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0.0 D e s crip t ive s t ateme n t s  con c erning the p at t ern s  
of vari at ion of spoken Eng l i s h  in Que ens land are 
s t at e d  and d i s cus s e d  in terms of the lingui s t i c  
theory of M . A . K .  H a l l i day . De s crip t i ve an d 
analy t i c a l  pro c e dure s are out line d , and p ertinent 
l i t erature briefly di s c us s e d . 

1.0 The aim of t h i s  p aper i s  to s t a t e  and di s c us s , 
in re lat ion to the theore t i c a l  b a ckground and 
me thods emp loy e d , some of the general con c lus ions 
wh i ch are emerging from:the ana ly s i s  now in progre s s  
of the Eng l i s h  l anguage data colle c t e d  b e tween 19 6 0  
and 1 9 6 5 under the Queens l and S p e e c h  Survey . The 
de t ai led de s cri p t i ve b as i s  of t he s e  con c lus ions wi l l  
b e  shown i n  later p ub li c at ions . 

2 .0 The t erms l anguage , diale c t , idiole c t , and s t y le 
are us e d  b y  l ingu i s t s  to des cri b e  the nature and 
int erre lat ionship of phenomena of l ingui s t i c  vari at ion . 
I t  i s  ge nera l ly agre e d  that a d i a le c t  i s  the form of a 
language u s e d  b y  a geographi c a l  or s oc i al s ub-s e c t ion 
of sp eakers of a language ; an i diol e c t  is the form of 
language u s e d  by e a ch individua l s p e aker ; wh i le l ang
uage i? he ld to be  a more general term inc luding a 
wi der range of vari at ions than a d i a le c t . The t erm 
s ty l e des cri b e s  l ingui s t i c  differe n c e s  det ermined b y  
the purpos e for wh i ch language i s  u s e d  in a communi 
c at i ve s i t uat ion . The s t y l i s t i c  s c ale int ers e c t s  that 
of i diole c t , d i a le c t , and language . 

2 .1.1 Linguiit s find thes e terms e as i er to define in 
words t h an to app ly to the de s cript ion of forms of 
s p e e ch whi ch are demon s trably rela t e d  in phonology , 
grammar , and l e xi s , b ut are not mut ual ly int e l l i gib le . 
Where doe s - di a le c t end and l anguage b eg i n ?  Again , if 
differe n c e  of language s i t uat ion prod u c e s  s t y l i s t i c  
differen c e s  s uffi c i ent t o  impair int e l ligib i l i t y  for 
s p e akers of the s ame langu age , i s  i t  more corre c t  t o  
c a l l  the s e  differen c e s  of d i a le c t , or even of language 
rather than of s t y le ?  Where doe s idi o le c t end and 
di a l e c t  b eg i n ?  What i s  the re lation b e tween i diol e c t a l  
and s t y li s t i c  vari at ion ? 
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2 .1.2 Furt her prob lems ari s e  w i th b i lingual or 
mu l t i lingual s p e akers . How are the modifi c at ions 
of the forms of a language whi ch re s u l t  from the 
influence of another l anguage pos s e s s e d  b y  the s ame 
s p e aker t o  b e  des i gnat e d ?  How far are the s e  
s ub j e c t t o  s t y l i s t i c  vari ation ?  

The answer t o  a l l  the s e  que s t ions i s  b e s t  
s ought b y  d e s crib ing the kinds of variat ion which 
o c c ur in a wide range of dat a , and re l at ing them 
to the ac comp any ing condi t ions . Que ens land offers 
e x c e l lent opport uni tie s for the col l e ct ion of s uch 
dat a . 

2 .2 .0 S . A .  Wurm and D . C .  Lay cock ( 19 6 0 ) ,  fa c e d  w i t h  
t he prob lem of d i s t ingu i s hing b e tween languages and 
diale c t s  in New Guine a , propos e d  a working solut ion . l  

2 .2 .1 S t art ing from the premi s e  that a language 
has "the social fun c t ion of c arry ing informat ion 
from s p e aker to he arer" , they found Swad e s h ' s  
cri t erion for d i s t inguis hing b e tween language and 
dia l e c t  uns at i sfactory . Swade s h  had s ugge s t e d  
that forms of s p e e ch sh aring 8 1% or more b as i c  
voc ab ulary cognat e s  shoul d  b e  regarded as d i a le c t s  
of the s ame language , whereas forms of s p e e ch 
s h aring l e s s  t h an 81% s hou ld b e  re garde d  as 
di s t in c t  language s .  

2 .2 .2 Wurm and Lay cock found , from wide ob s er
vat ions of New Guine a l anguage s ,  t hat t h i s  
p e r c e n t age fi gure corre sponded " t o  t h e  re a lity of 
the b orderline b e tween mut ua l int e l l i gib i lity and 
unint e l ligib ility on ly in rare ins t an c e s " . Mut ua l  
i nt e l ligibility s e eme d "on ly l i t t le imp aire d ,  or 
not imp aire d at a l l , in c a s e s  in wh i ch t h e  p ercen
t age of b as i c  voc ab u lary cognat e s  share d b y  two 
forms of s p e e ch was up to 10% l e s s  than 8 1% .  

2 .2 .3 To dis tinguish b e tween l anguage and di a le c t , 
Wurm and Lay cock e s t ab lished a crit erion of mut u a l  
int e l ligib i li t y  - "the degree and t h e  e xt ent of t h e  
pr�c t i c ability of e x change of information b e tween 
s p e akers of differing forms of s p e e ch i n  New Guine a ,  
as arrive d at large ly b y  the a s k  t h e  i n forman t 
me thod , and to some e x t ent b y  the te s t  t h e  i n forman t 
me thod" , of Voe ge l in and H arri s .  



A s c ale was devi s e d  t o  as s i s t  in d e s crib ing the 
re l at i onship b e tween c o gnat e forms of s p e e ch in t h i s  
way . The b o un dary o f  language c ou l d  b e  drawn at 
app roximat e ly 5 0% of informat i on tran s fer . A 4 0%-
6 0% t ran s fe r  c on s t i t ut e s  the s ub - l an g uage range 
int e rme d i a t e  b e tween language and di a l e c t . The 
b o undary o f  di ale c t  is p re s umab ly s e t  at 7 5%, 
b e tween the limi ted ( 6 0%- 7 5% ) and fai r ( 7 5%- 9 0% )  
ranges o f  int e l ligib ili t y . 

2 .2 .4 This cri t e rion i s  e x t reme ly us e fu l , n o t  ( as 
the aut hors thems e lve s indi c at e )  b e c au s e  a ll l in
gui s t s  wi l l  agree on the s e  figure s ,  but b e cause i t  
provides  a p r ac t i c a l  b as i s  for d e s crip t i ve p ro c e dure 
and has a l s o a s ound theore t i c a l  b as i s . The l i n
gui s t  works from t h e  c ommuni c at i ve fun c t i on o f  
language in c o n t e xt t o  a s t udy o f  the formal me ans 
of c ommuni c at i on . By making d e s crip t i ve s t at eme n t s 
b as e d  on ob s e rvat i on o f  range s o f  vari at i on , he 
re c ogni z e s  an e s s e n t i a l  p ri n c ip le - t h at of lin
gui s t i c  vari a t i on . The f o l l owing di s c us s i on wi ll 
s h ow h ow the foregoing p r o c e dure s agree wi th modern 
lingui s t i c  t h e o ry; and will a l s o  furn i s h  the 
und e r ly ing framework for the s t at eme n t  and di s c u s s 
i on o f  t h e  methods and re s u l t s  wh i ch f o l low . 

