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ABSTRACT 


Prel iminary h i s t o r i c a l  and archaeologica l  i nves t iga t ion  of t he  Robert Henry 

Sea le  farm res idences  (41RT362) u t i l i z i n g  a metal de t ec to r  and l imi ted  shovel 

t e s t i n g  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a r ecen t  owner of t he  property removed both r e s i d e n t i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  des t roying  the  s i t e  and extens ive ly  damaging any buried depos i t s .  

I t  i s  t he  e s t ima t ion  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  resources s t a f f  of the  S t a t e  Department of 

Highways and Pub l i c  Transpor ta t ion  t h a t  the  physical  remains of the occupation 

of t h e  property have been d i s rup ted  t o  such an ex ten t  t h a t  they now have no 

va lue  i n  answering c u l t u r a l- h i s t o r i c a l  questions. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  AND HISTORY 


The proposed p r o j e c t  involves  r econs t ruc t ion  of a two-lane segment of S t a t e  

Highway 6 i n  Robertson County and provides f o r  an  u l t imate  four- lane d iv ided  

roadway f a c i l i t y  wi th  f rontage  roads. The p ro j ec t  w i l l  g ene ra l ly  fol low t h e  

e x i s t i n g  alignment.  The west f ron tage  road will be the  e x i s t i n g  two-lane SH 6 

roadway f a c i l i t y .  The p r o j e c t  i s  located i n  a r u r a l  s e t t i n g  of woods and 

pas tures .  The e x i s t i n g  right-of-way width i s  100 f t .  The proposed p r o j e c t  w i l l  

have right-of-way widths varying from 200 t o  850 f t .  with a  usua l  width of 500 

f t .  The p r o j e c t  i s  4 mi les  i n  l eng th  extending from Loop 507 i n  Bryan t o  1 mi le  

northwest of Benchley. 

An on- si te  a r chaeo log ica l  survey of t he  p ro j ec t  was conducted on January 21,  

1987. The survey was conducted on foo t  and by automobile, with on-foot survey 

a t  every po in t  where t h e r e  was a reasonable p robab i l i t y  of f ind ing  c u l t u r a l  

resources  evidence. Four h i s t o r i c a l  markers were located.  These inc lude  a 1936 

c e n t e n n i a l  marker commemorating the  founding of Brazos County, an aluminum 

marker denot ing t h e  Camino Real ,  a 1918 g r a n i t e  Camino Real marker, and a marker 

commemorating t h e  community of Staggers  Point.  During cons t ruc t ion ,  a l l  t hese  

markers w i l l  be s to red  and then  re- erected a t  nearby l o c a l i t i e s  as appropr ia te .  

E a r l i e r ,  a r chaeo log ica l  s i t e  41RT362 was i d e n t i f i e d  and repor ted  by S t a t e  

Department of Highways and Pub l i c  Transpor ta t ion  (SDHPT) Bryan D i s t r i c t  person-

n e l  as the  r u i n s  of t h e  Wooten-Seale p lan ta t ion .  The loca t ion  of S i t e  41RT362 

i s  shown i n  F igure  1. No evidence w a s  found f o r  any port ion of the  Camino Real 

w i t h i n  the  proposed right- of-way. 
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During t h e  January 1987 survey of t h e  Wooten-Seale P l a n t a t i o n  S i t e  (41RT362) 

f ence  segments and yard p l an t ings  toge ther  with s e v e r a l  s tanding  outbui ld ings  i n  

v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  of c o l l a p s e  were found wi th in  t h e  proposed roadway right-of-way. 

The conc re t e  foundat ion  f o r  a temporary s t r u c t u r e  was a l s o  noted.  It was 

observed a t  t h a t  time t h a t  t h e  ou tbu i ld ings  were fas tened  wi th  wire n a i l s ,  a 

t r a i t  pos tda t ing  the  mid 1880s. Based on information a t  hand i n  January of 

1987, a de te rmina t ion  of e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  i nc lu s ion  on the  Nat ional  Regis te r  of 

H i s t o r i c  P laces  was sought from t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  Of f i ce r  (SHPO) 

under C r i t e r i a  D of 36 CFR, P a r t  800. Based on information a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  t h e  o f f i c e  of t he  SHPO agreed t h a t  t he  s i te  met t he  c r i t e r i a  f o r  i nc lu s ion  . 

i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Register. 

