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The Global Pandemic is Still Global
Pedro Hernandez-Ramos


Associate Professor of Education

As heard on KQED, Northern California’s public radio.

Californians feel an understandable sense of relief as the economy is reopened and more

normal life resumes. But COVID‐19 is still killing hundreds if not thousands of people around the

country, and many, many more in countries where vaccine supplies are far less available or not

at all. Less than 10 percent of the world’s population has been fully vaccinated, most of them in

rich industrialized nations like ours. In other countries like Mexico, where I grew up and still have

a large family, only about 12 percent of the population of about 130 million has been fully

vaccinated and the total number of deaths is estimated at around 600,000.

These numbers are abstractions until they touch you personally. Through all of 2020 no one in

my family got sick with COVID‐19, but that changed quickly this year: first my mother got it, then

one of my sisters, then two of my brothers along with members of their families. My younger

brother, Paco, died after three weeks in intensive care, while Luis miraculously survived after

being unconscious in the ICU for almost two months. Paco’s death has shaken our family on

both sides of the border in unimaginable ways, and I feel deep sorrow and empathy for the

millions here with relatives all around the world suffering terrible losses who can’t practice the

rituals for the dead because of the pandemic.

It is easy to focus on our immediate surroundings and ignore the great pain and suffering that

many parts of our one world are still experiencing. This is a worldwide pandemic and no one is

completely safe until everyone is safe from this terrible disease. Solidarity with our local

neighbors who lost relatives and friends in distant places is a good way for me to remember my

brother Paco and for all of us to honor our common humanity.

https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/2020/submit-scu-in-quarantine/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/2020/about-scu-in-quarantine/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/2020/browse-scu-in-quarantine/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/2020/tips-scu-in-quarantine/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/2020/scu-in-quarantine-events/
https://www.kqed.org/perspectives/201601141067/pedro-hernandez-ramos-the-global-pandemic-is-still-global


10/18/21, 9:56 AM The Global Pandemic - Santa Clara Magazine

https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/2021/the-global-pandemic/ 2/2

0 Comments Santa Clara Magazine 🔒 Disqus' Privacy Policy 1 Login

t Tweet f Share Sort by Newest

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAddd Do Not Sell My Data⚠

 Recommend

Share

Related Stories

Bronco Grrrls
Sixty years have passed since

the SCU president decided to

admit women as students. They

were not greeted with many open

arms.

Lauren Loftus, 13 Oct 2021 2 min read

Boots on the Ground
Lawyer, chaplain, and former law

professor Mary J. Novak ’88 is

hitting the road to tackle issues of

injustice as the first layperson to

lead NETWORK Catholic Lobby.

Leslie Griffy, 13 Oct 2021 2 min read

Best Boss
It’s a triumphant homecoming for

Intel’s new CEO, Pat Gelsinger
’83.

Tracy Seipel, 13 Oct 2021 < 1 min read

Shark Tank
Harmony Oswald J.D. ’16 
swims with sharks so you, the

small business owner, don’t have

to.

Lucy Nino ’22, 13 Oct 2021 2 min read

Stay Connected


 
  

Submit Your Class Note!

5

The glowing light atop Swig is an iconic object. It welcomes back to
campus visiting alumni or students from a night on the town. What’s
the object you associate most with @SantaClaraUniv?
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/fall-2021/guiding-light/

FOLLOW 

 About 
 Class Notes 
Update Address 
 Contact Us

Twitter 
YouTube 
Facebook Santa Clara University ©2021. All rights reserved

https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/santaclaramagazine/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=santaclaramagazine&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://disqus.com/data-sharing-settings/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/fall-2021/bronco-grrrls/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/fall-2021/ground-work/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/fall-2021/best-boss/
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/fall-2021/shark-tank/
https://magazine.scu.edu/add-class-note/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=1449099194195595267&related=santaclaramag
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=1449099194195595267&related=santaclaramag
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1449099194195595267&related=santaclaramag
https://twitter.com/SantaClaraUniv
https://magazine.scu.edu/magazines/fall-2021/guiding-light/
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=santaclaramag
https://magazine.scu.edu/
https://magazine.scu.edu/about-scm/
https://magazine.scu.edu/class-notes/
https://magazine.scu.edu/update-address/
https://magazine.scu.edu/contact-us/
https://twitter.com/santaclaramag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsii-lMGVZ5tL3lj2No6i7A
https://www.facebook.com/santaclaramagazine

