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7 . 9 . 7 . 1 .  I N T R O D U C T O R Y  R E M A R K S 

Apart from the re s e arch done by  l inguists  from overs eas uni versities , 

the l ingui stic  res earch and language s tudy undertaken in Irian Jaya 

since 1 9 6 2  have large ly been carried o ut by Christian mis s ions . In 

recent years Universitas Cenderawasih and the Summer Inst itute of  

Lingui stics  ( S . I . L . ) have also become involved in language study and 

linguistic  res earch . Because o f  the Indonesian Government ' s  policy of  

uni fying a diverse nat i on through the  national language , Bahasa 

Indones i a ,  the long-s t anding policy of  vernacular education for the 

first three years of  a child ' s  s chooling has not been imp lemented on a 
wide s cale . The general pauc ity of  lingui stic  research and orthography 

deve lopment has meant that t eachers have not b een prepared t o  teach in 

the vernacular . 

7 . 9 . 7 . 2 .  L I N G U I S T I C  W O R K  B Y  C A T H O L I C  M I S S I O N S  

Both Roman C atholic and Protestan t  Mis s i ons have b een involved in 
l inguistic res earch and language study o ver recent decade s .  Mos t  

notab le among Roman Catholic l inguists who have contributed t o  l inguis

t i c  research are Fr P .  Drabbe ( 19 5 9 a ,  1959b , 19 6 3 )  and Fr P . A . M .  van 

der Stap ( 19 6 6 )  whose work in several languages has been used to help 

mi s s ionari es of other mis s ions as well as their own .  Drabb e ' s  b i ggest 

contribut ion was on the Asmat language and van der Stap ' s  on Dani . 

Other Roman Catho l i c  mi s s ionaries have b een or are invo lved in language 

study but the authors know litt le  of their work . As the policy o f  t he 
church is to teach Indone s ian , vernac ular literacy is not engaged in . 
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Howe ver there has been some trans lat ion into  vernacular languages :  for 

example , the four Gospels  have been translated into the Ngalum language . 

7 . 9 . 7 . 3 . L I N G U I S T I C  WO R K  BY P RO T E S TAN T M I S S I O N S  

7 . 9 . 7 . 3 . 1 .  I NTROVUCTOR Y R EMARKS 

Protestant mis sions that are known by the authors to  b e  involved to 

a gre ater or les ser extent in language study are the Australian Baptist 

Mi s sionary Society ( ABMS ) , Asia Pacific Christian Mis s ion ( APCM ) , 

Christian and Mis s ionary Alliance ( CAMA ) , Gere j a  Kris ten Inj i li ( GKI ) , 

Netherlands Re formed Church ( NRC ) ,  Re gions Bey ond Mis sionary Union 

( RBMU ) , The Evange lical Alliance Mis sion ( TEAM) , Unevangelised Fields 

Mi s s ion ( UFM) , and the Zending Gere formeerde Ke rken ( ZGK ) . 

7 . 9 . 7 . 3 . 2 . M I SS I ON PO L I C Y  

7 . 9 . 7 . 3 . 2 . 1 .  U s e  o f  V e r n a c u l a r a n d  L a n g u a g e L e a r n i n g  

In rep ly t o  a ques tionnaire , field leaders o f  mos t  o f  the se mi s s ions 

stated that , while primary e ducat ion is carried out in the nat ional 

language , it is  the policy of the ir respect ive mis s ions to use  the 

vernaculars of the areas in which their mi s sionaries  work , for the 

communicat ion of t he Gospe l .  However in some place s ,  GKI and ZGK mi s

sionaries use Indonesian and work through local interpreters . Mis s ion

aries of the othe r mi s sions are required to le arn the lo cal vernacular , 

generally from language les sons and any availab le tape dri lls  set up by 

fellow mi s sionaries . To aid them in language learning APCM mis sionaries 

are also required to work with local people on cultural research pro

grammes .  In areas where lingui stic  research has not been carried out 

mis s ionaries are encouraged to learn monolingually . 

7 . 9 . 7 . 3 . 2 . 2 .  L i t e r a cy P r o g r a mm e s  

I n  those areas where mi s sionaries have reduced the language s t o  

writing , vernacular literacy programmes have b een initiated with varying 

degrees  of succe s s . In the Western Dani are a ,  where ext ens ive liter
acy programmes have been carried out by ABMS , APCM , CAMA , RBMU , and 

UFM ,  i t  has been est imat ed that 2 0 , 00 0  Dani ( a  quarter of the populat ion ) 

are lit erate . Literacy programmes have been conducted and supervised 

by  nat ional teache rs . Ab out 6 0  literacy s choo ls are in operat ion and a 

training s choo l for literacy teachers was .held in 1 9 7 3  at the ABMS 

station at Pit River . CAMA reports that there are approximately 2 , 0 00 

lite rates as a result of the literacy schools conduct ed by  local 

preachers in the Nduga language area , and over 2 0 , 00 0  in the Ekari 
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( Kapauku) are a .  In the Lower Grand Valley Dani area Myron Bromley 
re ports over 5 0 0  literates  in 19 7 3  with adult literacy programme s for 

ab out 1 , 5 00 being conduc ted by CAMA in Tangma and Het igima and neigh

bouring areas and by GKI in Kurima areas . S chool chi ldren studying 

Indones ian are also becoming literate in the ir own language . TEAM 

reports lesser succe s s  in its ve rnacular literacy programmes conducted 

in the Hat am , Manikion , Meyah ( Meax ) , Mimika ( Kamoro ) ,  Nafarapi ( northern 