2 .3 .0 Modern l i ngui s t s  are no l onger c ont ent me re ly 
wi th a c c urate ob s e rvat i on o f  lingui s t i c  dat a . Thus 
Ch oms ky ( 1 9 6 4 )  ins i s t s  that l i ngui s t i c  d e s crip t i on , 
t o  b e  s u c c e s s ful , mus t  be as s o c i at e d  wi th lingui s t i c  
the ory , and mus t have ob s e rvat i on a l , d e s c rip t ive , 
and e xp l anat ory adequacy . 2 
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2 .3 .1 Ha l li day ( "Cat egori e s  o f  the The ory o f  Grammar " ,  
1 9 6 1 )  has likew i s e  ins i s t e d  that "di ffe rent t y p e s  o f  
d e s c rip t i on are b od i e s  o f  me thod whi ch derive from , 
and are an swerab l e  t o " , the the ory . 3 In t h i s  and 
fo llowing art i c l e s  he has out lined d e s crip t i ve pro
c e dur e s  w i t h in an as s o c i a t e d  t h e o re t i c a l  framework 
wh i c h  h ave t h e  thre e fo l d  ade quacy required b y  Chomsky , 
and are a l s o c omp rehe ns i ve . The the ory p rovi d e s  for 
c on t e x t ua l  as well as formal d e s crip t i on , and a l s o 
for the p rob l e m  o f  lingui s t i c  vari at i on . 

2 .3 .2 Lingui s t i c  e vent s are d e s c rib e d  i n  t erms o f  
three p rimary l e ve l s  o f  s ub s t an c e  ( the mat e r i a l  o f  
the language , phon i c  o r  graphi c ) ;  form ( w ith t w o  
re l a t e d  le vels , grammar and lexi s); and c on t e xt . 
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Form i s  the organi zati on o f  the s ub s t an c e  int o mean
ingfu l e ve nt s . C ont e x t  i s  t h e  re l a t i on o f  form t o  
e x tra t e x t ua l fe a tures - non- lingui s t i c  fe at ure s o f  
the s i tuat i ons i n  whi ch language op e rat e s , and lin
gui s t i c  fe ature s oth e r  than those o f  the i t em und e r  
at tent i on . Con t e x t  i s  thus re a l ly an i n t e r l e ve l .  
A l ingui s t i c  i t e m  has b oth fo rma l me aning ( i t s  
ope rat i on in the ne twork o f  forma l re lat i ons ) ,  and 
c o n t e x t u a l meaning ( i t s  re lat i on t o  e x t r a t e x t u a l  
feature s , but through i t s p l a c e  in lingui s t i c  form ) . 
C ont e xtual me aning i s  logi c a l ly dependent on forma l 
meaning , and the s t at ement o f  formal meaning there
fore p re c e de s  the s t at ement o f  c o nt e x t ua l  meaning . 

2 .3 .3 H a l l i day r e c ogni z e s  four fundame n t a l  i n t e r
re l a t e d  c at e g o ri e s  for the theory o f  grammar t o  
a c c ount fo r a l l  grammat i c al p at t e rns that emerge b y  
genera l i z at i on from language data; uni t , s t ru c t ure , 
c las s , and s y s t e m .  H a l l i day c a l l s  one o f  the s c a l e s  
b y  whi ch t h e  re lat i on b e tween the s e  c at e gori e s  may 
b e  d e s c rib ed a c li n e  - a " c on t inuum c arrying p ot en
t i a l ly infini t e  gradat i on " , as d i s tingui s h e d  from a 
numb e r  o f  di s cr e t e  re lat e d  t e rms . 

2 .3 .4 S o  Hal l i day b e gins " The Ton e s  o f  Eng l i s h " 
( 1 9 6 3 )  b y  s ay i ng : " De s crip t i ve s t at eme n t s  in l i n
gui s t i c s  are b e s t  re garded as having mo re/ l e s s  
val i di t y , y e s/n o  b e ing mere ly a s p e c i a l  c a s e  o f  
more/ l e s s " ( p . 2 . ) .  H a l l i day pre s en t s  Eng l i s h  in
t onat i on c ont ras t s  in r e l a t i on to grammar as s y s t ems 
of d i s c r e t e  t e rms . However he fini shes  by s aying 
t h at this d i s cre t ene s s  i s  s ome t i mes arrive d  at b y  
an " arb i t rary cutt ing o f  t h e  c ont inuum" ( p . 2 8 . ) ;  
and emphas i z e s  the need t o  e x t end the theory o f  
g rammar t o  i n c lude s y s t ems whi ch are not made u p  o f  
d i s c re t e  t e rms , b ut rather form a c li n e . 

2 .3 . 5  Ha l li day r e c ogni z e s  the e s s ent i a l  int e r
re l a t i onship o f  a l l  as p e c t s  o f  lingui s t i c  d e s crip t i on 
b y  t aking a c c ount o f  the re l at i onship b e tween in
t onat i on and grammar . Thi s  s t udy is c arri e d  furthe r 
in " Int onat i on in Eng l i s h  Grammar " ( 1 9 6 3 ) . Hal li day 
s t at e s  there that the grammar of s p oken Eng l i s h  c an
not be fu l l y  d e s crib e d  with out reference t o  c ont ras t s  
e xp ounded b y  int onat i on ;  " many imp ortan t  di s t in c 
t i on s  are made i n  t h i s  way , i n c luding s ome o n  whi ch 
others not t h ems e lves int onat i on a l  c an b e  s h own t o  
dep e n d "  ( p . 16 9 . ) .  
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Els ewh e re he d i s cus s e s  le x i s  in t e rms o f  t h e o re t i c al 
c ategori e s  o f  c ollo c at i on and s e t, and s t re s s e s  that 
forma l s t ateme n t s  in le x i s  require the s t ud� of 
c ollo c a t i on s  in very large s ample s of t e x t . 
Lexi c al i t ems are t h o s e  le ast likely t o  re cur very 
frequently in a gi ven s ample . 

From t h i s  i t  may b e  d e du c e d  that le x i s  p rovi d e s  
eviden c e  for t h e  s t udy o f  lingui s t i c  var i at i on le s s  
re adily than will phonology and grammar : phonologi c al 
i t ems are o f  mos t  frequent o c currence in a gi ven t e x t, 
followed b y  gramma t i c al i t ems . C onclu s i ons founde d on 
le x i c al evidence only may there fore b e  mi sleading, 
unle s s  phonologi c al and grammat i c al evidence i s  als o  
c ons idere d . 

