
i � ·O:renstc 1ntervmew·s an I eyewitness 
testi:mony· clearl·y :rel·y on ·memory .. In 85% of 
cri·minal pr:osecutions there i:s :n•o medic.al nor 
trace: evidence, thus the burden is o:n what 
witnesses' saw/heard. Me:mory is the: 
evi,dence! How·e:v·er, cogniti·ve frailties as ·i·n 
forgetting and retrie·val failure:s, combi·neid 
with .misi·nfonnatio:n ·tbre:ate:n the accuracy 
an. ·d·· er·. ·e . di·. �b.·1:l·1 ty·.· .... •o· f·e·. ·y1·e·. ·w· ... ·.• 1t··n··e·s .. s··e. ··-s·' 
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recollections .. Together, the:se: factors support 
the creation of false me.mo:ries,, often 
co:nfident·t·y hel•d, that have serious 
c,o:nse:quences ·whe:n fore:nsic e:v·ents are at 
issue .. This i·nve:sti ·gati,o:n emp•_loy·.·.··ed a :simp··••·le1 
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lab task, lean1ing wo:rd lists, to examine true 
and fal:se: :memory·. I·n add·itio:n t•o i·ncluding 
C·o:ntrol lists, we: introduced forensic.all·y
o:riented lists i·nt•o the mix of information to
be-re:membe.red .. We expected for·ensic 
material to be: correctly· remembe:red at the 
same le:v·e:ID as comparison �ists. Thus, true 
memory should be es:sentiall·y equal across 
list types. 'T.he key questio:n:s centered around 
the: possibi

.
li.ty of differences i·n false ·mem,ory· · ..... · ' . 

rates among lists .. Forensic i·nformation may 
not .Pro·tect against the producti•o:n of fal:se 
me:morie:s, ho·wever mate:rial that is legal 
nature :may· e:xhibit ·to·wer rates of·i·naccurate 
recollections than the comparison materia·t .. 
We sought t•o ans·wer these: :researc.h 
que:stions in two :studies .. 

Participants. In Exp .. 1, recogni·tion 
memory·, 55 parti.cipa:nts serv·ed fo:r extra 
cre:dit at a Northeastern college;. 28 
diffe:r·ent students receiv·eid e:xtra credit 
for Exp. 2, a fre:e recall study·. Material 

and Proc.edure. List leami11;g followed 

P di. 0 . : ara _ i&m as participants stud� ·word lists • 
m 

each theme-related, converging upo:n a � 
critical, no:n-pre:sented, word .. Consider 1� 

Chair as the: critica] lur·e: for the :study· ·ti;st. 
tab,te:, sit� legs, c,ouch etc .. Particip·ants 
reme:mber ·many presented w·o:rds an•d 
ofte:n ''reco1·1ect'' Chair. Exp .. 1 involve1d 
8 DRM lists, 916 words, read one after the 
other at a 2--:s rate .. There were 3 forensi.c 
lists ( Guilty·, Arre:st, Thiet). After study·, 
the recognition test contained 68 w·ords: .. , 

=:1 

36 studied ·wor:ds (6 per list), the 6 critica: ! 
1 

� 
ure:s (e: .. g .. , Guilty), 6 non-presented low • 

as:sociates (LA) of the DRM themes 
G.; · udg·: .· e:). ·. ·an.· ··i,'d. 2·0•·• ·nio, V· ·e. ·11�·t· ·e. m· 1s· 1 ft1 .·. ·o: m' · ·6: · n•·· RM1 · ··1 
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li:sts NOT read earlier that we c.all Pseudo 
lists, thus 6 Pseudo critical lures. A ten
mi·nute rec,o,gnition ·task required 
participants ·to respond Yes •or No as to 
whether they had heard a w·ord ear:lier .. 
Exp .. 2 participants studied 6 DRM lists,, 
two of which w·er·e: '''forensi:c''' li:sts .. Each 
list was re:ad at a 2-s rate: and followed by 
a. 2 mm fre:e: recall period. 

Reoogniti0n: Peu.ent True Mem.or,y by Target Type 

OveraU P,ositi.ve· N,egattive Forensic Con:t11I . 
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Conclusions 

-'True F•or·ensic ,memory was simi:lar 
for all list type;s as hypothesized 
--False Forensic memory· was 
so·mewhat lower in recognition and 
much lowe:r· in reca:11 
.... ·J"'hat Forensic illusory memory is 
a·tte-·_. ·nua· ·te·d ,;:,s· ''goo··d''" b·e·c·a·· ·u·se· �a·· l·s1e· 
-' .. _.· . -· _· __ , 1.-, 

.····. c .. __ _ ... · '_ · . ,"··, ·_ .Ii: .11, •_. 

memo:ries in criminal contexts :such 
as forensic intervie:ws, lineup 
identifications and co:nfession-

aimed interrogations,, have: ·majior 
consequences .. 
----Regardmg ec·olo&ical ·validity·, ·we: 
sug,gest that the above-me:nti.oned 
cr];minal contexts are: relev·ant 
examples ofw:here themes (e.g., 
Guilty) are introduced by 
inve:stigators that might :sw·ay· 
r ·e:collecti•o:ns in ways that engender· 
false memo 
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