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REMARKS.

The House having under consideration the bill # to guar-
anty to certain Siates whose governments have been
usurped or overthrown a form of gover i
Mr. Kereexy moved to amend the bill by Inserting after the
wards “ to enroll ail the white male citizens of the United
Siates?” the words  and all other male citizens of the Uni-
ted Btates who may be able to read the consttution
therenf,! nud sald:

Mr. Speaxer: These are indeed terrible times
for timid people. ~Use and wont no longer serve
us, The guus traitorously fired upon Fort Sum-
ter threw us all out of the well-beaten ruts of
habit, and a8 the war progresses men find them-
selves less and less able to express their political
views by naming a party or uttering its shibbo-
leth. Itisno longer safe for anyof us to waittill
the election comes and accept the platform and
tickets presented by a Fa.rty. We may have
served inits ranks for alife-time and find at lagt—
costly and painful experience being our guide—
that to obtain the ends we had in view we should
have acted/independently of, and in oppotition to
it and its leaders. In seasons like this,an ageon
ages telling, the feeblest man in whom there is faith
or honesty is made to feel that he is not quite
powerless, that duty is laid on him too, and that
the force that is in him ought to be expressed in
aceordance with hisown convictionsand ina way
to Frumole some end seen or hoped for,

The questions with which we have to deal, the
grave doubts thatconfound us, the difiiculties that
environ us, the resulis our action will produce,
fraught with weal or. woe o centuries and con-
stantly-increasing millions,are such as have rarely
been confided to a generation.  But happily we
ere not without guidance. 'Oursituation, though
novel; does not necessarily castus upon the field
of mere experiment, True, we have not specific
precedents which we may safely follow; but the
founders of our Government gave us, in a few
brief sentences, laws by which we may extricate
our generation and conntry from the horrors that
involve them, and gecure peace broad as our coun-
try, enduring as its history, and beneficent as
right and justice and love,

he organized war power of the rebellion ison

the eve of overthrow. Itbelongsto us to govern
the territory we have econquered, and the question
of reconstruction presses itself upon our atten-
tion; and our legislation in this behalf will, though
it comprise no sﬁeciﬁc provisions on the subject,
determine eWt er guerrilla: war shall harass
communities for long years, or be suppressed in
a brief time by punishments administered through
courts and law, to marauders for the crimes they
may commit under the name of partisan warfure,
At the close of an imemat.iunag\nmr, the wronged
but vietorious party may justly maketwo claims:
indemnity for the past, and security for the fu-
ture; indemnity for the pastin money or in ter-
ritory; security for the future by newtreaties, the
establishment of new boundaries, or the cession
of military power and the territory upon which
it dwells. Indemnity for the pnst we cannot
hope to obtain.. "When we shall have punished
the conspirators who involved the country in this
sanguinary war, and pardoned the dupes and vic-
tims who have arrayed themselves or been foreed,
to do battle under their flag, we shall but have re-

sed our ancient territory, reéstablished the
boundaries of our country, restored to our flag
and Constitation their supremacy over territory
which was ours, but which'the insurgents meant
to dismember and possess.” The other demand
we may and must successfully make. Seeurity
for the future is accessible to us, and we must
demand it; and to obtain it with amplest n-
tees requires the adoption of no new idea, the
making of no experiment, the entering upon no
sea of political speculation. Ours would have
been an era of peace and prosperity, had we and
our fathers accepted in full faith the great prinei-
ples that impelled their fathers to demand the in-
dependence of the United Colonies, gave them
strength in counsel, patience, courage, and long
endurance in the field, snd guided them ip estab-
lishing a Constitution which all ages will recog-
nize ng the miracle of the era in which it was
framed and adopted, and the influenice of which
shall modify and change, and bring into its own
similitude, the Governments of the world. Had
we, and the generation that preceded us, aceepted
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and been guided by the self-evident truths to
which I allude,the world would never have known
the martial power of the American people, or
realized the fact that a Government that sits so
lightly as ours upon the people in peace is so in-
finitely strong in the terrible season of war,
The founders of our institutions labored con-
sciously and reverently in the sight of God. They
knew lKnl they were the creatures of His power,
and that their work could only be well done by
being done in the recognition of Hisatteibules,

and in harmony with the enduring laws of His

providence. They knew that Hisways were ways
of pleagantness, and His paths the paths of peace;
and they endeavored to embody His righteous-
ness and justice in the Government they were
fashioning for unknown ages, and untold millions
of men. Their children, in the enjoyment of the

rosperity thus secured to them, lost their faith
in these great truths, treated them with utter dis-
regard, violated them, legislated in opposition to
them, and finally strove to govern the country in
active hostility to them. And for alittle while
they seemed to succeed. Butat lensth we have
been made to feel and know that God’s justice
does not sleep always; and amid the rains of the
country and the desolation of our homes let us
resolve that we will return to the ancient ways,
look to Him for guidance,and follow humbly in
the footsteps.of our wise and pious forefathers;
and that, as grateful children, we will erect to
their memory and to that of the brave men who
have died in defense of their work in this the
grantest of all wars, a monument broad as our
country, puge as was their wisdom, and enduring
as Clinsuanersilization. So shall weby our firm-
ness nnd equity exalt the humble, restrain the
rapacious nod arrogant,and bind: the people to
each other by the manifold cords of common sym-
pathies and interest, and to the Government by
the gratitude due toa just-and generous guardian.

But, Mr. Speaker, | heargentlemen inquire how
this is to_Le done. The process is simple, easy,
and inviting: itis by accepting in child-like faith,
and executing with firmand steady purpose three
er four of the simple dogmas whichthe founders
of our Government proclaimed to the world, and
which, alas! wo often with hypocritieal lip ser-
vice, are profussad by all Amerieans, even those
who are now alri\ring,.j.hrough blood, and ear-
nage, and devastation, to found a broad empire,
_the corner-stone of which was to be human sla-
very.

In announcing the reasons wlich impelled the
coloniesiton separation from the mother country,
the American people declared that *“a decent re-
speet to the opinions of mankind® required “‘a
declaration of the causes which impelled them to
the separation;’” and in assigning those causes
announced a few general propositions, embody-
ing eternal and ever-operating principles, among
which were,

First, that ¢ all men are created equal, are en-
dowed with certain inalienable rights,” and that
“among these are life, liberty,'anﬁ the pursuit of
happiness;”’ |
: Baoond, that ““to insure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among men;"’

Third, that “Governments derive their just
powers from the consent of the governed ;"

Fourth, that ** whenever any form of govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
right of the perglie to alter or to abolish it, and to
instituteanew Government, laying its foundations
on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form as to them shall scem most likely to
effect their safety and happiness.’> And in these
four propositions we have an all-sufficient guide
to enduring peace und prosperity, 1fin the legis-
lation we propose we regard these self-evident
truths, our posterity shall not only enjoy peace,
but teach the world the way to universal I}rnedom;
butif we fail to regard them, God alone in His infi-
nite wisdom knows what years of agitation, war,
and misery we may entail on posterity, and
whether the overthrow of our Governmeny, the
division of our country, and all the ills thus en-
tailed on mankind may not be justly chargeable
Lo us,

The tables of the census of 1860 exhibiting the
population of the eleven insurgent States, show
that it numbéred,and was divided as follows:

e ‘l:?lnrcd 1|:op
e ulation, " slave
Rates, population.  |and fece, inclu-
ding huiiunqp- \
=i
AlaDAMB . esnsessunans 526,271 430,930°
ArKOnEas .. cioansasnrr 124,143 L30T
BIothdmsss o8 cnisnsras T, 02,657
Guorgla,.. 591,550 464,738
Louisiana, 857,456 450,046
Mississippi.. 253,001 447,404
Nonth Caroli 62,0942 962,680
South Caroli 261,300, 412,408
Tennessee B8, 723 023,079
dxns, 420,Fu1 185,324
Virginia 1,047,200 F40,019
5,447,222 3,668,110

This table,ns will be eobserved, embraces the
wholeof Virginia as she was in 1860; and as I
have not tire means of distinguishing the propor-
tion of her populution that isembraced in the new
State of West Virginia, 1 permit it to stand as it
is. The new Siate is'in the Union; her citizens
never assented to the ordinance of secession; they
have provided for the extinguishment of slavery
within her limits; and my vemarks, save in the
general seope in which they may beapplicableto
any or all of the States of the Union, will not be
understood as applying to her. Itisof the ter-
ritory for which itis the duty of Congress to pro-
vide governments that I speak. 1 should also
call attention to the fact that the Supevintendent
of the Census includes the few Indians that re-
mained in some of these States in the column of
white inhabiuum Their number is not impor-
tant; but it certainly should not be so stated as to
erente the impression that they enjoyed the rights
or performed the duties of citizens. How unfair
this classification is will appear from the fact that
the following section from the Code of “Lennessee
of 1858, section 3,858, indicates very _gir!y the
position they hield under the legislation of each
and all the above-named States:

“A negro, mulatto, Indian, or person of mixed blood,
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descended from negro or Indianancestors, to the third gen-
eration inclusive, thongh one, ancestor of eaeh generation
may have been a white person, whether bond or free, is
incapable of being o witness in any case, civil or criminal,
except for or against each other.”?

Correcting the error of the Superintendent of
the Census, [ have enumerated the Indians with
the people to whose fate the legislation of those
States assigned them. [t will be perceived that
when that eensus was taken the white population
numbered 5,447,922, and the colored population
3,666,110.

It thus appears that the colored people were
gonsiderably more than two fifths of the whole
population of the insurgent States; and that while
we have professed to believe that their right to
life, liberty, and the pursuitof happiness was in-
alienable—could not be alienated or relinquished
by them, nor taken away by others—we have ig-
nored their humanity, and denied them the en-
joyment of any single political right.

That, while we have professed to believe that

overnments are instituted among men to secure
their rights, the history of our country for the
last fifty years proves that the whole power and
constant labor of our Government have been ex-
erted to prevent the possibility of two fifths of
the people of more than half our country, ever
altaining the enjoyment of political, civil, or so-
cial rights,

‘That, while we have professed to beliéve that
all Governments derive their just powers from
the consent of the governed, we have punished
with ignominy and stripes and imprisonment and
death the men who had the temerity to assert that
it was wrong to deny to two fifths of the people
of o country,and,as in the case of South Caro-
linaand Mississippi, a large majority of the people
of the State, the right even to petition for redress
of grievance.

And while we have been swift to assure, in
terms of warmest sympathy, and sometimes with
active aid, any’ oppressed and revolting people
beyond the seas that we believed it to be the right
and duty of such people, * whenever any form of
Government becomes destructive of the ends”
aboveindicated, *“ toalter orabolish it,and toinsti-
tute a new Government, laying its foundations on
such prineiples, and orgamzing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect
their safety and happiness,”® we have,even to the
boundaries of the lalkes and to the far Puacific
shores, stood pledged and ready to lay down our
lives in the supptession of any attempt these
Americans ‘might make to earry into effect this
cardinal doetrine of our professed political faith.
Ieitany wonder that God, seeing millions of His
people thus trampled on, oppressed, outraged, and
made voiceless by those whose fathers had placed
their feet in His ways, and whose lips' never
wearied in besceching' His guidance and eare,
should fill the oppressors with madness and open
through their blood and agony a way for the
deliveranee of their long-suffering victims?

Bat, Mr. Speaker, it is asked, who are these
people? They are the laboring masses of the
South—the field hand, the honse servant, the me-
chanic, the artisan, the engineer of that region.

Their sinewy arms have felled the forest, opened
the farm and the plantation, made the road, the
canal, the railcoad. It was by the sweal of their
brow that the sunny South was made to bloom;
itis they whose labor has guickened the wheels
of commeree and swelled the accumulating wealth
of theworld. Upon their brawny shioulders rested
the social fabric of the South, and anarrogantaris-
tocracy, that strove to dictate morals to the world,
hoasted that one product of their toil was a king
to. whom peoples and Governments must bow.
Most of them are ignorant and degraded; but that
cannot be mentioned to their disgrace or dispar-
agement. Not they nor their ancestors enacted
the laws which made it a felony toenable them to
read the Constitution and the laws of their coun-
try, or the Book of Life through which their fairer
brethren hope forsalvation. Dumb and voiceless
most of them are; but let not want of intellectual
power be ascribed to them as a race, in view of
the wit, humor, sarcasm,and pathoes, of the learn-
ing, logical power, and scientific attainments, of
a Douglass, a8 Garnet, a Remont, a Brown, a
SellaMartin,aWilliam Craft,and scoresof others,
who, evading the bloodhound and liis master in
the slave-hunt, have made their way to lands
where the teachings of Christare regarded and the
brotherhood of man is not wholly denied. Others
of them are and have been free, at least so faras to
be able to ‘acquire property and send their chil-
dren to foreign lands for culture, Letsome such
speak for themselves. In the petition of the col-
ored citizens of Louisiana to the President and
Congress of the United States, they respectfully
submit:

¢ Phat they are natives of Louisiana and citizens of the
United States; that they are Joyal eitlzens, slncerely at-
tached to the countey and the Constitution, s ardently
desire the maintenance of the national unity, forwhich
they are ready to sacrifice their fortunes and their lives. |

& That & large portion of them are owners of real vslate,
and all of them are owners of personal property; that many
of thém are engaged in the pursuits of commerce and.in-
dustey, while others are employed -as arlsans in various
trades; that they are all fitted to enjoy the privileges und
immunities belonging 1o the eondition of citizens of th
United States, and among them may be found many o
the deseendants of those men whom the illustrions Jack-
son styled his “fetlow-citizens? when he called upon them
to take up arms to repel the enemics of the country.

& Your petitioners further respectfully represent that over
and aboye the rigm wliieh, in the Imgunge of the Declara-
tion of Indej s they to liberty nnd the pur-
euit of bappiness, they aresupported by the opinion of just
and loyal men, especially by that ot Hon. Edward Bates;
Attorney Generaly in the claim to the right of enjoying the
privileges aml immonities pertaining to the condition of
citizens of the United States 3 awd, to suppart the legiti-
maey of this claim, they believe. it slmply neeessary to
subit to. your Excellency, and to the honorable Congress,
the following conslderations, which they beg of youn to
weigh in the balanee of Jaw aml justice. " Notwithsiand-
ing their forefathers served in the Avmy of the United
Brates, in 1814-15, and aided in repelling from the soil of
Louisiana a baughty enemy, over-confident of success, yet
thiey and thelr deseéndnints have ever sinee, and until the
e of the present rebellion, been estranged and even re-
pulsed, e ded from all franchises, even tl swhien
their brave forciathers ofiered their bosoms 1o the enemy
to preserve the territorial integrity of the Repablic!  Dur-
ing this period of forty-nine years they have pever ceased
1o be peaceable citizens, paying their mxes on an assess-
ment of more than fifteen million dollars !

# Atihe callof General Butlerthey hastened toTally under
the banner of the Uniouand liberty ; they have spilled their
blood, and are still ‘pouring it out for the maintenance of
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the Constitution of the United States; in a word, they are
#oldiers of the Union, and they will defend it so long as
tireir innds have strength to hold a muzket.

