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PREFACE

The purpose of this paper 1s to present
the several aspects of thn Galdwell Calhoun's
1ife that could have caused him to change, 1if he
did change, from his intensely patrioslic attivude
of nationallism %o an equally zealous sectlionalilsi
who was accused of leading nis state and later the
entire south into open rebellion against the nation
he had hitherto so vehemently defended.

In viewing recent events it is difficult
if not 1mpossible to obtain the proper perspective.
The impingement of protective tariff was poasibly
oven more detrimental to the South in the early
part of the nineteenth century thahnthe taxes im-
posed by England upon the ¢colonies had baen 1n
the lagbter part of the eighthenth century.
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Why John C. Calhoun Switched From Natlonalism To Seetionalism

In recent years quite & number of writers have
glven confllcting verslons of John C, Calhoun's apparent
change from an ardent natlionalist to a sectionallst who
advocated that cause with equal fervor. In fact, asome
wrilters interpret his actions in such a manner as to de=
clare that essentially his politisal viewpolnts changed
very little, if at all.

Margaret Colt descrlbes him by saying that,

" Basically Calhoun was at once a nationalist and a
sectionalist from the beglnning to the end of his career.
In 1815 he represented a majority; by 1833 those who
thought as he did were in the minority which explains
where the difference 1a;y.N !

Charles M, Wiltso theorizes that Calhoun was
first a nationalist, then a sectlonalist, but, through-
out his entire life, he always loved the Unilon. He fur-
ther describes hls later years in this manner:

Calhoun had become by 1840 a man with one fixed

1desa about whish all elde revolved. Ye would
save the Union 1f he could, but first of all he

1
Margaret L. Colt, John C., Calhoun: Amerlcam Portrait,
( Boston: Houghton MIITIIn Compeny, 1950), D 104.
Hereilnafter cited as Colt, Calhoun: American Portrait,




would save the Jouth.... He arrived at the

States Right position slowly and paln-

fully over a long period of time, but he

was there to stay for there and only there

could his prophetic vlsion see safety for

the South he loved, or for the Unlon which

he loved equally well," 2

Willism E. Dodd mekes thils statement: " He
( Calhoun ) was & nationalist when South Carolina ade-
hered to the same view} he became & partlcularlst when
South Carolinaf{s interests were oendangered; he was al-
ways 8 pro=-slavery man because both his state and his
3
section were pro=-slavery."
William Melge, thought to be one of Calhoun's

best early biographers, felt that hls ochange was a
gradual process possibly beginning bach in the early
1820's, He believed that Calhoun regretted hls stand
on the Missouri Compromise, even though he was only
moderate in hils views on the subjJect. Pollticel as-
pirations kept him from expressing hils feelings. Ac-

cording to Mr, Meigs in March 1823, Calhoun wrote,

2
Charles M. Wiltse, John C. Calhoun Sectionalist,
( Indlenapolis: Bobbs Werrill Company, l1Uol) p. 22,
Hereinafter cited as Wiltse, Calhoun Sectionalist.

3
Williem E. Dodd, Statesmen of the 0ld South, .,
( New York: The McMillen Company, iv<6), p£i5le
Hereinafter cited as Dodd, Statesmen.
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" T stand on the groat republiocan cause free allke
trom the charges of federalism and radicalism."

Froderick Jackson Turner felt that Calhoun's
whole oareer showed & desire to use a aectional‘balance
of power by welding the South and the Wast together.

He also describes him in this manner:

By far the greatest Southern statesman was
Calhoun, Fate might have made him & national
statesman, and, indeed, at the offset of his
political 1life that seemed to be hla destiny.
But the hot blood of South Carolina, so ex-
clusively devoted to slavery and the cotton
interest that she occuphed the exposed position
in the contest, compelled Calhoun, at the price
of hls continued career to represent, first,
the interest of South Carolina, and then thoso
of the South as 8 whole, in opposition to the
rest of the country. 5

iungust 0, Spain seems to be more in agreement

with Meligs in his assumptlon that

While participating in the broils of practloal
politics, ho observed the movement of the main
stream resulting cumulatively from the meeting

of the small currents. He saw clearly the funda-
mental conflict of economic linterest between

the North and the South, which Madlson had feared
earlier and which John Quincy Adams had afflrmed
in his own time. Following the Missourl Compromise
of 1820, Calhoun began to suspect antipathy to
slavery was to be made the cement for an alllance
of the North and West hostlle to the South. To
meet the danger, it was not sufficlent to employ

4
W1lliem M. Meigs, The ILife of John C, Calhoun, I,
( New York: G.D.Stechert end Company, 19256), P. 296.
Herelnafter cited as Melgs, Life.

5
Frederick Jackson Turner, The United States, 1830=-1850

{( New York: Henry Holt and Company, 19555)pp. 187188,
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the tactlcse of ordinary warfare, Calhoun set
himself to the task of finding adequate means
off self-protectlon for the South as a minorlty
in the federal Unlon. 6

Wllliam Trent portrays him as:

The young Calhoun, then, was a Union man and
a patriotic one. He claimed that he never
ceased to be and in a certain sense hls cleim
was true. But he gradually agsumed the dreadful
"positlon of a mother who slowly poisons her
child, thinking to save 1lts life; now he was
like a mother feeding her first-born., His
sincerity and honesty are no less apparent
first than last; although it 1is, perhaps,
admiasible to think that a deslre to oppose

the dominant Virginian school was to account

in part for the rather lavish way in which

the representatives of a proud and rising but
gtill unimportant state gave hls support to

the old idea., 7

James Truslow adams advances the theory that
the change in Calhoun was abrupt. He mentloned the
changes in such prominent men in state affairs as Judge
William smith, Henry L. Pinclkney, Thomas Cooper, and
George McDuffie, who had nothing to lose from their firm
stand with South Carolina since their netlonal ambitlons

would he futile. He seemed to think that the " Tariff

of abominations", so unpleasant to South Carolina,which

6

August 0, Spaln, The Political Theory of John C. Calhoun,
( New York: Bookman Associates, 10901), D. 204

