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Overview
This year, publications in Arabic Papyrology and neighbouring disciplines have 
tackled historical frameworks and developments that go far beyond descriptive 
editions of new documents – though the latter remain a crucial contribution to the 
field, as they provide new material for future research. The diverse material in this 
bibliography spans an extensive geographical area and a likewise wide historical 
time frame. With documents from Spain and Sicily in the West, to Arabia and 
Persia in the East, from the Byzantine up to the Ottoman era, an impressive range 
of historical, political, economic, social, and linguistic settings have been covered 
by the authors. Many contributions discuss times of transition and movement 
connected to political change, especially during Late Antiquity and the Umayyad 
era (12, 14, 15, 16, 33, 35, 61, 63), and the impact of the events on the authorities and 
administrative structures (20, 27, 46, 50, 56, 82, 83) that were established both on 
a higher state level (11, 24, 49), and on a local level (21, 22, 26, 34, 71, 85, 89, 90). 
Old and new elites and communities persisted (62), evolved (29, 70), or fought for 
their position; hierarchies of power, patronage, and loyalty were established or 
maintained (6, 8, 28, 40, 66, 67). Communities often dealt with economic change; 
economic history and financial matters are key factors to movements of or within 
communities and groups (10, 25, 55, 75, 76). Naturally, social cohesion, identity, 
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and coexistence make up the more subtle fabric that binds ethnic and religious 
groups together, as last year’s publications have clearly shown once again (17, 19, 
37, 39, 57, 78, 88, 91, 95). Legal documents show us how social ties were “officially” 
established and regulated (18, 41, 43, 48, 73, 77, 86, 92, 93, 97). Language, multi-
lingualism, and the deliberate choice of register are further decisive elements of 
group identity (2, 13, 23, 52, 69, 87). They are most clearly expressed in the stylis-
tics and strategies of letter-writing and diplomatics (1, 42, 45, 59, 72, 74, 79), and 
in more technical aspects of writing and composing texts manifest in palaeog-
raphy and general scribal practice and text transmission (31, 38, 60, 65, 68, 84, 
94). When narratives and (individual) texts or documents come together in man-
uscripts or books, we gain access to a more extensive record of scribal practice, 
text composition and structure (30, 80), and often information about the history 
of texts and/or manuscripts facilitates statements on literacy and book culture 
throughout the time our evidence covers (64). In this year’s bibliography, we see 
an impressive number of publications on book and manuscript culture, especially 
in Damascus (3, 4, 44) but also in other regions. Additionally, we get an impor-
tant insight into the lifecycle of documents and manuscripts through studies of 
archives or archival practices (both by intentional text collection and by build-up 
over time), collections, and other groups of material whose historical significance 
often lies in the connection(s) between the individual pieces (5, 7, 9, 32, 53, 54, 58). 
Case studies of distinct texts and genres enrich our perception of the production 
and transmission of knowledge over time (30, 36, 47, 51, 81).

Monographs

1.	 Diem, Werner, Arabische amtliche Nilbriefe: Ein Beitrag zur arabischen Kul-
turgeschichte, Epistolographie und Stilgeschichte des 12.‒15. Jahrhunderts. 
Arabische Literatur und Rhetorik – Elfhundert bis Achtzehnhundert, 7, 
Baden-Baden 2020.

2.	 Fournet, Jean-Luc, The Rise of Coptic: Egyptian Versus Greek in Late Antiq-
uity. The Rostovtzeff Lectures, Princeton: Princeton University Press 2020.

