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Abstract

The advent of rectenna systems has opened the door for many applications, with the
main goal of harvesting electromagnetic waves. Many designs have been presented to
provide a high conversion efficiency. Some works have been focused on the antenna part,
where a high-efficient electromagnetic wave to AC conversion can be achieved. Other works
focused on the rectification part, where a high-efficient AC to DC conversion is desired.
Even though each part can separately achieve a high conversion efficiency, connecting both
parts can dramatically deteriorate the achieved efficiency.

In general, increasing the accuracy of components’ characterization leads to a high-
performance design. Since the main component in the rectifying circuit is the diode, an
accurate model for a nonlinear system is required for efficient use of computer-aided design
(CAD) technology. Currently, many models of nonlinear devices consist of basic electric
elements such as capacitors, inductors, and resistors. However, building such models needs
complex measurement procedures to extract the required parameters precisely. Further-
more, it may take a year to develop and validate an accurate model. Considering challenges
associated with traditional approaches of modeling, an accurate and relatively easy method
based on X-Parameters to model nonlinear devices has been presented. X-Parameters can
be measured at different frequencies and at different power levels and stored in one file.
The availability of all information in one file enables us to characterize the systems that
operate under unstable conditions, such as the rectenna circuits that are used for energy
harvesting.

To accurately simulate a rectenna circuit, we presented a simulation methodology that
calls for modeling the antenna part as a circuit that is fully independent in its characteristics
from the remaining parts of the rectenna system. This can be accomplished by using
Thevenin’s theorem. According to Thevenin’s theorem, a linear circuit can be replaced
with an equivalent circuit consisting of an independent voltage source in series with an
impedance. The Thevenin’s equivalent circuit provides all the required information about
the antenna. It is important to emphasize that the equivalent circuit of the antenna
obtained using Thevenin theory is not affected by the rectenna circuit that connects the
antenna to the load.

Antennas that can be used both as flat and as curved (conformal antennas) are be-
coming increasingly attractive antennas because of their wide range of applications. The
microstrip patch antenna is one of the most widely used antennas, however, it has a high
sensitivity to bending. An antenna with a lower sensitivity to bending is required to avoid
the effect of bending on antennas. The metasurface antenna is one of the best candidates to
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overcome the problem of the antenna’s sensitivity to bending. To construct a metasurface,
an ensemble of periodic resonators is structured to operate as an effective electromagnetic
radiator. In this thesis, we explored the impact of bending on metasurface antennas and
microstrip patch antenna arrays.

v



Acknowledgement

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor, Profes-
sor Omar Ramahi, for his constant support and advice throughout my Ph. D. journey,
especially, throughout unprecedented global pandemic. I would like to thank him for his
encouragement, motivation, inspiration, patience, passion, and extensive knowledge. Dur-
ing our long and fruitful conversations and discussions, I learned a lot from his knowledge,
leadership and experience. Deep inside, I feel privileged to have Professor Omar Ramahi
as my Ph. D. supervisor.

I would like to thank my thesis committee: Professor Tayeb Denidni for his valuable
time to put in his feedback; Professor Raafat Mansour for the productive discussions that
we had in his office and during the useful course that I had with him and for his insightful
comments; Professor Samer Al Kiswani for the fruitful discussion we had and for his
continuous encouragement; Professor Zbig Wasilewski for his valuable time to discuss this
work.

Many thanks go to my fellow lab-mates: Professor Ahmad Ashor, Professor Ali al
bishi, Professor Dawood Alsaedi, Professor Leila Yousefi, Professor Maged Aldhaeebi, Pro-
fessor Mohammad Al badawi, Professor Seyed H. Mirjahanmardi, Professor Sofyan Taya,
Professor Tao Tang, Professor Thamer Al moneef, Professor Youcef Braham Chaouche,
Professor Vahid Nayyeri, Abdulrahman Aloraynan, Mauricio Hernandez, Shatha Nassef,
Saeed Bamatraf, Saleh Ba Raean who where supportive and helpful during this journey.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my family and friends for their support and
encouragement. Special thanks to my friend Professor Mohammad Al-sharman and his
Wife Dr. Dana Oudat for their support and for the fruitful discussions we had.

vi



Dedication

-To my father who did not tell me how to live; he lived and let me watch him do it.

-To my mother, the one person who does the work of twenty. For free.

-To my siblings, who strongly support me every step of the way.

-To my little adorable daughters and son;

Tulene, 4 years old, Kinda, 3 years old, and Adam aged one.

Who where no help in writing this thesis.

-To my beloved wife Dr. Sana’a.

Without your support, this would not have been possible.

vii



Õæ


kQË@ 	áÔgQË@ é<Ë @ Õæ��.

��ú



�
Î

�
«

��
I

�
Ò

�
ª

�	
K

�
@ ú




�
æ
�

��
Ë @

�
½

��
J
�
Ò

�
ª

	
K�

�Q
�
º

�
�

�

�
@

�	
à

�
@ ú




	
æ
�

�
« 	P

�

�
ð

�
@

��
H.

�P

�
èXAîD

�
� úÎ« Èñ�mÌ'@

�
HAJ. Ê¢

�
JÓ ÉÒ

�
Jº

�
JË

�
è @Pñ

�
J»YË@

�
ékðQ£@

�
é

�
�

�
¯A

	
JÓ

�
IÒÖ

�
ß@

	
à@

��ú


Î« é<Ë @ 	áÓ Y

�
®Ë

@Y
	
J» øñ

�
J�Ó úÎ« úÍðB@

�
é

	
®

	
J�ÖÏ @

�
éK
Y

	
JºË@ ñËQ

�
Kðð

�
éªÓAg.

	áÓ
�
éJ



KAK. QêºË@

�
é�Y

	
JêË @ ú




	
¯

�
è @Pñ

�
J»YË@

�ËA
	
m�'

. ÐY
�
®
�
KB

�
é�Q

	
®Ë @ è

	
Yë Õ

�
æ

	
«@

	
X @ð .

�
éJ



KAK. QêºË@

�
é�Y

	
JêË @ ú




	
¯ ÕËAªË @ øñ

�
J�Ó úÎ«

	
àðQå

�
�ªË@ð

�
éJ


	
K A

�
JË @ð

�
é

	
�AJ


	
®Ë @ Q«A

�
�ÖÏAK. ú




	
GðQÔ

	
«ð I. mÌ'@ É¿ ú




	
Gñ»PA

�
� 	áK


	
YË@

�
éJ.kB@ð ZA

�
¯Y�B@ É¾Ë

	
àA

	
J
�
JÓB@ Õæ




	
¢«ð Qº

�
�Ë@

. ú


«AÒ

�
Jk. B@ É�@ñ

�
JË @ É


KA�ð ÈC

	
g 	áÓ ð@ ÈA�

�
�B@ ð@ Pñ

	
�mÌ'AK.

�
@ Z @ñ�

	
XA

�
J�B@ ú




	
¯Qå

�
�ÖÏ ÉJ
Òm.

Ì'AK.
	
àA

	
Q̄ªË @ð Qº

�
�Ë@ ú




	
GAªÓ �Ê

	
g@ 	á« Q�.«B

�
é�Q

	
®Ë @ è

	
Yë 	Qî

�
D
	
K @

	
à@ Xð@ AÒ»

ø



	
YË@ð

�
é
�
¯A

�
�Ë@

�
éÊgQË@ è

	
Yë Ég@QÓ 	áÓ

�
éÊgQÓ É¿ ú




	
¯ ú



Í A

	
Kñ«

	
àA¿ AÖÏ A¢Ë ø




	
YË@ ú



m×QË@ QÔ« Pñ

�
J»YË@

é
	
JÓ

�
IJ


�
®
�
J�@ ø




	
YË@ð ZA¢ªË@ð ÕÎªË@ 	áÓ Q�
J.ºË@ QjJ. Ë @ ð

�
�K
Y�Ë@ð Q�
J.ºË@ pB@ð ék. ñÖÏ @ð ÕÎªÖÏ @ ú



Í

	
àA¿

.Q�

�
JºË@ Q�


�
JºË@

�
èPñ

�
J»YË@

�
éJ
ËA

	
ªË @

�
ék. ð 	QË @ ú




�
GAJ
k

�
éºK
Qå

�
�ð ú



G
.
PX

�
é
�
®J


	
Q̄Ë

	
àA

	
Q̄ªË @ð ÉJ
Òm.

Ì'AK. Q
�
¯@

	
à@ B@ ú




	
æª��
 B AÒ»

AÖÏ A¢Ëð
�
ém�


'Am.

Ì'@ É
	

£ ú



	
¯ AîE. A

	
KPQÓ ú




�
æË @

�
éJ.ª�Ë@

	
¬ðQ

	
¢Ë@ ú




	
¯ ÉÒm�

�
' �

èñ
�
¯ð Q�.�

	áÓ é
�
KYK. @ AÓ úÎ« ZA

	
J�

�
éJ
Ëð


ñ�Ó É¾K. AëYgñË

�
IÊÒm�

�
' Aî

	
E @ úæ�

	
� @ Bð .

�
èY

�
®ªÓ ÉJ
�A

	
®
�
K 	áÓ AîD


	
¯ AÓ É¾K.

�
éÊgQË@ è

	
Yë ú




	
æ
�
J»PA

�
�

	á« @YJ
ªK.
�
éK. Q

	
ªË @ ú




	
¯ A�ñ�

	
kð

�
èQ�
J.»

�
HAK
Ym�

�
' 	áÓ

�
éK. Qj.

�
JË @ è

	
Yë Ð 	PCK
 AÓ É¾K. ÈA

	
®£@

�
HC

�
K

�
éJ
K. Q

�
K

. ÉëB@

ù




KAJ.�

	
� @ð ú




�
G @ñ

	
k@ð ú




	
G @ñ

	
k@ð

�
éÒJ


	
¢ªË@ ú




�
GYË@ð

�
èQ�
J.ºË@

�
éÊ


KAªË @ 	áÓ ÐY

�
®
�
KB

�
é�Q

	
®Ë @ è

	
Yë Õ

�
æ

	
«@ AÒ»

�
I

	
KA¿ 	áK


	
YË @ð

�
éJ


	
�

	
�ÖÏ @

�
éÊgQË@ è

	
Yë Ég@QÓ 	áÓ

�
éÊgQÓ É¿ ú




	
¯ A

	
JË A

	
JJ
ªÓð @Y

	
J� AÓðX ñ

	
KA¿ 	áK


	
YË @ Ð@QºË@

. Ég. ð 	Q« é<Ë @ 	áÓ PñÓB@ Q�
��

�
Kð

�
�J


	
¯ñ

�
JË @ A

	
JË

	á�
g. @P ZA«YËAK. i. êÊ
�
K AÖ


ß @X ÑîE. ñÊ

�
¯

AÖÏ A¢Ë ø



	
YË@ð

�
éª�@ñË@ é

�
JÔgQK.

	QK

	QªË@ ø



YË@ð YÒ

	
ª

�
JK


	
à@ úÍAª

�
K é<Ë @ 	áÓ ñ«X@ @Q

	
k@ ��
Ëð @Q�


	
g@ð

�
èQ

	
¢

	
JË @ I. kA� AÖ


ß @X é<Ë @ éÔgP ø



YË@ð

	
àA¿ Y

�
®Ë . ú




�
GAJ
k ú




	
¯

�
é
�
P̄A

	
®Ë @

�
é

	
¢jÊË@ è

	
Yë YîD

�
��


	
à@

�
I�


	
JÖ

�
ß

@
	
X @ ú




	
G @ð . èP@ñk. ú




	
¯ 	áÔgQË@ èPA

�
J

	
k@ ú

�
æk

�
èñ¢

	
mÌ'@ è

	
Yë úÎ« ÐY

�
¯@

	
à@ úÎ« ú




	
æJ
�ñK
 ½

	
®

	
K @ AÔ

	
¯ �

èYJ
ªJ. Ë @

. é
�
KA

	
J�k

	
à@

	Q�
Ó ú



	
¯ ù



ÒÊ« Éªm.

�'



	
à@ Ég. ð 	Q« øPAJ. Ë @ ñk. P@

viii



Table of Contents

List of Figures xii

List of Tables xviii

1 Introduction 1

1.1 Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1.2 Energy Harvesting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1.2.1 Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1.2.2 Applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

1.3 Literature Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

1.4 Problem Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

1.4.1 Problem One . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

1.4.2 Problem Two . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

1.4.3 Problem Three . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

1.5 Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

1.6 Thesis Outline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2 Rectennas 20

2.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.2 EM Part . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.3 Antenna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

ix



2.3.1 Antenna Parameters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

2.3.2 Antenna Types . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.4 Diode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

2.4.1 Diode Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

2.4.2 Parameters of Schottky Diodes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

2.5 Matching Circuit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

2.5.1 Steps of Designing a Matching Circuit Utilizing S-parameters . . . . 33

2.6 Challenges Associated With Designing Rectenna System . . . . . . . . . . 39

2.7 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

3 X-Parameters in Rectenna’s Designs 42

3.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

3.1.1 Advantages of X-Parameters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

3.2 Comparison Between X-Parameters and Circuit Model . . . . . . . . . . . 45

3.2.1 Simulation of Diode Using X-Parameters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

3.2.2 Simulation of a Complete Rectenna Utilizing X-Parameters . . . . . 47

3.3 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

4 Simulation and Optimization of Rectenna 58

4.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

4.2 Theory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

4.3 Application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

4.3.1 Design of the Antenna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

4.3.2 Design of Rectifying Circuit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

4.4 Optimization of Rectenna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

4.5 Validation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

4.6 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

x



5 Metasurface Antenna (MSA) 83

5.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

5.2 MSA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

5.2.1 MSA Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

5.2.2 Feeding Network Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

5.2.3 Results of the Proposed MSA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

5.3 Effect of Bending on MSA and MPA Array . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

5.3.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

5.3.2 Comparison Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

5.4 Rectenna System Utilizing MSA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

5.4.1 Rectenna Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

5.5 MSA Operating in Fifth Generation Band . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

5.6 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

6 Adjustable Input Impedance Dipole For Rectenna System 100

6.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

6.2 Design Methodology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

6.3 Parametric Study of the Proposed Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

6.4 Implementation in a Rectenna’s Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

6.5 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

7 Accomplished and Future Work 112

7.1 Accomplished Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

7.2 List of Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

7.3 Future Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

References 116

xi



List of Figures

1.1 (a) Share of electric power from renewable sources, (b) Share of electric
power from solar, (c) Share of electric power from wind, (d) Share of electric
power from hydropower [1]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

1.2 Solar spectrum analysis of a silicon solar cell [2]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

1.3 Potential sources of RF waves [3]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1.4 Block diagram of EM energy harvesting categories. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

1.5 Concept of Solar Power Satellite System [4]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

1.6 Architecture of node sensors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

1.7 Domains of applications of WNS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

1.8 Applications of WNS in the healthcare domain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

1.9 Applications of WNS in the environment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

1.10 Circuit diagram of the rectenna system [5]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

1.11 Responses of a nonlinear device to both small and large input signals. . . . 16

2.1 Rectenna system components. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

2.2 Equivalent circuit of the EM part. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

2.3 (a) General structure of a microstrip patch antenna [6]. (b) Common shapes
of microstrip patch antenna [6]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.4 Classification of natural and artificial materials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

2.5 Current and capacitance variations with the applied voltage in both conven-
tional PN-diode and Schottky diode [7]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

xii



2.6 Equivalent circuit model of a diode; the components outside the green box
are parasitic components. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.7 Schematic circuit of a diode with two ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

2.8 Output harmonics due to 10 dBm input power: (a) Output currents of
HSMS2860 at different harmonics. (b) Output voltage of HSMS2860 at
different harmonics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

2.9 Schematic circuit of a diode with two ports to extract S-parameters. . . . . 34

2.10 Variation of the reflection coefficient (S11) of the HSMS-2860 diode with
frequency and at a fixed input power of 0 dBm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

2.11 Variation of the reflection coefficient (S11) of the HSMS-2860 diode with
input power and at a fixed operating frequency of 1 GHz. . . . . . . . . . . 36

2.12 Smith chart tool used for designing a matching in ADS with the values of S11. 37

2.13 Schematic of the obtained matching circuit utilizing smith chart. . . . . . . 37

2.14 Schematic circuit of the diode and the matching circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . 38

2.15 Simulated reflection coefficient of the rectifying circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . 38

2.16 Schematic circuit used to simulate the input impedance of the diode. . . . 39

2.17 Variation of diode’s input impedance with input voltage for different values
of frequencies; (a) Real part (b) Imaginary part. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

3.1 Difference in response of a nonlinear device to small and large signal. . . . 42

3.2 Two ports network with its input and output. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

3.3 X-Parameters extraction simulation layout. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

3.4 Comparison between circuit and X-Parameter model layout. . . . . . . . . 48

3.5 (a) Simulated voltage obtained from circuit model and X-Parameters model.
(b) Simulated current obtained from circuit model and X-Parameters model. 49

3.6 (a) Top view of the TPA with its dimensions. (b) The fabricated TPA. (c)
Coordinate system used showing the angle θ of the incident field. (d) The
fabricated feeding port of the TPA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

3.7 Simulated and measured reflection coefficient, S11, of the proposed TPA. . 51

3.8 Power of rectifying circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

xiii



3.9 ADS diode circuit to extract S-parameters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

3.10 Variation of S11 of the diode with frequency at input power of 0 dBm. . . . 53

3.11 Variation of S11 of the diode with input power at frequency of 2 GHz. . . . 53

3.12 A schematic showing the rectifier circuit designed in ADS. . . . . . . . . . 54

3.13 Generation of X parameters of a complete rectenna system. . . . . . . . . . 55

3.14 Comparison between circuit and X-Parameter model layout. . . . . . . . . 55

3.15 The output DC power at 2 GHz in both circuit model and X-Parameters’
model. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

4.1 Basic components of a generic rectenna system comprising a receiving an-
tenna, a rectification circuit (may include matching circuits on both ends)
and a DC load. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

4.2 Variation of reflection coefficient of the diode with input power at 2 GHz. . 62

4.3 Equivalent circuit. (a) Thevenin equivalent circuit of an antenna. (b) Rep-
resentation of the input impedance of the antenna. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

4.4 (a) Top view of the TPA with its dimensions. (b) The fabricated TPA. (c)
Coordinate system used showing the angle θ of the incident field. (d) The
fabricated feeding port of the TPA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

4.5 Simulated and measured reflection coefficient, S11, of the proposed TPA. . 67

4.6 Schematic diagram of the rectifying circuit with the incorporated equivalent
circuit of the antenna. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

4.7 Simulated Voc for an incident plane wave having power density of 1 W/m2,
polarized in the y-direction and incident at an angle θin=0. . . . . . . . . . 69

4.8 Simulated impedance of TPA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

4.9 Simulated power in mW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

4.10 Power efficiency (ηac−dc) of the rectifying circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

4.11 Simulated output power in mW optimized at various sub-bands. . . . . . . 73

4.12 Measurements setup; the transmitting side is a horn antenna connected
to power amplifier and signal generator and the receiving side is a TPA
connected to the rectifying circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

4.13 Laboratory measurement’s setup. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

xiv



4.14 Simulated and measured output DC power. The incident field polarization
was fixed (y-direction), the incident angle, θ, was fixed at zero degrees (see
Fig.4.4), and the power density of the incident field was fixed at 1 W/m2. . 76

4.15 Simulated Voc for different power densities of the incident field. The incident
field polarization was fixed (y-direction) and incident angle, θ, was fixed at
zero degrees (see Fig.4.4). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

4.16 Simulated Pdc for different power densities of the incident field. The incident
field polarization was fixed (y-direction) and incident angle, θ, was fixed at
zero degrees (see Fig.4.4). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

4.17 Simulated Pdc for different power densities of the incident field and differ-
ent frequencies. The incident field polarization was fixed (y-direction) and
incident angle, θ, was fixed at zero degrees (see Fig.4.4). . . . . . . . . . . 78

4.18 Simulated Voc values for different angles of incidence. The power density of
the incident field was kept constant at 1 W/m2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