7
William P. Trent, Southern Statesmen of the 01d Reglme,
( New Yorlk: Thomas Y, Growell and Company, 1B897),Pe 161-162,




passed in 1828 caused Calhoun, along with Webster, to

reverse his positlion. In comparing the changes of that

period he had this to aver:

The most marked change, however, was that of
John C. Calhoun who was now to evolve and fix
the form of the Carolina doctrine of States
Rights. 80 completely and suddenly did he shift
from the oplnions which he had been expressing
in Congress that in the Life of himself which
he wrote anonymously he completely suppressed
all referances to them. It 1s mnatural that a
man should change some of hls opinions as he
becomes older and more experlenced. Perpetual
consistency 1s a sign of stubborn lack of think-
ing rether than intellectual virtue. It 1is im-
posslble to reach down and grasp the motives of
moat men, far less & polltican who has been
atung by the deslre for the Presldenc¥....
Calhoun saw that 1f he dild not joln the radical
wing of his party and remaln a power in his
State, he could never remaln one in the nation
and become Presldent, B

8

Jemes Truslow Adams, America's Tragedy, (New York:
Cherles Seribner and Sons, 1938), pp. 104-105,
Hereinafter cited as Adams, Amerlca's Tragedy,
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Chapter Two

A look into his background reveals that John
C. Calhoun grew up in an enviromment of stern Calvinlstie
falth which placed an indelible stamp upon his future
career.g This 18 clearly portrayed in a letter during the
declining yeers of hls 11fe which was wrltten to hils
daughter Anns Marla Clemson dated March 7, 1848, He wrote
her that, " Life 1s a struggle against evil, the reward
18 in the struggle more than in victory 1tself." 10

In another incldent the story 1s told of an 1ll-
mammored traveler who refused to participate in famlly
devotions. Galhoun ordered a servant to, " Saddle the
man's horse and let him go." llTo him there should be
no compromise with moral standards.
| Before he was flve years old he would sit at hls
father's flreside and listen intently hour after hour to

his tales of oppression 1n chtland and Ireland, of his

9
Colt, Calhoun: American Portrait, pp. l-2.
See also Gerald M. Capers, John C. Calhoun- Opportunlst,
( Gainsville: University of Florida Fress, 1960 )
pp. 7-8, Herolnafter clted as Capers, Calhoun- Oppertunist,

10
Je Franklin Jameson, ed.,, 1n the Annual Report of
the American Historlcal Assocletlon for 1899, II,
pPp. 744-=745,

11
Mary Boykin Chesnut, A Dlary From Dixle,
( New York: Houghtoﬁ MITTIT% Company, 1905), p. 16e




battles in the Revolutlonary War, of Indian attacks
on the frontier, one in which hils grandmother lost
her 1life in 1760, and of Tory atrocities. It 1s easy
to understand that after these revelations of sufferings
and herolsm that he would develop some threads of biltter-
ness intermingled with his more amiable nature, 12
Calhoun's paternal grandparents were poor im-
migrants only a half century befofe the amerlcan Rev-
olution, When he wasg very young hilg family owned only
a few slaves, g0 he was no stranger to the difficult
tesk of farm life on the frontler, yet, he waa not
quite fourteen when his father dled after having be-
come a relatively prosperous farmer., Only one other
man in that district was oredited with as many as
thirty-one slaves which the 1780 census recorded hlm
as having.l3
Christopher Hollis asserted that " his mind had

been stamped into its pattern of life before it was

12 Colt, Celhoun: American Portrait, pp.2-3. 3ee also
Capers, Calhoun-Opportunist.pp. 4-5
. ._}S‘-\ [t

13
Wills of South Carolina, I, 37, in south tarolina
Iibrary, University of South Caroline, Columbia



touched with education., John learned to reason be-

fore he could read, and lived in his intellect be-
cause he had no library," léHe was attending the school
of his brother-in-law, the Reverend Moses Waddel, when
the news of his fatherts death reached him. The grief
caunsed by the death of hls father and sister and the . -
lonlineas‘caused by the frequent absences of his
brother-in-law, who was also an itinerant preacher,

led the young boy to become extremely interested in

the books found in the library of his brother-in-lgw.
He read extensively in such volumses as Robertaon's

15
Charles V, and Voltalre's Charles XII,

A thread of inconsistencies 1n the tralts which

he inherited from his father can be easlly traced. He fell

heir to a wilde range of prejudicdes. Probably the most

outstanding was his father's pre judicles against aristo-

crats, and yet, when he chose to marry he selected a

bride who was among the truest of " blue~bloods ", His

14
Christopher Hollis, The American Herg%z,
( London: Sheed and Werd, 1Y3I), P. 0.

15
Coit, Calhoun: Amerlcan Portrait,pp. 6~7. See also
Capersa, Calhoun= @ppor%unisﬁ, P. 6.




father distrusted lawyers and inadvertantly handed
this distruat down to his son, who spent a large share
of the Calhoun estate after his father's death in train-
ing to bhecome & lawyer.’No one 1s able to predict how
successful he might have become 1if the threats of war
haed not Intervened and steered hls course toward politics.16

Hé: was projudiced against the eastern sectlon
of his Btate; the son later conspired against the north-
ern section of his country. He also inherited the pure
Jeffersonian doctrine from his father which " He carried
++e before him 1like & flag throughout his life; it was
buriled with him in his grave. It was a ploneer's dream
of America."

Colt further states that"the primary legacy was
a sturdy-fibered, independent mind unwilling to accept
anyone's opinion but his own, arrived at by tortuous

18
self=-analysis and mental agitation.