2 .3 .7 Thi s  appl i e s  t o  t he des c ri p t i on o f  li t e rary 
s t yle s as well as t o  the d e s cri p t i on o f  d i ale c t s . 
Winter ( 19 6 4) even s ugge s t s  that "s t yle s c an b e  
c ons i dered a s  s p e c i al t yp e s  o f  s o c i al diale c t s " . 
Grammat i c al phenomena are a u s e ful b a s i s  for s tyli s t i c  
des crip t i on b e c au s e  they are o f  su ffi c i ent general i t y  
t o  as s ure re c urre n c e  in sele c t e d  data . 5 

2 .4 .0 A . G .  Mi t chell ( 19 6 1) outline s preliminary 
c on clu s i on s  emerging from the f i r s t  c omprehens ive 
de s c ri p t ive s tudy o f  spoken Engli sh made in Aus t rali a . 6 
The s e  c on clus i ons elu c i dat e c ertain phenomena o f  s pe e ch 
vari at i on . 

2 .4 .1 Mi t c hell ins i s t s  that the de s crip t i on o f  Aus 
t r alian Engli sh mus t  b e gin w i t h  the s t udy o f  s ample s 
o f  the language in a c t ual fun c t i onal us e, n o t  w i th 
an arb i t r ary c on c ep t i on o f  what i t  ough t t o  b e . 
Aus t ral i an Engli s h  e xhib i t s  "a c ompli c at e d  vari e t y  o f  
s p e e ch hab i t s" .  T o  des c r i b e  the general chara c t e r
i s t i c s  o f  Aus t rali an English, i d i ole c t al var i a t i ons 
s uch as the d i fferenc e  in quality b e tween men ' s  and 
women ' s  voi c e s  mus t  be i gnore d, and re gular vari at ions  
in the  phonologi c al s y s t em, c overing large groups in 
the s p e e c h  c ommun i t y, mus t  be  s ough t . Patt erns of 
s amene s s, as well as of  di ffere n c e, mus t  b e  ob s e rve d . 

2 .4 .2 Mi t chell dis t i ngui s h e s  three var i e t i e s  o f  
Aus t rali an English, wh i ch h e  c ons i ders s u f fi c i ent t o  
a c c ount f o r  t h e  p at t e rn o f  s p e e c h  var i at i on in h i s  
e x tens i ve mat e r i al . 
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The s e  vari e t i e s  are not d i s c r e t e  and unre l a t e d , b u t  
shade int o o n e  another .  At one e n d  o f  t h e  c ontinuum 
is C u l t ivat e d  Aus tr a l i an , whi ch di ffers l i t t le 
phonemi c a l ly from e du c a t e d  S outhern Engli s h . At t h e  
othe r end i s  Broad Aus t ralian , and in b e tween i s  
G e n e r a l  Aus t r a l i an , t h e  s p e e c h  o f  t h e  overwhe lming 
majo r i t y  o f  informan t s  re c orde d . 

2 .4 .3 The Aus t ralian Eng l i s h  in the re c orded 
mat e ri a l , whi l e  showing gradat i ons in a general 
p a t t e rn , was n o t able for its uni formi t y  b y  c omp ari s on 
with Bri t i s h  and Ame ri c an Engli sh , whi ch e xhib i t  sharp 
region a l  and s o c i a l  di fferen c e s . Th i s  uni formi t y  i s  
n o t  wi thout s o c i a l  and educat i onal advant age s . I t  i s  
e xp l aine d  b y  t h e  fac t s  o f  e arly Aus t ra l i an s oc i al 
h i s t ory - the mob i l i t y  o f  the p opulat i on , and the 
ab s orp t i on o f  immigrant e l ement s . 

2 .4 .4 Mi t ch e l l  fore c a s t  that the c o l l e c t ion o f  furthe r 
de t ai l e d  evidence o f  the s ynchronic p at t e rns o f  s p e e ch 
var i at i on in Aus t r a l i a  mi ght reveal "p o cket s o f  d i s 
t i n c t ive us age" , p o s s i b l y  in i s o lat ed c ommuni t i e s , o r  
where s o c i a l  divi s i ons e x i s t . 

2 . 5.0 S i n c e  1 9 6 1  d e t ai led work under the Que ens land 
Sp e e ch Survey has c onfirme d Mi t ch e l l ' s  for e c as t that 
p o c k e t s  o f  d i s t in c t i ve us age might b e  found in Que e n s 
l and in areas o f  geograph i c al or s o c i al i s o l a t i on . 
At  t h e  s ame t ime i t  has c onfirmed the b e l i e f  that the 
Aus t ral i an Eng l i sh s p oken b y  the majority o f  the 
p op u l a t i o n  is c omp arat ively uni form . 

2 . 5.1 C ommun i t i e s  or areas o f  d i s t i n c t ive us age have 
b e e n  found in the Cape Y ork Penins u l a  and Gul f 
regi ons; in Ab original c ommunit i e s  further s outh; 
l e s s  c e r t ainly in areas of original Ge rman and 
I t a l i an s e t t l ement d i s t ri b u t e d  throughout the St ate; 
and o f  c ours e  among migrant s .  

2 . 5.2 A p art i c u l arly int ere s t ing are a of language 
c on t a c t  has b e e n  s urveyed by T . E .  Dut t on in the Torre s 
S trait I s lands and on the t ip o f  Cape York Pe nins u l a . 
Here Aus t r a l i an and Ab original Eng l i s h  me e t s  two 
verna c u l ars , and a l s o  a c on t a c t  vernac u l ar . The 
lat t e r  may have s ome l i nks with the s p e e ch of the 
remnant s of the Kanaka p op u lat ion , whi c h  has a l s o 
b ee n  re c orded in the Survey . 
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The c on t ac t  ve rna c u lar i s  not i dent i c a l  w i t h  
Me l ane s i an Pi dgin . T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s uch a n  are a 
may b e  more s i gn i fi c ant than i t s  i s o l at i on s ugge s t s : 
e vi dence  e xi s t s  o f  movement amon g  d e t rib al i s e d  
Ab origine s ,  here and e l s ewhere i n  Queens l an d; and 
a t rend o f  movement b y  them t owards the c i t i e s  
app e ars t o  have b e gun . 

2 . 5.3 C o in c i dent w i t h  the main Surve y p ro gramme, 
smaller p roje c t s  have b e en undert aken us ing spe c i a l  
s amp l ing t e chnique s . The i n f luen c e  o f  s pe e ch and 
drama t raining up on t h e  i n formal conve rs ational 
s t y le o f  a s p e e ch c ommun i t y  has b e en inve s t i gat e d . 
S upp leme n t ary e v i de n c e  b e aring on thi s s ubje ct h as 
b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  t h ro ugh out the St at e . S t ud i e s  o f  
mi gran t Eng l i s h  and o f  the ph onemi c s  o f  Que ens l an d  
Engli sh have a l s o  b e en made . 

2 . 5.4 A s ub s i di ary aim o f  the Que en s l an d  Sp e e ch 
S urvey i s  t o  t e s t  an d evaluat e  c urrent lingui s t i c  
theori e s  b y  app l y ing them t o  a w i de ran ge o f  data, 
and thereby ( i f p o s s ib le )  t o  c on t rib ut e  t o  t h e o 
re t i c a l  p ro gre s s . Other the ore t i c a l  app roach e s  
than t h e  one ab o ve o ut l in e d  have b e en u s e d  in the 
p ro ce s s ing of the dat a . 

