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._Y.E�A- POPE 
PRESIDENT 

DEMPSEY J. BARRON 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

JOHN E. MATHEWS, JR. 
SENATOR, 18TH DISTRICT 
1530 AMERICAN HERITAGE LIFE BUILDING 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202 

Hugh A. Orithers, M. D. 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
TALLAHASSEE 

April 6, 1968 

1661 Riverside Avenue, Suite B 
Jacksonville, Florida 32204 

Dear Hugh: 

COMMITTEES: 

EDWIN G. FRASER 
SECRETARY 

LEROY ADKISON 
SERGEANT AT ARMS 

FINANCE ANO TAXATION, CHAIRMAN 
APPROPRIATIONS, VICE CHAIRMAN 
GOVERNMENTAL REORGANIZATION 
APPORTIONMENT, RESOLUTIONS AND 

MEMORIALS 
INSURANCE 
JUDICIARY ••e" 
RULES ANO CALENDAR 
EDUCATION-HIGHER LEARNING 

In going into the question of whether the Duval Medical Center could be 
turned over to a private, non-profit corporation or founation, I find that 
in the most recent version of the Act concerning the Duval County Hospital 
Authority, which is Chapter 63-1305 Acts of 1963, there is specific power 
granted to the Authority to 11 sell, lease, transfer and dis ose of an 

/ 

property or m eres erem at any time acquired by it. This seems to 
give some authority to go mto the matter and I wouid tee! that 1t was 
probably the legislative intent concerning the disposition or lease of a 
portion of the property owned by the Authority and not all of it which would 
render the rest of the Act ineffective. 

There is no constitutional infirmity that I know of against a further legisla
tive Act specifically granting the Authority the power to convey property to 
some other entity. I still believe that a preferable first step would be to have 
the con olidated overnment erhaps with h'fil.d from the State, undertake to 
have a thorough management stud made of the en ire o era 10n as 1 now 
exists and as projecte y e resent Authority. I will get a list of those 
nationwide firms who provide t 1s service in the very near future and will 

/ 
pass it on to you. We have already ascertained that a national firm, whose 
local contact is Smith, Brady & Johnson, has undertaken such a survey for 
Duke University. You might give Charlie Johnson a call to see what are his 
facilities. 

Sincerely, 

JEM, Jr/lm 
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AN ACT RELATING TO 'l'HE c:·:s:. -�··re·:\ .:.:--::�, i::/I'AB:::.:. ,:;ii!vi""SS �-· ;>, ·tHE 
DUVAL COUNTY I-iCSPITAL AU'1'L(.�i'.IT:.· ..)�-' ,JJV�t� C._ i:(T'f :.-� :.-.... .JA; 
PH.OVID ING ?OR 'I'HE DUTIES, i;"JNC '-.CCX� ?t.:::•'?O:::;�:? A�!:-.; r1 • . -�RS 
OF SU Ch ;,� :-:vr..:�:·� ) : .. ::1CLUD��\• :- :·-_ i' .:��v� .... : ... �--. .; h ·:·��-

·
:··_· �- _;TIJN 

AND OPEE.A'I'ION OF· HO..::i.P :::T,L . .: . ANv ... �:2 TEi�-., .:._,, · . ··:, ✓ •••• )NS> 
DUTIES AND POWJ�j,S OF ·z·,;_� �-.'.. :--ill}, . . :,.: � c::··;:c•· ., - _:::_(_ .-: . ) 
PROVII �NG FO� .. ':i:'hE ISSOAN1.,.. ')F -� :: :·:_:.3,A?IC:.\� · A��-·· JR.:. .�Y • 
INCV ,· .. W· 30l\JS � REVENUE .,.<tT! : .'-.·:'ES ;-.:L ,·�:· . .,. 31: · 
GAT- . . "'O FINJ· l\TCE mHE co..,,., o· Q"""" . -1· - . . ~ -· . "m"" G .LL,.��- J. • I u� L :::il ... ' -�-- u�.-·L.:..\v ,;-_.,.., vvl-..::;-__ ,.._vl.l...\ 
FACr. .. ·�: -.. :., OF SUCH AUTHORITY; . i.'.O'·.:I:.-:,:D-iC FD:- TI-:E 0?1.,i�:.TION 
AND k> .. ·nsTRATION OF HOSPITALS B�� SUCE L. ��JRITY' ?HE 
l•iETEO:� .;.: FINANCING THE SAI•IE AND -�\-Il,., ··,·:r.:_�::·:i,.",:. t(� OF EX:STD"G 
FACIL. :ES .FROivi THE DUVAL COUNTY HOSP:..:·:·.L :.:: •.. ·, .• -:::i: AND 
PROV� .... NG AN EFF::�TIVE DA�·:. . ���- . 
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SEC'l' .... _: 2. DEFINITIONS- The following terms ¼-r.ci:. :'Ver 

• 

. ·· .... US8� or·r0ierred to in this Act shall t�ve the following �ea::.�ngs� 
... : ·,·· . · ... '\ ....... 

·:•.' . . 

,. · ... . ,· . ,· .. 
, .... . . , ·• 

... ... 

. .' , 

( a) "Al.4thori ty" · shali mc:a.n 'chE. :..,oc.y pol .... : ic and corporate 

c .. ·&d.t.ed by -chis Act and know.r. ("-�· trh. -- Cour.t.y Hos�--cal .�u'thor::.. -r,y 

of Duval County, Flv:-ida., 

(b) 11Bonds n shall me� .. - ir. - .. �� .:,na no·-..::..:. ..J◊':'. .. __ re·1,;;;, ·· .... e •---·.-. 

obligation-=- _ 

authority .:...s ·autho·r�zed to issue pursuanii to this· Act .. 

