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In addition to what has been d i s cussed in 2 . 16 . 1 .  and 2 . 16 . 2 .  in t hi s  
volume , a few other s ugge s t ions concerning p o s s i b le connect ions between 
Papuan l anguage s and out s ide l anguage s have been made by various l in­
gui st s .  In this connect ion , t he remarks made in 2 . 16 . 2 . 4 .  about t he 
sugges tive s imilarity between a few widespre ad lexical items both in 
Aust ralian and in Papuan languages come t o  min d ,  and H .  Kerr ( personal 
communi cation ) has ob served some basic structural s imilarit ies between 
Australian and s ome Papuan language s on the pronominal and verbal leve l s . 
A l s o , Laycock ( 19 7 3 ) points out the general resemb lance between the 
phonology of the language s o f  the Ndu Fami ly in t he Sepik-Ramu Phylum 
( 2 . 11 . 3 . 1 . 3 . ) and the general phonological s et -up of Aus tralian l anguages . 
He s ays ( Laycock 1 9 7 3 : 5 8 ) : 

It i s  p e rh a p s  worth ment i o n i n g  h e re a l s o  t h e  g e n e ral  r e s emb l an c e  
o f  t h e  Ndu f am i l y  phon o l ogy t o  that o f  Au st r al i an ab o r i g i n al l an­
guage s .  Thi s , t aken t og e t h e r  with a numbe r  o f  o t h e r  c ultural  a n d  
gene t i c  features  ( s i mi l ar b l o o d  groups ( Ma c L e nn an e t  al . ( 19 69 ) ) ;  
o c c ur re n c e  o f  s pe ar-thrower an d ' b ark ' p a i n t i ng s ; r e s emb l an c e  o f  
sl i t - go n g  m e l o d i e s t o  d i d j e r i du m e l o di e s ) c oul d s u g g e s t  s ome k i n d  
o f  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  p a s t , w i th t h e  N du f am i ly m u c h  fur t h e r  t o  t h e  
south than a t  p r e s e nt . P e rhap s c l u e s  c an b e  s o ught i n  t h e  Purari 
ar e a , wh ere  the art - s t y l e s  r e s emb l e  those of t h e  S e p i k ; r e s e mb l an c es 
b e twe en K ambar amb a an d the Purari we re not e d  p r e vi o u s l y  by Spe i s er 
( 19 37 ) .  

2 . 1 6 . 3 . 2 .  G R E E N B E RG ' S  I N D O - P AC I F I C  H Y POTH E S I S  

2 . 1 6 . 3 . 2 . 1 .  G E N E R A L  R E MARKS 

The s t ronge s t  claim for the existence of p o s s ib le ,  and apparent ly 
geneti c ,  l inks b etween Papuan and out side l anguage s has been made by 
Greenberg ( 19 71 ) in the framework o f  h i s  Indo-Pacific Hypothes i s . Alre ady 
we l l  over a de cade ago , Greenb erg ( 1 95 8 ,  1960 ) had s uggested t he exis­
tence of a large group of interrelated l anguages inc luding t he Papuan 
l anguages as wel l  as those of t he Andaman I s l ands , and t hose of Tasmania . 
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At that t ime , t he view was s t i l l  genera l ly held that the Papuan l anguage s 
themselves were not interre l ated , but belonged to a large numb er of sep­
arate groups which were thought to be unrelated to  e ach other ( Wurm 1 9 7 1 , 
1 9 7 7 ;  see also 1 . 3 . 2 .  and 2 . 1 . 1 . 5 . 1 .  in this volume ) . In t hat linguis t i c  
c limate , Greenberg ' s sugge s tions were not re ceived favourab ly b y  lin­
gui s t s  concerned with the New Guinea area .  