16 ‘
Dodd, Statesmen, p.96. See also Capers, CalhounwOpportunist
Pp. 5,11,

17
Coit, Calhoun: american Portralt,: pp. 5«6

18
Ibid,.
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" His father had some characterlstics that did
not seem to dominate the mind of the younger Calhoun
in the early part of his 1life but appeared later 1In
vory posltive forms. Hls father was a loyal South
Carolinian and strongly denounced the Constitutlon
because he felt that no other people should have the
right to tex hils native state. In the beginning of
his career the son was an advocate of stronger powers
for the federal government such as the proteoctive
teriff and internal Improvements; and he had held
moderate views on the Mlssourl Compromlse which, 1n
his later years he deeply regretted. Also 1in the
latter part of his 1life, he was able to accept hils
father's opinion that, " the best government was that
which allowed the individual the most liberty." 1

Marthe Caldwell was responsible for her son's
Huguenot descendency which was synonymous with Southern
arlistocracy. Thus hls Irish looks, Scotch mind and his
French love of freedom made him acceptable to the hlgh-

ost classes of soclety 1In hls state. Hls mother was also

19
Anonymous, Life of John C, Calhoun,
( New York: Harpers, 1843 J, De Do
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given credit for having teught him reverence for God
and how to deal justly with his fellowmen. She was a
patient apdience when he wanted to expound upon his
knowledge. This experience was a valuable asset in
helping him to become an accomplished conversation-
alist., When the citizenry of the neighborhood begen
discussing Johnts love for learning and his potential'
abilities, it wga his mother who called in the two

older sons in the summer of 1800 to dlscuss the pos~

8ibilities for hils fubture education. 20

Calhdun would not accept the decision of hia
brothers to further enrich his educatlonal background
unless they would agree to his ultimatum, Firat,it was
to be agroeeable with his mother that the older boys
should ldave their businesses in Augusta and Charlas-
ton and come home and manage the plantation. Secondy. .
they were to supply funds to complete his edudation in
the best school in the United States. The brothers ac=-
cepted his terms and for the socond time he entered
the academy of his brother-in-law 1n preparation for

2l
his entrance into Yale,

20
Colt, Calhoun: American Portrailt, pp. 7,13. See also

¢aper, Calhoun-Opportunist, pp, 8-9,

21
Ibid., p.l3,
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Calhoun entered Yale in 1802 with one of the
largest classes in 1ts hiatory. His brilliance oxceed-
ed that of the other sixty-five members of hia class.
He became a leader in Phl Beta Kappa which not only
required high scholastic ratings, but also, was con=
gidered to be the elite in soclal fraternities.22
Iiterary socletles clamored for hia signatures
on their rolls. Calhoun 1s belleved to have been the
only student that did not belong to elther the ' Linonia!
or the ! Brothers in Unity', Both socleties claimed
_that he had joined thaelr socletles forcing him to make
8 statement that he was not a‘member.23
Margaret Colt very aptly desoribes hls 1life
at Yale:
He would neither absorﬁ Yale or le$ himself
be absorbed. He would not join the Moral
Society. He would not join the Church of
Christ, He would nob even profess Chrilstion=-
1tyl...His heresles were not held agalnst i~

him.,..But his friends were compolled to
accept him on his own terms. 24

22 .
Ibid. $ PP 23'24 L)

23
Ibid., p. 25,

24 Ibid., pPP.. 27-2Be
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Calhoun was greatly impressed by Timothy
Dwight, the President of Yale, but he was never
afraid to discuss his viewpoints wifh him, Dwight
was & bitter opponent of Thomas Jefferson. Much to
the consternetion of his fellow clessmates Calhoun
spent almost one whole class period defending the
Joffersonian theory of government. Dwight had nothing
but asdmiration for the logioal.abilities of the young
frontieraman and went so far as %o prediect that he
might someday occupy thr office of President of the
United States. These words became a driving force in
his politéeal ambitiona.25

After graduating from Iale, Calhoun entered
Iitchilekd Iaw School in 1805.26At thut time the
citizens of Litochfield, Connecthicut, were sure that
the Republic was ready to orumble and fall,and]they
were standing by to pick up the pleces and bulld & new
Federalist form of govermment. The activitlies in the
law school were dominated by Federalist customs, but

the daring Calhoun refused to conform. He flatly re-

25
Ibid,., p. 29.

28
Ibid., p. 36.
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fused to attend churchj;although, he was religlous.
Religion to him was a perscnal matter. He readily
admitted that he gained Mmowledge from the town

moetings while he saw paupers and debtors belng
27
sold while Negroes were being sold to the South.

His oratorlcal ablilitles exceeded that of hia clasa-
mates while he was at Litehfield, but the principles
that he learned there seemed to have the greatest

influence upon him.

The startling fact is that every prin-
¢ciple of secession or states! rights

which Calhoun ever volced can be traced
right back to the thinking of intellectual
New England in the early eighteen hundreds.
Not the South, not slavery, but Yale
College and Litchfleld Law School made
Calhoun a nullifier. In the 1little clasa-
room, Reeves at white heat and Gould with
cold logiec argued the ' right' of aseceaslion
as the only refuge for minoritles. 28

27
Ipid., p.40.

=8
Ibid.a, pp. 40"410
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Chapter Throe

Calhoun entered politics at a crucial period
in Amerilcan Yistory. Thomas Jefferson was just ending
his second torm as president. Some feaistance had heon
bullt up in New Lngland, such as the Essex Junto from
Massachusetts and the " River Gods" from Connectiocut,
but the main troubles were built around the French
and Britlsh sea power. It might seem ironical to say
that Calhoun's political career began and ended in the
form of a tragedy. He had jJust opened his law office
in Abbeville, South'Carolinqain the spring of 1907,
when the United States frigate, theuchesapeake“was
tired upon by the British Man-of-War, the Leopard,
sausing intense anger on the part of the American
people, particularly, the South and the West.zg
Calhoun evidently shared that same Indignation for
on June 22, 180% the people of Abbevlille asked him
to draw up resolutions protesting the event. He pre=
pared his speech carefully, dressed hlmself metloculous-

30
- ly, and gave hls oratlon zealously.