3.	 Hirschler, Konrad, A Monument to Medieval Syrian Book Culture: The library 
of Ibn ʿAbd al-Hādī. Edinburgh studies in Classical Islamic History and 
Culture, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press 2020. ‒ Hirschler’s book 
discusses the book endowment by Ibn ʿ Abd al-Hādī in late Mamluk Damascus. 
Ibn ʿAbd al-Hādī was a notary, landowner and book author from the Maqdisī 
family, the famous Ḥanbalī scholars who founded the Ṣāliḥiyya quarter in 
the outskirts of Damascus during the crusades. The particular interest of his 
book collection is that we have both the original list of endowed books, and 
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a substantial portion of the books mentioned on the list, which are still kept 
in the national library in Damascus. This probably makes it the best known 
Mamluk book endowment. Hirschler discusses different types of anno-
tations, particularly ownership and reading notes. The ownership remarks 
show that popular books, both during the Mamluk and Ottoman era, were 
frequently sold or stolen from endowments, re-sold and re-endowed, either 
to the same or a different endowment. The books now held by the national 
library were neither sold nor stolen, because their content and their physical 
appearance was not attractive. On the other hand, the reading notes show 
us that Ibn ʿAbd al-Hādī had a very particular collecting focus. He bought 
hadith booklets, some of them in a bad state of preservation, whose reading 
notes were often older than a hundred years and bound them into composite 
manuscripts, a process Hirschler calls “maǧmūʿization”. Obsolete docu-
ments, especially parchment, were often re-used as wrappers, but some texts 
are inserted because Ibn ʿAbd al-Hādī found them worth preserving. Another 
interesting point is that Ibn ʿAbd al-Hādī wrote his own books (about one per 
month) in the same script as the legal documents he wrote as a notary. After a 
two-hundred page introduction, 300 pages of the book consist of an updated 
translation of Ibn ʿAbd al-Hādī’s list of endowed books, the fihrist, with all 
the titles identified, as far as possible. (Sonego)

4.	 Al-Jallad, Ahmad (with a contribution by Ronny Vollandt), Damascus Psalm 
Fragment: Middle Arabic and the Legacy of Old Ḥigāzī, Chicago: The Oriental 
Institute of the University of Chicago, 2020.

5.	 Rustow, Marina, The Lost Archive: Traces of a Caliphate in a Cairo Syna-
gogue, Princeton: Princeton University Press 2020. ‒ This book is a bench-
mark in the field of diplomatics and writing history through material culture. 
The preservation of documents, their “travel” and ways into a library, raises 
the question of how Fatimid documents arrived at the Cairo Genizah. The 
research question led to conclusions on the nature of the Fatimid State on the 
grounds of the sophisticated statecraft displayed by the Fatimid administra-
tion, among other things. By studying the adoption of semiotics of Abbasid 
chanceries, Baghdad and Samarra, together with Fatimid semiotics that 
endured in many parts of the world, the diplomatics of documents, their lives, 
method of archiving in the Fatimid court, and the disposal of documents, the 
core of this exhaustive research, the author shows a way of writing history by 
letting material culture talk for itself. Thus, the common understanding that 
the pieces of documents were just reused parchments was not a sufficient 
explanation for the author, who saw, on the ontological value of decrees, a 
semiotic of the state apparatus reaching every single corner and subject of 
the realm. (Daga Portillo)
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6.	 Yarbrough, Luke, Friends of the Emir: Non-Muslim State Officials in Premod-
ern Islamic Thought, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2019. ‒ A lead-
ing-edge research of an interdisciplinary character. Dealing with the origins 
and elaboration of a prescriptive discourse concerning non-Muslim officials 
in the administration, Yarbrough finds it non-pertaining to dhimmi law. 
The historical contingency of a supposed Islamic norm is traced back to the 
Roman and Sasanian Empires. After situating the origins of the Islamic dis-
course in 8th/9th century Iraq due to rivalry between Muslim and non-Muslim 
elites, the process of ascribing the norm to Umar I and II and the cumulative 
character of the discourse is thoroughly described. The legal development of 
the discourse deserves a chapter, since, from being a minor theme in legal 
works, the discussion increased from the 12th century onwards. However, 
legal as well as literary works could carry the same prescriptive weight and 
responded to the same historical circumstances. The sociological approach 
opens up new horizons of research and puts into perspective the intertwining 
of social, political and normative issues, demonstrating the historical contin-
gency of alleged norms. (Daga Portillo)

Collected volumes

7.	 Aria Torres, Juan Pablo/Espejo Arias, Teresa (eds.), La coleción de docu-
mentos árabes del Archivo Histórico Provincial de Granada: Estudio, edición y 
facsímil digital, Granada: Junta de Andalucía, Consejería de Cultura y Patro-
monio Histórico 2020. ‒ A codicological, paleographical, and textual study 
with facsimiles of 22 documents (21 from 15th century Nasrid Granada and 
one from Tetuán) held in the Archivo Histórico Provincial de Granada. 15 doc-
uments on paper and two parchments are notary deeds (11 sales contracts, 
three inheritance cases, one certificate of possession, one legal mandate with 
commutative contract) and were edited with corresponding Spanish summa-
ries. The remaining five documents are private (accounts, a letter, a list of 
debts, and a religious treaty). The authors present a thorough chemical anal-
ysis of inks and papers used in the documents. (Ženka)

8.	 Conermann, Stephan/Şen, Gül (eds.), Slaves and Slave Agency in the 
Ottoman World. Ottoman Studies/Osmanistische Studien 7, Köln: Bonn Uni-
versity Press 2020.