“White General Banks was at the siege of Port Hudson

see how careful they were at a later day to guara
the rights of the people:
“ AR, 1. C?_rlgrt_'_ag shall make no law respecting an es-

and the city threatened by the encmy, bis B v Gov-

ernor Shep) -c;]lent for troops for the defenso of the eity,

and the; - foremost in responding to the call, baving

{;ﬁ!ﬂ regiment In the short space of forty-eight
s, ’

% In considaration of this fact, as true and ns clear as the
sum which lights this great i 5 in Ideration of
the services already performed and still to be rendered by
them 10 their common conntry, they humbly besecch your
E:czllawy and Copgress 'to-cast your eyes upon a foyal
population, awaiting with confidence and dignity the

Jamation of those inalicnable rights which belong to
;fle_ ‘eondition of eltizens of the greal American Repub-

e,

“Theirs 18 but a feeble voice elalming attention in the
midst of the grave questions raised by this torrible con-
fiiet; yet, confident of the justiee which guides the action
of the Government, they have no hesitation in speaking
mlu'l: El;?mp:ed by their bearts: * We are men ; treat us
as suah.

This petition, which itis within my knowledge
was prepared by one of the proscribed race, asks
only for whatthe fathers of our country intended
they should enjoy. They discoveredin the Africo-
American the attributes and infirmities of their
owhn nature, and in organizing governments, local
or general, made no invidious rﬁaﬁncﬁon between
him and his fellow-men,. Under the Articles of
Confederation, and at the time of the nd:&p{ion
of the Constitution of the United States, and lon
subsequent thereto, the free colored man was wit
their consent a citizen and a voter. Our fathers
meant that be should be so, Their faith in the
ﬁreul'. cardinal maxims they enunciated was uns

oubting; and they embodied it without mental
reservation when they gave form and action to
our Government. No one who has studied the’
Listory of that period doubts that they regarded
slavery as transitory and evanescent. Neither
the word *“ slave,’’ nor any synonym for it, was
gli\ren place in the Constitution, e know by
the oft-quoted remark of Mr, Madison that it was
purposely excluded that the future people of the
'oountrg might never be reminded Kglhnt instru-
ment that go odious a condition had ever existed
among the people of the United States.  Thatin-
strument nowhere contemplates any discriminn-
tion in reference to political or personal rights on
the ground of color. In defining the rights guar-
antied by the Constitution they are never limited
to the white population, but the word ** people™
s used without qualifieation. When in that in-
strument its framers alluded to those who filled
the anomalous, and, as they believed, temporary
position of slaves, they spoke of * persons held
1o service,”” and in the three-fifths clause of ** all
other persons.” They confidedall power to * the
people,”” and provided am ]f] r. as they believed,
for the protection of the whole people. Thus in
the second section of article one, they provided as
follows for the organization of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

“‘!:M House of Nepresentatives sha]i‘:: cnmposni_d u-:r

eve ear W 0
several Buites, and urn; .Ielelt:mrs"in e:a:yh Buawe shall harz

the Euallﬂ req {or of the wost numer-
vis b of the State Legistature.”

And in the amendments of the Constitution we

of religlon, or prolifblting the free exercise
thereol'; orabridging the freedom ol speech of of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably o assemble and to pe-
tition the Government for o redress of grievances,

“Apr. 2. A well-reanlated militiabeing necessary to the
seeurity of a free State, the right of the people 10 Keep and
bear arms shall not be infringed.”

“AnT. 4, The right of the people to be secure in their per-
song, bouses, papers, and cffects, ngainst uureasonable
searches and seizures, shinll not be violated.»

“ARrT. 8. The enumeration in the Constitntion of eartain
rights shall not be d to deny or disparage others re-
tained by the ’Fcapk. ;

“Arr, 10, The powersnot delegnted to the United States
by the Constitation, nor prolibited by itto the Siates, are re-
eerved to the States respectively, or to the people.”?

1t has, | know, been fashionable to deny that
the framers of the Constitation intended to em-
brace colored persons when they used the word
“tpeople;” and it ls still .asserted by some that
it was used with a mental reservation broad and
effective enovgh to exelude them; but the Jour-
nals of the Convention and the general history
of the times abound in contradictions of this fulse
and mischievoustheory, the source of all our pres-
ent woes. A brief review of contemporaneous
events ought to put this question at rest forever.

The Congress of the Confederation was in ses-
sion on the 25th of June, 1778, the fourth of the
Articles of Confederation being under considera-
tion. ‘The terms of the article as proposed were
that ““the’free inhabitants of each of these States
(paupers, vagabonds, and fagitives from justice
excepted) shall be entitled to all privileges and
immunities of free citizens in the several Statés.”
We learn by the Journal that * the delegntes from
South Caroliva, being called on, moved the fol-
lowing amendment in behalf of their State: in
article four, between the words ¢ free inhubitants'
insert * white.””” How was this proposition,
identical with that now made to us, received by
thesages there and then assembled ? Eleven States
voted on the question. Two, South Carolina be-
inz one of them, sustained the proposition; the
vote of one State was divided; and eight, affirm-
ing the eolored man’s right to the privileges of
citizenship, voted * no,”’ and the proposition was
thus negatived. South Carolina—then, as she has
ever been, persistent in mischief—further moved,
through ber delegates, toamend by inserting after
the words *“the several States’ the words ** ac-
cording to the law of such States respectively for
the government: of their own free white inhabit-
ants.” This proposition was also negatived by
the same decisive vote,asnppears by the Journal
of the Congress of the Confederation, volume
four, pages 879, 380. What two States did not
vote upon the question the Journal does not in-
dicate; but when it is remembered that Pennsyl.
vania led her sistersin the great work of emangi=
pation, and that it was not tll nearly two years
after that date that she abolished slavery, it will
be seen that it was by a vote of slaveholders rep-
resenting slave States, that the proposition to deny
citizenship, its rights, privileges, and immunities,
to the colored people was so emphatically re-
jected. The delegates could not, with propriety,
have voted otherwise. To lave done so, they

e S o



would have agreed that, in violation of all comity,
while they secured the rights of citizenship within
the limits of their State to citizens of others, those
other States might deny them to citizens of their
awn. They did not probably foresee that South
Carolina might cast the shipwrecked citizen of
another State who had been thrown upon her
shores into a jail, because of the decree of the
Almighty, who had given him a complexion not
agreeable to theeyes of her peopleyand in default
of the ability to pay jail fees thus unwillingly in-
curred, doom him and his posterity to the woes
of perpetual slavery; but they did see that such
a proposition opened the door to inequality, and
possibly to oppression, and they resisted it with
a firmness and forecast which their posterity have
failed to honor or emulate.

Again, they could not have consistently voted
for such a proposition; for, by the constitutions
of their own States, free colored men were voters,
and in the enjoyment of the rights of citizen-
ship. Not only then, but in 1789, at the time
of the'adoption of the Constitution of the United
States, there was but one State whose constitution
distinguished in this respect against the colored
man. This odious distinetion, so fraught with
unforeseen but terrible consequences, marred the
-:‘-ionatitution of Bouth Carolina alone at the latter

ate,

The constitution of Massachusetts provided that

“ Every male person (being twenty-one years of age, and
resident in any particular town in this Commonwealth for
the spdce of one year next preceding) having a frechold

publ-h: taxes during that time, shall enjoy the right of an
eleﬂor; provided always that sons of freeholders of Lhe
age of iwenty-one years shall be entitled to vote although
they have not pald taxes,”?

The constitution of Delaware declared that—

“ The right of suffrage in the election for members of
both houses shall remain as e d by law al presean’

The declaration of rights, prefixed to the con~
stitution, contained the following:

# Fyery freeman, having sufficient evidence of perma-
nent common interest with and attael to the
nityy batly a right of suffrage.”” l

The constitution of Maryland provides that—

¢ All freemen, above twenty-one years of age, having a
freehold of fifty acres of land in the county in which they
offer to vate, and residing therein, and all freemen having
property in this State above the value of thirty pounds cur-
rent money, and having regided in the county in which they
offer to vote one whole year next preceding the eélection,
shall have a right of suffrage in the election of delegates for
such county.”

The constitution of Virginia contained a pro-
vigion that—

*The right of suffrage in the election of members for
both liouses shall remain as exercised at present.??

The declaration of rights, prefixed to the eon-
stitution, contained the following:
i All men liaving suflicient evidenee of permarnent com-
mon i with and at it to the commithity have
the right of suffrage.*”

The constitution of North Carolina provided
that—

“ All freemen of the age of twenty-one years, who have

estate within the same wown of the annualincome of three
poudiis,or any estate of the value of sixty pounds, shall
have aright to vote in the choice of 4 representative or
representatives for the said town.”?

Rhode Island had adopted no constitution, but
continued under colonial charter, which provided
for the election of members of the General As-
sembly by ¢ the major part of the freemen of the
respective towns or places.”’ .

onnecticut also continued under colonial char-
ter, according to which the qualifications of an
clector were *“ maturity in years, quiet and peage-
able behavior, a civil conversation, and forty shil-
lings freehold, or f‘nrtyh![)ounds personal estate.’

T'he constitution of New York provided that—

& Every male inhabitant of full age, who shall have

arsonally resided within'one of the eountiss of this State
‘or six nionths immediately preceding the day of election,
shall, at such election, be entitled to"vate for representa-
tives of the said county in the Assembly, if, during the time
aloresaid, he shall have been a freeholder possessing a free-
hald of the value of twenty pounds within the said county,
or have rented a tenemeént therein of the yearly value of
forty. shillings, aud have rated aud actually paid taxes to
thiz State.”

The constitution of New Jersey contained this
provision:

£ All inhabitants of this eolony of full age, who are worth
fifty ponnds proclamation money clear egtate in the same,
and have resided within the county in which they claim to
vote for twelve months immediately preceding the election
shall he entitled o vote for representatives in Council I'mci
Aszembly, nudalso for all other public officers that shall be
clected by the people of the counly at large.”?

The constitution of Pennsylvania provided
that—

“Every freemin of the full age of twenty-one years, hav-
ing resided in this State for the space of one whole year
next before the day of election for representativesyand paid

been inbabi of any one county within the State iwelve
months immediately preceding the dayof any eleetion, and
shall have paid public taxes, shall be entltled to vote for
members of the House of Commons for the county in which
they reside.”

The constitution of Georgia declared that—

“The electors of the members of both branches of 1he
General Assembly shall be citizens and inhabitants of this
State, and =hall have attained 1o’ the age of twenty-one
years, and have paid tax for the year préceding the elee-
tion, and shail have resided six months within the county.”?

: The constitution of South Carolina provided
that—

“The qualifications of an elector shall be, every free
white man, and no other person, who acknowledges the be-
ing of a God, and believes in a luiure state of rewanls and
punishments, and who lias attained the age of one and
twenty years, and hath been an inhabitant and resident in
this State for the space of one whole year before the day

ppointed for the election he offers to give bis vote at, and
hath a freehold at least of fifty acres of land or a town lot,
and hath been legally seized and possessed of the same at
least eix months previous to such election, or hath paid a
tax the preceding year, or was taxable the present year, at
least gix months previous 1o the said election, in a4 sum
equal to the tax on fifty acees of land, to the supportof this
government, shall be a pérson qualified to vate for,; and shall
be capable of electing, a representative or representatives.”

But, Mr. Speaker, to evade the foree of this
overwhelming array of facts, the pro-slavery De-
mocracy and purblind conservatism of the coun-
try have sugzested that the thought of the black
man was not present in the minds of those who
fashioned these constitutions and bills of rights;
that they could not have imagined that the freed
slave or his posterity would have the audacity to
ask that they should be recognized as freemen
and citizens of our country;and with unblushing
effrontery they have made the ignorant believe
that the Government was organized, not for man-




kind, but for the white man alone. The falsity
of these suggestions is fully exposed by the fact
that South Carolina made the distinction, and in
the Congress of the Confederation pressed it on
the attention of the whole country, but will be
still more amply demonstrated by the facts I shall
hereafter cite. In every State but South Caro-
lina, and possibly Virginia and Delaware, in
which  the right of sug'ragwe was regulated by
statute,'and not by constitutional provision, the
free colored man at that time was a voter, Inno
State constitution except that of South Carolina,
which was replete with aristocratic provisions,
was the right of suffrage limited by express terms
to the white man; consequently butfew, if any,
of the members of the Convention' that framed the
Constitution of the United States could have failed
to meet him as a voter at the polls, I remember
well to have seen negroes at the polls exercising
the right of suffrage in Pennsylvania, where they
enjoyed it from the foundation of the government
to the year 1838, when the growing influence of
the increasing slave power of the country, op-
erating on_the political ambition of those whom
the people had charged with ne such duty, de-
prived colored men of this right by following the
example of South Carolina and inserting the word
¢ white”’ in the constitution of the State. Similar
action restricted their rightin New York, making
it dependent on a pro ert§ qualification, and de-
prived them of it in New Jersey and other States
now free. To her praise be it spoken, except in
Connecticut, which State, in 1817, in complaisance
to South Carolina, inserted the word ** white” in
her constitation, they still enjoy the right through-
out New England, not asa coneession from men
of modern days, but hereditarily, from the times
in which the foundations of the Government were
Jaid. Gentlemen around me from the State of
Maryland doubtless well remember the days when
the free colored man voled in their State. It was
ouly in 1833 that he was deprived of that inesti-
mable right by constitutional amendment within
her limits. That the negro enjoyed this right in
North Carolina antil he was deprived of it'in the
same way is proven by the following extract from
the opinion of Judge Gaston, of that State, in the
State vs. Manuel, which was decided in 1838, and
may be found in 4 Devereux and Battle's North
Carolina Reports, page 25:

£ It has been said that before our Revolution free per-
gons of color did not exercize the right of voting for mem-
bers of the colonial Legislature. How this may bave been
it would be difficult at thistime to ascertain. 1t is certain,
however, that very few, if any, could have claimed the
right of suffrage for @ reason of a very different charaeter
from the one supposed.  The prineiple of freehold suffrage
seems to have been brought over from England with the
first colonists, and to have been preserved almost invaria-
bly in the colony ever afterward,’? * * kil T he
very Congress whieh framed our eonstitution [the State
constitution -of 1376] was chosen by freeholders. That
constitution extended the elective: franelise to every free-
man who had arrived at the age of tweuniy-one and paid a
public tax; and i6 s @ malter of universal notoriety that
undey it free persons, without vegard to color, claimed and
exercised the fronchise until it was taken from free men of
eolor a few years since by our conended constitulion.”
- Tennessee was admitted to the Union in 1796,
Her constitution provided as follows:

& Every freeman of the age of twenty-one years and

upward, possessing a freehold in the county wherein he
niay vote, suid being an inhabitant of this State, and crery
freeman being an inhabitaut of any one eounty in the State
six months inmedinely preceding the day.of election, shall
be entitled 1o vote for members of the General Assembly for
the eounty in which he may reside.”

