
7 . 4 . 2 . 2 .  NEW GU I N EA P IDG I N  TEACH I NG : 

LANGUAGE POLI CY OF  THE CH URCHES 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 1 .  G E N E RAL REMARKS  

A . K .  N e uendor f 

When considering the poli cy of  churches  on the s ubj ect  of Pidgin 

teaching, it is very di fficult to give any policy that is followed 

who l ly by any one church . For example , wi thin the Catholic Church 
there are various mis s ions , each one following its own programme i f  any 

programme at all . This is not true for t he Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of New Guinea,  known as Elcong or ELCONG ( now renamed t he Evange lical 

Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea (ELCPNG ) ) ,  for i t  has a fairly 

s t andard programme throughout the whole  church . The evangelical group 

of churches large ly follow t heir own system wh ilst all but one s ynod 

of  the United Church do very little indeed in the way of Pidgin teach

ing . The Angli can Church and t he Seventh Day Advent ists  are much the 

s ame , e xcept for very i s olated individual e fforts on the part o f  some 

mi s s ionaries . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 2 .  TEACH I N G I N  P I DG I N 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 1 .  I NTROVUCTORY R EMARKS 

The Evange lical Luthe ran Church of  Papua New Guinea really is the 

main church carrying out teaching IN t he Pi dgin language . Some dioce ses  

9 f  the  C atholic  Church also have a programme . Also some individual 

prie s t s , brothers , S i s t ers , in other areas ( for example West Sepik and 

Manus ) ,  as wel l  as a few Protestant mis sionaries are engaged in t hi s  

type of  work but , i t  must b e  repeated ,  a s  individuals . 
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7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 2 .  THE E VANGE L I CA L  LUTHE RAN CHURCH O F  PAPUA NEW G U I NEA 

( E L C O N G ,  N OW E LCPNG ) 

Elcong have a long estab lished p olicy from b e fore World War I I . 

Their po licy extends to a couple of vernaculars as we ll , but i t  i s  

mos t ly in Pidgin covering the province s where they work , vi z .  the 

Morob e ,  Madang,  Eastern and Wes tern and Southern Highlands , and t he 

Chimb u  Provinces . They have a full range o f  textb ooks that they  have 

deve loped ,  covering the ten-year programme that is offered . They do 

not run thi s stre am of educat ion in compe tition with the national 

education sys tem where up t i l l  now English has b een the medium of in

s t ruc tion . Wherever a congregati on feels · the need to ope n  a s chool and 

agrees to pay the teache r ,  and i f  a teacher is avai lab le , then the pro

gramme can s tart . 

The s e  teachers receive minimal payment for their work s o  as not to 

be a b urden on the communities t hey s erve . For this reason s ome of  them 

speak from t ime to t ime in a di sgrunt led way , when they compare the ir 

s alarie s with t hose of teachers in the nat ional education system.  Some 

teachers in the nat ional system have had fewer y ears o f  s choo ling and 
less  teacher education than s ome of t he E lcong teachers , b ut b ecause  

they are in the English s tream they are paid b y  the  government and com

paratively hands omely . 

The Elcong system i s  to have a s eries of  schools run by the various 

congregations at the congregat ion or vil lage leve l .  There are almo s t  

5 0 0  teachers teaching in t hese  s chools . In  mos t , the language o f  in

struction is  Pidgin and the textb ooks cover a normal range of subj ects 

and are in Pidgin als o .  
Then there i s  a select ion at the end of  the four years and the young 

pe ople go to a ' circuit ' l evel s chool for two more years . There are 

ab out 70 teachers invo lved at this leve l .  This brings the child t o  the 

end of his primary equivalent schooling in Pidgin . 

There i s  then a further s e lect ion into secondary equivalent educ a
t ion of  four y ears at the ' district ' level . Here there are 5 0  t eachers 

involve d .  A t  the end of  these further four years o f  s chool ing quite  a 

numb er of young people go i nto medic al training or t e ache r training for 
the Pidgin stre am .  Elcong runs two colleges to train these and t here 
are 12  lecturers involved . 

