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Although Poe was a social introvert, he knew and was connected to other early American 

Romantic writers, including Herman Melville. Examining first editions of works by both authors 

in the Bentley Rare Book Museum at Kennesaw State University, I discovered a common link 

between them – the publisher and literary critic Evert Duyckinck. In this presentation, I will use 

evidence from the first editions and the Poe & Melville Archives at the New York Public Library 

to investigate the nature of the relationship between Poe, Duyckinck and Melville. I found that 

Duyckinck was Melville’s close friend, however, he was Poe’s critic and was extremely harsh on 

him. First editions can tell us a great deal about the circumstances of publication and are an 

important resource for scholarship. 

 
 
 