4.19 Simulated Pdc for different angles of incidence. The power density of the
incident field was kept constant at 1 W/m2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

4.20 Simulated Pdc for different angles of incidence and different frequencies. The
power density of the incident field was kept constant at 1 W/m2. . . . . . . 81

5.1 Metasurface structure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

5.2 (a) The feeding network of the MSA. (b) Quarter-wave transformer. . . . . 86

5.3 Realization of the MSA: (a) ERR (Top) (b) Feeding network (Bottom). . . 87

5.4 (a) Simulated and measured reflection coefficients of the proposed MSA. (b)
Simulated and measured gain and efficiency of the proposed MSA. . . . . . 88

5.5 Simulated and measured normalized radiation patterns of proposed MSA at
5.8 GHz. (a) H-plane. (b) E-plane. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

5.6 Top view of MPA array. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

5.7 (a) Reflection coefficient of MSA and MPA array. (b) Efficiency and gain of
MSA and MPA array. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

5.8 Structurally deformed MSA with different values of radius: (a) R=50 mm,
(b) R=75 mm, (c) R=100 mm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

5.9 Structurally deformed MPA array with different values of radius: (a) R=50
mm, (b) R=75 mm, (c) R=100 mm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

xv



5.10 (a) Reflection coefficient of MSA at different curvatures. (b) Reflection
coefficient of MPA array at different curvatures. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

5.11 (a) Gain of MSA at different curvatures. (b) Gain of MPA array at different
curvatures. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

5.12 (a) Efficiency of MSA at different curvatures. (b) Efficiency of MPA array
at different curvatures. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

5.13 Basic components of a generic rectenna system comprising a receiving an-
tenna, a rectification circuit (may include matching circuits on both ends)
and a DC load. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

5.14 Schematic diagram of the rectifying circuit with the incorporated equivalent
circuit of the MSA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

5.15 Simulated input and output power of the rectifying circuit in mW. . . . . . 96

5.16 Power efficiency (ηac−dc) of the rectifying circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

5.17 Simulated and measured reflection coefficients of the proposed MSA around
26 GHz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

5.18 (a) Gain of MSA around 26 GHz. (b) Total efficiency of MSA around 26 GHz. 98

6.1 Rectenna system components. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

6.2 Schematic showing the antenna design and its parameters. . . . . . . . . . 102

6.3 Simulated input impedance of the proposed antenna. The input impedance
is 187+j39 Ω at 3 GHz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

6.4 Simulated reflection coefficient using port of 187+j39 Ω reference impedance. 104

6.5 Real part of the simulated input impedance of the proposed design for dif-
ferent L2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

6.6 Imaginary part of the simulated input impedance of the proposed design for
different L2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

6.7 A schematic showing the rectifier circuit designed in the ADS simulator.
The transmission lines parameters are listed in Table 6.5. The circuit is
terminated by a parallel combination of load resistor of a 4.5KΩ and a 40
pF capacitor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

6.8 Simulated input impedance of the proposed antenna. The input impedance
is 159.5+j12 Ω at 2 GHz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

xvi



6.9 A schematic showing the rectifier circuit designed in ADS. The parameters
are listed in Table 6.6. There is a total of 6 microstrip transmission line
segments where TLn refers to the nth segment. The circuit is terminated
by a parallel combination of load resistor of 4.5KΩ and a capacitor of 40 pF. 110

6.10 Conversion efficiencies; using adjustable antenna without a matching circuit,
using 50 Ω antenna without a matching circuit and using 50 Ω antenna with
a matching circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

xvii



List of Tables

2.1 Advantages and disadvantages of MA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.2 Parameters of Schotkky diode HSMS-28xx series [8]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

3.1 Parameters of the transmission lines segments of the matching circuit . . . 54

3.2 Output voltage of the rectenna system using both circuit model and X-
Parameters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

4.1 Lengths of the transmission lines segments used in the optimized rectification
circuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

4.2 Parameters of the rectification circuits optimized at various bands (R). . . 72

6.1 Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different L2. Other
antenna parameters were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, W1=W2=2 mm and g=1 mm.104

6.2 Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different W2. Other
antenna parameters were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm, W1=2 mm and
g=1 mm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

6.3 Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different W1. Other
antenna parameters were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm, W2=2 mm and
g=1 mm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

6.4 Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for various gaps (g).
Other dimensions were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm and W2=W1=2 mm.105

6.5 Parameters of the transmission lines segments of the matching circuit in Fig.
6.7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

6.6 Parameters of the transmission lines segments of the rectenna system in Fig.
6.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

xviii



Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Overview

Access to energy is a key pillar for economic development and poverty alleviation. Cur-
rently, global energy demand is greatly increasing, due to the increase in population and
economic development. The increasing energy demand and the rapid decrease in fossil
fuel reserves lead to an urgent need for attainable renewable energy resources. Driven
by unprecedented demands on energy, the need for new paradigms that produce clean
and affordable energy becomes increasingly desired. Energy Harvesting (EH) is one of
the promising and satisfactory techniques that may contribute in some way to solving the
energy shortage problem. EH is the technique that is utilized to scavenge or harvest the
available ambient energy in nature. The fundamental advantage of this sort of energy over
others is that it is abundantly available in the environment and does not require any effort
to generate.

Figure 1.1a shows the share of electric power from renewable sources during the last
two decades [1]. As shown in the figure, of the total world’s electricity power generated,
the share of the electric power from renewable sources increased from 19% to 29% between
the periods from 2000 to 2019. Figure 1.1b depicts the growth of the share of the electric
power from solar sources. It can be noted that there has been an exponential growth in the
utilization of solar sources to generate electrical power since 2000, and the share increased
from almost zero to more than 3.4%. The growth of the share of the electric power from
wind energy has increased exponentially as well, and it has been increasing since the 2000s
(from 0.1% to more than 6.5%) as illustrated in Fig. 1.1c. Observing Figure 1.1d, the
share of electricity from hydro-power is larger than 16% during the last two decades [1].
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Figure 1.1: (a) Share of electric power from renewable sources, (b) Share of electric power
from solar, (c) Share of electric power from wind, (d) Share of electric power from hy-
dropower [1].

Although intensive research has been conducted to come up with creative technologies
that are capable of exploiting energy from renewable sources,numerous challenges limit the
efficiency of harvesting the energy from these sources. For instance, the sun is a valuable
source of energy, and the daily amount of energy that reaches the atmosphere from the sun
is equal to the human energy needs for a year. The atmosphere, approximately, reflects
one-third of this energy, additionally, it absorbs about 19% of the coming energy and
reradiates it to the surface of the earth as infrared (IR) waves at a wavelength ranging
from 7 to 14 µm. The surface of the earth absorbs the remaining energy and reradiates it
at a wavelength of around 10 µm (30 THz).

Photo-voltaic (PV) cells are nowadays the most widely used devices for converting
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solar energy into electrical energy. PV cell technologies, on the other hand, have several
drawbacks, including low conversion efficiency due to semiconductor band-gap and heat
dissipation, which limit the maximum theoretical efficiency of a single-junction solar cell to
only 31%; and high cost due to material and processing costs involved in the production [9].
Silicon solar cells, for example, have captured a significant share of the total PV market,
owing this to their high efficiency [10]. The conversion efficiency of the conventional thick
wafer reaches as high as 26.3% for single junction and 31.3% for multi-junction solar cells
[11, 12]. This low efficiency is because of the thermalization of photo-generated carriers
in the crystal lattice [13], thermodynamic losses, and unabsorbed photons [14]. Figure 1.2
shows the spectral analysis of the minimum losses for a silicon solar cell (bandgap = 1.1
eV). As illustrated in the Figure, the available free energy from an ideal present-day single-
junction cell is roughly 33%, another 33% is lost due to thermalization and the remaining
third is split between photons not absorbed and unavoidable thermodynamic losses [14].

Figure 1.2: Solar spectrum analysis of a silicon solar cell [2].

Inspired by the availability of electromagnetic (EM) energy, the idea of EM energy
harvesting was originally proposed by Bailey [15]. Figure 1.3 shows potential sources of
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electromagnetic waves. Following Bailey’s findings, a slew of research has been conducted
to see if a system called rectenna, which comprises antennas and rectification circuits,
can be used to harvest EM energy. Many works have been published to overcome the
challenges that are related to harvesting EM energy utilizing rectennas [16, 17]. To achieve
high-efficiency free space to AC conversion, some study has focused on the antenna portion
[17]. Other research focuses on the rectification process, which requires a high-efficiency
AC to DC conversion. Even though each part can separately achieve a high conversion
efficiency, connecting both parts can dramatically deteriorate the achieved efficiency.

Figure 1.3: Potential sources of RF waves [3].
.

1.2 Energy Harvesting

1.2.1 Background

Generally, EM energy harvesting can be classified into two categories; wireless power trans-
fer (WPT) and ambient EM wave harvesting as illustrated in Fig.1.4. WPT can be achieved
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over a short distance (near field) or a long-distance (far-field). There is no sharp border
between near field and far field, however, the near field can be considered as a field confined
within a region of one wavelength radius from a radiator. In this region, the power can
be transferred by electric field utilizing capacitive coupling, or by magnetic field utilizing
magnetic coupling. In the near field, there is no propagation and the power does not
leave the transmitter unless there is a receiving device in the near field region. Indeed,
the power transmission utilizing near field is limited in range, because the field decreases
exponentially with distance. Originally, transferring the power without cables utilizing
coupling between two coils was experimentally demonstrated by Michael Faraday in 1831.
The coupling between coils drastically decreases as the spacing between them increases,
which limits the efficiency of transferring the power over a relatively long distance [18].

In 1865, Maxwell mathematically demonstrated that electric and magnetic fields can
propagate in space as EM waves at the speed of light. The formulated mathematical
model predicted the existence of EM waves [19]. However, due to the lack of equipment
and technology at that time, he couldn’t experimentally prove the existence of EM waves.
After a while, Hertz could experimentally confirm the existence of EM waves predicted by
Maxwell’s equation. Hertz utilized a half-wavelength dipole to send and receive power at a
frequency of 500 MHz for the first time leading to the birth of far-field WPT. In 1898, Tesla
generated power at 150 kHz and lighted 200 light bulbs 26 miles away from the transmitter
[20]. Due to the lack of high power sources that operate at high frequency at that time,
Tesla’s projects on WPT stopped in 1910.

The development of high-power microwave tubes in the 1950s provided a solution to
the problem of generating high-power high-frequency signals which increased the interest
in studying the feasibility of the WPT concept. A source of a continuous wave of 400 KW
that operates at 3 GHz was presented by Raytheon company in 1960 with an efficiency of
80% [21]. In the same year, the same company developed a rectenna system that consists
of a 2.45 GHz half-wave antenna connected with a rectifying circuit, and the maximum
conversion efficiency of 50%. 4 years later, motivated by the success of Raytheon company
in demonstrating the feasibility of WPT, William Brown successfully built a far-field WPT
system to provide a helicopter with the required power remotely as an application of WPT.

In 1968, Space Solar Power (SSP) was introduced by Glasser [22]. Figure 1.5 shows the
concept of SSP. In this system, huge concentrating mirrors are utilized to concentrate the
light of the sun at solar cells. The absorbed solar power is converted into microwave signals
that are transmitted to the earth by highly directive antennas. The received power on the
earth is harvested by a farm of rectenna array systems that convert the RF power into useful
DC power. In near future, it is expected to obtain a conversion efficiency of 80% from DC to
microwave. The loss of the RF signal below 6 GHz due to the atmosphere is less than 3% on
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Figure 1.4: Block diagram of EM energy harvesting categories.
.

sunny days, and it is expected to be around 8% on moderately rainy days. Considering the
losses due to the conversion from DC to RF and vice versa and the propagation attenuation,
the total loss due to wireless power transmission/reception is estimated to be around 50%.
Despite the loss caused by the additional transmission/reception process, the SSP is still
competitive with ground solar cells due to its continuity during day and night time [23].

The introduction of the SSP concept increased the interest in the WPT system and
many projects have been launched to investigate the feasibility of the SSP concept. For
example, NASA supported two research groups to investigate the feasibility of SSP. In 1975,
one of the research groups (Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL)) demonstrated experimentally
the feasibility of receiving 30 KW DC power at a distance of 1 mile from the transmitter. In
this experiment, they utilized a parabolic antenna operating at 2.4 GHz as a transmitter
and an array of dipole rectennas at the receiving side. To wirelessly power an aircraft,
Canada launched the stationary high-altitude relay program in 1980. A small-scale airplane
was flown at 50 m height for 20 minutes utilizing a 10 KW ground station. The power
was transmitted by a parabolic dish antenna with an operating frequency of 2.45 GHz. To
convert the received RF power into DC power, the airplane was equipped with an array
of rectennas attached to the lower surface of the airplane’s wings [24]. To investigate the
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Figure 1.5: Concept of Solar Power Satellite System [4].
.

effect of transferring power through the Ionosphere, Japan launched its project (Microwave
Ionosphere Nonlinear Interaction Experiment (MINIX)) in 1984 [25]. In the 1990s, as a fruit
of collaboration between Texas A&M University and Japan, an experimental demonstration
showed the ability to send power between two rockets. In this project, power of 800 W
was transmitted from one rocket at 2.45 GHz. The transmitted power was received at the
second rocket utilizing dual-polarized rectenna [26].

1.2.2 Applications

Currently, WPT is utilized in many applications including, but not limited to, wire-
less charging biomedical implantable devices, charging the batteries of Wireless Network
Sensors (WNS), Radio Frequency Identification (RFID), and charging mobile equipment
[27, 28, 29, 30]. Although the wide range of applications of WPT, SSP became the most at-
tractive application after the announcement of the Japanese plans to launch a commercial
SSP system targeting 1GW power in 2030 [23]. The diverse potential applications of energy
harvesting and rectenna systems necessitate accurate design and assessment strategies of
rectenna systems.
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The availability of internet wireless access facilitates and accelerates the application of
the Internet of Things (IoT) concept. In this concept, a network of physical objects that
are occupied with sensors and software are connected and to the internet to facilitate the
sharing of data. Wireless Sensor Networks (WSNs) are essential components in the IoT
concept to monitor and send data from a wide range of areas. A WSN can be described
as a group of wirelessly interconnected nodes that are distributed over a specific area [31].

Generally, each sensor node consists of a sensing unit, processing unit, communication
unit, and a power unit as depicted in Figure 1.6. The sensing unit measures the fluctuation
of the required quantity utilizing its sensors and translates the variations into a useful
electrical signal. The electrical signals are processed and stored by the processing unit.
The communication unit is responsible for connecting the node wirelessly with other nodes
by transmitting and receiving the data from and to the node. As shown in the Figure all
units need a power unit to provide them with a proper amount of power [32]. To prolong
the lifetime of WSN, their battery should be periodically charged because of their limited
lifetime. Due to their spread over a wide geographical area, charging the batteries of WSN
is challenging and impractical unless they are provided with an efficient wireless charging
system. Rectenna system provides a viable option to wirelessly charge the batteries of
WSN from the ambient EM wave.

Power Unit

Sensing Unit CommunicationProcessing Unit
Sensors 

&
ADC

Memory
&

Processor
Tranceiver

Figure 1.6: Architecture of node sensors.
.

Recently, WSNs have become an attractive field of research due to their wide range of
applications. Low prices and small size make them ideal for a wide range of applications.
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Given this wide range of applications, it is not surprising that their applications penetrate
all aspects of our life. According to the nature of their usage, the applications of WSN can
be classified into six main categories; health, environmental, flora and fauna, industrial,
urban and military, as illustrated in Figure 1.7 [32]. Each category includes many appli-
cations of WSN, some of them are mature and others are still in the development stage.

WSN 
Applications

Environment
Flora 

&
Fauna

Health Industrial

Military Urban

Figure 1.7: Domains of applications of WNS.

In healthcare, the application of WSNs can improve the operation of a healthcare fa-
cility via monitoring real-time vital functions of the patients utilizing advanced medical
sensors. The WSNs can be employed in patient wearable monitoring, home assisting sys-
tems and hospitalization. Figure 1.8 shows some potential applications of WNS in the
healthcare domain along with the type of sensors required for each application. For in-
stance, implanted biomedical sensors can be combined with health monitoring applications
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to provide real-time status of blood pressure and blood glucose levels, and different types
of diagnostics [32, 33]. For home assisting purposes, the patient can be remotely connected
to the internet via WSN to send real-time or periodic readings about his status or send an
alarm in case of an emergency. In hospitals, monitors attached to or implanted in patients
can be connected directly to the doctors and nurses via a local network [34, 35].

Health Applications

Patient Wearable Monitoring Home Assisting Systems Hospital Patient Monitoring

Motion
Sensor

Temp.
Sensor

Bio.
Sensor

Position
Sensor

Seismic
Sensor

RF
Sensor

Humidity
Sensor

Figure 1.8: Applications of WNS in the healthcare domain.

WSN can help in monitoring many environmental parameters including, but not lim-
ited to, water quality, air pollution, and humidity. Furthermore, it enables us to early
detect forest fires, landslides and natural disasters. The availability of enough data about
environmental parameters and early detection of crises enables us to efficiently deal with
environmental phenomena and help in avoiding the bad consequences. Figure 1.9 shows
some applications of WSN in environmental monitoring. As depicted in the Figure, the ap-
plications can be categorized into three categories; water monitoring, air monitoring, and
emergency alerting. Each category requires special types of sensors that fit their nature.

Water, either drinkable or ocean water, is one of the most important environmental
entities on the earth, and monitoring its quality comes at the top priority of environmen-
tal scientists. The WSNs are intensively employed in monitoring the water quality and
water distribution systems. For instance, the researcher in [36] utilized a Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) based WSN system to monitor the quality of water in the pipeline,
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moreover, the system can be utilized to report any problem with the pipeline itself. To
avoid the damage of fauna and flora due to the fish farm waste, an underwater WSN that
can detect the pollution was presented in [37]. The modern human lifestyle and activities
considerably harm the atmosphere and cause severe air pollution. To monitor the pollution
and the concentration of each element in the air, the WSN can be utilized. For example,
to measure the concentration of gases such as CO and NO2 gas sensors were utilized [32].

Environment Applications

Water Monitoring Air Monitoring Emergency Alerting

RF
Sensor

Water
Sensor

Gas
Sensor

Humidity
Sensor

Smoke
Sensor

Temp.
Sensor

Seismic
Sensor

Figure 1.9: Applications of WNS in the environment.

1.3 Literature Review

Recently, there has been intensive research to investigate the ability of rectenna systems to
harvest the energy from the electromagnetic (EM) radiation (for a sample of recent works,
please see [38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52] and references therein).
To harvest EM radiation, a rectenna is used, which consists of an antenna or a surface that
captures the EM radiation, a rectifying circuit, and a DC load circuit as illustrated in Fig.
1.10. The antenna acts as a transducer that converts the incoming EM radiation into an
electrical signal. The rectifying circuit, which consists of a single or multiple diodes and a
matching circuit, converts the AC power into DC power.
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Figure 1.10: Circuit diagram of the rectenna system [5].
.

In terms of the antenna, there are a variety of structures that can simultaneously
operate at different levels of power and in a wide frequency range, however, the rectifying
circuit bandwidth is determined by several elements such as the matching circuit, the diode
input impedance, and the load resistance [53, 54, 55, 56, 57]. To increase the harvested
energy, rectennas that are working at multiple bands have been reported [50, 58]. However,
to operate at multiple frequencies, more cost and complexity are added to the rectenna’s
system.

Indeed, many designs have been proposed to operate in wide-range power levels and
wide-band frequencies [59]. A design based on a dual-circular polarized spiral antenna
array with a rectifying circuit was suggested by Hagerty et al., [59]. In this design, the
operating frequency ranges from 2 to 18 GHz, and the input power ranges from 0.01 to
100 µW/cm2. The obtained AC to DC conversion efficiency is ranging from 0.1% to 20%.
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This achievement is considered a good achievement since it overcomes several challenges.
First, the level of the power of the ambient waves is very low. Second,the input impedance
of the diode depends highly on the input power level. Third, the loss of the diode itself is
very high at low power levels. Furthermore, other designs were proposed to harvest energy
at wide-band frequency, but the matching circuit was still challenging [60, 61, 41]. Several
configurations of wide-band antennas in rectenna systems have been presented in the form
of a single antenna element [62, 46, 63] and an antenna array [64, 65, 66].