The following tab le gives an idea o f  the s e lect ion involved : 
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Enrolment in village s chools over four years 

Average enrolment per year in village s chools 

Enrolment in circuit s chools over two years 

Average enrolment per y ear in circuit s choo ls 

Enrolment in district s chools over four years 

Average enrolment per year in di strict s chools 

14 , 7 3 2  

3 , 6 8 3  
1 , 5 32 

7 6 6  

9 1 3  
2 30 
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Thi s  represents quite a high was tage rate - from an average enrolment 

of 3 , 6 8 3  in the vi llage s chool to an average enrolment of 2 30 in the 

dis trict s chool . I t  is  therefore NOT to b e  wondered at that many fee l  

the teachers produce d are firs t- c las s , doing a first- clas s j ob .  Some 

e ducati onalists  are qui te convinced they are b e tter te achers than thos e 

in the nat i onal educ at i on sys tem . 

E l cong states that it b elieves the education o f  the children o f  

parents i n  El cong i s  a vit al responsibi lity o f  the church and that this 

can best be carried out in the vernacular and/or Pidgin . ( This by 

answer to a ques tionnaire sent t o  all the churohes . )  They further add : 

' We regard this programme to be  a maj or b enefit to the church and t he 

country as a whole . We e xpect it t o  b e c ome o f  greater importance t o  

the country in the future ' .  

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 3 .  TH E SW ISS E VANGE L I CA L  B ROTH ERHOOV M I SS I O N  

The Swiss  Evangelical Brothe rhood Mis s ion also use t h e  Elcong pro

gramme and material and have s ome s tudents up to the n inth year now . 
The ir teachers in the programme are mainly mi s s ionaries and they have 

ab out 2 0 0  s tudents in all , covering the West ern Highlands , Chimb u ,  

East ern Highlands and the Madang Provinces . Thi s  church also b elieves 

i t  has a re spons ibi lity to t he chi ldren of its  church memb ers . And 
this church als o runs a very vigorous st ream of educat ion within the 
nat ional system . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 4 .  THE CATHO L I C  CHU RCH 

The Catholic Church in the Madang and to a lesser extent in the East 

Sepik , Southern High lands and the Ch imbu Province s ,  for a period s imi lar 
to E lcong, have been  running catechist s chools . The graduat es of these 

s chools have been involved in te aching in vi l lage s chools for s ome 

decades now . The church in Madang very strongly b elieves that these 
s chools have p layed a quite s trategic part in preparing people t o  live 

in general , often in other part s o f  the count ry , and also to work for 

the country . 
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Unt i l  ab out 2 0  years ago , the Madang peop le who obtained s alaried 

government employment as policemen , medi cal workers , interpreters , et c . " 

and who worked as domestics or on p lantations were people who had b een  

to a village school t aught by a catechis t .  The  average length o f  t ime 

spent in s uch a s chool was about four years , although younger s t udents 
often spent many more years than t hat in it . At the s chools , the 

students certainly learned lit eracy in Pidgin b ut also other s ub j ects 

such as mathematics , social studies , and general knowledge were taught 

in addition to the main s ub j ect  of the Bib le . The result of  the lit

eracy was the complete breakdown of iso lation when men went away t o  

work . An ever- increasing volume o f  correspondence began t o  flow b oth 

ways - village t o  w ork-p lace , and work-place b ack t o  vi llage . As church 

servi ces b egan to be held in Pidgin , this was a tremendous help als o .  

A s  the Elcong textbooks were printed ,  these also began t o  b e  used . 

The present cate chis t training centre in Madang was opened in 19 6 4 ,  

b ut prior t o  that there had b een another . Pres ent training covers a 

two-year cours e .  There are als o  in- service course s  o f  s i x  months run

ning at the s ame centre for cat echists  from the fie ld to at tend to b ring 

them up to date in content and methods . These  courses are continuous . 