This constitution, as will be seen, endured for
forty years, during which the free colored men
of the State enjoyed their political rights, and
exercised, as will appear, a powerful and salutary
influence upon public opinion and the course of
legislation.

n 1834, a convention to revise that constitu-
tion assembled at Nashville, and, accepting the
suggestion of South Carolina, by a vote of 3310 23
limited the suffrage to free white men. During
those forty years free negroes had enjoyed a right
which made them a power; and no chapter in our
history better illustrates the value of this power
to both races, or how certainly great wrongs of
this kind reactand punish the wrong-doer. Cave
Johuson is a name well known throughout the
country and honored in Tennessee; and it was
his boanst that the free men of color gave his ser-
vices to the country by electing him to Congress.
On page 1305 of the Congressional Globe for the
session of 1853-54, will be found the following
statement of Hon. John Pettit, of Indiana, made
in the United States Senate, May 25, 1854, while
discussing the sufftage clanse of the Kansas-
Nebraska bill:

% Many of the States have conferred this right [of suf
frage] upon Indians, and many, hoth North and South,
have conferred it wpon free negroes without property, Old
Cave Johmson, of Tenneszee, an hionored ad respectable
gentleman, formerly Postmaster General, and for along
time nmember of the other House, told me with his own
lips that the first time lie was elected to Congress fiom
Tennessee (in1828) it was by the votes of free negroes; and
he told me how. Free negeoes in Teéunessee were then
allowed by the constitution of the Stale to vota; anid he
was an iron manufacturer, and had a large number of free
negroes as well as slaves in bis employ. I well recollect
the number he stated. One hundred and forty-four free
negroes in his employ went to the ballot-box and elected
him to Congress the first time he was elected.”?

Few willnow deny thit slavery is a curse alike
tothe masterand theservile race. None will deny
that slavery has been a curse to that State in view
ofthe vastmineralresources of Tennessee; her fine
natural sites for great cities; her capacity to feed,
house, clothe, educate, and profitably employ
free laborers; her recent history, the abundant
source of future song and story; the pious and
patriotic endurance of the brave and God-fearing
people of the eastern section of the State, and the
perfect abandon with which their more aristo-
cratic fellow-citizens of the western section of the
State espoused the cause of the rebellion; the
cruelties inflicted on the lo?ml people by the trai-
tors; the horrors and the heroism of the border
warfare that has desolated her fair fields, and the
rancorous feuds and intense hatreds, which the
grave can only extinguish, that have been en-
gendered among her people by the war. And who,
if the apparently well-founded tradition be true,
that a proposition to incorporate/in hier constitu-
tion of 1796 a clause prohibiting slavery was lost
by & majarity of one vote, will estimate the evil
done by theman who thus decided that moment-
ous question?
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The history of 'slavery in Tennessee, and the
determined resistance so long made against its
strugeles for supremacy, will, I am sure, justif)
a brief digression. There were in 1796, it 1s said,
mnsidemily less than five thonsand slaves within
her limitg, who had been brought thither by the
earlier settlers of what was then known as the
territory south of the Ohio. The influence of the
colored citizens is traceable throughout her earlier
history. So early as 1801, before she had existed
five years as a State, the Legislatare conferred the
power of emaucipation upon the county courts of
the State by an act, thie preamble to which signifi-
cantly says:

“Whereaz the number of petitions ented to this
Legislature prmying the emancipation of slaves, not only
tends to Involve the Stale in great evils, but is also pro-
duective of great expense.”?

In 1812, the introduction of slaves into the State
for sale was prohibited by law. Yetin the twenty
years between 1790 and 1810, by the power of
emigration from slave States and nataral increase,
the'number swelled from less than fourthousand
to upward of forty-four thousand. This rapid in-
crease of slave population alarmed the people, and
emancipation soeieties were organized in different

arts of the State, Extracts (vom an address de-

ivered on the 17th of August, 1816, by request
of one of these societies, and repeated with itsa
Im:gal on the lst of January, 1817, and which,
waving been printed, not anonymously, but by
Heiskell & Brown, was largely distributed by the
sociely, are before me. It proposes to show,

First, the object or design of the society,

Second, that the principles of slavery are in-
consistent with the laws of natureand revelation.
! '.'{‘I:ird, some of its-evils, both moral and paolit-
ical.

Fourth, that no solid objections lie against grad-
ual emaneipation.

To show the freedom with which the subject
was then discussed, 1 offera brief extract or two.
In those: days the people of America had not
learned, nor did they yet pretend to believe, that
the Constitution of the United States denied them
the right to think of the condition of any classof
suffering people, or made it a crime to utter their
convictions and their philanthropic emotions,
Thus this address to the people of Tennessee
says:

“Slavery, as it exists among ns, givesa master a property
in the slaves and their descendants as muchas lnw can give
n property in land, eattle, goods, and chattels of any kind,
to be used at the discretion of the master, or 16 be #old o
whom, when, and where he pl y With the d d
forever. Tt ds true, if the muster take away the life of the
slave under in ci 1 , Our laws | it
murider.  But the laws leave it In the power of the master
to destroy hils life by a thousand acts of lingéring erueliy,
He may starve him to death by degrees, or he may whip
him to death IF he only take long enough time, or lie may

80 unite the rigors of hard labor, stinted diet, and pxposure.

as to shorten life.  The lawswatch against sudden murder,
as if to leave the forlorn wrelches exposed o any slow
death that the cruelty and malignant passions of a savage
may dictate, Nor is thera any restraint but n sense of pe-
cuniary loss, feeble barrieragainst the effects of the malevo-
lent passions that nre known tp reside in the human heart.
Phe most inhuman wretely may own slaves, as well us the
humane and gentle,  Should laws leave one luman belng
in the power of another to such an extent? fo mauy eoun-
tries where slavery exists tie laws prescribe the manner
®

o ot boast either of the light and sel

In which they shall be nsed, and ' that, too, in'lands which
I‘ence we enjoy or of
liberty and equality which raise us above and distin-

ghish us fromall the nations of the globe,”

Nor did the movement, as appears at least from
this address, contemplate the abolition of slavery
in Tennessee alone; for, afteralluding to the great
doctrines promulgated in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, it says:

“Onthe inty of the unchaugsalil fthese truths,
we justity our separation from the Government of Great Bri-
ain.  For the defense and enjoyment of these principles our
fiuthers willingly met death, and surréndered their lives mar-
tyrs.  ‘They bequenthed themn to us as the greatest of human
Jegneles, . Yetslavery, as it exists in the United States, {8
in direct opposition to these seli evident maxims. EWI
line of vur history, every battle in nurmrqulc for indepen
ence, every anniversary of our natlonal birth condemns
}he rhlfl!ile‘:ofs!a:l'drye, and g,::e on uull:eﬁlm_ n::'frgllr;
fgso:‘fa‘?’s‘i:\re?ﬁs‘ in tlitzzr ppo E i lnwihee-:-' iples of
our national existence. “Let us willingly do that which
we justly blameGrent Britaln for refusing to do undl foreed,
e ey qrahek e il Sad o BALF4f moupsehonsoy
Chcas popred righte? it i

In 1834, when the convention torevise the con-
stitution assembled, the slaves in the State num-
bered more than one hundred and fifty thousand.,
The power of the slave oligarchy had increased,
and opposition to the institution had perhaps be-
come less powerful. But in the first week of the
convention, petitions on the subject of emancipa-
tion were presented from the citizens of Maury
county, and were soon followed by others from
Robertson, Lincoln, Bedford, Overton, Roane,
Rhea, Knox, Monroe, McMinn, Blount, Sevier,
Cocke,Jeflerson, Greene,and Washington, many
of the signers being slaveholders, nns all pray-
ing thatall the slaves should be made free by the
year 1866. By an unforeseen process, the prayer
of those petitioners will be granted, though the
convention to which they addressed their prayer
gave an unfavorable response, and asif in derision
of the petitioners, nitempted to fasten his shackles
more firmly on the slave. God, whose

“ Ways seem dark, bat, goon or late,
They touch the shining hills of duy,*”
in His infinite mercy and wisdom has in this re-
spect reversed the decrees of man. Well for Ten-
nessee and her bleedin ople would it have
been had the members of that convention bowed
reverently to His will, as did the framers of the
Constitution of the United States, and so worded
the instrament they fashioned that it would not
have informed posterity that so odious an institu-
gon as slavery had ever been tolerated by the

Late. i

During the second week of the session, Mat-
thew Stephenson, a farmer of Washington county
a native of Rockingham county, Virginia, moved
“ that a committee of thirteen, one from each con-
gressional district, be appointed to take into con-
sideration the propriety of designating some pe-
riod from which slavery shall not be luleral.edp in
this State, and that all memorials on that subject
that have or may be presented to the convention
be referred to said committee to consider and re-
port thereons;’’ which resolution, by a vote of 38
3(53250' was laid on the table on the 1st of January,
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This action of the convention was not readily
uiesced in by the people; and toavert popular,
indignation it was * resolved that a i

duce o feverish nt, nlike d to the happi-
ness of both partles? Would not the condition of free
peaple of color, under the lon of the Iraad,

three, one from each division of the State, be ap-
pointed to draft the reasons that governed this con-
vention in declining to act upon the memorials on
the subject'of slavery.”” The address prepared
by the committee appointed under this resolution
does not attempt to defend or apologize for sla-
very; doesnot denythatitisa great wrong; speaks
of ** the unenviable condition of the slave;' of
slavery as * unlovely in all its aspeets,” and de-
plores “ the bitter draught the slave is doomed to
drinl.”” Itrests the defense of the convention on
other grounds than divine sanction of this mon-
strous wrong, this hideous outrage upon every
precept of Christianity, this violation of every
clause of the decalogue. It puts its defense on
the ground of policy, and asserts that a constitu-
tional provision looking to gradual emancipation
would deplete the State of its laborers; that men
would hurry their slaves into Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Louisiana, Missouri, or Arkansas, where
they would be lesskindly treated thanin Tennes-
see,and wherethe prospect of ultimate erancipa-
tion would be more remote. This addressto the
neople of Tennessee admonishes us of the peren-
nial fountain of evil they would inflict on the peo-
ple of the insurgent district, who would doom the
more than three million six bundred and sixLy-six
thousand people of color, dwelling within its lim-
its, to that dubious measure of [reedom enﬁinyed
Ly men to whom political rightsare denied, by the
following pointed passage:

# e condition of a free man of color, surrounded by
persons of a different caste and complexion, 1s the most
voclorn and wretehed thatean be imagined. Heisa I
in the land of his nativity; he ks an ougeast in the place of

‘his réaldence; e ins scarcely a motive o prompt him to
virtuons action or to stimulate him to honorble exertions.
overy turn and corner of the walks of life he isbeset
iith. tempiations, sirong, n_ai', alinost irresistible, 10 the
ceof whiely in most cases he may be expeeted to yleld,
e consequence of which must be that he will be degrivled,
dekplsed, aud trampled upon by the rést of the community.
Wien the frae man of color s oppressed by the proud, or
circumyented by the cunning, or betrayed by those In
whom he has re d confidence, do the laws of the Jand
wtfbrd him maore than a nominal protection?  Denied his
outl in @ coort of justice, unable to call any of his own
eulor 1o be ‘witnesses, il the injory he eomplains of has
been cominitted by a white man, how nm.nf of bis wrongs
must remain Unredressed ; how many of his rizhis be vio-
inted with Impunity; how poor a boon daes he receive
when bois receiviog freedomy IF what lie receives can be
cullod by that name, . Unenvinbleas isthe condition of the
elave, unlovely as elavery is In all its aspects, Litter as the
dr:“‘m'hl may be that the slave Is doomed to drink, never-
thi+iess hiseondition is better than the conditfon of the free
pan of color in the inidstofa community of white men with
whom he has no cammon interest, no [eliow-feeling, no

equality.” b

! And it speaks to such with more pertinency
thian it did to those for whom it was written when
it eays: 4 '

“s4What, then, would be the condition of the eommunity,
with £ueh'a multitade of human beings turned loose in so-
ciety, with all the habits, morals, and manners of the slave,
uﬂ‘t‘oafg i;ie-mnu nn} mw ?:M g:f. utfm,wlg
cf e real ngs o berly or the veal privilezes of the
f{ n? t#nulifnm two distinet clamru pﬁet;'ple In the
same communily array thamselves ngainst eneh’ other in
peppetual hosgibity and mutenal distrust 2 Would not the
constant collision that would take place between them pro-

tee of

n be more wretched hau the condition of the
slaves? Fauh‘_nos the white portion of the communily be
mare insecure with such g mullibude among tiem., who had
o common inlerest awith, no bond of umion fo, that parl of
the communily with whom they were mizel, and yel from
whom theywere forever sepayated by & mark of distinetion
taat timo atself couldnot wear away?  Tho prople.of colar,
numerous as they would bey with no Kindred feeling to
unite them to (hat part of the community, whom they would
both envy and hate, wonld nevertheless have at'thelr com-
manda ion of physieal ath that might and proha-
hiy would be wiclded 1o the worst purpnses.  They wontd
look across the sonthiern baundary of the State, and there
they would see in a gtate of servituda a peoplgof their own
color and kindred, to whom they were bound by the strong
bonds of eonsanguluity; and with whom they could make
acommon cause, and would they not be strongly tempted to
concert plans with them 1o exterminate the white man and
take posgession of the country 2 W'hey would then posseas
the means of consulting together, of eoliperating with ench
other, and! let it mol be forgotten that' they would be ant-
mated éy ecery feeling of the human heart that impels Lo
action.”

Our millions will not look across the boundary
and behold a people of their color and kindred in
bondage, Iu all the States pf Central America,
as in =l‘\vl.-a.m::n, the eolored man is not oni.y_l‘ree.
but a citizen in the full enjof'menl.ofuli the rights
accorded to any man under his Government, But
on this point I shall have a few words to say heres
alter.

How blinded by the pride of caste were the au-
thors of the address from which I make these ex-
tracts !' How fatally did theyignore the fact that
God had made all nations of one blood! It was
not necessary that Tennessee should expatriate
her laborers, or maintain slavery, or create in her
midst g0 dangerous a class, It was open to that
convention to: avoid the great iniquity which, it
appears, a majority of its members Liad predeter-
mined, namely, thedeprivation of the free colored
man of the political rights he had enjoyed for forty:
years, and to have maintained the existing rights
of those whose labor was giving consideration to
the State and wealth toits people, But they had
already forgotten the maxims of the fathers; and
itwill be well if we do not adopttheir follyasour
wisdom. - Letus profit by their sad experience,
and be warned by the voice of Jefferson, who ex-
claimed: y

# With what exeeration should the statesman beloaded,
who, permitting one half the eitizens thus to trample on the
rights of the ather, transforma those into despots and these
Into enemies—destrays the morals of the ane part, and the
amor patrie of the otlier!”

