
Abstract 

The bachelor thesis The Dissolution of the Soviet Union and the year 1991 in the contemporary 

Czech press aims to describe how the Czech daily newspapers Rude pravo, Mlada fronta Dnes 

and Lidove noviny reported on the events of 1991 connected with the collapse of the Soviet 

Union. For this purpose, it uses a qualitative content analysis of news and opinion articles 

published in the aforementioned newspapers in the period from 1 June to 31 December 1991. 

The thesis focuses on six key events of 1991: the election of Boris Yeltsin as president of the 

RSFSR, the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, the G7 summit in London, the August coup, the 

Belavezha Accords and the resignation of Mikhail Gorbachev as president of the USSR. Based 

on the data collected, it describes what aspects of the chosen events the newspapers emphasized, 

how they portrayed the personalities associated with these events, how they used news agencies 

and their own foreign correspondents in doing so, and whether they differed in any way in these 

respects. The thesis also aims to capture part of the Czech media scene in the late 1980s and 

early 1990s and the impact of the newly acquired press freedom on their coverage of the Soviet 

Union. 

 