Here the church pays the cat e chist s ,  but expects the people who go 

to s chool in the catechist centres to make a contrib ution to the church 

in kind ( produce of s ome kind ) as even today t here is very little ready 

money away from the coast in the Madang Province . The catechi sts  again 

are paid a minimal amount and are e xpected to work their own gardens as 

we l l .  The ir work is mainly in t he mornings and the evenings . 

For some years now t he Madang Archdioces e has not kept any statistics  
at  all for  the s e  catechi st cent res . They believe there could well b e  

ab out 3 0 0  such centres i n  the province s o  there would probab ly b e  up
wards of 1 0 , 0 0 0  involved in the programme . When the East S epik and 

Chimbu dioceses and to a smaller ext ent the centres in the Southern 

Highlands are taken into account , it can be s een that the impact of  

the s e  Pidgin centres has not  b een incons iderab le , and is  also  continuing . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . T E A C H I N G  O F  P I DG I N 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 1 .  GENE RA L  REMARKS 

The above section has b een talking of  teaching IN Pidgin mainly , 

though it has included teaching OF Pidgin as well . There is another 

group of churches who are vitally involved in t he t eaching OF Pidgin 
whi ch includes s ome teaching IN Pidgin as well . In t he main , however , 

i t  i s  Pidgin literacy that is taught t o  speake rs o f  Pidgin . And this 

group all s eem to us e the same series in t heir programmes - the K���m 
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S � v e  series of  readers - G��n�ng Unde�6 ��nd�ng 0 6  K nowledg e .  These 
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were b as i c al ly prepared in the Sepik b y  the Christian Miss ions in Many 

Lands and printed by Krist en Pres ( o f Elcong) . It is a graded series 

of  readers designed t o  make the s t udent a profic ient reader of the lan

guage with the S criptures and such other Pidgin material as i s  avai lab l e , 

such as W�n�o k ,  the Pidgin newspaper produced by the Catholic Church at 

Wewak , in view mainly . Although Sepik Pidgin may have b een the b as e  

for the work , the s eries i s  highly acceptab l e  i n  areas other t han the 

Sepik als o .  In the Wes t Sepik Provin ce the C atholic Church is us ing 

the s eries as well as the evangel ical churches there - CMML , the South 

Seas Evange li cal Church and the As s emb ly of God Mi ss ion . Se veral 

churches in the Highlands and Madang are also us ing t he s ame s erie s .  

From returns t o  the ques tionnaire mentioned e arli er , i t  would appear 

that in various p lace s various length s o f  t ime are taken to fini sh t he 

course , but the average s eems t o  b e  abo ut three years . By this t ime 
the readers s hould be quite  fluent and ab le  to writ e well , mostly in 

letter form . The cours e covers comprehens ion of the pas sages read . It  

would b e  fairly accurate t o  as s ume that in many cas e s  t he cours e goe s 

wel l  b ey ond learning how to read , and covers quite  a lot of  New Te stament 

reading and comprehens ion . Very o ften graduates  of t he course s go into 

pas tor s chools and , in turn , become t eachers in the same centres . From 

figures  received , it  would s eem s ome 3 , 0 00 people over the t hree years 

are b eing instructed ( at the t ime of writ ing) ; or an average of ab out 
1 , 0 00 a year are b e coming literate in Pidgin through this serie s . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 2 .  TEACH E R  TRA IN I NG 

Mos t  churches involved s eem t o  t rain their own teachers . Indeed , 
the South Seas Evange lical Church runs what it calls Nu Gini Tisa 

Trening Kolis at Brugam in the Eas t S epik Province . Here i t  trains 

pas tor/teache rs for various churches who ask them to do so and t he 

training course covers some teaching of se veral s ubj ects  IN Pidgin as 
we ll as literacy methods of teaching .  They learn t o  teach s ome s ubj ects 

s imilar to the E lcong cours e and in places use the El cong material as 

we l l .  

Most ly the t eachers are pai d by t he churches for which t hey work 

and the s t udents are e xpected to pay s ome s chool fee either in  cas h  or 

kind and this forms the b as i s  o f  t he funds needed to run the cours e . 