Fur the r  a r c h i v a l  s t u d i e s  provided a d d i t i o n a l  information concerning the  h i s t o r y  

of t h e  site.  It  was found t h a t  t h e r e  had been two h i s t o r i c  res idences  on t h e  

proper ty  and t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l and  g r a n t  given t o  Robert Henry was one league  

and a l abo r  amounting t o  over  4500 ac re s .  With f u r t h e r  land  a c q u i s i t i o n s  t h e  

proper ty  grew t o  inc lude  9000 ac re s .  

It was a l s o  found t h a t  t he  two h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  per ta ined  t o  t h e  occupancy of 

Annie Lee and Robert H. (Henry) Seale .  Robert H. Seale  was t h e  son of t he  o r i-

g i n a l  p l a n t a t i o n  owner, Columbus C. Seale .  Columbus C. Sea le  married i n  1850. 

H e  purchased land  t h a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of the  Wooten headr igh t .  Columbus C. 

S e a l e ' s  wi fe  rece ived  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  property i n  November of 1852 (Robertson 

County Deed Records, Vol. L:596) and acquired a d d i t i o n a l  l and  i n  June of 1868 

(Robertson County Deed Records,  Vol. 0:641). It can be presumed t h a t  Robert H. 

Sea l e  was probably a t  l e a s t  20 yea r s  of age when he married. It was not  u n t i l  
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a f t e r  he married t h a t  he i n h e r i t e d  t h e  property.  Therefore,  t he  e a r l i e s t  Robert 

H. Seale  i s  l i k e l y  t o  have occupied t h e  s i t e  was around 1870. 

The Highway Design Div is ion  of the SDHPT requested t h a t  t he  Bryan D i s t r i c t  con-

t a c t  descendants of t he  o r i g i n a l  proper ty  owners t o  provide h i s t o r i c  photographs 

and h i s t o r i c a l  da ta .  I n  February of 1988 descendants of the  o r i g i n a l  owners 

were contacted by the  au thor .  The f i r s t  t o  be contacted was Edward Burkhart ,  

t h e  husband of one of Robert H. Sea l e ' s  daughters and keeper of the  family 

h i s t o r y .  Burkhart s a i d .  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  house represented by the  foundat ion 

remains was b u i l t  i n  1909 o r  1910 - a t  a time when Robert H. Seale  became a 

p a r t n e r  wi th  D r .  Giesecke i n  t h e  F i r s t  Bank and Trus t  Co. i n  Bryan. Burkhart 

knows of no houses previous t o  t he  1910 two-story s t r u c t u r e  on the  property con-

t a i n i n g  t h e  foundat ion remains. Information provided by the  Rryan D i s t r i c t  

showed t h a t  t h i s  house was razed i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970s. No e a r l y  a r t i f a c t s  were 

found i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  on- si te  survey. A photograph of t he  two-story house is 

shown i n  F igure  2A. 

Burkhart was ques tioned about t he  probable l oca t ion  of t he  residence-of C o l u m b u s  

C.  Sea le ,  f a t h e r  of Robert Henry Seale .  Burkhart ind ica ted  t h a t  t he  Columbus C. 

Sea l e  house was loca ted  on h i s  own property we l l  ou t s ide  and e a s t  of the  r igh t-

of-way, and was s i t u a t e d  on a h i l l  adjacent  t o  a modern roadside park. This  : 

house burned sometime i n  t he  pas t .  Robert H. Seale  had h i s  f i r s t  house on Camel 

Creek, a l s o  o u t s i d e  the  right-of-way. The Sea le  family cemetery is  loca ted  near  

t h e  Burkhart house and Columbus C. Seale  is  buried i n  t he  Rye Cemetery near  

Benchley, Texas. He remarked t h a t  t he  Robert H. Seale  pa r t  of the land d i v i s i o n  

was on the  west s i d e  of the  Old San Antonio Road. 
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FIGURE 2. Two historic residences of Annie Lee and Robert Henry Seale. 
A, the two-story house built around 1910 and B, the earlier single-story 
house built in the late 1880 1 s. 
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The second informant  was Robert Henry Sea le  I I I, whose grandfa ther  Robert H. 