A rectenna system that harvests EM energy at 3 different frequency bands (tri-band
rectenna) was proposed in [67]. A miniaturized multiband impedance matching circuit
was utilized in the rectenna to operate at frequency bands centered at 24, 28, and 38 GHz.
The simulated efficiencies of 44.3%, 42.7%, and 43.6% respectively are obtained at an input
power of 15.6 dBm. Whereas, the measured efficiencies at the same level of power were
35.3%, 31%, and 30% respectively. Measurement results showed that increasing the input
power increases the efficiency for all bands [67].

A cylindrical-shaped dual-band flexible rectenna system that is capable of harvesting
RF energy from several RF sources coming from different directions is reported in [68].
To cover the radiation coming from different directions, four identical dual-band rectennas
that are printed on a flexible substrate are utilized. Each rectenna comprises of a dual-band
antenna and a dual-band rectifying circuit. To extract maximum power, these identical
rectennas are printed on a cylindrical shaped filled by an artificial magnetic conductor. A
maximum efficiency of 40% was attainable utilizing this design [68].

To avoid the dielectric loss, a wave*guide was utilized as a receiving antenna in a
rectenna system instead of a microstrip antenna. A Fabry-Perot resonator that operates
at 35 GHz with a radiation efficiency of 95% is integrated with a rectifying circuit through
a wave-guide-to-microstrip transition. An RF-to-dc efficiency of 68.5% is reported at a
power density of 39.3 mW/cm2 [69].

For the rectifying circuit, various design configurations have been suggested, such as
half-wave rectifying circuit using shunt or series diode [70, 71], full-wave rectifier [72],
and voltage doubler [73]. Of course, the full-wave configuration is more efficient than
the half-wave one. However, channeling the power in the full-wave configuration is more
challenging. For instance, a channeling mechanism for the design of dipoles array and
a full-wave rectifying circuit was presented, where the rectifying circuit was connected
between two dipoles [72]. The ripple of the output DC signal can be minimized by loading
a series of inductive impedance or a parallel capacitive impedance with the load resistance
[63, 39].

The rectenna system can be used in a power transmission link (point-to-point), where
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the design constraints of the rectenna can be tailored to the nature of the largest known (or
predictable) incident field, including its frequency, polarization, and power density (see [74]
as an example), or can be used to harvest ambient EM radiation over a specific frequency
band (see [75, 76] as an example). In the latter application, where the rectenna acts as an
energy scavenger since the incoming radiation is highly unpredictable in terms of frequency
bandwidth, polarization, and power density, the design of the rectenna can be challenging.
Harvesting the ambient EM radiation was investigated in urban and semi-urban areas. For
instance, in [75], it was demonstrated that an ambient EM wave with a power density of
-25 dBm/cm2 can be harvested with 40% efficiency using a single band rectenna, and an
ambient wave with a power density of -29 dBm/cm2 can be harvested with a multi-band
rectenna system. To evaluate the efficiency of a system with fluctuating levels of available
power, in [75], the efficiency was calculated using energy instead of power.

Due to the diode’s non-linearity, the input impedance of the diode is varying non-
linearly with the input power. The input impedance of the diode depends also on both
frequency and load resistance [17]. To overcome the sensitivity of a rectenna system to the
polarization, a circularly polarized rectenna system that operates at 5.8 GHz is reported
in [77]. To extend the stability of the design over a range of input power with an efficiency
of more than 60%, a parallel combination of two rectenna systems was suggested. The
parallel connection of two identical rectifiers to the output of a hybrid coupler decreases
the sensitivity of the whole system to the variation of the input power and enhances the
stability of the system [77].

1.4 Problem Statement

1.4.1 Problem One

In general, improving component characterization accuracy leads to a high-performance
design. Because the diode is the most important component in the rectifying circuit, an
accurate nonlinear system model is necessary for optimal use of computer-aided design
(CAD) technology. Many nonlinear device models today are made up of fundamental
electric components including capacitors, inductors, and resistors. Building such models,
on the other hand, necessitates complicated measuring processes to properly extract the
relevant characteristics. Furthermore, developing and validating an appropriate model
could take a year [78].

The scattering parameters (S-parameters) of a circuit are very useful parameters that
can be used to design the matching networks in the radio frequency (RF) circuits. The
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S-parameters provide a relationship between incidental, transmitted, and reflected waves
at each port of the circuit. S-parameters are only valid for describing linear devices. For
non-linear devices, S-parameters are only valid when the input signal is a very small-signal,
which leads to designs that have high efficiency at a specific power level and very narrow-
band frequency. In reality, S-parameters do not contain information about the harmonics
that are generated by a non-linear device. Many attempts to generalize the S-parameters to
be able to describe the nonlinear device are suggested, such as; hot S-parameter and large-
signal S-parameter. These techniques have led to many problems, including the inability
to obtain repeatable measurements [79].

Because of its non-linearity, the diode’s S-parameters are dependent on the input power,
which is one of the key obstacles in building a diode’s circuit using its S-parameters. To
overcome this problem, I can extract the diode’s S-parameters at a specific level of input
power and design the matching network according to these S-parameters. However, S-
parameters are not able to fully describe a non-linear component. Figure 1.11 shows the
response of a nonlinear device to a small signal and the response of a nonlinear device to
a large signal. When the input signal is tiny, the nonlinear device behaves like a linear
circuit, but when the input signal is large, it generates numerous harmonics, as seen in
Figure 1.11. Instead of S-parameters, X-parameters are proposed to properly define the
non-linear device. In reality, because they contain a complete description of the behavior
of a non-linear device at the fundamental frequency and at all other harmonics, employing
X-Parameters is valid for linear and non-linear devices at any input power level and at any
frequency. As a result, I can estimate the nonlinear device’s output power at all harmonics
based on its input power, allowing us to construct a rectifying circuit with a wide-band
frequency and wide-range power. Furthermore, because X-Parameters can be extracted
for a whole rectifying circuit, antenna tuning that best fits a certain rectifying circuit is
achievable.

1.4.2 Problem Two

To maximize the efficiency of a rectenna circuit, I should increase the power transfer
from the antenna’s terminals to the input of the diode. This can be accomplished by
incorporating a matching circuit between the antenna and the diode or the rectification
circuit (such a matching circuit may be considered as part of the rectification circuit). The
rectification circuit’s input impedance is sensitive to fluctuations in input power due to its
non-linearity. This fluctuation is a significant stumbling block to fully characterizing the
rectenna system over its operating frequency range. Because of the significant fluctuation
in input impedance with input power, the power profile at the antenna terminals must be
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Figure 1.11: Responses of a nonlinear device to both small and large input signals.

incorporated in the modeling of the full rectenna system. The variation of the power level
at the input of the rectification circuit would result in a large discrepancy between the
simulation’s results and the measurement’s results if the power profile was not taken into
consideration, as has been demonstrated in prior works [17, 80, 16].

Because the received power fluctuates with frequency, using a single power level across
the entire frequency range would yield a precise result at only one frequency point, and
limits our ability to precisely predict the result at other frequencies. It would also be
difficult, if not impossible, to optimize a rectenna circuit over a wide frequency band. This
necessitates utilizing an equivalent circuit that accurately characterizes the antenna part
of the rectenna circuit. This circuit should account for the antenna’s input impedance
variations as well as the power fluctuation across its terminals as the frequency changes.

1.4.3 Problem Three

Recently, the growth of wireless technologies and applications requires antennas with mul-
tiple capabilities and functions. Characteristics like low cost, small size, high efficiency,
and wide bandwidth are desired in many technologies. Furthermore, antennas that can
be used both as flat and as curved (conformal antennas) are becoming an increasingly
attractive antennas because of their wide range of application [81].
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The microstrip patch antenna is one of the most widely used antennas, however it has
a high sensitivity to bending. An antenna with a lower bending sensitivity is required
to avoid the effect of bending on antennas. The metasurface antenna is one of the best
candidates to overcome the problem of antenna’s sensitivity to bending. To construct a
metasurface, an ensemble of periodic resonators are structured to operate as an effective
electromagnetic radiator. The efficiency of each resonator is extremely poor, however, due
to the coupling between elements they, collectively, show good performance [82]. In MSA,
the spacing between the radiating elements is very small and this necessitate the use of
separated layer for the feeding network.

Unlike the MSA, each element of MPA array can operate effectively. To increase the
gain of a single element MPA, several elements are utilized to form an MPA array [83]. To
avoid coupling between the radiating elements in an MPA array, the distance between the
elements should be equal to or larger than half wave length (λ/2).

1.5 Contributions

1. Because the rectifying circuit’s major component (the diode) is a nonlinear device,
a powerful technique that can handle nonlinear components is required. In non-
linear electronics, X-Parameters are a broad form of S-parameters that is suitable for
both small and large signals. X-Parameters enable us to accurately characterize the
nonlinear components and systems with multiple ports. X-Parameters are powerful
mathematical tool that describes the behaviour of nonlinear components in response
to large signals. The ability of utilizing X-parameters to characterize a diode and a
complete rectenna system at different power levels and for various frequencies was
validated in Chapter 3.

2. In chapter 4, I present an entirely simulation-based method to predict the perfor-
mance of a complete rectenna system that includes all its components: the receiving
antenna, the matching circuits between the antenna and the rectification circuit, and
the load circuit. Whereas previous efforts to predict the performance of a rectenna
system subdivided the system into the antenna part (radiation to AC power conver-
sion) and the circuit part (AC power to DC power conversion), and made assumptions
about the performance of the non-linear part of the rectenna based on a specified
power level and frequency, in this method, the radiation part of the system is incor-
porated into the simulation by using Thevenin’s theorem. The method proposed in
this work enables the rectenna designer to predict the performance of the complete
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rectenna system, at the design stage, for variation in the incident field’s power den-
sity, angle of incidence, and operating frequency. Furthermore, the proposed method
enables the rectenna designers to optimize the entire system over sub-band or entire
range of operating frequency. Experimental results are provided to demonstrate the
accuracy of the method.

3. In chapter 5, I present a design of a Metasurface Antenna (MSA) utilizing electrical
small elements to resonate strongly to resemble the resonance of classical circuits.
Facilitated by matching due to coupling, the small radiators collectively provide a
good radiation characteristics. The performance of the proposed MSA is compared
with an MPA array design. Additionally, a rectenna system that utilize the MSA as
receiving part is developed and investigated. Finally, the capability of the MSA to
operate in the 5G band is investigated.

4. In chapter 6, a novel dipole design with an adjustable input impedance is presented.
The proposed dipole is designed to have additional arms attached at the edges of
the feeding gap for the purpose of controlling the input impedance. Varying the
dimensions of the two arms enables the tuning of the input admittance. This design
is highly suitable for rectennas where the input impedance of the receiving antenna
need to be matched to the input impedance of diodes which typically have a relatively
high reactance. The design provides another benefit in recetenna design since it
eliminates the use of matching circuits which can decrease the efficiency of the entire
energy harvesting system. Numerical simulation results are provided to validate the
design concept.

1.6 Thesis Outline

The thesis is divided into eight chapters. The following is how the rest of the thesis is
organized:

Chapter Two begins with a review of a rectenna circuit, focusing on the components
and attributes of a rectenna circuit. The processes for designing a rectenna circuit and the
challenges that come with it are outlined in this chapter.

Chapter Three introduces the X-parameters along with their advantages. The non-
linearity of non-linear devices and their effects on design are explained in this chapter.
This chapter presents X-parameters as an alternative for the circuit model to characterize
a diode and a complete rectenna circuit.
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Chapter Four presents a method that integrates the electromagnetic part and the
circuit part of the rectenna system to simulate and optimize the complete system. A
complete rectenna system was modeled, built, and tested to validate the method. Good
agreement between the simulated and the measured results are obtained.

Chapter Five proposes a novel metasurface antenna design that is optimized to oper-
ate in two frequency bands. The design was compared with a microstrip patch antenna. To
validate the simulation results, the metasurface was modeled, fabricated, and tested. Good
agreement between the simulated and the measured results are obtained. The metasurface
was utilized to design a rectenna circuit.

Chapter Six introduces an antenna design that is matched to the nonlinear devices
without using matching circuits by modifying the antenna parameters. In this Chapter,
a controllable input impedance dipole antenna is designed. A parametric study was con-
ducted on the design to validate the applicability of controlling the input impedance of the
dipole. A rectifying circuit that is directly matched to the antenna was designed using the
proposed design.

Chapter Seven concludes the achieved work and the future work.

19



Chapter 2

Rectennas

2.1 Introduction

Energy harvesting comprises two stages; firstly, absorbing as much as possible of the in-
cidental electromagnetic waves’ energy, secondly, converting the absorbed AC energy into
a useful DC energy as depicted in Figure 2.1. Observing Figure 2.1, the first stage can
be considered as the electromagetic part of the system where the antenna acts as a trans-
ducer that converts the electromagnetic wave into an AC signal. The second stage is the
rectifying circuit and it consists mainly of diodes, a matching circuit and a DC load. This
chapter is devoted to discuss the components of the rectenna system and the associated
challenges.

2.2 EM Part

The electromagnetic part consists of the received power and the receiving antenna. To
mimic the behaviour of the EM part, I constructed the equivalent circuit shown in Figure
2.2, where Preceived is the available power at the receiving-antenna’s terminals and Zin is
the internal impedance that corresponds to the receiving-antenna’s impedance at different
frequencies.

The available power (Preceived) can be calculated by [84]:

Preceived = PTGT (f)

(
Aeff
4πR2

)
(2.1)
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Figure 2.1: Rectenna system components.

where PT is the power that was fed to the transmitting antenna, GT (f) is the transmitting-
antenna’s gain as a function of frequency and R is the separation distance between the
transmitting and the receiving antennas. The effective area of an antenna (Aeff ) is defined
as the ratio between the available power and the power density at its surface, and it can
be calculated as:

Aeff =
λ2

4π
GR =

c2

f 2
× GR

4π
(2.2)

where GR is the receiving-antenna’s gain and λ is the wave length.

2.3 Antenna

Motivated by the theoretical prediction of Maxwell theory, Hertz experimentally demon-
strated the existence of electromagnetic waves by the realization of the first antenna in
1888. The antenna is a transitional structure that acts as a transducer to convert elec-
tromagnetic waves into an AC signal (Receiver) or AC signal into electromagnetic waves
(Transmitter). Several types of antennas have been utilized for wireless applications in-
cluding, but not limited to, Microstrip Antennas (MAs), Metasurface Antennas (MSAs),
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Figure 2.2: Equivalent circuit of the EM part.

wire antennas, reflector antennas, lens antennas, and aperture antennas. All the types of
antennas can be compared and assessed based on common parameters and characteristics
such as directivity, efficiency, gain, effective area, bandwidth, impedance, radiation pat-
tern, polarization, and noise temperature. In the following subsections, I will discuss some
important parameters and types of antennas.

2.3.1 Antenna Parameters

Directivity

In antenna, the maximum directivity (Dmax) is defined as the ratio between the radiation
intensity in the direction of maximum radiation (Umax) and the average radiation intensity
in all directions (U0). The radiation intensity can be averaged over all directions by dividing
the total radiated power by 4π. Mathematically the directivity can be calculated as [85]:

Dmax =
Umax

U0

=
4πUmax

Prad

(2.3)

Efficiency

The efficiency of a transmitting antenna is defined as the ratio between radiated power and
the power fed to the antenna’s terminals from a perfectly matched source. Mismatching
between the source and the antenna is separated from the efficiency of the antenna. The
portion of the supplied power that is not radiated is dissipated as heat due to the loss
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resistance (RLoss) in the antenna’s conductor. The antenna resistance can be divided into
two types; radiation resistance (RRad) and RLoss. If I provide an antenna’s terminals
with a current I, this antenna will radiate a power of I2RRad and will dissipate I2RLoss.
Consequently, the efficiency of an antenna can be calculated as (RRad)/(RRad+RLoss).
Due to the principle of reciprocity, the efficiency of an antenna used as a receiver can be
determined in the same manner as the transmitting antenna. Generally, the size of an
antenna plays an important role in the efficiency of the antenna, and the antennas with a
very small size compared with wavelength are inevitably inefficient [85].

Gain

Gain is one of the parameters that describe the performance of the antenna. The gain of
an antenna takes into account both the directivity of the antenna, and the efficiency of the
antenna and it is defined as the ratio between the power intensity, in a specific direction,
and the power intensity given that all the power that is delivered to the antenna were
isotropically radiated. This can be mathematically expressed as [85]:

Gain = 4π
radiation intensity

total input (accepted) power
= 4π

U(θ, φ)

Pin

(2.4)

One of the useful terms is the relative gain which is defined as the ratio between the gain
of an antenna in a specific direction and the gain of a reference antenna if they both
were provided with the same power. Usually, the one uses a lossless isotropic source as a
reference antenna, and the relative gain can be calculated as:

G =
4πU(θ, φ)

Pin( lossless isotropic source )
(2.5)

Effective Area (Aperture)

The effective area of a receiving antenna is the ratio between the power density available at
the antenna and the power developed at the antenna terminals. Due to the sensitivity of
the receiving antenna to the direction of the signal, the effective area of a receiving antenna
is a function of the direction of the incidental wave. The effective area can be calculated
using the following equation [85]:

Aeff =
λ2

4π
G (2.6)
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2.3.2 Antenna Types

Microstrip Patch Antenna (MPA)

One of the most popular types that are used in wireless applications is the MA. MA’s
family is a compact antenna that has the capability of integration with a printed circuit.
Because of their low cost, low profile, and many other advantages, MAs have attracted the
attention of researchers. However, besides these advantages, MAs have disadvantages like
low gain and narrow bandwidth. Table 2.1 illustrates some advantages and disadvantages
of MAs.

Generally, an MA consists of a metallic radiating patch printed on a dielectric substrate
that is backed by a ground plane (metallic layer) as shown in Fig. 2.3a. The concept of MA
was first introduced by Deschamps in 1953 [86]. However, 20 years passed before a practical
microstrip antenna was fabricated due to the lake of a substrate with a low loss tangent
and good thermal properties during the 1950s. The first MA was fabricated by Howel and
Munson [87, 88]. Extensive research has been done since the first MA was fabricated, and
has led to advanced applications for the patch antenna. The metallic radiating patch can
take several shapes; rectangular, triangular, ring, circular, etc. As a matter of fact, the
shape of the metallic patch plays an important role in the antenna specifications such as;
resonant frequency, polarization, input impedance, and radiation pattern. Some common
shapes of the MAs are shown in Figure 2.3b.

The resonant frequency of a MA can be controlled by changing the dimensions of the
patch and the relative permittivity of the substrate. For example, the resonant frequency
of an equilateral triangle patch antenna with a side length of a can be calculated using the
following formula [89]:

fm,n =
2c

3a
√
εr

√
m2 +mn+ n2 (2.7)

where c is the velocity of the light in free space, m and n are integers which are never
zero simultaneously, (f1,0) is the fundamental frequency, and εr is the dielectric constant
of substrate.

The MA, inherently, has a narrow bandwidth which is considered as a challenge for
energy harvesting, where I need to harvest as much as possible of energy. Many techniques
have been suggested to increase the bandwidth of the MA. One of the effective methods that
enhance the bandwidth of MA is the decreasing of its quality factor. Decreasing the quality
factor of an MA requires a thick substrate with a low dielectric constant (approximately
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.3: (a) General structure of a microstrip patch antenna [6]. (b) Common shapes
of microstrip patch antenna [6].

.

unity). Due to the thick substrate layer, a large reactance is produced by a long probe
feeding pin which limits the matching over a wide range of frequencies. To achieve matching
over a wide range of frequencies, slots should be embedded on the patch [90].

