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Paper read by Dean R. C. Weems before \

ISU ! AA}&«- _ an edicational group, which gives rather
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d period of war. g \
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WARTIME ADJUSTHENT IN THE COLLEGES o) ey \
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to appear beforo you this morning to talk upon the wartime sdjustments in
the colleges, He would wndoubtedly have brought you a most im mes-
mebmahehukapb inu,lc;somhvith dﬁwlupnmts in Washington, and
for wexty moths he has devoted much of kis ime to the study of the functions
of Mssissippi Colleges in ware -
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d‘thoir camplete faoilities to'the federal government for the W
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what we heve done and ere doing will serve to illustrate the progreme in ef-
fect et other colleges.

By teking Mississippi State College as an illustrative cese, I do nob
mean to imfer in the slightest that other colleges have not done as ymuchs
Colleges as a group have beem extremely alert to their obligetions in wars
0f gourse, in using Mississippi State as smn illustretive cese, we shall have
%o beer in mind thet meuy institutions have their war cbligetions to fulfill
in & different weys All girl institutions, liveral arts colleges, privete,
and denominstional colleges msturally heve followed differemt pstiernse How-
evor, in generel the collsges hawe responded similarly to the war emergency.
At Mississippl Stete College, as early ss July, 1940, Vocationel De
fense Training work wes esteblished in cooperstion with the Stete Vocational
Board %o train men in arc welding, machine shop, foundry, end drefting.
This work utilized virtuanlly sll of the excess fmeilities of the college then
availebles The program hes been highly successful end hes since July, 19L0,
turned out over five hundred skilled workers for wer industry end is today
opereting twenty-four hours e day in & eontinous progreme

As early as Septembor, 19L0, the Behool of Imginecring begen to estabw
lish training courses, both on end off the cempus, for the training of en-
ghminﬁ. These courses were offered with the eooperetion of the United
Stetos Office of Lducation, This progrem was later expsnded to include
Sclence and Business Administration end to date has trained over 3,000
studentse

Tamediabtely following Pearl Harbor, Mississippi Stete College eltered
its poliey of education es usuele Agreements were drawn up with the Nawy
for essisting in the training of nmvel flying officers, reguler neval of=
“floers, and apprentice sesmen, They specified certain courses whieh wore to



be offered to these men who were members of the Havael Reserwe, Similar
cooperation was esteblished with the Marine Corp Reserve, The Civiliem
Pilot Training Program which wes alreedy in operation in a limited wey was
expanded further. A war Serwvice Committee, of which President Humphrey was
chairmen, wes established, This emﬂ.ﬁtm consisted of representetives of
all branches of the college including persons in charge of water, food,
sanitetion, power plants, dormitories, and traffic. The purpose of this
committee was to cooperate with all locel and area defense agencies snd es~
pecially with the Office of Civilien Defense, Responsibilities for all/ types
of emergencies were definitely established and, should the need arise, this
organization can be instantly moblized for the protection of the college and
assisting in the protection of adjoining communities, War Bond Drives were
conducted by the eollege in eooperation with Oktibbeha County, end the ten
per cent quota was guiekly pledged.

It did not take long to realize that these efforts, althmgh extremely
.‘myortaﬁt » had to be supplemented by & more aggressive college war programs
There followed the adoption of a twelve month continual education plan where~
by a studeal by making use of his summer vecation, and his spring wvacation,
and & pert ~f his Christmes vacation would be able to sccelerate his educa=
tion by approximately fifty per cents Three semester's work could be taken
in & yoar instead of the usual two. The additional semesters became & part
of the regular college yeare. It wes in mo sense a "Summer School", the full
steff remained on dutys The success of this plan has been demostrated by
the fact thet at no time throughout the swmer has the enrollment fallen be~
low one thowsand students. In Januwary of this year, as meny Mississippi
State College students will be gradusted as in a normel Jume.

