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Annual Report 2013

D�UHVHDUFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�2IÀFH�RI�5HVHDUFK�	�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�
DQG�WKH�'LYLVLRQ�RI�$JULFXOWXUH��)RUHVWU\�	�9HWHULQDU\�0HGLFLQH



This year the Social Science Research Center completes its 63rd year as a university-level research center 
at Mississippi State. The Center has a long and proud tradition as a location for meaningful social science 
research for scholars on our campus and beyond. Its origins can be traced to the Social Science Round 
Table that began meeting shortly after World War II. This body’s goal was to promote research in sociology, 
history, economics, political science and other related disciplines that participated in the forum. Its 
signal contribution was to advocate for the creation of a research organization to facilitate social science 
UHVHDUFK�RQ�FDPSXV��)URP�WKHLU�YLVLRQ�DQG�H੔RUWV�JUHZ�WKH�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��ZKLFK�ZDV�
IRUPDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�LQ������DV�WKH�ÀUVW�FDPSXV�ZLGH�UHVHDUFK�HQWHUSULVH��7KH�&HQWHU��IURP�LWV�RULJLQ��KDV�
emphasized interdisciplinary research and the application of social science knowledge to the most critical 
problems facing the state, region and nation. The number of disciplines participating in the center has 
grown to include psychology, business, social work, public administration, anthropology, communication, 
public relations, law, public health and computer science. Because it is an interdisciplinary entity, it is not 
XQFRPPRQ�WR�ÀQG�SURMHFWV�WKDW�EOHQG�WKH�VRFLDO�VFLHQFHV�ZLWK�DJULFXOWXUH��HQJLQHHULQJ��PHGLFLQH�DQG�
education here. 

The Social Science Research Center has become a place for scientists from other institutions to come and 
conduct research, study and participate in the special environment of the Center. Collaboration across 
disciplines, across institutions and even across nations is an essential feature of the Center ’s strategy of 
development. This strategy markedly expands the capacity of the Center ’s scientists to address the most 
GL੕FXOW�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV��7KHVH�FROODERUDWLRQV�LQYLJRUDWH�DQG�VWLPXODWH�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLDORJXH�LQ�WKH�
&HQWHU�DQG�SOD\�D�PDMRU�UROH�LQ�VKDSLQJ�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�FXOWXUH���

The Center has had a highly successful year that is reported only in part in this annual report.  The level 
RI�SURGXFWLYLW\�LV�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�QXPHURXV�SXEOLFDWLRQV��UHSRUWV�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQV���2XU�ZRUN�LV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�
numerous federal agencies, a wide array of private foundations, and strong backing from state agencies in 
0LVVLVVLSSL���:H�DUH�KXPEOHG�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLYH�RI�WKHLU�ÀQH�VXSSRUW�DQG�VWULYH�WR�HDUQ�WKH�WUXVW�WKH\�KDYH�LQ�
us by making such substantial investments.  

3OHDVH�DOORZ�PH�WR�VKDUH�D�YHU\�SHUVRQDO�QRWH��2YHU�IRUW\�\HDUV�DJR��LQ�������LW�ZDV�P\�YHU\�JRRG�IRUWXQH�
WR�UHFHLYH�P\�GRFWRUDWH�LQ�VRFLRORJ\�IURP�0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��7KLV�HYHQW�KDV�KDG�D�SURIRXQG�H੔HFW�
on the course of my life and that of my family. It has led to wonderful faculty positions at Louisiana State 
University, Texas A&M and, of course, to a long and personally rewarding career at Mississippi State. It 
UHDOO\�KDV�EHHQ�D�JUHDW�MRXUQH\��$V�\RX�PD\�KDYH�KHDUG�PH�VD\�PDQ\�WLPHV��WKHUH�LV�QR�PRUH�HQMR\DEOH�
ZRUN�WKDQ�EHLQJ�D�FROOHJH�SURIHVVRU�DQG�QR�EHWWHU�MRE�RQ�RXU�FDPSXV�WKDQ�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�
5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��1RZ�LW�LV�WLPH�WR�WU\�VRPHWKLQJ�VRPHZKDW�GL੔HUHQW��7R�WKDW�HQG��,�ZLOO�EH�UHWLULQJ�IURP�WKH�
University at the end of September. Please allow me to convey my appreciation for the chance to work with 
so many talented and creative colleagues. Because of you, I came to work every morning excited about 
the possibilities of the day. Serious engagement in learning, research and service is a true privilege. At the 
Social Science Research Center, such serious and successful work is the norm. It is a truly special place.  

,�DP�PRVW�DSSUHFLDWLYH�RI�WKH�ÀQH�VXSSRUW�DQG�IULHQGVKLS�IURP�P\�PDQ\�IULHQGV�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�DW�
0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�DP�WUXO\�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKDW�WKLV�ÀQH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�
provided me.  

Sincerely,

$UWKXU�*��&RVE\��3K�'�
:LOOLDP�/��*LOHV�'LVWLQJXLVKHG�3URIHVVRU�DQG�'LUHFWRU

/HWWHU�IURP�WKH�'LUHFWRU
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ABOUT THE SSRC

The Social Science Research Center (SSRC) was established at Mississippi State University (MSU) 
in 1950 to promote, enhance and facilitate social science research and related scholarly activities. 
The Center is organized with university-wide responsibilities and reports to the Vice President 
IRU�5HVHDUFK�DQG�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�WKH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�IRU�$JULFXOWXUH��)RUHVWU\�DQG�
9HWHULQDU\�0HGLFLQH��7KH�&HQWHU�R੔HUV�D�VXSHULRU�UHVHDUFK�HQYLURQPHQW�ZLWK�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�DUUD\�
of research opportunities and options, state-of-the-art facilities, laboratories and support units 
WKDW�HQKDQFH�DQG�H[SDQG�ERWK�WKH�VFRSH�DQG�TXDOLW\�RI�VRFLDO�VFLHQFH�UHVHDUFK��7KH�665&�IRVWHUV�
D�ULJRURXV�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�UHVHDUFK�HQYLURQPHQW�WR�HQVXUH�REMHFWLYH��UHOHYDQW�DQG�XQELDVHG�
analyses. 

The success of the SSRC relies primarily on the expertise, talents and entrepreneurial skills of its 
scientists. Individual scientists, or self-organized teams of researchers, provide the impetus and 
GLUHFWLRQ�RI�IXQGHG�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV��7KH\�GHWHUPLQH�WKHLU�UHVHDUFK�DJHQGDV�DQG�EHQHÀW�IURP�
the SSRC facilities as they so choose. Research fellows and research associates, supported by an 
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�VWD੔�DQG�JUDGXDWH�DQG�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�UHVHDUFK�DVVLVWDQWV��FRQGXFW�ERWK�VSRQVRUHG�
DQG�XQVSRQVRUHG�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV��)XQGLQJ�IRU�SURMHFWV�FRPHV�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV�
including federal and state agencies, foundations, MSU units and other public and private entities. 
The SSRC research portfolio usually exceeds $10 million a year.

Research issues facing social scientists are now so profoundly complex that their solutions demand 
the combined resources of multiple disciplines, multiple professions and multiple institutions. 
From its origin, the SSRC has had a strong interdisciplinary emphasis. Scientists from a number 
RI�GLVFLSOLQHV��ERWK�RQ�FDPSXV�DQG�R੔��FRPH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�665&�WR�ZRUN�RQ�FRPPRQ�UHVHDUFK�
SUREOHPV��,W�LV�WKH�QRUP�WR�ÀQG�YDULRXV�FRPELQDWLRQV�RI�VXFK�GLYHUVH�GLVFLSOLQHV�DV�SV\FKRORJLVWV��
business professors, sociologists, social workers, geographers, historians, economists and political 
VFLHQWLVWV�MRLQLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WR�EULQJ�WR�EHDU�WKHLU�H[SHUWLVH�RQ�D�JLYHQ�UHVHDUFK�SUREOHP��

The range of interdisciplinary involvement goes beyond the social sciences. The Center often 
becomes a place where social scientists team with colleagues from agriculture, engineering 
and other disciplines. The SSRC also forms partnerships, strategic alliances and collaborative 
DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�HQWLWLHV�VXFK�DV�VWDWH�DJHQFLHV��R੔�FDPSXV�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO�UHVHDUFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
and professional groups. These various interdisciplinary research enterprises provide a steady 
VWUHDP�RI�LQQRYDWLYH�SURMHFWV�DQG�FUHDWLYH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��

1



0,66,21�67$7(0(17
The SSRC conducts research to explore social, economic, 
political, human resource and social-environmental 
problems facing the state, nation and world. Scientists 
VWULYH�WR�SUHVHQW�ÀQGLQJV�WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRQVWLWXHQWV�LQ�D�
meaningful way to improve the health, safety and 
well-being of all people. 

7KH�665&�FXUUHQWO\�RFFXSLHV��������VTXDUH�IHHW�LQ�
the Mississippi Technology Center, located in the 
Thad Cochran Research, Technology and Economic 
'HYHORSPHQW�3DUN��7KH�0LVVLVVLSSL�+HDOWK�3ROLF\�5HVHDUFK�
&HQWHU�FKDQJHG�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�LWV�R੕FH�LQ�2FWREHU������
from the Paragon Centre in Ridgeland to the CAVS E 
EXLOGLQJ�ORFDWHG�LQ�&DQWRQ��7KH�0+35&�RFFXSLHV�������
VTXDUH�IHHW��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRUH�VSDFH�DW�&$96�(��
the SSRC has access to state-of-the-art conference and 
meeting facilities. 

The Social Science Research Center strives to be a center 
of excellence for social science research that serves the 
entire university community. This collective ambition is 
UHÁHFWHG�LQ�RXU�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�JRDOV�

To contribute to the University’s graduate and 
undergraduate programs by involving students in 
UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�WKURXJK�DVVLVWDQWVKLSV�DQG�RWKHU�
work arrangements.

7R�FRQGXFW�ULJRURXV��REMHFWLYH�DQG�XQELDVHG�
research on relevant social, economic, political, 
human resource and social-environmental problems 
facing the state, nation and world.
 
7R�SURYLGH�D�YHKLFOH�IRU�XQLTXH�VRFLDO�UHVHDUFK�
DQG�SXEOLF�VHUYLFH�SURJUDPV�WKDW�GR�QRW�ÀW�PRUH�
traditional academic structures.

To provide a support system for the University to 
plan, develop, secure funding for and conduct social 
UHVHDUFK�RQ�SUREOHPV�RI�LQWHUHVW�WR�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WR�FRQVXPHUV�RI�UHVHDUFK�ÀQGLQJV�

To provide a mechanism whereby existing social 
science research capabilities in the University can be 
matched with funding sources.

67$7(0(17�2)�*2$/6

SSRC FACILITIES
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7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��665&��LV�SXUSRVHO\�ÁDW��ZLWK�VHYHUDO�
LQWHUQDO�UHVHDUFK�XQLWV��QRUPDOO\�OHG�E\�FRRUGLQDWRUV��UHSRUWLQJ�WR�WKH�'LUHFWRU��3URMHFW�GLUHFWRUV�RSHUDWH�
ZLWK�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�DXWRQRP\�DQG�WDNH�IXOO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�FRQGXFW�RI�WKHLU�SURMHFWV�

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�665&�KDV�GHYHORSHG�VWURQJ�ZRUNLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�DQG�
administrators in the College of Arts & Sciences, the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 
6WDWLRQ��WKH�'LYLVLRQ�RI�$JULFXOWXUH��)RUHVWU\�DQG�9HWHULQDU\�0HGLFLQH��WKH�&ROOHJH�RI�%XVLQHVV�DQG�
the College of Education. In addition, it has established strong linkages with outside funding sources, 
including federal and state agencies, research entities and foundations. 