The fee s are to c ove r the cost of  the materials as we l l  as the t eachers ' 

meagre salary . 
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7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . ATTI TUVES O F  SOME CHURCHES 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . 1 .  G e n e r a l  Rema r k s  

In  the Eas t Sepik , the s e  churche s s aid i n  early 1 9 7 4  that : 

t h e  P i dgin programme i s  p r ep ar i n g  t h e  young people  much b e t t e r  
f o r  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  l i fe t han t h e  p r e s ent E n g l i s h  e du c at ion 
s t r e am .  We b e l i eve this  programme w i l l  expand r ap i dly . I n  
1 9 7 4  we ant i c i p a t e  o p e n i n g  t en n ew s ch o o l s  as w e l l  as c ont i n 
u i n g  i n  exi s t in g  o n e s . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . 2 . T h e  As s emb l y  o f  G o d  

The Ass emb ly o f  God s e e s  the programme a s  es sential for the develop

ment of  the church , for they wri t e : 

We are pur s ui n g  thi s programme for s everal r e a s on s : 

( 1 )  we s aw t h e  n e e d  t o  e du c at e  t h o s e  who c oul d n o t  att e n d  a 
p r imary s ch o o l  i n  t he e du c at i on s y s t e m ; 

( 2 )  we want e d  as many as p o s s ib l e  t o  b e  abl e  t o  r e ad t h e  Word 
of  Go d ;  

( 3 ) wh en l i t erat e , t h o s e  wh o h ave a s t r on g  Chr i s t i an t e s t imony 
c an be co n s i de r e d  for B ib l e  S c h o o l  t r ai n i ng for t he 
m i n i s t ry an d for church l e ad e r s h i p  ( t h i s  t r a i n i n g  i s  a l s o  
g i v e n  i n  Pi dgi n ) ; 

( 4 )  i t  p r o v i d e s  a r egul ar c on t a c t  w i th t h e  people  i n  g e n e ral . 
Many adul t s  h ave al s o  b e en reached  t h r o ugh t h e  work done 
among the c h i l dren i n  t he l i t e racy p rogramme s .  

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . 3 .  T h e  U n i te d  C h u rch  

The United Church in the  Highlands also  have the ir literacy ( in 

Pidgi n )  programme as a strong point in their po licy . Many o f  t he peop le 

there would like to branch int o a ful l programme such as offe red b y  

E lcong . A t  t h e  moment , however,  it is confined t o  literacy . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . 4 . P i d g i n  i n  P a s t o r  T ra i n i n g I n s t i t u te s  a n d  B i b l e  S c h oo l s  

A number o f  churche s also use Pidgin as the language o f  instruct i on 

in their pastor training institute s ,  or in Bible s chools where people 

attend to learn more ab out the Bible for thems elves . Such centres are 

s cattered al l over Papua New Guinea,  and c an be found almost  anywhere . 

The evange li cal churches in part icular with their s tres s on the value 
of  the Word of  God for the individual person have lots of  the s e . They 

are also tending to work more together now than ever be fore . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . 5 . P i d g i n  T e a c h i n g C o u r s e ( C h r i s t i a n M i s s i on s  i n  M a ny  L a n d s ) 
Re cognis ing t hat there are many many p lace s  in the country where 

churches are working,  b ut where Pidgin is not s poken very much , t he 
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Christian Mi s s i ons in Many Lands has realised that a literacy programme 

i s  not enough . I n  s ome areas a cours e i s  nee ded to t each Papua New 

Guineans to speak Pidgin be fore teaching them how to read and write i t .  