Asmat diale ct s ) ,  Auj u ( Awyu ) , and Asmat language s .  Almo s t  all o f  the 

approximate ly 3 , 0 0 0  literates in the Asmat language fir st learned to 

read in Bahasa Indonesia . The Asmat orthography was clos ely aligned 

with that of  Bahasa Indonesia to e nab le Asmat -speakers to read Asmat 

with a limited amount of  adaptati on .  Only a small number are currently 

us ing Asmat literature . Primers and readers have been prepared in the 

Korappun language for eight literacy s chools taught by Dani te acher

evange li s t s  under RBMU . Literacy programmes are also carried out in 

the Hup la ,  Sawi ( Sawuy ) , and Kayagar language s .  Vernacular literacy 

schools for adult Jali ( Yaly ) - spe akers are conduc ted not only by  t he 

RBMU but als o  by NRC and GKI mi s si onaries . As with RBMU , UFM conduct s  

its vernacular literacy programmes for children a s  well a s  for adults . 

A trial literacy programme has been carried out for the Oktengban 

( Goliath Fami ly ) people . A bilingual educat ion programme is carried 

out in the vernacular and Bahas a Indones i a .  

7 . 9 . 7 . 3 . 2 . 3 . L i n g u i s t i c  A n a l y s i s  

Mos t  o f  the mi ssi ons require s t aff memb ers with univers ity or S . I . L .  

lingui s t i c  training t o  do l inguistic  research where i t  has not already 

b e en done . CAMA and UFM encourage their s taff t o  pub li sh their lin

guistic  findings , whereas the other miss ions require them only to pre

pare language learning lessons as a result of their analy s is . In most 

cas e s  miss ions reported that help was gained from discussion w ith lin

guis t s  from other mi ssions as well as their own . Myron Bromley ( CAMA ) , 

Gordon Larson ( CAMA ) , J ohn Ellenberger ( CAMA ) , and Murray and Joan Rule 

( APCM , Papua New Guinea)  have been of part icular help to missionaries 

in their l ingui s t i c  analysis . Almo st all the mis sions form a committee 

of  local Irianes e and expat riates to make the final decisions abo ut an 

orthography . Such a committee takes into con s ideration the difficult i e s  

that a person who i s  literate i n  the vernacular will  experience i n  
reading Bahasa Indone sia ;  they s omet imes also consider the orthographies 

used in neighbouring languages .  

APCM has b een  involved in the study o f  the Dani and Ngalum language s .  
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Myron Bromley ( 19 61 ,  196 7 ,  19 72 ) , Gordon and Mildre d Larson ( 19 5 8 ) , 

and Marion Dob le  ( 19 6 0 , 19 6 2 ) of CAMA have pub lished their findings on 

the Lower Grand Valley Dani , Moni , and Kapauku languages re spe ctive ly . 

Analysis  o f  t he Nduga language remains unpub lished as far as the pre sent 

writers are aware . In all , seven members o f  CAMA are actively involved 

in l ingui s t i c  analysis . 

Netherlands Re formed Church linguis t , Christian Fahner ,  has b een 

studying the Pas s Valley dialect of the Jali ( Yaly ) language and was 
preparing a doctoral diss ert at ion on morpho logical relat ions between 

Jali ( Yaly ) and Dani in 1 9 7 4 . 

Six  o f  the RBMU s taff have been invo lved in language analysis . The 

analysis  of the Ninia dialect of the Jali ( Yaly ) lan guage is b eing 

written up at present . RBMU contributed to the analysis of the West ern 

Dani language in co-operat ion with linguists of other mis sions . Some 

st udy has b een done of  the Kayagar , Sawi , Korappun , and Hup la languages .  

The Evange lical Alliance Mis s i on has eight staff members act ive ly 

involved in l ingui stic  analysis  o f  the Hatam , Manikion , Meyah ( Me ax ) , 

Nafarapi , Asmat , Mimika ( Kamoro ) ,  and Auj u ( Awyu ) languages . 

Init ial analy sis  has been carried out on the Duvle , Ururi , Ngalum , 
Hmonomo , and Oktengb an ( Go liath Fami ly )  languages by the ten l inguis

t ically trained members o f  UFM . An unpub l i shed analy sis  of  the Naltj a 

(Naltya ) and Korappun language s has been done . One mi ssionary o f  ZGK 

is  now studying the Wanggom language . 

