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UNITED STATES DEPARTHINT OF AGRICULIVAE
State Agricultura) Kobilization Committes
Poat Office Jox 1251
Jackson, Kississippi
Jaruary 15, 1552

MINUTZS OF MEETING
oF
STATE AGRICULTURAL MOBILIZATION COMMITTER
Date: Jamary 10, 1952

Flace: Offices of Nissisaipvi Duployment sam-uy cou:lulnn
109} North State Strect, Jackson, Kississipp:

Herdors present:

C+ Lo Neill, Chairzan, PMA, Jackaon

¥. J. Eurst, Farn Credit Administration, Jackson

1. I, Security Commiseion, Jackeon

2. A. » Bureau of Agricultural Xconcuics, Oulfport

T, 3. Faf stration, Jackson

Don Tehola (revresenting Somwell Stovens), Kissisaippt Fars Surem:
Tedorntion, Juekson

Dr. Clay Iyle, Division of Agriculture, State College

K. G, ¥iold and J. T. Oaldwell, Jr. (representins J. R. Owens), Fertiliser

Advisory Committes, Jackaon
J.+ B Weatherly (revrescnting James Orsig), Statc Forest Service, Jaskson
J. A Eardy, PMA Stato Committes, Columbus
G. A. Hopson, PMA State Comaittcos, Michigan City
LeRoy P. Percy, PMA State Committee, Greenville
J+ M. Scosions, PM' State Committec, Woodville
T. M. Potternon, Sccrotary, PHA, Jaclkson

Members absont:

W. Ji. Garrard, Jr., Delta Council, Indianoln .

J. 5. Ssith, Federsl Crop Insurance Corporstion, Jeckson .

C. B, Andors, Soil Conservation Service, Jackson k i

. . Dusilvin, U. S. Forest Service, Jackson

W. G. Pruce, Agricultural Rosesrch Administration, Gulfport

I. L. Zageen, Masiiaioed Gottansced Grushers esaiation. Jagkam
Re Tvans, Missiseippl Scodsmon's Association, Grocrwood

c'hm-lu MeKcil, Miwsiseipri Podcratod Cooperatives, Jackson

H. I, Neuldin, Vocational Pducatior, Jacksan

51 Corlay, Statc Departaont of Agriculture, Jeckson

+ Nartin, Rural Zleetrification Adsinistration, Flora

Others prosent:

G. B+ Cameron,
lane Hert, Mi
Tusns Eootnkrans, Pxtonslon Service, Suaté Collags
G 4- Barnott, P Ficldnan, Starkyille

§- ¥ Bernott, P4 Ficliran, How Adoy 5
T. K. Parron, FHA Fioldman, Indiancla
§. ¥. Simecll, PI Ficldzan, Jeckson N

¥ 7. Johnson, PW. Pleldnan, Hatticeburg
Juanits Torry, P, Jackeon

Miaxiasiyot Bmlayaont Sccurlty Comstasion, Jacksen
Ansipod Imployment Socurity Conmdesion, Jackson




2-Hinutes of Stato Agricultural Nobilimation Comaitteo-1/10/52

The mooting was called to order by the ohairmen at 10105 a.z.

Wr. C. 3. Camcron, Exceutive Director of the Missiesivpi Employsent Security
Commission, wolcomcd mcubers of the committoo and oxprosscd appreciation
of the opportunity of woring with this group of ageneics which ero inter-
ested in ngriculturo. Mr. Camcron called attontion to the importance of
rospeoting the rights of statcs in the work of Fodorsl-Statc Bgcrclcs such
88 the Nississippd Imploymont Bocurity Commission., Ho pointed up momc of
probloms with which ks agorcy is concerncd, perticularly sigratory lador.
Ho strossod the nocd for maiding full usc of domostic labor and climinating
as nearly as possiblo mse of Nexican labor. He paid tritutc to those in
the ferm ploccment sorvice of his organization who, through thelr intcrest
in agricvlture, have been responsible for the fino progress medc in this
ficl4, Wr. Comeron stated thot solutions of for: mampowcr probleas could
not have gotten to first bese if it had mot boen for tho help given by
other ngoncies interested in mgriculturc and ho said that it wes this atti-
tude of cooperation vhich is responsible for the progress boing sade in
forn prograss.

