Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction

Howard Langfitt Farm Families of the Week

Television Scripts Howard Langfitt Farm Families of the Week

6-7-1957

Switzer, R. Purvis Script

Howard Langfitt

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mss-langfitt-scripts

Recommended Citation
Langfitt (Howard) Farm Family of the Week Collection, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State
University

This Transcript is brought to you for free and open access by the Howard Langfitt Farm Families of the Week at
Scholars Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Howard Langfitt Farm Families of the Week Television
Scripts by an authorized administrator of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact
scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.


https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mss-langfitt-scripts
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mss-langfitt-scripts
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mss-langfitt-farm-families
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mss-langfitt-scripts?utm_source=scholarsjunction.msstate.edu%2Fmss-langfitt-scripts%2F151&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com

W L B T Buftze)r,\?\o%w{s]

CONTINUITY

— Farm Famliy of the Week pate. Fri: ‘June 7, 1967
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CAMERA ON LANGFITT I WANT 70 SAY IN THE VERY @EGINNING THAT I AM
DEEPLY GRATEFUL 70 HUNPHRIES COUNTY AGENT,
ELMO HILL, FOR HIS WERY WONDERFUL HELP IN
SELECTING THE FAMILY WHICH WE SALUTE TODAY AND
FOR GOING WITH ME TO THEIR FARM TO OBTAIN THE
STORY WHIGH I AM ABOUT T0 TELL. THIS IS THE
SLIDE__ FARM.1 STORY OF MR, AND MRS, R. PURVIS SWITZER AND SON,
| " BARKY WHO LIVE IN THE FOUR MILE LAKE COMMUNITY
OF HUMPHRIES COUNTY. PURVIS SWITZER GREW UP ON
AN ADJOINING PARM WHERE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER
STILL LIVE, MRS. PURVIS SWITZER GREW UP IN
BELZONI. SHE AND PURVIS WENT TO SCHOOL TOGETHER
A YEAR AFTER HE GRADUATED FROM BELZONI HIGH
SOHOOL PURVIS SWITZER WENT TO THE NAVY WHERE

HE SERVED HIS COUNTRY FROM 1943 T0 1946, WHILE
PURVIS WAS IN THE NAVY HIS BRIDE 70 BE WENT 170
CHOOL AT BELHAVEN A YEAR AND THEN WORKED IN
BELZONI, PURVIS SWITZER CAME OUT OF THE NAVY
DN MAY 10, 1946 AND THEY WERE MARRIED ON MAY 26
JHEY MOVED 10 THIS LOVELY LITTLE HOME IN 1984
PURVIS SWITZER AND HIS BRIDE LIVED WITH PURVIS'S
MOTHER AND FATHER FOR ONE MONTH, PURVIS FARMED
¥ITH HIS FATHER UNTIL HE WAS MARRIED. THEN FOR
ONE YEAR HE RENTED 17 ACRES OF COPTON AND THE

DE FARM.2
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SEGOND YEAR HE AND HIS FATHER RENTED 140,AGRES
OF LAND TOGETHER, AND IN THE FALL OF 1947 PURVIS
BOUGHT 120 ACRES OF IS PRESENT 186 ACRE FARM,
THEHE 13 A STORY OF HARDSHIP AND NEAR TRAGEDY

