
University of Texas of the Permian Basin University of Texas of the Permian Basin 

FalconCommons FalconCommons 

College of Health Sciences & Human 
Performance Dissertations & Theses 

12-2004 

The Influence of Performance Success, Skill Level, and Gender on The Influence of Performance Success, Skill Level, and Gender on 

the Causal Attributions of Recreational Golfers the Causal Attributions of Recreational Golfers 

Kevin W. McHenry 

Follow this and additional works at: https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-nur 

 Part of the Applied Behavior Analysis Commons, and the Sports Sciences Commons 

https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-nur
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-nur
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-etds
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-nur?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-nur%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1235?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-nur%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/759?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-nur%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


'SynUMn* UTPS

0 00 01 033754™ 5

■n. tr I OF TEXAS OF THE PERflAlAW S3A^

5G?1

THE INFLUENCE OF PERFORMANCE SUCCESS, SKILL LEVEL.

AND GENDER ON THE CAUSAL ATTRIBUTIONS

OF RECREATIONAL GOLFERS

APPROV BY SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE:

Lois S. Hale, Ph.D.
Chair

Patricia R. Sherblom, Ph.u.

Steven J. Aicinena, Ed.D.

Graduate
Douglas F. Hale, Ph.D. 
Faculty Representative



THE INFLUENCE OF PERFORMANCE SUCCESS, SKILL LEVEL,

AND GENDER ON THE CAUSAL ATTRIBUTIONS

OF RECREATIONAL GOLFERS 

by

KEVIN W. MCHENRY

MASTER’S PROJECT

Presented to the Faculty of Kinesiology

in partial Fulfillment

of Requirements

for the Degree of

MASTER OF SCIENCE

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS OF THE PERMIAN BASIN

December 2004



Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of performance success, 

skill level, and gender on the causal attributions made by recreational golfers. Skill 

level was determined by handicap, and performance success was the golfer’s 

estimation of whether the particular round of golf was successful or unsuccessful. It 

was hypothesized that the causal attributions that recreational golfers made would 

be more internal, stable, and personally controllable after a successful performance 

than after an unsuccessful performance. Male and female golfers (N=101), from age 

19 to 73, with an average age of 39, playing recreationally completed the Causal 

Dimension Scale-ll after completing a nine or eighteen hole round. Two-way 

analyses of variance (gender by performance success) revealed that attributions 

made for successful performances were perceived as significantly more personally 

controllable than unsuccessful performances regardless of gender. Male golfers 

attributed their performance to less externally controllable reasons than females 

regardless of performance success. The stability of attributions made depended 

upon both gender and performance success. Male attributions for successful 

performance were significantly more stable than male attributions for unsuccessful 

performance, and female attributions for unsuccessful performance were significantly 

more stable than male attributions for unsuccessful performance. Males with medium 

handicaps made attributions that were more internal than those with high handicaps 

and also attributed their performance to factors less controllable by others than did 

either the high or low handicap groups.
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