Table 2.1: Advantages and disadvantages of MA.

Advantages Disadvantages
Low profile Narrow bandwidth
Low cost Low power handling

Linear and circular polarization possibility Low gain
Dual band and dual polarization possibility

Feeding and matching fabricated within structure

Metasurface Antenna (MSA)

A metasurface is a two-dimensional (2D) surface version of a three-dimensional volume
(3D) metamaterial, with the surface consisting of a distribution of electrically tiny scatters,
which was initially called meta film [91]. The metasurface is comprised of two-dimensional
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periodic structures made up of sub-wavelength scattering elements that reassemble incident
waves to the desired level of transmission and reflection. The thickness and periodicity
of metasurfaces are two significant elements of their structure, both of which are much
less than the wavelength of the surrounding media. Because of the reduction in volume
metamaterials, metasurfaces have the advantage of taking up less physical space than 3D-
metamaterial structures and are less-lossy structures. Additionally, they are light, simple
to construct, flexible, and robust [92, 93] .

There are two forms of metasurfaces: the first is metafilm, which is made up of an
array of isolated scatter elements that follow the cermet topology [91]. The second group
is metascreen, which uses a fishnet architecture with periodically spaced apertures on the
surface to organize the scattering elements. A homogeneous sheet with isolated aperture
is referred to as a metascreen. Other types of metasurfaces can be defined based on a
combination of these two extreme types, in addition to these two [94]. Figure 2.4 shows
several types of materials, ranging from natural to man-made materials.

Because of all of these characteristics, metasurfaces have a wide range of applications.
In addition to the previously described features, the metasurface particles are scalable,
allowing them to be used in any frequency spectrum. Because of its adaptability, meta-
surface applications have sparked increased attention in the scientific and technical sectors
in recent years. Absorbers [95, 96], harvesters [97], microwave radiation detectors [98],
microwave-associated organic chemistry [99, 100], and fluid controlled surfaces [100] are
only a few of the potential applications for metasurfaces.

2.4 Diode

Unlike the conventional PN-diodes, the Schottky diode is a junction between a metal
and a doped semiconductor (P-type or N-type). In the Schottky diode, the flow of free
electrons from a semiconductor to metal creates a depletion region across the junction due
to the difference in energy levels (Schottky barrier) [7]. Figure 2.5 depicts the variation
of both current and capacitance with applied voltage in both Schottky and conventional
PN-diode. Observing the Figure, the forward bias voltage required to turn the Schottky
diode on is less than that required to turn the conventional PN-diode on. On the other
hand, the capacitance of the Schottky diode is much less than that of the conventional
PN-diode. Practically, a lower threshold diode is more suitable for microwave energy
harvesting because of its low power level. Additionally, a lower capacitance leads to high-
speed switching, and this is required for high-frequency wave rectification. It can be noted
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Figure 2.4: Classification of natural and artificial materials.

that the Schottky diode excels the conventional PN-diode in applications that require a
very low turn-on voltage and high-speed switching like RF energy harvesting.

2.4.1 Diode Model

Figure 2.6 shows an equivalent circuit of a Schottky diode. As shown in the Figure, the
resistance of the junction (Rj) and the capacitance of the junction (Cd) are varying with
the applied voltage, consequently, the current variation of the diode is nonlinear with
voltage. The Schottky diode is non-linear due to the non-linearity of Rj and Cd. The
series resistance (Rs) is non-linear as well, but due to its small variation, I can consider it
as a linear resistance [101]. The relationship between the current of the diode (Id) and the
voltage of the diode (Vd) is given by the Schottky equation:

Id = Is

(
e

qVd
NkT − 1

)
(2.8)

where
k is the Boltzmann’s constant.
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Figure 2.5: Current and capacitance variations with the applied voltage in both conven-
tional PN-diode and Schottky diode [7].

T is the temperature in Kelvin.
q is the charge of electron.
n is the quality factor (it is usually assumed to be 1).
Is is the saturation current (scale current).

If I substitute α=q/NkT, then the equation 2.8 become:

Id = Is
(
eαVd − 1

)
(2.9)

If I assume that, a sinusoidal RF signal with a maximum voltage of V0 drives the diode
then:

Vd = V0 cos(ωt) (2.10)
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Figure 2.6: Equivalent circuit model of a diode; the components outside the green box are
parasitic components.

Using Taylor series I obtain Id as [102]:

Id =
α2IsV 2

0

2·2!
+

3·α4IsV 4
0

8·4!
+
(
αIsV0 +

3·α3IsV 3
0

4·3!

)
cos(ωt) +

(
α2IsV 2

0

2·2!
+

α4IsV 4
0

2·4!

)
cos(2ωt)

+
α3IsV 3

0

4·3!
cos(3ωt) +

α4IsV 4
0

8·4!
cos(4ωt) · · ·

(2.11)

Equation 2.9 shows that the diode’s currents are distributed at fundamental frequency,
harmonic frequencies, and at DC. Consequently, to obtain a high quality rectifying circuit,
the fundamental and harmonic frequencies should be blocked by a suitable band pass filter
(BPF) between antenna and the diode. Moreover, a low pass filter (LPF) should be used
between diode and the load to eliminate the ripple.

To investigate the harmonics of a diode, I utilized the harmonic balance in Advance
Design System (ADS) simulator to construct the circuit illustrated in Fig. 2.7 which
comprises a power source, an HSMS-2860 diode [103], and a load of 50Ω resistance [104].
I adjusted the input power source to 10 dBm and the operating frequency at 1 GHz, then
I simulated the first five harmonics of the fundamental frequency. Figure 2.8 (a) and
(b) depict the load current and voltage respectively due to the input power at different
harmonics. The magnitude of the current ranges from almost zero at 5th harmonic to 7.8
mA at the fundamental frequency, The magnitude of the voltage ranges from almost zero
at 5th harmonic to 0.39 V at the fundamental frequency.
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Figure 2.7: Schematic circuit of a diode with two ports.

(a) (b)

Figure 2.8: Output harmonics due to 10 dBm input power: (a) Output currents of
HSMS2860 at different harmonics. (b) Output voltage of HSMS2860 at different har-
monics.
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2.4.2 Parameters of Schottky Diodes

Diode plays an important role in rectifying circuits, and this necessitates choosing an
appropriate diode to maximize the efficiency of the rectifying circuit. Indeed, there are
several types and vendors of diodes in the market. However, Schottky diodes are considered
as one of the best candidates for rectenna system applications due to their high relatively
switching speed and low turn-on voltage. To explore the behavior of the diode, I shed
light on some parameters that affect diode performance. Table 2.2 shows some parameters
of Schottky diode HSMS-28xx series. These parameters are explained in the following
subsections.

Junction potential (Vj)

Junction potential represents the turn-on voltage at which a diode approximately acts as
a short circuit in the forward bias. To maximize the sensitivity of a diode, the junction
potential should be as small as possible such that any relatively small voltage can turn
the diode on. Observing Table 2.2, the HSMS-2850 has the minimum junction potential
among all of HSMS-28xx series with a voltage of 0.35 V.

Zero-bias junction capacitance (Cj0)

Due to the accumulation of opposite charges in both regions of the diode, the diode shows
a capacitance between its terminals. This capacitance depends strongly on the applied
voltage and the zero-bias junction capacitance. Zero-bias junction capacitance is the initial
capacitance of the diode without the application of voltages. The capacitance of the diode
can be determined by the following equation:

Cd = Cj0

(
1− Vd

Vj

)−M

(2.12)

where
Vd is the applied voltage.
M is the grading coefficient.

As a matter of fact, the capacitance of the diode limits the operating frequency of the
diode. Increasing the capacitance of the diode decreases the speed of switching between
on and off state, consequently, the diodes of lower capacitance is more suitable for high
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frequency applications. Table 2.2 shows the zero-bias junction capacitance of some of the
HSMS-28xx series in pF. As illustrated in the Table, HSMS-2850 and HSMS-2860 diodes
show the minimum zero-bias junction capacitance with capacitance of 0.18 pF.

Diode series resistance (Rs)

Diode series resistance is a crystal resistance of the diode that depends on the dimensions
and the material of the diode. Unlike the resistance of conventional resistors, the diode
series resistance is nonlinear. This means that the relation between the applied voltage and
the current pass through the diode is nonlinear, however, due to its small variation, it can
be considered as a constant. Table 2.2 illustrates the values of series resistance of different
type of HSMS-28xx series. It can be noted the HSMS-2860 diode shows the minimum
resistance amongst the other types with only 5 Ω resistance. The series resistance of a
diode can be calculated by:

Rs =
L

qµnNDA
(2.13)

where
µn is the mobility of electrons.
L is the length of the diode.
ND is the doping density (atoms/cm3).
q is the electron’s charge.

Breakdown voltage (Bv)

Breakdown voltage is the maximum voltage that the diode can tolerate before it becomes
conducting appreciably in reverse bias. The breakdown voltage determines the maximum
output DC voltage of the rectifier and it should be taken into account when designing a
rectifying circuit. The values of breakdown voltage of HSMS-28xx series are depicted in
Table 2.2.

Saturation current (Is)

Saturation current represents the thermal current from metal to semiconductor and it
depends on the height of the diode barrier[105]. Increasing the barrier’s height increases the
forward voltage drop, which decreases the sensitivity of the diode. Conversely, decreasing
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the barrier’s height increases the reverse leakage current. Opposite to a conventional PN
junction, Schottky diode shows a low barrier height at forward bias and high barrier height
at reverse bias.

Table 2.2: Parameters of Schotkky diode HSMS-28xx series [8].

Diode HSMS-2810 HSMS-2820 HSMS-2850 HSMS-2860
Vj(V ) 0.65 0.65 0.35 0.65
Cj0(pF ) 1.1 0.7 0.18 0.18
Rs(Ω) 10 6 25 5
Bv(V ) 25 15 3.8 7
IBV (µA) 10 100 100 10
Is(nA) 4.8 22 3000 50

Frequency RF RF <1.5 GHz 915MHz-5.8GHz

2.5 Matching Circuit

The matching network is defined as a circuit that matches the impedance between two
points. In the rectenna circuit, due to the mismatching between the antenna’s terminals
and the rectifying circuit, the matching circuit plays an important role to maximize the
efficiency of the whole system. Figure 2.1 shows the power components that may appear
in a basic rectifying circuit. In Figure 2.1, Pinc represents the total coming power from
RF source; Prec is the power delivered to the input of the rectifying circuit; PDC is the
output DC power. The radiation-to-DC power efficiency (ηrad−DC) of a rectenna is defined
as the ratio of the output DC power (PDC) to the total input power (Pinc). To maximize
the efficiency of a rectenna, the power delivered to the diode input terminal should be as
much as possible by designing an efficient matching circuit. Mathematically, ηrad−DC of a
rectenna system can be expressed as[105]:

ηrad−DC =
PDC
Pinc

× 100% =
V 2
DC/RL

Pinc
× 100% (2.14)

2.5.1 Steps of Designing a Matching Circuit Utilizing S-parameters

Due to the non-linear relation between the current and voltage of the diode, the S-
parameters of the diode strongly depend on the power level and the operating frequency.

33



Conventionally, designers extract the S-parameters of a diode at a single point of frequency
and a single level of power. Utilizing the ADS numerical simulator, I was able to extract
the S-parameters of HSMS-2860 diode, and utilize them to design a matching circuit based
on the extracted S-parameters yet at a very narrow band. This section is devoted to
explaining the steps of designing a matching circuit between the antenna and the diode
utilizing S-parameters.

Extracting S-parameters of a Diode

To investigate the variation of the S-parameters of a diode with frequency and power,
I utilized the ADS simulator to construct the circuit shown in Fig. 2.9. The circuit is
composed of two ports with an internal resistance of 50 Ω for each, a model of HSMS-2860
Schottky diode provided by the vendor. In this simulation, I utilized a Large Signal S
Parameter (LSSP) simulation controller in ADS. To be able to sweep the power level and
the operating frequency, I assigned the variable Pin to the input power and the variable
LSSP freq to frequency as depicted in the circuit. LSSP simulation controller performs
harmonic balance simulation and enables us to sweep any variable in the circuit. To study

Figure 2.9: Schematic circuit of a diode with two ports to extract S-parameters.

the variation of the reflection coefficient of the diode with the frequency, I fixed the source
power at 0 dBm and swept the operating frequency from 1 to 10 GHz. As illustrated in
Figure 2.10, the reflection coefficient of the diode is dramatically changing with frequency.
The reflection coefficient of the diode is ranging from -15 dB at 8 GHz to approximately
-2.1 dB at 1 GHz.
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Figure 2.10: Variation of the reflection coefficient (S11) of the HSMS-2860 diode with
frequency and at a fixed input power of 0 dBm.

To study the variation of the reflection coefficient of the diode with the input power,
I fixed the frequency at 2 GHz and swept the power of the source from -40 dBm to 40
dBm. Observing Figure 2.11, the reflection coefficient of the diode is almost constant
for input power ranging from -40 to -10 dBm, however, the reflection coefficient of the
diode dramatically changes with input power ranging from -10 to 40 dBm. The reflection
coefficient of the diode is ranging from -0.5 dB at -10 dBm input power to -12.3 dB at 40
dBm. It can be noted that, for the power values larger than -10 dBm, the values of the
reflection coefficient decrease as I increases the input power.

Designing a Matching Circuit Using the ADS Simulator

To design the matching circuit of the rectifying circuit, I can utilize the smith chart match-
ing tool provided by ADS. Smith chart tool enables us to add transmission lines, open stubs,
and short stubs to reach the matching situation. Designing a matching circuit utilizing
the smith chart tool requires the availability of S-parameters of the diode. For instant,
to design a matching circuit at a frequency of 2 GHz and power of 0 dBm, I considered
the value of S11 at 0 dBm power level and 2 GHz frequency which is equal to 0.73-j0.187
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Figure 2.11: Variation of the reflection coefficient (S11) of the HSMS-2860 diode with input
power and at a fixed operating frequency of 1 GHz.

as illustrated in Figure 2.12. Figure 2.13 shows the obtained matching circuit with all its
parameters. As illustrated in the Figure, the matching circuit compromises two open stubs
and two transmission lines printed on a material of 1.52 mm thickness (h) with a dielectric
constant of 3.48.

Figure 2.14 illustrates the schematic circuit of the rectenna system which compromises
a diode, the matching circuit that is designed to operate around 2 GHz, and two 50Ω ports.
The reflection coefficient of the complete circuit is shown in Figure 2.15. As illustrated in
the Figure, the reflection coefficient is lower than -10 dBm for the frequencies ranging from
1.89 to 2.2 GHz.

36



Figure 2.12: Smith chart tool used for designing a matching in ADS with the values of S11.

Figure 2.13: Schematic of the obtained matching circuit utilizing smith chart.
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Figure 2.14: Schematic circuit of the diode and the matching circuit.
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Figure 2.15: Simulated reflection coefficient of the rectifying circuit.
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2.6 Challenges Associated With Designing Rectenna

System

Designers face many challenges when designing a rectenna system, including, but not lim-
ited to, the non-linearity of the diode, dependency of the available power at the terminal of
antenna on frequency and the angle of incidence, and the variation of the input impedance
of antenna on frequency. The non-linearity of a diode makes the input impedance of the
rectenna circuit sensitive to any variation in power level/frequency. These related varia-
tions limit the ability of designers to design an efficient matching circuit. This means that
when constructing a rectifier, it’s critical to minimize the effects of these variations on the
rectifier’s performance by choosing a rectifier architecture that’s insensitive to changes in
power and load. Obviously, to properly simulate a rectenna system, the variation of any
factor that affects the system like the frequency, the power level and the input impedance
should be taken into consideration.

In order to imitate the fluctuation of the diode’s input impedance with input power
level at different frequencies, I built the circuit illustrated in Fig. 2.16. As illustrated in
the Figure, it consists of a voltage source, a diode and a load resistance. In this circuit,
I utilized HSMS-2860 diode nonlinear model, and I loaded its parameters from its data
sheet as depicted in the Figure. I utilized the Harmonic balancing controller in ADS to
model the circuit. The voltage source is an independent voltage source and its values can
be swept by the harmonic balance controller. The load resistance is fixed at 50 Ω.

Figure 2.16: Schematic circuit used to simulate the input impedance of the diode.
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The input impedance of the diode is defined as the ratio between the voltage drop
across the diode and the input current. To obtain the voltage drop across the diode, I
defined two voltage nodes at the diode’s terminals (Vin and Vout) as illustrated in the
Figure. To simulate the input current, I utilized current probe (I Probe) defined in ADS
as shown in the schematic circuit. To turn on the diode, the values of the voltage source
was swept from 0 V to 2 V with a voltage step of 0.01 V. At fundamental frequency, the
input impedance is defined as an equation in the ADS as following:

Zin =
(V in[::, 1]− V out[::, 1])

I Probe1.i[::, 1]
(2.15)

where Vin[::,1] is the input voltage (Vin) over all sweeping range at harmonic 1 (fun-
damental frequency), Vout[::,1] is the output voltage (Vout) over all sweeping range at
fundamental frequency, and I Probe1.i[::,1] is the values of current over all sweeping range
at fundamental frequency.

Figure 2.17 shows the variation of the input impedance of the diode for 3 values of
frequencies (1.5 GHz, 2 GHz and 2.5 GHz). Observing the Figure, the real part and the
imaginary part of the input impedance change dramatically with the input voltage ranging
from 0 to 1V at each frequency. Furthermore, the input impedance of the diode is also
changing with frequency for the same voltage value.

f=2 GHz

f=1.5 GHz

f=2.5 GHz

f=2.5 GHz
f=2 GHz

F=1.5 GHz

(a) (b)
Figure 2.17: Variation of diode’s input impedance with input voltage for different values
of frequencies; (a) Real part (b) Imaginary part.
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2.7 Conclusion

This chapter covers the antenna, diode, and matchin circuit, which are the three essential
components of a rectenna system. In the antenna section, I went through some of the
key parameters to consider when designing an antenna. I also presented two different
types of antennas, the Patch antenna and the Metasurface antenna. In the diode part,
the equivalent circuit and non-linearity of the diode were explained. I also compared
different types of Schottky diodes. The steps of designing a matching circuit were covered,
and a simulation example was presented in the matching section. Finally, I discussed the
challenges associated with designing a rectenna system.
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Chapter 3

X-Parameters in Rectenna’s Designs

3.1 Introduction

Because the rectifying circuit’s major component (the diode) is a nonlinear device, a pow-
erful technique that can handle nonlinear components is required. In non-linear electronics,
X-Parameters are a broad form of S-parameters that is suitable for both small and large
signals. X-Parameters enable us to accurately characterize the nonlinear components and
systems with multiple ports. X-Parameters are powerful mathematical tool that describes
the behaviour of nonlinear components in response to large signals. The difference in
response of a nonlinear device to small and large signal is illustrated in Fig. 3.1.

Figure 3.1: Difference in response of a nonlinear device to small and large signal.

As shown in the Figure, X-Parameters reduce exactly to S-parameters in the small
signal, and they have the same simple use model as S-parameters. The key strength of
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the X-Parameters is that they contain information about all the harmonics and inter-
modulation spectra generated in response to large signals. Figure 3.2 shows a two-ports
network with its inputs and outputs.

Figure 3.2: Two ports network with its input and output.