They have there fore quite recent ly b een involved in the preparation o f  

tapes , charts t o  go with the tapes , an d  t e achers' manuals t o  go with the 

t apes  and charts . This w ould be  regarded as a prel iminary course to be 

followed by the Ki� im Save  course . It is a course with tremendous pos

sibi lities as a number o f  churche s working in the Papuan s ide o f  t he 

c ountry are also interested . Highlands churches where Pidgin i s  b eing 

spoken more and more are als o  ke enly interested . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 3 . 3 . 6 .  C h u r c h e s  E d u c a t i o n  Cou n c i l o f  P a p u a  New  Gu i n e a  a n d  
t h e  T e a c h i n g o f  P i d g i n 

The Churches Educat ion Council  of  Papua New Guinea has been interested 

for s ome t ime in the teaching of Pidgin and called a meeting of  Papua 

New Guinean Heads of Churches at Lae on 15 August 19 7 3 .  A group o f  

educationalists  were also pre se nt as consultants . The purpose o f  the 

gatherin g was to find out if  the churches were interested in mounting 

a united effort in implementing a Pidgin stream of educat ion which could 

al so be put into Hiri Motu or any maj or vernacular if need b e ,  for thos e 

currently denied ac cess  t o  any formal e ducat ion . 

There were never any offic ial minut e s  o f  that meet ing produced ; b ut 

the following s t atement was is sued , as compiled at the meeting itself : 
1 .  The c ommi t t e e  o f  i n d i g enous chur ch l e ade r s  r e c og n i s e s  t h e  
amount o f  b as i c  e ducat ion b e i n g  g i v e n  to s o me 4 0 , 0 00  c h i l d r e n  
b y  ab out 1 , 0 00 t e a c h e r s  in  P i dgin and o t h e r  ve rn a c u l ar s . I t  
r e c ogni s e s  t h at s uc h  b as i c  e duc at i on i s  a v i t al c on t r ib ut ion 
to t h e  devel opment of  P apua New Gui n e a ,  and s e ems to  be  w i t h i n  
t h e  s cope o f  p r e s ent e du c at i on al t hink i n g  as i n di c at e d  b y  
s t at e m e n t s  o f  t h e  Mi n i s t e r  f o r  Educ a t i on . 

2 .  The p r e s ent  s ituat ion demons t rat e s  t h e  g r e at n e e d  fo r 
devel o p i n g  a c ommon four year  pr imary c ur r i c ulum i n  P i d g i n  
wh i c h  c an als o b e  t ran s l at ed i nt o  o t h er maj o r  vernacul a r s  a n d  
adap t e d  t o  r e gi onal n e e ds . 

3 .  The c ommi t t e e  r e c ogn i s e s  t hat o v e r  5 0 %  o f  s ch o o l  age 
c h i l dr e n  in  P apua New Gui n e a  a r e  not  involve d in  the n at i on al 
e du c at i on s y s t em and are  i n  n e e d  o f  s ome opport uni t i es for 
b a s i c  e du c at i on . The ava i l ab i l i t y  t o  chur c h e s  an d government 
o f  s ui t ab l e  P i dgin and v e r n acul ar c ur r i c ulum mat e r i als mi ght 
well  ai d in  t h e  s olut ion o f  t h i s  prob l em .  

4 .  Th i s  c ommi t t e e  s upp ort s t h e  i de a  t h at a four y e ar prim ary 
P i dg i n  c ur r i c ul um be develop e d  with t h e  following ob j e ct i v e s : 

( a ) t o  deve lop w i t h i n  t h e  s t udent t h e  d e s i re and t he w i l l  
to b e  a m o r e  us e ful a n d  c o n c e rn e d  m emb e r  o f  h i s  c h an g i n g  
commun i t y , a i d i n g  in  t h e  d evelopment and growth o f  t he 
nat i on ; 
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( b ) t o  en courage st udents  t o  un der s t an d  and t o  b e  p roud o f  
the i r  t r adi t i o n al s o c i e ty , and t o  mak e  t h e i r  own c o n t r i 
but i on t o  t h e  p r e s e rvat i on , t rans fo rmat i on an d development 
of t r a d i t i onal c ul t u r e ; 

( c )  t o  deve l op i n  t he s tudent t he b a s i c  t o o l s  o f  commu n i 
c at i on , s uc h  a s  r e adi n g ,  wr i t ing , l i s t e n ing , e t c . ; 

( d )  t o  develop i n  t he s tudent b a s i c  knowl edge i n  t h e  f i e l d s  
o f  numb e r ,  s oc i al s t udi e s , h e alth , s c i en c e ; 

( e )  t o  p ro v i de b as i c i n st ru c t ion i n  t he Chr i s t i an f ai t h . 