7 . 9 . 7 . 4 .  U N I V E RS I TA S  C E N D E R AWAS I H  

The Universitas Cenderawasih has offered cours es  i n  element ary 

linguistics  since 1 9 7 4 . A language lab orat ory has been built and 

equipped at the university to be used in it ial ly in the te aching of  

Indonesian and English ; later its  use may be ext ended to the study of  

Irian Jaya vernacular languages .  A Dep artment o f  Anthropology and 

Linguistics  is s cheduled to begin operating in 19 77 . Thi s  new depart
ment will  offer a five-ye ar B . A .  course . One graduate from Irian Jaya 

is at pres ent completing post-graduat e linguistic  research at the 
University of Michigan , U . S . A .  

The Ins t itute for Anthropo logy o f  the Univers itas Cenderawas ih pro
duc e s  I �ian , Bullezin 0 6  I �ian Jaya V e v elopm enz , whi ch is j ointly edited 

by Dr I .  Suharno and a linguist of  the Summer Ins t it ute  of Linguis t ics . 
This bulletin , the firs t volume o f  which appeare d in 1972 , is produced 

' t o provide a vehicle for the di sseminat ion of  informat ion concerning 

complete d ,  on-going, and p lanned research in Iri an Jaya and also a means 

by which those  engaged in various proj ects  might communicate their 
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suc ce sses  and t he di ffi culties  being encountered ' .  Lingui stic  research 

is  inc luded .  
The uni versity sponsored a linguis tic  seminar i n  early 1 9 7 7  whi c h  

inc luded linguis t s  from Indone sia , Australia,  and the Netherlands , as 

we l l  as S . I . L .  and mis sion linguists . The papers presented at this 

seminar are t o  be pub lished in 19 7 7 .  Additional seminars of this nature 

are p lanned for the fut ure . 

7 . 9 . 7 . 5 . S U M M E R  I N S T I T U T E  O F  L I N G U I S T I C S  

The Indonesian branch of  the Summer Instit ute  of  Lingui stics  working 

in Irian Jaya has as its goals the analys i s  of vernacular language s ,  

the promotion o f  literacy for the people whos e language s are s tudied , 

the preparat i on o f  general reading material for these peop le , and 

trans lat i on work .  

Up unt i l  the end o f  1976  re search had b een  s t arted in nine languages . 

Seven o f  the se  language s are lo cated in the north coast area of  the 

Jayapura di strict : Sobe i ,  Is irawa ( Saberi ) ,  Beri k ,  Kemtuk (Kamtuk ) ,  

Bauzi ( B auri , Baudi ) ,  Sentani , and Air Mat i .  The s e  languages have been 

previous ly surveyed by Grace ( 19 72 ) ,  Cowan ( 19 5 7 ) , Voorhoeve ( 19 7 1 ,  19 7 5 ) ,  

and by Voorhoeve in chapter ( I )  2 . 6 . 2 .  Initial l ingui s t ic findings have 

been pub li shed in each of the s e  language s ( Briley , D .  19 7 6 ,  Briley , J .  

19 7 6 , Ericks on and Pike 19 7 6 , Hart z ler  1976 , Oguri 1 9 7 6 , Oguri and 

Erickson 1 9 7 5 , Oguri and Cochran 1 9 7 6 ,  Silzer , P .  1976 , Silze r ,  S .  1 9 7 6 ,  
Sterne r ,  J .  19 7 4 ,  Sterne r ,  R .  19 7 4 , Westrum , P .  19 76 , Westrum , P .  and S .  

19 7 6 ,  We strum , S .  19 7 6 ,  van der Wi lden , J .  19 76 , van der Wi lden J .  and 

Je l ly 1 9 7 5 , and van der Wi lden , Jelly 1 9 7 6 ) . 

Work was begun in late 1 9 7 6  in two other languages , Amb ai and 

Ketengb an , but no art icles  have yet b een pub l i shed .  Amb ai ,  an Aus tro

nesian language located off the coast of Yapen I s land , was previous ly 

s urveyed by Anceaux ( 19 61 ) . Ketengban ( o f the Goliath Fami ly ) i s  located 

in the Jayawij ay a  dis trict o f  the central highlands . 

Dr Kenneth L .  Pike conducted a l inguistic workshop in early 1 9 7 5  which  
inc luded linguists from s everal univers ities  in Indonesia as well as  

S . I . L . lingui st s .  The papers written at thi s  w orkshop were pub l i shed 

in F�o m  Baud� to I nd o n �4 �an ( Suharno and Pike , eds 19 76 ) . 
Dr Kenneth Gregerson provide d consultant h e lp during a s ix-week lin

guis tic  w orkshop in e arly 1976 . The papers writ ten i n  conjunction with 

this workshop appe ared in 1 ��an , volume 5 ,  nos . l ,  2 .  

S . I . L .  i s  current ly involved in t e aching English at the uni versity 

and in as s is ting in the edit ing of the 1 ��an j ournal . S . I . L . will b e  

providing s taff for the Anthropology/Linguist i c s  De partment t hat is t o  

be estab lished at the uni vers ity . 
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