29 _
gapers, Galhoun-Opportunist, p.22, See also
0liver P. Chitwood and Frank L. Owsley, A Short Hilstory
of the Amerlcan People,( New York: D, Van Nostrand
Compeny, Inc. L955), pp. 339, 343,

30
Golt, CalhouniAmerlcan Portralt, p.46. -
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In 1810 he won the sympathy of the whole South
on a platform of deflance to England and was elected
to the United States Congress by an overwheluing

najority over his antl-war Federallst opponent, General
3%
John A, Blwmore. He becamo consplclously assoclated

with the " War Hawks", a group of young newcomers from
tho West and the South, which included Henry Clay of
Kentucky, Fellx Grundy of Tennessee, and from South
Carolina along wilth Calhoun, came Langdon Cheves and
William Lowndes. Clay appointed him to the Gommittee

on Forelgn Relations shortly after his arrival in
o2
Washington. While serving on this commlttee, Calhoun

was given the opportunity to make his first natlonal

apeeoh-

I know of only one principle to make a nation
great, to produce in this country not the form
but the real splrit of the union, and that 1s to
protoct every citizen in the lawful pursuit of
his bualness. He will then feel that he 1s back-
ed by his government; that its arm is his amm;...
Protection and patriotism are reciprocal....The
honor of a nation is its 1life. Deliberately to

~abandon 1t, 1s to commit an act of political
suicide. 33

oy,

31

Capers, Calhoun-Opportunist, p.24.

32
Ibdd., . 29,

33 Worksmof_John”CMmCalhoun, ed. Richard K. Cralle
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Madison did not feel that the country was ready
for war and made a concerted offort to stall the pro-
ceedings, but with the inslstence of the "War Hawks"
and Clay's intimation that his renomination for President
was dependent upon 1t, he reluctantly asked Congress to
declare war on four grounds: " impressment, violation of
the three-milg limit, paper=blockades, and the Orders
in Counecil.” zéThe House voted to declare war by a vote
of seventy-nine to forty-nine, while a closer vote of
nineteen to thir#een prevalled in the Senate. War was
declared on June 18 the very day that the British
Parliament had revoked the Orders in Council, Calhoun
worked so enthusiastically in the followlng sesslons
of Congress that Alexander J. Dallas of Pennsgylvania
pointed him out as the " young Herculew who carried
the war on his shoulders."asThe Treaty of Ghent ended
the war with very few accomplishments on elther aslde.
Both sides were ready to end the war with "peace with-

out victory." The Battle of New Orleans, which wag

54
Samuel Ellot Morlson and Henry Steele Commager,
The Growth of the American Republic, ( New York:
0xford University Press,l951), P.415. Herelnafter cited
as Morison and Commager, Growth of American Republic.

35
Dictionary of American Blography, ( New York:
C, S0ribner's Sons, l1929),I1Ll, p.412,
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fought after the war had ended, was instrumental in
helping Andrew Jackson in his later political aspirations
to become President of the United States.36

' Calhoun assumed the role of an independent thinker
and sctor in 1816 when hoe placed nationaldsm before
gsectionalism and even South Carolina when he supported
the bill to railse the Congressmen's pay from " six
dollars a day to an annual salary of fifteen hundred
a year," 37He also advocated a protective tariff as a
protection against foreign rivalry and the revenue
derived from 1t could be used to defray the expenses
of internal improvements to integrate the sections 1nto
a more perfect Union. His intentions were to asaliat the
South in wooing the West as an ally so they could have
a decided balance of power over New England and possibly
prevent another occurrence of the Hartford Convention.,
" It was at that time that Calhoun's genius as a leader
of men and a politiecal philosophersgf the greateost impert-

ance becams known to the country." (In the meantime Sputh

36

Morison and Commager, History of the american Republic, p.42.
a7

Coit, Calhoun:American Portrait, p. 117.
38

Dodd, Statesmen, pp. 107-108,

39
Ibid,, p. 106,
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Caroliana was rebelling aegainst both his action on

the tariff and the increased salary of Congress,

He could not afford to rescind his vote, and, in

some manner, South Carolina re-elscted him to his seat
in the Housa.400n January 31, 1816,Calhoun delivered

a apeech to the House of Representatives declaring his
stand on internal improvements. " Let us make great
permanent roads; not like the Romans, with views of
subjeocting and ruling provinces, but for more honor-
able purposes of defence, and of connecting more
closely the interests of vafious sections of this great
country." “

He made another spesch on April 6, 1816, in
which he defended the New Tariff Bill, His carefully
prepared argument was that it would enable the United
States to become industrially independent from Europe
and make & cemented alliance between the sections,
Although he was at that time an ardent nationalist, he
did not realize that, as a result of his actions per-

taining to his philoaophy, that South Carolina would

blame her chenge from one of the most predominant to

40
Coit, Calhoun: American Portrait, p.1l18.

41
Robert L. Meriweather, The Papers of John C, Calhoun,
( Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,l0b9) pP.326,
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to a poverty=-stricken state. He had unwittingly assumed
that South Carolina would share in reaping the benefdts
from his untiring labors. Thers were two main faotors
that he 414 not take 1npo consideration, First, the
Incompetence of managers and lack of capltal in the
South in regard to cotton manufaoturlng and, sscond,
the inability of the New England manufacturers to con-
trol slave laborera. While the South was sufferéng from
the excesslvely high prices, New England was growing
richer as a result of the protective tariff., It 1s
interesting to note that South Caroline's revolution
from nationalism to states' rights took'place during
the perlod between 1820 and 1830.42

The new states and the Milddle States had been the
chief supporters in passing the hill of 1816, The South
opposed 1t by a majority of thirty-six to ten. Calho;n
and Lowndes were successful in influencing only two
Representatives from South Carolina to vots fﬁr the bill.
Two did not vote and three were openly opposed to the bill.43