In this Figure, the waves A1, A2, B1 and B2 are represented, respectively, by:

A1 =
(Vin + ZC lin)

2
√
Zc

(3.1)

A2 =
(Vott + ZC lout)

2
√
Zc

(3.2)

B1 =
(V in − Zcl in )

2
√
Zc

(3.3)

B2 =
(V out − Zcl out )

2
√
Zc

(3.4)

In fact, the relationship between waves can be expressed as [79]:

Be,f = X
(F )
ef (|A11|)P f +

∑
g,h

X
(S)
efgh (|A11|)P f−h ·Agh +

∑
g,h

X
(T )
εfgh (|A11|) P f+h ·A∗

gh (3.5)

where, the indices; e is the output port, f is the output frequency harmonic, g is the
input port index and h is the input frequency harmonic. The phase P is introduced by:
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P = ej·phase(A1,1) (3.6)

In equation 3.5 the X-Parameters split into 3 terms: X(F ), X(S) and X(T ) . X(F ) represents
the harmonic spectrum in response to the incident signal, on other words, X(F ) term
measures the nonlinear device behaviour at 50 ohms, when I inject a signal A11 with a
perfect match and with no harmonics. X(S) shows the effect of a mismatch at specific
harmonic on the performance at another harmonic. In fact, X(S) is equivalent to the hot
S-parameters, which was an initial attempt to extend S-parameters to nonlinear behavior.
In hot S-parameters, I inject a large signal to the input port and a small signal to the
output port with a small offset frequency and measure the reflected waves, but it was
found that this technique is not efficient under highly nonlinear condition. The X(T )

provides the information about the relationship between the mismatch phase at the ports
and the fundamental and harmonic frequencies. Indeed, X(T ) term accurately accounts for
the highly nonlinear higher-order mixing products between the output and the input which
are not captured in hot S-parameters. In fact, X(F ), X(S) and X(T ) rely on the frequency,
the power relations between ports, and optionally on the bias.

3.1.1 Advantages of X-Parameters

It is very advantageous to use X-parameters when I do not have an accurate model for
the diode. Indeed, the vendors provide us a table model with the impedance of the device
extracted at specific frequency and specific power level. Whereas, X-parameters enable
us to measure the device’s nonlinear characteristics at all frequencies and all power levels.
The following are some advantages of X-parameters [106]:

1. A measured X-Parameters are more accurate than a compact model, specifically,
for large signal within a specific range of operating frequency. In fact, many compact
models neglect some physical effects in large signal RF application, which leads to the
non-accuracy of the model. Whereas, when I measure the X-Parameters, I get what the
device does.

2. Measuring the X-Parameters is much easier than extracting a compact model for a
nonlinear device. For instance, an advanced compact model may contain large number of
parameters, and it needs an experienced device modeling engineer to obtain a good model.
Whereas, extracting X-Parameters needs much less time and can be done by a technician.

3. The accuracy of the model depends on how the model was extracted, even the good
model may be not accurate if it was poorly extracted.
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4. X-Parameters consider, directly, all the effects of packaging and coupling, whereas,
in compact model I need a bare model (compact model), a model for the package, and a
model for coupling if it is exist.

3.2 Comparison Between X-Parameters and Circuit

Model

In general, increasing the accuracy of components’ characterization leads to a high perfor-
mance design. Since the main component in the rectifying circuit is the diode, an accurate
model for nonlinear system is required for efficient use of computer aided design (CAD)
technology. Currently, many models of the nonlinear devices consist of basic electric ele-
ments such as; capacitors, inductors, and resistors. However, building such models needs
complex measurement procedures to extract the required parameters precisely. Further-
more, it may take a year to develop and validate an accurate model [78].

In light of challenges associated with traditional approaches of modeling, an accurate
and relatively easy method based on X-Parameters to model nonlinear devices has been
presented. The X-Parameters based model can be extracted by measurements, utilizing
nonlinear vector network analyzer (NVNA), or by simulation using commercial simulation
tools [107]. Furthermore, X-Parameters can be measured at different frequencies and at
different power levels and stored at one file. The availability of all information at one file
enables us to characterize the systems that operate under unstable conditions, such as the
rectenna circuits that are used for energy harvesting. In this section, I describe the process
of utilizing X-Parameters to simulate a nonlinear device/circuit. The obtained results are
compared with the results obtained by circuit model.

3.2.1 Simulation of Diode Using X-Parameters

To verify the validity of X-Parameters to mimic the circuit model of a diode, I extracted
the X-Parameters of a Schottky diode using X-Parameter module in ADS. Then, I im-
plemented X-Parameter block on the same software in a “Harmonic Balance” module.
The outcome of this simulation allows us to observe the component’s temporal function
and hence determine whether the extracted X-Parameters are capable of mimicking device
behavior.

Initially, the approach is applied to a schottky diode (HSMS-2860). The layout of
the simulation, that is used to extract X-Parameters, is depicted in Fig. 3.3. In the X-
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Parameters module, the larger the order ”harmonic” number, the more precise will be
the model. A compromise between the simulation time and the precision of the model
should be made. It is found that the power transported by harmonics beyond the 4th

harmonic was negligible. Thus, in my simulation I take the first four harmonics (5th order)
into consideration. The parameter of the frequency is assigned to a variable “Fre”. This
variable is used in the ”Sweep Plan” module to vary the frequency values from 1MHz to
4GHz in 10 points distributed linearly.

Input port of NVNA is represented by the module “XP source” as illustrated in Fig. 3.3.
Utilizing the ”Parameter Sweep” module I swept the frequency (Fre) in this demonstration
from 1 GHz to 4GHz. The power values are varied from -20 dBm to 20 dBm with 10
dBm step. These values are assigned to the variables “LS start (1, Mag)” and “LS stop
(1, Mag)”. The second port of NVNA is represented by the “XP Load” module whose
impedance value characteristic is fixed at 50 Ω.

Once the simulation is finished, the X-Parameters will be stored in the data folder.
Then, I open a new page of simulation in which I utilize the “Harmonic Balance” (HB)
module as displayed in Fig. 3.4. The goal of this simulation is to compare the results
obtained by simulating the diode circuit model with the results obtained by simulating the
diode utilizing X-Parameters. The X-Parameters block shown in Fig. 3.4 is loaded with
the data file which contain the generated X-Parameters in the utilizing the circuit in Fig.
3.3.

In Fig. 3.4, the voltage difference between the diode’s terminals (Vout-Vin) in the upper
part of the schematic is defined as Vd. The voltage (Vx) is the voltage difference between
the X-Parameters block’s terminals (Vout x-Vin x) in the lower part of the schematic in
Fig. 3.4.

The generated data contains 4 frequency points and 5 power levels for each circuit.
However, to be able to compare between the circuit model and X-Parameters model, I
fixed the operating frequency at 1 GHz and the power level at 20 dBm. The simulated
values of Vx at the first 5 harmonics are illustrated in Fig. 3.5a as red arrows, and the
simulated values of Vd at the first 5 harmonics are illustrated in Fig. 3.5a as black arrows.

As depicted in the Figure, there are 6 harmonic indices, the harmonic 0 represents the
DC component, the fundamental frequency corresponds to index 1 and the following indices
are the harmonics of the fundamental frequency. To be able to differentiate between the
results, I made the red arrows thicker than the black ones. On a given harmonic index, an
arrow represents the value of the voltage at a specific frequency point and a specific power
level. The simulation results show a good agreement between the X-Parameters model and
the circuit model. The agreement concludes that the X-Parameters model can replicate
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Figure 3.3: X-Parameters extraction simulation layout.

the results obtained by circuit model. Figure 3.5b shows the current passes through the
diode and the current passes through the block of X-Parameters. It can be noted, the
results obtained from the circuit model and the X-Parameters model are identical.

3.2.2 Simulation of a Complete Rectenna Utilizing X-Parameters

Antenna Design

As a receiving side, I utilized a Microstrip Patch Antenna (MPA), which consists of a metal-
lic radiating patch printed on a dielectric substrate and backed by a ground plane. The
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Figure 3.4: Comparison between circuit and X-Parameter model layout.

radiating patch can be rectangular, triangular, ring-shaped, circular, and so on. Antenna
characteristics such as resonance frequency, polarization, input impedance, and radiation
pattern are all influenced by the shape. Triangular Patch Antenna (TPA) was chosen for
this study because it has a small footprint compared to other designs. The following for-
mula can be used to compute the resonant frequency of an equilateral TPA with a side
length of a [89, 108]:

fm,n =
2c

3a
√
εr

√
m2 +mn+ n2 (3.7)
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Figure 3.5: (a) Simulated voltage obtained from circuit model and X-Parameters model.
(b) Simulated current obtained from circuit model and X-Parameters model.

where c is the velocity of light in free space, m and n are integers which are never zero
simultaneously (f1,0 is the fundamental frequency), and εr is the dielectric constant of
substrate.

Here I developed a TPA to operate over the 1.8 to 2.2 GHz frequency range utilizing
the optimization in CST mircowave studio simulator. Figure 3.6 shows the TPA with its
dimensions and the angle reference for the incident field. As depicted in the Figure, the
patch is based on an equilateral triangular design loaded with slots in the xy-plane. Due to
embedding slots on the patch with a proper shape and size, two adjacent resonant modes
merge together to form the bandwidth of the TPA. Moreover, introducing the slots reduces
the large inductive reactance, consequently, impedance matching becomes easier over the
frequency bandwidth.

The design of the TPA comprises a stack of three substrate layers sandwiched by the
ground and the patch. The layers thicknesses from the top are; 1.27 mm, 11.71 mm and
1.52 mm. Whereas the layers’ dielectric constants from the top are 2, 1 and 3.66. The TPA
was fed by a coaxial cable located at 26.4 mm from the base of the triangle as illustrated
in Fig.3.6(a). Figure 3.6(d) shows the realized SMA connector.

Figure 3.7 shows the simulated and measured reflection coefficient (S11) of the TPA.
Figure 3.7 shows good agreement between the simulated and measured reflection coeffi-
cients of the TPA. The simulated reflection coefficient was below -10 dB within the fre-
quency range 1.796 to 2.2 GHz, whereas the measurement results show reflection coefficient
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(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 3.6: (a) Top view of the TPA with its dimensions. (b) The fabricated TPA. (c)
Coordinate system used showing the angle θ of the incident field. (d) The fabricated
feeding port of the TPA.

less than -10 dB for the frequencies ranging from 1.75 to 2.26 GHz. For emphasis, we note
that this antenna was chosen without loss of generality, and only for the purpose of the
application of the method presented in this work.

Designing a Matching Circuit Using S-parameters

In Figure 3.8, Pincident represents the total coming power from RF sources; Preceived is the
power delivered to the diode; PRA, PRR, and PRL are the reflected power components at the
front end of antenna, rectifying circuit, and the DC load, respectively; PDC is the output
DC power. The rectenna-system’s efficiency is defined as the ratio of the output DC power
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Figure 3.7: Simulated and measured reflection coefficient, S11, of the proposed TPA.

(PDC) to all coming power (Pincident):

η =
PDC

Pincident
× 100% =

V 2
DC/RL

Pincident
× 100% (3.8)

To enhance the conversion efficiency of the rectifying circuit, the power delivered to the
diode (Preceived) should be as much as possible. This can be achieved by designing an
efficient matching circuit.

To design a matching circuit, the diode’s S-parameters should be extracted. However,
because of diodes’ non-linearity, their S-parameters depend on the power level and the
operating frequency. Then, to be able to extract the S-parameters of a nonlinear device, the
power level and the operating frequency should be fixed. Utilizing a numerical simulator,
Advance Design Simulator (ADS), I was able to design a matching circuit based on the
extracted S-parameters yet at a very narrow band.

Figure 3.9 shows a schematic circuit of a diode (HSMS2860) connected to two ports
using ADS. As show in the Figure, each port is 50 Ω impedance. Figure 3.10 shows the
variation of diode’s reflection coefficient with the operating frequency at fix level of input
power of 0 dBm. Figure 3.11 shows the variation of the reflection coefficient with the input
power at frequency of 2 GHz.
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Figure 3.9: ADS diode circuit to extract S-parameters.
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Figure 3.11: Variation of S11 of the diode with input power at frequency of 2 GHz.
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After obtaining the required S-parameters, I used smith chart tool in ADS to design
a matching circuit. Figure 3.12 illustrates the schematic circuit of the designed rectenna
system. As illustrated in the Figure, it consists of 6 segments of transmission line applied
on the top of a 1.52 mm thick RT/duroid 4003C Rogers dielectric substrate having a loss
tangent of tanδ=0.0027 and a dielectric constant of εr=3.38. The dimensions of these
segments are shown in Table 3.1. The circuit is terminated by a parallel combination
of 120 pF capacitance and a load resistance of 1 KΩ. The designed rectifying circuit is
designed and optimised to operate around 2 GHz.
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Figure 3.12: A schematic showing the rectifier circuit designed in ADS.

Table 3.1: Parameters of the transmission lines segments of the matching circuit .

TLn Length (mm) Width (mm)
TL1 0.75 6.9
TL2 6.60 0.5
TL3 8.20 1.2
TL4 16.25 0.8
TL5 1.24 1.5
TL6 1.50 3.7

To simulate a complete rectenna system using X-Parameters, I designed the rectenna
system shown in Figure 3.12. Then, I extracted the X-Parameters of the whole circuit as
shown in Figure 3.13. The X-Parameters are extracted at different values of power ranging
from -3 dBm to -1 dBm. Once the simulation of X parameters is finished, I open a new
page of simulation in which I place the “Harmonic Balance” (HB) module as shown in
Figure 3.14.
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Figure 3.13: Generation of X parameters of a complete rectenna system.
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Figure 3.14: Comparison between circuit and X-Parameter model layout.
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In this simulation, I aim to compare between the results obtained by performing the
harmonic balance simulation directly to the rectenna system and the results obtained by
performing harmonic balance simulation to X-Parameter block. In this demonstration the
frequency varies from 1.9 to 2.1 GHz, and the power varies from -3 to -1 dBm.

Figure 3.15 shows the output voltage at fundamental frequency of 2 GHz and at different
harmonics. As shown in the Figure, the output DC voltage, using circuit simulation, is
0.615 V which is very close to the output DC voltage using X-Parameters (0.616 V). The
output voltages at the fundamental frequency and the harmonics are approximately 0 due
to the capacitance load.
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Figure 3.15: The output DC power at 2 GHz in both circuit model and X-Parameters’
model.

Table 3.2 shows the output DC voltages of both the circuit model(VDCC) and X-
Parameters box (VDCX) at different frequencies and their corresponding input power. The
agreement between both results verifies that X-Parameters can replicate the behaviour of
the whole circuit.
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Table 3.2: Output voltage of the rectenna system using both circuit model and X-
Parameters.

Freq(GHz) Preceived Antenna impedance VDCC VDCX
1.90 -1.4 73.6+j19.1 0.659 0.648
1.95 -1.7 95.6+j18.7 0.654 0.639
2.00 -2.0 98.8+j2.2 0.615 0.616
2.05 -2.2 81.2-j6.5 0.593 0.596
2.10 -2.5 60.7+j0.7 0.579 0.581

3.3 Conclusion

In this chapter, I presented the concept of utilizing X-Parameter model to simulate the
nonlinear devices. The X-Parameters can be extracted by measurements or by simulation.
The process of extracting X-parameters utilizing ADS and utilizing them in simulation is
fully explained. The results obtained utilizing circuit model of a diode is compared with
results obtained utilizing X-Parameters. The comparison results show the applicability of
X-Parameters and their ability to mimic the behaviour of a nonlinear device.

To simulate a rectenna system utilizing X-Parameters, I divided the system into two
parts; electromagnetic part, and circuit part. The electromagnetic part consists of source,
transmitting antenna, and receiving antenna. The electromagnetic part was replaced by an
equivalent circuit consists of power source and impedance. On the other hand, the circuit
part consists of matching circuit, diode, and load. The X-Parameters of the circuit part
were extracted and utilized in simulation. A comparison between X-Parameters model and
circuit model was conducted. The good agreement between both method shows that the
X-Parameters can replace the circuit model which take relatively long time to develop.
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Chapter 4

Simulation and Optimization of
Rectenna

4.1 Introduction

Driven by unprecedented demands on energy, the need for new paradigms that produce
clean and affordable energy becomes increasingly desired. Recently, there has been in-
tensive research to investigate the ability of rectenna systems to harvest the energy from
electromagnetic (EM) radiation (for a sample of recent works, please see [38, 39, 40, 41,
42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52] and references therein). To harvest EM radiation,
a rectenna is used, which consists of an antenna or a surface that captures the EM radi-
ation, a rectifying circuit, and a DC load circuit. The antenna acts as a transducer that
converts the incoming EM radiation into an electrical signal. The rectifying circuit, which
consists of a single or multiple diodes and a matching circuit, converts the AC power into
DC power.

The rectenna system can be used in a power transmission link (point-to-point), where
the design constraints of the rectenna can be tailored to the nature of the largely known (or
predictable) incident field, including its frequency, polarization and power density (see [74]
as an example), or can be used to harvest ambient EM radiation over specific frequency
band (see [75, 76] as an example). In the latter application, where the rectenna acts as an
energy scavenger, since the incoming radiation is highly unpredictable in terms of frequency
bandwidth, polarization and power density, the design of the rectenna can be challenging.

Harvesting the ambient EM radiation was investigated in urban and semi-urban areas.
For instance, in [75], it was demonstrated that an ambient EM wave with power density
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of -25 dBm/cm2 can be harvested with 40% efficiency using a single band rectenna, and
an ambient wave with power density of -29 dBm/cm2 can be harvested with a multi-band
rectenna system. To evaluate the efficiency of a system with fluctuating levels of available
power, in [75], the efficiency was calculated using energy instead of power.

One of the key challenges when designing a rectenna system is the non-linearity of the
rectifying circuit. Due to the diode’s non-linearity, the input impedance of the rectifying
circuit is sensitive to the operating frequency and power level. Due to the non-uniform
input impedance of antennas with frequency, any change in the operating frequency or in
the angle of incidence would result in a change in the available power at the terminals of
the antenna, which feed the rectification circuit. Consequently, to properly simulate the
behaviour of the complete rectenna, all variations in the power level, the input impedance,
and the frequency should be taken into consideration. This challenge is demonstrated
by numerous previous works. For example, Lu et al. proposed a configurable rectenna
system that operates at two different frequencies where the efficiency of the system was
evaluated for different values of power; however, an agreement between the simulation and
measurement results was obtained only at a specific power level [109]. Nie et al. obtained
good agreement between the simulation results and measurements only over a narrow-band
close to the operating frequency; however, outside this narrow-band, the simulation results
deviated from the measurement results significantly [110]. In other works, the variation
of the input impedance of the antenna with frequency was taken into account, however,
the input power was assumed constant with with frequency [17, 80, 16]. In these works
the simulation procedure gives accurate prediction of the rectenna performance over a
very narrow frequency range; however, for other frequencies, the prediction would deviate
appreciably from the actual performance. In [111], the Co-simulation was utilized to import
the S-parameters of an antenna from an EM-based simulator to a circuit-based simulator,
where the S1P file was utilized to incorporate the characteristic of the antenna’s input
impedance versus frequency in the rectifying circuit’s input port. The fluctuation of the
antenna’s input impedance with frequency was taken into consideration, but still the input
power was supposed to be constant.

To achieve high rectenna efficiency, Selim et al. divided the input power levels into
two ranges: a low range (-50 to 0 dBm), and a high range (0 to 30 dBm) [112]. Then two
circuits were designed: one for the high range, and a second one for the low range. The two
circuits were then combined to give the final rectenna system. While Selim et al. claimed
that the input voltage depends on the input power, no explanation of the relationship
between the input voltage and the received power was provided. Moreover, the effect of
the variation of the voltage with frequency was not analysed.

In this work, I present a method by which the entire rectenna system can be fully
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simulated while taking the variation of the incident power density, the input impedance
of the antenna, the impedance of the rectification circuit, and frequency into account.
Specifically, the simulation presented would allow for the output DC power to be accurately
predicted for any level of available electric field intensity at the antenna and over a range
of frequencies.

The rest of the paper is ordered as follows: section two presents the theory underlying
the present method. Section II presents the theory behind the our method. Section III
demonstrate the application of the method to a rectenna employing a triangular patch
antenna. Section IV gives a full validation of the method using measurements. Section V
provides a summary of the main contributions.