The research faculty members in the SSRC are the driving force for the Center’s activities. Together, 
WKH\�GHÀQH�WKH�&HQWHU·V�JRDOV��GHYHORS�UHVHDUFK�DJHQGDV��SUHSDUH�DQG�VXEPLW�SURSRVDOV�DQG�FRQGXFW�
UHVHDUFK��7KH�665&�PDLQWDLQV�D�VPDOO�VWD੔�RI�IXOO�WLPH�UHVHDUFK�IDFXOW\�WR�VXSSRUW�RQJRLQJ�UHVHDUFK�
DFWLYLWLHV��7KHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�QRUPDOO\�D੕OLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�DFDGHPLF�GHSDUWPHQW��2WKHU�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�
KROG�MRLQW�DSSRLQWPHQWV�RQ�D�FRQWLQXDO�EDVLV�EHWZHHQ�DFDGHPLF�GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�WKH�665&��$�WKLUG�
category of faculty members works in the Center on a periodic basis, depending upon funding of 
a particular grant or contract, or is supported via summer appointments while developing research 
SURSRVDOV��,Q�RUGHU�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�H੔RUWV�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�IDFXOW\��WKH�665&�VHHNV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FROOHJLDO��
cooperative relationships with academic departments and other campus entities. 

7KH�&HQWHU�PDLQWDLQV�D�FRUH�VWD੔�RI�H[SHUWV�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�SHUVRQQHO�DVSHFWV�RI�SUHSDULQJ��
submitting and administering research grants and contracts, as well as individuals who manage 
VSHFLÀF�&HQWHU�SURJUDPV��VXFK�DV�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�$OFRKRO�6DIHW\�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDP��0$6(3���5HVHDUFK�
associates and graduate and undergraduate assistants support research and administrative activities. 
In addition, the Center employs many individuals on an intermittent basis to serve the needs of the 
LQGLYLGXDO�SURMHFWV��

The continued success of the SSRC is clearly dependent upon the personnel who participate in its 
activities. Attracting bright, capable, energetic and entrepreneurial individuals and then encouraging 
their continued intellectual and professional growth is a key element in the SSRC organizational 
SKLORVRSK\��%\�NHHSLQJ�EXUHDXFUDWLF�UHTXLUHPHQWV�WR�D�PLQLPXP��WKH�665&�VHHNV�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�
HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�IRVWHUV��IDFLOLWDWHV�DQG�HQDEOHV�LQQRYDWLYH�DQG�FUHDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�H੔RUWV�

ORGANIZAT IONAL STRUCTURE
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“Attracting EULJKW��FDSDEOH��HQHUJHWLF and 
entrepreneurial individuals and then encouraging 

their continued intellectual and professional growth is a key 

element in the SSRC organizational philosophy.”
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P U B L I C A T I O N S
$YLOD�7DQJ��(���(OI��-���&XPPLQJV��0���)RQJ��*���+RYHOO��
0���.OHLQ��-���0F0LOOHQ��5���:LQLFNR੔��-���	�6DPHW��-��
(2012). Assessing secondhand smoke exposure using 
reported measures. Tobacco Control. 22(3): 164-171. 
'2,���������WREDFFRFRQWURO�������������

%ODQH\��$���	�6LQFODLU��+��&����������'HÀQLQJ�FRQFHSWV�
and new directions: A commentary assessing stigma 
surrounding non-normative romantic relationships. 
Analyses of Social Issues & Public Policy, 13�����'2,��
�������DVDS�������

%UDXQHU�2WWR��6��5����������$WWLWXGHV�DERXW�FKLOGUHQ�
and fertility limitation behavior. Population Research 
and Policy Review, 32(1): 1-24.

%UHHQ��-��-���	�3DUULVK��'��5����������*,6�LQ�(PHUJHQF\�
Management Cultures: An empirical approach 
to understanding inter- and intra-agency 
communication during emergencies. Journal of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
(DGJHSEM), (10)���'2,����������MKVHP����������

%X੕QJWRQ��$���0F.HH��&���5DJVGDOH��.���%ODQFKDUG��
7���%DJJHWW��'���	�6RXWKZDUG��/��+���������,Q�3UHVV���
,PSDFW�RI�0LVVLVVLSSL�+HDOWK\�6WXGHQWV�$FW�RI������
on district- and school-level health policies: School-
/HYHO�+HDOWK�3ROLFLHV��6FKRRO�2੕FLDOV·�3HUVSHFWLYHV��
Journal of School Health.

Chi, G. (2012). The impacts of transport accessibility 
on population change across rural, suburban, and 
urban areas: A case study of Wisconsin at subcounty 
levels.” Urban Studies, 49(12): 2711-2731.

&KL��*���	�0DUFRXLOOHU��'��:����������,Q�PLJUDWLRQ�
to remote rural regions: The relative impacts of 
natural amenities and land developability. Landscape 
and Urban Planning, 117(1): 22–31. [2011 IF: 2.173; 
�����8UEDQ�6WXGLHV�������*HRJUDSK\��������
Environmental Studies]

&KL��*���	�0DUFRXLOOHU��'�:����������1DWXUDO�DPHQLWLHV�
DQG�WKHLU�H੔HFWV�RQ�PLJUDWLRQ�DORQJ�WKH�XUEDQ�UXUDO�
continuum. The Annals of Regional Science, 50(3): 
861–883.

&KL��*���0F&OXUH��7��(���	�%URZQ��'��%����������*DVROLQH�
SULFHV�DQG�WUD੕F�FUDVKHV�LQ�$ODEDPD�������������
7UDଊF�,QMXU\�3UHYHQWLRQ, 13(5): 476-484.

&KL��*���3RUWHU��-��5���&RVE\��$��*���	�/HYLQVRQ��'��
(2013). The impact of gasoline price changes on 
WUD੕F�VDIHW\��$�WLPH�JHRJUDSK\�H[SODQDWLRQ� Journal 
of Transport, 28�����������$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWS���G[�GRL�
RUJ���������M�MWUDQJHR�������������

Chi, G., & Zheng, Y. (2013). Estimating transport 
footprints along highways at local levels: A 
combination of network analysis and Kriging 
Methods. International Journal of Sustainable 
Transportation, 7(3): 261-273.

Cosby, A. G. (2013). Lessons learned from the nurse 
in charge. In G. Glazer & J. Fitzpatrick (Eds.), Nursing 
leadership from the outside in. New York, NY: 
Springer Publishing Company.

Cosby, A. G., Aanstoos, K., Matta, M., Porter, J., 
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9102-9.

&RVVPDQ��5��(���:LOOLDPV��5��'���+XQW��%��3���)UDWHVL��
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students’ sense of cycling capability deters helmet 
use: Implications for safety helmet ordinances. 
American Journal of Health Sciences, 4(2):51-54.
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Ursprung, S., & McMillen, R. (2012). What aspect of 
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Personnel Management. 
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McMillen, R., & Shackelford, S. (2012). Tax revenue in 
Mississippi communities following implementation of 
smoke-free ordinances: An examination of tourism 
and economic development tax revenues. Journal of 
the Mississippi Medical Association, 53:(10) 319-321.

0F0LOOHQ��5���:LQLFNR੔��-���:LOVRQ��.���7DQVNL��6���
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managers. Mississippi State University, Miss: Social 
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0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD����������7KH�0LVVLVVLSSL�
Youth Tobacco Survey 1998-2012: Youth Cigarette 
Smoking. Mississippi State University, Miss: Social 
Science Research Center.

Neaves, T. T. (2012). Taking the Leap for ASPA: 
National Leadership and SkyJump Las VegasTM. PA 
Times. 35(2): 18.

Neaves, T. T., Burns, M. A., & Kelly, M. K. (2013). 
86'$�²�1,)$�&LYLO�5LJKWV�&RPSOLDQFH�5HYLHZ
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and Forestry Experiment Station in Mississippi State
University, Miss.

Neaves, T. T., Burns, M. A., & Kelly, M. K. (2013). 
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6LQFH�������0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD��07'��KDV�EHHQ�
a consistent leader in tobacco research in the state of 
0LVVLVVLSSL��,Q�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�2੕FH�RI�7REDFFR�
&RQWURO�RI�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK��
07'·V�SXUSRVH�LV�WR�SURYLGH�REMHFWLYH�GDWD�DQG�
studies to inform our state-wide tobacco prevention 
and cessation program. It seeks to create a presence 
of tobacco awareness not only in Mississippi, but also 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�UHDOP��'U��
Robert McMillen, Coordinator of the Tobacco Control 
Unit, explained that the organization expanded 
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DQG�VWD੔�ZKHQ�LW�EHFDPH�D�SHUPDQHQW�
unit within the Social Science 
Research Center in 2008.

2QH�SURMHFW�07'�KDV�IRFXVHG�
RQ�WKLV�\HDU�LV�WKH�$LU�4XDOLW\�
Study, which measured the 
GL੔HUHQFHV�RI�DLU�TXDOLW\�LQ�
Mississippi restaurants that 
allowed smoking in contrast 
to those that do not allow 
smoking. The study used an 
apparatus called a “side pack” 
in each type of restaurant 
and found that restaurants 
that allowed smoking reached 
levels designated as a hazardous environment by the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s standards. This 
data complemented the study demonstrating no loss 
of sales tax revenue from restaurants after numerous 
Mississippi communities implemented ordinances that 
made all workplaces and restaurants smoke-free.
 
“We looked at revenue in communities before and 
after they passed smoke free laws, and used other 
communities as statistical controls,” McMillen said.
“We actually saw a modest increase in revenue, so 
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�PHDVXUDEOH�H੔HFW�WR�UHYHQXH�DIWHU�WKH�
smoke-free laws.”

6FLHQWLVWV�DW�07'�DOVR�LQYHVWLJDWH�QDWLRQDO�LVVXHV��
'U��0F0LOOHQ�UHFHQWO\�SUHVHQWHG�GDWD�WR�WKH�)'$�

about the lack of regulation for electronic cigarettes 
nationally. Currently, there is no law prohibiting the 
VDOH�RI�HOHFWURQLF�FLJDUHWWHV�WR�PLQRUV�DQG�07'�
addressed the increasing popularity of this product.  
Another recent study led to an academic publication 
with scientists from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics’ Julius B. Richmond Center for Excellence 
DQG�WKH�$PHULFDQ�/HJDF\�)RXQGDWLRQ��D�QRW�IRU�SURÀW�
organization that conducts research on tobacco use 
and policy, on the consumer perceptions about the 
sale of cigarettes in pharmacies.

The Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) 
LV�D�SURMHFW�WKDW�07'�KDV�KDQGOHG�
since the organization’s formation, 
although it has been conducted in 
Mississippi since 1998. The paper 
and pencil survey is conducted 
IRU�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
+HDOWK�DQG�WKH�&'&��,W�LV�JLYHQ�WR�
a random selection of students 
in Mississippi and examines into 
their ideas and perceptions about 
tobacco.