(c) 

(d) 

n:,,.:, .... :.�yn 3hall mean the County of Duval, Florie. .. 

'-'· 

nFaciliiiy .:>r facilities" shall mean the 
. . 
: ... osp:·.: ... ..:._.;, _. 

. � 
clinics » : out-patie::1t depQ,.. 
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(f) Authority 

such.governing body. • 

(g) 11Revenues 11 shall mean all rates, fees� renta_s an ot. � 
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1/ords ir:porting singular number s.i.1all :..."'lc:!.1;. the plural 

number in each case and vice versa and words iffiporting perso�s 

shall include firffis and corporations. 

Section 3. GOVERNING BODY. The gover.ing body of the authority 

shall consist of seven (7) members. One (1) �eDber cf the authority 

e, ex officio, a member of ... :1e Bo'ard of County Commission rs 

o:: ;�val County > Florida� to be selected by that body .. s.::.x (6) 

���bers of the authority shc_l be r sidents of Duv�l Co�:�y who 

sha-1 be appointed by the Gove=nor an� shall not · o-· any ot er 

p1,;.j_ic office. Two (2) of the six '6) members of the� t.ority 

�o �e appointed by the Governor sha�l be mem�e�s oft� �-v�: 

�-re .. ·ical Society. Each of the six (6) members appo:.n·c. ' y .,_: . . 
Governor.may be selected by the Goveruor from a lis� o: �j.z-c� 3) 

..�"�es for each such selec�ion, bot .. 1 r�or ini tiil appoi. tme • ts � •• ' : ., 

each succeeding appointmen�, said 1·sts to be fur�ished to t: 

Governor by a nominating corr.rnittee c9mposed of �h Senato an 

all of the members of the House of Represen�a��ves elec�ed to 

t�.e legislature of the State of Florida from Duval County. 

Gov0rnor may Qppoint each member of the authori�y from th 

··' tiw three (3) nominees for such positio.... T. ee (3) rr. m'.J :·s 

the authority who are first appointed shall �e designat db 
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tt.e Governor to serve for a term of two years and fo�� (4) me�bers 

c: �he authority who are first appointed shall be designated by 

tho Governor to serve for � term of four (4) years w ��o e�f�er the 

terx of o;:ica of each appointed member shall be for four (�) ear . 
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The members of the authority shall not be en�itl d to compensation 

'·:,-:·- · . . ·." s such, but shall be entitled to re��bursem nt for their ctu ... 
I, • .• ' �1 

·::·.=·:: · .. : ... · . . · . .  
'i> ··• .• 
' ... ' 

I •
. 

•, · . .. ' 

I \ • an� necessary expense _ .... curred in t��.e pe:i:'f o:rm�nce of their offi 

duties. Five (5) members of the autho�ity shall constitute a 

quorum and ordinances or resolu�ions enacted or acopt c by a vote 

of a majority of the members shall b co�e e�fectiva w��lo � ?Ub-

:. · · · ··. ·· lica .... io" O" po �tine- O" ""'Y .·.-•• - •• r ... . ··- '-' 44 - �- o' .. c:;....,.., ... u:-t:ier c. tion 
_·, .:· .·· · . .. . ,.· 

.. 
. .. _ 

. 
S:CTIO� 4. O?�ICER ·• Irrer.ediately aftar the ef1ect ve date o_ 

::_ ... this .A.ct, the met1bers of the Aut:iori ty s: all meet a ... d c:.ua1·· :'y by 

· ·• .. :;: ... :. ·: · taking tb.e oa·::h of office regularly )- .ascribe 
' ··: _;. 

officials in F _c.::::.da. They s:.<;:l.J..l ma:..r. t in a p_ac wi .::.t.::.�: :J..::. val 

.. •,. County for t. e principal o�fice of t,;.1e � ... u tho.::-::.,;:;y, wt.ere ·.::,.:a :r:err.bers 
•,, ... sha:: �eet at least once-each 2onth fo: t.e tr�nsact�on o: � ness • 

• • •f 

one .or mo:re Vice Chairrr1e,n and a Seer tary a� 

tha� � e office 9f Secre�ary and T� asurer �ay be com�::.nee. Ea 

member of the .Authority s .all g�ve a o� by a repu�able · one��; 

company autho::ized to do o..__.si.r.---.ss i t.hcl state .... of Florid.2.., i .. a. 
.... ... 
)UC'U• .. t -: 

to be d0signated by a major.::. ty v'?te of the ;:c.embers � conditio .. e.:. t:_:i.)r.: '� 

the faithful perfo��ance of his duti � which bond s ... all be .--:ep-c by.'
••H• .,. 

The Board of County Comrn�ssioners for Duval Cow.cy. 

sa�t bonds s.all be paid a� part of -c.e expense o� �h 

SECTION 5. DUTIES OF SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 

duty of the Secretary to keep full and corr ct minute of all �ro

CeE:dings and mee-cings of the Authority� and it shall be t. e dt.·�y of 

the Treasurer to keep separate accounts of all receipts an disburs 

o8nts of the Authority. 

shall have exclus�va con : all expenditures of ana· f-o� 

t�e moneys, loan �rqc ntributio. and Rev nues of he 
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shall be filled · or�ly ... o::: tb.e balanc C\ o: '.:::ie �1 ;cp · red te�;;n • Th 

.. . (60) days c:.:tte.r this 
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