More recently , Greenb erg ( 19 7 1 )  presented a modified and expanded 
vers ion of h i s  t heory , b as ing it on s ome structural evidence in addition 
to  the lexical to  which his e arlier work was re s tricted to a great extent . 
At t i t udes towards the que s t ion of interre lat ionship or otherwise of 
P apuan l anguages had , in the meantime , undergone revolutionary changes 
( Wurm 1 9 77 ; see also 1 .  and 2 . 1 .  in this volume ) as a result o f  t he very 
l arge - s c ale intensive work in Papuan l ingui s t i c s  since the t ime at which 
Greenberg had made his first sugge s t ions . It h ad been recognised that 
P apuan l anguages be longed to  a quite small numb er of separate groups 
( see 1 . 3 . 4 . ) ,  one of them , t he Trans-New Guinea Phylum ,  of qui t e  dispro­
port i onately l arge s i z e  and covering more t han four-fifths o f  t he New 
Guinea main land and a part of t he Timor-Alor-Pan t ar I s l ands ( s ee 2 . 5 . 1 .  
in this volume ) .  However , genetic relat ionship b etween these sep arate 
group s is s t i l l  believed to be ab sent . 

Neverthe les s ,  these fundamental change s in t he general att itudes 
t owards the quest ion of int errelat ionship b et ween Papuan language s have 
b rought ab out a s ituat i on in whi c h  views such as thos e  put forward by 
Greenberg seem more p l au s ib le and are potentially more acceptab le than 
this had been the c as e  be fore , even if only in terms o f  t he potent ial 
relationship of out s ide , i . e .  non-New Guinea area , language groups t o  a 
part i cu l ar one of the separate Papuan language groups in t hat area .  

I n  t hi s ,  i t  has t o  be pointed out that most o f  the material o n  which 
Greenberg has based his work , i s  poor to very poor , and known to be of a 
l ow leve l of re liab i lity in the light of more recent research in Papuan 
lingu i st i c s . At the s ame t ime , s ome of his approache s b ased on the in­
formation availab le t o  him do not give much cause for confidence on the 
part of the reader , and his results  are there fore not above suspi c ion 
( Frankl in 1 9 7 3 ) .  

An apprais al o f  Greenberg ' s  propos als regarding the interre lat ionship 
between the Papuan language s themse lve s  is out side the s c ope of this 
s e c t ion which is  concerned with t he ques t ion o f  the external relat ion­
ships and conne ct ions of Papuan language s .  However , Greenberg ' s  c laim 
of a genetic re lat ionship b e tween Papuan langu age s which , on t he basis  
of very much more extensive informat ion and s tudy t han was  avai lab le to  
h im and had been carried out by him , are be l ieved t o  be genet ically 
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unrelat ed , weakens the strength of his sugge st ions con cerning the inter­
relationship of Papuan languages to some out s ide l anguage s . 

2 . 1 6 . 3 . 2 . 2 . TASMAN I AN LANGUAGES ANV PAPUAN LANGUAGES 

Of the two outs i de l anguage groups for which Greenberg c l aims rela­
t ionship t o  Papuan l anguages , hi s c ase for the Tasmanian l anguages i s  by 
far the weake r one . 

The Tasmanian languages ,  ext inc t s ince the end of t he nineteenth 
century , const ituted a small famil y  of two to five l anguage s and we re 
spoken on the i s l and of Tasmania , to the s outh o f  eastern Australia .  
The view i s  generally held that apparent ly no relat ionship exist s b etween 
them and any out s ide l anguage s ( Wurm 1 9 7 2 ) , though increasing at tempt s 
are b e ing made t o  l ink them with the Australian language s . The material 
avai l ab le on these l anguage s i s  appallingly poor and unreliable , and 
open to wide ly varying interpretations which is p art of t he reason for 
the uncertainty s urrounding the relat ional pos i t ion of the Tasmanian 
l anguage s .  