“We provide this data to schools 
DQG�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�VR�

that they can see what’s being said by youth in their 
areas, and they can advocate and act accordingly,” 
said Nell Valentine, Principle Investigator for the YTS.

In addition to research conducted at a state-level, 
07'�FRQWLQXHV�WR�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�RI�
tobacco issues nationally. It has monitored a growth 
in the number of communities going smoke free in 
Mississippi and has tracked an increase of interest 
FRPPXQLW\�WR�FRPPXQLW\���0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD�
plans to further research into the lack of regulation 
on electronic cigarettes, as well as provide the 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VWDWH·V�
current tobacco situation.

by Rachel Smith
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'U��.ULVWLQD�+RRG�HDUQHG�KHU�PDVWHU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH��VRFLRORJ\�DQG�SV\FKRORJ\�DQG�KHU�GRFWRUDWH�
LQ�VRFLDO�SV\FKRORJ\�IURP�9LUJLQLD�&RPPRQZHDOWK�8QLYHUVLW\��'U��+RRG·V�DFWLYH�UHVHDUFK�SURJUDP�IRFXVHV�RQ�
preventive health behaviors and promoting positive health outcomes among people of color and underserved 
SRSXODWLRQV��0RUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\��VKH�VWXGLHV�DWWLWXGH�FKDQJH�DQG�SHUVXDVLRQ��SV\FKRVRFLDO�GHWHUPLQDQWV�RI�KHDOWK�
EHKDYLRU��KHDOWK�GLVSDULWLHV��+,9�SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�VH[XDO�KHDOWK�SURPRWLRQ��+HU�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0HQWDO�+HDOWK�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH Journal of the National Medical Association and the 
Journal of Child and Family Studies.

'U��<DVPL\Q�,UL]DUU\�REWDLQHG�KHU�GRFWRUDWH�LQ�VRFLRORJ\�IURP�,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�LV�FXUUHQWO\�DQ�$VVLVWDQW�
3URIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLRORJ\�DW�0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��068���'U��,UL]DUU\�VSHDUKHDGV�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�&HQWHU�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ�6WDWLVWLFV�6HFXUH�'DWD�/DERUDWRU\�DW�WKH�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��665&���+HU�
UHVHDUFK�LQWHUHVWV�OLH�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�VRFLRORJ\�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��UDFH�DQG�HWKQLF�UHODWLRQV�DQG�LPPLJUDWLRQ��+HU�ZRUN�
has been funded by the Ford Foundation and the American Educational Research Association and published in 
Social Science Quarterly and the Archives of Sexual Behavior. In addition, she has received awards from the North 
Central Sociological Association and the Association of Black Sociologists, as well as honorable mentions from the 
National Science Foundation.

'U��.DWH�0F&OHOODQ�UHFHLYHG�D�GRFWRUDWH�LQ�DQWKURSRORJ\�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LFKLJDQ�LQ������DQG�FXUUHQWO\�
VHUYHV�DV�DQ�$GMXQFW�3URIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$QWKURSRORJ\�DQG�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�&XOWXUHV�DW�068��+HU�
GLVVHUWDWLRQ�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�YLVXDO�FXOWXUH�RI�PDUNHWSODFHV�LQ�'DPDVFXV��6\ULD��'XULQJ�KHU�SRVWJUDGXDWH�ZRUN�DW�
WKH�'LYLVLRQ�RI�(QYLURQPHQW��&XOWXUH�DQG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�DW�&KLFDJR·V�)LHOG�0XVHXP��VKH�FRQGXFWHG�HWKQRJUDSKLF�
ÀHOGZRUN�RQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�IDUPLQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�
JUHDWHU�&KLFDJR�UHJLRQ��'U��0F&OHOODQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�WKH�5DFNKDP�+XPDQLWLHV�5HVHDUFK�)HOORZVKLS�DV�
well as a Fulbright Islamic Civilization Grant.

Ms. Colleen McKee began her association with SSRC as graduate student in 2008. Upon completion of her 
master’s degree in sociology, Ms. McKee became a research associate in 2009 and currently holds the position of 
3URMHFW�&RRUGLQDWRU��6KH�LV�DQ�LQWHJUDO�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�	�&KLOGUHQ�5HVHDUFK�8QLW��ZRUNLQJ�RQ�VHYHUDO�JUDQWV�
and contracts pertaining to children’s health and well-being. The Robert Wood Johnson, Kellogg and Annie E. 
Casey Foundations have funded these grants and contracts. Ms. McKee currently serves as Research Coordinator 
IRU�0LVVLVVLSSL�.,'6�&2817�DQG�3ULQFLSOH�,QYHVWLJDWRU�IRU�WKH�3URMHFW�)LW�$PHULFD�(YDOXDWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�VSRQVRUHG�
by the Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation.
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Ms. Rahel Mathews, an epidemiologist and public health advocate, 
received her master’s degree in public health from Tulane University’s 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�+HDOWK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�KHU�EDFKHORU·V�
degree from the University of Michigan. She has researched a wide range 
RI�WRSLFV��LQFOXGLQJ�FKLOG�KHDOWK�DQG�FKLOG�ODERU�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�,QGLD��+,9�
among women and children in Africa, diabetes among Asian immigrants 
to the United States and preterm births among minority teenage mothers. 
Most recently, Ms. Mathews has become an advocate for improving 
FKLOGUHQ·V�RUDO�KHDOWK�DQG�SUHYHQWLQJ�WKH�ULVH�RI�+,9�LQ�0LVVLVVLSSL��6KH�
currently provides evaluation services for two programs at the Mississippi 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK��WKH�2੕FH�RI�67'�+,9�DQG�WKH�2੕FH�RI�2UDO�+HDOWK�

'U��/LQGVH\�3HWHUVRQ�LV�FXUUHQWO\�DQ�$VVLVWDQW�3URIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�6RFLRORJ\�DW�068��6KH�UHFHLYHG�KHU�GRFWRUDWH�GHJUHH�IURP�2KLR�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\��+HU�UHVHDUFK�LQWHUHVWV�LQFOXGH�SROLWLFDO�VRFLRORJ\��VWUDWLÀFDWLRQ��
IRUHLJQ�DLG��KHDOWK�DQG�JHQGHU��+HU�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�
-RXUQDO�RI�&RQÁLFW�5HVROXWLRQ��6RFLDO�)RUFHV�and the International Journal 
of Sociology.�'U��3HWHUVRQ�KDV�UHFHLYHG�UHVHDUFK�IHOORZVKLSV�DQG�JUDQWV�IURP�WKH�5REHUW�*��.HQQHG\�&HQWHU�IRU�
3KLODQWKURS\��2KLR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\·V�0HUVKRQ�&HQWHU�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�DQG�D�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�5HVHDUFK�
*UDQW�IURP�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLRORJ\�

0U��1DWKDQ�5RVHQEHUJ�UHFHLYHG�KLV�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�IURP�3LW]HU�&ROOHJH�LQ������DQG�KLV�-XULV�'RFWRUDWH�IURP�
+DUYDUG�/DZ�6FKRRO�LQ�������+H�FXUUHQWO\�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�'HOWD�)HOORZ��D�MRLQW�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�+DUYDUG�
/DZ�6FKRRO�DQG�WKH�665&��0U��5RVHQEHUJ�FR�IRXQGHG�WKH�+DUYDUG�)RRG�/DZ�6RFLHW\�DQG�VHUYHG�DV�LWV�ÀUVW�
president. As a student attorney, he worked on a variety of issues relating to food systems, including school food 
procurement, food safety regulations and the relationship between property law and land loss among farmers 
LQ�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��+LV�ZRUN�FXUUHQWO\�IRFXVHV�RQ�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�DQG�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�
'HOWD�ZLWK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�IRRG�DQG�DJULFXOWXUH�

'U��5HEHFFD�6FKHZH�LV�DQ�$VVLVWDQW�3URIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLRORJ\�ZKR�VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�UXUDO�DQG�
DJULFXOWXUDO�VRFLRORJ\��'U��6FKHZH�KDV�H[WHQVLYH�UHVHDUFK�H[SHULHQFH�VWXG\LQJ�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�DJULFXOWXUDO�
production, including research on rural community sustainability, environmental regulations, the international 
organic industry, how farmers make environmental and production decisions and climate change knowledge 
DQG�PLWLJDWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV��'U��6FKHZH�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�D�5REHUW�&DOGZHOO�'LVWLQJXLVKHG�*UDGXDWH�
)HOORZVKLS�DQG�D�16)�'RFWRUDO�'LVVHUWDWLRQ�,PSURYHPHQW�*UDQW��6KH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�D�&R�3URMHFW�'LUHFWRU�RQ�D����
PLOOLRQ�86'$�1,)$�JUDQW�IRFXVHG�RQ�UHGXFLQJ�DQWLELRWLF�XVH�DQG�LPSURYLQJ�PLON�TXDOLW\�RQ�GDLU\�IDUPV�

Ms. Nell Valentine is a graduate of Mississippi State University and holds a master ’s degree in clinical psychology. 
Since 2002, she has coordinated the Mississippi Youth Tobacco Survey, which provides the state with data 
QHHGHG�WR�GHVLJQ��LPSOHPHQW�DQG�HYDOXDWH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�WREDFFR�FRQWURO�SURJUDPV��1HOO�LV�DOVR�3URMHFW�
&RRUGLQDWRU�IRU�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD�8QLW�DQG�ZRUNV�ZLWK�WKH�3DWKÀQGHUV�SURJUDP�WR�H[DPLQH�IUHVKPDQ�
retention at MSU. Ms. Valentine’s research has been published in numerous fact sheets and policy papers, as well 
as the Journal of the Mississippi Medical Association, informing program and policy decisions about health risk 
behaviors, chronic disease and tobacco legislation in Mississippi.