IN THE YEAPS FROM 1949 TO 1950 AND IT SHOWS THE
GOURAGE AND DETERMINATION OF THIS YOUNG FARMER
BELONGS IN OUR STORY, BUT FIRST LET ME 00
BACK A LITTLE, AFTER PURVIS SWITZER AND RIS
RIDE LIVED WITH PURVIS'S HOTHER AND FATHER FOR
A MONTH THEY MOVED TO SWIFTOWN WHILE TEEY WERE
BUILDING THEIR FIRST HOME, THEY TOOK AN OLD RUN=
DOWN TENNANT HOUSE ON THE SWITZER FARM AND PUT
NEW FLOORS, SIDING, A ROOF AND PORCH ON IT 90
I'T WAS FIT T0 LIVE IN, THEY LIVED IN THIS HOUSE
OR 6 YEARS UNTIL THEY BUILT THEIR NEW HOME IN
1964, IT WAS IN THIS SPAN OF YEARS THAT PURVIS
SWITZER AND HIS FATHER DID MUCH OF THEIR PARMING
OGETHER, WHILE THEY BOTH HAVE THEIR OWN LAND,
PHEY STILL WORK VERY CLOSELY TOGETHER AND HANDLE
J0ME GROPS TOBETHER, HE AND HIS FATHER RAISED
OTTON CORN AND OATS, ON HIS OWN OPERATION
PURVIS SWITZER BEGAN T0 BUILD A HERD OF gﬁazsﬁm
JUROC HOGS, AS WELL AS RAISE COTTON, CORN, OA?S,
D SOYBEANS. 1IN 1948, JUST A3 PURVIS SWITZER

SLIDE FARM-4 ‘
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SLIDE_ PARM-

JAS GETTING HIS REGISTGZRED DUROC HOO BUSINESS
GOING GOOD HE WA STRUCK BLIND BY A PITUITARY
TUMOR AND HAD TO HAVE AN OPERATION FOR ITS
REMOVAL, HE HAD ANOTHER OCCURANGE OF IT IN 1980
VHIGH REQUIRED ANOTHIR OPERATION. DURING THESE
EARS OF HARDSHIP WHILE TAYING T0 REVOVER FROM
FHIS ILLNSS3 AND CARRY ON HIS FARY PROGRAM AT
PHE SAME TIME, HIS REGISTERED HOG PROGRAM GOT
\LL MESSED UP WITH POOR BREEDING THAT BROKE INTO
115 PASTURES SC HE SOLD OUT IN 1949 AND DIDN'T
GET BACK INTO THE HOG BUSINESS UNTIL 1964, I'LL
TELL YOU ABOUT HIS PRESENT HOG PROGRAM A LITTLE
IATER IN THE STORY. = YURVIS SWITZER HAS ALWAYS
RAISED SOME COTTON. THIS YEAR HE HAS A 28 ACRE
GOTTON ALLOTMENT AND HAS BUT 36 OF IT IN THE
$OIL BANK., HIS COTTON OROP OVER THE YEARS HAS
AVERAGED ABOUT A BALE AND A HALF TO THE ACRE,
JORE YEARS HE HAS MADE AS HIGH AS THREE BALES,

{E THSTS HIS S0IL AND FERTILIZES MORE THAN HE
{EEDS, HE PUTS A 100 POUNDS BR MORE OF NITROGEN
JER ACRE ON HIS CORN AND COTTON, PURVIS SWITZER
REEPS A CLOSE INFESTATION COUNT ON HIS GOTTON
AND POISONS REGULARLY FOR INSEGT CONTROL, HERE
13 A GRAPHIC EXAMPLE OF THE GOOD HE IS DOING
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SLIDE FARN-7

SLIDE FARM.8
BEANS

VITH EAHLY SEASON GOT7ON INSBCT CONTROL. YOU
CAN SEE THAT THE EARLY, OLDER LEAVES ARE BADLY
AMAGED BY THRIPS....BUT YOU CAN ALSO SEE THAT
H4E NEW TERMINAL LEAF HAS NO DAMAGE AND THE
REASON I8 EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF THRIPS WHICH HAS
ALMOST CCOMPLATELY ELIMINATED THEM. PURVIS
CONTROLLID HIS THRIPS AND CUTWORMS WITH TOXAPHEN