4.2 Theory

Figure 4.1 shows diagram of the basic components of a generic complete rectenna system.
As depicted in the Figure, the rectenna includes the antenna that receives the incoming EM
radiation, and the circuit part comprising a rectifying circuit and a DC load. In Fig. 4.1,
Pinc represents the incoming power density at the antenna from an external electromagnetic
source, Prec is the power received at the terminals of the antenna, and Pdc is the output
DC power. There are two efficiencies that combine to give the full rectenna efficiency. The
first is the radiation to AC conversion efficiency defined as the ratio between Prec and Pinc:

ηrad−ac =
Prec
Pinc

, (4.1)

where Pinc is the power available at the antenna, and Prec is the power available the
terminals of the antenna (all are time-average power). The second is the AC to DC
conversion efficiency, which is defined as

ηac−dc =
Pdc
Prec

=
V 2
dc/RL

Prec
(4.2)

where RL is the load resistance, and Vdc is the voltage across RL. The full rectenna
efficiency is then given by

η = ηrad−ac × ηac−dc (4.3)

To maximize power transfer from the antenna terminals to the input of the diode, a
matching circuit is placed between the antenna and the diode or the rectification circuit
(such matching circuit may be considered as part of the rectification circuit). Due to the
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Figure 4.1: Basic components of a generic rectenna system comprising a receiving antenna,
a rectification circuit (may include matching circuits on both ends) and a DC load.

non-linearity of the rectification circuit, its input impedance is sensitive to variations of the
input power. This variation is a major challenge that prevented full characterization of the
rectenna system over the operating frequency range of the rectenna. To demonstrate the
sensitivity of the rectification circuit’s input impedance to the input power, I simulated the
reflection coefficient of an HSMS-2860 diode (chosen as as an example of the rectification
circuit) for different levels of power, using the Advance Design Simulator (ADS) software
[104]. Figure 4.2 shows the reflection coefficient of the diode for different values of power
at 2 GHz when the diode is terminated by a 50 Ohm load. I observe that the reflection
coefficient decreases with increasing input power. The wide variation of the reflection
coefficient with the input power demonstrates the need to incorporate the power profile at
the antenna terminals into the simulation of the entire rectenna system. If the power profile
was not taken into account, the variation of the power level at the input of the rectification
circuit would result in a significant discrepancy between the simulation’s results and the
measurement’s results as has been demonstrated in previous works [17, 80, 16].

The intuitive brute-force approach to incorporate all rectenna components into the
simulation process entails combining the full-wave 3D model of the antenna and the cir-
cuit models of the rectification circuit (its linear and non-linear parts) in such a manner
that the frequency bandwidth of the simulation stretches from the operating frequency of
the antenna to DC while including all harmonics arising from the non-linear rectification
circuit. Such approach may not be impossible but would be highly challenging and most
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Figure 4.2: Variation of reflection coefficient of the diode with input power at 2 GHz.

likely very computationally intensive. Another possibility would be to incorporate the V-
I characteristics of the non-linear circuit into a full-wave time-domain simulator such as
the finite-difference time-domain (FDTD) method (see [113] as an example where diodes
were incorporated into the FDTD method). Such approach have significant challenges
and limitations, which may require lumping the entire circuit (the linear and non-linear
components) as a single load terminating the antenna (while occupying a single FDTD
cell). Even if workable, such approach may be suited for simulating electromagnetic scat-
tering problems rather simulating rectenna systems, particularly because the DC power at
a specific load is desired, which preclude lumping all circuits into one element having a
specific I-V characteristics. Additionally, the three-dimensional full-wave model may not
be suitable for optimization of rectification circuits to achieve maximum power transfer to
the load.

Nevertheless, while time-domain simulation methods may be the most suitable ”brute-
force” method to simulate the performance of the entire rectenna system, the convergence
of time-domain methods depends strongly on the time step, which can significantly increase
the computational cost. Here I need to emphasize that the modeling approach needs to keep
in mind an important objective when simulating rectenna systems, which is maximizing
energy transfer from the antenna to a DC load. Therefore, a highly useful simulation
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strategy should allow for optimization of the matching and rectification circuits to achieve
highest output DC power.

Instead of using a brute-force approach, our simulation methodology calls for modeling
the antenna part as a circuit that is fully independent in its characteristics from the re-
maining parts of the rectenna system. This can be accomplished by using Thevenin theory.
According to Thevenin theorem, a linear circuit can be replaced with an equivalent circuit
consisting of an independent voltage source in series with an impedance as shown in Fig.
4.3(a). The Thevenin equivalent circuit provide all the required information about the
antenna. It is important to emphasize that the equivalent circuit of the antenna obtained
using Thevenin theory is not affected by the rectenna circuit that connects the antenna
to the load. In Fig.4.3(a), Voc represents the open-circuit voltage generated between the
receiving antenna’s terminals when the terminals are left open and disconnected from the
rectenna circuit. Zant is the internal impedance of the receiving antenna.

While the antenna acts as an independent source as far as the rectenna circuit is
concerned, if the source of radiation (such as a transmitter antenna) were included in
the simulation of the antenna, the antenna would then be considered a dependent source.
However, the goal of our simulation is to provide a prediction of the DC power for a
range of incident power density and incident field polarization profiles. This would then
provides, at the design stage, full prediction of the DC power for an incident field with
specific power density and polarization. Therefore, Voc of the Thevenin equivalent circuit
would correspond to an incident field with a specific power density and polarization.

To extract Voc, I illuminated the antenna by a plane wave of fixed power density and
fixed incident angle and polarization. The CST Microwave Studio simulator was used to
simulate the antenna [114]. While Voc is dependent on the characteristics of the incident
field, Zant, however, is independent of these characteristics, and can be found by either
feeding the antenna with a source and then taking the ratio of the feed voltage to the
input current, or by calculating the current in a short circuit Isc and then taking the ratio
Voc/Isc which will be equal to Zant. While it may not be intuitive, the ratio Voc/Isc will
always be equal to Zant irrespective of the characteristics of the incident field.

The extracted values of Voc are stored in data access component (DAC) in ADS. DAC
acts as accessible database that stores a table of data and allows the simulator to recall the
required value corresponds to the index value. Using the voltage source connected with
DAC enables the voltage source to mimic the variation of the voltage across the terminals
of antenna.

To simulate the variation of Zant with frequency, I designed the equivalent circuit il-
lustrated in Fig.4.3(b). The equivalent circuit comprises an inductor and a capacitor
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Figure 4.3: Equivalent circuit. (a) Thevenin equivalent circuit of an antenna. (b) Repre-
sentation of the input impedance of the antenna.

connected in parallel and connected in series with a resistor. The values of real part of
Zant are assigned to the resistor (from the DAC data). The values of imaginary part of
Zant are used to calculate the corresponding value of capacitor or inductor.

64



4.3 Application

4.3.1 Design of the Antenna

In this section, I demonstrate the applicability of our method to a rectenna system em-
ploying a practical antenna. As a receiving side, I utilized a Microstrip Patch Antenna
(MPA), which consists of a metallic radiating patch printed on a dielectric substrate and
backed by a ground plane. The radiating patch can be rectangular, triangular, ring-shaped,
circular, and so on. Antenna characteristics such as resonance frequency, polarization, in-
put impedance, and radiation pattern are all influenced by the shape. Triangular Patch
Antenna (TPA) was chosen for this study because it has a small footprint compared to
other designs. The following formula can be used to compute the resonant frequency of an
equilateral TPA with a side length of a [89, 108]:

fm,n =
2c

3a
√
εr

√
m2 +mn+ n2 (4.4)

where c is the velocity of light in free space, m and n are integers which are never zero
simultaneously (f1,0 is the fundamental frequency), and εr is the dielectric constant of
substrate.

Here I developed a TPA to operate over the 1.8 to 2.2 GHz frequency range utilizing
the optimization in CST mircowave studio simulator. Figure 4.4 shows the TPA with its
dimensions and the angle reference for the incident field. As depicted in the Figure, the
patch is based on an equilateral triangular design loaded with slots in the xy-plane. Due to
embedding slots on the patch with a proper shape and size, two adjacent resonant modes
merge together to form the bandwidth of the TPA. Moreover, introducing the slots reduces
the large inductive reactance, consequently, impedance matching becomes easier over the
frequency bandwidth.

The design of the TPA comprises a stack of three substrate layers sandwiched by the
ground and the patch. The layers thicknesses from the top are; 1.27 mm, 11.71 mm and
1.52 mm. Whereas the layers’ dielectric constants from the top are 2, 1 and 3.66. The TPA
was fed by a coaxial cable located at 26.4 mm from the base of the triangle as illustrated
in Fig.4.4(a). Figure 4.4(d) shows the realized SMA connector.

Figure 4.5 shows the simulated and measured reflection coefficient (S11) of the TPA.
Figure 4.5 shows good agreement between the simulated and measured reflection coeffi-
cients of the TPA. The simulated reflection coefficient was below -10 dB within the fre-
quency range 1.796 to 2.2 GHz, whereas the measurement results show reflection coefficient
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Figure 4.4: (a) Top view of the TPA with its dimensions. (b) The fabricated TPA. (c)
Coordinate system used showing the angle θ of the incident field. (d) The fabricated
feeding port of the TPA.

less than -10 dB for the frequencies ranging from 1.75 to 2.26 GHz. For emphasis, we note
that this antenna was chosen without loss of generality, and only for the purpose of the
application of the method presented in this work.

4.3.2 Design of Rectifying Circuit

To design the rectifying circuit, I connected the Thevenin equivalent circuit of the TPA
with the circuit shown in Figure 4.6. In ADS, I utilized the DAC component to control
the values of each component in the equivalent circuit. As illustrated in the Figure, the
circuit consists of 11 segments of transmission lines printed on the top of a 1.27 mm thick
Roger 3006 dielectric substrate having a loss tangent of tan δ = 0.0027 and a dielectric
constant of εr = 6.15. To achieve maximum output DC power, the widths of transmission
lines’ segments were fixed to 1.8 mm. The lengths of segments and the DC load were

66



1 . 6 1 . 8 2 . 0 2 . 2 2 . 4- 1 0
- 4 0
- 3 0
- 2 0
- 1 0

0
S 1

1(d
B)

F r e q u e n c y  ( G H z )

 M e a s u r e d
 S i m u l a t e d

Figure 4.5: Simulated and measured reflection coefficient, S11, of the proposed TPA.

optimized using the gradient optimization feature in ADS. The lengths of the segments
of the optimized circuit are shown in Table 4.1. The optimum load was found to be a
parallel combination of 100 pF capacitance and a resistance of 700 Ohm. It is important to
note that the optimized circuit was based on an incident field with specific characteristics
in terms of polarization, incident angle and power density. For wireless power transfer
applications where the incident field characteristics are known, the optimized rectification
circuit just described will deliver maximum power to the optimized load. However, for
energy harvesting of incoming radiation without any known characteristics (aside from the
frequency range), then the field-specific optimized rectification circuit may not be optimal
over the possible variance in the characteristics of the incident field. However, I emphasize
that the primary objective of this work is to enable full characterization (simulation) of
the rectenna system irrespective of the type of rectification circuit used and without any
fabrication of the circuit and the antenna.

Using the time-domain solver in CST, the antenna was illuminated by a linearly-
polarized plane wave (y-polarization; see Fig. 4.4). The power density of the plane wave
was 1 W/m2 and the angle of incidence (θ) was zero degree (i.e., the k vector is coming
from the positive z-direction. Then, Voc was extracted from the full-wave simulation of the
TPA (when the antenna’s terminals were open-circuited), and is shown in Fig. 4.7. Figure
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Figure 4.6: Schematic diagram of the rectifying circuit with the incorporated equivalent
circuit of the antenna.

4.8 shows the simulated real and imaginary part of the TPA’s impedance.

The extracted parameters are processed and loaded to the source as explained in the
Theory section. Using ADS, the received AC power, Prec, and the output DC power, Pdc, of
the rectenna system were obtained (ref to Fig.4.6). Figure 4.9 shows the simulation results
of Prec and Pdc. Figure 4.10 shows the efficiency of the rectifying circuit. The efficiency
of the rectifying circuit is greater than 65% over the operating range, with a maximum of
70% at 1.92 GHz.
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Table 4.1:
Lengths of the transmission lines segments used in the optimized rectification circuit.

TLn Length (mm) TLn Length (mm)

TL1 14 TL7 2
TL2 5 TL8 2
TL3 6.6 TL9 2.2
TL4 6.2 TL10 2.2
TL5 5 TL11 10
TL6 9

1 . 8 1 . 9 2 . 0 2 . 1 2 . 2- 1 0
0 . 8

1 . 0

1 . 2

1 . 4

V o
c (V

)

F r e q u e n c y  ( G H z )
Figure 4.7: Simulated Voc for an incident plane wave having power density of 1 W/m2,
polarized in the y-direction and incident at an angle θin=0.
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Figure 4.8: Simulated impedance of TPA.
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Figure 4.9: Simulated power in mW.
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Figure 4.10: Power efficiency (ηac−dc) of the rectifying circuit.
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4.4 Optimization of Rectenna

In the literature, the Thevenin equivalent is a well-known technique for replacing the
antenna; however, earlier research only looked at the Thevenin equivalent at a single fre-
quency, restricting its application to a fairly narrow frequency range [3, 73, 115]. The
capacity to deliver the essential data over the entire working spectrum is the key strength
of the method proposed in this work. This section demonstrates how the proposed method
can be utilized to optimize the design over any sub-band or the entire operating band.

To enhance the overall efficiency of the rectenna system in particular energy harvesting
applications, I may need to improve the design performance within a certain frequency
band where the energy concentration is relatively high. Having the entire data about
the antenna, I was able to optimize the design illustrated in Fig.4.6 over the required
sub-band. Particularly, I divided the entire operating band (RT ) into four equally sub-
bands, namely R1 (1.8-1.9 GHz), R2 (1.9-2 GHz), R3 (2-2.1 GHz) and R4 (2.1-2.2 GHz).To
optimize the design at each sub-band, I adjusted the operating frequency in the harmonic
balance simulation controller according to the needed sub-band and ran the optimization
tool in ADS. The optimum parameters obtained for each sub-band and the whole band are
depicted in Table 4.2.

Table 4.2:
Parameters of the rectification circuits optimized at various bands (R).

Parameter RT R1 R2 R3 R4

TL1 (mm) 14 12.8 12 16.7 19.2
TL2 (mm) 5 5.8 8.5 7 3.1
TL3 (mm) 6.6 8.1 6.6 5.9 5.6
TL4 (mm) 6.2 5.2 6.4 5.8 5.8
TL5 (mm) 5 2.9 3 3.2 2.7
TL6 (mm) 9 11 9.8 8.7 8.6
TL7 (mm) 2 2 2 2 2
TL8 (mm) 2 2 2 2 2
TL9 (mm) 2.2 3 3.9 3.4 2
TL10 (mm) 2.2 2 2 2 2
TL11 (mm) 10 12.4 10.5 10 10.1
RL (Ω) 700 2555 2048 2254 2498
CL (pF) 100 400 338 232 334
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Figure 4.11 shows the output DC power for the designs that are optimized at different
sub-bands and for the design that is optimized at the entire range of frequency. As illus-
trated in the Figure, the proposed method enables us to improve the output DC power at
required frequency ranges. On the other hand, the results obtained in Fig. 4.11 prove that
the lack of data about the entire range limits our ability to optimize the system over the
full range. In fact, without the availability of voltage values at all frequencies, optimizing
the design across the full band is impossible.

1 . 7 1 . 8 1 . 9 2 . 0 2 . 1 2 . 2 2 . 3- 1 0 0

1

2

3

4  R 1    R 2    R 3    R 4    R T

P D
C(m

W)

F r e q u e n c y  ( G H z )
Figure 4.11: Simulated output power in mW optimized at various sub-bands.

4.5 Validation

The primary objective of the method presented in this work is to enable full simulation of
the rectenna such that the designer can predict accurate performance of the rectenna over
the specified frequency range and for any angle of incidence and polarization. Additionally,
the method allows for evaluating the performance of any rectenna system designed by a
third party, without resorting the measurements. To demonstrate the accuracy of our
method, I present a comparison between the simulation results obtained by our method
and measurements. To this end, a complete rectenna was designed, fabricated, and the

73



DC output voltage was measured. The schematic for the experiment’s setup is shown in
Fig.4.12. Figure 4.13 shows the laboratory setup. The radiation source comprised a signal
generator, a power amplifier and a horn antenna. The receiving side includes the rectenna
terminated by a capacitor in parallel with a load resistor. To mimic the simulation setup,
I adjusted the output of the signal generator such that the power density at the rectenna
was 1 W/m2. The power density S at the rectenna can be calculated by [84]:

S =

(
GAGT (f)PT

4πR2

)
(4.5)

where, GA is the amplifier gain, GT (f) is the gain of the horn antenna at different fre-
quencies obtained from the data sheet, and PT is the output of the signal generator. The
distance between the transmitter and receiver, R, is 1 m.

Power amplifier

Signal generator

Rectifying circuit

Power measurement

R

Figure 4.12: Measurements setup; the transmitting side is a horn antenna connected to
power amplifier and signal generator and the receiving side is a TPA connected to the
rectifying circuit.

In order to measure the output DC power of the system, I terminated the circuit by the
same load arrived at earlier using gradient optimization in ADS (a capacitor of 100 pF in
parallel with a 700 Ohm resistor). Then the frequency was swept from 1.6 to 2.4 GHz while
measuring the DC voltage across the load using a voltmeter. The DC output power was
calculated as Pdc = V2

L/RL, where VL is voltage across the load RL. The results obtained
from the measurements and simulations are shown in Fig.4.14. I observe good agreement
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Rectification 
circuit

Figure 4.13: Laboratory measurement’s setup.

between the measurements and the full-rectenna simulation. I note that the discrepancy
between the simulation and measurement is most likely due to fabrication tolerances and
especially the laboratory measurements’ setup which did not take place inside an anechoic
chamber.

In addition to demonstrating the accuracy of our method, I provide a full-rectenna
performance comparison between the method presented in this work and the conventional
method, which is expected to provide accurate prediction of the DC output power over
only a narrow range of frequency and input power (to the rectification circuit) specified
during the rectenna design stage. In the conventional method, instead of using a database
to change the input voltage with frequency, the maximum input voltage was selected and
fixed to provide the circuit with maximum power level at all frequencies as it was done in
previous works [17, 80, 16]. (The maximum power level was obtained at 1.95 GHz while
the antenna was impedance-matched). From Fig.4.14, I observe, as expected, that the
simulation results obtained from the conventional method provide good agreement with
measurements only over a very narrow frequency range around the 1.95 GHz; however,
appreciable deviation from measurements is observed at other frequencies, especially over
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the 1.6 to 1.9 GHz and 2.1 to 2.3 GHz frequency bands.
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Figure 4.14: Simulated and measured output DC power. The incident field polarization
was fixed (y-direction), the incident angle, θ, was fixed at zero degrees (see Fig.4.4), and
the power density of the incident field was fixed at 1 W/m2.

The available power density is an important factor that have an impact on the operation
of the overall system. The power density may change due to many reasons such as, but
not limited to, the existence of obstacles that block the coming wave, reflections from
surrounding environment, and weather conditions. To study the effects of changing the
power density on rectenna system, the rectenna was illuminated by a plane wave with
different values of power densities. The polarization of the linear plane wave was in the
y-direction as shown in Figure 4.4, and the angle of incidence was set to zero (normal
incidence from the positive z-direction). Figure 4.15 shows the variation of Voc for different
values of power densities (four power density values of 0.25 W/m2, 0.5 W/m2, 1 W/m2

and 2 W/m2 were considered). Figure 4.16 shows the effect of changing the power density
of the incident field on the output DC power. The non-linear behavior of the rectification
circuit is highly visible in the results shown in Fig. 4.16. Utilizing the proposed method,
I was able to produce a 3D Figure that displays the fluctuation of the output DC power
with frequency and the available power density, as illustrated in Fig.4.17.
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Figure 4.15: Simulated Voc for different power densities of the incident field. The incident
field polarization was fixed (y-direction) and incident angle, θ, was fixed at zero degrees
(see Fig.4.4).
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Figure 4.16: Simulated Pdc for different power densities of the incident field. The incident
field polarization was fixed (y-direction) and incident angle, θ, was fixed at zero degrees
(see Fig.4.4).