2 . 6.1 For the s t udy o f  t h e  Eng l i s h  o f  b i lingual 
informant s, p re c i s e  l ingui s t i c  know l e dge of t h e  
s e c ond lan guage spoken b y  them ( it s  i dent i ty, 
di a le c t a l  vari e ty, and s t ruct ure ) is require d .  
The re s e arch s t ud i e s  in Ab original l an guage s p ub 
l i s h e d  b y  A .  Cap e l l, S . A .  Wurm, T . G . H .  S t re h l ow 
and others have b e en he lp fu l  h e re ; 7 and the 
re s u lt s o f  re s e arch in Ab original ve rnac u l ars 
under the A . l . A . S .  programme, and of that re cent ly 
init i at e d  in Que ens lan d  Ge rman, are e agerly aw arde d .  

2 . 6.2 The ob s e rvat i on s  o f  Weinrei ch, Mackey, 
Wi ls on, Re e d, Ha l l, and many othe rs h ave furni she d 
va luab le gui dan c e  c on c e rning t h e  i n f luence up on 
the Eng l i s h  o f  b i lingual in forman t s  o f  an ot h e r  
Europe an l anguage . 8 

2 .7.0 The s t udi e s  o f  Reine cke, De C amp, Qui rk, 
and Whinnom have s upp l i e d  s ugge s t i ons o f  me t h o d  or 
c omp arat i ve dat a for the s t udy of vari e t i e s  of  
Eng l i s h  whi ch de ve l op unde r spe c i al s o c i al c on 
di t i on s  in a l anguage c ont a c t  s it uat i on . 9  
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2 .7.1 Re ine cke as s e rt e d  in h i s  di s s e rt at i on ( 19 3 7 )  
t hat the re are links b e tween Me lane s i an Pi dgin and 
Ab ori ginal Engli sh, thro ugh t rade re lat ions b e tween 
Aus t ra l i a  and Me l ane s i a, an d through the int roduc t i on 
o f  K an akas t o  work on s ugar p l ant at ions in Que ens l an d . 
Thi s s ubje c t  i s  now b e i n g  inve s t i ga t e d  ( s e e  ab ove, 
2 . 5 . 2 ) . 

Reine cke in h i s  art i c le ( 19 3 8 )  rep o r t s  
vari at i ons in Hai t i an Fre n ch in a s o c i a l  l an guage 
s i t uat i on re s emb ling t h at e x i s t ing in s ome Ab o ri ginal 
c ommun i t i e s  in Queens lan d . 

2 .7.2 De C amp ( 19 61 )  di s c overe d e vi dence, in the 
Eng l i s h  of J amai c a, of a lingui s t i c  c ont inuum wh i ch 
c an b e  phon o lo gi c a lly, grammat i c a l ly, and l e xi c a l ly 
de s crib e d . Thi s  i s  n o t  only a c on t inuum o f  s p e ake rs, 
from une du c a t e d  t o  e duc at e d . E ach s p e aker i s  ab l e  t o  
adju s t  h i s  sp e e ch b e twe e n  t h e  e x t re me ends o f  this  
range, a c c ording t o  the p e rs on he i s  addre s s ing . A 
s imi l ar phenomenon i s  found in Ab original En g l i s h  
( s e e  b e low, 5 . 2 . 3 ) . 

2 .7.3 K .  Wh innom ( 19 5 6 )  us e s  the t e rm c o n t a c t  
ve rn a cu Z ar t o  me an a form o f  s p e e ch wh i ch i s  t he 
p roduc t o f  the c on t a ct o f  a Europ e an and an Ab ori ginal 
t on gue, an d de a l s  with three s uch language s e x i s t i n g  
i n  the Phi l ippine s . I f  Ab ori gi n al Eng l i s h  c ould b e  
s h own t o  p o s s e s s  marke d ob s e rvab le chara c t e ri s t i c s  o f  
Ab o riginal ve rnacular l an guage s a s  w e l l  as o f  Engli s h, 
i t  c ou l d  b e  t e rme d a c on t a c t  verna c u lar . 

3 .0 De s c rip t i ve p ro c e dure s adop t e d  in the Queens l and 
Sp e e ch S urvey are c ons i s t ent with the theore t i c a l  
framework o f  the p roje ct, and t ake a c c ount o f  s imi lar 
p re vi o us re s e arch . 

3 .1 The l i n gui s t i c  mat e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  i s  s uch as 
wi l l  p e rmi t the st udy of a l l  asp e c t s  of informa l 
sp oken Queens land Engli s h  - ph ono logy, grammar, and 
lexi s - in i t s  s o c i a l  c on t e xt . I n fo rmal uns c ript e d  
gro up c on ve rs at i on p ro ve d  e sp e c i ally s ui t ab l e for 
t his p urp o s e . A me thod of e li c i t ing it had b e en 
de vis e d  an d us e d  s u c ce s s fu l ly on Norfolk I s land in 
19 5 7 . 10 A s i mi lar me thod has s in c e  ( independent ly ) 
b ee n  e xt en s i ve ly e mp lo y e d  b y  Quirk and Ha l l i day in 
de s c ript i ve s t udi e s  un de r the S urve y  of Engli s h  
Us age . 11 
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B ot h  me thods diffe r l i t t le in prin c iple fr om that 
emp lo y e d  b y  Zwi rne r in obt aining l anguage s urvey 
r e c ordings for the Laut b ib li othek de r d e ut s chen 
Mundart en . The main diffe rence a�p e ars t o  b e  that 
int e rview-type mat e ri a l  is us e d . l Weinre i ch ( 19 5 3 )  
had re garde d " the free flowing s p e e ch of b i lingual s  
in the nat ural s e t t ing of language c ont a c t " as 
e s p e c i a l ly s ui t ab le for the s t udy of grammat i c al 
s t ru c ture . 13 

3 .2 A ve ry large s amp ling has b e e n  t aken as the 
s imp l e s t  re c o gni z e d  way of i n c re as ing the ac curacy 
of the random s amp le . 14 The theore t i c a l  p rin cip le 
of lingui s t i c  variat i on a l s o s e e me d  t o  demand a l arge 
s amp le, s i n c e  i t  s ugge s t e d  that lingui s t i c  dat a w o u l d  
have t o  b e  han d l e d  s t a t i s t i c a l ly a s  c on t inuous rathe r 
t h an as di s c re t e  vari ab l e s . 

3 . 3 Re c ogn i t ion of t h e  the ore t i c a l  p rin c i p le of 
lingui s t i c  vari at i on requi re d p ro c e dure s c ap ab le of 
e li c i ting a l l  i di o le ct al, di ale c t al an d s t y li s t i c  
vari e t i e s  of Queens l and Engli s h : 

( a ) Vari e d  spe e ch mat e r i a l  was c ol le c te d: 
inte rvi ews of informan t s  b y  re s e arch 
worker; c onve rs a t i on of informan t s  
among thems e l ve s , b o t h  duo l ogue and 
in gro up s  of three or four; que s t i on
nai re type inte rvi ews ( fo r  l e xi c a l  
i t ems ) ;  and free ob s e rvat i on b y  the 
re s e arch worke r .  

( b )  I nforman t s  of a l l  age group s  and b ot h  
s e xe s  were chos e n . 

( c ) Re le vant b ackground mat e ri a l  was 
s i mu l t ane ous ly c o l le c t e d . 

