
University of Texas of the Permian Basin University of Texas of the Permian Basin 

FalconCommons FalconCommons 

College of Arts & Sciences Dissertations & Theses 

8-1979 

The Effects of Fixed-Ratio and Fixed-Interval Schedules of The Effects of Fixed-Ratio and Fixed-Interval Schedules of 

Reinforcement on Generalization Gradients Reinforcement on Generalization Gradients 

Christy L. Sutton 
University of Texas Permian Basin 

Follow this and additional works at: https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-cas 

 Part of the Applied Behavior Analysis Commons, and the Behavior and Behavior Mechanisms 

Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Sutton, Christy L., "The Effects of Fixed-Ratio and Fixed-Interval Schedules of Reinforcement on 
Generalization Gradients" (1979). College of Arts & Sciences. 55. 
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-cas/55 

This Research Project Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Dissertations & Theses at 
FalconCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion in College of Arts & Sciences by an authorized administrator 
of FalconCommons. For more information, please contact pappas_j@utpb.edu. 

https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-cas
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-etds
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-cas?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-cas%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1235?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-cas%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/963?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-cas%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/963?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-cas%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://falconcommons.utpb.edu/utpb-cas/55?utm_source=falconcommons.utpb.edu%2Futpb-cas%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:pappas_j@utpb.edu


THE EFFECTS OF FIXED-RATIO AND FIXED-INTERVAL 
SCHEDULES OF REINFORCEMENT ON 

GENERALIZATION GRADIENTS

APPROVED BY SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE:



THE UNiVBI^TY OF TSXAS OF THE PB^N BASIN

THE EFFECTS OF FIXED-RATIO AND FIXED-INTERVAL 

SCHEDULES OF REINFORCEMENT ON 

GENERALIZATION GRADIENTS

0
6F

by

CHRISTY L. SUTTON

RESEARCH PROJECT REPORT

Presented to the Faculty of Behavioral Sciences 

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin 

in Partial Fulfillment 

for the Degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS OF THE PERMIAN BASIN 

August 1979

,IIX Permian Basin Library



Abstract

Christy L. Sutton

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects 

of fixed-ratio and fixed-interval schedules of reinforcement on 

generalization gradients. The subjects were four female rats from 

the Fischer strain. All subjects v/ere conditioned in the presence 

of a 2000 hz tone to press the bar for reinforcement. Each subject 

was then trained to one of the following-schedules of reinforcement: 

FR-5, FR-30, FI-5, or FI-30. After maintenance on this terminal 

schedule for three days the subjects were tested for generaliza­

tion. The generalization test consisted of variations in the fre­

quency of the original S^. Response rate was recorded and gra­

dients of both absolute and relative generalization were plotted. 

While the FR schedules produced the highest response rates, the 

subjects trained on the FR-5 schedule of reinforcement exhibited 

the most generalization.

4


	The Effects of Fixed-Ratio and Fixed-Interval Schedules of Reinforcement on Generalization Gradients
	Recommended Citation

	Scanned using Book ScanCenter 5033

