
ACTIVITIES OF THE LINGUISTICS SECTION , SCHOOL OF GENERAL 
STUDIES , THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

The t e aching act i vi t i e s  o f  the Lingui s t i c s 
S e c t i on whi ch c ons t i t utes the nuc leus o f  a Dep artment 
o f  Lingui s t i c s whi ch is to be e s t ab li she d in the 
fore s e e ab le future , c omp ri s e  w ork i n  phonemi c s  and 
phone t i c s , morpho logy and synt ax . S t ruct ur a l  p rin­
c ip le s  are i n  t he foregroun d  of i n t e re s t . The c ours e s  
i n  Gene ral Lingui s t i c s  whi ch a t  the mome nt le ad t o  the 
M. A. De gre e , are at tende d b y  s t uden t s  o f  the Facult i e s  
o f  Ori e n t a l  S t udi e s  and o f  Art s for wh om the choi c e  
b e tween Lingui s t i c s I and a Lingui s t i c s  S e minar i s  
ope n . In t h e s e  c o urs e s  the s t udent s are made 
acquaint e d  w i t h  the p rin c i p l e s  of l i ngui s t i c s ; 
spe c i al emph as i s  h as unt i l  now b e en lai d on phonemi c s , 
art i c u l a t o ry phone t i c s and s y n t ax . I t  s e eme d t o  b e  
imp or t ant t o  acquaint s t udent s w i t h  the me tho ds o f  
inve s t i gat i on i n t o unkn own l anguage s.  The re fo re , t h e  
l i ngui s t i c  mat e r i a l  was p artly t ak e n  from s ome N e w  
G u i n e a  language s whi ch forme d t h e  s p e c i al sphe re o f  
i nt e re s t  o f  Mr . J .  H arri s . Unt i l  Sept emb e r  o f  t h i s  
y e ar ,  Mrs . M. Las c e l l e s  w a s  kind enough t o  t ake t h e  
re s p ons ib i l i ty o f  t e aching modern t h e ori e s  o f  s y n t ax . 
N e x t  y e ar , the S e ct i on wi l l  b e  joined b y  Mr. C. C ourt 
from S y dney Uni ve rs i ty and by Mr. N. D .  Liem , who i s  
p re p aring h i s  Ph. D. di s s e rt at i on on a c omp arat i ve 
phonemi c an d phone t i c  ana ly s i s  o f  Vi e t name s e  and 
Eng l i s h  in the I n s t i t u t e  o f  Advan c e d  S t udi e s . 

The Lingui s t i c s S e ct i on i s , in c o- o p e rat i on w i th 
the Ins t i t ut e  o f  Advan c e d  S t u di e s , b ui lding up a 
phone t i c s l ab o rat ory ; s o  far the equipment c ons i s t s  
o f  an u lt ra-vi o l e t  re c ording os c i l l ograph , a t ran s ­
p i t ch me t e r , an intens i t y  me t e r , a larynx vib rat or , 
an MLR 3 8  t e mp o-regu l at or , an d h i gh-qua l i t y  re c ording 
e q uipment. It is p lann e d  t o  b uy an audi o fre q ue n cy 
generat or ,  a s e gment at or , an os c i l l omat and an 
e le ct ro -ae rome t e r . For u s e  in the Tan db e rg l an guage 
l ab orat ory ( 3 0 b o oths ) ,  a di s t o rt i on me t e r , an Amp e x  
copying machine , an AVO mu l t i me te r , a T e s t  rig 
( c on c orde r ) , a numb e r  of t ap e  re c orders , as we l l  as 
a range of smal l e r a c c e s s orie s ,  have b e en purchas e d . 
The language lab orat o ry h as b e en s u c c e s s fu l ly 
e mp lo y e d  for the te aching o f  Fren ch , Ge rman , Engli s h , 
Rus s i an , Sp ani s h , L at in , I ndone s i an ,  Chine s e  and 
J ap an e s e. At p re s ent t h i s  t e aching a c t i v i t y  e xt ends 
ove r 36 hours a week p l us an addi t i o n a l  t en h ours for 
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s t uden t s ' vo lun t ary e x e rcis e s . The two te chnicians 
emp l oye d  in the language lab o rat o ry are als o 
re sponsib l e  for the maint enan c e  o f  the phon e t i c s  
e q uipment . At p re s ent t h e y  are inve s t ig ating t h e  
qua litie s o f  diffe rent typ e s  o f  t ap e s  and t ap e  
re c orders fo r s cientific purp os e s . 

The re s e arch o f  the S e c tion t o  date has b e en 
c on ce n t rat e d  on a New G uin e a  language , Kiwai . M r . 
J .  H arris has spent a c onside rab l e  amount o f  time 
in Papua during the las t few y e ars and , with the 
he lp of an in formant from the Gulf dis t ric t ,  re s iding 
in C anb e rra for three months unde r the aus pic e s  o f  
t h e  Aus t ra lian N ational Universit y ,  he has b e en ab le 
t o  e s t ab lish the ph onemic s ,  morphemi c s  and s y n t ax o f  
that lan guage . Auditive re s u lt s we re c omp l e t e d  b y  
meas ureme n t s  on c ombin e d  pit ch an d v o l ume c urve s . 

My own work c on s is t s  main ly o f  a c ontinuation 
of a diale c t  geographic inve s t igation int o  the dis ­
t rib ution o f  dis tin ct ive fe ature s o f  Dut ch dia le c t s  
which had b ee n  re c orde d in March o f  this y e ar . The 
mat e ri a l  c onsis t s  of 89 re c o rdings e ach o f  ab out 1 5  
min u t e s  l ength ; for the p urp o s e  o f  c omp aris on S ranan 
Tongo , Pas ar Malay and Frisian have a l s o  b e en 
inc lude d . The re c ording of an o lder and a y ounge r 
s p e ak e r  from e ach Dut ch vil l age vis it e d  s h o u l d  make 
it p o s sib le t o  s t udy diffe ren c e s  in the s p e e ch of two 
dif fe rent gene rations and p e rhap s  t o  p re dict to a 
c e r t ain de gree the deve l opme n t  o f  the diale c t s . At 
t he mome nt the t ap e s  are in the p ro c e s s  of b eing 
t rans c rib e d . S ub s e quen t ly , c ombine d vo l ume and m o du­
l at e d  pit ch curve s wi l l  be as s o ciate d with the c orre s ­
p on ding p ar t s  o f  the phone tic t e x t . The inve s tigation 
of dia le ct ge ographi c a l  is ophone s o f  quantit� s t re s s , 
voic e , degree o f  opening o f  vowe l s , n as ality and o f  
the re a liz ation o f  dis t rib utional s ound c las s e s  is 
emphasiz e d . The re l ationship of the s e  fact ors an d 
their dependen ce on morpheme , word and s en t e n c e  
s t ru c t ure s are an other aim o f  t he linguis tic w ork in 
Dut ch dia le c t s . 

H .  B l uhme 
A us tra li an N a t i on a l  Uni v e rs i ty .  
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