3 .4 Dat a was c olle c t ed a lmos t  e n t i re l y  through fi e l d  
work b y  we l l-t raine d workers, alt hough s ome s up p 
leme n t ary i nd i re c t  me thods w e re a l s o  us e d . The 
imp o r t an c e  of field work by high ly t rained l ingui s t s  
t o  ens ure ob s e rvat i onal a c c uracy was e arly s t re s s e d  
by Ort on ( 19 5 2 ) . 15 Kurath ( 19 3 9 )  had s hown t h e  
diffi c u l t i e s  o f  c o- ordinat ing t h e  work o f  a large 
t e am of fi e l d  workers of varying c ap ab ili t i e s . 1 6 
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3 . 5 A l l  s p e e ch mat e r i al was t ap e - re c orde d , b ut t o  
guard against  the w e l l-known short c omings o f  t h i s  
p r o c e dure , 17 a l l  mat e r i a l  w a s  moni t o re d in t h e  fi e ld 
fo r i nt e l l i gib i li t y  di ffi c u lt i e s , and a re turn vi s i t  
w as later made i f  ne c e s s ary . 

4 .1 An c i l l ary i n s t rume nt a l devi c e s  for the s t udy o f  
a c ous t i c data have l at e ly b e e n  deve l o p e d  fo r u s e  i n  
t h i s  p roje c t . The s e  have p rovi de d valuab l e  he lp i n  
ana ly s i s , b ut the i r  l i mi t ations are re c ogni z e d : what 
the he arer p e r c e i ve s  is not ne ce s s ari ly the fu l l  and 
c omp l e x  data shown on the ac ous t i c  re c o rd . I ns t ru
me nt al di s c riminat i on mus t  n o t  rep lace audi t ory 
ana ly s i s . 18 C omp ut e r  te chniques have a l s o  b e e n  us e d  
fo r dat a s orting and the c ons t ruc t i on o f  mo rpheme 
c on c ordan c e s , and wi l l  b e  furthe r us e d  where s ui t ab le . 
C omp ut e rs have t h e i r  limit at i ons in l ingui s t i c  
re s e ar ch . 19 

5.0 The fol lowing general main c on c lus i ons are 
e me rging from the an aly s i s  of the Eng l i s h  language 
dat a c o l le c t e d : 

5.1 .1 C e rt ai n  informan t s  who l i ve in are as o r  
c ommun i t i e s  whe re language s othe r than Eng l i s h  are , 
or h ave b ee n , re gularly s p oken , s p e ak di s t i n c t i ve 
varie t i e s  o f  Engli sh . The s e  in formant s are o f  two 
kinds: 

( a ) Th o s e  i n  c ommun i t i e s  whe r e  the 
s e c ond language is an Ab o ri g i n a l  
ve rn a c u lar . 

( b ) Those in c ommun i t i e s  wh e re t he 
s e c ond language i s  Europ e an . 

5.1 .2 I t  would b e  mi s le ading t o  t e rm the vari at i on s , 
i n  the s p e e ch o f  any o f  the s e  in fo rman t s , regi onal . 
The c ommunit i e s  in whi ch they l i ve b e long , not only 
to ge ograph i c a l ly i s o l at e d  are as of N ort h Que ens land , 
b ut als o t o  s ome c lo s e  t o  Bri sb ane. The i s o l at i on in 
whi ch they l i ve is chi e f ly s o c i a l , an d e ven thi s  is 
not ab s o l ut e . The memb e rs o f  Ge rman and I t al i an 
s p e aking c ommuni t i e s  move fre e ly in the commun i t y  at 
l arge . Re s i dents  of mo s t  Ab original s e t t l e ment s and 
mi s s i on s  are fre e to l e ave for w o rk p e ri o ds an d 
re t urn . 
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5.1.3 The c omp e te n c e  of the informant s  in the s e cond 
language , or of other memb ers of the community whom 
they hear spe aking it , varie s . Some are fu l ly or 
p artia l ly bilingual ; othe rs have a re cognit ion 
know l e dge on ly ; others y e t  have los t  the s e cond lan
guage comp le t e ly . Some communitie s are mu ltilingu a l . 
The varie t y  of Ge rman or I t a lian spoken may b e  
dia le c t a l . 

5.2 .1 The p at t e rn of s p e e ch variation in Aborigina l  
communitie s i s  comp le x . Their Eng lish shows the 
in flue n c e  of the Aborigina l  ve rnaculars in phonology 
and le xis , and p e rhap s  in grammar ( too lit t le is 
known as ye t of the grammar of the re levant Ab origin a l  
ve rna c u lars ) .  I t  also shows t h e  influence in 
phonology , grammar , and l e xis of the mos t  in forma l 
varie tie s of Broad Aus t ra lian , of General Aus t ra lian 
( t hrough forma l t e aching in the s chool s ) ,  and 
oc c asion a l ly ( in rare le xic a l  o c c urren c e s ) of British 
dia le c t al Eng lish . 

5.2 .2 The Aborigin a l  English of the mat e rial varie s 
lit t le from community to community ,  e x c e p t  in c e r t ain 
environment a l  words . Howeve r ,  the s ame s p e akers  
within the s ame communit y  show an e x t raordinary 
s t y lis tic range . I n t elligib ility t e s t s  in which non
Aborigin a l  Aus t ra lian h e arers lis t en e d  to the t ap e 
re cordings s howe d  an int e l ligibility range , using the 
Wurm- Lay cock s c ale , from b e low 4 0% through the s ub 
language and dia l e c t  range s into the range o f  fai r  
int e l ligib i lity ( 7 5%- 9 0% ) . 

5.2 .3 This variation corre lat e d  with fe at ur e s  of 
the s p e e ch sit uation : the pe rson or p e rsons addre s s e d , 
the p l ac e  or topic of conve rs ation , and the form of 
the dis cours e .  The in forman t ' s  conve rs ation with the 
re s e arch worke r  was more int e l ligib le t h an his con
ve rs ation with his fel lows ; conve r s ation re corde d in 
s chool , or ab out s chool , was more int e l ligib l e  than 
that re corde d unde r a t ree or about fishing and 
hunting . Conve rs ation b e tween informan t s  in p airs 
was more int e l ligib le than that in l arger group s . 
The l e a s t  int e lligib l e  of a l l  was informa l conve r
s ation on l eis ure pursuit s among male group s o f  four 
or five out side s chool . 
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5.2 .4 The forma l man i fe s t a t i ons o f  thi s vari at i on , 
ob vi ous ly c ondi t i on e d  b y  the s i t uat i on , were chi e f ly 
in phon o logy and grammar , mu ch le s s  in l e x i s . The 
p e r c en t age of Aus t r a l i an Eng l i s h  vo c ab u lary c ognat e s  
i n  t h e  l e a s t  i n t e l li gib le s t re t ch o f  the Cherb ourg 
mate r i a l  ( wh i c h  fall s in the 4 0%- 6 0%, s ub - l anguage 
range ) was very high : 9 7% .  In making this 
c a l c u l at i on , forms o c curring in the wh o l e  range o f  
Aus t ra l i an Eng l i s h  are a c c ep t e d  a s  a b as i s for 
c omp ari s on ;  morphoph onemi c vari an t s  are admit t e d ; 
and v o cab u l ary cogn a t e  i s  de fine d as a form 
re c ogni z ab ly s imi l ar t o  one in Aus t r a l i an Engli s h . 
The i n t e rre l at e d  h i ghe r- l e ve l phon o logi c a l  p a t t e rns 
o f  the u t t e ran c e s  - s t re s s , intonat i on , length 
( wh e re re le vant ) ,  t emp o o f  art i cu l at i on , and p au s e  -
were not ab ly di fferen t , as were s egme n t a l  phoneme s . 2 0 
S e gme n t a l  phoneme s  were c ondi t i on e d  b y  the high e r
l e ve l p at t e rns di fferen t l y , b y  c omp ari s on with 
Aus t r a l i an Engli sh . Grammat i c a l  di fferen c e s , 
e s p e c i a l ly in p ronominal s y s t ems , impaired int e l
ligib i l i ty . 