And let us remember, too, that a wiser than he
has said—

“Wae unto them that dl;rrsu unrighteous decrees, and

write ?rlevmlamm which they have prescribed; to turn

asile the needy from judgment, and take away the right

from the poor.™

But plausible as were the reasons set forth in
this address,dts authors'did not intimate to the
people that even lhgfr doubted that the great
wrong of slaverywould soon disappear; and, s
appears by pages 92 and 93 of the Journal, they
further said: v

% Rut the friends of humanity need not despairs the me-
morhilsts peed not deead that glavery will be perpetaal.in
our highly-favared countey,?  * LI * S Undes
the approving smile of Heaven, and the fostering care o1
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Proyidenes, slavery will yet be extinguished In a way that
will work no evil fo the white man, wiille it produces the
happiest cifects upon the whule Africanrhees” = -
* \d S Let it be remembered that there s an ap-
propriate tisme for ceory work hensath the swa, nid o pro-
mature attémpto do sny work, particafarly aoy great work,
seldomy falls 1o prevent snceess, A’ promanire altempt.on

and 1,

i:nnrns with bowels of ionand thal 'rT

or the wifie and ehildren of his bosom, who are bone of hia
bone and flesh of liis Hesh?  He canuot.  Or can the chil-
dren of the fond mother be torn (rom fier bosom while lier
lieart i wrunyg with distress, and she agonizes indespair
aml mourns for them, sad will not be eomforted, beeause
thiy are not 2 "T'his eannnt be done.  Then doea this npt

the part of nosivk man to leave bis bed and bis chamber
would dnevitably prolong bis disease; or perlips place it
beyond the power of medicive, A similar attempt on_Uie
part of the poor man to place himselfin astate of independ
enee, by engiging In fome plansible bay imprudent speia-
lation, would probably tuvoive himin embareassment o
whicli he eould notextricaie khnsell throughou; te whole
remaining portion of bis lile. o a prematire attempt on
the part of the bénevolent to got rid o thie evils of shivery
woilld eertninly iave the effuct of posipiming 10 a (e dis-
tant day the accomplisbment of an event duvoutly and
ardently desired by the wise and the good in every part of
our beloveid country.”

. The sophisms of this report were not permitied
1o, pass without notice. Stout old DMatthew
Stephenson, (for he was then in the fifty-eighth
year of his age,) sustained by several of hisasso-
ciates, caused their protestto be entered on the
jourpals, They said;, among other things:

# We bolleve the prinelples nssumed in the report, and
the argumoents used Lo thelr support, are in their wudeuey
subversive of the tru pri I of republicpaising and be-

ire wie can codslstently give tem our vuqualiicd assent
wir must renounce the doctrine that @ all nren wee created
€qual ; that they are endowed by their Creator withieertuin
unalicnable IIE i35 thatamong these are lile, lberty, and
the purzuit uf happiness.” Above all, wo believe the report
is at varinnee with the 'spliic of the godpel, which is the
glory of our v, tie precepts and maxims of which ure
found (o the Bille. Ouneof its excellent rules fs; ¢ Az ye
would that men should do, untp you, do y¢ even £0 unio
then,” Now, to apply this galden rule to the ease of mas-
tor anil the shave, we llave Jost o place vaeh inthe othes’s
gtend , then ask the question lonestly, ©Whit woald | that
ny servant, ts placed in power, should do unto e

T " - ¥ - - - - . -

“ Put we are told natare has
a mark of distinetlon which
strnecs can chliverate, -

& We admit the fact, but are neverllielessunable o perecive
in that @ good veawon for denying to themn the common vights
of man, ‘I'be words of cternal truth are, that God has mode
of one Wood @l nations that dwell upon the earth, wid the
unidersizned, in the lnguage of Cowper, are unwilling 10
< find their ellow-creatdre guilly of a'skin not eolored ke
their own;? nar can we admil as gust Hhe vule that would
assign to men bheir vights according to dhe different shadesof
eolor, In the wpinion of the ubdersigned, ail the ovits so
strikingly and so’ eloguently portrayed in the report, re-
speeting the Tree peurlc of color willle among us, app'y
with cqual, nay, with geeatee foree 10, the same people
wihiile in slavery, unless, indeed, slavery gives dignily Lo
it And although the meoriallses 4o not hintateetalo-
‘ings the people of color among 0s when free, bur ask that
‘some mians be devised for thelr remaoval; nor would the

fersigned I | as advoeating any systein of
cmanelpation uncouneeted with or without a view to thelr
eolonfzation s yet we believe they would be happler and
snfer subjects of vur Government as free men than asslaves,
s we hold it wise policy in gvery Government to make it the
interest of all its subjects to support, defend, and eluale
its civil institutions, is it reasonable to suppose Lhat any wonld
desiva the permeanent existence of that Government which
denied to thein all the rights of free T Solomon in his
wisdom has sald, ¢ Oppression makes a wise man mad.’

Dr. Joseph Kineaid, of Bedford con ntyfa native
of Madison eounty, Kentucky, also, prepared a
protest sgainst the doctrines of 'the address, and
caused it to be entered on the Journals, Irom
that protest I make but the following extract:

 (*an the free man of color be torndrom his wife and
family und driven in chains 1o a foreign land and therasold
in the market like a dumb brote to him who will give the
greatest swin for Lim, Wough lis heant bleeds aud besoin

placed on the man ol eolor
witlicr line nor

ten the *dmoght’ which the free man of ‘enlor dafly
drinks?  Most indithitally it dovd, - Are these blessings se
cured to the slave? Wi have seen they are not.. Whap js
it, then, which coastitiites the situstion of the slave beile
thin that of the free man of tolor?  Dodsthie superiot hap-
pinesh and comtort of the gluve over thit of the frée¢ map
of eolyr consist in the smnunr of bread and meat whicthe
receives at the bands of lils master to subsist him, which
lie his not vo trouble hipself about the procurinyg of2 The
report seets to predicate a rood portion of thesolid com-
fort of the slave upon die daily rationg wlilch ‘he’ draws
frown bis waster's stores. . Bug (i3 conelosion the under-
signed eaonut subscribe. tn as an JAmerican citizen he
woull put a bigher estimate apon 1be Iilmn.y whicl ks en-
Joyed even by the free mian of col What ! will it be sakl
thit fedw pizhits, privilezes, anid happiness shall Le hadaweed
in the seale against the nlowanve of conse furdawhich ks
glven for dally subsistence to the slave, and the tattered
garments that are furnished him w defénd his body agdinst
the ineh ¥ of the s and the cliains with which
e miny be bawad in order w/send bim ‘o o foreign marker?
Monstrous doetrine ! Connot the free man of color; with
the fabar ol his hauds, one gixih part of his time, procure
es ample a supply of food apd Faiment ns is furidlshed the
slave?  Yoa, and can lie uot ten sit dowo uinder lils own
ving, in the onr of his family, and enjoy it and there
‘shiall * be none 1o disyarb or make bl aleaid 22 2

_N ar did the controversy end heres for the com-
mittee, mude a supplementary report, and trug-
hearted old Matthew Stephenson and his asso-
ciates entered their second proiest on the joucnal
of the convention. '

In drawing the picture of the condition of the
[ree man of color, the comuiitice representing the
majority of the convention evidently hud in view
what ll:elj,r_ intended to make his future and notlis
past condition in that State; for the convention,
watead of provldmg for the abolition of slavery,
threw around that jnstitution an additional safe-
guard by providing that ¢ the General Assembly
shall have no power to pass laws for the emanci-
pation of slaves without the consentof their owner
or owners;’” and by a vote of 33 1023 ch d
ihe langunge of the clause regulating the elective
franchise from **freemen,’' as it had stoed from
the organization of the State, to **free white men,*”
since which time the negro hus had no voice or
share in the management of the public affairs of
that State. "I'hus South Curolina wiumphed over
freedom in Tennessee. » Terh

Bat'to return to my line of argament, having
wandered too far in this interesting digression.

Ample as thisis, we do not depend onithe action
of the Congress of the Confederation, and of the
Convention for framing the Constitution of the
United States, and the provisions of the several
State constitutions for all the proof the men of
that period left that they recognized the right of
man, by reason of hismanhood, to the enjoyment
of all the rights of citizenship. A long and uni-
form course of legislation relating to and regulat-
ing territory stretching from the Jakes southward
to the Gulf of Mexico, confirms the fact,  Con-
gress, under &_e Articles of Confederation, twice
provided for the government of Territories, and
under our present Constitution the Congress of
the United States much more frequently,  The

distinguished men who oceupied seats ‘in tiose
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bodies prior to 1812 had not been enlightened by
the sibylline mysteries given to the world in the
celebrated letter of General Cass to Mr. Nicholson,
nor by the doetrine of ** popular sovereignty’’ so
persistently reiterated by Douglas as his *‘ great
doetrine;’” nor by Calhoun’s ﬁlcory. which was
finally accepted as the cardinal, if not the sole
doctrine of Democratic faith, that the flag of the
United States, wherever it may be borne,on land
or sea, carries with it and protects human slavery,
as announced by Toombs in his Boston address
of January 24, 1856. They knew that it was the
duty of Congress, alike under the Articles of Con-
federation and the Constitution of the United
States, to legislate for the Territories and provide
governments for their regulation. The resolutions
of the Congress of the Confederation for the tem-
porary government of territory ceded by the in-
dividual States to the United Siates, adopted April
23, 1784, provided for the establishment of terri-
torial governments by the * free males offull age;”’
and the famous Ordinance of July 13, 1787, for the
overnment of the territory northwest of the river
hio, which repeals the resolutions of 1784, and
the salient point of which was known first as the
4 Jeflerson proviso,’ and later, in connection with
the Oregon struggle, as the ** Wilmot proviso,”
vested the right of suffrage in the “free male in-
habitants of full age,”” with a certain freehold
qualification. 'T'his Ocrdinance was reénacted im-
mediately after the adoption of our present Con-
stitution, by theaemf(}anﬁmss of August 7, 1789;
and in this respect was the precedent for every
subsequent territorial act passed until 1812.  The
several acts passed from the foundation of the
Government to that date, were as follows:

Under the Congress of the Confederation, those
to which I have referred, namely, that of April
23, 1784, ** for the temporary government of fer-
ritory ceded or to be ceded by the individual States
to the United States;" and that of July 13, 1787,
** for the' government of the territory of the United
States northwest of the river Ohio.™

And by the Congress of the United States since
the adoption of the Constitution:

The act of August 7, 1789, already referred to
a8 reénacting the Ordinance of 1787;

The act oF May 26, 1790, for the government
of the territory of the United States south of the
river Ohio, under which, as we have seen, the
State of Tennessee was organized;

The act of April 7, 1798, for the establishment
of a government in the Mississippi territory;

The act.of May 7, 1800, establishing Indiana
Territory;

The act of March 26, 1804, for the government
of Louisiana, which provided for a legislative
council, to be appointed by the President of the
United States, and not for an elective Legislature,
as did all the rest;

The act of January 11, 1805, for the govern-
ment of Michigan Territory;

The act of March 2, 1805, for the establish-
ment of the Territory of Orleans; and

The act of February 3, 1809, for'the govern-
ment of lllinois Territory,

Andin no one of these ten acts was any re-
striction placed on the right of suffrage by rea-

son of the color of the citizen, In none of them
was the word ** white'’ used to limit the right to
suffrage. '

The next territorial act was that of June 4,
1812, providing for the government of Missouri
Territory, Morethan twenty-two years had then
passed since the adoption of the Constitution;
and the men who had achieved our independence
and fashioned our institutions in harmony with

the fundamental truths they had declared, and

who during this long period, more than the aver-
age active life of a generation, had resisted the
aristocratic and strife-engendering demands of
South Carolina, were rapidly paesing, indeed
most of them had passed, from partieipation in
public affairs. Meanwhile, slavery had been
strengthened by the unhappy compromise of the
Constitution conceded to South Carolina and
Georgia, by which ** the migratinn or impaorta-
tion of such ﬁursom as any of the States now ex-
isting shall think proper to admit'’ was permitted
for the period of twenly years. Meanwhile, too,
the people of the country, enjoying unmeasured
and unanticipated prosperity, forgotthat * eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty,” and that ““ power
is ever stealing from the many to the few;" and
proud of their own achievements began to look
with contempt upon the ignorant laborers they
owned or employed, and their kindred newly im-
ported from the coast of Africa; and began that
fong and rapid series of concessions to the fell spirit
of slavery which made the present war inevitable,
if free lngorand the doctrine of afair day’s wages
for a fair day’s work were to be maintained inany
part of the country. In the adoption of the ter-
ritorinl bill of 1812, South Carolina and slavery
triumphed over freedom and the more powerful
North, and the word ** white,”’ rejected in 1778
and thenceforth, was now inserted in the clause
regulating suffrage in the fundamental law of a
Territory.

Successful resistance tothat innovation on well-
established precedent would have secured free-
dom to Missouri, and in all probability averted
the border wars of Kansas and the grander con-
troversy in which we are engaged, and of which
the Kansas feuds were but the sure precursor.

Can any candid man, in the face of this mass
of concurrent evidence, nssert that the fathers of
our Government found in the fact of color cause
for the denial of citizenship and the exercise of
suffrage to any freeman? But more and if pos-
sible more pregnant proof on the point exists: not
only did they assert the right of negroes to suf-
frage by rejecting the proposition of South Caro-
linm in the Congress for framing Articles of Con-
federation, and protect it by the Constitution of
the United States, and confirm it by twelve terri-
torial laws; but,as I shall proceed to show, they,
by express treaty stipulation, first with France
and again with Spain, guarantied them ¢ the
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and im-
munities of citizens of the United States,” and
the * free enjoyment of their liberty, property ,and
the religion which they professed.”” To show
how unqualifiedly this was done under.the admin-
isteation of Mr. Jefferson, L beg leave to read a
brief extract from that most interesting ‘and in-
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structive pamphlet; “The Emancipated Slave
Face to Face with his Old Master,” by J. Me-
Kaye, special commissioner from the War De-
partment to*the ‘valley of the lower Mississippi,
and also a member of the Freedmen’s Inquiry
Commission:

“ The valley of thelower Mississippi, from an early period
of its gettlement, contained a proportionately large free
colored population.  In 1803, when the territory of which
the State of Louisiana fors a part, was ceded by the
French republic o the United States, these free colored
men were already quite numerous, and many of them were
po: i of derabl tpmperty. ‘They. werenot only as
free as any other portion of the population, but in general
as well educated and Intelligent. Many ofthem were the
chilidren of the early white settlers, nnd had alwiys enjoved
# certain social ns well as civil equality,  As 1o the enjoy-
ment of political rights under the old Spanish and Preneh
régimes, neither white nor black settlers ever had much
experi % quently there had never arisen among

iem much question of these ﬂghu, or as to whom they be-
Em.ud. The French repnblie, founded on “Hiberty, equal-

fraternity,” had ‘not yet quite forgotten the import of
ese words, and henee eaused 1o be inserted in the treaty
‘0:“ lon a gol i lon in the words following, 10

%% Apm. 3. The inbabitants of the ceded territory shafl
be incorporated into the Uuion of the United States, and
admitted as soon as possible, aceording to the principlez of
the Féderal Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights,
ad ges, and i Ities of citizens of the United States §
and in the mean timethey shall be maintained and protected
inthe free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the re-
ligion which they profess.?

The Floridas, though less populous than the
Louisiana territory, had Euim as large a propor-
tionate part of negroes and mulattoes among their
population. By the treaty of February 22, 1819,
with Spain, she ceded to the United States ¢ all
the territories which belong to ner, situated to the
eastward of the Mississippi, known by the name
of Eastand West Floridas.”” The sixth article of
the treaty is as follows;

“The inhabitants of the territories which his Catholie
Majesty eedes to the United States by treaty shinll be ineor-
Egmle in the Union of the United States as soon as may

eongiztent with the prineiples of the Federal Constitu-
tion, and admitted to the enjoyment of all the privileges,
rights, and immunities of the citizens of the United Siates.”