M s .  R a h e l  M a t h e w s

Dr .  Li nd s e y  Pe t e r s o n

Mr. Nathan Rosenbe rg

Dr .  Rebe c ca  Schewe

Ms. Nel l  Valent ine
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SPECIAL &2//$%25$7,9( PARTNERSHIPS
7KH�SURGXFWLYLW\�RI�665&�VFLHQWLVWV�UHPDLQV�KLJK�DQG�WKH�VXSSRUW�IURP�H[WUDPXUDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LV�TXLWH�
YDULHG��2XU�UHVHDUFK�EHQHÀWV�IURP�DZDUGV�DQG�SDUWQHUVKLSV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

American Academy of Pediatrics
Annie E. Casey Foundation 
&HQWHUV�IRU�'LVHDVH�&RQWURO�DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ
'UH\IXV�+HDOWK�)RXQGDWLRQ
(�4�+HDOWK�6ROXWLRQV
Flight Attendant Medical Research Institute
+DUYDUG�/DZ�6FKRRO
+DUYDUG�6FKRRO�RI�3XEOLF�+HDOWK
+HDOWK�5HVRXUFHV�DQG�6HUYLFHV�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium
National Center for Intermodal Transportation
1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWHV�RI�+HDOWK
1DWLRQDO�2FHDQLF�DQG�$WPRVSKHULF�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Tec de Monterrey, Mexico
7XODQH�8QLYHUVLW\�6FKRRO�RI�3XEOLF�+HDOWK�DQG�
   Tropical Medicine
U.S.�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH
U.S.�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RPPHUFH
U.S.�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV
U.S.�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\
U.S.�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH
U.S.�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
University of Catania, Italy
Washington University
Winokur Family Foundation

:LWKLQ�0LVVLVVLSSL��WKH�665&�KDV�SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZLWK�DQG�RU�IXQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�0HQWDO�+HDOWK
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HYHORSPHQW�$XWKRULW\
0LVVLVVLSSL�'LYLVLRQ�RI�3XEOLF�6DIHW\�3ODQQLQJ
Mississippi Education Innovation
0LVVLVVLSSL�+HDOWK�$GYRFDF\�3URJUDP
0LVVLVVLSSL�+HDOWK�&DUH�$VVRFLDWLRQ
Mississippi Institute for the Improvement of 
���*HRJUDSKLF�0LQRULW\�+HDOWK
0LVVLVVLSSL�,QVWLWXWLRQV�RI�+LJKHU�/HDUQLQJ
0LVVLVVLSSL�1RQ�SURÀWV
0LVVLVVLSSL�2੕FH�RI�+LJKZD\�6DIHW\
North Mississippi Medical Center
2੕FH�RI�5HVHDUFK�DQG�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW
0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK��2੕FH�RI����
   Tobacco Control
Preusser Research Group, Inc.
Southern Research Group
University of Mississippi Medical Center

%OXH�&URVV���%OXH�6KLHOG�RI�0LVVLVVLSSL
The Bower Foundation
&HQWHU�IRU�0LVVLVVLSSL�+HDOWK�3ROLF\
'HOWD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ���3XEOLF�6DIHW\
+HDOWK�&DUH�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�1RUWK�0LVVLVVLSSL
+HDOWK\�0LVVLVVLSSL
Mississippi Alcohol Safety Education Program
0LVVLVVLSSL�$UHD�+HDOWK�(GXFDWLRQ�&HQWHU
Mississippi Association of Grant Makers
Mississippi Case Management Consortium 
Mississippi Center for Education
Mississippi Center for Justice
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�0DULQH�5HVRXUFHV
0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�0HGLFDLG
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Low-income, minority teen mothers will soon have 
FXOWXUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�UHVRXUFHV�WKDQNV�WR�'U��.DWKOHHQ�
5DJVGDOH·V�H%DE\�SURMHFW��7KH�LQQRYDWLYH�SURMHFW�
translates Just in Time Parenting (JITP) content 
LQWR�PDWHULDOV�GHVLJQHG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�WKH�WDUJHW�
population. 

Ragsdale connected with JITP—whose goal is to 
SURYLGH�KLJK�TXDOLW\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�IDPLOLHV³
after recognizing the high number of pregnancies 
among minority, low-income teens. Ragsdale saw 
an opportunity for impact by shaping previously 
created JITP content into media commonly used by 
teens.

In order to design such media for the population, 
5DJVGDOH�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�/DXUD�:DOWRQ��3K�'���$35��
ZKR�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�SURMHFW·V�&R�3ULQFLSOH�,QYHVWLJDWRU�
and the coordinator of the Social Science 
Research Center’s (SSRC) Media Collaboration 
Laboratory (MCL). Walton and the MCL team use 
the latest technology to create various forms of 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RXWUHDFKHV�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW��

´:H�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV��ÀUVW�RI�
all, accurate and second, delivered in a relevant 
way so they’re engaged and interested in it. That’s 
ZKHUH�WKH�0&/�FRPHV�LQ��2XU�UROH�LV�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�H%DE\�SURMHFW�µ�
said Walton.

7KH�SURMHFW�RXWSXWV�LQFOXGH�D�VHULHV�RI�HLJKW�YLGHRV�
regarding infant care practices and nutrition for 
both babies and mothers. A variety of topics are 

covered in the videos including prenatal nutrition, 
breastfeeding myths and when to feed babies solid 
foods. The videos will be distributed on eBaby4U.
com, as well as on multiple social media platforms, 
including Facebook and YouTube.  

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�PHGLD�RXWUHDFK��WKH�H%DE\�SURMHFW�
also disseminates JITP content to cooperative 
extension specialists and community-based service 
providers that serve the target population. 

“We organized and presented two Training-the-
Trainer workshops that recruited extension specialists 
DQG�0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�ZRUNHUV�
throughout the state,” said Ragsdale.

7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH·V�
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
IXQGV�WKH�H%DE\�SURMHFW��1,)$�VXSSRUWV�UHVHDUFK��
education and extension programs within the Land-
Grant University System and partner organizations.

´7KH�H%DE\�SURMHFW�SODQV�WR�VHHN�IXQGLQJ�WR�IXUWKHU�
develop an integrated and responsive social media 
plan,” Ragsdale said. “This will help disseminate 
eBaby across multiple platforms popular among 
youth, especially as the social media environment is 
rapidly evolving and changing.”

by Sydney Hall

12
Dr. Kathleen Ragsdale reviewing an eBaby fact sheets.

0&/�VWDଉ�GLVFXVVHV�ZHEVLWH�GHVLJQ�

eBaby productions will be featured on YouTube.
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J J  T R I A L S
The Social Science Research Center (SSRC) was 
recently awarded a $2 million grant to begin a 
study on Juvenile Justice Translational Research on 
Interventions for Adolescents in the Legal System, 
known as JJ Trials.

The cooperative agreement is funded through 
7KH�1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�'UXJ�$EXVH��1,'$��DQG�
the implementation of evidence-based programs 
DGGUHVVLQJ�GUXJ�DEXVH�LQ�WKH�MXYHQLOH�\RXWK�FRXUWV��

An evidence-based practice (EBP) is a prevention 
RU�WUHDWPHQW�SURJUDP�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�VFLHQWLÀFDOO\�
tested and evaluated and proved to treat the issues 
LW�VSHFLÀFDOO\�WDUJHWV��

7KH�ÀYH�\HDU�VWXG\�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WUDQVODWLRQDO�
research and begin with a national survey to 
determine what treatment and prevention programs 
DUH�FXUUHQWO\�DYDLODEOH�DQG�EHLQJ�XVHG�E\�MXYHQLOH�
youth courts. The remaining years will be used to 
test a variety of strategies to determine which EBPs 
DUH�PRUH�H੔HFWLYH�IRU�WHHQV�LQ�WKH�\RXWK�FRXUWV���

7KH�665&·V�$VVRFLDWH�'LUHFWRU�DQG�5HVHDUFK�
3URIHVVRU�$QJHOD�5REHUWVRQ��3K�'���LV�WKH�SULQFLSDO�
investigator and hopes this study will contribute to 
implementation science. 

´2QH�WKLQJ�ZH�KRSH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�LV�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�
to get organizations to adopt and sustain the use of 
evidence-based practices, especially in these times 
of limited resources,” said Robertson. “Not only do 
we want them to adopt prevention and treatment 
SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�VFLHQWLÀFDOO\�H੔HFWLYH�DW�

UHGXFLQJ�GHOLQTXHQF\�
and drug abuse, but 
DOVR�DUH�FRVW�H੔HFWLYH�µ

-RKQ�%DUWNRZVNL��3K�'��
of the University of 
Texas at San Antonio 
will be taking the lead 
role in the collecting 
and analyzing of 
TXDOLWDWLYH�GDWD�IRU�--�

Trials.

´4XDOLWDWLYH�GDWD�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�D�
SURMHFW�OLNH�WKLV�EHFDXVH�RSHQ�HQGHG�LQWHUYLHZV�DQG�
UHODWHG�DSSURDFKHV�OHW�WKH�LQWHQGHG�EHQHÀFLDULHV�
RI�RXU�H੔RUWV�WHOO�XV��LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ZRUGV��KRZ�WKH�
program is working for them and how we can 
provide them with services that best meet their 
QHHGV��7KHLU�UHÁHFWLRQV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLOO�EH�DQ�
excellent complement to the survey information that 
ZH�ZLOO�DOVR�FROOHFW�RQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�µ�VDLG�%DUWNRZVNL�

Connie Baird-
7KRPDV��3K�'���
director of Mississippi 
+HDOWK�3ROLF\�
Research Center and 
will be serving as 
the Co-Investigator 
for JJ Trials. She will 
be looking at the 
existing assessments 
used to screen and 
assess teens in the 
MXYHQLOH�\RXWK�FRXUWV�
for substance abuse 
SUREOHPV�DQG�+,9�
risks. 

“We want to have evidence-based programs 
LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�WKH�MXYHQLOH�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�VR�WKDW�
we can assist kids and refer them to programs 
to help them if they do have substance abuse 
SUREOHPV�RU�WUHDWPHQW�SURJUDPV�LI�WKH\�KDYH�+,9�RU�
+,9�ULVNV�µ�H[SODLQV�%DLUG�7KRPDV

MSU’s SSRC is one of six research centers working 
on JJ Trials. The other centers are Emory University, 
Temple University, Columbia University, The 
University of Kentucky and Texas Christian University. 

´3HUVRQDOO\��,�KRSH�WKLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�
on kids involved in the Mississippi Juvenile Justice 
System,” said Robertson. “We don’t have nearly 
enough treatment programs here in Mississippi, 
particularly drug abuse programs for adolescents, so 
,·P�KRSLQJ�WKLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�KDYH�D�GLUHFW�LPSDFW�RQ�
the kids here in Mississippi.”

by Ashton Rushing
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P R E S E N T A T I O N S
%ODQH\��$���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-DQXDU\���:KR�DUH�
5RPHR�DQG�-XOLHW"�,GHQWLI\LQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�GL੔HUHQFHV�
DPRQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�H[KLELW�WKH�5RPHR�	�-XOLHW�H੔HFW��
Poster presented at the 2013 Society for Personality 
DQG�6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

&DUUROO��5���0F/HDQ��'���6LQFODLU��+��&���	�6SDUNV��&��
�������-DQXDU\���3ROLF\�DQG�SUHMXGLFH��(VWDEOLVKLQJ�D�
QHZ�VFDOH�RI�SUHMXGLFH�WRZDUGV�0H[LFDQ�LPPLJUDQWV��
Poster presented at the 2013 Society for Personality 
DQG�6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

Chi, G. (2013, April). The impacts of transport 
accessibility on population change across rural, 
suburban, and urban areas: A case study of 
Wisconsin at subcounty levels. Poster presented at 
the annual meeting of Population Association of 
$PHULFD�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

Chi, G. (2013, April). The relative impact of highway 
and airport accessibility on population change. 
Presented at the annual meeting of University 
Transportation Centers Conference for the 
6RXWKHDVWHUQ�5HJLRQ�LQ�2UODQGR��)OD�

Chi, G., & Boydstun, J. (2013, April). Gasoline price 
changes and residential relocation: Evidence from 
WKH�$PHULFDQ�+RXVLQJ�6XUYH\�������������3UHVHQWHG�
at the annual meeting of University Transportation 
Centers Conference for the Southeastern Region in 
2UODQGR��)OD�

Chi, G., & Boydstun, J. (2013, January). Rising 
gasoline prices and residential relocation closer to 
workplaces. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�5HVHDUFK�%RDUG�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'��&�

&KL��*���	�0DUFRXLOOHU��'��:���������$SULO���
In-migration to remote rural regions: The relative 
impacts of natural amenities and land developability. 
Presented at the annual meeting of Population 
$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

&KL��*���3RUWHU��-��5���&RVE\��$��*���	�/HYLQVRQ��'��
(2013, January). Understanding the impact of 
JDVROLQH�SULFH�FKDQJHV�RQ�WUD੕F�VDIHW\��$�WLPH�
geography approach. Presented at the annual 
meeting of the Transportation Research Board in 
:DVKLQJWRQ��'��&�

&KL��*���4XGGXV��0��$���+XDQJ��$���	�/HYLQVRQ��'��
�������-DQXDU\���8UEDQ�UXUDO�GL੔HUHQFH�RI�JDVROLQH�
SULFH�H੔HFWV�RQ�WUD੕F�VDIHW\��3UHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�DQQXDO�
meeting of the Transportation Research Board.  