By 1820 the manufacturers were clamoring for continued

and increased protectlon, while the farmers, malnly from

42
Morison and Commager, Growth of the American Republic, P.475,

43

Meigs, Life, I, pp. 188-189,
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the South, were vehemently opposing it. When the new
measure was introduced into the House of Representatives,
it passed by a vote of ninety-one to eighty=three. The
Senate, however, rejected the bill by a narrow margin of
thanty-tWO against and twenty-one for. The sections were
definitely formed. The South could be counted as vigorous-~
1y opposing it; the Middle States and the Weat were 1ts
most ardent supporters, while New England was almost
evenly divided.44
Calhoun was not Monroe's first selsotion as
Searetary of War in 1817, He wanted to fill his
. cabinet with representatives from each of the sections,
He offered the position to Henry Clay, who declined the
offer hecause he was so disappointed over the fact that
he was not offered the position as Secretary of State.
Shelby refused because of his age and Jackson had also
given hints that he would refuse%5ﬂfter he was choseny
Calhoun wasted no time in laying his plans before Congress.

Hia first taslk was to create a hoard of officers to assist

in the improvement of discipline in the Army . Fate seems

44 : -
Charlea 8. Sydnor, The Development of Southern
Sectlonalism, 1819-1848, ( Baton Rouge: Loulsiana
state University Press, 1948), V, pp. 140, 144,
Herelnafter clted as Sydnor, Development of Southern
Sectionalism,

( 45

” Arthur Styron, The Cast-Iron Man,( New York: Longmans
Green and Company, 1930),D.90. Herelnafter cited as
Styron, Cast-Iron Nan.
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to have played an unfalr trick upoﬁ him, for because of
his position in the War Department, 1t became his duty
to pass judgment on Andrew Jackson's actions 1n chasing
the Indlans out of Georgla where he Inadvertantly marched
into Florida which was Spanish territory, Calhoun, eager
to enforce his new policies, recommended that Jackson be
-reprimended by the government, even though his action
had resulted in the ultimate acquisition of Florida.
He had not been forced to publicize his feelings, but
in the peak of his political ambitions, 1t was artfully
used against him in widening theirift between him and
Jackaon.46

The Missouri Yerritory presented & petition to
be admitted to statehood on November 16, 1818, An agreo-
mont on acceptance had not been reached before ad journ-
ment of that session of Congress. James Talmadge,Jr.
brought the slavery question into American politics by
his proposed amendment that forbade the " further
introduction of slaves into the territory," and that,
all childreﬁ born after the State's admlssion would be

- 47
freec at the age of twenty-five,"
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By March of 1820 the new members of Congress
had increased the pro-slavery ranks, but they were
still not strong enough to pass the bill without a
compromlse. As Seocretary of War Calhoun was not forced
to debate the lssue. Adams deemed it a morsl question
and asked Congress to " leglslate outright against
slavery without compromise.” %eThe Southern Congress=-
men refused to doebate the morality of slavery and = -
drew.up their battle lines on the question of the
Constitutionality of restricting the conditions upon
which a state might enter the Union.4gThose W?o favored
the Tallmmadge amendment began reading implied:. powera
into the Comnstitution, while the opposing factions
adhered to the strict conatrustion policy and the rights
of the statesa. The New England Federalisth who for the
past two decades had been leaning toward the states rights
theory, did an about face and developed nationalistic
tondenciesThe South had drifted into tho states right

50
fold.
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Monroe called his cabinet in to dilscuss the
issues at hand, All of the members seemed to agree
that it was In the power of the Constitution to re=-
strict slavery in a territory, but there was some
question as to whether this would apply to the states
that might be formed, Calhoun had a ready answer. le
agreed with Monroe ln the bellef that there was no
express authdrity in the Constitution, but that the
implled powers were adequate. o1 Since thls furnished
a way out of the dilemma , the entlre cabinet voted
that the Conmpromise be accepted. Calhoun did@ not real-
ize that this moderate stand would be deeply regretted
in the intervening years of hils liﬂe.52

The South became extremely self=-conscidus of the
growing trend toward natiomalism and began charting its
course in the direction of sectionaliam.530alhoun tried
to calm the turmoil and assuage the South by objectlng

to Monroe'!s seoond ilnaugral speech that expressed a desire

to increase the protective tariff. He could clearly
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sge that his chances of becoming presldent 1in the future
was dependent upon a closer relationship between the
northern and southern parties and his alliance with strong
nationalistic theories.s4

The " Era of Good Feeling" had left the country
wilth only ono political party.55Previously men had been
nominated eithor by a party caucus, the state leglslatures,
or 1n public demonstrations by the citizens. Now for the
first time there was an open fleld., #s & result, six men
from the ruling party becamo sandidates for the Presidency.
Henry Clay came from Kentucky, but was & Virginlan by
birth. Andrew Jaokson halled from Tennessee, but was a
native South Carolinian, William H. Crawford came from
Georgla. John C. Calhoun was from South Carolins, DeWltt
Clinton withdrew, leaving John Qulncy Adams from Mass-
achusctts as the only candidate from the North. Adams
was confident that he would carry both New England and

New York, which would give him seventy-three electoral

votes, while the eighty-clght Southern votes would be
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: 56
divided hetween the four men from the South,

Adems, Calhoun, and Clay were equally confident
that thelr platform would be BuOOOSSfUIoSVThB newge
papers began their scurrilous attacks, Clay was assalled
because of his loose morals." Calhoun was dubbed as the
" Army Candidate" with " loose principles.” Andrew Jackson
had numerous shortcomings, such as havibg been an athlest,
a8 toper, an adulterer, and even a murderer, John Q. Adams
had many indescretlons both public and private. He was
even charged with having " walked barefooted to church,"
Crawford was described along with Calhoun as " two fam=
ished wolves grappling for the carcass of a sheep." Tho
We.shington Republican supported Calhoun, but bitterly
opposed Crawford. His activities during the War of 1812
were questloned, but even more viclous were the accusations
of the mishendling of federal funds while he was Secret-
ary of the Treasury. The House of Hepresentatives invest-

igated and brought six more charges of misconduct againat
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Crawford. Even though no statistles were provided the
impact had 1ts desired effect on Crawford's popularity.59
Calhoun counted heavlily on Pennsylvania for his
endorsement since he had so strongly advocated the pro-
tective tariff, but Pennsylvanls apparently adopted the
policy of "wait and see'". Monroe could notv teake & positive
stand for Calhoun, but he found it very convenient to
carry him along on hils officlal visit along the Atlantic
const, With the pomp and royalty expemted of the occaslon,
" the elite of Richmond met the War hawk of 1812.60
Pennsylvenia had walted and thought they had
seen the handwriting on the wall, At the Phliladelphia
Convention in 1624 George M. Dallas supported Andrew
Jackson, The odds hung so heavlly agalnst Calhoun that
he withdrew and gracefully accepted the nomination for