My proposition is that the Government of the
United States was 'instituted to secure the rights
of all the citizens of the country, and not for the
benefit of men of one race only, and I know not
where to look for evidence that would strengthen
the conclusiveness of the mass of proof 1 have
thus adduced, embracing as it does the action of
the framers of all the State constitutions but one,
of the Congress for framing Articles of Confed-
eration, of the Convention for framing the Consti-
tution of the United States, the acts of Congress
in unbroken series throughout the active life of a

eration,and the solemn obligationsassumed by

e executive department of the national Govern-
ment in the exercise of the treaty-making power,
If other source of proof there be'it can only serve
to make nssurance doubly sure. A

M. Speaker, it is safe to assert that in every
State, save South Carolina, and possibly Virginia
and Delaware—in which two States the question
of suffrage was regulated by statute and not by
constitutional provision—negroes participated in
constituting the Convention which framed the
Constitution of the United States, and voted for
membera of the State ebnventions to which the

uestion of its ratifieation was submitted; and as
ﬂmt Constitation containg ne clause which ex-
pressly or by implication deprives them of the
protecting power and influence of the instrument
they participated in creating, | may well say that
to secure internal peace by the establishment of
political homogeneity, and perpetuate it by the
abolition of political classes and castes whose
conflicting rights and interests will provoke inces-
sant agitation, and everand anon, as the oppressed
may be inspired by the fundamental principles
of our Government, or goaded by wrongs excite
armed insurrection, we need adopt no new theory,
but accept the principles of our fathers, and ad-
minister in good faith to all men the institutions
they founded on them. .

As n step to this, my am t prop .
not that the entire mass of people of Afvican de-
seent, whomourlaws and customs have degraded
and brutalized, shall be immediately clothed with
all the rights of citizenship. It proposes only to
grant the right of suffrage, inestimable to all men,
1o those who may be so far fitted by edacation for
its judicious exercise asto be able to read the Con-
stitution and laws of the country, in addition to
the brave men, who, in the name of law and lib-
erty,and in the hope of leaving their children heirs
to bath, have welcomed the baptism ofbattle in the
naval and military service of the'United States, and
who are embraced by the amendment reported by
the committee. This, Ladmit, will be an entering
wedge, by the aid of whieh, in a brief time, the
whole mass improved, enriched, and enlightened
by the fast ing and beneficent providences of
C{od, will be qualified for and permitted to znljoy
those rights by which they may protect themselves
and aid in giving to all others that near approach
to exact justice which we hope to attain from the
intelligent exercise of universal suffrage and the
submission of all trials of law in which a citizen
may be interested to the decision of his peers as
jurors.

1 am, Mr. Speaker, under but one specific
pledge to my constituénts other than that which
promised to vote away the last dollar from each
man’s coffer and the last able-bodied son from his
hearthside, if they should be needed for the effect-
ual suppression of the rebellion, and thatis, that
I will in their behalf consent to no proposed sys-
tem of reconstruction which shall place the loyal
men of the insurrectionary district under the un-
bridled control of the wicked and heartless trai-
tors who have involved us in this war, and illus-
trated their barbarity by the fiendish cruelties the
have practiced on their loyal neighbors, negro sal-
diers and unhappy prisoners of war; and to that

ledge, God helping me, I mean to prove faithful.
[i'he future peace and prosperity of the country
demand this much at our r_mlf’!; The logic of
our institutions, the principles of the men who
achieved our independence and who framed those
institutions, alike impel us to this course, as ne-
cessary as it will be wise and just.

Let us meet the question fairly. Do ourinstitu-
tions rest on complexional differences? Can we
cement and perpetuate them by aurrenﬂarinf the

atriots of tl’:e insurgent district, shorn of all po-
itical power, into the hands of the traitors whom
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we propose to propitiate bg such a sacrifice of
fail}: and honor? Did God ordain our country
for a single race of men? Is there reason wh

the intelligent, wealthy, loyal man of eolor shall
stand apart, abased, on election day, while his
ignorant, intemperate, vicious, and disloyal white
neighbar participaten in making laws" for his
government ? hat is the logic that denies to a
son the rizlit to vote with or agrinst his father,
beeause it lina pleased Heaven that he should par-
take more largély of his mother’s than of that
father’scomplexion? And is it not known 1o al)
of us that well-nigh forty per eent. of the colored

people of the South are children of white fathers,

wha, afltér we subjugate them, will with profes-
sions of loyalty only lip deep, enjoy the right of
suffrage in the reconsiructed States? Shall he,
though black as ebony be his skin, who, by pa-
tient industry, obedience to the laws, and unvary-
th %:]Oll habits, has accumunlated property on
which he cheerfully pays taxes, be denied the
right of a voice in the government of a State to
whose support and welfare he thus contributes,
while the idle, reckless, thrifiless man of fairer
complexion shall vote away his earnings and
trifle with his life or interests as a juror? Shall
the brave man who has periled life, and mayhap
lost limb, who has endured the dangers of the
march, the camp, and the bivouae in defense of
our Constitution and laws, be denied their pro-
tection, while the traitors in the conquest of wll:om
he agsisted r:n_i0¥ those rights, and use them as
instruments for his oppression and degradation?
Shall he who, in'the langnage of my amendment,
may be able to read the Constitution of the Uni-
led States, and who finds his pleasure in the study
of history and political philosophy, whose in-
'z%ritly is undoubted, whose means areample, be
roiceless in the councils of the nation, and read
pnly to learn that the people of free and enlight-
ened America, among whom his lot has Leen
cast,sustain the only Government which punishes
a race because Gad in His providenee gave it a
complexion which its unhappy members would
not have accepted had it been submitied to their
choice or volition? And can he who will answer
these questions affirmatively believe that Govern-
ments are instituted among men to secure their
rights, that they derive their powers from the
consent of the governed, and that it is the duty
of a,people, when any Government becones de-
struetive of their rights, to alter or abolish it,and
establish a new Government? Sir, our hope for
peace, while we attempt to govern two gﬂhs _cnf the
people of one half of our country in viclation of
these fundamental principles, will be idle as the
brecze of summer or the dreams of the opium
cater, 3
~ Inthisconnection let me call the attention of the
House to a fuct to which [ have already invited
that of many members and other distingnished
entlemen. By the eensus of 1860 it appears
hat South Carolina had but 291,300 white inhab-
itants, and 412,408 colored. Among the former
we have no reason to know or believe that, since
the death of Pettigrew, there is a single loyul
man; while thelatter, wehave no reason to doubt,

ure ull as loyal s Robert Small, the patriot pilot

of Charleston harbor. Arewe todeclare thatone
whitecitizen of South Carolinais entitled to more
weight in the councils of thenation than two citi-
zens of a northern State; and are the 291,300 to be
vested with the absolute government of 703,708¢
Is the entire loyalty of that State to beconfided to
the tender mercies of the ehagrined and humili-
ated, but unconverted and devilish traitors of the
State thatengendered and inaugurated this bloody
rebellion? And shallthey who have fought for our
flag, sheltered onr soldiers when flying from loath-
some prisons, guided them through hidden paths
by night, saving them from starvation by sharing
with them their poor and scanty food, and whose
unceasingprayer o God has been for our triumph

be handed over to the lash, the iron collur, an

the teeth of the blood-hound, to'gratify our pride
of race and propitiate our malignant foes?

Again, the census shows that Mississippi, in.
1860 had but 350,901 white ‘inhabitants, aad
437,494 colored. Disloyalty was almost as prev=
alent among the white mén of Mississippi as
among thase of South Carolina. Bat who has
heard from traveler, correspondent, returning sol-
dier, or other person, that Ee has found a colored
traitor within the limits of that State? And shall
we, ignoring our theory that** Governments de-
rive their just powers from the cpnsent of the
governed,” say to the majority in these States,
“Stand back ! time and labor eannot qualify you
to take care of yourselves? Wespurn you for
the service you hiave rendered our cause,and hand
you over to the degradation, the unrequited toil,
the slow but'sure and ‘eruel extermination which
your oppressors in their pride and madness will
provide for you?:'

And mark you, Mr. Speaker, again, how nearly
the races are balanced in Louisiana, Georgia, and
Alabama, [In Louisianathere nre-35?,45§ whites
and 350,546 colored peopie. OF whites in Georgia
there are 591,550, and of colored people there are
465,736. 1n Alabama the whites number 526,271,
while thereare of colored 437,930, And in Flor-
ida there is the same near approach to equality of
numbers, the white population being 77,747 and
the colored 62,677,  Are these people by our de-
cree to remain dumb and voiceless in freedom?
They are no longer slaves. War and the high

rerogative of the President, called into exercise
Ey the war, have mude them free. Will you in-
flict upon them all the miseries predicted for the
free colored people of Tennessee: in the extract
which I have read to you? No, vather let us
bind them to our Government by enabling them
to protect their interests, share its power, and ap-
preeiate its. beneficence, This we can do, and
the alternative is to so degrade them that they will
prove an annoyance and an object of distrust to
their. white neighbors, an element of wenkness.
to the Government, and o constant invitation to
diplomatic intrigue and war by the ambitious
man who dreams of a Latin empire in America,
and who, following the example of the States of
Central and South Ameriea, will accept the de-
seendant of Africa as a Basque and a citizen of
his proposed empire, f

And here it may not be amiss to pause for a
moment and contemplate some ulterior conse-
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quences of our action on this subject. Trained
in the school of Democracy, 1 am a believer in
the “ manifestdestiny’’ of my country. Havin

regarded the acquisition by Mr. Jefferson of the
Louisianaterritory as wiseand beneficent, though
unwarranted by the Constitutiony beholding great
advantages in the acquisition of Florida, and hav-
ing;believed that, wathout war, could we have

patiently waited, Texas would have come to s

naturally as a State or States of the Union, | am
used to dreaming of the just influence the United
Statesi are to exercise, from end to end of the
Amgericancontinent. Among the most ephemeral
products of our era will be the Franco-Austrian
empire in Mexico,if we be buttrue to our own
Blzrcipibs Jin this season of doubt and perplexity.

infidelity to principles alone can give it per-
miiy. Within its limits the question of color
] t.a political or asocinl question; it is purely
one of taste. There, us iniCentral and South
‘America, the colored man is a freeman. And
we.are to determine whether the sympathies of

these millions of people within our own borders

are to be with the Government whose sapremacy
they bave nided in regstablishing or with the wily
and ambitious man who will pledge them citizen-
shipon condition that they ainrhim in carrying the
limitg of lig Latin empire to the northern bound-
ary of the Gulf States of America. 'I'o them the
United Switesior Mexico will be the exemplar na-
tionsof the world. ' Before hér ruder lawsall men
are equal. 'Let ours be not lesa broad and just.
T'he tropical and malarious regions'of | Central
America havey during the prevalence of slavery,
seemed to be the natyral geogeaphicnl boundary
of our influence in that diveetions "Dropical re-
gionsare not the kome of the white man. They
were not made for him.  God did not adapt him
to them. ‘They are prolific in wealth, invite to
commerciul intereourseyyieldmany things neees-
sary to the success of our-arts and industry, and
will one day afford a market forimmense masses
of our productions. But we cannot oeeupy them;
we cannot develop théir resources.. Nor can the
negro, in the ignorance and degradation to which
we hdve hitherto doomed him. Wehaveatlength

made him a soldier, and if need be he will carry:

ourarms and our flag trivmphantly jover that
to us pestilential region; and, If we .make.him a

battle, rnd who are po longer debarred by stat-
ute from access 1o the sources of thought and
knowledge, they will, let me reiterate the fact, be
a ready and powerful ally to any power thatma
‘ be disposed to disturb our peace and that will
promise them the enjoyment of therights of men
as accorded to every citizen by its Government,
But it may be eaid, ** history vindicates your
theory; our fathers did mean that the blaek ‘'man
should be a citizen and a voter; to deny him his

be better to secure his'loyalty to the Government
by its even-handed jnstice, but such an act wounld
exasperate the southern people, and we do pot
think it wise to do that; his race isinferiors and,
inhort, we will not do it.”” Whio sayshis race
is 'inferior? ' Upon what theater have you per-
mitted him'to exhibitor develop his power? 'Give
him an epportunity to exhibit his ‘eapacity, and
let those who follow you and have before them
the vésults he produces in freedom judge as to his
relative position in ‘the seale of human powerand
woith,” “To whom and to' what do you say the'
American negro and mulatto are inferior? '%Vas
onr Government ‘fashioned for the Caucasian’
alone? Will you,ns Theodore Tilton well asked,
exchange the ne?‘n for' the Bsquimaus, for the
Pacifie islander, for the South American tribes?
Will you exehange our negroes for so many Mon-
golians, Ethiopians, American Indians, ‘or Ma-
lays? | appreliend that the universal answer to
thess questions will be ip the negative; because,
oppreés them-as we may, we rate the American
négroes a8 next to our own proud race in the
senle'of humanity. And shall we ereet around
our civilization, our 'privileges, and immunities,
a 'more than Chineee wall?* Shall America, prond

ail nations of the world? Orghall slie "carry her
faith into her life and become the hiorae of man-'
kind, the empire of freedom, and, by'lier example,
the réformer of the world? !

rizht of suffrage, and give it practical effect. In

a letter dated July 12, 1816, in discussing aJ}r'n-
ozell amendment to the constitution of Virginia,

Mr, Jefferson saids )

equal right of every eltizen in Lis person and property,and
in thelr Try by this 2 2 tally every provis-

citizen; open to his children the school 5
give him the privilege of the workshopthe studio,
the hall of gcience; admit him to the delights and
inapirations of literature, philosophy, poetry—~in
brief, if we recognize him as & man and 'open to
liim the broad fields of American énterprise and
cultare, lic will see that natare has given Limthe
monopoly of the wealth of that region; and will
b!aum-.wérhl by making himself themaster af it.
By this means,aud this alone, can we extend our

influenge over that regiony and prepare for the

ultimate Americanization of these drained by
the Orinoko, the Amazon, and the Parana, - As
a citizen, nature. will prompt the eolored man
to'achieve these grand results. But if we leave
the race a disfranclised and disaffected elass in
‘our miist, numbering millions, and embracing
hundreds of thounsands of men who in pursuitof
freedom have bared their breasts to the storm of

ion of our cnﬁr_afilu.t.ll:m and see I it hapgs dlreetly on the
will of the peaple, * tadice your Legislature 1 a conven-
fent number for full gut orderly diseussion. Frevy nan
who fizh!s or paus exercise his just and cqual vight i their
eleclion. "—Jeflerson’s Worka, vol. 7, pnge 11,

And again, in a letter written April 19, 1824,
he said: i

# gwever nature may,; by menial or physieal disquali-
ficativnsg have marked intants and the weaker sex fur the
protection rather than the direction of Government, vel
among inen who cifkrr’;.vy or fight for their eomitry no ling
af vight ean be drawn'—Wovks, vol. T, page 245,

And again, as if to show how well considered
his opinion was, in the Notes on Virginia, speak-
ing of the then constitution of that State, he said:

P his constitation was formed wlhien wi were new and
inexperienced in the gelence of governmient. J€ was 1h
first, too, thatwas formed in the whole United Sinesy
wonder, then, that thwe and trialbaye discovered very eap-
al detvets i i i i %

1. The mnjority of (e men fo'the State who pay end

rights is illogical as you have sugzested; jtwould |

of her démocracy, become the most exclusive of

Lietus'frankly accept Jefferson’s test as to the '

#Thie true fonndation of republican’ governmedt 15 the |

"II
1.4
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Rt for its support are unrepr 1 intheLieg s the
roll of rre-ehuujers entitled o vote, not includlng’ generally
the half of the militia or of the tax-gatherers.”— JForks,
vol. 8, page 359.