¥r. R. L. Sullivan, Dircetor of the Enplayment Service Division of the Kie-
sissippl Employmcrt Security Comiesiow, prosented an organizational chart
of the Commission and oxplaincd 1% bricfly. Ho pointod out that statc
offices erc romponsible to regionel offices which im turn are rospozsitle
o ¥oshington ard that although nll eduinistrative funds come frou tho
Federnl Governzent, thoss furde are adrinistered snd expended by the stutcs.
He stated that the two oain functions of tho Comxdasion arc to find employ-
ment for job scokors and dring then togethcr with explayers who arc seekdng
workors, and to makc inmurence paynests to workors who are uncaploy
through no fault of tholr ovn. Nr. Sullivan stoted that sinco plncement of
farn workors is onc of tho dutics of thc Euployment Scrvice, his agenoy is
anxicus to cooperatc with the Stato Agricultural Mobilization Committec in
cvery woy possiblos

Forn Bquipncnt Conscrvation

Tho ehnirnnn cosplizentcd the Fxtenmion Service, Yoeationsl igriculture,
and ovoryon who hng worked with frroors in tho farn oquipnent conservation
prosran. Althoush it nopears that mllocations of materials noodod in tho
sanufacture of ferm snchiners will not bo too tight for the first two quar-
ters of 1952, there are indieations that the situntion may bo mch vorse

in six or oight months. Tho Stato Agricultural Mobilization Commitice urged
the Extcnaton Servico, Yacationsl Agriculture, end otficre to contimic tholr
cfforts to assist fornora in conservation of the oachinery thoy have and in
securing roplacenonts whera ncedod.

Insecticide Situstion

Dr. Clay yle, Dircotor of Division of Asrieulturs, Statc Collcge, reported
that the eupnly of cotton and livostock insecticides scezs to be fairly
ndequate. Becmise no one knows whot tho desand will be, pricos on 1nsecti-
cidos hove gore down 25 to 3% in the lnat month ond it was pointed out
thet now ia certednly the tise for farcera to buy thelr insccticides.




3-Mirutcs of Statc Agricultursl Mobilization Corzdttcc-1/10/52

Sulphur {8 tho only naterial for which there probably will Bo a sorious
shortage, but sinco the usc of mulphur in cokton insccticides is not recon-
nended for M ipri by the Mississippi Statc Exporimcnt Stotion, this
will not present such a groat problen in Mississippi. It wes pointed out
thet onc of the rensons tho dexerd for imsecticidos is very ssall at the
present tine is the fact that in many oroas farners hove on hard e consider-
sblo supply loft fron lost year. The Gtate Agricultural Hobilization Coo-
Sitteo Tequested that county mobilization connittocs bo motificd to urgs
farzora to purchaso the inscoticides thoy will seed at as carly date while
tho price is down.

Fertilizer Situnt

#r. J. . Caldwell, Jr., ond Mr. M. G. Picld prosentsd the storege problen
facing fortilizer morufacturerss Thoy pointod out that forucre' lack of
interest in tholr fortilizer nocds for next year has rceultod in mo demand
for fortiliser at the presont time. Consoquently, fertilizor mazmufacturcrs
have usod ll avallabl, storsge space And Arc now faced with the possibility
of having to cancel ordors for basic muterinls boonusc they haws no

to storc their product. Unless farcers begin immodiately to purchase sose
fortilizer, it wes prodictcd thet there will o a serious shartago of mized
£oods around Jorch 1 when ferncrs really nood it. Factors contributing to
the lack of intoreot on the part of farsers in tho imncdiate purchaso of
fortiliser ares

1. Farpers arc undecided about scronge to de planted to cotton
bocouse they do mot Jmow whnt price they can expect to receive
for the 1952 crops

2

Cost of profuction of the 1951 cotton crop was B groat that
even though faruers recolvel a good price for cotton, they do
not bave the coney to buy their fertilizer for next year after
11 cxpenses of the 1951 crop have boen paids

3. Sode farmers fecl that the supply of fortilizer is adoqunta and
there 1a no neod to uy it now; they got all thoy wantol lnst
Feor ond thirk 4t can ho donc agnin this year.