1D HAZ POISONED TWICE AND PUT CUT 7 GALLONS ON
26 ACRE3. PURVIS SAYS HE DIDN'T INTEND TO USE
THAT MUCH BUT LEFT THE WRONG NOZZLE ON HIS
>RAYER AND NOW HE FEELS IT IS THE BEST THING HE
[VER DID. PURVIS SWITZER PRE-EMERGES ALL HIS
GOTTON TO CONTROL GRASS. HE ALSO HAS 18 ACRES
IN GORN . HE PICKS PART OF IT FOR THE HOGS
\ND QUTS THE REST FOR SILAGE. HE ALSO HAS 20
\CRES OF SORGHUX WITH HIS FATHER WHICH I8 CUT
FOR STLAGE., HE AND HIS FATHER FILL A SILO
TOGETHER AND BOTH USE FROM IT, THEY ALSO TAKE
THEIR POOREST BEANS AND PUT THEM IN THE SILO.
PURVIS SWITZER PLANTS 26 ACRES TO SOYBEANS, ALL
OF WHICH HS MARKETS, EITHER FROM THE COMBINE OR
FROM STORAGE., HE HAS ADEQUATE STORAGE FACILITIH
f0 BE ABLE TO TPAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE BEST MARKE?,
iE PLANTS THE LEE VARIETY AND GUER GETS A GOOD
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SLIDE__ FARM.12 PURVIS SWITZER. GOT BAVK INTO THE REGISTERED DURO!

HOG BUSINESS IN 1954, TODAY HE HAS TWELVE

BEGiETEREE 80WS WHIOH HE BREEDS TWICE A YZARL

| THEIR LITTERS AVERAGE AB0UT 8 PIGS., SOME 30WS
SLIDE __ FARH.13 SOMATINES RAISE AS MANY AS 12, 13 AND 15 PIGS 70

| N . LITTER. 4LL S0WS AKE SRED 70 A REGISTERED '

UROC BOAR. MOST OF THL PIGS ARE SOLD TO 4-H

JLUB AND FUA BOYS FOR CLUB PROJECTS. ALL SURPLU.

RE 30LD AS FEEDER PIGS, ALL HOGS ARE FED CORN
AND OATS AND A SUPFPLEMENT AND GET GRAZING ALL
SLIDE WW —_—— FHE TIME, PURVIS UBES FOUR FARROWING ORATES

[N HIS BREEDING PROGRAM VITH A HEAT LAMP IN EACE
BRATE, HE PIGURES THIS COMBINATION INCREASES
THE PROFITS OF HIS HOG PKCGRAM BY CUTTING DOWN
DN BABY PIG LOSSES. THE PIGS ARE WEANED AT 8
JSEKS AND THE SW AND HER PIGS ARE PUT OUT ON'
1ANGE AT TWO WEEKS OF AGE. ALL PASTURE AREA 19
BNCED AND GRO3S FENGED HOG TIGHT. PURVIS
WITZER HBES BACK RUBZ FOR BOTH HIS HOGS AND
13 GATTLE AND FIND THEM VERY EFFECTIVE IN
PARASITE CONTROL. - GRAZING FOR THE HOGS IS
LOVER NOW AND PEARL RILLET FOR SUMMER GRAZING.
PIGS ARE OREEP FED AND ALL HOGS AND CATTLE
RE KEPT SEPERATE, PURVIS HOPE3 T0 EVENTUALLY
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SLIDE__PA 17