5 .  The c omm i t t e e  t h e r e fo r e  r e c ommends t hat the Chur c he s 
E duc at i on Coun c i l  app o i n t  a p ermanent c ommi t t e e  who s e  func t i on s  
woul d b e : 

( a )  t o  b e  r e s p on s ib l e  f o r  the c o - o r d i n at i on o f  a c ur r i c ul um 
development p ro j e c t  ful f i l l i n g  t he ob j e c t i ves o f  ( 4 )  ab ove 
( th i s  would i n c lude s uc h  s p e c i f i c  que s t ions  as t e ac h e r  
e du c at i on ; a n d  who s houl d actual ly p re p ar e  t h e  m at e r i als ) ;  

( b ) t o  devel op a formal r eque s t  t o  b e  s e nt t o  a donor agency , 
t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t hrough t he Churches Educ a t i o n  Coun c i l  t o  
t h e  M e l an e s i an Coun c i l  o f  Church e s , for funds for ( a ) ; 

( c )  t o  b e  i n  c l o s e  c ommun i c at i ons w i th the churche s and 
t hrough the Churc h e s  Educat i o n  C o un c i l  with the N a t i o nal 
E duc at i on Bo ard and t he M i n i st e r  for Educ a t i on . 

6 .  Th e commi t t e e  r e c ommends t hat t h e  Churc h e s  E duc at i on C o un c i l  
c i r c ul at e  po i n t s  1- 5 t o  al l c hur ches for i n f o rmat ion . 
s hould b e  i n vi t e d  t o  r es p o n d  as t o : 

Chur c h e s  

( a ) t h e  de s i r e  o f  t he i r  church c on gre gat ions  f o r  s uch a 
p ro j e ct ; 

( b ) th e i r  wi l l i ngnes s to p art i c ip at e  i n  the p r o j e ct as t h ey 
may be ab l e  t o .  

7 .  The churches sho ul d  b e  advi s ed t h at mat e r i al s  r e sult i n g  
from t h i s  pro j e ct would only b e  ava i l ab l e  aft er  four o r  five  
y e ar s . In t h e  mean t i me , churches and gove rnment ar e advi s ed 
t o  mak e us e o f  mat er i al s  alre ady b e i n g  p ro du c e d  by i n d i v i dual 
churc he s .  

8 .  The commi tt e e  would l i k e  t o  s t re s s  t o  t he M e l an e s i an 
C oun c i l  o f  Chur ches  t h at t h e  r e que st f or fun ds for t h i s p r o j e c t  
un d e r  5 ( b )  s hould not  affe c t  indivi dual c hurche s  i n  t h e i r  
r e que s t s  f o r  funds  t o  donor agenc i es f o r  r e lated o n - g o i n g  
p r o g r amme s .  

The Churches Educat i on Counc i l  appointed s uch a permanent committee 

as requested under point ( 5 )  o f  the ab ove st at ement . At the time of  

wri t ing,  this  committee has had its  init ial meeting and is beginning 
to funct ion . The churche s are responding s howing a goodly me as ure o f  
int erest i n  the proj e c t , a s  requested under point ( 6 )  o f  t h e  statement . 

7 . 4 . 2 . 2 . 4 .  C O N C L U D I N G  R E M A R KS 

Should the government decide on a definite poli cy of  univers al e du

cat ion , the churche s will most like ly forego thei r p lans for a primary 
type educat ion . They will  prob ab ly di vert their e fforts into the adult 
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education fie l d ,  IN and OF Pidgin and Hiri Motu .  I n  the meantime t he ir 
e fforts will  continue and t he churches wi ll  c ontinue making their marked 

contribution in the fie ld of educat i on in Papua New Guinea.  
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