Attention was callod to the fmct that fertilisor prices have gono up lass
proportionately than any other comodity farsers buye Hesbera of the Coo-
mittes fclt that this fact showlé be publicized. Tho Btetc Agriculturel
¥obilization Cormittoo requested thot county mobilization comdttees be
askod to urge farncrs $6 buy their fortiliscr as soon ns possible, thus
elininating the pousidility of n fortilizor shortago at planting tines

Lehor Situntion

Hr. Lanc Eort, Chiof of tho Prograns and Hothods Section of the Enployront
Service Divisior, presented a “ricf amalysis of tno lavor situntion in
Kisstusippl, Ho yointed out thet according to figures dovolopod iu his
denartnont, 1,230,250 acres of cotton for the Dolta can be choppod

tho mvailablc labor surwly and without icporting any Mexican mor.




L jimutes of Statc Agricultural Wobilization Comdtteo-1/10/52

Estoblishnont of a branch office in Morphis has sade availsdlc to the Delta
& large lohor forco which will offsct tho usc of Mcxican lrbor for tile
activity; last fall approximatoly 2000 workers werc aveilablo fron th

arce compared with sbout 250 the proviocus year. It sppears, howevor, that
this ecreago of cotton cannot bo pickod unlces lsbor is swilsble fron sme
source not now knowns It is believed that 1,100,000 acres of cotton for

the Deltn ns roconmended by the Statc Agriculturnl Productive Onpnoity
Committes can be picked with the availsble lrbor supoly if mechanical pick-
ers can be usod to the sano cxtent thay wore used thie year; howower, those
pickers worc usod more this yoar than cver beforc. On the basis of aorcage
gonls set for cotton by the U. 8. Departzent of Agriculture, it i cotizatoed
Missiesippi would be awproxisately 9,800 workers short.

One thousand mechanical pickers wore uged this yoar; of this mumber, 300 erc
now out west and 4t is cstinated that shout 125 of thesc will not de returncds
Ferscrs in Mississippl worc eblc to buy last yoar only slightly noro then

100 nechanicel pickers and dealers havo begn cut to obout J)I of the 1951
nllocation for 1952 wo therc probedly will be not more than 30 to 40 mochani-
enl pickers avadloble for revlncenents.

Mr. Hart pointcd out thut incroosed production in the Hills this year dolayed
until around Octobor 1 tho availability of tho labor force fros that arca
and by that tinc, duc to the early crop ia the Dolte, these workers wore not
nooded, Ho orphasized th meed for closcr cooperation botwoen Eill and
Delta farners 8o that Nississippt roney now bein: pedd to Mexican lhor
could bo saved for Nissiseippl lehorors. He stated that it was much zore
profitoblc to Missiseipmd to pay good dollars to our own workers if they
arc aveilahle, than to pay 1t to Mexican Nationals. Ho oxprosscd the hope
that through the help of the county poople a progras of closer cooperation
can bo devolopeds Tho chairnan sswurod the Ecploynent Service of the coop-
eration of this Committoo in trying to solve fers plasesent probdlonss

oduction Goals for 1952

The chai in gronted hin by the Comitteo at
its Docosbor mooting, nnpolatlnl tho following to serve on a comdttoe to
make pluns and pap out procodures to ho followed in carrying to farsers of
Misstssippl the production necds for 1952: M. S. Shaw, Extension, chaircan;
A. P. Pathorroo, Vocationnl Agriculturo; C. B. Anders, Soil Conscrvatien
Service; Boswell Stcvens, Fura BurcesjC. ¥, Sullivan, Procuction and Markst-
ing Adcinistration.