. N
- |’/,)f/'f t

Vice- President.,For the first time his Presidential
ambitions were thwarted.sl

Quite a few of the o0ld treditlions were broken
by Jackson's nomination, First and probably the most
glaring was the faot that he was not a statesman, He
was eubject to sudden fits of anger. His chief source

of recognltion was the fact thet he was a military hero,

50 1 ‘
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60
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Another oddlty about hils nominatlon was the fact that
he was nominated by the Federallsts in Harrlsburg,
Pennaylvenle, only one month before the Demoorats
nominated him at the same place in March of 1824.62

Crawford had reached the bresaking point with
Monroe in 1822 because he had refused to endorse him.
In September,1823,Crawford, while on a vacetion, took
an overdose of calomel and had a stroke. Although he
was very 11l hils press following gave out reports that
he was recovering rapldly. His rugged determinatlon
caused him to demand to be carried down the streeta @
bolstered by plllows to let the people know that he was
still a candidate for the Presidency.es

The Crawford followers declded to move rapldly
by calling a "Congressional Caucus" to put him in the
forefront. On the whole the eall went unheeded. Only
sixty~slx of his frlends ambled in and went through the
motion of nominating him for FPreslident and Albert
Gallatin for Vicoe=Presldent., He recelved sixty-four

of the seventy-eight votes, two by proxy, but it was

e
Schurz, Life of Clay, I, p.2c4.

63
J.BE.D. Shipp, Glant Days: The lLife and Tlmes of
Willdam H, Crawford, ( Americus Georgia: Americus
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g far ory from the total two hundred and sixteen votesn.
That ended the caucus system of nominations.64

adam's qualifications ran high, sside from the
fact that he was New Englend's favorite son and the only
available Northern candidate, he had anspétleSB private
life and an innate abllity as a statesman which answer-
ed the traditional requirements. He seemed to hawe the
feeling that he would be dolng the country a favor by
becoming its 3reaident.65 ‘

In the beginning Clay made no promises or bar~
gaina, His campalgn conslsted mainly of writing letters
to his friends urging them to glve him their support.
Eproneous reports were gilven out that Cleay had with-
drawn and glven his aupport to Adams.66

Jackson was the 1dol of the vast majorlty of
the people., He won ninety-nine electoral votes, Adams
won elghtye-four, Crawford won forty-one leaving Clay

with only thirty-seven. Since none of the candidates

won a clear me jorlty the House of Representatives had
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to make the cholce between the three which had recelved

the hilghest number of VOtes.stackson’s supporters resort-
ed to trickery when they found that Clay was leaning to-
w&rd Adams, only to have thelr ruse ! boomerang " shortly
before the election 1ln the House. Cléy gave full support

to Adams who recelved the majorilty of the votes. Calhoun
had been almost unenimously elected to the Vice»Presidancy.Gs
He cared 1little for the positidn except as a stepping

stone to hlg future political destiny. Now he had a declslon
to make - Should he go along with Adems, or would hls
political destiny be safer with Jackson? He was also faced
with the difficult task of leading the New Englanders to
belleve that he had supported adems and the Westerners

that he had glven Jackson hils support.ngia political
enemies 1ln South Carolina had a chance to punish him for
being so natlonalistic. 4 great majority of the South
Carolinians were veady to disown him because of the stand

he had taken in supporting the bank, tariff and internal
tmprovements. In 1825 the South Carolina Legislature met

and adopbed anti-bank, anti-intermnal improvement, and

70
anti-tariff resolutions.
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Around 1827 it 1s belleved that Martin Van
Buren formed an alliance with Jackson and artfully
placed Calhoun 1in a delicéte position, The manufacturers
had asked Congress to glve further protection to woolens.,
England had shipped more raw wool to the United States
and sold it at a low margin of pfofit. Daniel Webster
presented the bill in the House of Representatives
whore 1t passed by a narrow margin of elé?én votes.
In the Senats a tie vote resulted. as Vice- President,
Calhoun had an alternative. He could vote for the bill
a nd retaln his popularlty as a natlionallat, or he could
vote agalnst the blll and prevent further hostilltles
in South Carolina. He chbse to redeem himself in South
Carolina, Therefore, he cast the decidlng vote to defeat
the tariff bill; Van Buren had succeeded in forcing him
to commit himself wlth South Carolina, who was now pro=-
clalming her atand on states! rights.VIHowevar, he still
retalined his popularity in Pemnsylvanla, and was col-
sldered a natlonalist in that area because he dld not

72
renounce hils bellsfs on Internal improvements,
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Chapter Four