9.	 DʼOttone, Arianna/Hirschler, Konrad/Vollandt, Ronny (eds.), The 
Damascus Fragments: Towards a History of the Qubbat al-khazna Corpus 
of Manuscripts and Documents. Beiruter Texte und Studien 140, Würzburg: 
Ergon 2020.
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10.	 Faucher, Thomas (ed.), Money Rules!: The Monetary Economy of Egypt, from 
Persians until the Beginning of Islam. Bibliothèque d’études 176, Cairo: Insti-
tut français d’archéologie orientale 2020.

11.	 Hagemann, Hannah-Lena/Heidemann, Stefan (eds.), Transregional and 
Regional Elites ‒ Connecting the Early Islamic Empire. Studies in the History 
and Culture of the Middle East 36. Berlin/Boston: de Gruyter 2020.

12.	 Huebner, Sabine R./Garosi, Eugenio/Marthot-Santaniello, Isabelle,/
Müller, Matthias/Schmidt, Stefanie/Stern, Matthias (eds.), Living the End 
of Antiquity: Individual Histories from Byzantine to Islamic Egypt. Millenium 
Studies 84, Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter 2020. ‒ The book collects informa-
tion of how the “big events” during the transition from Byzantine to Arabic/
Islamic Egypt affected the lives of local communities and individuals on a 
daily and personal level. The introduction discusses concepts like epochal 
change and transition, questioning historical boundaries as well as the range 
of textual evidence that scholars have used to describe the events in question. 
The main part is divided into three broad sections according to the surround-
ings in which individuals could experience and live changed circumstances: 
1. Authorities and how they worked, be they private, like landowners, or 
state-organised, like governors and scribes, including discussions on social 
elites. 2. Village authorities and local elites, the link between state authority 
and local society. 3. Daily lives and how change was felt individually by dif-
ferent social groups. (Bsees)

13.	 Kaplony, Andreas/Potthast, Daniel (eds.), From Barcelona to Qom: 
Aramaic, South Arabian, Coptic, Arabic and Judeo-Arabic Documents. Islamic 
History and Civilization 178, Leiden: Brill 2021. ‒ A unique book that gathers 
key studies on diplomatics. The Pre-Islamic tradition of diplomatics is repre-
sented by Aramaic documents from Achaemenid Bactria, Semitic documents 
on wooden sticks, South Arabian and Coptic fragments from the National 
Library of Egypt (Dār al-Kutub). Early Arabic Papyri, Fāṭimid and Mamluk 
documents have their own review. (Daga Portillo)

14.	 Langelotti, Micaela/Rathbone, Dominic (eds.), Village Institutions in Egypt 
from Roman to Early Arab Rule. Proceedings of the British Academy 231, 2020.

15.	 Marsham, Andrew (ed.), The Umayyad World, London: Routledge 2020.
16.	 Preiser-Kapeller, Johannes/Reinfandt, Lucian/Stouraitis, Yannis (eds.), 

Migration Histories of the Medieval Afroeurasian Transition Zone: Aspects of 
Mobility between Africa, Asia and Europe, 300–1500 C.E., Studies in Global 
Social History 39. Leiden: Brill 2020.

17.	 Salvesen, Alison/Pearce, Sarah/Frenkel, Miriam (eds.), Israel in Egypt: The 
Land of Egypt as Concept and Reality for Jews in Antiquity and the Early Medie-
val Period. Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity 110, Leiden: Brill 2020.
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Papers

18.	 ʿAbd al-Raḥmān, Muḥammad Naṣr/ Anas, Muḥammad Ašraf, “ʿAqdā 
zawāǧ fī waṯīqa ġayr manšūra min waṯāʾiq al-ḥaram al-qudsī al-šarīf,”An-
nales Islamologiques (AnnIs) 53 (2020): 299‒325. ‒ Edition and study of a 
paper document from the Ḥaram collection in Jerusalem (No. 646). The paper 
is written on both sides and contains two marriage contracts and subse-
quent repudiation belonging to a freed woman called Zumurrud, who lived 
in Jerusalem in the latter half of the 8th/14th century. All deeds date between 
791/1389 and 793/1391. (Younes)

19.	 Arad, Dotan, ““In the Wilderness of Their Enemies”: Jewish Attitudes 
Towards the Muslim Space in Light of a Fifteenth-Century Genizah Letter,” 
in: Salvesen, Alison/Pearce, Sarah/Frenkel, Miriam (eds.), Israel in Egypt: 
The Land of Egypt as Concept and Reality for Jews in Antiquity and the Early 
Medieval Period, Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity 110, Leiden: Brill 
2020, 640‒648.