Wext upon the list of wartime sctions was the n.hblw of com=
pulsory physical educetion for all students, freshmen, tophm.;mru, Juniors,
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end seniors alikes The results have been most gretifying. Students, while
complaining at firat;, now appreciate the fact that the treining we are giving
will aseist them to begome better fighting mens This physical educetion
progrem bears little resembance to the old freshman physical educetion
classes which in many cases were too easy. Students engage in some foms of
hard exercise at least three days a week., Our owm Military Depertment ad-
ministers some of the classes upon & basis of regular army standards. Others
ere administered through the Department of Physical Educatione Through its
Reserve Officerts Training Corp unit, which has been established for/many
years, Mississippi Stete College is now graduating officers who are better
fit physically at a rete of i‘if‘ky per cent above that of previous years.
Through its established educstional channels, professionally trained
men in agrieulture, science, engineerinz, business, and education are being
turned out fifty per cent faster and in so much better physical condition
as to lessen considerably the job of conditioning them in the armed forces.
During the sumer months the college cooperated actively with the Army
Enlisted Reserve Program in the reecruiting end selection of officer naterial
from emong its studemtss The army will be saved much trouble in the seleetion
of men for Officer Training, Through Hﬁﬁ sutomatieally fumetioning cammitttee,
those outstanding students who in the opinion of the committee are officer
meteriel are recormended to the War Department, This is in eddition to the
rogular Reserve Officerts Training Corps memtioned ebove which is continuslly
turning out officer esmidatess While it hefl been early foreseen that the war
effort could make use of +h> physical plant of the college, ineluding dormie-
tories, classrooms, and dining facilities; and while invitations hed been
extended to war agencies to make use of our facilities, it was not wmtil

spring that visiting inepectors begen to come in large numbers. During the
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apﬂa; and gumer, though, & great neny cormittees and comuissions represonte
ing a1l branches of the armed forces visited the college and from these visits
there develsped soveral worthly enterprises.

The first of these to be esteblished was the Radlio School for the United
States Army Signal Corp, which is a joint undertaking emong the State Vooa=
tional Bosrd, the Civil Service, and the United States Army. Trainees are
rooruited tlrough the Civil Service and all these in Class l=A ere autamaticale
w"pm@a in the United Stetes Army Signal Corp; others go into defense jobs.
Approximetely five umdred students are now enrolled, and thlg/mbw will be
inereused to nine hundred within a short while, Students live in the college
dormitories and eat in the gollege cafeteria and dining rooms. All cleas-
roams ere furnished by the colleges

A geocnd wisiting board from the United States Army Air Corps reported
favorably upon & Glider Pilok's Schools Already a considerable number have
reported and a total of one hundred and fifty glider pilots will be in traine-
ing within a few days at the Sterkville Airport about three miles southwest
of the cempuse College dormitories, elsssroome, and dinning rooms will be
m by these students. ‘

A tm:-a visiting cormission representing the Adjutent General's Office

5 i mm;m for an Officerts Training wolms.ehﬂu‘umw

750 men and which will open within & month. College c.lusrqm, dining
fmoilities, and dormitory facilities will ssmin be utilised, In these cases
just wentioned, all tesching persomnel and administrative persomnel is pro=-
vided by the egencies cuming to the college, thus leaving the regular college
students the same type of instruction to which they have been accustomed.
College students will have first choloe of dormitory rooms, but those nok



needed are made available to membors of the armed forces, or to defense traine
ing olassess Contrsets with some of these sgencies ¢all for their talking
over the rooms as the gollege enrollment is reduced by draft end volunteecrs.

Within the last few weelts as the netional policy has become more end
more ome of a large scele eerly offensive sction, still further steps have
been teken by Mississippi Statec College to make its course of sction conform
to the pattern. Beginning irmediately, all able budied male students will
be required to take eight hours per week of militery classes amd drills ine
stead of five hours required bhefore,

Students not teking military science will be required to schedule an
additional class of a del'emse nature, Other steps toward coopersting with
the new natiomal pabtiern are being teken. Already, our plans are under way
for the eliminaetion ?t' all motions not contributing directly to the wer ef=
forts Courses thet gannot justify themselves upon & wer basis will be droped
from the eurriculume The time for the turning out of & finished soldier or
technical man must somchow be shortened still further, end yet we must also
find time to give him a largor amount than ever of military training, ex-
perience, and body building exercises. Just how we shall meet these addi-
tional problems remains to be seem, but if past experience is an indicetion,
I am sure that they will be met Ly Mississippl State College and our other
Mississippi Colleogese
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