Crawford was too 11l to offer any serious threat
in polltics 1in 1828, but, consequently, he devoted all
of his onergles toward preventing Calhoun from becoming
ViceuPreaidént. In the winter of 1827-1828 a letter
written by Monree on September 9, 1818 ,was stolen from
Galhount's files by asome of Crawford's followers. Monroe
nad openly blamed the Florida upheaval directly upon
Spain for beling so lax about the Treaty of 1795, and even
though, he { Monroe) had tried to protect Jackson for
hilg actions he secretly did not approve. They were able
to gather from the contents of the letter that Calhoun
had ﬁot approved, VaThis was qulte a blow to Jackson
since he had been one of the staunchest supporters in
his defenae.74After some blekering the conflict was
seemingly appeased because Jackson's supporters were
afraid that he would ndt be elected without the assist-
ance of the Calhoun faction. Calhoun and Jackson ran
on the same ticket, Van Buren had already reallzed

that Jackson was the man to beat, but the radical forses

were not going to be able to beat him, therefore, slince
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he could not bheat him he would Join him, He care-
fully 1laid out his scheme to take Jackson's party
into his fold, however, there were sharp econcmic
deviations. ?pe South bitterly opposed the protect-
ive tarifffggékson had taken Calhoun into his fold to
induce the South to assume that he favored tax reforms.75
Pennaylvania and New York had supported Jackson which
had far reaching effects in helping him recelve about
fifty—four‘per cent of the total popular vote. 7genn-
sylyania very strongly favored the protective tariff.77
It 13 boelieved that Calhoun and Van Buren collaborated
in revising a ©bill introduced by the Adams forces which
would incremse the taxes and possibly make Jackson take
a stand on the tariff. They proposed & revislon so re-
pulaive that they thought ﬁew England that the New Eng-
landers would vote against it. However, when the billi
was presented, snough amendments had been added that

the New Englanders accepted the revisions as better than

78
nothing and tha " Tariff of Abominations" became a law.
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South Carolina threatened to revolt. Thé port
at Charleston was going to refuse to pay customs.
Calhoun was desperate. He knew that 1f South Carolina
resisted it would be highly possible that the country
would be split and thereby his chances of becoming
Pregsident would be an absolute impossibility. At this
point, Calhoun showed ewidonce that he had found aome
imperfections in the Constitution. He went along
with Jackson and Van Buren in the campaign. To recon-
cile South Carolina 1t is believed that, in July,1828,
he began the famous "South CarolinalExposition and
Protest! but chose to keep his ldentity within a small
group of polltical friends.vgﬂis chilef aim in writing
the "Ekposition" was to prove that the Comstitution did
not give Congresa the power to glve the protection to
one section that worked such a hardshlp on another
section.eoﬂe contended that the states became unlted
by a compact between the states, The Constitution
wags merely the terma of the compact and 1t divided :the

81
powers between the states and the central government.
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In the election of 1828 Jackson received 178
electoral votes while Adams won clghty=-three. He carried
every Southern state exocept Maryland who divided her
votes glving six to Adams and five to Jackson, Calhoun
fared almost as well as Jackson recelving 171 electoral
vbtes.saﬂftar a somowhat tumultuous lnmauguration and
reception Jacltaon began the task of selecting his cabinet.
0f ocourse, hls close friend, Martin Van Buren would be~
come his Secretary of State, John H. Eaton, another close
asgoclate, would become the Secretary of War and William
T. Barry of Kentucky was chosen as Postmaaster General,

The others were, or later became, staunch Calhoun follow=
erB.BSShortly after the new administration began, the two
factions, which were labeled as Van Burents and Calhoun's,
drifted farther apart.84Jackson's followers in the cabinet,
along with a few of his Western frlends,seemed to be his
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advisors and were designated as the " Kitchen Cabinet",
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Calhoun could now clearly see that he had played
a vital role in the election of a man with a ' .narrow
conceptlion of democracy" and that " the time had come
to unlte not only South Carolina but the whole South
ore 1ts polltical power, hased on a dwindling population,
should wene, against the progress of a system that must
eventually strangle lts economic structure."e6

Jackson had supported Georgla 1in 1827 in the

Cherokee Indlan affalr agalnst the ruling of the Supreme
Court. This action had led the South to assums that he
fovered: gstates' rights, thus, they had given him thelr

: 8 .
support in the preceding election. They had fervently

hoped that ho would work toward a reduction in the tariff,

In 1829 the nullificatlon controversy was raging
in the Senate. The South was ardently woolng the West in
order to maintain a more favorable balance of power over
the North and reduce the unwanted tariff measures.'The
North was also courting the West with Clay's land dlg-
tributlion measure. The sectlonal balance of power was
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dependent upon party formation of the future.
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Calhoun could now loglcally reagson that the
"explicit understanding" he hed had with Jackson that
he { Jackson) would step down from his offilce and give
his support to Calhoun in 1832 was rapldly waning in
favor of Van Buren, but the rift ocould have been sur-
mounted if Van Buron had not used the Eaton affair to
rub .salt into the wounds. On the eve of Jackson's
inauguration Secretary Eaton and Mrs. Margarot 0'Heal
" Timberlake were married and attended the inaugural ball
only to be snubbed byi:Mrs. Calhoun and the othoer wives
| of the cabinet moembers. ggrs. Eaton was the widowed
daughter of a Washington tavern kooeper, whose morals
did not appear to be above reproach, When Jackson
learned that she had not been accepted, he called
Calhoun in and asked him to see that Mrs. Calhoun
‘returned a previous vislit made by Mrs. Eaton. He
not only refused, but he also advised Jackson not to
approach her on the subject., When Jackson did not
heed the Vice~Presldent's warning, he was subtly
introduced to an old Calhoun family tradition of be~
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ing shown to the door by a servant,
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The Democrats customarily celebrated Jefferson's
birthday on April thirteenth, an occasion in which they
usually expresged thelr opinions with teoasts, In 1830
the nullifiers, who were reaponsible for arranging the
program, declded that thils would be an appropriate time
to force Jackson to reveal hils beliefs about tapriff and
nullification, and 1f possible, induce his support.giists
of the toasts were placed on éach plate, The Pennsylvania
delegation saw the lists and dep&rtedggeoause " three=
fourths of the toasts were favorable to state-rights." >
Van Buren had carefully assisted Jaclktson in the preparation
of hils toast, but they were so secretive about the contents
that only one other person 1s reported to have known -
what it contalned., At the elaborate feast tenslon bullt
up, All of the attention was centered upon Jackson and
Calhoun. Toastmaster Roane made his toast: " The
Prosident of the United States." %