By adopting this sound test, which, be it re-
membered, was the only one recognized by the
fathers, and adhering to'it, our practice will har-
monize with our theories, and the repugnance be-
tween the races will gradually disappear. Wealth
and power conceal many deformities, and will
make the black man less odious to all than he now
seems. Thus will consistent adherence to prin-
ciple give strength and peace to our country.

But if, on the other hand, we ignore the rights
of these four million people and their posterity,
the demon of agitation will haunt us in the fu-
ture fearfully agit has in the past. Theappeals of
these millions for justice will not go forth m vain;
and theliberal, the conscientious, the philanthrop-
ic, the religious, now that our Christian church
recognizes her long off-cast child philanthropy,
will be found in hostile arrayagainst what the com-
mercial and planting interests will regard as the
conservatism of the day; and though we find that
we have buried the slavery question, our peace
will be disturbed by the negro question constantly,
and feacfully as it has been by the struggle be-
tween slavery and free labor. To which party
ultimate victory would be vouchsafed.in such a
controversy I need notask, as the nation acknowl-
edges that God still lives and is omnipotent.

Again, such action is necessary to prevent the
reéstablishment of our old tormentor, slavery. It
is hoped that the proposed amendment to the
Constitution, forever prohibiting slavery, may be
adopted. Butithas not yet passed this IHouse; and
if it had, who can guaranty its adoption by three
fourths of the State Legislatures? 1 hope and
believe that that amendment will be adopted; but
itis within the range of possibility thatit may be
defeated. And lLow,in that event, save by the
suffrage of the colored man, by his right to pro-
tect himself, hiz:powerat the ballot-box,shall we
prevent his subjugation, or the bloady war that
suchan attempt might provoke—the reénactment
on the broader theater of our southern States of
the terrible tragedies that ensued upon the attempt
to again reduce Lo bondage the freed slaves of St.
Domingo?

Let it be borne in mind that States within the
Union determine through their organism who
shall be citizens and under what condition the
people may enjoy theiv rights, and that, if the
proposed amendment to the Constitution fail by
want of the approval of a safficient numberof the
State Legislatures, and South Carolina, when
read mitted should determine to reénslave her freed
men, and they should resist by force, although
they constitute so largely the majority of her peo-
Ele, it would be the duty of the Government to

ting the naval and military power of the United
States into action in support of the authority of
the State, ss itdid to suppress the Dorr rebellion
in Rhode Island and repel the invasion of Virginia
by John Brown and histwenty-two undisciplined
valunteers.

But gentlemen may say that we need not fear
. such an effort as this; that the humanity of the

age will prevent it. The humanity of the age has
t prevented similar ontrages. Neither the
umanity of the age, nor the prudence of the
people of the South; nor their sense of justice, nor
their love of country prevented a bloody war for
the purpose of overthrowing demoeratic institu-

itions and founding an empire, the corner-stone of

which should be human slavery. Let us not,
therefore, while it is in' our power to embody

justice in laws and constitutions, be eontent to

rely upon man’s abstract sense of justice or his
lovefor his fellow-man, Every gentleman knows
that it has been the usage of every slave State to
reduce free men, women, and children to bond-
age. Did not New Jersey, so late as 1797—as
appears from the State vs. Waggoner, 1 Hal-
stead’s Reports—hold that American Indians
might be reduced to and held in slavery? Has
it not been lawful in Virginia, as appears by
her Revised Code and the Constitution of 1851,
to apprehend and sell, by the overseers of the
poor, * for the benefit of the LiTerany Fuxp,*
any emancipated slave that might remain within
the State more than twelve months after his or
her vight to freedom had acerued ?  Has not South
Carolina sold free colored citizens of Massachu-
setts into bondage, because she had torn them
from the vessels on which they had entered her
ports, imprisoned them and brought them, though
aecused of noeriminal offense, under charges for
jail fees which she had deprived them of the means
of paying? And has not North Carolina, under
her act of 1741, been in the habit of dooming to
slavery the unoffending offspring of any white
woman-servant and a negro, mulatto or Indian.
How horrible must have been the crime of the in-
fant born of a white mother and an Indian father
that it should thus, by special statutory provision,
be punished by life-long, unrequited servitude,
and be made the progenitor of a race of slaves.
How dark indeed must have been the African
blood of the child whese mother was a white
woman and whose fatheran American Indian!

1 know not that the books; full as they are of such
instances, furnish any more absolute illustration
of the power of a State over its people than this.
And yet other and grander illustrations of that
power on: this and cognate questions rush upon
my memory. But a few years since, il was
gravely proposed by the Legislature of Maryland
to expel from the limits of that State some eighty
thousand people, because they were of African de-
scent, The act passed both branches of the Legis-
latare and was referred to the people for popular
sanction. And the main argument by which the
proposition was defeated at the polls was the
selfish one thatthe land of the white citizen would
remain untilled if these laborers were driven from
their homes. Had it been determined otherwise,
the people or the Government of'the United States
could not have prevented the execution of the in-
famous decree, but could have been called to en-
force it. A similar proposition, ata later date,
found favor in Tennessee; but the lingering spirit
of her earlier settlers rejected it upon the simple
and higher ground of humanity. Yet had such
a law been enacted, and had the free people of
color resisted it with force,did not we and every
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man in the North stand pledged to sustain the
Government in the use of the naval and military

ower in eirrying it into execution? Dorr’s re-
Ee]liun yand the manner in which the United States
Government suppressed it, have a place in the
history of our country, and illustrate the working
of our system of Government.

But why spealk of unsuceessful propositions,
about which perverse ingenuity may raise ques-
tions? Surely we have not forgotten the act by
which the Siate of Arkansas summarily decreed
the banishment of free negroes and mulattoes who
had ‘their homes in that State, and the enslave-
ment of all such as might not be able to make their
escape within the brief time allowed for the pur-
pose, Theynumbered many thousands, Some
of them hmlyheen given freedom by their fathers,
whose lingering humanity would not permit them
to sell the children of their loins. Others had
earned their freedom by honest toil, by acts of
patriotism, orby deeds oFEcncruus philanthropy,
the requital of which had been the bestowal of the
poor measure of liberty that the free negro might
enjoy within the limits of that State. The act to
wdich I refer is No. 151 of the acts of the General
Assembly of the State of Arkansas for the session
of 1858-59, and may be found on page 175 of the

amphlet laws of that session. It was approved
%qbrunry 12, 1859, and contains twelve sections.
Time will not permit me to cite the whole of this
iniquitous statute; but two sections I must give
enure. Section first is as follows:

‘¢ Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Slate of
rkansas, That no free negro or mulatto shall be permitted
10 rezide within the limits of this State after the 1st day of
January, A, D. 1860.22

And the tenth section reads thus:

i Be i further enacted, That it sball not be lawflul for
any person hereafter to emanclpate any slave in this State.”

Could language or rhetoric give force and am-
plitude to these provisions? The intermediate
sections provide for the arrest and sale ofany free
negro or mulatto over the age of twenty-one years
who might be found within the limits of the State
after the date indicated in the first section, and
the disposition to be made of the funds arising
from their sale. As a bribe to the people of the
several counties of the State to see the law faith-
fully executed, the surplus of each sale, after de-
ducting the costs, was to be paid into the county
treasury. They provided also for the hiring of
those free colored persons who were not twenty-
one years of age, and for thcsale_of such of these
hirelings as might be found within the limits of
the State thicty days after the expiration of their
term ‘of service. When it is remembered that,
by araversalof the immemorial aud universal pre-
sy_mhlion that man is free, it had been provided
inithis and all other slave States that the pre-
sumption that he was a slave arose from the fact
that any measure of African blood flowed in a
man’s veins, and that it was the duty, not only
of police and other officers, but of every eitizen
who found a person of African descentat large to
arrest him and demand the evidence of his free-
dom, and, in default of the production thereof, to
cast him into jail, and that for the jail fees thus
aceruing he might be sold, it will seen how

impossible it was for these poor and illiterate peo-
ple to make their exit from that State and through
those coterminous to it whose laws contained the
same barbarous provisions.

The humanity of the act is embodied in the
eleventh section, which provides for the support
of *“children under the age of seven years who
have no mothers, and who cannot be put out for
their food and elothing,’” and for ** the aged and
infirm negroes and mulattoes who may be as-
certained to be incapable of leaving the State, or
cannot be sold after being apprehended.” Less
merciful than Herod, the citizens of Arkansas
did not slay all these innocent children, but with
wise regard to the futare welfare of the treasury
of each county, having deprived them of the sup-
port their natural guardians and fond parents
could and would have provided them, and having
torn from the aged and infirm who were ineapa-
ble of leaving the State,and * could not be sold,”?
the stout sons or gentle daughters whose years
would have been gladdened by toiling to sustain
those weary and aged ones in their declining
years, they made it the duty of the county courts
to make provision out of the proceeds of the sale
of the able-bodied for the support of those who
they thus robbed of their natural sapport and
protection, leaving the aged and infirm to travel
rapidly toward paupers’ graves, and the childrven
to be sold into slavery as cupidity mizht bring
purchasersto the almshonse. Let men no longer
speak of the laws of Draco, but say that an
American State has, in the infernal inhumanity
of her legislation, exceeded in cruelty the despots
of all nations and all ages. Had the colored peo-
ple of Arkansas had the right of suffrage their
party influence would have saved us the shame
we feel as we contemplate this page of American
history.

The possible repetition of such acts as these by
the aristocracy of the old States, when they shall
again be fairly in the Union, is nol matter of specu-
lation.  The purpose isalready avowed. I have
myself heard it said by men, now professedly
loyal, that the condition of the negro will be made
more horrible as freemen than it has ever been
in slavery; and they havesaid to me, “* You know
that where the laborers are iznorant and power-
less, as these will be, the will of the employer is
their supreme law.’*

Among the witnesses examined by the freed-
men’s inquiry commission was Colonel George
H. Hanks, of the fifteenth regiment Corps
d*Afrique, member of the Board of Enrollment,
and superintendent of negro labor in the depart-
ment ot the Gulf. Colonel Hanks went to Louisi-
ana as a ieatenant in the twelfth Connecticut
volunteers, under General Butler, and was ap-
pointed superintendent of the contrabands under
General Sherman.  His testimony illustrates the
fitness of the colored peaple for freedom, and
proves the determination of theirold masters that
they shall never, by their consent, enjoy it. Thus
he says:

“ The negroes eame in searred, wounded,and some with
iron collars round their neeks, 1'set them at work onaban-
doned plantations, and on the fortifientions. At one time
we hiad six thonsand five hundred of them ; there was not -
the slightest difficulty with them. Tley are more willing
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o work, and more patient than any set:of human beings I
ever saw. Iris true therg s arFl:nera.l dislike to return to
their old masters; and those wlio have remained at home
‘mre suspicious of foul play, and feel it 10 be necessary to
run away to test their freedom.  This yearthe dislike has
very mueh lessened 5 they begin to feel themselves more
secure, and do pot hesitate to retuon for wages.  The ne-
groes willingly accept fhe condition of labor for their oun
‘saintenance, and the musket for their freedom. 1 Knew a
family of five-who were freed by the voluntary enlistment
of one of the boys.  He entered the ranks for theavowed
purpose of freeiug his family. His name was Moore ; he
was owned hy the Mesers, Ledds, Tron fountders; they re-
sided within one of the parishes excepted in the proela-
‘mation of emnneipation. He was the first man to fall at
Pascagoula, Upon swrting he said to his family <1 koow
T shall fall, but you will be free,?

A negro soldier demanded liis ehildren at my hands, T
wanted to testhis affeetion. Tsaid © they had agondhome.?
He said,  Lieutenant, I wanttosendmy children to school s
my wifz is npot allowed to see them 3 [ am in your service;
I wear military elothes; I have been in three battles; 1
was in the assaglt at Port Hudson; T want my children ;
they are my flesh and Dlood.?

Again:

“The eolored people manifest the greatest anxiety to
educate theirchildren, and they thoronghly appreciate the
‘benefits of edueation. T have Known a family to go with
two medls 4 day dn order to. save fifly cents a week-to pay
an Indifferent teacher for their children.’?

After having spent nearly two years in daily
intercourse with the planters in the department
of the Gulf, Colonel Hanks, in his sworn testi-
mony, says:

4 Althongh they begin to see that dlavery s dead, yet the
splrit of slavery still lives among them, Many of them are
BVEn more rampant to enslave the negro than ever before.
They make great endeavors to recover what they call their
own negraes.  Oue planter offered me $5,000 o return his
pegroes. They have even liired men 1o steal them from
my own camp. (The old spirit still prompting 1o the old
erime, which long ago was deelared telony by the law of
nationg, if perpetrated in Afrien.)” . * *

& They yield to the idea of freedom only under eompulsion. |

They submit to the terms dictated by the Government he-
eause obliged =0 to do. Mr. V. B. Marmillon, one of the
richest and mostextensive sngar planters in the whole val-
ley of the Missizsippi, took the oath of allegiance, but re-
fused to work his own plantation unléss hie conld have his
own negroes returned to him. He had fourteen hundred and
fifty acres of cane under cultivation ; his whole family of
plantation hanids left him and came to New Orleans, report-
ing themeelvesto me,  Among them eauld be found every
epecies of mechanic and artisan, ° 1 called them ap and in-
formed them that the Government had taken possession of
old master’s erop, and that they were needed to take it off,
and would be paid'for their labor, All comsented to'return ;
butnext morning when the thoe came for their depariure,
notone would go. One of thém said, ¢ Lwillgo anywhere
else to work, but you may shoor me before I will return to
the old plantation.® T afterwards ascertained that Marmil-
lon, whom they ealled ¢ Old Cotton Beard,? had boasted in
the presenee of two'colored girls, house servants, how he
would serve them when he once more had themn in his
power. . These girls had walked more than thirty miles ju
the night tobring this information to thelr friends.”

Colonel Hanks adds:

1t is undoubtedly true that this year a change for the
better seems to be taking place. In some parishes the
letting of plantations to northern men has a powerful ef-
feet.  1'he dispesition of the pi however, towarid
their old slaves, when they consent to hire them, is by no
means friendly, 1 told a planter recently that it was the
express order of General Banks that the pegroes should be
educated. He replied that ‘ no one should teach his ne-
:mes‘y n

And hefurther declares it as his deliberate judg-
ment that— i

“TF ¢ivil government be established here and military
ruie withdrawn, there is the greatest danger that the negro
© would become subject to some form of serfdom,

Mr. Commissioner McKaye, in his invaluable

mphlet, to which I have already referred, con-

s the general correctness of the views of

Colonel Hanks, and says they were concurred

in by many other intelligent persons familiar

with the subject, and that his own personal ob-
servation fully confirms them. He says:

# Ina streteh of three hundred miles up and down the
Mississippi, but one ereole planter was found (there may,
of course, have been others with whom 1 did not come in
cnnlnell who heartily and unreservedly adopted the idea
of free labor, and lonestly carried it dut upon his planta-
tion.  And although he declared that, in ftself, it was suc-
cessful much beyoud his expectation, yet, he said, * my life
and that of my Bmily are readered very unhappy by the
opposition and contumely of my neighbors.?

