse see 

Grime s 1 9 72 , C hapt ers 3 ,  4 ,  and 6 .  

5 .  - n y a  has s everal func t ions , two of which are seen in this pap er ; 

l '  a s  part of t he part ic ipant id ent ificat ion scheme along with i n i  and 

i t u ,  and 2 )  as t he t hird person possessive morpheme , it s func t ion here . 

6 .  I b e l i eve t he use of t e r s e b u t for part ic ipant re ferenc e i s  a more 

direct l ink to t he speec h act s ituat ion .  I t s  u s e  rat her t han i t u has 

t h e  effect of drawing t he read er/hearer a b it out of the mid dl e  of t he 

event s equenc e , and c loser to the speaker-hearer speech act s ituat ion . 

The p hrase kama r o r a n g  Amer i ka t e r s e b u t  'room p erson America mentioned ' ,  
has a sort of passive feel in t he sense of ' t he room o f  t he Ameri can 

merchant who was ment ioned ( by me , t he speaker t o  you , t he hearer ) ' .  

The performat ive element i s  no t spe c i fied but I feel is implic it in 

the u s e  of t e r s e b u t  here . 
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