Seale b u i l t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  quest ion.  Seale  I I I  repor ted  t h a t  t he  

two- story house represen ted  by foundat ion remains was b u i l t  i n  about 1902 and 

was razed about  1967. He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  second house on the  s i te  

b u i l t  by h i s  g r and fa the r  and loca t ed  about 50 yards  west of t he  two-story house. 

T h i s  house was used a s  t h e  R. H. Sea le  res idence  while t h e  main house was being 

b u i l t .  This  o l d e r  house was b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1800s. A photograph of t h i s  

o l d e r  s ing le- story  house i s  shown i n  Figure 2B. The reason R. H. Seale  I I I  had 

t h e  houses des t royed  was cons t an t  t h e f t ,  vandalism, and t h e  presence of vagran ts  

i n  t h e  vacant  bu i ld ings .  When t h e  main house was t o r n  down Seale  I I I  a l s o  

removed t h e  o l d e r  one, i nc lud ing  t h e  foundations.  

A t h i r d  descendant ,  Mrs. Luther Westbrook, was contacted.  She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

were two -h i s t o r i c  houses on the  proper ty ,  t he  f i r s t  b u i l t  by Robert Henry Sea le  

i n  t h e  1890s a f t e r  he had l i v e d  on the  Brazos and a t  Rye. The second was a l s o  

b u i l t  by Robert  H. Sea le  about 1910. Mrs. Westbrook a l s o '  s t a t e d  t h a t  Columbus 

C.  Seale ( f a t h e r  of R. H. Seale)  l i v e d  on the  h i l l  above the  present  rest s t o p  

e a s t  of t he  s i te .  His house l a t e r  burned, she  s a id .  She has  photographs of 

bo th  of t h e  Robert  H. Seale  houses. Mrs. Westbrook allowed the  SDHPT t o  repro-

duce these  photographs and cop ie s  have been provided t o  the  SHPO. 

It was noted t h a t  the  e a r l i e r  house was a  frame bui ld ing  b u i l t  on p i e r s  and t h a t  

t h e  l a t e r  s t r u c t u r e  was a  frame bui ld ing  wi th  a  masonry foundat ion and basement. 

Robert  Henry Sea le  I I I  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he attempted t o  remove evidence of t he  

s t r u c t u r e s  through bul ldozing because of the  vandalism t h a t  had taken p lace  a t  

t h e  s i t e .  This  information was provided t o  the  SHPO on March 4 ,  1988, and the  
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e l i g i b i l i t y  of t h e  proper ty  f o r  i nc lu s ion  on t h e  Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  was 

ques t ioned  i n  l i g h t  of t he se  new reve l a t i ons .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  SDHPT o f f e r e d  t o  

conduct a  meta l  de t ec to r  survey of t h e  property while  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t - h a d  been 

t h e  exper ience  of t he  SDHPT s t a f f  a t  o t h e r  sites t h a t  bul ldozing seve re ly  

compromises t h e  c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t s  on shallow h i s t o r i c  sites. The metal d e t e c t o r  

survey was performed on J u l y  25, 1988. 

ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND 

The s i t e  a r e a  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  Pos t  Oak Savannah near  i t s  margin wi th  t he  

Blackland p r a i r i e  (Gould 1969). Vegetation on t h e  s i t e  inc ludes  pas tu re  

g r a s s e s ,  i r ises,  c repe  myr t le ,  and hackber r ies  i n  t h e  yard a rea .  No r ecen t  

publ ished s o i l  survey was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Robertson County but  s i n c e  t h e  s i t e  is  

almost  ad jacent  t o  t h e  Brazos County l i n e ,  a  Brazos County survey was consul ted.  

The s o i l  found i n  t he  a r e a  of t h e  s i t e  i s  Bonham c l a y  loam on 0-2 % s lopes .  The 

s o i l  is  descr ibed  a s  dark gray-brown f r i a b l e  c l a y  loam, a maximum of 10 i n .  

t h i c k ,  and over ly ing  a  yellow-red permeable c l ay  (Mowery e t  a l .  1958:60). This  

d e s c r i p t i o n  was confirmed i n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  t y p i c a l  of t he  s i t e  a rea .  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Since  t h i s  s i t e  i s  h i s t o r i c  and no p r e h i s t o r i c  occupat ion was noted,  d i s cus s ion  

w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  h i s t o r i c  a rchaeologica l  i nves t i ga t ions .  Work on the  Richard 

C a r t e r  homesite ( th rea tened  by development a t  College S t a t i o n  i n  Brazos County) 

10 



focused on a pre-Civil  War r u r a l  s i t e  cons i s t i ng  of t he  l o c a l i t y  of a cabin  

which was replaced when t h e  owners became prosperous. No s t r u c t u r e  foundations 

were found i n  t h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  s i t e  but  a "sheet  midden" and w e l l  were recorded. 