SLIDE
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FARM.18

FARN~19

AVE 25 BROOD S0WS...JUST ABOUT DOUBLE WHAT HE
OW HAS, GRAZING FOR CATTLE CONSISTS OF BZRMUDA
1RASS, VETCH, FESQUE, WHITE DUICH CLOVER, WILD
INTER PEAS AND DALLIS GRASS FOR PERMANENT 7
ASTURE. EZ HAS 85 ACRES IN PERMANENT GRAZING
HICH 19 IMPROVED AND REGULARLY NITRATED AND CLI
CLIPFLD 10X WEED CONTAROL. TEMPORARY XMXX FALL
BND BFRING GRAZING IS SUPPLIED BY 26 ACRES OF
DAT3., THE GATILE ARE TAKEN OFF IN MARCH AND 2N
ACRES OF THE OATS I3 PLOWED UNDER TO BE PUT IN
JOTTON. THE OTHER 15 AGRES AND ANOTHZIR 16 THA?T
$ NOT GRAZED AT ALL ARE CARRIED ON TO BE
OMBINED FOR GRAIN, PURVIS AND HIS FATHER HAVE
120 TON ABOVE GROUND $ILO WHICH THEY FILL WIT
GOMBINATION OF CURN, SORGHUM AND SOYBEANS, TH
OWS BEALLY LIKE IT WITH 30ME MEAL SPREAD ON IT
PURVIS AND HIS FATHER INTERD 70 FOLLOW THE
AME PROSRAM THIS YEAR, PURVIS AND HIS FATHER
OUGHT THIS COMBINE TOGETHER AND BESIDES HANDLIN
THEIR OWN GRAIN THIY DO SOME CUSTOM COMBINGEG.
THEY ARE COMPLETELY MECHANIZED, PURVIS OWNS

W0 BUTANE OPERATED TRACTORS AND ALL NECESSARY

CULTOVATING FQUIPMENT. BESIDES HANDLING HXS OWK
GOTTON MECHANICALLY HE DOES SOME CUSTOM COTTON
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PICKING FOR FOLKS IN T#E COMMUNITY. PURVIS HAS
BUILT A MACHINE SHED TO PROTECT HI3 VALUABLE
MACHINERY AND IN ADDITION TO HIS OTHER GRAIN
STORAGE HAS SOME S@ORAGE SPACE IN ONE END OF THE
MACHINE SHED, HE BUILT THE SHED IN 1953, WATER
FOR ALL THE LIVESTOCK IS SUPPLIED FROM A SHALLOW

WELL AND IS PUMPED TO THE PLACES NEEZDED AND I8
ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO CATTLE AND HOGS THROUAH USE
OF AUTOMATIC WATERERS,FOOD FOR THE FAMILY I8

| EQUALLY IMPORTANT TC THE LIVESTOCK AND GRAIN
SLIDE___ FARM-21 PROGRAM, MRS, SWITZER HAS ABOUT TWO ACRES IN
GARDEN, COUNTING A PEA' PATCH WHICH EVERYONE IN
THL COMMUNITY USES., SHE TRIES TO HAVE SOME
VEGETABLES IN HER GARDEN THE YEAR AROUND, THRIR
PRESENT ORCHARD CONBISTS OF THREE PEACH TREES
THEY PLAN TO PUT OUT MORE ORCHARD THIS FALL.
FROM HER GARDEN AND ORCHARD AND FROM THE FAMILY
EAT SUPPLY MRS. SWITZER FREEZES ABOUT 2,000
OUND3 OF FOOD EACH YEAR, SHE TRIES 70 FREEZE
LL THE FOOD SHE CAN GET A HOLD OF, IN ADDITION
3. GWITZER CAN3 ABOUT 150 QUARTS OF PICKLES,
ELLIES, JAMg, BEANS, BEETS, GREEN TOMATORS AND
O FORTH, MR3. PURVIS SWITZER HAS A COMPLETELY
ODERN HOME INCLUDING ELECTRIC DISH WASHER,

SBLIDE ___ FARM.22

SLIDE____FARM.23



W L B T

CONTINUITY

FOR DATE

BY. TIME

VIDEO AUDIO

MRS, SWITZER HAS ALWAYS HAD ELECTRICITY,
HOWEVER, IN THE OLD TENNANT HOUSE WHIGH THEX
LIVED IN FOR SIX YEARS B3HE DID NOT HAVE HOT
WATER OR A BATH ROOM, SHE HAD RUNNING WATER
BUT NOT THOSE OTHER NEOES3ITIES, TODAY HER HOME
HAS EVERYTHING ANY HOMEMAKER COULD WANT. HMR.

