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LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS., CHAIRMAN
STYLES TRIDGES, N. H. RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA.
RALPH E. FLANDERS, VT. HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA.
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE LYNDON B. JOHNSON, TEX.
ROBERT C. HENDRICKSON, N. J. ESTES KEFAUVER, TENN.

TacCAE s oA Lisrine o Alnited Hiafes Denafe

JOHN SHERMAN COOPER, KY. STUART SYMINGTON, MO.

JAMES H. DUFF, PA.

PHILIP K. ALLEN, CHIEF CLERK COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

June 18, 1954

I
Union, Mississippi

Dear Mr.-

Your letter with fhe enclosure was one of the best suggestions
that I have had on this important subject, and your predictions are all
too true,

I think that you are on the right track in your thinking, but it
appears to me that as to this particularlsubject we are going to have
to handle it from a local standpoint rather than a national association.
I believe your idea is sound on this problem at the county level, or
from a county-wide standpoint of organization, To that end I have
suggested that the thinking white people in each county get together and
decide on just what school plan they wanted, and then lead the colored
people into their line of thinking on this subject, If we let outside
negro leaders come in and lead our negroes astray, then we can blame
ourselves, because as I see it, the most of our negroes will look to us
for leadership first., Of course all of them will not, but we can have
public opinion so strong among our white people and a firm opinion
among our negro people to go along with us, that the combined public
opinion under the two races will force the other negroes into line,

Under the rulings of the Court, which are wrong but are
nevertheless final rulings, we have virtually no chance to win in court
with the negro on this subject., We can have voluntary organizations,
though, and lead them, especially at the county level, and this is what
I advocate, One reason that I think it must be on a county level basis
is because the situation is so different from one county to another,

I am keeping your letter here, together with the newspaper
clipping, and am showing it to some of my colleagues with effect.

With best wishes and again thanking you, I am

Your friend,

John &ennis,
United States Senator
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