&DUVRQ��+���������2FWREHU���)URP�SHUFHSWLRQ�WR�
practice: Linking needs and opportunities GoPlay 
initiative in Starkville, Miss. Presented during a 
Breakout Session at the 6th Annual Southern 
2EHVLW\�6XPPLW�LQ�&KDUORWWH��1�&�

Cockrell, W. T., Finnegan, A., Novotny, A., & Sinclair, 
+��&���������-DQXDU\���7KH�SRZHU�RI�RQH��+RZ�D�
VLQJOH�SUHMXGLFHG�RU�WROHUDQW�SHUVRQ�FDQ�D੔HFW�
WKH�HQGRUVHPHQW�RI�V\PEROLF�SUHMXGLFH��3RVWHU�
presented at the 2013 Society for Personality and 
6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

Colvin, L. (2012, August). Examining trends among 
youth smoking over the last decade. Presented at 
the American Lung Association Summit in Jackson, 
Miss.

&ROYLQ��/��:���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-XO\���,V�LW�UHDOO\�
DERXW�GHVWLQ\"�+RZ�LPSOLFLW�WKHRULHV�DQG�VRFLDO�
QHWZRUN�RSLQLRQV�FDQ�LQÁXHQFH�FRPPLWPHQW��3DSHU�
submitted as part of symposium titled “The new 
story of Romeo & Juliet” to the 2012 International 
Association of Relationships Research conference in 
Chicago, Ill.

Cosby, A. G. (2013, April). Presented at the University 
of Alabama about the recently developed Social 
Media Tracking and Analysis System (SMTAS) in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Cosby, A. G., & Mohanty, S., (2013, February) Using 
social media to track and analyze natural disasters: 
7KH�+XUULFDQH�6DQG\�WHVW��3UHVHQWHG�DW�+DUYDUG�/DZ�
School, Boston, Mass.
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Cosby, A. G., & Mohanty, S., (2013, February) Using 
social media to track and analyze natural disasters: 
7KH�+XUULFDQH�6DQG\�WHVW��3UHVHQWHG�DW�+DUYDUG�
6FKRRO�RI�3XEOLF�+HDOWK��%RVWRQ��0DVV�

Cosby, A. G., & Mohanty, S., (2013, February) Using 
social media to track and analyze natural disasters: 
7KH�+XUULFDQH�6DQG\�WHVW��3UHVHQWHG�DW�%UDQGHLV�
University, Boston, Mass.

Cosby A. G., Richardson, J., & Mohanty, S. (2012, 
November). Social Media Tracking and Analysis 
Systems (SMTAS). Workshop conducted at the 
6WHQQLV�6SDFH�&HQWHU�LQ�+DQFRFN�&RXQW\��0LVV�

Cossman R., Cossman, J., James, W., & Shoultz, G. 
(2012, July). The Association Between Migration and 
0RUWDOLW\�DW�WKH�8�6��&RXQW\�/HYHO�²�$UH�+HDOWK�5DWHV�
Stable When Populations Are Not. Paper accepted 
for presentation at University of St. Andrews 
conference “Innovative Perspectives on Population 
Mobility: Mobility, Immobility, and Well-Being” in 
Scotland. 

&RVVPDQ��5���5RJHUV��6���0F%ULGH��'���6WXEEV��0���
6RQJ��;���6XWWRQ��/���������-XQH���:KHQ�WKH�'RFWRU�
&DQ�6HH�<RX�'HSHQGV��'L੔HULQJ�&RXQW\�/HYHO�
$FFHVV�WR�+HDOWK�&DUH�LQ�0LVVLVVLSSL���3UHVHQWHG�DW�
the Rural Medical Scholars in Starkville, Miss.

&URVV��*��:���������$SULO���'LVWUDFWHG�GULYLQJ��
An overview of relevant statistics, research, 
and proposed deterrents. Invited lecture for 
'U��*XDQJTLQJ�&KL·V�JUDGXDWH�OHYHO�FRXUVH�RQ�
Transportation and Society at Mississippi State, Miss.

Cross, G. W. (2013, April). Presented information 
about research conduct at the SSRC at The College 
of Education’s Faculty and Student Research Forum 
in Starkville, Miss.

&URVV��*��:���%ULOH\��&���+DOO��6��.���	�/RGHQ��'���������
0D\����3DUWQHUVKLSV�WR�3URPRWH�+HDOWK\�/LIHVW\OHV�IRU�
Children and Communities. Poster presented at the 
1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWHV�RI�+HDOWK·V�$QQXDO�&RQIHUHQFH�IRU�
1,+�6FLHQFH�(GXFDWLRQ�3URMHFWV�LQ�2PDKD��1HE�

'L)UDQ]D��-���:HOOPDQ��5���	�0F0LOOHQ��5���������
0DUFK���%ODFN�DQG�+LVSDQLF�VPRNHUV�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�
than whites to be tobacco dependent. Poster 
accepted to the 2013 Society for Research on 
Nicotine and Tobacco Annual Meeting in Boston, 
Mass.

(OOLWKRUSH��&���%UXFH��6��%���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������
January). Chivalry or sexism? Non-egalitarian dating 
scripts persistent, thanks in part to chivalry norms. 
Poster presented at the 2013 Society for Personality 
DQG�6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��
La.

(OOLWKRUSH��&���	�6LQFODLU��+�&���������-XO\���:KR·V�JRW�
the love?: Examining relational interdependent self-
FRQVWUXDO�DV�D�EX੔HU�WR�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�GLVDSSURYDO��
Poster submitted to the 2012 International 
Association of Relationships Research conference in 
Chicago, Ill.

(PHUVRQ��0��(���	�1HDYHV��7��7���������2FWREHU���
Extra-governmental compensation funds in disaster 
UHVSRQVH��%HQHÀWV��FRQVHTXHQFHV��DQG�WUDGH�R੔V��
Presented at the Southeastern Conference for Public 
Administration in Coral Springs, Fla.

)D\��%���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-DQXDU\���5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
or revenge? Motivations for post-breakup behavior. 
Poster presented at the 2013 Society for Personality 
DQG�6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

)LQQHJDQ��$���&RFNUHOO��:���	�6LQFODLU��+��&��
(2013, January). Self-interest rules: Assessing the 
persuasiveness of gay rights arguments from likely 
and unlikely sources. Poster presented at the 2013 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

)UDWHVL��&��$���:LOOLDPV��5��'���+XQW��%��3���6OLQNDUG��6��
%���%ULOH\��&��$���7LGZHOO��'��.���%XUQH\��/��5DJVGDOH��
K. (2012, November). Community Mapping and 
$VVHVVPHQW�RI�2EHVLW\�3UHYHQWLRQ�5HVRXUFHV��
3UHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�6FLHQWLÀF�0HHWLQJ�RI�WKH�2EHVLW\�
Society in San Antonio, Texas.
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Gardner, S. (2013, April). Still the tragic mulatto? 
Multiraciality in magazine media. Presented at 
Southern Sociological Society in Atlanta, Ga.

+DLUÀHOG��.���:DONHU��%��+���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������
January). Maintaining intolerance: The role of 
right-wing authoritarianism and social dominance 
orientation in resisting tolerant norms. Poster 
presented at the 2013 Society for Personality and 
6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D��

+RZHOO��$��/���3HUNR��/���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������
January). Passionately obsessed: Love styles and 
the likelihood to stalk a romantic partner after a 
UHMHFWLRQ��3RVWHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH������6RFLHW\�IRU�
Personality and Social Psychology conference in 
1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

+RZHOO��$���3HUNR��/���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-XO\���
What love has to do with it: Love styles and stalking 
behavior. Paper presented at the 2012 International 
Association of Relationships Research conference in 
Chicago, Ill.

-RKQVRQ��-���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-DQXDU\���
Egalitarian optimist or social vigilante: Who 
FRQIURQWV�SUHMXGLFH"�3RVWHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH������
Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

-RQHV��6���0F0LOOHQ��5���	�+DUW��5���������2FWREHU���
Secondhand smoke: Impact on Mississippi’s health 
and economy. Poster presented at the 140th 
$QQXDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�3XEOLF�+HDOWK�
Association in San Francisco, Calif.

/\QGRQ��$���6LQFODLU��+��&���	�/DGQ\��5��7���������-XO\���
$GGLQJ�LQVXOW�WR�LQMXU\��(੔HFWV�RI�VHOI�UHJXODWLRQ��
UHMHFWLRQ�VHQVLWLYLW\�DQG�UHMHFWLRQ�W\SH�RQ�REVHVVLYH�
relational intrusion. Paper presented at the 
International Association of Relationships Research 
conference in Chicago, Ill.

Mathews, R. (2013, May). Participated in a grantee 
PHHWLQJ�FRQYHQHG�E\�WKH�'HQWDO�)RXQGDWLRQ�LQ�
Cambridge, Mass.

0DWKHZV��5���������-XQH���3UHVHQWHG�ÀQGLQJV�
IURP�WKH������+,9�&RPPXQLW\�3UHYHQWLRQ�1HHGV�
$VVHVVPHQW�DW�D�0LVVLVVLSSL�+,9�3UHYHQWLRQ�*URXS�
meeting in Jackson, Miss.

McClellan, K. (2013, March). Birds, Mushrooms, and 
Fish: Ways of Knowing the Kankakee River Basin. 
Conference paper presented at the 73rd Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, 
'HQYHU��&ROR�

McClellan, K. (2013, March). Invited Talk: “Visual 
0DUNHWLQJ��$UW�DQG�'LVSOD\�LQ�6\ULD·V�0DUNHWSODFHV�µ�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLRORJ\�DQG�$QWKURSRORJ\��
Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa.

McClellan, K. (2013, March). Invited Talk: “Visual 
Culture and Artful Selling in Syria’s Marketplaces.” 
&HQWHU�IRU�$UDE�DQG�,VODPLF�6WXGLHV�DQG�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�$UW�+LVWRU\��9LOODQRYD�8QLYHUVLW\��3KLODGHOSKLD��3D�

McClelland, E. (2012, September). Investigating 
poly-tobacco use among Mississippi middle and 
high school students. Presented at Mississippi Public 
+HDOWK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD��0LVV�

McClelland, E., Colvin, L., Valentine, N., & McMillen, 
R. (2013, March). Trends in poly-tobacco use among 
Mississippi Secondary Students. Poster accepted 
to the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Southeastern 
Psychological Association, Atlanta, Ga.

0F&OXVNH\��'��/���5REHUWVRQ��$��$���	�6WRYDOO��0��
(2013, April). The use of evidence-based treatments 
in substance abuse treatment in Mississippi. Poster 
presented at the 6th Annual Mississippi School for 
$GGLFWLRQ�3URIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�+DWWLHVEXUJ��0LVV�

0F.HH��&���	�%DJJHWW��'���������2FWREHU���3HUFHSWLRQ�
and prevalence of childhood obesity in Mississippi. 
3RVWHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH��WK�$QQXDO�6RXWKHUQ�2EHVLW\�
Summit, in Charlotte, N.C.