20.	 Barański, Tomasz, “The Arabic Text of SPP VIII  1198 and its Significance 
for the Study of Arabisation of the Egyptian Administration”, Journal of Juris-
tic Papyrology 49 (2019): 17‒30. ‒ Edition of the Arabic part of P.Vind.inv. G 
1185, a bilingual Arabic-Greek tax receipt (Greek text published as SPP VIII 
1198) issued by the tax official ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Abī ʿAwf. By comparing 
the remainders of the Arabic dating formula with the indiction date in the 
Greek part of the papyrus, it can be inferred that the document was written 
in 709 ‒ and not in the second half of the 7th century as had been previ-
ously hypothesized. This new evidence strongly suggests that the indiction 
date on another bilingual tax receipt issued by ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān (SB XVIII 
13771) should now be interpreted as 707. The document thus corroborates 
the impression that the Arabicization of tax assessment and collection prac-
tices only began to take firmer roots in Egypt well into the Marwanid period.  
(Garosi)

21.	 Berkes, Lajos/Gonis, Nikolaos, “Monastic Wine Distributions in the Eighth 
Century: Papyri from the Catholic University of America”, Journal of Coptic 
Studies (JCS) 22(2020): 1‒27.

22.	 Berkes, Lajos/Claytor, W. Graham, “Requisitions for the Conquering Arabs: 
two more Letters from Hypatios to Senouthios”, Zeitschrift für Papyrolo-
gie und Epigraphik (ZPE) 216 (2020): 251‒257. ‒ Edition of P.Lond. inv. 1300 
and 1320. These are two Greek letters from the mid-7th-century Hermopolite 
nomos addressed by Hypatios to the administrator Senouthios and belong in 
the latter’s homonymous archive. The documents contain accounts on the 
collection of revenues in nature and money. Prosopographical as well as con-
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textual evidence suggests that Arab troops were the intended beneficiaries of 
the requisitions. (Garosi)

23.	 Berkes, Lajos/Vanthieghem, Naïm, “Maṭar and Metron in Papyri: The 
Greek Origin of an Arabic Measure”, Journal of Juristic Papyrology 49 (2019): 
31‒40.

24.	 Berkes, Lajos/Vanthieghem, Naïm, “Notes on the Careers of Nāǧid b. 
Muslim and ʿAbd al-Malik b. Yazīd”, Chronique d’Egypte (CdÉ) 95/189 (2020): 
154‒161. ‒ Emendations of P.Vindob. inv. A.P.  1944 verso (= P.DiemAmtli-
cheSchreiben 1) and KSB II 912, both of which can now be assigned to the 
dossier of the pagarch of the Herakleopolite (728–729) and Arsinoite (ca. 730–
743) nomos Nāǧid b. Muslim. The first papyrus is a draft of a letter by the 
pagarch of the Herakleopolite ʿAbd al-Malik b. Yazīd (fl. 751/752), containing 
instructions to a subordinate in response to a request by Nāǧid. The second 
is a Coptic letter addressed in Nāǧid’s name to village officials in the Fayyūm 
and, up to now, the only known Coptic item in his dossier. The article further 
contains an edition of P.Vindob. inv. A.P. 1944 recto, a bilingual Greek-Arabic 
list of villages in the Herakleopolite and their tax payments. (Garosi)

25.	 Bouderbala, Sobhi/Fenina, Abdelhamid, “Fiscalité et pratiques monétaires 
dans l’Égypte pré-fatimide à la lumière des documents papyrologiques et 
numismatique”, in: Faucher, Thomas (ed.), Money Rules!: The Monetary 
Economy of Egypt, from Persians until the Beginning of Islam. Bibliothèque 
d’études 176, Cairo: Institut français d’archéologie orientale, 2020, 393‒410.

