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Introduction

“... protulique fines Illyrici ad ripam fluminis Danuvi” — “... and I extended the bor-
ders of Illyricum to the shores of the river Danube”: These words, quoted from the
report of the deeds of the first Roman emperor Augustus published soon after his death
in AD 14, are the first explicit expression of the expansion of Roman rule from the
Adriatic coast, the Aegean and Black Seas to the southern and western banks of the
Danube. From that time on South-Eastern Europe became a permanent part of the Em-
pire ruled by the Roman people (imperium populi Romani).

Roman occupation in this region started with the establishment of the provinces of
Ilyricum and Moesia. Illyricum was soon divided into Pannonia and Dalmatia, and
several decades later Pannonia and Moesia in turn were split into an upper and lower
part (superior and inferior). In addition, Thrace was annexed, and at the beginning of
the 2™ century AD Dacia was finally conquered as the only Roman territory situated
beyond the river Danube later to be transformed into a tripartite province (¢res Daciae).

In the earlier, i.e. Hellenistic and Late Republican, periods the Danube and Balkan
area had merely formed a backyard of Italy in the west and of the Greek polis-centred
world in the east, but in the course of the 1% and 2™ centuries AD it developed into the
backbone of the Imperium Romanum. Thanks to its military and human resources, the
region made a vital contribution to the survival of the Empire at the time of the 3™
century crisis. One of the results of this comprehensive process was the transformation
of the former periphery of the Danube into a core area of the Empire. During the 3™
century AD a new imperial elite evolved from the military class of the Danube and
Balkan provinces. This elite not only inherited but renewed Rome’s ideology and re-
shaped its ruling mechanisms. Two of the most prominent representatives of this social
group are Diocletian and Constantine. From this perspective, the Danube and Balkan
area may be regarded as a key region for a deeper understanding of several fundamental
processes which shaped Roman imperial history: first the implementation of Roman
rule and government, second the interaction and ultimately reversal of roles of the Em-
pire’s centre, Italy, and its peripheral zones, and third, last but not least, the Empire’s
readiness and ability to adapt to new demands.

The aforementioned issues — the presence of Rome in the Balkans and along the
Danube, the establishment of its power structure, the development of the social and
economic systems as well as the cultural processes, which can be observed from the 1%
to the 3™ century AD — were the topic of a conference hosted by the Department of
Ancient History, Papyrology, and Epigraphy of the University of Vienna in Autumn
2015. This conference was organised by Fritz Mitthof as part of the research project P
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28112 funded by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF). It was the third of a series of so far
five meetings initiated by Livio Zerbini in 2009'.

The present volume contains 29 papers held at the Vienna conference. These con-
tributions represent the fields of Ancient History, Greek and Latin Epigraphy as well
as Archaeology. The main focus of the volume lies in the historical analysis of inscribed
monuments. Inscriptions are essential sources for the investigation of the social, eco-
nomic, and cultural history of South-Eastern Europe between the 1* and the 3™ century
AD. The analysis of the material heritage from these territories is a further focal point
of the contributions as are the closely connected issues such as language, identity, reli-
gion, and coinage.

The book is divided into six parts. The five contributions of the first part focus on
the interpretation of epigraphic data in relation to the social history of the Danubian and
Balkan area from the 1% to the 3™ century AD. As far as social ties in the Roman society
are concerned, Alonso Alonso provides an overview of the role and variants of friend-
ship (amicitia) as testified by Latin inscriptions as a fundamental element of defining
and regulating close personal interaction in Roman society. Three case studies follow
with insights into the social history of Roman settlements of different status and com-
position: on the basis of the epigraphic corpus reprinted at the end of the article,
Mihailescu-Birliba and Ibba reconstruct the history of a small village (vicus) in a rural
area in modern-day northern Dobrudja (Moesia inferior). The population of this settle-
ment was shaped by the cohabitation of Roman citizens, Thracian Bessi, and autoch-
thonic elements. Tomas treats the composition of the population of the civilian settle-
ment which developed alongside the important legionary camp of Novae (Moesia infe-
rior) on the southern bank of the lower Danube, especially from the perspective of spe-
cific gender aspects. Topalilov’s starting point is a recently found and still unpublished
tombstone. He examines the presence of Italian immigrants in the very early period of
the Roman town of Ratiaria (Moesia superior), again situated on the lower Danube.
Finally, Weber-Hiden traces the frequency, distribution, and role of freedmen in Car-
nuntum, the provincial capital on the middle Danube (Pannonia superior), and in its
hinterland. Whereas in Roman society freedmen are well represented in inscriptions
and very often act as agents representing their masters in the business affairs, in the
case of Carnuntum, and especially outside the town, the evidence is only sporadic and
less prominent. This circumstance may be explained by the fact that the society of the
region was influenced by the local traditions of Celtic origin, which implied an under-
standing of freedmanship that greatly differs from the Roman model.