0F0LOOHQ��5���������$XJXVW���(FRQRPLF�H੔HFWV�RI�
smoke-free ordinances in Mississippi communities. 
Poster presented at the 2012 National Conference 
RQ�7REDFFR�25�+HDOWK�LQ�.DQVDV�&LW\��0R�
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McMillen, R. (2012, August). Before and after: A 
look at Mississippi’s only smoke-free casino. Poster 
accepted to the 2012 National Conference on 
7REDFFR�25�+HDOWK�LQ�.DQVDV�&LW\��0R�

McMillen, R. (2012, August). Secondhand smoke 
DQG�TXLWOLQHV��3DSHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH������$QQXDO�
0HHWLQJ�RI�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�4XLWOLQH�&RQVRUWLXP�
in Kansas City, Mo.

McMillen, R. (2013, January). Testimony at a Senate 
3XEOLF�+HDOWK�DQG�:HOIDUH�&RPPLWWHH�KHDULQJ�RQ�
smoke-free air in Jackson, Miss.

0F0LOOHQ��5���:LOVRQ��.���*URQHU��-���	�:LQLFNR੔��-��
(2012, August). Possible misconceptions in self-
reported tobacco smoke exposure. Poster presented 
DW�WKH������1DWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�7REDFFR�25�
+HDOWK�LQ�.DQVDV�&LW\��0R�

McMillen, R., Valentine, N., Colvin, L., Means, M., 
	�0F&OHOODQG��(���������2FWREHU���3UHVHQWHG�7KH�
Role of Communications and Media in the Fight 
for Smoke-Free Aire to a delegation of faculty and 
students from the University of Catania at Mississippi 
State, Miss.

McMillen, R., Valentine, N., McClelland, E., & 
6PLWK��+��5���������$SULO���3UHVHQWHG�ÀQGLQJV�DW�WKH�
Mississippi Tobacco Control Conference at MSU’s 
Social Science Research Center’s CAVS Extension 
Center in Starkville, Miss.

McThomas, M. (2012, August). Being heard: 
Representation and the interests of undocumented 
migrants in the U. S. Paper presented at the 
American Political Science Association’s annual 
FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

0F7KRPDV��0���������2FWREHU���6WDWXV�DQG�6WDQGLQJ��
Securing Recognition for Undocumented Individuals.
Presented at the Association for Political Theory’s 
DQQXDO�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

Morse, M. (2012, November). Can a simple 
0DQLSXODWLRQ�RI�6RFLDO�'HVLUDELOLW\�&KDQJH�/DWH�
Adolescents? Presented research at the 46th Annual 
Convention of the Association for Behavorial and 
&RJQLWLYH�7KHUDSLHV�LQ�1DWLRQDO�+DUERU��0G�

Myers, L., Cross, G. W., and Miley, R. (2013, January). 
0LVVLVVLSSL�H&LWH�3URMHFW��3UHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�6WDWH�
7UD੕F�5HFRUGV�&RPPLWWHH�0HHWLQJ��5LGJHODQG��0LVV�

Myers, L., Cross, G. W., & Miley, R. (2013, May). 
$Q�XSGDWH�RQ�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�H&LWDWLRQ�3URMHFW��
Presented at the Statewide Seminar for Mississippi 
Justice Court Clerks, Jackson, Miss.

1HDYHV��7��7���������2FWREHU���3HUIRUPDQFH�
management applications for rural-based state 
law enforcement: A case study of the Mississippi 
+LJKZD\�6DIHW\�3DWURO�'DLO\�$FWLYLW\�5HSRUWLQJ�
System. Presented at the University of Central 
)ORULGD·V�&HQWHU�IRU�3XEOLF�DQG�1RQ�3URÀW�
0DQDJHPHQW�5HVHDUFK�&ROORTXLXP�6SHDNHU��LQ�
2UODQGR��)OD�

Neaves, T. T. (2013, March). Performance 
Management Applications for Rural-Based State 
Law Enforcement: A Case Study of the Mississippi 
+LJKZD\�6DIHW\�3DWURO�'DLO\�$FWLYLW\�5HSRUWLQJ�
System. Presented at the American Society for Public 
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ��LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/$�

1HDYHV��7��7���	�6LQQRWW���.��&���������2FWREHU���
Mentoring Essentials: What Every Mentor and 
Protégé Should Know. Presented at the American 
Society for Public Administration, in a webinar 
format.

3DWZDUGKDQ��3���0F0LOOHQ��5���	�:LQLFNR੔��-���������
August). Consumer opinions on tobacco sales in 
pharmacies and grocery stores. Poster presented at 
WKH������1DWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�7REDFFR�25�+HDOWK�
in Kansas City, Mo.

Pearson, J., McMillen, R., Tanski, S., Gottlieb, M., 
	�:LQLFNR੔��-���������$XJXVW���3XEOLF�UHDFWLRQ�WR�
)'$�UHJXODWLRQ�RI�PHQWKRO�DQG�QLFRWLQH��2UDO�
Presentation presented at the 2012 National 
&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�7REDFFR�25�+HDOWK�LQ�.DQVDV�&LW\��
Mo. 20



3HUNR��/���+RZHOO��$���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-DQXDU\���
'L੔HUHQWLDWLQJ�UHMHFWLRQ��$�FRQWLQXHG�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�
WKUHDWV�RI�UHMHFWLRQ�W\SHV��3RVWHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�
2013 Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/$�

Ragsdale, K. (2013, March). Be a Food Groupie’s 
Impact on Children’s Nutritional Knowledge: 2012 
3UHOLPLQDU\�5HVXOWV��-RLQW�+HDOWK�&DUH�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�
1RUWK�0LVVLVVLSSL�%RDUG�0HHWLQJ�DQG�+HDOWK:RUNV��
Campaign Steering Committee Meeting, Tupelo, 
Miss.

5DJVGDOH��.���������'HFHPEHU���,QFUHDVLQJ�$FFHVV�
WR�<RXWK�)ULHQGO\�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��6HUYHG�DV�D�
3DQHO�'LVFXVVDQW�DW�D�FRQIHUHQFH�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH�
Women’s Fund of Mississippi and the Mississippi 
6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�LQ�-DFNVRQ��0LVV�

Ragsdale, K., & Rödlach, A., (2012, November). 
Cross-cutting Borders between Community and 
+HDOWK��+HDOWK�'LVSDULWLHV�DQG�&RPPXQLW\�+HDOWK�
DFURVV�'LYHUVH�9XQHUDEOH�3RSXODWLRQV��3UHVHQWHG�
on a panel at the 2012 American Anthropological 
Association Conference in San Francisco, Calif.

5DJVGDOH��.���:DOWRQ��/��5���:LOOLDPV��5��'���3RUWHU��
-��5���*DOOPDQ��6���*DOH\��6���	�+XPSKUH\��0���������
1RYHPEHU���'HOWD�7HHQ�H+HDOWK�)RFXV�*URXS�3URMHFW��
Formative research to enhance teen pregnancy 
prevention in Mississippi among rural and African 
$PHULFDQ�\RXWK�WKURXJK�QHZ�PHGLD�LQWHUQHW�
technology. Poster presented at the American Public 
+HDOWK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&DOLI�

5DJVGDOH��.��:DOWRQ��/��5���+DOO��6��.���.LUNODQG��&���
Smith, C. L. Conrad, K., Frazier, T. E., Pellegrine, S. 
(���������-XQH���H%DE\�3URMHFW��8VLQJ�6RFLDO�0HGLD�
to Enhance Infant Feeding Behaviors among Teen 
0RWKHUV�LQ�0LVVLVVLSSL��3UHVHQWHG�DW�WKH������'HOWD�
'LUHFWLRQV�&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�&ODUNVGDOH��0LVV�

Robertson, A. A. (2013, February). Assessment 
RI�'0&��$QDO\VLV�RI�-XYHQLOH�-XVWLFH�'DWD�IRU�
3URJUDP�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ��8VLQJ�'DWD�
IRU�-XYHQLOH�-XVWLFH�'HFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��3UHVHQWHG�
at the 38th Juvenile Justice Symposium and 
1DWLRQDO�'LVSURSRUWLRQDWH�0LQRULW\�&RQWDFW��'0&��
Conference, “Justice for all Youth:  Ensuring a 
Successful Transition to a Productive Adulthood,” in 
Biloxi, Miss.

Robertson, A. A. (2013, April). Attended the 
-XYHQLOH�'HWHQWLRQ�$OWHUQDWLYHV�,QLWLDWLYH�,QWHU�VLWH�
Conferences in Atlanta, Ga.

5REHUWVRQ��$��$���������-XO\���'UXJ�8VH�DQG�'UXJ�
LPSDLUHG�'ULYLQJ�E\�0$6(3�SDUWLFLSDQWV��3UHVHQWHG�
at the 40th anniversary MASEP celebration and 
annual training in Flowood, Miss. 

Robertson, A. A., Gardner, S., & McCluskey, L. 
�������-XQH���0$6(3�����\HDUV�RI�'8,�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
program development. Presented at Lifesavers 2012 
&RQIHUHQFH��2UODQGR��)OD�

5REHUWVRQ��$��$���	�0F&OXVNH\�'��/���������$SULO���
'UXJ�LPSDLUHG�GULYLQJ��2੔HQGHU�UHSRUWV�RI�GUXJV�
used on the day of arrest. Poster presented at 
the 6th Annual Mississippi School for Addiction 
3URIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�+DWWLHVEXUJ��0LVV�

6KDFNOHIRUG��6���0F0LOOHQ��5���	�+DUW��5���������$SULO���
Forging collaborations using administrative data 
and collaborative partnerships to support local and 
state smoke-free air initiatives. Paper accepted to 
WKH�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\�IRU�3XEOLF�+HDOWK�
(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�2UODQGR��)OD�

6KDFNHOIRUG��6���0F0LOOHQ��5���	�+DUW��5���������
2FWREHU���6HFRQGKDQG�VPRNH��,PSDFW�RQ�
Mississippi’s health and economy. Poster presented 
at the 140th Annual Conference of the American 
3XEOLF�+HDOWK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&DOLI�
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6LQFODLU��+��&���������-XO\���7KH�QHZ�VWRU\�RI�5RPHR�
& Juliet. Served as chair of symposium accepted for 
the 2012 International Association of Relationships 
5HVHDUFK�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�&KLFDJR��,OO���'LVFXVVDQW��'U��
'LDQH�)HOPOHH��

6RXWKZDUG��/���	�%X੕QJWRQ��$���������2FWREHU���
From the school board room to the superintendent’s 
R੕FH��+RZ�VFKRRO�R੕FLDOV�YLHZ�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�
advocates for change. Presented during a Breakout 
6HVVLRQ�DW�WKH��WK�$QQXDO�6RXWKHUQ�2EHVLW\�6XPPLW��
2FWREHU�������LQ�&KDUORWWH��1�&�

Stubbs, M. (2012, September). An examination of the 
SUHGLFWRUV�RI�UHFLGLYLVP�DPRQJ�MXYHQLOHV��3UHVHQWHG�
at the Southern Criminal Justice Association in 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Stubbs, M. (2012, September). Predictors of 
adolescent online sexual activity. Presented at the 
Southern Criminal Justice Association in 
Jacksonville, Fla.