77



Figure 4.17: Simulated Pdc for different power densities of the incident field and different
frequencies. The incident field polarization was fixed (y-direction) and incident angle, θ,
was fixed at zero degrees (see Fig.4.4).

78



To demonstrate the effects of varying the incident angle on the output DC power, I
illuminated the rectenna at different incident angles while keeping the power density fixed
at 1 W/m2. The variation in the incident angle does not affect the values of Thevenin
impedance, however, it affects Voc for the same power density. To extract the Voc at different
angles of incidence, the antenna was illuminated by a linearly polarized (in the y-direction)
plane wave. The power density of the incident field was fixed at 1 W/m2, and the angle of
incidence θ was set to 30◦, 45◦ and 60◦. The simulated Voc and output DC power at each
angle of incidence are shown in Figs. 4.18 and Fig.4.19. I observe a dramatic enhancement
of the output DC power for an incident angle of 60◦ over a narrow frequency range of 1.82
to 1.9 GHz. Similar behavior is observed for 45◦ incidence, but over the narrow frequency
range of 1.8 to 1.9 GHz. I emphasize that this enhancement is strictly dependent on the
topology of the antenna used (TPA in this case). Other types of antennas may not give
similar DC power profile. These results, nevertheless, show the importance of providing full
predictability of the rectenna system for all types of field excitation (polarization, power
density, and angle of incidence). In fact, the simulation method presented in this work
enables the production of a comprehensive graphical chart that shows the performance of
the rectenna system under any excitation condition. Furthermore, I was able to create a
3D Figure using the provided method that shows the variation of the output DC power
with frequency and angle of incident, as shown in 4.20.

The extracted values of Voc for each angle of incidence are loaded to the source of the
circuit shown in Fig.4.6. As depicted in the Figure, the variation of incident angle has
a direct impact on the output DC power. The variation in the output DC power due to
change in incident angle are identical to that in Voc.
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Figure 4.18: Simulated Voc values for different angles of incidence. The power density of
the incident field was kept constant at 1 W/m2.
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Figure 4.19: Simulated Pdc for different angles of incidence. The power density of the
incident field was kept constant at 1 W/m2.
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Figure 4.20: Simulated Pdc for different angles of incidence and different frequencies. The
power density of the incident field was kept constant at 1 W/m2.
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4.6 Conclusion

In this chapter, I proposed a method to enable full simulation or characterization of a
complete rectenna. This is accomplished by replacing the receiving antenna by its Thevenin
equivalent circuit, and then using a circuit simulator after incorporating the equivalent
circuit with the rectification circuit and load.

The primary objective of our method is to enable full simulation of the rectenna such
that the designer can predict accurate performance of the rectenna over the specified fre-
quency range and for any angle of incidence and polarization. This all can be accomplished
without fabrication and measurements. In fact, using our simulation method, one can pro-
duce a comprehensive graphical chart that shows the performance of a specific rectenna
under any excitation condition (polarization, incidence angle, and power density). This
feature enables the evaluation of the performance of any rectenna designed by a third party
without resorting to measurements.

Another advantage of our method is its ability to optimize the rectification circuit for a
specific receiving antenna to deliver maximum DC power. This advantage is critical since
an optimal rectification circuit is strongly dependent on the particular antenna employed.
Furthermore, utilizing this method, I was able to optimize the rectenna at various sub-
bands of the operating spectrum.
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Chapter 5

Metasurface Antenna (MSA)

5.1 Introduction

Metamaterials have been viewed as an artificial materials with electromagnetic proper-
ties that cannot be obtained naturally [116, 81]. Fundamentally, the metamaterials are
identified as a structure composed of electrical small resonators that create an electromag-
netic media with preferable characteristics. The resonators can have many shapes such as
spheres, wires, split ring resonators (SRRs) and C-shape. Metamaterials are hypothesized
and experimentally realized as a material with negative permittivity and negative perme-
ability simultaneously [117]. To construct a metamaterial, periodic structures of resonators
that operate collectively as an effective medium are utilized [82]. These resonators can be
tailored to provide the required properties. Metamaterials have been utilized in wide range
of applications including, but not limited to, energy harvesting [118], advance lenses [119],
cloaking [120], metamaterial-based antenna [82].

Metamaterials can be realized in many shapes and dimensions. Different types of meta-
material are available such as, electromagnetic bandgap (EBG) [121], High impedance sur-
faces (HIS) [122], and metasurface (MS) [82]. Characteristics like low cost, small size, high
efficiency, wide bandwidth are desired in wide range of applications. These characteristics
can be provided by metasurface-based antenna. Metasurface is a two dimensional type of
metamaterial in which the structure occupying very thin surface (metafilm) [91].

In this chapter, I present a design of a Metasurface Antenna (MSA) utilizing electrical
small elements to resonate strongly to resemble the resonance of classical circuits. Facili-
tated by matching due to coupling, the small radiators collectively provide a good radiation
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characteristics. The performance of the proposed MSA is compared with an MPA array
design. Additionally, a rectenna system that utilize the MSA as receiving part is devel-
oped and investigated. Finally, the capability of the MSA to operate in the 5G band is
investigated.

5.2 MSA

5.2.1 MSA Design

The electrical ring resonator (ERR) used in this work have already been reported in [82]
were employed as electrically-small resonators to demonstrate the concept of MSA. I built
a periodic structure of the ERRs to operate as a sub-wavelength particles that resonate
strongly to electric field and show negligible response to the magnetic field. To guarantee
optimal antenna gain and bandwidth, I developed a feeding network that connects all
radiators to a single feeding point. In this study, all simulation results are carried out by
using CST MWS software tool [114].

Fig. 5.1 shows the structure layers of the MSA and the feeding network. Observing Fig.
5.1, the top layer of the MSA is made of 6 × 8 identical cross strip resonators designed and
optimized to operate around 5.8 GHz. The ground is sandwiched between two identical
layers of a semi-flexible Roger material (RT5880) with a thickness of 0.787 mm, a relative
permittivity of εr=2.2 and a loss tangent of tanδ =0.009. The radiating elements are
printed on the top of the Roger material and connected by vias to channel the current to a
feeding network. The diameter of the via is 0.5 mm due to the fabrication constraint. The
via position is optimized to provide reflection coefficient less than -10 dB at the operating
frequency. Taking into account the effect of spacing between cells, the optimal resistance
value of each resonator is 250 Ω.

To eliminate the coupling between the adjacent elements, the separation between ele-
ments of antenna array usually is half wave length [82, 83, 108]. However, the separation
between radiating elements of this design is electrically small to show matching with their
feeding port. The small separation distance between radiating elements necessitates the
use of feeding network on a separated layer to connect all elements to one feeding port.

When a load’s impedance is properly matched to the transmission line’s characteristic
impedance, all transmitted power is dissipated in the load and there is no reflected wave.
Impedance matching can be accomplished in a variety of methods, such as using a quarter-
wave transformer, single stub tuning, or double stub tuning.
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Ground

Feeding network

Figure 5.1: Metasurface structure

5.2.2 Feeding Network Design

To design the feeding network shown in Fig. 5.2a, I utilized the transmission lines as
quarter-wave transformer. A quarter wave transformer alters the load’s impedance to a
different value, allowing for matching utilizing a transmission line of λ/4 length as shown
in Fig. 5.2b. To satisfy the matching condition in a quarter wave transformer, I need
Zin = Zo. To calculate the characteristic impedance (ZT ) of the λ/4 section illustrated in
Fig. 5.2b:

Zin = ZT
ZL + jZT tan π

2

ZT + jZL tan π
2

=
Z2
T

ZL
(5.1)
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since tan βl = tan 2π
λ
λ
4

= tan π
2

=∞. In order for Zin = Z0, I need that

Z2
T = Z0ZL ⇒ ZT =

√
Z0Zl

Utilizing transmission lines as quarter-wave transformers, I connected all 48 cells to one
port of 50 Ω as depicted in Fig.5.2a. The feeding network is optimized to collect maximum
power from all elements at the operating frequencies.

50 Ω

(a)

ZL

Zo ZT

Zin 𝜆𝜆
4

(b)

Figure 5.2: (a) The feeding network of the MSA. (b) Quarter-wave transformer.
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5.2.3 Results of the Proposed MSA

The design was fabricated and tested for validation. Figure 5.3a displays the top view
of the fabricated design and Figure 5.3b shows the bottom view of the realized design.
Fig.5.4a illustrates the measured and the simulated reflection coefficient of the MSA. It
can be observed that, the MSA shows reflection coefficient of less than -10 dB at around 5.8
GHz, with an impedance bandwidth response from 5.66 to 5.85 GHz. The measurement
results show wider band than the simulation results. This difference could be due to
the port soldering. Furthermore, the gain and the efficiency of the design were studied
numerically and measured over the operating frequency. Fig.5.4b depicts the simulation
and the measurement results of the gain and the efficiency of the design. The gain is
ranging from 9.5 to 13 dBi over the operating spectrum, and the efficiency is ranging from
59% to 81% as illustrated in the Figure. In both the gain and the efficiency, there was
good agreement between the measurement and simulation results.

Figures 5.5a and 5.5b illustrate the MSA’s 2D normalized radiation pattern in the H
and E planes respectively at 5.8 GHz. At the given frequency, the simulated and measured
results are in good agreement. As illustrated in Fig.5.5a, the major H-plane loop is in the
forward direction. In E-plane, the MSA shows an omni-directional pattern as depicted in
Fig.5.5b.

(a) (b)

Figure 5.3: Realization of the MSA: (a) ERR (Top) (b) Feeding network (Bottom).
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(a) (b)

Figure 5.4: (a) Simulated and measured reflection coefficients of the proposed MSA. (b)
Simulated and measured gain and efficiency of the proposed MSA.

(a) (b)

Figure 5.5: Simulated and measured normalized radiation patterns of proposed MSA at
5.8 GHz. (a) H-plane. (b) E-plane.
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5.3 Effect of Bending on MSA and MPA Array

5.3.1 Introduction

Recently, the growth of wireless technologies and applications requires antennas with mul-
tiple capabilities and functions. Characteristics like low cost, small size, high efficiency, and
wide bandwidth are desired in many technologies. Furthermore, antennas that can be used
both as flat and as curved (conformal antennas) are becoming an increasingly attractive
antennas because of their wide range of application [81]. To compare their sensitivity to
bending, multiple numerical studies have been performed on MSA and MPA array designs
at different curvatures. To make a fair comparison, both designs have the same footprint
(120 × 90 mm2). The dimension of designs are optimized to operate in the Industrial,
Scientific, and Medical (ISM) band with a center frequency of 5.8 GHz.

5.3.2 Comparison Results

In this section, I compare the performance of an MSA and an MPA array when they are
flat and curved. For MSA, I utilized the MSA described in Fig.5.1. For MPA array, I
designed an array of MPA utilizing same material and same foot print of MSA. Unlike the
MSA, each element of MPA array can operate effectively. To increase the gain of a single
element MPA, several elements are utilized to form an MPA array [83]. To avoid coupling
between the radiating elements in an MPA array, the distance between the elements should
be equal to or larger than half wave length (λ/2). In this study, all simulation results are
carried out by Computer System Technology (CST) numerical simulator tool [114].

As shown in Fig.5.6, the MPA array is 4 × 2 elements of square patch antenna operating
around 5.8 GHz. Each element has a side length of 16.8 mm, and fed at 0.2 mm from the
center of the radiating element to show good matching to 100 Ω port at 5.8 GHz. Utilizing
transmission lines as quarter-wave transformer, a feeding network with a single 50 Ω port
is incorporated on the same layer of the radiating elements.

As illustrated in Fig. 5.7a, the MSA shows reflection coefficient of less than -10 dB at
frequencies of 5.66 to 5.85 GHz. Compared with MSA, the MPA array shows a matching
at narrower range of frequencies ranging from 5.75 to 5.85 GHz. Figure 5.7b shows the
the gain and the radiation efficiency of the MSA and the MPA array. The realized gain of
the MSA is ranging from 9.5 to 13 dBi over the operating range, and the total efficiency is
ranging from 48 to 81%. On the other hand, the realized gain of the MPA array is ranging
from 11 to 12 dBi, and the total efficiency is ranging from 70 to 95%.

89



Figure 5.6: Top view of MPA array.
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Figure 5.7: (a) Reflection coefficient of MSA and MPA array. (b) Efficiency and gain of
MSA and MPA array.
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To compare the sensitivity of both designs to bending, I evaluated their performance at
three different curvatures with radii of 50, 75, and 100 mm. Figure 5.8 shows the deformed
structure of MSA at 3 different radii of 50, 75, and 100 mm. The deformed structure of
MPA array is illustrated in Figure 5.9. The reflection coefficient of the MSA and the MPA
array is numerically studied. As illustrated in Fig. 5.10a, the resonant frequency of the
MSA is slightly changed due to the bending. At all curvatures, the design remains within
its operational spectrum (5.75-5.85 GHz). The resonant frequency of the MPA array is
extremely sensitive to the bending. As depicted in Fig.5.10b, bending the MPA array
caused the resonance frequency to shift from 5.8 GHz to 5.3 GHz.

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 5.8: Structurally deformed MSA with different values of radius: (a) R=50 mm, (b)
R=75 mm, (c) R=100 mm.

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 5.9: Structurally deformed MPA array with different values of radius: (a) R=50
mm, (b) R=75 mm, (c) R=100 mm.

Figure 5.11a shows the variation of the realized gain of MSA with bending. It can be
noted that, bending the design at different curvatures slightly increases the gain in the
frequency ranging from 5.75 to 5.85 GHz. On the other hand, as I increases the curvature
of MPA array the gain is decreasing for the same range of frequency as illustrated in
Fig. 5.11b. For the same frequency range, the MSA shows stability in the gain at different
curvatures, whereas the MPA array shows a high sensitivity in the gain to curvature change.
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Figure 5.10: (a) Reflection coefficient of MSA at different curvatures. (b) Reflection coef-
ficient of MPA array at different curvatures.
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Figure 5.11: (a) Gain of MSA at different curvatures. (b) Gain of MPA array at different
curvatures.
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The efficiency of both designs is also studied at different curvatures. Figure 5.12a
shows a slight variation in the efficiency of MSA with different curvatures, whereas, the
MPA array shows dramatic variation in the efficiency as depicted in Fig. 5.12b. Due to
changing the curvature, the efficiency of MPA array is dramatically deteriorated around
the operating frequency of 5.8 GHz, and strongly enhanced around 5.3 GHz.
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Figure 5.12: (a) Efficiency of MSA at different curvatures. (b) Efficiency of MPA array at
different curvatures.

5.4 Rectenna System Utilizing MSA

The main components of a generic rectenna system are illustrated in Figure 5.13. The
rectenna system can be utilized in a point-to-point power transmission link, where the
rectenna’s design limitations can be adjusted to the characteristics of the largely known
(or predicted) incident field, such as its frequency, polarisation, and power density (see [74]
as an example), or can be used to harvest ambient EM radiation over specific frequency
band (see [75, 76] as an example). In the latter application, where the rectenna acts as an
energy scavenger, since the incoming radiation is highly unpredictable in terms of frequency
bandwidth, polarization and power density, the design of the rectenna can be challenging.

Harvesting the ambient EM radiation was investigated in urban and semi-urban areas.
For instance, in [75], it was demonstrated that an ambient EM wave with power density
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of -25 dBm/cm2 can be harvested with 40% efficiency using a single band rectenna, and
an ambient wave with power density of -29 dBm/cm2 can be harvested with a multi-band
rectenna system. To evaluate the efficiency of a system with fluctuating levels of available
power, in [75], the efficiency was calculated using energy instead of power.

𝑷𝑷𝒓𝒓𝒓𝒓𝒓𝒓 𝑷𝑷𝑫𝑫𝑫𝑫Rectifying 
Circuit DC-Load
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𝑷𝑷𝒊𝒊𝒊𝒊𝒓𝒓

EM part Circuit part

Figure 5.13: Basic components of a generic rectenna system comprising a receiving antenna,
a rectification circuit (may include matching circuits on both ends) and a DC load.

5.4.1 Rectenna Design

I present an entire rectenna system in this work, with the suggested MSA serving as the EM
component. To design the rectifying circuit, I connected the Thevenin equivalent circuit of
the MSA with the circuit shown in Figure 5.14. In ADS, I utilized the DAC component to
control the values of each component in the equivalent circuit. To account for the circuit’s
non-linearity, the harmonic balance controller was used in our simulation with the first five
harmonics. Although increasing the harmonic order improves accuracy, the power content
after the fifth harmonic is negligible. In fact, I conducted the simulation at a higher order
to assess the effect of increasing the order of harmonics, and the results were the same.

As illustrated in Fig.5.14, the circuit consists of HSMS-2860 Schottcky diode [103], 11
segments of transmission lines printed on the top of a 1.27 mm thick Roger 3006 dielec-
tric substrate having a loss tangent of tan δ = 0.0027 and a dielectric constant of εr =
6.15, and a DC load. To achieve maximum output DC power, the widths of transmission
lines’ segments were fixed to 1.8 mm. The lengths of segments and the DC load were
optimized using the gradient optimization feature in ADS. The lengths of the segments of
the optimized circuit and the optimum load are shown in Fig. 5.14.
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Figure 5.14: Schematic diagram of the rectifying circuit with the incorporated equivalent
circuit of the MSA.

It is important to note that the optimized circuit was based on an incident field with
specific characteristics in terms of polarization, incident angle and power density. For
wireless power transfer applications where the incident field characteristics are known, the
optimized rectification circuit just described will deliver maximum power to the optimized
load. However, for energy harvesting of incoming radiation without any known character-
istics (aside from the frequency range), then the field-specific optimized rectification circuit
may not be optimal over the possible variance in the characteristics of the incident field.

Using the time-domain solver in CST, the antenna was illuminated by a linearly-
polarized plane wave. The power density of the plane wave was 10 W/m2 and the angle
of incidence (θ) was zero degree (i.e., the k vector is coming from the positive z-direction.
Then, Voc was extracted from the full-wave simulation of the TPA (when the antenna’s
terminals were open-circuited).

The extracted parameters are processed and loaded to the equivalent circuit of the
antenna shown in Fig. 5.14. Using ADS, the received AC power, Prec, and the output DC
power, Pdc, of the rectenna system were obtained (ref to Fig.5.14). Figure 5.15 shows the
simulation results of Prec and Pdc. As illustrated in Fig.5.15, the maximum Ac power is
approximately 7.8 mW, and the maximum DC power is 6.3 mW. Figure 5.16 depicts the
variation of the efficiency of the rectifying circuit with frequency. The maximum efficiency
of the rectifying circuit is obtained at 5.8 GHz with an efficiency of 81%.
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Figure 5.15: Simulated input and output power of the rectifying circuit in mW.
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Figure 5.16: Power efficiency (ηac−dc) of the rectifying circuit.
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5.5 MSA Operating in Fifth Generation Band

The extensive research into fifth-generation (5G) technology is a strong indication of a
technological revolution to satisfy the ever-increasing demand and needs for high-speed
connectivity and Internet of Things (IoT)-based applications. The design described in 5.1
is optimized for two different bands, namely Wi-Fi band (around 5.8 GHz) and 5G band
(around 26 GHz). The performance of the design for Wi-Fi band were studied in the
previous sections.

In this section, the characteristics of the MSA in 5G band is analyzed. The reflection
coefficient of the design was numerically simulated and measured around 26 GHz. Figure
5.17 illustrates the simulated and the measured reflection coefficient of the proposed de-
sign. The design resonates in the frequency range of 25.5 GHz to 26.1 GHz, according to
numerical simulations. For frequencies ranging from 25.46 GHz to 26.68 GHz, the mea-
sured reflection coefficient is less than -10 dB. It’s worth noting that the measuring results
shows a wider band than the simulation findings, which could be due to port soldering.
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Figure 5.17: Simulated and measured reflection coefficients of the proposed MSA around
26 GHz.
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The gain and the total efficiency of the MSA were numerically investigated around 26
GHz. Observing Figure 5.18a, the gain of the design is ranging from 9 dB to 12 dB over
the studied spectrum with a maximum value at 26 GHz. Figure 5.18b depicts the total
efficiency of the design for frequency ranging from 25 GHz to 28 GHz. The efficiency is
fluctuating between 0.3 and 0.95 with a maximum efficiency at 26 GHz as well.
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Figure 5.18: (a) Gain of MSA around 26 GHz. (b) Total efficiency of MSA around 26 GHz.
.