' The first two meetings took place in 2009 and 2013 and were both hosted by the “Labo-
ratorio di studi e ricerche sulle antiche province Danubiane” (LAD) of the University of Ferrara.
Since the Vienna Conference of 2015 two further meetings have been held in Zagreb (2017) and
in Iagi (2019). For detailed information on the research project FWF-P 28112 “Scythica Vin-
dobonensia” see https://www.oeaw.ac.at/byzanz/sprache-text-und-schrift/buchkultur-palacogra-
phie-und-palimpseste/scythica-vindobonensia.
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The papers assembled in the second part focus on the military apparatus as the main-
stay of Roman rule. Relying mainly on the epigraphic evidence, the authors are able to
provide far-reaching insights into aspects of Roman military life not covered by any
other ancient source. Brancato highlights the role of Roman soldiers as comparatively
wealthy upper class members of the provincial society in raising foster-children. Cenati
shows that the indication of the origo in the inscriptions of soldiers from the Danubian
provinces in Rome changes according to the area of provenance, the military unit, the
time of the dedication, and the function of the monument. Furthermore, the indication
of the provenance reflects the need of the soldiers to redefine their own cultural identity
in an extrinsic environment. Lajtar presents two recently found inscriptions from No-
vae which are connected to the late antique supply system of the troops on the lower
Danube by long-distance overseas shipping. At the same time, despite the Christian
environment and the purely military-administrative context, the texts refer to pagan
cults, and their language is inspired by epic poetry. In their paper on the presence of the
cohors I Cretum documented first at Timacum Maius (Moesia) and then at Lederata
(Dacia) by tile stamps, Petrovi¢ and Filipovi¢ show how Roman military units special-
ized in building and policing activities at an early stage of the formation process of
Roman rule. The strong interaction between the Danubian area and the city of Rome
through mobility as a consequence of successful empire building is further analysed by
Redaelli in his study on soldiers and veterans of the imperial guards who returned to
their homelands upon retirement. The collected material illustrates how the prestige of
having served alongside the emperor shaped the self-perception of these members of a
rising new imperial elite and at the same time how their self-representation at home
created a sense of reciprocity and growing equality between capital and far distant bor-
der regions.