5.2 . 5  Aus t ralian and n on-Aus t ra l i an Eng l i s h  
phonol o gi c a l  f e at ures an d grammat i c a l  forms 
o c c urre d in free var i a t i on in the mat e ri a l . The s e  
i n t e rfe re n ce p h e n o me n a  d i d  n o t  app e ar t o  make the 
informan t s  le s s  unde rs t andab le to one anothe r ,  b ut 
may h ave he lp e d  t o  make them le s s  s o  t o  the non
Ab origina l informant heare r . S ome of t he s e  forms 
( e . g . ['AfaLa] = we ) were obvi ous ly neither Ab o 
riginal vernacular n o r  Aus t ra l i an , and have 
deve l o p e d  within Ab original Eng li s h . The non
Eng l i s h  f e at ures were more app arent in the informa l 
group c onve r s at i on than in the int e rview mat e ri al . 

5.2 . 6 Evi den c e  o f  i di o l e c t a l  var i at i on was 
di ffi c u l t  to di s c over . In the Cherb ourg mat e r i a l 
the s p e e c h  o f  one info rmant di ffered from that o f  
h i s  three fe l l ows in minor phono l ogi c a l  and gram
mat i c al fe ature s . H oweve r , mo s t  of the s p e akers 
app e ar to adap t their s p e e ch int ui t i ve ly t o  a 
c e n t r a l  norm in c ommuni cat ing with one ano t he r .  

5.3 Limi t e d  e vi den c e  o f  the i n f luen c e  o f  Ab o
riginal Engli sh up on the spe e ch of non-Ab ori gi n a l  
Aus t ra l i an s  h as b een found in i s o l at e d  are as whe re 
Ab originals form a h i gh p rop o rt i on o f  the p op u l at i on .  
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This in fluen c e  is in phon o l ogy and the grammati c a l  
s t ru c t ure o f  ut t e ran c e s  rathe r than in l e xis . 
H owever it is p e rhap s  signifi c ant that , o f  the 
Ab original words which W . S .  Rans om has shown t o  b e  
c urrent in Aus t ra lian English , a high p rop ortion are 
found in N orth Queens lan d . 2 1 

5.4 Idio le c t a l  variat ion is a n o t ab le feat ure o f  the 
data b rought b y  T . E .  Dut t on from the Torre s St rait 
I s lands and C ap e  Y ork are a . H e re s e ve r a l  vernac u lars 
are in c on t ac t , and e ach lo c a l  varie ty o f  t h e s e  is 
not mut u a l ly int e l ligib le to every othe r . The s e  
c onditions d o  not favour the deve l opme n t  o f  a 
c ommunic ative norm . P o s sib ly for that re as on idio
le c t a l  variation is c le ar ly ob s e rvab le .  The 
de t ailed an a ly s is of this data promis e s  int e re s ting 
re s u l t s . 

5. 5.1 The English o f  s e c ond generation bilingual 
in forman t s  in are as o f  origina l  Ge rman s e t t lement 
has a very high inte l ligib ility rating ( 9 5%- 1 0 0% ) . 
The few differen c e s  from Aus tralian Eng lis h in 
phon o l ogy and grammar are o f  two kinds : t h o s e  in 
which the in fluen ce o f  Ge rman ph ono logic al and 
grammatic a l  s t ruc ture are demon s t rab le: and t h o s e  
which c orre s p on d  t o  no known English or Ge rman 
p a t t e rn , an d which s eem t o  have de ve l op e d  through 
he sit ation b etween the two . The Ge rman o f  t h e  
informan t s  varie s diale ct ally . Re s u l t s  o f  the 
re s e arch which has b e gun in this may furthe r 
e xp lain Ge rman influe n c e  app arent in their Englis h . 

5. 5.2 The in forman t s ' Englis h shows a pat t e rn o f  
s ty listic variation , manife s t e d  in gre ater or 
le s s e r  re s emb l anc e s  t o  Aus t ra lian Englis h . The 
s p e e ch of one informant which showed Ge rman 
phon o l ogi c a l  in f luen c e  when he was c onversing in 
a group with others e xhibiting similar charac t e r
is ti c s  was entire ly indis t inguishab le from Aus t 
ralian English when h e  c onve rs e d  in a group with 
Aus t r a lians o f  non-German origin . The range o f  
s uch s t y lis tic variation i s  n o t  howe ver gre at , as 
Ge rman charac t e ris t i c s  at the most are not ve ry 
marke d. 

5. 6.1 The de t aile d analy sis o f  the large c orpus o f  
mat e rial c o l l e c t e d  throughout Que ens land i s  n o t  y e t  
c omp le t e d . 
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Imp re s s i oni s t i c  e xaminat ion howe ver s ugge s t s  t hat , 
ap art from the di s t in c t i ve forms o f  Queens land 
Engli s h  a l re ady di s c us s e d , n ot lingui s t i c  di ffe ren c e s  
l ike ly s e ri ous ly t o  affe ct int e l ligib i li t y  e xi s t . 

5. 6.2 Vari at i ons are howe ve r ob s e rvab l e . Whe ther 
the s e  c an b e  app rop ri a t e d  to  any part i cu l ar are a or 
s o c i a l  group c an b e  finally de t e rmin e d  only when the 
lingui s t i c  dat a has been s ort e d  agai n s t  t h e  b ack
groun d  mat e ri a l . This i s  a c omp l i c at e d  t as k . The 
mob i li t y  of the Aus t ra l i an p o p u lat i on me ans t hat 
s p e ake rs in one are a o f t e n  c ome from many di ffe rent 
p ar t s  o f  Aus t rali a .  S e as on a l  w orke rs from Sy dney 
we re foun d  in Cape Y o rk pe nin s u l a . The i r  spe e ch 
hab i t s  di ffe re d from t h o s e  o f  s ome o f  the lo c al 
inhab i t ant s ,  b ut they had not l i ve d  there l ong . 

5. 6.3 The s p e e ch o f  s ome o f  t h e  female informant s 
di ffe rs n o t ab ly from that o f  the male informan t s  i n  
t h e  s ame group s . S t re s s  and int onat i on c on t ras t s  
w ithin ut t e ran c e s  are mu ch l e s s  c le arly mark e d  w i t h  
the s e  wome n than with t h e  me n ,  and me aningful 
c ont ras t s  app e ar to be c arri e d  rat h e r  b y  lengt h . 
A c o us t i c  e vi den c e  h e re c on fi rms audi t ory ob s e rvat i on .  
Furthe r inve s t igat i o n  i s  ne e de d  t o  d e t e rmine whe the r 
tho s e  di s t in c t i ve phon o l ogi c a l  p at t e rns are i di o 
le c t a l  charact e ri s t i c s o f  c e rtain women info rman t s ,  
or whe the r t h e y  are o f  w i de r  o c c urrenc e . 