26.	 Boud’hors, Anne, “Situating the Figure of Papas, Pagarch of Edfu at the 
End of the Seventh Century: The Contribution of the Coptic Documents”, in: 
Huebner, Sabine R./Garosi, Eugenio/Marthot-Santaniello, Isabelle/Müller, 
Matthias/Schmidt, Stefanie/Stern, Matthias (eds.), Living the End of Antiq-
uity: Individual Histories from Byzantine to Islamic Egypt. Millenium Studies 
84, Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter 2020, 63–72.

27.	 Bruning, Jelle, “A Call to Arms: An Account of Ayyubid or Early Mamluk 
Alexandria”, al-ʿUṣūr al-Wusṭà 28 (2020): 74‒115.

28.	 Bruning, Jelle, “Slave Trade Dynamics in Abbasid Egypt: The Papyrological 
Evidence”, Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient (JESHO) 
63 (2020): 682‒742. ‒ In this article, Bruning discusses the organisation and 
mechanism of the slave trade in Abbasid Egypt based largely on papyrolog-
ical evidence. The article presents the edition of five unpublished Arabic 
papyri, i.e., four personal and commercial letters (P.CtYBR inv. 2667; P.CtYBR 
inv. 2669; P.Ryl. inv. B III 10 (A) verso; P.Cam. inv. Mich.Pap.A. 113) and a con-
tract recording the sale of a Nubian slave woman (P.Cam. inv. Mich.Pap.Q. 6), 
all dated on palaeographical grounds to the third-fourth/ninth-tenth centu-
ries. Because of their quotidian nature, the letters offer invaluable informa-
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tion about the daily business of slave traders and the commercial dynamics 
at slave markets. A very solid papyrological publication with a comprehen-
sive socio-historical analysis. (Younes)

29.	 Bruning, Jelle/Younes, Khaled M., “An Arabic Papyrus Recording the 
Lineage of ʿAmr b. al-ʿĀṣ”, Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists 
(BASP) 57 (2020): 9‒17.

30.	 Bsees, Ursula, “The Second Source of Islam: Reconsidering Ḥadīth Papyri,” 
in: Kaplony, Andreas/Potthast, Daniel (eds.) From Barcelona to Qom: 
Aramaic, South Arabian, Coptic, Arabic and Judeo-Arabic Documents. Islamic 
History and Civilization 178, Leiden: Brill 2021, 73‒116. ‒ The oldest origi-
nal sources for ḥadīth are Arabic papyri ‒ literary sources appear after the 
9th century. Here, Bsees presents an excellent study of five papyri of the 
Vienna collection. She analyses the script and its style and the Sitz im Leben 
(setting in life) of the text, e.g. by whom and for what purpose they were 
used: Angular writing, similar to Kūfi or Ḥijāzī script, appropriate for reli-
gious texts, and especially the Qurʾān, was meant to be used in ḥadīth papyri. 
However, like the case of P.Vind.inv.A.P.6666v, the scribe could not keep the 
style for the whole document. Some papyri show marks of orality. The prefer-
ence for thematic, muṣannaf-structure versus line of transmission, musnad, 
is shown in this edition (by the 9th century the musnad structure had been 
established). The edited papyrus are: 1.P.Vind.inv.A.P.6666v, 9th century, 
about excesses of piety. 2.P.Vind.inv.A.P.10128, 8th/9th centuries about regu-
lations of prayer and behaviour in a mosque. 3.P.Vind.inv.A.P.10129, 8th/9th 
centuries on the superiority of ʿAlī, reflecting a current discussion in Egypt. 
4.P.Vind.inv.A.P.1603, 9th century on night-supplications and supplication to 
ʿAlī, where it is shown that Sunni and Shīʿa ḥadīth were common material at 
an early stage. 5.P.Vind.inv.A.P. 10126–10134, 8th century on supplicating for 
a cure and subsistence with quotations from Jesus. (Daga Portillo)

31.	 Cellard, Éléonore, “The Written Transmission of the Qurʾan During Umayyad 
Times: Contextualising the Codex Amrensis 1”, in: Marsham, Andrew (ed.) 
The Umayyad World, London: Routledge 2020, 438‒462. ‒ A study of several 
folios of the so-called “Codex Amrensis” Qurʾān manuscript, very likely kept 
in the mosque of ʿAmr b. al-ʿĀṣ, hence its name. The author gives a short 
history of the manuscript, a detailed account of its paleography, and a codico-
logical and textual analysis (aided by highly informative figures and tables). 
The author then compares the codex to other, similar Qurʾān manuscripts 
and concludes with remarks on the manuscript’s transmission history and to 
what scribal background its characteristics might point. (Bsees)