I n  his work concerned with the comp ari son o f  feature s o f  the fourteen 
groups e s t ab li s hed by him within his large overal l Indo-Pacific group , 
Greenberg has t aken recourse to thirteen structural criteri a .  Of t hese , 
only one concerning the form o f  the se cond person s ingular pronoun i s  
pre sent in the Tasmanian language s .  The other groups s hare mos t ly four 
to s i x ,  in a few instances more , up to e leven , structural criteria - only 
one Papuan group s hare s only two . On the lexical leve l , Tasmanian l an­
guages figure only in eighteen of the e ighty-four sets  of Indo-Pacific 
etymologi e s  ( Greenberg 19 7 1 ) , and in several o f  these the formal s imi­
l arit i e s  between the Tasmanian and other items do not seem very con­
vincin g .  I t  i s  s omewhat s triking that any simi l arities present tend t o  
be more w i t h  language s now recognised a s  b elonging t o  the East Papuan 
Phy lum ( see part 2 . 13 .  in this volume ) and to a les ser extent to members 
of the We st Papuan Phylum ( see part 2 . 10 .  in this volume ) than with other 
Papuan languages . Both these groups are likely to be archaic and to 
ante dat e the advent in the New Guinea area of l anguage s const itut ing t he 
l arge Trans-New Guinea and Sepik-Ramu Phy l a  ( see 3 . 4 . 1 . ) .  

2 . 1 6 . 3 . 2 . 3 . ANVAMAN LANGUAGES ANV PAPUAN LANG UAG ES 

The s ituat ion regarding the pos s ib i lit y of the existence o f  s ome l ink 
b e tween the languages of the Andaman Family and s ome Papuan l anguage s i s  
di fferent , and a greater degree of s imi larity i s  apparent than i s  the 
case with the Tasmanian l anguage s . 
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The Andaman l anguage s const itute a family of three , possibly four , 
l anguage s - one of thes e differs so much from the other l anguage s in 

voc abulary that on the basis of lexical evidence alone it  could not be 
included with them into the s ame fam i ly . Howeve r ,  there are cons iderab le 
s t ructural agreements between the l anguage s .  They are spoken on the 
Andaman I s l ands l o cated we st of t he neck port ion of the Malay Peninsul a ,  
between the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea .  The languages have been 
generall y  re garded as unre l ated to  any out side l anguage . The Andaman 
people are negritos , and the only negrit o  peop le out s ide the New Guinea 
area who have preserved their original language - other negritos such as 
those of the Malay Peninsula and Luzon in the Phll ippines have adopted 
Aus tro-As iatic or Aust ronesi an l anguage s .  

In h i s  c omparison o f  the Andaman language s with the Papuan language s ,  
Greenb erg indicates that four of his t hirteen structural criteria are 
pre sent in the Andaman language s . These c omprise the forms o f  the per­
s onal pronouns of the first and second persons s ingular and of t he third 
person plural . It i s  c orre ct that the first p erson s ingular pronominal 
forms in the Andaman language s are formally very s imilar or identical t o  
e quivalent forms a s  encountered very c ommonly in languages o f  the We st 
Papuan Phyl um which b e l ong to  set I I I  ( see 2 . 3 . 3 . 4 .  in  this volume ) of 
the personal pronouns in Papuan l anguages .  The Andaman second person 
s ingular pronominal forms show agreement with forms rest ricted largely 
t o  the East Papuan Phylum language s .  The third p erson p lural pronominal 
forms in Andaman languages do however not agree with the typical Indo­
Pacific forms pos tulated by Greenberg . At the s ame time , the Andaman 
first person p lural pronominal forms s how formal agreement with the 
equivalent Papuan forms o f  set II  ( see 2 . 3 . 3 . 3 .  in this v olume ) which 
are prevalent in languages of the West Papuan Phyl um , and also are quite 
s t rongly in e vidence in language s o f  the Torri cel l i  Phylum ( see 2 . 12 .  in  
this vo lume ) , and in the sub-phylic Trans-Fly Stock o f  the Trans -New 
Guinea Phylum ( see 2 . 6 . 1 .  in this volume ) - this st ock contains a st rong 
archaic sub-stratum. 