There wes considerahle discussion of the ncecssity for & 16-nillion-bale
cotton crop for 1952. Dr. Ciny Lyls, Director ef the Agriculturo Division,
Mississipoi State College, imsistod that the livestock-fced-pasturo progren
should go forwnrd uninterrupted. The following telcgran from Mr. W. M.
Garrard, Jr., reprosenting Delte Council, reccived by the chairsan during
tho necting was rondi

REGRET URABLT TO ATTEND MELTING TODAY, STILL FIRMLY OPPOSZD 70 16
MILLION BALF CROP AS TOO LARCE FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION, IXPORT AND

. S ABOVE FOFK!L CARRIOVER BRING OHLY
LOWIR PRICES IN THT FACH OF HIGHFR COST, ULTIMATELY SPELLING DISASTER
PIETRS. CGRI!

CROP, IT 1S HIS KESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT FARMERS FROM PRICE DISASTR.
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It was dofinitoly felt hy ncrbers of the Comdttos that if oo
#ro cxpoctod to go all-out to mect thim production goal, thoy ahoull Mo given
greater protoctions

The chairmen rovortod that he hal writton the Qotton Brunch of the Us 5.
Dopartmcnt of Agriculturc and talkod with the Unfer Secrotory of Agricul-
ture st © recant Fow Orloans mceting conveying the vicws cxpronscd by accbors
of the Statc Agriculturnl Mohilization Cormittcs at their December neoting.

Mr. Don Echols of tho Mississipni Fam Purcas statod thot Dircctors of Farn
Burerms in cott stotos are attending a necting ealled by the
Anorienn Tars Buresu to considor the prrity formuls. RBo stated thot be
belicved the Sceretary of Agriculture would be nsked to have hoarings to
sce whether or not o 16-nillion-balo cotton crop is noededs

It wna pointed out that cotton is n comwolity absolutely nocessary to tho
dofonsc cffort and if the Bocrotary of Agriculterc so lesires, ho hes
authority to call thoso hearings. Meohors of the Statc Agracultural Mobili-
sation Qomulttoo rocomenied het thesc heerings be held. Attention was
sgein callod to the fact that the cost of producing onc scre of cotton is
equol to the valuc of ome acre of lemd, tiws cophaoizing the nccossity for
grenter proteetisn o cotton farnors who are expeeted to g0 all-outt®
produce & 16-a11lion-hale crop in 1952.

The Statc Agriculturel Mo“ilization Committee feels that maximuu profuction
on cvery nere of lnnd in sccordance with sound lund-usc palicics should de
erphosized end thet eount mobilization comrdtteos should be urged to on
coursgo farnors to use better practica in order §9 roceive mexizun pro-
ductivity fron their efforts.

The sccrstary called mttention to recent chrnges in sone procuction gonls
ne n roault of the revision of erop serce based on the recont comsus bench
nerla,

The chairaen enphasized the inportance of the job assigned to the comnittec
to formulnto plans for carrying to farmers the ncecssity of mll-out produc-
tion ond plodged the cooperation of Bll asencies roproscated on the Comulttee
in thia effort, The Dormittee Feauested the seeretnry to writo county mobili-
sation osrittecs requesting that they urge farmers to tuy their fertilizer
and ingccticides at an oarly datc nnd that thoy degin iedintely to nalke
plans for gobting bohind this profuction offorts

The State Agricultursl Mohilization Cormittes mecepted the invitation of
the Ni iprd Ferm Burceu to hold ite zext meoting on Thursdey, Fobruary 7,
in tho Forn 3uromu offices

Therc boing 1o further husinces, the nceting was eljour

ot 11155 nets

C. L. Boill, Cheirmon

T, W. Pattoraon, Secrotary
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