32.	 Chepel, Elena Y./Miroshnikov, Ivan/Shavrin, Jan, “Папирусы из 
собрания Музея истории Пермского университета: предварительные 
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результаты изучения: Papyri from the collection of the Museum of History 
of Perm University: preliminary results of the study”, Egypt and Neighbour-
ing Countries 1 (2020): 32–44. ‒ After providing insights into the history of 
Greek Papyri collections in Russia and offering an overview of Greek and 
Arabic papyri at the Pushkin State Museum for Fine Art in Moscow, Chepel 
and Shavrin focus on the papyri collection held at the Museum of History 
of Perm University. Being a former part of the papyrus collection of the 
Pushkin State Museum for Fine Art in Moscow until 1919, the University of 
Perm bought the collection no later than 1923 and it is now a part of the Art 
Department in the Museum of History of Perm University. The article itself 
presents a relatively small number of about 30 papyri (Hieratic: 2, Demotic: 
5, Coptic: 5, Greek: 14, bilingual: 2) of the collection, in which the Greek and 
the Coptic papyri form the largest part. Nonetheless it is of great significance 
– for both the Russian-speaking research community and others – in drawing 
attention to rather unknown, hardly accessible, papyri collections in Russia.  
(Hradek)

33.	 Coghill, Edward, “How the West was Won: Unearthing the Umayyad History 
of the Conquest of the Maghrib”, in: Marsham, Andrew (ed.), The Umayyad 
World, London: Routledge 2020, 539‒570.

34.	 Cromwell, Jennifer, “A Village Scribe on the Eve of Change,” in: Huebner, 
Sabine R./Garosi, Eugenio/Marthot-Santaniello, Isabelle/Müller, Matthias/
Schmidt, Stefanie/Stern, Matthias (eds.), Living the End of Antiquity: Individ-
ual Histories from Byzantine to Islamic Egypt. Millenium Studies 84, Berlin/
Boston: De Gruyter 2020, 129–140.

35.	 Dar, Alon, “…  So that the Descendants of the Descendants [of the Muslims] 
May Profit by It”: ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb, the Muslim Army and the Deci-
sion not to Divide the Lands of Alexandria”, in: Huebner, Sabine R./Garosi, 
Eugenio/Marthot-Santaniello, Isabelle/Müller, Matthias/Schmidt, Stefanie/
Stern, Matthias (eds.), Living the End of Antiquity: Individual Histories from 
Byzantine to Islamic Egypt. Millenium Studies 84, Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter 
2020, 49–62.

36.	 D’Ottone, Arianna, “Unpublished Exemplars of Block-Printed Arabic 
Amulets from the Qubbat al-Khazna”, in: DʼOttone, Arianna/Hirschler, 
Konrad/Vollandt, Ronny (eds.), The Damascus Fragments: Towards a History 
of the Qubbat al-khazna Corpus of Manuscripts and Documents. Beiruter 
Texte und Studien 140, Würzburg: Ergon 2020, 409‒438. ‒ The article pro-
vides an edition and translation of two block prints that are part of the corpus 
of 200,000 documents that were kept in a dome of the Umayyad Mosque in 
Damascus until most of them were brought to Istanbul in 1917. The two block 
prints, along with most of the corpus, are now in the Museum of Turkish 
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and Islamic Art. The first of these (shelf-mark YAZMA in bundle no. 13327), 
probably made in the fourth/tenth century, contains an illustration with the 
Prophet’s pulpit to the left, his tomb to the left, and one of the gardens of Par-
adise in the centre, a motif later widely used in al-Jazūlīʼs Dalāʾil al-khayrāt. 
The second block print (shelf-mark YAZMA in bundle no. 13327) contains an 
illustration with a khamsa depicted as the back of a left hand within an archi-
tectural form from which lamps hang. The texts in the two block prints are 
exclusively texts from the Qurʾān, which is unusual. Presumably, both docu-
ments were produced in Syria. The article ends with valuable and well-docu-
mented references to Islamic block prints in general. (Thomann)
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