
CI Lab Notes
From the Universi ty of Il linois Graduate School  of Library and Information Science, with the suppor t of the Institute for  Museum and 
Library Services, the Benton Foundation, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s Afr o-Amer ican Studies and Research 
Program, Illinois Informatics Institute and Community Informatics Ini tiative

Continuing the TOP Bulletin with per iodic research repor ts from the Community Informatics Lab  # 3

The Community Informatics Lab is a research facility opened in January 2008 in order to study the interaction of local communities and 
information technology in the tradition of the bench sciences, with a physical lab space for multiple projects.  Its goal is to perfect current 
methodologies and develop new ones.  Current projects include eChicago (ethnic communities and technology use), TOP Data Archive (creating 
and using an archive of 600+ community technology projects), eBlack (creating and using two online datasets regarding African American Illinois 
and African American Studies), Pnet 15 (reviewing the 15 year history of Prairienet), and Community Technology on Earth (coding and analyzing 
documented instances of community technology).

The CI Lab looks forward to becoming a research tool available for faculty and students studying local communities or carrying out
research in local communities.  We welcome inquiries and visits from across the university, the state, and beyond.  A weekly pot luck
dinner (Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 in LIS 341) is open to all. 

For more information, contact Kate Williams, The Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, 501 E. Daniel Street MC-493, Champaign, Illinois  61820-6211 USA, tel (217) 244-9128, or email
katewill@uiuc.edu.                                                               March 2008

CI Lab Notes
From the Universi ty of Il linois Graduate School  of Library and Information Science, with the suppor t of the Institute for  Museum and 
Library Services, the Benton Foundation, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s Afr o-Amer ican Studies and Research 
Program, Illinois Informatics Institute and Community Informatics Ini tiative

Continuing the TOP Bulletin with per iodic research repor ts from the Community Informatics Lab  # 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A bibliography and webliography of Arab Chicago 

By Boshra Jamali, Champaign, Illinois, and Kate Williams, U. of Illinois 
 
This Lab Note reflects the first stage of a three-year research project known as eChicago. This project is funded by the Institute for 
Museum and Library Services and the full title of the project is Chicago community informatics: Places, uses, resources. Our interest 
here is to examine the population of Chicago, in particular a subset of ethnicities and community areas, and analyze how these 
communities are navigating the digital age. Stage one is to understand the communities today and discover how they are represented 
in cyberspace. Thus our initial products include a webliography/bibliography on each community. 
Further work will entail surveying the communities for public access computing sites (Places), interviewing members of community 
organizations on how they use digital tools (Uses), and helping a subset of these groups create digital resources that represent their 
cultural heritage and identity (Resources). Our theoretical framework centers on social capital and social networks. 
 
The method employed in this bibliography/webliography was to 
search (1) the University of Illinois Library catalog and 
databases and (2) the Web, starting with Yahoo and Google but 
following all possible links. We worked in both English and 
Arabic combining the search terms Chicago, Arab, Arabic, 
Arabian, Islamic, along with history, language, health, women, 
Islamic centers, business, restaurant, food, seniors, technology,, 
sports, politics, attitude, music, communities, non profit 
organization, Palestinian and Lebanese. Additional search terms 
in Arabic included, for example: 

 شيكاغو 
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 – العمالة العربية في شيكاغو – العرب في شيكاغو –عرب
 – المطاعم العربية في شيكاغو –ربية في شيكاغو الصحافة الع

 السوريون في – اللبنانيون في شيكاغو –الفلسطينيون في شيكاغو 
.شيكاغو  

We defined “Arab” as “a member of an ethnic group which 
identifies as such on the basis of either genealogical or linguistic 
grounds, sometimes including Arabized populations.”i For the 
categories in the webliography, we adopted the 21 categories 
laid out in Alkalimat (2004) and added one more, Non-Profit 
Organizations. Resources were not found for each of the 22 
categories. Languages on the websites are indicated and where a 
particular country of origin in the Arab world seems to  

predominate in a resource, this is also indicated. 
This bibliography/webliography is a work in progress and will 
be updated. The urls listed reflect our recent search but are 
subject to change. If you know of missing items, we would 
appreciate hearing from you at the address below. 
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http://www.maschicago.org/home.html 
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English. http://www.iavcc.org/index.html 
CAIR Chicago. News about Muslims and their activities. In 
English. http://www.cairchicago.org/oldsite/ 
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http://www.angelfire.com/il2/PltWater/ 

الرحيم الرحمن االله بسم . [In the name of God.] List of Islamic centers 
in Chicago. In English. http://www.netnavigate.com/if 

الرحيم الرحمن االله بسم . [In the name of God.] Information on Islamic 
funeral arrangements in Chicago. In English. 
http://www.netnavigate.com/if/funeral.html 
Muslim Funeral Services, Inc. Islamic funeral arrangements. In 
English. http://www.muslimfuneralservices.com/ 
ICC. The Islamic Cultural Center of Greater Chicago. In 
English. http://www.icc-chicago.com/  
Hanania, Ray. History of Muslim and Christian Arabs in 
Chicago and the Middle East. In English. 
http://www.hanania.com/profiles/LittleArabia.htm 
The Reporter. “Arab American center proposes move to Ridge.” 
In English. http://www.thereporteronline.net/atf.php?sid=9298 
Aldustour. Newsletter that has article about Muslims in Chicago 
struggling to build a mosque. In Arabic. (Jordan). 
http://www.addustour.com/ViewArchiveTopic.aspx?ac=%5CAr
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Business 
Sultan’s Market. Restaurant serving Arab food. In English. 
http://chicagofalafel.com/ 
Ashraf, H. Michael. English–Arabic translation and interpreting, 
and consulting services. In English. (Egypt). http://arabic-
interpreter.com/ 
Andalous. Moroccan restaurant. In English. (Morocco). 
http://www.andalous.com/Home.asp 
Hanania, R. “Damage to the Arab American business 
community in Chicago and elsewhere.” In English. 
http://www.hanania.com/arabbiz.htm 
Restaurants in Chicago. List of restaurants serving Arab food in 
Chicago. In English. 
http://condor.depaul.edu/~wwolf/chicago/restaurants.html 

