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MISSION

The mission of the Social Science Research Center
is to conduct research on social, economic, political,
human resource and social-environmental problems
facing the state, nation and world; to provide a
support system for the university to plan, develop,
secure funding for and conduct social research on
problems of interest to the scientific community
and to consumers of research findings; to provide a
mechanism whereby existing social science research
capabilities in the university can be matched with
funding sources; to contribute to the university’s
graduate and undergraduate program by involving
students in research projects through assistantships
and other work arrangements; and to provide a vehicle
for unique social research and public service programs
that do not fit more traditional academic structures.
The Center also recognizes as part of its mission the
importance of combining expertise and capacities

of multiple institutions, disciplines and professions
in addressing complex problems. The Center seeks
to develop perspectives and approaches that lead to
effective cooperative investigations.

The Social Science Research Center (SSRC), officially established in 1950, operates as a university-level,
multi-disciplinary research unit, organized with university-wide responsibilities under the supervision of the

vice presidents for research and graduate studies and of agriculture, forestry and veterinary medicine. The

Center offers a superior research environment with an impressive array of research opportunities and options,

state-of-the-art facilities, laboratories and support units that enhance and expand both the scope and quality of

social science research.
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American Academy of Pediatrics ®* American Trucking Association * Appalachian Regional Commission * Blue
Cross Blue Shield » Center for Mississippi Health Policy « Centers for Disease Control and Prevention * Delta
Health Alliance * Mississippi Department of Transportation® Dreyfus Health Foundation * eQ_Health Solutions °
Federal Emergency Management Agency * Flight Attendant Medical Research Institute * Foundation for the Mid
South ¢« Harvard University * Health Care Foundation of North Mississippi Medical Center * Health Resources
and Services Administration * John C. Stennis Space Center, Mississippi Research Consortium * Mississippi
Center for Bducation lnnovation » Mississippi Department of Employment Security * Mississippi Department of
Health * Mississippi Department of Human Services® Mississippi Department of Marine Resources * Mississippi
Department of Rehabilitation Services * Mississippi Governor’s Office of Highway Safety * Mississippi Health
Advocacy Program * Mississippi Health Care Association * MississippiInstitute for the Improvement of Geographic
Minority Health * Mississippi Manufacturers Association * Mississippi Physicians Care Network * Mississippi-
Alabama Sea Grant Consortium ¢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration ®* National Cancer Institute
* National Center for Intermodal Transportation * National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, United
States Department of Transportation * National Institute of Drug Abuse ®* National Institute of Mental Health
National Institutes of Health * National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration * National Science Foundation
* North Mississippi Medical Center *» Oak Ridge National Laboratory * Mississippi Department of Public Safety °
Preusser Research Group, Inc. * Risk Management Agency, United States Department of Agriculture * Southeast
Region Research Institute, Oak Ridge National Laboratory * The Annie E. Casey Foundation * The Bower
Foundation * The Camille & Henry Dreyfus Foundation * The Irving 5. CGilmore Foundation « The Phil Hardin
Foundation * The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation * United States Department of Agriculture * United States
Department of Energy * United States Department of Health and Human Services * United States Department
of Homeland Security * United States Department of Justice * University of Mississippi Medical Center °

The problems facing the world are so profoundly complex that their solution requires
the involvement of multiple professions, disciplines, organizations and indeed even
countries. Over the last 60 years, the Social Science Research Center (SSRC) has
followed this interdisciplinary principle in becoming one of the major social science
research enterprises in the nation. Each year, the Research Fellows, Scientists and
staff of the SSRC carry out more than 60 research projects combining social science
expertise with that of partners from other disciplines, universities and organizations.
The effects of this research often have great impact, touching and improving the
health, safety and security of others. The SSRC also offers a rich environment

for graduate and undergraduate students to learn about and participate directly

in significant research endeavors. We strive for innovation in our laboratories by
bringing the latest in social science research technologies to our campus. We invite
you to learn more about our center by visiting us when you are on campus, joining us
online at ssrc.msstate.edu, and following us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.
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William L. Giles Dlstlnulshcd Professor and Director
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