7DQVNL��6���0F0LOOHQ��5���:LOVRQ��.���:LQLFNR੔��-����	�
Klein, J. (2013, May). Trends in tobacco counseling: 
Results from a survey of parents. Poster presented 
at the Pediatric Academic Societies Meeting, 
:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�

Valentine, N., & Colvin, L. (2012, September). 
Mississippi Tobacco Free Coalitions Update from 
0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD��3UHVHQWHG�DW�0LVVLVVLSSL�
7REDFFR�)UHH�&RDOLWLRQV�TXDUWHUO\�PHHWLQJ�LQ�
Flowood, Miss.

Valentine, N., & McMillen, R. (2012, September). 
8SGDWH�IURP�0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD��3UHVHQWHG�
at the FY13 Statewide Tobacco Control Grantees 
0HHWLQJ�IRU�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
+HDOWK��06'+��2੕FH�RI�7REDFFR�&RQWURO�LQ�-DFNVRQ��
Miss.

Valentine, N., McMillen, R., & Zhang, L. (2012, 
August). Linkage between declines in youth smoking 
and Mississippi tobacco control. Poster presented at 
WKH������1DWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�7REDFFR�25�+HDOWK�
in Kansas City, Mo.

:DONHU��%��+���-RKQVRQ��-���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������
January). Motivating tolerance: Internal and external 
PRWLYDWLRQV�WR�UHVLVW�SUHMXGLFLDO�QRUPV��3RVWHU�
presented at the 2013 Society for Personality and 
6RFLDO�3V\FKRORJ\�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

:DONHU��%��+���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-XO\���$VVHUWLQJ�
independence: Examining how reactance moderates 
WKH�H੔HFWV�RI�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�RSLQLRQV�RQ�URPDQWLF�
relationship initiation. Paper presented at the 2012 
International Association of Relationships Research 
conference in Chicago, Ill.

:DOWRQ��/��5���+DOO��6��.���	�)UD]LHU��7��(���������$SULO���
,QWHUQVKLSV�WKDW�52&.���([SHULHQFHV�IURP�%RWK�
Sides of the Experience. Invited presentation at the 
Public Relations Association of Mississippi Annual 
Conference, Vicksburg, Miss.

:LOVRQ��.���0F0LOOHQ��5���7DQVNL��6���.OHLQ��-���:LQLFNR੔��
-���������2FWREHU���+RPH�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�VPRNH�LV��
Assessing residential exposure to secondhand 
tobacco smoke. Symposium presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the International Society of Exposure 
Science Conference, Seattle, Wa.

Wilson, K., Torok, M., McMillen, R., Tanski, S., Klein, J., 
	�:LQLFNR੔��-���������0D\���)URP�VPRNH�IUHH�KRPHV�
to smoke-free lives: A national survey of parent 
attitudes about children’s tobacco smoke exposure. 
Poster presented at the Pediatric Academic Societies 
0HHWLQJ��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�

Wilson, K., Torok, M., McMillen, R., Klein, J., Tanski, 
6���	�:LQLFNR੔��-���������0D\���%HOLHIV�DERXW�VPRNLQJ�
in multi-unit housing among US adults: 2011-2012. 
Poster presented at the Pediatric Academic Societies 
0HHWLQJ��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�

:ULJKW��%��/���	�6LQFODLU��+��&���������-XO\���,V�LW�UHDOO\�
DERXW�GLVDSSURYDO"�&RPSDULQJ�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�
of social network approval and disapproval on 
relationship initiation. Paper presented as part of 
symposium titled “The new story of Romeo & Juliet” 
to the 2012 International Association of Relationships 
Research conference in Chicago, Ill.
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SURVEYS
'HOWD�6RFLDO�&OLPDWH�6XUYH\�RI�7REDFFR�&RQWURO�²�
0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK

Food Environment Survey – Tulane University 
6FKRRO�RI�3XEOLF�+HDOWK�DQG�7URSLFDO�0HGLFLQH�

Gulf Coast Survey: Pilot Testing for Response Rate 
– University of Albany, State University of New York

+HDOWKFDUH�$GYRFDWHV�'HFLVLRQ�0DNLQJ�3URFHVVHV�
IRU�6XSSRUWLQJ�+HDOWKFDUH�/HJLVODWLRQ�²�3UHYHQWLRQ�
Research Center at Washington University in St. 
Louis

�����+XPDQ�&DSLWDO��(QKDQFLQJ�WKH�$FDGHPLF�
$FKLHYHPHQW�RI�6WXGHQWV�RI�&RORU�6XUYH\�²�2੕FH�
RI�'LYHUVLW\�	�(TXLW\�3URJUDPV�DW�0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�
University

0LVVLVVLSSL�'HOWD�,UULJDWLRQ�6XUYH\�²�'HOWD�
Sustainable Water Resources Task Force

0LVVLVVLSSL�'HQWLVW�6XUYH\�²�0LVVLVVLSSL�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK��2੕FH�RI�5XUDO�+HDOWK�	�
Primary Care

2013 Mississippi Social Climate Survey of Tobacco 
&RQWURO�²�0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK

2013 Mississippi Vocational Rehabilitation Client 
6XUYH\�²�0LVVLVVLSSL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�
Services

MSU Extension Service Brand Awareness Survey – 
Mississippi State University Extension Service 

2013 National Social Climate Survey of Tobacco 
Control – American Academy of Pediatrics 

Natural Resource Enterprises Landowner Survey – 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:LOGOLIH��)LVKHULHV�DQG�$TXDFXOWXUH��
Mississippi State University

1RUWKHDVW�0LVVLVVLSSL�+HDOWK�$VVHVVPHQW�6XUYH\�²�
My Brother’s Keeper, Inc. (MBK)

4XDOLW\�RI�/LIH�LQ�WKH�'HOWD�6XUYH\�²�7KH�:DOWRQ�
Family Foundation

6XUYH\�RI�0DVWLWLV�0DQDJHPHQW�RQ�'DLU\�)DUPV�²�
8��6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH

23



Social Media Tracking & Analysis System
The Social Media Tracking and Analysis System 
(SMTAS) has helped close the gap between research, 
science and social media at the Social Science 
Research Center. 

SMTAS is software developed through the collective 
H੔RUWV�RI�'UV��$UWKXU�*��&RVE\��-RKQ�(GZDUGV�DQG�
Somya Mohanty and Mr. Josh Richardson and Mr. Jake 
Gaylor that analyzes content in social media, primarily 
Twitter, to gain insight into situations without the need 
for direct communication with individuals.

Twitter, a social media phenomenon used by millions,  
houses 500 millions tweets a day; but to SSRC 
scientists, it contains millions of bits of information. 

Cosby explained that with SMTAS, the SSRC can 
monitor sleeping patterns, rape blaming cases, how 
ethnic populations move, city improvement services 
and structural building damage after storms and many 
other phenomena.

Until now, social scientists have typically studied 
human behavior through voluntary surveys. “Social 

media is a passive survey,” 
explained Mohanty.

“Because of SMTAS, I can 
access half a billion cases 
of human behavior a day,” 
Cosby added. 

The research possibilities 
are endless. SMTAS was 
most recently utilized      
during two U.S. natural 
disasters.

$V�+XUULFDQH�6DQG\�
approached the 
northeastern coastline, 
SMTAS monitored tweets 
from certain geographic 
locations. Researchers 
were able to study human 
behavior as the storm 
was approaching, as well 
as where power outages 
occurred and which areas 
ZHUH�ÁRRGHG�VLPSO\�E\�
Twitter users’ posts.  

SMTAS collected approximately 400,000 images of 
storm damage. Geo-located tweets show before and 
after pictures of damage through the tweeted image 
and Google Street View. 

Social media users became news reporters by 
addressing the demands of the situation. In the 
aftermath of the storm, tweets doubled. Most fell 
LQWR�IRXU�FDWHJRULHV��DVNLQJ�IRU�KHOS��R੔HULQJ�KHOS��
organizing help and asking for relief organizations’ 
KHOS��$OO�RI�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�GL੕FXOW�
without social media.

/DXUD�0\HUV��3K�'��ZRUNHG�ZLWK�607$6�VXUURXQGLQJ�
WKH�0RRUH��2NOD���WRUQDGRHV��,Q�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�FDVH��
607$6�WUDFNHG�WZHHWV�VSHFLÀF�WR�EXLOGLQJ�GDPDJH��
Using tweets, a research team could locate building 
damage and have a picture of the damage to 
study. Researchers hope to use these results to aid 
in improving building structures and architectural 
programs to better withstand natural disasters. 

Social scientists can advise computer scientists 
on relevant data to pull from the immense amount 
collected. Mohanty views this idea as a “golden 
opportunity.”

´7KH�EHVW�WKLQJ�DERXW�WKLV�HQWLUH�SURMHFW�LV�WKH�
collaboration between computer scientists and social 
scientists...that is where a lot of things take place,” 
said Mohanty. 

0LVVLVVLSSL�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�DFDGHPLF�
institutions to study social media in this manner. The 
665&�LV�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�UHVHDUFK�IDFLOLW\�WR�LQLWLDWH�
the move toward a big data approach, and scientists 
SODQ�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKHVH�H੔RUWV�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�VRFLDO�
science issues.                      by Katie Ruth Robertson

Google Street Maps view of 
area before hurricane

Photo of same street after 
hurricane damage received

 via SMTAS
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R E C O G N I T I O N S  & 
Ms. Dorris Baggett, Research Fellow and 
&KLOGKRRG�2XWUHDFK�&RRUGLQDWRU��FRPSOHWHG�D�
distinguished career with MSU’s Social Science 
Research Center on Feb. 28, 2013. With a master ’s 
degree in psychology, she soon began working 
RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�VSDQQLQJ�WKH�
last 25 years. Baggett’s contributions to various 
SURMHFWV��ZKHWKHU�DV�3URMHFW�&RRUGLQDWRU�RU�5HVHDUFK�
Associate, included a wide array of research topics, 
including literacy, truancy issues, alcohol and drug 
studies. As a member of the Family & Children 
Research Unit, Baggett has made numerous 
contributions to research focusing on childhood 
obesity, children’s oral health care, tobacco, 
0LVVLVVLSSL�.,'6�&2817�DQG�RWKHUV��%DJJHWW�KDV�
made tremendous contributions that have truly 
PDGH�GL੔HUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�OLYHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�
and families across Mississippi. 

Ms. Connie Baird and Ms. Linda Southward 
attended the W. K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) 
(YDOXDWRUV�DQG�'DWD�3DUWQHUV�5HWUHDW�LQ�&KLFDJR�
on July 23-25. The Foundation sponsored the 
retreat in order to foster a deeper understanding of 
WKKF evaluation, learning and knowledge transfer 
framework to ensure the collective ability to impact 
communities with vunerable children.

Ms. Candace Barnette of the Media Collaboration 
Laboratory competed in the 2013 Southeastern 
Journalism Conference on Feb. 21-23, 2013. The 
conference was held at Union University in Jackson, 
Tenn. She received second place in the Public 
Relations Crisis Management on-site category with 
her teammate, Ms. Julia Pendley.

Mr. Tom Bishop (20 years), Mr. Tim Lawless (20 
years), Ms. Cathy Roberts (20 years), Ms. Judi 
Hamilton (25 years), Mr. Steve Bramlett (30 years) 
and Mr. Melvin Ray (30 years) received service 
awards by MASEP for their years of service as 
facilitators and assistants.