The fourth struc tural criterion to which Greenberg refers is  t he 
verb al s uffix - k a  which denotes past tense . Thi s  agree s perfect ly with 
t he equivalent suffix in some We st Papuan Phylum l anguages such as thos e  
of the Northern Halmahera Fami ly .  A suffix indic ating past tense and 
con s i s t ing of - k  + a us ually open vowel , o ften - a ,  is found in a number 
o f  other Papuan languages , most ly members o f  the East Papuan Phy lum , and in 
frequent ly s ub-phylic ( i . e .  cont aining an old sub-stratum ) stocks o f  the 
Trans-New Guinea Phylum . 

There are other s t ructural s imilarit ies between Andaman l angu age s and 
some Papuan languages which e s caped Greenb erg ' s  attenti on . Andaman 
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languages are characterized by a complex system of corporal and nominal 
c las sifying prefix e s  to nouns ( Templ e  1 9 0 2 , Radcli ffe-Brown 196 4 )  - this 
is a feature encountered for ins t ance in s ome languages of the sub-phylic 
Trans-Fly Stock of the Trans -New Guinea Phylum ,  e . g . in Miriam ( Ray 
1 9 0 7 ) .  Simi larly ,  di fferent s uffixes appear w it h  pronouns in Andaman 
l anguages t o  denote tense - this feat ure is paralle l led in s ome Papuan 
languages ,  again for instance in Miriam .  However , i n  these two cas e s ,  
no formal simil arities are involved , and the agreements are purely typo­
l ogical . 

A typologic al agreement with We st Papuan Phylum language s , and also 
some other Papuan languages is  t he appearance o f  personal prefixes with 
verb and noun-funct ioning words . At the s ame t ime , Andaman languages 
di ffer typo logi c al l y  from mos t  Papuan languages in several respe ct s . 

On the lexical leve l ,  Andaman language s appear in thirty o f  Greenberg ' s  
eighty- four Indo-Pacific etymologies , and in qui te a few o f  these s ome 
of the agreement s ,  especially with l anguages of t he West P apuan Phylum , 
and with those of the Timor-Alor-Pantar area which cons t itute a sub ­
phylum in t h e  Trans-New Guinea Phylum , to  a les s er extent with those of 
the East P apuan Phylum and s ome other sub-phylic s t ocks o f  t he Trans -New 
Guine a Phylum, are quite striking and may amount to virtual formal 
identity - the quest ionab le re l i ab i l it y  of much of t he vocabulary material 
re lied on by Greenberg has however to b e  kept in min d  in this . 

2 . 1 6 . 3 . 3 . CON C L U S I O N  

Taking into acc ount what has been said i n  the above sect i ons , there 
seems to be l i t t le grounds for cons idering a link between t he Tasmanian 
language s and Papuan l anguages in general as a serious p o s s ib i l it y , 
t hough a few lexical simi l arities  between t he Tasmanian languages and 
members of the East P apuan Phylum and Wes t  Papuan Phylum are apparent . 

However , there seems t o  be some evidence in support o f  the pos s ib i lity 
t hat the Andaman language s may have s ome l ink , perhaps relat ional , with 
l anguage s of one or several o f  the more archaic P apuan phylic group s ,  
e specially the We st P apuan Phylum whi ch i s  geographi c ally c losest t o  
them, though the dis t ance between them i s  s t i l l  considerab le , even t hough 
an almos t  unbroken i s l and chain exi s t s b e tween their respect ive are as . 
The situation i s  made more di fficult by the presence o f  s imilarit i e s  
b e tween t h e  Andaman l anguages and other large ly archaic Papuan l anguages 
as wel l  such as members of the East Papuan Phylum and s ome sub-phy l i c  
members of the Trans-New Guinea Phylum which cont ain a strong archaic 
SUb-stratum. These various Papuan l anguage groups are , in t he light of 
our present knowl edge , regarded as genet i cally unrel at e d  to each other . 
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Howeve r ,  t here are indications t hat an old sub - s tratum is wide spread in 
t he Papuan l anguage area with traces of i t  pres ent in several apparent ly 
unre lated l anguage group s , and the possibility of a l ink between the 
Andaman languages and this sub-strat um element may exis t . 



