
This research will examine the relationships among generalized anxiety, social anxiety, and fear of mass 

shootings, particularly for members of minority and low socioeconomic status (SES) groups. Previous 

research has examined the various types of mass public shootings and which ones receive more media 

attention. Previous research has also examined potential causes of mass shootings, ways to prevent them, 

and areas where mass shootings are common. There is little research on different types of anxiety 

(generalized and social) and how those correlate to fear of mass shootings, especially for minority groups 

in college. To examine this relationship, we will administer an online questionnaire with demographic 

questions, questions that examine generalized and social anxiety levels, and questions on fears of mass 

shootings on campus and off campus. We hypothesize that stronger correlations among generalized 

anxiety, social anxiety, and fear of mass shootings will emerge amongst participants who belong to 

minority groups rather than majority groups. Through this research we hope to find trends in anxiety 

levels amongst these student groups and use the findings to implement effective intervention programs at 

KSU. The purpose of this study is ultimately to ease anxiety levels among all students, especially those of 

minority status.  


