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(®North China Herald, May 25, 1889. PHOTO LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTING
IN SHANGHAL

Many hundreds of Chinese works have already been printed by steam in

Shanghai by the lithographic process. There are four or five establishments
and the circulation of the books thus produced is being pushed throughout
the country. The number of retail shops where they are sold is so great as
to show that the demand for books printed in this way is increasing...
A Kanghsi’s dictionary is sold at various prices, from a dollar and sixty
cents to three dollars. The character adopted is very small, too small for
comfort. Why the demand for characters of such a very small size should
have grown up it is difficult to see. Handsomely engraved editions on blocks
of this indispensable dictionary at prices varying from three dollars to fif-
teen are much more useful than these works of such very fine and close
printing. The buyers of these lithographed editions are students who have
young eyes and read fast. To them broad margins and large type are no
advantage and they prefer to have books in portable boxes suited for
travelling. All students have to travel and they like to take books with
them. .. This trade being wholesale supplies distant provinces, and depdts
are established for the sale of lithographed books at the Paternoster Row
of Peking known as Liu-li-chang, and especially at Chung-king the great
commercial emporium of Szechuan. There are also branch establishments in
other cities, such as Canton ; but the seat of the manufacture is Shanghai.
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@#1EE® PHOTO LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTING IN SHANGHAI

The Printing of Chinese books in Shanghai by lithography is rapidly becom-

ing an extensive branch of trade. The application of the steam engine to
this art has rendered it possible to keep four, five or more presses in oper-
ation at the same time, and so large an amount of work in the form of
printed sheets may be turned out by a single engine, that Chinese capitalists
find it profitable to invest money in this enterprise. The cheapness of the
books thus produced is a great recommendation in a country where reading
is a very common accomplishment. Another advantage is that the beauty
of good writing is better preserved on stone than on carved wood.
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