AND MRS, SYITZER AND 14 MONTH OLD BARRY LOVE 70
COOK OUT IN THEIR VERY BEAUTIFUL BACK YARD,

MOST ANY BEAUTIFUL DAY WILL FIND THEM OUT THERD
BARBECUING, AND THEY TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN SHOWING

IT OFF 0 GOUNTY AGENT £LMO HILL, BY THE WAY,
TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT BARRY, HE'$ A REAL LITTIE
DOLL, I THINK BARRY I3 MORE LOVED AND WANTED
AN HOST CHILDREN, MR, AND MRS, PURVIS SWITZER
[?;E UNABLE TO HAVE ANY CHILDREN OF THEIR OWN
AND BREGAUSE OF THEIR GREAT LOVE FOR CHILDREN
THEY ADOPTED BARRY WHEN HE ¥WAS FOUR DAYS OLD,
HE HAS BEEN A BLESSING 70 MR. AND MR3. PURVIS
WITZER AND THEY ARE A REAL BLESSING 70 HINM,
CAMERA ON THE FAMILY (. ANH MRS, PURVIS SWITZER BELONG TO THE
| WIFTOWN METHODIST CHURCH ABOUT TWO MILES AWAY
OM THEIR HOME, PURVIS IS A STEWARD IN HIS
HURCH AND ASSISTANT CUNDAY SCHOOL SWPERINTENDEN
RS, SWITZER I3 BSSISTANT TEACHER IN THE
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INTEAMEDIATE SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. SHB
WAS SECRETARY-TREASURER OF THE CHURCH AND SUNDAY
SUHOOL FOR EIGHT YEARS, BUT GAVE IT UP 10 DEVOTE
HER FULL TIME T0 SON BARRY WHEN HE ARRIVED.
SHE IS A PAST PRESIDEINT AND SECRE LTARY~TREASURSR
OF THE W.8.0.8, OF HER CHURCH. PURVIS SWITZER
3 A DIRNCTOR OF TH’ HUMPHRILS UOUNTY FARN
BUREAU AND A DIREGTOR OFF THE COUNTY FAIR BOARD.
HE I3 ALSO A 4-H CLUB LEADER AND MEMBER OF THE
COUNTY 4-H OLUB ADVISORY COUNCIL. AS i BOY HE
BRLONGED TO THE 4-H CLUB TOR 8 YEAR3, PURVIS
SWITZER TELL3 ME THAT HE DEPENDS VERY MUCH ON
COUNTY AGENT ELMO HILL AND MR. E.L. KIRK, THE
VOCATIONAL AGRIGULTURE TEACHER AT BELZONI HIGH
BOHOOL AND THAT THEY HAVE HELPED TO MAKE HIS
ARM PROGRAM MORE SUGCESSFUL THAN IT MIGHT
OTHERVISE HAVE BEEN, THEIR HOME IS COMPLETELY
\IR CONDYTIONED AND THEY HAVE MANY PLANS FOR THE
UTURE, BUT I THINK I'LL LIAVE THAT FOR THEK T0
ELl, THERE I8 ONE OTHER THING I'D LIKE TO SAY
QUT THIS FINE FAMILY, WHEN I ASKED IN THE
OMMNNITY ABOUT OUTSTANDING YOUNG FARMERS, FOLXS
TOLD ME THEIR REST WERE MR, AND MRS, WESLEY
$TER, MR, AND MRS. MARK SIMWONS, MR. AND
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MR3. WAYNE KING AND WA. AND MR3. PURVIS SWITZER.
THERE ARE PROBABLY OTHRR3 BUT THOSE NAMES CAME
THMEDIATELY TO THEIR MOND, WE HAVE ALREADY
SALUTES TWO OF THOSEZ FOUR PAMILIES,..,THIS I8
THE THIRD AND ONE DAY WE'LL DO THE OTHER, NOY,
T WANT YOU TO MEET MR, AND MRS, PURVIS SWITZER
AND BARRY,...A TRULY OUTSTANDING FARM FAMILY OF
THE COUR MILE LAKE COMMUNITY OF HUMPHRILS COUNPY
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