# The simple truth is, thatthe virus of slavery, the lust
of ownershipyin the hearts of these old masters, is as vir-
ulent and active to-day as it ever was, Many of thein ad-
it that the old form of slavery is for the present broken up.
They donot hesitate even to express the opinion that the
experiment of secession is a failorey hut they scoff atthe
ddeaof freedomn for the negro, and repeat the olil argument
ol hls ineapaeity to take eare of himself, or to entertain any
Trigher motive for exertion than that of the whip. 'They
await with impaticnee the withdtawal of the military au-
thorities, and the reésmblishment of the eivil power of the
State, to be controlled and used as litherno for the main-
tenance of what to them doubtless appears the paramount
oliject ofall eivil authority, of the Stale itself, some form of
the slavesystem.

“ With slight modification, the language uzed recently by
Judge Humplirey in n speceldelivercdat a Union meeting
at Huntsville, Alnbama, seems most aptly to express the
hopes and purposes of alarge proportion of the old masters
in ‘the valley of the Mississippi who linve consented to
qualify their Joyalty to the Union by taking the oath pre-
seribed by the President’s | ion of y. After
advizing that Alabama shonld al once relurn to the Union
by simply ¥ ing the ordi o ion, ind after ex-
pressing the opinion that the old institution of slavery was
gone, Jodge Humphrey says, 1 believe, fn vase of afeturn
to the Union, we would receive palitical coiperation, soas
to secure the management of that labor by thoze who were
slayes, There is really no difference, in my opinion, whether
we hold them as absolute slavesor obtain t?fenr taboy by some
other method. Ofcourse we prefer the old method. Dut
that question ismot now before us.? #?

To the same effect was the testimony of the late
Brigadier General James 8. Wadsworth, whose
officiul tour through the valley of the Mississippi
gave him ample means of ‘arriving at an intelli-
gent judgment:

“There is one thing that must be taken Into account,
and that is, that there will exist & very strong disposition
among the masters to eontrol theze peaple and keep them
a5 asubordinate and d class. Undoaltedly they
intond to dothat. I think the tendeney o establish 4 sys-
tem of serfifom 15 the great danger 1o be guarded sgainst.
Tialked with a planter in the La Fourehe distciet, near
Tibndouville ; he said be was not in favorof secesslon’;
he avowed his hope and expectation that sTavery would be
restored there in some formy, [ safd, *I7 we went away
‘and left these people now do you suppose yon eonld reduce
them again 1o slavery 22 Helaughed o scorn the fdea that
they could not, ¢ What® said I, * these men who have had
arms in their hands?’ ¢ Yes,® he said: ¢ we should take
the' arms away from them, of course.” > ’

While we confront these facts, let me, Mr.
Speaker, ask of you and the House whether we
shall'best eonsult our country’s welfare by giving
to the laboring people of the South the ballot by
which they may protect themselves, and inspiring
them with the hopes and disciplining them Ly
the duties of citizenship, or by predetermining that
ours shall be a military Government, and thatthe
first-born son of every northern household shall be
liable to pass his life in the Army, maintained to
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protectthe aristocratic South against the maddened
and degraded laborers whom she oppresses. Itis
we who are to decide this question; we who are
to determine who shall select delegates to the con-
ventions that are to frame the future constitutions
of the insurgent States; we whoareto say whether
the constitutions which they will submit to us
when asking readmission are republican in form,
asrequired by the terms of the Constitution of the
United States; and if we fail here, to our timid-
ity, arcogance, prejudice, or pride of color will
be justly attributable the conversion of our pedce-
ful country into a military Power, and our demoe-
racy into an aristocracy.  *‘ We cannot escape
history.”” :

This is not mere idle fancy. Let us for a mo-
ment suppose, not what is alone within the range
of %oasllnlily, but what is within the scope of
probability; nay, what is almost certain to hap-
pen—that the two hundred and ninety-one thou-
sand pardoned rebels of South Carolina should
demand from their Legislatare an act reducingto
apprenticeship, serfdom, or other form of slavery,
tire four hundred and twelve thousand colored peo-
ple of the State, or that they deny them all polit-
1cal rights, tax them without their consent, legis-
late, not for their welfare, but for their degradation
and oppression. Cemposing this unrepresented
mass would be those who have passed through
General Saxton’sschools andlearned to read, those
who by toil have earned the means to purchase
atsales for taxes, or under the confiscation laws,
a home and land; and others searred and war-
worn in the military or naval service of the coun-
try, who would hurry to and fro, rallying their
friends to resist the outrage, and maintain their
right to life, liberty, and property. Here would
be the beginning of civil war; war in which we
who believe in the doctrine of man’s rights, that
Governmentsare instituted to protect those rights,
mat_theg rest on the consent of the governed, and
should be overthrown when th(?v infringe those
rights, would bid the insurzents God-speed. Ah!
this we might do as men, as individuals; but as
citizens of the United States what would be our
duty and how must our power be exercised? The
minority, though vested with political power,
feaving the superior force of the majority, would,
in the nage of the State, appeal to us; and, re-
pugnant as the duty might be, we would owe it

to the sacred compromises of the Constitution tos

yield our pride, our conscience, our fidelity to
God and man, and become again the protectors
of slavery or the pliant instraments for reducing
the majority of the people of the State into sub-
jeetion to thearrogantaristocracy of South Caro-

lina.  In God’s name let us, while we can, avert
such a possibility. Let us conquer our preju-
dices, 1 us prove that we are worthy of the

heritage bequeathed usby our revolutionary sires.
Letus show the world that, inheriting the spirit
of aur forefathers, we regard liberty as a right so
universal and a blessing so grand that, while we
are ready to surrender our all rather than yield
it, we will guaranty it at whatever cost to the
poorest child that breathes the air of our country.

But we owe a provision of this kind to another
class of citizens than that of which I have been

speaki There are other loyal men than these
in the South. Andrew Johnson, Horace May-
nard, William H. Wisener, sr., John W, Bowen,

W. G. Brownlow, though not alone in their loy-
alty, represent but a minority of the white peo-
sle of Tennessee; and Thomas J. Durant, and

anjamin F. Flanders, and Rufus Waples, and
Alfred Jervis have had thousands of adherents
and coworkers among the whites of Louisiana;
but they, too, are but & minority of the white peo-
ple of that State. And as our armies go on con-
quering, we may learn that even on some hillside
in South Carolina there have been men whose loy-
alty to the Union has never yiclded. How shall
thése protect themselves in the reconstructed
State?  Whatmillennial influence will induce the
envenomed spirit of the majority of the people by
whom they will be surrounded to treat them wit
loying-kindness or human justice? Who willgo
with them to the polls in their respective districts?
Where will they find an unpréjudiced judge and
animpartial jury to vindieate their innocence when
falsely accused or maintain their right to charac-
ter and property? We must remember that it is
the power and not the spirit of the rebellion we
are conquering., Time alone shall conguer this.
The grave, long yeara hence, will close over those
who to the last day of their life would, were it in
their power, overthrow the Government or re-
venge their supposed wrongs upon those who
wpided in sustaining it. The truly loyul white men
of the insurrectionary districtsneed the stpathy
and political support of all the loyal people among
whom they dwell, and unless we give it to them
we place them as abjectly at the feetof those who
are now in arms against us as we do the negro
whom their oppressors so despise. Icannot con-
ceive how the American Congress could write &
page of history that would so disgrace it in the
eyes ofall | ity as by ting to close this
war by surrendering to”the unbridied lust and
power of the conquered traitors of the South,
those who, through blood, terror, and anguish
have been our friends, true to our principles and
our welfare. ‘To purchase peace by such heart-
less meanness and so gigamic a barter of princi-
ple would be unparalleled in | in the his-
tory of mankind.

his is felt in the South., The black man al-

ready rejoices in the fact that, if we are guilty of
so great a crime as this, he will not be alone in
his suffering; it will not be his prayers or his
curses only that will penetrate the ear of an
avenging God against those who had thus been
false to all His teachings and every principle they

rofessed. I find in the New Orleans Tribune of

ccember 15, 1864, which paper, I may remark,
is the organ of the proscribed race in Louisiana,
and is owned and edited and printed daily in the
French and English language by persons of that
tace, an admirable article in response to the ques-
tion, “ Is thereany justice for the black 2’ which
was drawn forth by the acquittal of one Michael
Gleason, who had been tried for murder.

The crime was established beyond all peradven-
ture.. It was abundantly proven that the viql'rm.
Mittie Stephens, a colore .boﬁ‘,);md been quietly
sitting on the guards of the boat, watching the




20

rod with which he was fishing, that other boys
sat near him, when the defendant came behind
}mn, leaned over, and deliberately pushed him
into the water, and folding his arms on his breast
stood und suw the boy rise thrice to the surface
and then sink forever; that a eolored woman ex-
claimed, * That is not right,” and the defendant
answered, “I would do the same to you;” and
thus neither reseuing the child nor permittin
others to do it, coolly and deliberatel y committe
murder. There was no dispute as o any of the
facts of the case.’ The New Orleans Era, noti-
eing the casc, says that it establishes the theory
that **a man may, whenever he has noother way
of amusing himself, throw a negro boy overboard
from a steamboat, preventany of hisfriends from
rescuing the drowning struggler, stand quietly
looking on while he goes to the bottom to rise no
more, and be considered *not guilty® of murder
or any other crimes’’ and adds, having evidently
hoped for better things under freedom than it had
been used to in the days of slavery, *This is
almost as enlightened a verdict as we were accus-
tomed to in the palmy days of thuggery.”

‘The colored editor of the Tribune avails him-
self of ‘the case to point o moral, and well says:

SEThe trial by jury Is consldered as the safe-guard of in-
ngeenen. It has heen found that o man indicted for a
eriminal offcnge enunot be impartiaily tried and convieted,
unless by his own peers. Dt ap ex parte jury i3 the worst
of all judicinl institutions,

% The seourity afforded by the composition of a jury has
10 be of a twolvld charaeter,  The jurymen have Lo repre-
sent the community at large in all its classes and varicties
of compusition, "I'ie duty of a Jury is as well 10 vindicate
innocence mid punish eriine ns to protect the man unduly
arraigned before the Court.  Justice has to strike the cul-
Frn apd avenge the biood of the lonocent,as well as (o de-

end the accused party against undoe prejudi Why
have we no representatives In the jury?  Are our lives,
honor,; and tiberties to be Telt in the bands of men who are
lubioring under the most siubborn and narrow prejudice?
1s there mlr protection or justice for us at thelr bands? It
iz in vain that, In the present Instance, the press have so
strongly supported the right, "The wroog has been com-
pritted, aud we are potified timt there iz no redress for us,

5 Bud for every Union man in the cily the last verdict isa
m“ﬁ T the ecenl—as impaossibie as it may appear—thal
rebel vule should lemporarily be eitablished heve, we can fore-
see the fule of the friends of the Union. Then, there will be
no more juslice, no more protection for them than for the
hated negro.  Itwill be lawful fo pursue them in the stveals,
drown thom, lill them ; and no jury will be found fo convict
the murderers,  Let the Union men understand the ense,
and look to n complete reform In oor laws relating to the
formation of the jury.”?

“The fate predicted to the real friends of the
Uaion will be meted to them by the pardoned
rebels, who will if we permit it rale them in the
futureas assuredly as it would if their military

ower should again possess the city.

Still comes the question, are these more than
two fifths of the people of the insurrectionary dis-
trict fit for citizenship? Let me reply by a ques-
tion or two. Is the question of fitness put to the
foreigner by the judge who administers the oath,
the taking of which invests him with all the power
of a native-born citizen and all its promises save
one, that of the Presidency? Is the white native
of our soil who, at the close of a reckless youth,
the vietim, perhaps, of early ﬁmferty and the deg-
radation of parents, is unable to read his native
tongue, When firsthe eomes to the pollsto deposit
his ballotinterrogated as to his fitness? ' Isitonly

to the wise, the learned, the powerful that we
accord the right of suffrage? Ave therenot within
the knowledge of each one of us seores of the chil-
dren of this proscribed race who, in the conduct
of their daily affairs, in the acquisition of prop-
erty, in the tenderness and good judgment with
which they rear their families, in the generoei[g
with which they contribute to their church an
the fidelity with which they obey her high be-
hests, prove themselves infinitely better fitted
for citizenship than the denizens of the swamp,
Mackerelville, and other such recking ‘loealities,
who swelled the majority in the ity of New York
at the last election to (hirty-seven thousand ? And
shall no eulture, no patriotism, no wisdom, no tax-
paying power, secure to the native-born Ameri-
can that whicl at the end of five years we, with
so muchadvantage to our country, fling as a boon
to every foreigner who may escape from the pov-
erty and oppression nnd wrong of the Old World,
to find a hagpiel‘ home and a more promisin
future in this? The question is not whether eac
man is fitted for the most judicious performanee
of the functions of citizenship, but whether the
State is not safer when she binds all her children
to her by protecting the rights of ali and confid-
i|15 heraffairs to the arbitrament of their common
judgment.

But colored people have shown themselves
abundantly capable of selt-government. Under
oppressions exceeding in infinite_degree those
suffered by the oppressed people of Ireland—ay,
by the subjects of the Czar of Russia—they have
shown themselves capable of caring for themselves
and others. Buying the poor privilege of pro-
viding for themselves by paying to their owners
hundreds of dollars per annum, thousands of them
have maintained homes antl kept their families
together, and reared their children to suchanage
that the lordly master, wanting eash for current

urposes, has plucked the graceful daughter from
Eer home to sell her to a life of debauchery, or the
son, whose developing muscles ]:romised _sup-
port in age to his parents, to sell him to a life of
unrequited toil. Snatched from these horrors a
few thousands, some ten or twelve, have been sent
during the last forty years to the western coastof
Africa. ‘There, under the auspices of American
benevolance, they founded a republic, ind with
almost American greed for land have extended
Fthe jurisdiction of the little colony till the re-
pubf‘:c of Liberia, as I learn from the National
Almanae, now embraces twenty-three thousand

ight hundred and fifty-nine square miles. And
fhe people have assimilated from among the hea-
thensamong whom they were settled men,women,
and children, until their flag proteets and their
jurisdiction regulates four hundred and twenty-
two thousand, mostof whom,taughtin the gchools
of the colony, lind their enduring hopes in. the

old King James Bible, which they are able to
tend. But for our jealous contempt of the race,
the flag of that African republic, so extensive has
her commerce already become, would be familinr
in all 'our leading poris. Ourarrogance hashith-
erto excluded it; and by reason of our arrogance
we pay tribute to our haughty commercial rival
and treacherous friend Great Britain, by purchas-
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roducts

epul gladly
exchange direetly with us for those of our more
temperate region.