5.6 Conclusion

In this chapter, I presented an MSA that operates around 5.8 GHz with a feeding network
to channel all the received signals into one port. Additionally, I utilized same material
and footprint to design an MPA array that operates at the same frequency. To compare
their performances, both designs are studied under flat and bent states. Comparison
results demonstrated that the MSA provides stable realized gain and efficiency compared
to MPA array during the conformal operation. Additionally, in the case of the x-axis
bending deformation, the resonant frequency of MSA is slightly shifted for all selected
values, whereas the resonant frequency of MPA array is appreciably changed during the
bending scenarios.

Since all the comparison results illustrate that the MSA is more stable at various
curvatures in the ISM band, a rectenna system utilizing the proposed MSA was developed
to operate around 5.8 GHz. The suggested rectenna optimized to provide high AC-to-
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DC conversion efficiency. An AC-to-DC conversion efficiency of approximately 81% was
obtained at 5.8 GHz.

The capability of the proposed MSA to operate at higher frequency (around 26 GHz)
was investigated. The numerical simulation result shows that the design resonates from
25.5 GHz to 26.1 GHz. Wider band was obtained by measurement ranging from 5.46 GHz
to 26.68 GHz. Also, I numerically studied the gain and the efficiency of the design around
26 GHz. The MSA showed a maximum gain of 12 dB and a maximum efficiency of 0.95
at 26 GHz.
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Chapter 6

Adjustable Input Impedance Dipole
For Rectenna System

6.1 Introduction

Inspired by the availability of electromagnetic energy, the idea of energy harvesting, using
rectennas, was originally proposed by Brown [123]. Since then, a significant amount of
research has been conducted to investigate different types of rectennas, particularly for
their energy conversion efficiency. Figure 6.1 shows the main components of a rectenna
system. As illustrated in the figure, it consists of an antenna, rectifying circuit (which
typically includes matching circuits and a rectifier circuit), and a load [124, 89, 125]. To
ensure maximum power transfer from the antenna to the rectifiying circuit, the antenna
needs to be cascaded with a matching circuit [110, 126]. Besides the complexity added to
the system, the use of a matching circuit increases power loss since Ohmic losses can be
appreciable in real-world capacitors and inductors. In their work Almoneef et al., [127]
proposed a folded dipole and a pair of capacitors in a stacked rectenna configuration to
match the antenna to a diode directly. In this work, I present a simple design of a dipole
antenna with adjustable input impedance such that the antenna can be directly matched
to the input impedance of diode circuits. The rest of the paper is structured as follows:
Section 2 discusses the geometry of the proposed design along with the obtained simulation
results. It also highlights the input impedance and the resonant frequency analysis of the
proposed design. Section 3 investigates the effect of varying the dimensions of the design
on the input impedance. Sections 4 illustrates the capability of using the proposed design
in a rectenna system and presents a comparison between the conversion efficiency of the
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rectenna system that uses our design and one with a matching circuit. Section 5 concludes
with a discussion.
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Figure 6.1: Rectenna system components.

6.2 Design Methodology

In Figure 6.1, Pincident represents the total incoming power from an isolated electromagnetic
radiation sources; Preceived is the power delivered to the diode; PRA, PRR, and PRL are the
reflected power components at the front end of antenna, rectifying circuit, and the DC
load, respectively; PDC is the output DC power. To enhance the conversion efficiency
of the rectenna system, ideally, the incoming power (Pincident) should be equal to the
power delivered to the diode (Preceived). This can be achieved by either designing an
efficient matching circuit or designing an antenna that has a complex conjugate of the input
impedance of the rectifying circuit (since the impedance of the diode is fixed). The input
impedance of a diode can be obtained from the diode model provided by the manufacturer
or obtained from measurements [128]. As an example, the input impedance of the HSMS-
2860-Schottcky diode is Zd=187-j39 Ω when terminated by a 300 Ω resistive load [127, 128].
To avoid designing a matching circuit, which, in practice, increases the power loss in the
rectenna system due to Ohmic losses in inductors and capacitors, an adjustable input
impedance antenna is highly desired.

Figure 6.2 shows the configuration of the proposed dipole design. The dipole consists
of two parts: the first part is a dipole with a length of L1, while the second part is the
two controlling arms that are attached at the edge of the gap endpoints. By adjusting
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the length of these controlling arms (L2), one can tune the reactance part of the input
impedance, whereas the real part of the impedance can be tuned by varying the width of
these arms W1. I used Roger material (RO4003C) with εr=3.38 and thickness h=1.52 mm.
The fabricated design has L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm, g=1 mm and W1=W2=2 mm. Using
the full-wave simulator (Ansys HFSS), the antenna provides an input impedance of Zin=
187+j39 Ω at 3 GHz as depicted in Figure 6.3. Adjusting the port’s impedance to 187+j39
Ω, I simulated the reflection coefficient of the design. Figure 6.4 shows good resonant at 3
GHz.

W1

W2

L1 L2

g

Figure 6.2: Schematic showing the antenna design and its parameters.

6.3 Parametric Study of the Proposed Design

A parametric study has been conducted to verify the validity of the proposed design. As
for the first step towards studying the effect of the controlling arms’ length on the input
impedance, I fixed all the dimensions of the design and simulated it at different length
values. Figure 6.5 shows the real part of the simulated input impedance of the proposed
design of different arms’ lengths (L2), whereas, Figure 6.6 depicts the imaginary part.
Table 6.1 illustrates that as the length of the controlling arms increases, the dipole shows
slight variations in the real part of the input impedance, whereas the imaginary part is
more sensitive to these length variations. Moreover, the design shows a capacitive input
impedance at L2=10 mm.
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Figure 6.3: Simulated input impedance of the proposed antenna. The input impedance is
187+j39 Ω at 3 GHz.

To study the effect of the width on the input impedance, I fixed all dimensions and
changed the width of the controlling arms (W2), then I fixed W2 and changed W1. Table
6.2 exhibits the variations of the input impedance due to different W2. As shown in the
table, both the real and the imaginary parts are decreasing with the increasing width (W2).
On the other hand, Table 6.3 shows the effect of changing W1 on the input impedance. It
can be noted that both the real and the imaginary parts are decreasing with increasing
W1. However, the input impedance of the design is more sensitive to variations in W1 than
to variations in W2.

Table 6.4 shows the effect of the gap on the input impedance. As can be seen, the
real part slightly decreases when the gap increases while the imaginary part increases
proportionally.
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Figure 6.4: Simulated reflection coefficient using port of 187+j39 Ω reference impedance.

Table 6.1: Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different L2. Other
antenna parameters were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, W1=W2=2 mm and g=1 mm.

L2 (mm) 2 4 6 8 10
Real(Ω) 174.32 186.92 187 192.79 173.58

Imaginary(Ω) 85.91 64.58 39 10.77 -24.3

Table 6.2: Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different W2. Other
antenna parameters were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm, W1=2 mm and g=1 mm.

W2 (mm) 1 2 3 4 5
Real(Ω) 202.59 187 180.33 166.24 152.75

Imaginary(Ω) 49.21 39 36.53 28.58 26.68
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Figure 6.5: Real part of the simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different
L2.

Table 6.3: Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for different W1. Other
antenna parameters were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm, W2=2 mm and g=1 mm.

W1 (mm) 1 2 3 4 5
Real(Ω) 245.6 187 169.28 147.27 133.4

Imaginary(Ω) 78.49 39 9.47 -6.54 -18.58

Table 6.4: Simulated input impedance of the proposed design for various gaps (g). Other
dimensions were fixed at L1=23.3 mm, L2=6 mm and W2=W1=2 mm.

g (mm) 1 2 3
Real(Ω) 187 174.69 160.27

Imaginary(Ω) 39 63.85 75.65

105



2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0
-250
-200
-150
-100

-50
0

50
100

Figure 6.6: Imaginary part of the simulated input impedance of the proposed design for
different L2.
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6.4 Implementation in a Rectenna’s Design

To verify the applicability of the impedance-tuned antenna, I designed two rectenna sys-
tems, one utilizing the proposed design without a matching circuit and the other design
using a conventional antenna and a matching circuit. Utilizing the impedance-tuned, the
antenna can be connected directly to the rectifying circuit without using a matching cir-
cuit as depicted in Fig. 6.7. As shown in the figure, the circuit is composed of a diode, a
transmission line, an open circuit stub and an RL circuit. The transmission line and the
open circuit stub were used to suppress the higher harmonics of the rectified wave before
reaching the load. The parameters of the transmission lines and open stub are depicted in
Table 6.5. A shunt capacitor of 40 pF was used to filter out the high-frequency harmonics.
In this design, I used HSMS-2860-Schottky diode because of its low turn-on voltage and
its relatively high-speed switching. To obtain maximum conversion efficiency, I carried out
the optimization in ADS to determine the optimum input impedance [104]. The maxi-
mum conversion efficiency was obtained at an input impedance of Zin= 159.5+j12 Ω and
a frequency of 2 GHz. Utilizing full-wave simulator, I designed an impedance-tuned dipole
with the following parameters: L1=35.5 mm, L2=13 mm, g=1 mm, W1=2 and W2=2.5
mm. In this design, I used Roger material (RO4003C) with εr = 3.38 and thickness h=1.52
mm. Figure 6.8 shows the simulated input impedance of the proposed design. To mimic
the behavior of the dipole, an one-tone frequency power source was used in the simulation.
The Z parameters of the dipole were extracted and imported into ADS. Those parameters
were stored in Data Access Component (DAC) and were assigned as the input impedance
of the source (see Fig. 6.7). DAC enables us to vary the input impedance of the source at
each point of frequency according to the variation of the input impedance of the antenna
with frequency. The power of the source was fixed at 0 dBm.

Table 6.5: Parameters of the transmission lines segments of the matching circuit in Fig.
6.7.

TLn Length (mm) Width (mm)
TL1 21 0.75
TL2 1.6 1.9
TL3 3.4 1.9

Figure 6.9 shows a rectenna system using a matching circuit between the source and the
diode. In this design, I replaced the adjustable antenna with a conventional antenna of 50
Ω input impedance and a matching circuit. The matching circuit consists of a transmission
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Figure 6.7: A schematic showing the rectifier circuit designed in the ADS simulator. The
transmission lines parameters are listed in Table 6.5. The circuit is terminated by a parallel
combination of load resistor of a 4.5KΩ and a 40 pF capacitor.

line, shorted and opened circuit stubs. This circuit was optimized to obtain the maximum
conversion efficiency. The dimensions of the transmission lines of the optimized circuit are
listed in Table 6.6. Additionally, a rectenna system with a 50 Ω input impedance antenna
and without a matching circuit was designed and simulated.

Table 6.6: Parameters of the transmission lines segments of the rectenna system in Fig.
6.9.

TLn Length (mm) Width (mm)
TL1 0.75 6.9
TL2 6.60 0.5
TL3 8.20 1.2
TL4 21 0.75
TL5 1.6 1.9
TL6 3.4 1.9

To determine the most optimal circuit, a comparision is made between the conversion
efficiencies of all cases considered. The rectenna system’s conversion efficiency is defined
as the ratio between the output DC power, (PDC), and the received power, (Preceived) (see
Fig. 6.1) [38, 84, 61]:

η =
PDC

Pincident
× 100% =

V 2
DC/RL

Pincident
× 100% (6.1)

In all designs, I fixed the received power at 0 dBm. As illustrated in Fig. 6.10, both the
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Figure 6.8: Simulated input impedance of the proposed antenna. The input impedance is
159.5+j12 Ω at 2 GHz.

adjustable antenna and the matching circuit show a higher conversion efficiency compared
with the circuit that uses an antenna of a 50 Ω input impedance. The maximum conversion
efficiency of the rectenna system that uses our proposed design was approximately 64% at
2 GHz, whereas the maximum efficiency of the rectenna system with a matching circuit is
approximately 70% at 2 GHz. These results prove that using the adjustable antenna and
without the need for a matching circuit, I can obtain an efficiency that is very close to the
efficiency of a rectenna system that uses an additional matching circuit.
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Figure 6.9: A schematic showing the rectifier circuit designed in ADS. The parameters
are listed in Table 6.6. There is a total of 6 microstrip transmission line segments where
TLn refers to the nth segment. The circuit is terminated by a parallel combination of load
resistor of 4.5KΩ and a capacitor of 40 pF.
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Figure 6.10: Conversion efficiencies; using adjustable antenna without a matching circuit,
using 50 Ω antenna without a matching circuit and using 50 Ω antenna with a matching
circuit.
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6.5 Conclusion

In this work, I have introduced a novel and simple controllable input impedance dipole
antenna. Simulation results show the capability of controlling the input impedance of
the proposed design. Both inductive and capacitive input impedance can be obtained
utilizing this design. Additionally, the effect of varying the dimensions of the design was
investigated. A rectenna system utilizing the proposed dipole was designed and studied.
Comparison between rectenna systems that use our proposed design without and with
matching circuits was presented. The comparison results show that the rectenna that uses
our design, without using a matching circuit, can achieve a conversion efficiency that is very
close to that of the rectenna system with a matching circuit. Adding a matching circuit
complicates the circuit and increases the losses in the circuit. Consequently, utilizing the
proposed design I can overcome the problem of undesired complexity and losses.
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Chapter 7

Accomplished and Future Work

7.1 Accomplished Work

The work achieved in this thesis is summarized in the following list:

1. The ability of utilizing X-parameters to characterize a diode and a complete rectenna
system was validated in Chapter 3. In this chapter, I introduced the concept of using
the X-Parameter model to simulate nonlinear devices. Measurements or simulation
can be used to extract the X-Parameters. The procedure for obtaining X-parameters
with ADS and using them in simulation is detailed. The outcomes of the circuit
model of a diode are compared to the results of the X-Parameters method. The
comparison results demonstrate the applicability of X-Parameters and their ability
to replicate nonlinear device behaviour.

To simulate a full rectenna circuit utilizing X-Parameters, the circuit was divided
into two parts: electromagnetic and circuit. The source, transmitting antenna, and
receiving antenna comprise the electromagnetic portion. An equivalent circuit, con-
sisting of a power source and impedance, was used to replace the electromagnetic
portion. The circuit, on the other hand, is made up of a matching circuit, a diode,
and a load. The circuit part’s X-Parameters were retrieved and used in simulation.
A comparison was made between the X-Parameters model and the circuit model.
The good agreement between the two methods demonstrates that X-Parameters can
be used to replace circuit models that require a long time to construct.

2. A method to simulate, integrate and optimize a full rectenna circuit over a range
of frequencies was presented and validated Chapter 4. I developed a way to allow
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full simulation or characterisation of a complete rectenna in this chapter. This is
performed by substituting the receiving antenna with its Thevenin equivalent circuit,
then combining the equivalent circuit with the rectification circuit and load using a
circuit simulator.

Our method’s main goal is to provide full rectenna simulation so that the designer
may accurately estimate the rectenna’s performance over the required frequency
range and for any angle of incidence and polarisation. All of this may be performed
without the use of fabrication or measurements. In fact, using our simulation method,
one can create a detailed graphical chart that depicts a rectenna’s performance under
any excitation scenario (polarization, incidence angle, and power density). This capa-
bility enables the performance of any rectenna built by a third party to be evaluated
without the need of measurements.

Another advantage of our method is its ability to optimize the rectification circuit
for a specific receiving antenna to deliver maximum DC power. This advantage is
critical since an optimal rectification circuit is strongly dependent on the particular
antenna employed. Furthermore, utilizing this method, I was able to optimize the
rectenna at various sub-bands of the operating spectrum.

3. In chapter 5, I designed an MSA that operates at 5.8 GHz and employs a feeding
network to channel all received signals into a single port. In addition, I designed an
MPA array that works at the same frequency using the same material and dimen-
sions. Both designs are studied in flat and bent states to compare their performance.
During conformal operation, the MSA provides stable realised gain and efficiency
when compared to the MPA array, according to the comparison results. Further-
more, when the x-axis is bent, the resonant frequency of the MSA is marginally
altered for all selected values, whereas the resonant frequency of the MPA array is
significantly modified during the bend scenario.

Because all of the comparison results show that the MSA is more stable in the ISM
band at various curvatures, a rectenna system based on the proposed MSA was
created to operate at 5.8 GHz. The rectenna proposed has been tuned for excellent
AC-to-DC conversion efficiency. At 5.8 GHz, an AC-to-DC conversion efficiency of
around 81% was achieved.

4. In chapter 6, I have introduced a novel and simple controllable input impedance dipole
antenna. Simulation results show the capability of controlling the input impedance of
the proposed design. Both inductive and capacitive input impedance can be obtained
utilizing this design. Additionally, the effect of varying the dimensions of the design
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was investigated. A rectenna system utilizing the proposed dipole was designed
and studied. Comparison between rectenna systems that use our proposed design
without and with matching circuits was presented. The comparison results show that
the rectenna that uses our design, without using a matching circuit, can achieve a
conversion efficiency that is very close to that of the rectenna system with a matching
circuit. Adding a matching circuit complicates the circuit and increases the losses in
the circuit. Consequently, utilizing the proposed design I can overcome the problem
of undesired complexity and losses.

7.2 List of Publications

1. Melad M. Olaimat, and Omar M. Ramahi, Simulation and Optimization of Rectenna,
(Under review with IEEE Transactions on Microwave Theory and Techniques).

2. Melad M. Olaimat, Leila Yousefi and Omar M., Using Plasmonics and Nanopar-
ticles to Enhance the Efficiency of Solar Cells: Review of Latest Technologies, The
Journal of the Optical Society of America , December 2020.

3. Melad M. Olaimat, Youcef Braham, Mohamed El Badawe, Mourad Nedil, and
Omar M. Ramahi, Effect of Bending on Metasurface Antenna and Microstrip Patch
Antenna Array, (Accepted in 2021 IEEE AP-S Symposium on Antennas and Prop-
agation and USNC-URSI Radio Science).

4. Melad M. Olaimat, and Omar M. Ramahi, Simulation of Rectenna, (Accepted in
2021 IEEE AP-S Symposium on Antennas and Propagation and USNC-URSI Radio
Science).

5. Melad M. Olaimat, and Omar M. Ramahi, Adjustable Input Impedance Dipole
Antenna, (Accepted in 2021 IEEE 19th International Symposium on Antenna Tech-
nology and Applied Electromagnetics (ANTEM)).

6. Melad M. Olaimat, and Omar M. Ramahi, Simulation and Optimization of Rectenna,
(Accepted in 2021 Indian Conference on Antennas and Propagation (InCAP 2021)).

7. Tao Tang, Melad M. Olaimat, Maged Aldhaeebi, Guangjun Wen, Li Xiao, Circular
multi-usage RFID tag antenna with coding ability for chipless application, Interna-
tional Journal of RF and Microwave Computer-Aided Engineering, September 2020.
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8. Youcef Braham, Mourad Nedil, Melad M. Olaimat, Mohamed El Badawe, and
Omar M. Ramahi, Wearable Metasurface Antenna based on Electrically-small Ring
Resonators for WBAN Applications, Accepted in IET Microwaves, Antennas and
Propagation, October 2021.

7.3 Future Work

1. Utilization of the method proposed in Chapter 4 to design efficient rectenna circuits
that operate over wide-band of frequencies.

2. Extend the work in Chapter 5 to design rectenna circuits that operate at high fre-
quency.

3. Develop a rectenna circuit that can efficiently absorb power from various angles since
the proposed antenna in Chapter 5 is stable with bending.

4. Fabricate a prototype of a compact rectenna design where the antenna is directly
matched to the diode using the design from Chapter 6.
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