The Car t e r s  were h igh- sta tus  ind iv idua ls .  Since t h i s  s i t e  is  e a r l i e r  and served 

a d i f f e r e n t  func t ion  than  t h e  S i t e  41RT362, they a r e  not r e a l l y  comparable. 

S i t e s  t h a t  a r e  comparable i n  age have been excavated mostly i n  urban areas .  

These inc lude  t h e  fol lowing San Antonio s i t e s ;  t h e  Giesser  House, the  Arcienega 

S t r e e t  houses,  t h e  Aldre te  House, the  Cai le  House, and t h e  Wulf House. Other 

s i t e s  inc lude  houses i n  Laredo i n  the  Juarez Lincoln Bridge approach, l a t e r  

per iod  occupat ion of t h e  Carrington-Covert House i n  Aust in,  and occupations a t  

Beige l  Se t t lement ,  Richland Creek, and others .  With the  except ion of the  Beigel  

Se t t lement ,  t hese  s i t e s  r ep re sen t  t u r n  of the  century urban occupations. Few 

s t u d i e s ,  however, have t r e a t e d  wealthy r u r a l  res idences  of t h e  turn 'of  t he  cen-

tu ry .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The h i s t o r y  of t h i s  proper ty  i s  descr ibed b r i e f l y  i n  the  1974 e d i t i o n  of t h e  

Texas Family Land Her i tage  Regis t ry :  

Robert Henry, born i n  I r e l a n d  i n  1801, married E l i zabe th  Downing, daughter 
of Lord Downing of England, i n  1820. That same year ,  they l e f t  I r e l and  f o r  
America, and s e t t l e d  f o r  a s h o r t  time i n  South Carolina. The s p i r i t  of 
moving s t i l l  l a y  upon them, a s  i t  did on many people i n  t h a t  time, and they 
moved on t o  Alabama, s t ay ing  long enough t o  accumulate $900.00 worth of 
proper ty  which they so ld  before  they moved t o  Texas. I n  Texas, Robert 
Henry was granted one league and one labor  i n  Robertson County. In  1836, 
heeding t h e  c a l l  t o  b a t t l e ,  Henry took one of h i s  t h r e e  horses and jo ined  

11 



Sam Houston's Army, where he gave s e r v i c e  from March u n t i l  June 1836. 
Robert [and]  E l i zabe th  Henry's f i r s t  c h i l d ,  E l izabe th ,  was married t o  
Columbus C. Sea le ,  June 26, 1850. In  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e i r  p roper ty ,  t h e  
Sea l e ' s  son,  Robert H., i n h e r i t e d  the  land. Robert H. Seale  married Annie 
Lee, and they continued t o  l i v e  on the  farm, bui lding a l a r g e  three- story 
[two- story p lus  a t t i c ]  c o l o n i a l  home where they l i v e d  and r a i s e d  t h e i r  
family.  A t  t he  dea th  of Robert  H. Seale,  h i s  son, Frank H., i n h e r i t e d  t h e  
home and land and continued t o  l i v e  t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  death. H i s  son, Robert 
Henry Seale  [Robert Henry Sea le  I I I], owns the  land today, r a i s i n g  c a t t l e  
and feed on the  property.  Each succeeding generat ion has added land t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  g r a n t  and today, t o t a l  Seale  holdings include 9,000 ac re s .  
Products  of t he  o r i g i n a l  farm included c a t t l e ,  f l a x ,  wheat, o a t s ,  r y e ,  
horses ,  and mules. (Texas Family Land Her i tage  Regis t ry  1974:118) 

I n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t he  proper ty  of Columbus C. Seale ,  Robert H. Seale  acquired 

t h e  land on which the  s i t e  is  loca ted .  According t o  h i s  descendants,  h i s  f i r s t  

house s i t e  was on Camel Creek, and t h e  house of Columbus C. Seale was i n  Brazos 

County near  t h e  present  roads ide  park. It would appear t h a t  Robert H. Seale  

b u i l t  h i s  two houses a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  1880s, probably between 1890 and 1920. 