2 . 16 . 3 .  WIDER CONNECTIONS : AUSTRALIA; GREENBERG ' S  HYPOTHESIS 

B I B L I OGRAPHY 

FRANKLIN , K . J . , ed. 
1 9 7 3  T h e  L�ng u�� � c  S�tuat� o n  � n  th e Gul 6  V�� t��ct a n d  Adjacent 

A�ea� . P L , C . 2 6 .  

FRANKLIN , K . J .  
1 9 7 3  ' The Gulf Area in the Light of Greenb erg ' s  Indo-Pacific 

Hypothesi s ' .  Franklin , ed. 19 7 3 . 3 7 7- 4 0 8 . 

GREENBERG , J . H .  
1 9 5 8  R epo�t o n  t h e  Cla� h � 6�catlo n 0 6  t h e  N o n - Auh t�o n eh lan L anguag eh 

0 6  the  Pacl 6l c .  Mimeographed .  

1 9 6 0  I nd o - Pacl 6lc Etymologle� . Mimeographe d .  

1 9 7 1  ' The Indo-Pacifi c Hypothesi s ' . Sebeok , ed . 19 7 1 . 807- 7 1 .  

LAYCOCK , 
1 9 7 3  

D . C .  
S epl� Lang uag e� 

P L , B . 2 5 .  

MacLENNAN , R . , OLGA KOOPTZOFF and R. J .  WALSH 
1 9 6 0  ' A  survey of the b lood groups and haemoglob in values in the 

Sepik District ' .  O ceanla 30 . 305-12 . 

RADCLIFFE-BROWN , A . R .  
1 9 6 4  The Andaman I hlande� . New York . The Free Pre s s  o f  Glencoe , 

Macmi l l an Co . 

9 3 1  



9 32 S .A.  WURM 

RAY , S . H .  
1 9 0 7  Repo�t� 0 6  t h e  Camb�idge Anth�o poto gi cat Expediti o n  to To��e� 

S t�ait� , Vo1 . I II , Ling u� tic� . Camb ridge , University Pre s s . 

SEBEOK , T . A . , ed . 

1 9 7 1  C u��ent T�end� in Ling ui� ti c� , Vo1 . a :  Ling ui� tic� i n  O c eania . 

The Hague . Mout on and C o .  

SPEISER, F .  
1 9 3 7  ' Eine Initiati ons zeremonie in Kambrambo am Sepik , Neuguine a ' . 

Ethnologi� ch e� Anzeig e� 4/4 . 1 5 3-7 . 

TEMPLE , R . C .  
1 9 0 2  ' A  Grammar o f  t he Andamanese Language s ' .  Chapter IV of P art 

I of the C en��� R epo�t 0 6  the Andaman and Nico ba� l � land� . 

Port Blair . 

WURM, S . A. 
1 9 7 1  ' The Papuan Linguis t ic Situat ion ' .  Sebeo k ,  e d .  19 7 1 . 5 4 1-6 5 7 . 

1 9 7 2  L anguag e� 0 6  Au� t�alia a n d  Ta� mania . Janua Ling ua�um , S e�i e� 

C�tica 1 .  The Hague . Mouton and Co . 

1 9 7 7  Papuan Language� 0 6  Oceania . Mouton and C o .  In pres s . 



D I V I S I O N 3 .  

L I N  G U 1 S T I C P R E H I S  T O R  Y 



Wurm, S.A. "Possible Wider Connections of Papuan Languages: Papuan and Australian; Greenberg's Indo-Pacific Hypothesis". In Wurm, S.A. editor, New Guinea area languages and language study, Vol. 1, Papuan languages and the New Guinea linguistic scene. 
C-38:925-934. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1975.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C38.925 
©1975 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	S.A. Wurm�925
	2.16.3. Possible Wider Connections of Papuan Languages: Papuan and Australian; Greenberg's Indo-Pacific Hypothesis
	DIVISION 3. LINGUISTIC PREHISTORY�933