Looking squarely at Calhoun, Jackson replied:

96
" our Federal Union: it must be preserved."
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Calhoun responded, " The Union - néxt to our
Liberty most dear. May we all remember that it can be
preserved oﬁly by respecting the rights of States and
distributing equalliy the benefilt and the burthen of the
Unfl.on."'gi7 98

Definitely this was an open break. Jackson had
alllied himself with the nuliifiers and against the
nullifiers. Calhoun had allowed himself to become a
champoin of states! rights. Colt compares the two in

thies manner:

Alike the two men assuredly were., They
were allke in thelr blood and bearing,
thelr reveroence for women and children,
their love of home and land; the very
intensilty with which they felt and thought.
And thelr likencesses made them mortal
enemies. They felt exactly the same way
about entirely different things. Thelr
patriotism - as each saw patriotism -
and theilr adherence to principle regard-
less of personal consequences, brought
them into headlong conflict. And neither
could admit defeat, 99

Calhoun later resigned as Vice-President and
became a Senator from South Carolina filling the plece
of Robert Y., Hayne,who had been selected as Governor

of South Carolina, In his position in the Senate

T e
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Calhoun hoped to 1nduce South Carolina to delay the
ordinances of nullification untll a satisfactory ad-
Justment ocould be made. If this would not be possible,
then he would use all the powera at his command 1
defending nullification.loo

Governor Haynes'rinaugumal address pro¢lailmed
the soverelgn rights of the states and threatened to
use military repulsion agalnst the Federal Government
in cése it tried to make South Carolina pay the excoss=-
ive tarliff demanded by the new law. Jackson soent General
Winfleld Scott acurrying to Charleston a few days later,
and clearly and loudly proclaimed to South Carolina thet
the doctrine of nullification waa nuli and void. South
Cerolina began preparing to defend herselfoIOI

Jackson's ire was about to reach the boiling . .
polnt, yet, in March, 1833, Congreas passed a hill
which lowered the tarlff and also a billl which would give
him the authority to force South Carolina to pay tariff.
One of the bills gave South Carolina some degree cf
guccess, while the other led Jackson to feel that he had
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" By 1832 the sectlonal issues had divided the
nation into three politlcal parties. Jackson and Van
Buren were the cholces of the Democratic Party, and,
in spite of, the Force B1lll, Jackson's opposition to
the bank, and the spolls system, Jackson came out
victorious wlth 219 electoral votes. The Natlonal
Republicana, later changed to Whlgs, selected Henry
Clay as thelr candidate. Tho platform was malnly Antle
Jackson. Clay wasg able to muster only forty-nlne
electoral votes., The Amtlmasonic party chose William
Wirt, but Vermont was the only atate 1t cgrried. The
malin accomplishment of the party was of taking votes 7»
from Clay and origlnating the natlonal nominating

103
convention. South Carollnats vote went to John Floyd

104
of Virginla,

During the South Carolina nmullification
controversy, Alabama, Georgla, and Mlsslssippl were
also having difflculties wlth the Federal government,
but they refused to accoept the nullification theory.lo5
The Nulliflcetlon Ordinance, having falled to gain the

needed support, was wlthdrawn. At thls polnt, 1f the
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slavery quostion had not again raised its ugly head, it
1s highly probable that Southern sectionalism would
have waned and lived only as history in the thoughts of
the American poople.lo6

During the remaining years of Calhoun'a l1life
he participated in various and sundry activities. He
remained in the Senate and made a eoncerted effort to
instill the 8tates Right princlples in the Democratic
party.loge flirted with the Whlgs, but he could not i v
forget that he was a Jeffersonian Democrat%oge wlelded
a strong power in South Carolina and, in general, over
the entire South. " If South Carolina sneezed when
Calhoun took snuff 1t was because he always seemed to
know the perclse moment when a sneeze would clear the
head.lo9

Calhoun never ceasoed to worry about the welfare
of the Unlon for on the very last day of his 1ife he is
raported to have made this remerk to his son, " If I had
my health and strength to devote one hour to my country

in the Senate I could do more than in my whole 1life." 110
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Conclusion

There seema to have been several factors which
caused Calhoun's swltch from nationallsn to sectionallism.
The candidate has attempted to list them in chronologicel
steps.

First, his Calvinistic attitude of stern represslon
and struggle clung to him all of his l1life. He had great
reverence for the Blble and often used 1t in arguments
concerning slavery. He had grown up with slavery as a
vital part of his enviromment.

Calhoun had married an aristocratic woman who
refused to recognize a former barmald as her equal, thus
assisting in causing her husband's highest aspirations
that of becoming president, to crumble and fall,

Calhoun entered politics at & tlme of high
nationalistic feelings preceding the War of 1812,

Even his beloved South Carolina did not change her
nationalistic views until the early 1820's, He was
only a few years behind, |

Martin Van Buren, "the little maglcian,
had contrlived to place himéelf in a positlion on
several occasione, to capitallze and further widen
the rift between Calhoun and Jackson &t a time when
the alliance with Jackson was so dependent upon his

future nomination for Presldent.,
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1
Charles M. Wiltse declares the following:

The fact that Galhoun wrote the "Exposition

and the Protest" proves that a great change

was coming over him., en years earlier he was
working to push the Féedersl govermnment into

new and broader fields of legislation and con-
trol; now he was penning a trenchant analysis
of the unhappy results of expanding Federal pv
power and of loose constitutional construction.
While it 1s significant that he changed, perhaps
it ls mdde significant that he had teken so long
to change.... Perhaps his mind worked slowly for
all of its logical skill; perhaps he had a persistant
faith in the essentisl goodness and unselfishness
of mankind; perhaps his ambitions for high
national office confused his thinking; or perhaps
his conversion came earlier than he was willing
to publish.

1

Charles S. Sydnor, The Déf@iopment of Southern
Sectionalism, p. 190
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