TESTING OPERATIONS 

P r i o r  t o  examination of t he  s i t e  wi th  a metal de t ec to r ,  t he  s i t e  was mowed t o  

i n c r e a s e  ground v i s i b i l i t y .  The a r e a  mowed was 300 f t .  wide and 500 ft. long 

and included t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  a rea .  The mowed a r e a  was e n t i r e l y  w i th in  the  

right-of-way. The t e s t  was conducted wi th  a Schonstedt Metal Locator (GAS2B), a 

s e n s i t i v e  metal  d e t e c t o r  u sua l ly  used t o  f i nd  p ipe l ines  and buried t r a c t  boun-

dary  pins.  The instrument was found t o  be very s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  the  purposes of 

l o c a t i n g  i r o n  deb r i s .  The survey was conducted i n  a g r i d  p a t t e r n  with r e f e rence  

t o  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  s t a t i o n  p o s i t i o n s  of the westbound lanes.  Me ta l l i c  encounters  

were marked wi th  yellow p l a s t i c  t ags  and were p l o t t e d  on a s i t e  map. 
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A s i t e  map inc luding  r e s u l t s  of t he  metal de t ec to r  survey i s  shown i n  Figure 3 .  

Metal concent ra t ions  a r e  found around the  s tanding outbui ld ings  and the  foun-

d a t i o n  r u i n  of t he  two-story 1920s house. Another a r ea  of concent ra t ion  was 

encountered i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of the yard where p i l e s  of deb r i s  had been 

l e f t  by bul ldozer  a c t i v i t y  ( l abe l ed  dump i n  the  f igu re ) .  Few metal  i tems were 

loca t ed  i n  a r e a s  between s t r u c t u r e s  and i n  the  a r e a  thought t o  have been the 

l o c a t i o n  of t h e  e a r l i e r  house. The purported l o c a t i o n  of t h e  e a r l i e r  house was 

remarkably c l e a r  of metal  and showed exposed steri le subso i l  i n  most a r eas  exa-

mined. 

S i x  shovel  t e s t s  were made, each i n  an a r e a  where magnetic encounters were 

noted. Two were s i t u a t e d  i n  t he  a r e a  reported by informants a s  the s i t e  of t he  

e a r l i e r  house. Four shovel  tests were placed i n  a r eas  around the  l a t e r  two-

s t o r y  house which were f e l t  t o  be somewhat l e s s  d i s turbed  by bul ldozer  a c t i v i t y .  

Two of these  shovel  t e s t s  were placed i n  t he  yard southwest of the  l a t e r  house, 

one was placed e a s t  of t h e  house, and one was placed northwest of the  house. In  

each of these  u n i t s  recovery was l imi t ed  t o  a  s i n g l e  wire n a i l .  I n  each case ,  

t hese  s i n g l e  wire n a i l s  were respons ib le  f o r  the  magnetic anomaly recorded by 

t h e  m e t a l  d e t e c t o r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he  southernmost t e s t  i n  the.  a r ea  of t h e  

e a r l i e r  house produced a few very small  b r i ck  fragments and a small  amount of 

a s h  which perhaps represented  the  base of a p i t .  A l l  t e s t s  showed shallow s o i l  

over  basa l  c l ay .  S o i l  had been removed from the  f i r s t  house l o c a l i t y  so  t h a t  

c l a y  was a t  t h e  su r f ace  of t h e  shovel  tests i n  t h a t  a rea .  The deepest s o i l  

encountered e a s t  of the  second house was about 5 c m  thick.  
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A t  t h e  time of t he  metal  d e t e c t o r  t e s t i n g  and shovel  t e s t i n g ,  s eve ra l  obser-

v a t i o n s  were made. The basement of t he  l a t e r  s t r u c t u r e  appeared t o  have been 

made of concrete .  Concrete from a walk and fragments of s t e p s  were-observed 

jumbled i n t o  t h e  basement a rea .  Fragmented b r i c k  p i e r s  and loose  br icks  a l s o  

were included i n  t h e  basement jumble. Three types of marked red br icks  were 

observed: ( 1 )  A t l a s ,  (2 )  Navarro, and (3)  Groesbeck Reds. 