Tit by culture and experience they may not be;
but let us regard the characteristies of our eivil-
izationand see whether the future should, by rea-
son of this fact, be made Jiable to such moment-
ous consequences as would be involved in error
on this point. The abundant proof is before us
of their cagerness and ability 1o acquire informa-
tion. Weare equally able to provide them with
the means of culture; and happily, the good peo-
ple of the Nopth, carrying the frame of the sehool-
house and the church inthe rear of each of our
advaneing armies, have shiown themselves prompt
to provide them with the means of instruction—
to %‘i\re to each and every onclof them the keysto
all knowledge in the Mmastery of the English lan-
guage, the artof writing,and the elementary rules
of arithmetie, =~

Though the gentleman from New York [Mr.
Burooks] insisis that history is but repeating it-
self, | tell iim that ours is a new age,nnd ask him
to be kind enovgh to let me know who invented
Hoe's “last fast printing-press’® in the age in
which it first existed , und by whose steam-engi

ing at second-hand from herthe tropical
\ir'Eibh the rcpubms of Liberia '\)t"ouls

ine
it was propelled, and whether he edited the 1Ex-
press that fell in myriad thousands from its revolv-
ing forms?  Tle limits of what former America
did the magnetietelegraph traverse, making man,
even the humblest, well-nigh omnipresent within
its limits? In what antique oge and country,
broad us ours, was distance reduced asitis by the
locomotive engine in thisg?  From amongthe hid-
den treasures of what buried city, or from the
printed pages of what lost nation, did John Erics-
son steal the subtle thoughts with which he has
Llessed the world and whiel we eredit to him as
inventions? In what era, will the gentleman tell
me, did a nation convert by the stroke of a pen
and the act of occupancy its landless and desti-
tute people into independent farmers and pillars
of the State by a homestead law such as that by
which we offer estates to the emigrant and the
freedman? If history be but repeating herself,
will the gentleman point me to the original of the
American Missionary Society, and show me from
experience what influence its labors are to have
upon those whom we have hitherto doomed to the
darknessof ignorance? Wihencedid the fountlers
of the American and other Tract Societiesborrdw
the iléa of their great enterprise? From what'|
age or what clime comes our common school sys-
terz? And what chapter of human himory#d
they reénact who founded the American Sundiy
School Union? Will the gentleman draw from
his historic stores a gketch of the influence (hat
ibstitution alone is to have in developing and
traifing the intellect and regulating the life of the
freedmen and the ** poor white trash,” now that
rebellion has openetr the way to the teacher, the
dailyf]om-nn[, and the printed volume to theifice-
sides?  [n what ample depository did its ancient |
prototype conceal the stereotype plates for mi
than a thousand books that it so cheaply pub-

lished, imparting many of them in the simplest
gentences,and ofhersin those of Bunyan, Milton,

Heber, Cowper—the poets, preachers, philoso-
phers, historians of all Christian countrics—the
thought and knowledge time lias garnered ?

No, Mr. Speaker, history is not repeating it-
self. We are unfolding a new page in national
life. The past has gone forever. ‘T'here is no
abiding present; it flies while we name it; and,
as it flies, it is our duty to provide for the thick-
coming future; and with such agencies as I have
thus rapidly alluded to, we need not fear that even
the existing generation of freedmen will not prove
themselves abundantly able to tuke care of them-
selves and maintain the power and dignity of the
States of which we shall make them citizens,

We are toshape the future. We cannot escape
the daty, And * conciliation, compromise, and
concession’’ are not the methods we are to use.
These, alas! have been abundantly tried, and their
result has been agitation, strife, war, and desola-
tion. No man has the right to compromise jus-
tige; it is immutable; and He whose lnw it is
never failg to avenge its compromise or vialation,
Ours is not the work of construction, it is that of
reconstroction; not that of ereation, but of regen-
eration; and, as I have shown, the principle of the
life we are to shapeglares on us, lighting our path-
way, from every page of history written by our.
revolutionary fathers. Would we see the issue
of * compromise, concession, and conciliation 2"
Sir, we behold itin the blazing home, the charred
roof-tree, the desolate hearthside, the surging tide
of fratricidal war, and the green mounds beneath
which sleep half a million of the bravest and best
loved of our men.

South Carolina, representingslavery, demanded
the insertion of the word * white’ in the funda-
mental articles ¢f our Government. Our fathers
resisted the demand; and, as 1 have suggested,
had their sons continued to do so, slavery had
long since been hemmed in as by a wall of five;
its true character would have been kuown among
men, for then would the freedom of diseussion
not have been assailed, and men been legally pun-
ished by fine and imprisonment, and lawlessly by
scourging and death, for spenking of its horrors.
And by rvesisting this demand, as [ have shown,
man was nceorded his right in the Territories till
1812.. Then our fathers yiclded,nnd without tra-
cing the rapid retrograde career which ensued,
we find the results of conceding and compromis-,
ing principle in the attenipt to abundon justice as
established by the fathers, and settle a Territory
under the conflicting theories of Cass and Doug-
lag, and of Calhaun and Jeflésson Davis—the two.
former striving Lo establish slavery under plirases
full of professed devotion to freedom; the latter
proclaiming boldly, lhrnufh the lips of Robert
l'oombs, that ¢ Congress has no power to limit,
restrain, or in any manner to impair slavery;
but, on the contrary, it is bound to protect and
maintain it in the States where it exists and
whereverits flag floats and its jurisdiction is para-
mount.’” (Boston Address, January, 1856.)

‘We can trace the influence of compromise and
concession again in its effects upon the constitu~
tion of States. Behold the colored and white voters
minglig_gfemeably atthe polisin North Caroli
Manyland, Tennessee, and other slave States, an
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run the downward career until, at the dictation of
South Carolina and slavery, you find States which
have become free by constitutional amendment
and others which never tolerated slavery yielding
to their demand to insert the word * white’ in
their constitutions, and so ereating a proseribed
olass in their midst; others even denying a dwell-
ing place upon His fuotstool within their limits to
the children of God whose skins were not colored
like their own; and finally ‘Arkansas writing a
chapter of history which redeems Draco’s name
from the bad pre€minence it had so long borne.
Triumphant wrong is ever aggressive, has ever
been, will ever be. Look back also apon our
churches, practically ignoring for half a century
the existence of nearly four million people who
were held in contempt of every one of the beati-
tudes, and compelled to live in"violation of every
clause of the decalogue, and whose existence
made the utterance of the Lord’s prayer seem, to
foreigners who comprehended the wrongs of sla-
very, like a hideous mockery as it dropped from
American lips.

And these results, be it remembered, did but
express the influence which aristocratic and dic-
tatorial South Carolina, whose spirit now pos-
sessed the entire South, had, through compromise,
coneession, and coneiliation, produced upon the
mind and heart and conscience of the American
people.  Let me illustrate this by one striking

example. While yet Missouri was a Territory '

—seven years, however, after the South had been
made imperious by her triumphi in inserting the
word *f white? in the territorial law for Missouri,
and while she, was busy fashioning that great
State north of the Ohio line into the future home
for slavery—the abolition of the institution was
being agitated in Maryland as well as in ‘Tennes-
see. ?ﬂr”otwithswndin rthe recent triumphs of sla-
very it was still possible for & man to oppose the
spread of the institution, point out its atrocities,
and favor its abolition, and yet look for prefer-
ment and honor at the hands of his fellow-eiti-
zens; and when Jacob Gruber, a Methodist cler-
gyman, was indicted by the Frederick county
court, of Maryland, on the charge of * attem pt=
ing to excite insubordination and insurrection
among slaves,” Roger B. Taney stepped forth to
defend him, and in the course”of his argument
used the following language:

£ Mr. Gruber did guote the Inuzuage of our great aet of
national independenee, and Insisted on the principles eon-
tained fn that venerated instroment. e did rebuke those
masters who, In the éxercise of power, are deaf to the
calls of humanity s unid he warned them of the evils they
might bring themselves, ke did speak with abhorrence of,
those reptiles who live by trading in liwman flesh, and en-
rich themselves by tearing the husband from the wile, the
infant from the bosom of the wotlers and this T am in-
strueted wasithe bead and front of his offending..  Shall [
content myself with saying he had aright w say this? that
tiere is no law to punish him? 80 far s he from beingthe
abject of punishment fn any form of pmceedi‘n%'s, that we
ave prepared to maintain the same principles, and to use, if
necessary, the seme danguage leve in the temple of justice,
and in the presenee of those whao nte the minisiers of the
law. A hard ity, indeed, compels us 1o endure the
evilsof slavery fov a fimel 1t was fmposed upon ws by
another nation while we were yot In o state of edlonia)
vassalnge, 1t cannor be easily or«uddonly removed. Yot
while it continnes, it is a blof on our national thuragr and
every real lover of freedom confidently hopes that iFwiII

be effectually, though It must be gradually, wipad away,
and earnestly looks for the means by Which this necessary
object; may be attained, And ungil it shall be aceom-
| plished, uatil the time shall come when we can point
without a blush to the language held in the Deelaration.of
Independence, every friend of humanity will seek 1o lighten
the gulling eliain of slavery, and better 1o the atmost of
his power the wretehed eoudition of the slave.  Steh was
Mr. Gruber’s objeet in that part of his sermon of which 1
am now speaking, Those who have complained of him
and reproaclied bm will not find it easy to answer him,
unless complaints, reproaches, and persecution shall be
considered an answer.??

But under the influence of the doctrine of ** con-
ciliation, coneession, and compromise,’ the au-
thor of this language soon learned that for an
ambitious man these brave and good words were
folly and madness. Pure in his persoal life,
beautiful in the relations that charactorized his
family and his sociel circle; his history will never

be forgotten; his name will ever head the list of

¢ ermined knaves.”  Thirty-eight years after the
Gruber case, in the chief temple of justice of our
country, inthe presence of her ministers, of whom
he was himself the chief, when speaking of the
free colored men of New Englind and those of
their race throughout the country, he declared,
in violation of all truth, that—

“The legisiation and histories of the times, and the Jan-
guage ueed in the Declaration of Independence, show tint
neither the class of persons who bad been [mported as
slaves nor their deseendants, whether they Liad beeome
free or not, were then acknowledged as o part of the peo-
ple, nor intended to be included in the general words used
in that memorable instrument,

I Is diffienlt at this day to realize the state of publie
opiuion in relation to that unfortunate race wlhich pre-
vailed in the civiiized and enlightened portions of the world,
at'the time of the Deelaratioh of ludependence, and when
the' Constitution of the United Sites was frumed and
adopted.  But the public history of every European nation
dizplays it in a_manner too plain to be mistaken.

‘' Tivey had for more thin a centary before been remarded
as beings of an Inferior order, mud altozether unfit to nsso-
ciate with the white race, either in social or palitieal re-
Intinus 3 and so far inferior, that they had no rights which the
white mun was bound £9 respect.*?

M. Speaker, shall we in providing for the re-
construction of the Union, aceept and proclaim as
our faith the hideous dogma that four millions of
our people have **no ngﬁ:ts which the white man.
is bound torespeet,”” or,in the very hour in which
our arms are breaking the power of the rebellion,
male any concession to the spirit that evoled 1t?
South Carolina may shalke her gory locks and
bloody hands at us in impotent rage; but let usy,
not quail before her now as we have done for the
dlast half century. Through the lips of northern
““Song of Liberty*” and members of the order of
“ American Knights,”” she demands that, as a
grageful concessian, we shall comply to-day with,
the proposition our forefuthers rejected on the Z5th
of June; 1778, nnd_insert. the word white”” inthe.
fandamental law of the land; on the other hand,
the shades of our patriot fathers, humanity, the
spivic of the age, the welfare of the nation, the
hopesof the countless millions who will throng
our country, through the long ages, implore usto
listehi to the voice of justice and obey the injunc-
‘tions of the Master, who has assured us that * in-
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least:
aofthese my brethrgn, ye have done it unto me,”
Let not, I pray you, theSouth nchieve hergrand-
est triurnph in the hour of her humiliztion. Let
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not the spirit of a prostrate foe
pride and prejudice, and exult through all time
over & lasting victory. Peace is the'offspring and
handmaid of Justice, and let us in reconstructing
the Union erect a temple in which she may abide
for'ever. .

r. STILES. My, Speaker, I did not desire
to interrupt my colleague [Mr. Keriey] in the
del_iv.erg of his carefully prepared speech. It
would have marred its beauty and power. But
if I understand him correctly he stated that prior
to the adoption of the constitution of 1838, ne-

roes enjoyed the rightof aufﬁ$ in the State of

ennsylvania. My question is, whether the con-
stitution or laws of r.?mt tate gave them such a
rights and further, whether they ever did exercise
such a right; whether he does not know that by
the decision of the highest courts of that State they
were not allowed to vote there.

Mr. KELLEY. They were allowed by the
constitution to vote, and they did vote; and it
required a constitutional amendment—the inser-

tion of the word  white” in the clause regulating |

suffrage—to depfrive them of that right.

Mr. STILES. I desire to ask my colleague
farther, when afd in what portion of the State of
Pennsylvania they ever exercised that right.

Mr. KELLEY. Why, I have seen them ex-
ercise it frequently at the polls in Philadelphia,
and that, too, whether the election officers be-
longed to one party or the other.

Mr. STILES. That musthave been confined
to my colleague’s own precinet. It was never
known in the histor‘f&f‘ that State.

Mr. KELLEY. 'Theg leave to say thatit was
done throughout the State, and was In some in-
stances made the subject of litigation.

Mr, STILES. It wasneverdone exceptin one
county—the county of Bucks—so far as I know
and then only in one instance.

ractice on our | d 0
| nection, because his speech |

I desire further to ask my collezgne in thiscon-
: nded toward
universal equality, whether he is in favor of giv-
ing negroes universally the right of suffrage now.

My, KELLEY. Iam in faver of giving that
right, in the words of Jefferson; to ““ every man
win fights or pays.”’ " I stand by the doetrine of *
Thomas Jefferson, the father of the Democratie
party, in which 1 was trained.

Mr. STILES. In the event of the passage of
the amendment to the Constitution Eroposed, is
my colleague in favor of equality between the
races? And will he regard negroes as equal to
the white man?

Mr. KELLEY. I could not possibly regulate
the equality of men. I cannot make my colleague
so moral or intelligent as a man of darker com-
plexion who is more moral and more intelligent;
nor could I degrade my colleague to the level, in
morals and intelligence, of the colored man who
is less moral or less intelligent than he. My col-

| league does not, according to his theory, vole by

reason of his intelligence, butsimply by reason
of his color. I might be willing to exclude from
the privilege of voting an immoral or a voluntarily
ignorant man; but I want no senseless rule that
allows a fool or a scoundrel to vote if he be white,
and excludes o wise and an honest man if he be

lack.

Mr, STILES. Mr. Speaker, the remarkable
speech just delivered appeals to passion and not
to judgment, and is in favorof a rrinciplc that in
years hence will be regarded as the height of the
fanaticism of these days. ‘The right of negroes
to become voters, jurors,and in all respects equal
with the white man, is the favorite theory of the
times and of the party in power. The day wil
come when the men who avow such principles
will be condemned by the popular volce every-
where.
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