5.7.1 A des c rip t i ve s t udy o f  the influence o f  s p e e ch 
and drama t raining up on ordinary c on ve rs at i ona l 
s p e e ch s h owe d a range o f  variat i on b e tween di ffe rent 
i n fo rmant s in the de gre e o f  i n f luen c e . At one 
e x t reme were tho s e  wh o s e  o rdinary s p e e ch was not 
affe ct e d  at  all  b y  spe e ch t raining , alth ough they 
acquire d an othe r s t y le o f  s p e e ch s uit ab le fo r u s e  on 
the s t age . At  the ot he r e xt reme we re th o s e  who s e  
ordinary s p e e ch was in fluen c e d , b o th in s e gme nt a l  
ph oneme s  and in s t re s s  and int onat i on p at t e rns , b y  
t h e i r  t rainin g . The othe r informant s w e r e  di s t ri 
b u t e d  b e tween the e xt reme s o f  t h i s  range . 

5.7.2 I ndi vi dual c i r c ums t an c e s  o f  age and o f  de gre e 
o f  int e re s t  in drama work , app e are d t o  b e  the mos t 
imp o rt an t  de t e rmining fa c t o rs in the de gree o f  
i n f luen c e . 
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5.7.3 I n f o rman t s  who s e  ordinary s p e e ch was l e a s t  
influe n c e d  b y  t raining app e ared t o  have no di ffi c u l t y  
in adap t ing thems e lve s t o  the i r  s e c on d  acquired 
s p e e ch s ty le when p art i c i p at ing in a t raining group . 

6.0 The lingui s t i c  s i gni fi c an c e  o f  the foregoing 
c on c lus i ons remain s  to be di s cus s e d . 

6.1 .1 Human language i s  n o t  a f i x e d  c ommuni c at i ve 
s y s t em� b ut p r e s e n t s  a choi c e  o f  a l t e rn a t i ve forms 
and s t ru c t ural p at t e rns for the e xp re s s ion of the 
s ame me anings . In t he u s e  o f  language two opp o s i t e  
t rends are ob s e rvab le - the one t owards vari at i on� 
the othe r t owards uni formi t y . I n di vi dual phy s i o l o
gi c a l  and p s y chol ogi c a l  d i f fe re n c e s  t end t o  p rodu c e  
variat i on in t h e  choi c e  o f  c ommuni c at i ve me ans ; 
and the s e  may b e  t e rme d i d i o l e c t a l . The di s t i n c
t i ve phonol ogi c a l  chara c t e ri s t i c s  o f  s ome w omen ' s  
s p e e c h  n ot e d  ab ove may we l l  p rove t o  b e  e x amp le s  o f  
s u ch vari at i on . 

6.1 .2 The ne e d  o f  indi viduals t o  live in s o c i e ty 
tends t o  re s t ri c t  their l ingui s t i c  choi c e� s in c e  
vari e t y  may c au s e  mi s unde rs t anding and t h u s  imp ai r  
c ommuni c at i on or b e  otherwi s e  s o c i a l l y  inc onveni e nt . 
S o  i d i o le c t a l  di fferen c e s  tend t o  di s ap p e ar und e r  
the p re s s ure o f  s o c i a l  needs . Thi s  i s  e s p e c i a ll y  
ob s e rvab le in t h e  adap t at i ons o f  indivi du a l  s p e e ch 
h ab i t s  t o  the n o rm o f  the group wh i ch are i l lu s 
t rat e d  in t he e x amp le s  o f  t h e  Ge rman b i lingua l i n 
fo rmant and the drama s t uden t s  men t i on e d  ab ove . 
I di o le c t a l  charac t e ri s t i c s are s t rongly in e v i d e n c e  
i n c ommuni t i e s  like th o s e  o f  Torre s S t ra i t  I s lan d s �  
wh e re s u ch a vari e t y  o f  spe e ch hab i t s  exi s t s  that a 
group norm c an s c ar c e l y  deve l op . 

6.1 .3 The n e e d  for s o c i al adap t a t i on may h oweve r 
b e  mani fe s t e d  in the opp o s i t e  t endency o f  making a 
di ffe rent choi c e  t o  c on form t o  a di f fe rent s i t uat i on .  
Thi s  s t y li s t i c  vari at i on i s  i l lus t ra t e d  i n  the 
vary i ng charac t e ri s t i c s  de s c ri b e d  ab ove o f  the 
s p e e c h  o f  Ab original informan t s  in di fferent 
s i t uati ons . H e re� howeve r , there i s  an unus ua l ly 
wi de range o f  vari a t i on . What are the reas ons for 
t h i s ?  
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6.1 .4 The t o t a l  invent ory from whi ch a s p e aker mak e s  
hi s  c h o i c e  o f  c ommuni c at i ve me ans - d i a l e ct or lan
guage - is acquired b y  him from the s o c i a l  group i n  
whi ch he i s  b rought up . The s e  Ab original i n forman t s  
app e ar t o  have acquired imp e r fe ct ly t w o  invent ori e s  
b e l onging t o  di ffe rent lan guage s . The i r  e x t reme range 
of s t y l i s t i c  vari a t i on is e xp lainab le by c i r c ums t an c e s  
o f  l anguage c on t ac t . W i th them t h e  s t y l i s t i c  range 
i n t e rs e c t s  the di ale c t - l anguage range . Ab original 
Eng l i s h  is  a l i ngui s t i c  c on t i nuum : one e x t reme 
app roache s the Ab original v e rnacu lars and the othe r 
i n c omp le t e ly ove r l ap s  Broad and General Aus t ra l i an . 
Thi s  offers a w i d e r  choi c e  o f  c ommuni c at i ve means fo r 
di ffe rent s t y li s t i c  s i t uat i ons than are n o rmal ly 
avai l ab l e  i n  more homogene ous forms o f  s p e e ch. The 
s p e akers range towards t he Ab original end in s p e e ch 
s i t uat ions re lat ing to t h e i r  own c ommun i t y , l i fe , and 
envi ronmen t , and t owards the Aus t r a l i an end i n  tho s e  
re l at i ng t o  l i fe i n  the c ommun i t y  at l arge . Ab original 
Engli s h  re s emb l e s  i n  the s e  chara c t e r i s t i c s  the  Jamai c an 
E n g l i s h  de s c rib e d  b y  De C amp and the Hait i an Cre o l e  
d e s c r i b e d  b y  Re ine cke ( s ee 2 . 7 . 1- 2 . 7 . 2  ab ove ) . 

6.2 The s ty li s t i c  vari ation in the Eng l i sh spe e ch o f  
Ge rman b i lingual informan t s  a l s o  i n t e rs e c t s  t h e  l an
guage range , b e ing man i f e s t e d  in the pres e n c e  o f  more 
or fewe r Ge rman charact e ri s t i c s . The range of vari a
t i on i s  however much le s s  than in Ab ori ginal Eng l i s h . 
Thi s i s  e xp l ainab le b y  two fact s . Ge rman i s  now l it t le 
us e d  i n  dai ly c ommuni c at i on b y  the in forman t s , e ven 
th o s e  o f  the older gene rat i on ;  and memb ers o f  Ge rman 
c ommun i t i e s  ming le fre e ly w i t h  the general p op u lat i on . 
Ab original vernac u l ars are s t i l l  u s e d  b y  s ome at l e a s t  
o f  the o l d e r  memb e r s  o f  the c ommun i t i e s  i n  wh i ch t h e  
informan t s  l i ve ; and Ab originals mingle l e s s  fre e ly 
w i t h  o t h e r  Aus t r a l i an s . 