Dr. Guangqing Chi was promoted to Associate 
Professor of Sociology.

Ms. Kelli Conrad and Ms. Tracy Frazier of the 
Media Collaboration Laboratory were nominated for 
the 2013 Public Relations Association of Mississippi’s 
Student of the Year award. Ms. Conrad was 
announced the winner at the 2013 State Conference 
in Vicksburg, Miss. on April 19, 2013. She received a 
$1,000 scholarship with this award.

Dr. Ronald Cossman was promoted to Research 
3URIHVVRU��+H�KDV�EHHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�6RFLDO�
Science Research Center since 2001.

Dr. Ronald Cossman, Research Professor, was 
elected President Elect (2014) of the Southern 
'HPRJUDSKLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ��7KH�VFLHQWLÀF�DQG�
educational organization is over 42 years old, has 
over 200 members and focuses on demography and 
population studies primarily in the southern United 
States. Cossman previously served as a member 
of the board and co-editor of the association’s 
QHZVOHWWHU��+H�HDUQHG�D�0�6��LQ�'HPRJUDSK\�DQG�
Population Studies from Florida State University and 
D�3K��'��LQ�*HRJUDSK\�IURP�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RORUDGR��
Boulder. 

Dr. Ronald Cossman has been accepted into the 
NSF-Census Research Network-funded specialist 
meeting at the University of Colorado at Boulder’s 
Population Center. The topic was “Measuring People 
in Place: Small Area Estimation and the Geography 
of Population Surveys.” The meeting consisted of 
���H[SHUWV�DQG�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�WUDGH�R੔�EHWZHHQ�
attribute and geographic precision as one moves 
from a large to small geographic scale using the 
American Community Survey.

Mr. Andrew Finnegan, an Undergraduate Research 
$VVLVWDQW�WR�'U��&ROOHHQ�6LQFODLU��ZRQ�ÀUVW�SODFH�LQ�
the Social Sciences category at the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium for his presentation, “Self-
interest rules: Assessing the persuasiveness of gay 
rights arguments from likely and unlikely sources.”
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Ms. Brittany Mack, an Undergraduate Research 
$VVLVWDQW�WR�'U��&ROOHHQ�6LQFODLU��ZDV�D�UHFLSLHQW�RI�
WKH�2*6�6XPPHU�5HVHDUFK�3URJUDP�IRU�8QGHU�
represented Minority Students, which includes a 
summer grant and research stipend.

Ms. Emily McClelland, Research Associate I, was 
granted a travel award to the Mississippi Public 
+HDOWK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�&RQIHUHQFH�IRU�KHU�WRS�DEVWUDFW�
submission on poly-tobacco use among Mississippi 
middle and high school students.

Ms. Tonya Neeves ZDV�SURPRWHG�WR�3URMHFW�
'LUHFWRU�DW�WKH�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�

Ms. Tonya Neaves, doctoral student, Research 
)HOORZ��DQG�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�3XEOLF�6DIHW\�'DWD�
Laboratory, was featured on Mississippi State 
8QLYHUVLW\·V�KRPHSDJH�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�2XU�3HRSOH�
series. Neaves, along with Ms. Melissa Emerson, 
also a doctoral student, were recognized for their 
active involvement in the American Society of Public 
Administration.

Ms. Amanda Pastuszak, a Graduate Research 
$VVLVWDQW�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�'U��&ROOHHQ�6LQFODLU�DQG�0V��
5DKHO�0DWKHZV��03+��KDV�DFFHSWHG�DQ�R੔HU�WR�
the combined Clinical and Counseling Psychology 
doctoral program at the University of South 
Alabama. Ms. Pastuszak is a second-year clinical 
psychology master ’s student at MSU and will begin 
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�'U��-HQQLIHU�/DQJKLQULFKVHQ�5RKOLQJ�DW�
USA in the fall of 2013.

Mr. Andrew Finnegan, an Undergraduate Research 
$VVLVWDQW�WR�'U��&ROOHHQ�6LQFODLU��ZRQ�ÀUVW�SODFH�LQ�
the Social Sciences category at the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium for his presentation, “Self-
interest rules: Assessing the persuasiveness of gay 
rights arguments from likely and unlikely sources.”

Ms. Brittany Mack, an Undergraduate Research 
$VVLVWDQW�WR�'U��&ROOHHQ�6LQFODLU��ZDV�D�UHFLSLHQW�RI�
WKH�2*6�6XPPHU�5HVHDUFK�3URJUDP�IRU�8QGHU�
represented Minority Students, which includes a 
summer grant and research stipend.

Dr. Robert McMillen was appointed to the Faculty 
Expert Panel of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
Julius B. Richmond Center of Excellence.  The 
purpose of this panel is to help expand outreach and 
education of child health clinicians.  To accomplish 
WKLV��WKH�SDQHO�VXSSRUWV�EULHI��H੔HFWLYH�FOLQLFDO�
interventions to reduce and eliminate children’s 
exposure to tobacco and secondhand smoke. It also 
VXSSRUWV�FOLQLFLDQ�DGYRFDWHV�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�SHGLDWULF�
public health interventions.

Dr. Mary McThomas participated in a roundtable, 
HQWLWOHG�´3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�DQG�/*%7�,VVXHV�µ�DW�
the American Political Science Association’s annual 
FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1HZ�2UOHDQV��/D�

Dr. Kathleen Ragsdale has been promoted to 
Associate Research Professor at the Social Science 
Research Center.

Dr. Angela Robertson,�$VVRFLDWH�'LUHFWRU�DQG�
Research Professor, was appointed as an Advisory 
*URXS�0HPEHU�IRU�WKH�-XYHQLOH�'HWHQWLRQ�DQG�
$OWHUQDWLYH�7DVN�)RUFH���'U��5REHUWVRQ�LV�RQH�RI�
two representatives from various Mississippi public 
universities who has substantial experience with 
MXYHQLOH�MXVWLFH�RU�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�

Dr. Angela Robertson, $VVRFLDWH�'LUHFWRU�DQG�
Research Professor, was appointed to serve as a 
representative on the Steering Committee for the 
5LVN�DQG�0HQWDO�+HDOWK�6FUHHQLQJ�DQG�$VVHVVPHQW�RI�
<RXWK��5$06$<��7HFKQLFDO�$VVLVWDQFH�'HPRQVWUDWLRQ�
3URMHFW�*UDQW���7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�FRPPLWWHH�ZLOO�
be to serve as the overarching decision-makers 
and champions for this initiative. The Steering 
&RPPLWWHH�PD\�DOVR�EH�LQÁXHQWLDO�IRU�OHJLVODWLRQ�
that mandates evidence-based decision-making 
IRU�FDVH�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�GLVSRVLWLRQV�LQ�MXYHQLOH�
MXVWLFH��7KH�FRPPLWWHH�SODQV�WR�GHVLJQ�D�VWUDWHJLF�
plan or charter that describes the mission and vision 
of adopting evidence-based practices in the state of 
Mississippi.

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S
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Ms. Miranda Robertson was promoted from 
5HVHDUFK�$VVRFLDWH�,�WR�*UDSKLF�'HVLJQHU�IRU�
0LVVLVVLSSL�7REDFFR�'DWD��07'��DW�WKH�665&��0V��
Robertson received her B. F. A. in graphic design 
from Mississippi State University in 2010. She has 
been with the SSRC since August 2009 when 
she She conceptualizes new, fresh designs for 
posters, logos, publications, surveys, fact sheets, 
newsletters, signage and other printed and web-
based material while maintaining the brand she 
HVWDEOLVKHG�IRU�07'�

Dr. Laura R. Walton, APR was promoted to 
Associate Research Professor of Communication.

Dr. Laura R. Walton, APR, Associate Research 
Professor, researcher and coordinator of the 
Media Collaboration Laboratory, was recognized 
as the College of Arts & Sciences Researcher of 
the Month for November 2012.

5(&2*1,7,216�	�$&&203/,6+0(176
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

/DXUD�5LFKDUGVRQ�:DOWRQ��3K�'���$35
Associate Research Professor, Research Fellow  & Coordinator of the MCL

,W�LV�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKH�0HGLD�&ROODERUDWLRQ�/DERUDWRU\��0&/��ZLOO�FHOHEUDWH�ÀYH�\HDUV�QH[W�\HDU��,�DP�
so grateful for the support everyone at the SSRC has shown me and all of my students as we have 
IRXQG�RXU�UROH�LQ�WKH�&HQWHU��:H�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�JUDWHIXO�WR�'U��$UWKXU�&RVE\�IRU�KLV�YLVLRQ�RI�KRZ�ZH�
could contribute to and enhance the world class research conducted here within the SSRC.

The 2013 Annual Report is again especially noteworthy because it is almost completely produced and 
written by students. From the compilation of its content to the feature stories researched and written 
to the photography and design, some of Mississippi State University’s brightest and most talented 
XQGHUJUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�PDGH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��

Ms. Rachel Smith, an undergraduate communication assistant in the MCL and senior Communication 
VWXGHQW��KDV�EHHQ�WKH�SURMHFW�FRRUGLQDWRU�DQG�SULPDU\�HGLWRU�IRU�WKLV�UHSRUW��6KH�KDV�VSHQW�FRXQWOHVV�
hours coordinating content, developing page layouts as well as writing her own feature story. I am very 
JUDWHIXO�IRU�KHU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�WDNH�RQ�VXFK�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�WDVN�ZKLOH�MXJJOLQJ�KHU�RWKHU�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DV�D�
student. 

Ms. Maggie Kate Kelly�DOVR�PDGH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�UHSRUW·V�GHVLJQ�DQG�OD\RXW��$OWKRXJK�
VKH�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�SURMHFW�WKURXJK�WR�FRPSOHWLRQ�EHFDXVH�VKH�EHJDQ�ODZ�VFKRRO�DW�0LVVLVVLSSL�
&ROOHJH�WKLV�IDOO��KHU�RULJLQDO�OD\RXWV�SURGXFHG�WKLV�VXPPHU�SURYLGHG�D�JUHDW�VWDUW�WR�WKH�SURMHFW�DQG�,�
would be remiss to not mention them here. 

Ms. Sydney Hall, Research Associate, has also provided invaluable advice and editing for this annual 
report as she has worked closely with Rachel (and myself ) to help produce a polished and complete 
version of the report. 

Ms. Faith Spann, Ms. Ashton Rushing and Ms. Katie Ruth Robertson, all undergraduate 
communication assistants in the MCL and Communication students also made valuable contributions 
ZLWK�WKHLU�IHDWXUH�VWRULHV�DQG�SKRWRJUDSK\�DV�ZHOO�DV�VSHQGLQJ�KRXUV�HGLWLQJ�WKH�ÀQDO�GUDIWV��,�KDYH�
been truly blessed by the talent and work ethic of the students who have come through the doors of 
the MCL. 

Finally, a special thank you to Ms. Ellen Davis��DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW�PDMRULQJ�LQ�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH��
IRU�KHU�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�JDWKHULQJ�PXFK�RI�WKH�FRQWHQW�XVHG�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW��+HU�WKRURXJKQHVV�ZLWK�WKH�
SSRC’s monthly Chronicles proved invaluable in compiling the many accomplishments of our scientists, 
VWD੔�DQG�VWXGHQWV��
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