Labor 
Labor Advocate Online. Report on meeting of state and national 
unions, central labor councils, and other labor organizations in 
Chicago that discusses Arab issues. In English. 
http://www.kclabor.org/lap.htm 

Science and technology 
TechWadi. Discusses Sami Shalabi, the founder of Zingku, a 
mobile messaging solution provider. Shalabi is an Arab 
American high-tech entrepreneur based in Boston. In English. 
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http://search.yahoo.com/search;_ylt=A0geu6xuvp9HF4QBE4p
XNyoA?p=arab+labor+forum+chicago&fr=&ei=UTF-8 

Military 
NBC5.com. “Army recruiting Arab translators via billboards.” 
In English. 
http://www.nbc5.com/news/14085302/detail.html?rss=chi&psp
=news 

Law 
Arab-American Bar Association of Illinois. Provides legal 
advisory services to the community. The website includes some 
political articles. In English. http://www.arabbar.org/index.asp  

Language and literature 
Salem, Adel. Chicago-based author’s poems, articles, stories. In 
Arabic. (Palestine). 
http://www.adelsalem.com/spip.php?article143 
Learn4Good. Chicago-area school offering Arabic classes for 
business and personal purposes. In English. 
http://www.learn4good.com/great_schools/usa_illinois_chicago
_arabic_classes.htm 
The Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago. 
“Arabic teachers to teach in Chicago public schools.” In 
English. 
http://www.ciogc.org/pages/News/3416/pageDetailPB.html 
National Foreign Languages Center. List of institutes for Arabic 
language study in the U.S., including Chicago. In English. 
http://www.nflc.org/projects/current_projects/startalk/Arabic.php 
Sanders, S. “Lectureship strengthens commitment to Arabic 
language.” In English. 
http://chronicle.uchicago.edu/020509/ibnrushd.shtml 

Music 
Arabesque Musical Ensemble. Formerly the Chicago Classical 
Oriental Ensemble. In English. (Morocco, Egypt, Palestine, 
Syria). http://www.myspace.com/arabesquemusicensemble 
Abou-afach, Kinan. Biography of Arab musician. In English. 
(Syria). 
http://www.geocities.com/kinanabouafach/Biography.html 
Chicago Classical Music. Interview with the Egyptian violinist 
Mina Zikri. In English. (Egypt). 
http://www.chicagoclassicalmusic.org/Interview_with_Mina_Zikri 
World Music Central. Listing of performance of classical Iraqi 
music (Maqam) by Iraqi musicians in Chicago. In English. 
(Iraq). 
http://www.worldmusiccentral.org/article.php/20060105175410548 

Culture and Art 
Chicago Arabesque. Provides a great deal of information about 
Arabs in the U.S. and about a festival of Arabic culture in 
Chicago. In English. 
http://www.chicagoarabesque.com/index.htm 
University of Michigan. Announcement of poem and short play. 
In English with some Arabic. 
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/ac210web1/chicago_cultural_opport
unities 
Can TV. “Iraqi Art Gallery Chicago-Solidarity.” Video. In 
English. (Iraq). http://www.cantv.org/IraqiArt.htm# 

IRAQI ART. This gallery organizes exhibitions for Iraqi artists. 
In English. (Iraq). http://www.iraqi-art.com/mission/ 

Media 
Hanania, Ray. History and variety of news, including events, 
media, stories, interviews, and more. In English. (Palestine) 
http://www.hanania.com/index.html 
Arab American TV Online. Arabic TV, radio, and internet 
programming. In English. 
http://www.arabamericantvonline.com/  
Arab Journalism. Site intended as a networking tool for Arab 
American journalists around the country. In English. 
http://arabjournalists.blogspot.com/2006/07/internet-video-on-
demand-can-side-step.html 
Arab American Times. Online newspaper. In English. 
http://www.aatimesnews.com/contact.htm 
Hanania, R. “A community is only as strong as its ethnic 
media.” In English. 
http://www.mideastyouth.com/2007/08/29/a-community-is-
only-as-strong-as-its-ethnic-media/ 
Shabablek. Discussion of Ray Hanania and some of his 
programs in Chicago. In Arabic. 
http://www.shabablek.com/vb/archive/index.php/t-10947.html 
Campus Watch. Variety of information about Arab people in 
North America. In English. http://www.campus-watch.org 

Sports 
Arabian Knights Farms. Boarding, training, and sale of Arabian 
horses. In English. 
http://www.arabianknightsfarms.com/akf/index.htm 

Internet communications 
Arab American Association of Engineers and Architects 
(AAAEA). In English. http://www.aaaea.org/index.htm 
National Network for Arab American Communities (NNAAC). 
National network of independent Arab-American community-
based organizations. In English. 
http://www.nnaac.org/about/mission.htm 
Arab Chicago. Online bulletin boards and file sharing for Arab 
people in Chicago, including news and activities. In Arabic and 
English. http://www.arouri.net/arabamerica/index.php 

Nonprofit Organizations 
Chicago Lebanese Club. Promotes Lebanese culture and serves 
the Lebanese Community in and outside of Chicago. In English. 
(Lebanon). 
http://www.chicagolebaneseclub.org/aboutus.asp#History 
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