6.3 C omp le t e  l ingui s t i c  uni formi t y  i s  never a t t ain
ab le: l anguage o f  i t s  very nat ure is a f l exib l e  
communi c a t i ve me dium. H oweve r , e x c e s s i ve l ingui s t i c  
vari at ion , e s p e c i al ly when i t  affe c t s  i nt e l li gib i l i t y , 
h as e du c at i ona l , s o c i a l , and e c on omi c di s advan t age s . 
I f  Ab original Eng l i s h  i s  impe rfe c t ly int e l li gib le t o  
non-Ab ori ginal Aus t ra lians , i t  may reas onab ly b e  
d e du c e d  that s ome vari e t i e s  o f  Aus t r a l i an Eng l i s h  are 
imp e r fe c t ly i nt e l ligib l e  t o  Ab origina l s . 



1 7 

Thi s  may re t ard the i r  e du c at i on a l  p ro gre s s , e s p e c i a l ly 
in s ub j e c t s  like mathemat i c s wh i ch emp l oy ab s t ra c t  
language , as t h e  more formal kind o f  Aus t ra li an Eng l i sh 
i s  the me dium o f  in s t ruct i o n  i n  s ch o o l s . 

6.4 The de t a i l e d  l i ngui s t i c  de s c ri p t i ons o f  Ab o r i g i n a l  
Eng l i s h  made as a re s u l t  o f  t h e  Survey in Queens land 
p rovi de i n format i on whi ch c ou l d  as s i s t  t e ach ing p r o c e 
dure s de s i gn e d  t o  imp rove the Eng l i s h  o f  Ab origina l s . 
H oweve r , the mos t e ffe c t i ve s o lut i on o f  the l i ngui s t i c  
p rob l ems o f  the Ab ori ginals l i e s  i n  the offi c i a l ly 
favoure d p r o c e dure o f  t he i r  as s imi lat i on int o the 
Aus t r a l i an c ommun i ty . I f  they are remove d from s o c i al 
i s olat i on and the environment w i th whi ch t h e i r  l e s s  
i nt e l li gi b le s t y le o f  s p e e ch i s  as s o c i a t e d , t h i s  w i l l  
aut omat i ca l ly f a l l  i n t o  di s us e , and t h ey w i l l  e xp re s s  
thems e lve s , as they are a l re ady ab l e  t o  d o , i n  a s t y le 
app ro xi mat i ng more c lo s e ly t o  Aus t r a l i an Engli s h . 
E du c at i on wi l l , o f  c ours e , c on t i nue t o  as s i s t  the i r  
p rogre s s ; b u t  s o c i al i s o lat i on i s  the p r i n c i p a l  c aus e 
o f  the l ingui s t i c  di ffere n c e s  whi ch they e xh ib it . 

6. 5.0 The p re s ent s t udy c o n f i rms the view o f  modern 
l ingui s t s  that ob s ervat i o na l , des c r i p t i ve , and 
e xp lanat ory adequacy c an be e n s ure d i f  s c i ent i fi c  
i n ve s t i gat i on i s  as s o c i at e d  w i th a f l e xib l e  b ut 
c omp rehens i ve the ory . The value o f  H a l l i day ' s  the ory 
has b e e n  p rove d through all s t ages o f  the p roj e c t  -
i n  dat a c o l l e c t i o n , ana ly s i s , and e xp l anat i on o f  the 
fact s as c e rt ai ne d . 

6. 5.1 W i t h out the gui dan c e  o f  a t h e ory wh i ch 
re c ogni z e s  the fact  o f  l i ngui s t i c  vari at i on , ob s e r
vat i on a l  an d d e s crip t i ve ade quacy would not have 
b e en ensure d .  S amp ling c ou l d  we l l  have b e en i nade 
quat e . Th ough p r i o r  i n format i on s ugge s t e d  the 
e x i s t e n c e  o f  vari e t y  in Ab ori gina l Eng l i s h , the 
range and nat ure o f  vari at i on was ent i re ly uns u s 
p e c t e d . Th e the ory s ugge s t e d  the n e e d  f o r  f i e l d  
work p ro c e dure s like ly t o  e l i c i t  the wh o l e  range o f  
d i a le c t a l  and s t y li s t i c  vari at i on . Mono s ty l i s t i c  
s amp ling , wh i ch i s  s ome t ime s favoured i n  l ingui s t i c  
re s e arch b e c au s e  i t  s imp l i fi e s  analys i s , w o u l d  h ave 
c re a t e d  a fals e imp re s s i on o f  uni formi ty , and 
c on c e a le d  b ot h  the f a c t  o f  l i ngui s t i c var i at i on and 
the e du c a t i on a l  and s o c i a l  p r ob lems as s o ci at e d w i t h  i t, 
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Similarly , the the ory , in emphasizing the 
int e r re lations hip o f  phon o l ogy , le xis , and grammar , 
and the re lationship o f  form t o  s o cial sit uation , 
c a l l e d  for linguis t i c  mat e rial and b ackground in for
mation s uit ab l e  fo r the s t udy o f  t h e s e  aspe c t s  o f  
l an guage . 

6. 5.2 The the ory likewis e c a l l e d  for t h e  adop tion 
of ana ly s is t e c hnique s ,  s uch as t h o s e  of Wurm and 
Lay c o ck , which de s c rib e linguis tic variation in t e rms 
of the c on t e xt ua l  re lationship o f  linguis tic form t o  
s o cial fun c t ion and s e t ting . 

6. 5.3 The the ory a l s o  p ro ve d  it s e xp l anat ory adequacy . 
I t  e xp l aine d  why c omp aris on o f  diale ct s b as e d  o n ly on 
the re l ative numb e r  of l e xic a l  c o gnat e s , without re f
e re n c e  t o  phon o l o gy and grammar , is  like ly to  produce 
mis le ading re s u l t s . I t  s ugge s t e d  more ove r h ow the 
e xis t en c e  o f  the c on tinua or cLi n e s  of fo rma l variation 
dis c overe d in the dat a c o u l d  be e xp l aine d  in te rms o f  
their c on t e xt ual re lationship t o  fe at ure s o f  t h e  s o cial 
sit uat ion . 

7.0 The s t udy o f  sp oken English unde rtaken in Que e n s 
lan d  n e e d s  t h e  s upport o f  re s e arch in Ab origina l  
vern a c u l ars an d in Aus t ra lian Ge rman,and I t a lian, 
dia le c t o l o gy . Language c on t a c t  phenomena wil l  b e  
b e t t e r  unde r s t o o d  a s  more de t ail e d  in formation in the s e  
fie l ds b e c ome s avai l ab l e  unde r the new re s e arch p r o 
gramme s .  P e riodi c a l  linguis tic c on f e re n c e s  wi l l  
c ontinue t o  as sis t int e rchan ge o f  in formation and 
c o- o rdinat ion o f  e ffort in linguistic re s e arch . 
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