Two a r e a s  of modern t r a s h  were observed nor th  and northwest of the  second house. 

One contained a p i l e  of m a t e r i a l  including s t e e l  drums. The o the r ,  cons i s t i ng  

of a t e l e v i s i o n ,  a c h a i r ,  washing-machine frames, and o the r  modern deb r i s ,  was 

s i t u a t e d  on a  concre te  s l a b  ad jacent  t o  a  modern t r a i l e r  s i t e .  The t r a i l e r  has  

been removed. No e a r l y  ceramics o r  g l a s s  was observed. One hard-paste earthen- 

ware hollow-cast r a b b i t  f i g u r i n e  was observed. 

CONCLUSIONS 

An examination of the photograph of the e a r l i e r  Sea le  house indicates--&bat i t  

was b u i l t  on b r i c k  p i e r s  and was of frame cons t ruc t ion .  Examination of the  pho-

tograph of t h e  l a t e r  house i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  too was of frame cons t ruc t ion ,  was 

two s t o r i e s  high,  and had a b r i c k  chimney. It i s  not c l e a r  i n  the photograph 

what was used i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of the  foundation. Both s t r u c t u r e s  were q u i t e  

s u b s t a n t i a l .  

The l a s t  occupant of S i t e  41RT362, Robert H. Sea le  I I I, s t a t e d  t h a t  he had t h e  

houses razed i n  about 1967 because of f requent  t h e f t  and vandalism and because 

t h e  vacant  houses served a s  re fuges  f o r  vagrants .  H i s  i n t e n t  was to  e r a d i c a t e ,  
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i n s o f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  evidence t h a t  t he  s t r u c t u r e s  had eve r  ex i s t ed .  Edward 

Burkhart  s t a t e d  t h a t  e a r l i e r  occupat ion of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  a r e a  by Columbus C. 

Seale was on Burkhart ' s  p roper ty  i n  Brazos County overlooking the  presen t  road-

s i d e  park and east of 41RT362. Mrs. Luther Westbrook l i kewi se  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

Columbus C. Sea le  house was i n  Brazos County and had burned years  ago. Robert 

H. Sea le  I I I  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  Robert H. Seale house on t h i s  s i te  (41RT362) 

had been loca t ed  about 50 yards  west of the  l a t e r  house whose exac t  l o c a t i o n  is  

known because of foundat ion remains. 

Archaeological  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  inc luding  d e t a i l e d  v i s u a l  i n spec t ion  on two d i f-

f e r e n t  occas ions ,  a  metal- detector  survey and shovel  t e s t i n g  guided by t h e  

r e s u l t s  of t h e  metal- detector  survey revealed no p a t t e r n  of meta l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

t h a t  might r e l a t e  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  no c i s t e r n s ,  w e l l s ,  o r  p r i v i e s ,  and 

no evidence of e a r l y  o r  middle n ine t een th  century occupation. The shovel  t e s t s  

and obse rva t ion  suggest  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  depos i t  i n  t h e  a r ea  presumed t o  have been 

t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  e a r l i e r  house has  been s t r i pped  o f f  t o  t he  basa l  c lay .  Much 

of t h e  m a t e r i a l  from t h a t  a r e a  appears  t o  have been pushed i n t o  t he  basement of 

t h e  l a t e r  two-story house a s  a convenient way of f i l l i n g  t h a t  f e a t u r e .  The 

remainder of t h e  m a t e r i a l  appears  t o  have been pushed i n t o  t h e  southeas t  corner  

of t h e  yard of t h e  l a t e r  house. 

It appears ,  then ,  t h a t  t h e  a rchaeologica l  depos i t s  of t h e  s i t e  have been 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  des t royed ,  perhaps a s  much a s  o r  more than 90% i n  and around t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s .  This  f a c t  being s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by Robert H. Sea le  I I I  who removed 

t h e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and by a r chaeo log ica l  observa t ion ,  i t  would appear t h a t  no 

f u r t h e r  a r chaeo log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be productive.  However, i f  t he  
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structures had not been removed i n  such a radical fashion and i f  the archaeolo-

g i c a l  deposits remained in t ac t ,  i t  is  possible that the s i t e  would have been 

e l i g i b l e  for  inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places under 

Criterion D .  Unfortunately, the archaeological value of the property has been 

destroyed. 
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