The third part is dedicated to the study of the material culture of Roman South-
Eastern Europe and related aspects. These contributions, while resting on smaller
groups of artefacts or on selected archaeological sites, still provide insights into the
wider framework of the general economic, social, and cultural history of the area in the
imperial period. Some of the contributions rely mainly or exclusively on epigraphical
evidence. Ardevan interprets certain ashlars found in Transylvania, which hitherto
have been erroneously regarded as remnants of Dacian fortification walls, as parts of
huge wine presses and thus signs of an otherwise rarely attested large scale wine pro-
duction in Roman Dacia. Buora deals with mirror frames of rectangular shape made of
lead. Compared to other mirror types they represent a rare variant. Such mirrors can be
found in a wide geographical area stretching from southern France and Italy in the west
to the Black Sea region in the east. At the same time this mirror type has been particu-
larly popular in the Danubian area, and besides Italian manufacture, a local production
seems to have existed. Dimitrov reports on the first results of the recent excavations in
Ratiaria. The excavations led to the discovery of parts of a late antique bath complex
situated close to the residence of the provincial governor. These finds confirm the grow-
ing importance of the city in the aforementioned period. Gabler underlines the fact that
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the Roman customs districts deeply influenced the interior trade of the Empire as well
as the commercial exchange with the Barbaricum. He focuses on the example of pottery
produced in Italy on the one hand and in the provinces of Gaul and Germany on the
other. In the upper and middle Danube region a clear distribution pattern of such prod-
ucts can be perceived, with a dividing line running along the river Inn which served as
the western border of the toll district of [llyricum. This example demonstrates that the
Roman customs districts determined the direction as well as the intensity of trading
operations throughout the Empire. Glazer gives a systematic overview of our know-
ledge about the Scordisci who settled in the region between the rivers Sava, Drava, and
Danube. Their culture reached its peak in the late Iron Age, immediately before and
during the Roman conquest of this region. Initially originating from the commingling
of immigrated Celts and autochthonous Pannonians, they formed a distinct culture
which still characterized the region even in Roman times. The Scordisci represent one
of the many subcultures of the Danube and Balkan area persisting under the veil of so-
called romanization. Grozdanova describes the coinage of the important city of Pau-
talia (Thracia), which like many other towns of the region minted bronze coins during
the 2" and 3™ centuries AD. Besides the ideological functions of such emissions as
representations of imperial Roman images and texts, and reference points of local iden-
tity, such civic minting activities are important indicators of economic development
and can even serve as a sign of economic changes in the whole Danube and Balkan
area. Jeczmienowski addresses the question of how the conquest of Dacia changed the
character of the military frontier of Upper Moesia along the Danube which became an
internal border due to the expansion of Roman rule beyond the river. He concludes that,
despite a substantial decline in troop strength, the border did not lose its military char-
acter entirely since a certain level of supervision, especially of legal or illegal trading
operations, was still felt necessary by the command. Lelekovié reflects on the existence
of sub-regions in Pannonia which were defined by cultural and economic differences.
Such differences are visible mainly in ancient material culture but are often overlooked
in modern research, and there is a tendency to see the ancient province borders as ab-
stract administrative lines drawn by the Roman government. The issue is further com-
plicated by the territorial settings of modern nation states and narratives related to them
which impede the perception of ancient border-crossing coherences and research of
them. Piso thoroughly analyses the tile production of military units and private inves-
tors in Roman Dacia on the basis of tile stamps. Since tile and earthenware production,
besides agricultural activities (crops, oil, wine, breeding etc.), was one of the main pil-
lars of the economy in Roman times, the issue is of utmost importance for a deeper
understanding of processes and strategies related to it. The stamps inform us about the
main producers and their networks. As the author stresses, petrographic analyses are
still lacking and would be highly desirable in order to locate the production centres even
more precisely and to reconstruct transport routes. Radulova examines two inscriptions
which contain detailed regulations on the levy of tariffs on merchandise (portorium) in
two cities on the western Black sea shore, namely Tyras and Histria (Moesia inferior).
Both documents reveal the complex intersection of juridical, administrative, economic,
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and social problems connected to this levy. Rusu-Bolindet provides an impressive syn-
thesis on the local pottery production in Roman Dacia combining archaecological and
epigraphic evidence. She argues that there were four regional clusters of pottery work-
shops connected to large military camps and urban settlements. Furthermore, she offers
valuable insights into the different types of organisation of the workshops depending
on how the owners of the workshops and their craftsmen were referred to on the pro-
duction stamps placed on the vessels. Sanader reconstructs the exact date and route of
Diocletian’s journey in AD 308 from his palace and retreat at Spalato (Split) in Dalma-
tia to Carnuntum, where he took part in the meeting of the collegium of all officially
accepted emperors with the aim to relaunch the tetrarchic system. Her remarks bear on
the important issue of imperial journeys as well as on travelling in the Danube and
Balkan area in Roman times in general. Teatini examines the provenance and artistic
background of various marble components of the impressive Christian basilica at Ibida
(Scythia). A wider contextualization of the components allows their identification as
parts of an imperial building programme launched and coordinated at Constantinople
by Anastasios, Justin, and Justinian which affected the entire western Black sea region.

The fourth part contains three contributions on the history of the religious life in the
Roman Danube and Balkan area, each of them referring to a central sphere of human
belief of its own: afterlife, healing, and knowledge of the divine. At the same time they
document the permanent interaction of local traditions with the Empire’s koiné. Ceci,
Krauze-Kolodziej, and Nestorovic present a detailed study of a well-known Roman
grave monument from Poetovio (Ptuj) representing a central scene of the Orpheus myth
in the main relief. The historical tradition of the monument is extensively documented,
and its type and composition as well as the depictions in their symbolic value and the
inscription on it are discussed in the context of the funeral culture of the imperial period.
Petraccia treats the epigraphical references to deities which in the Roman period were
connected to the healing power of water. An inscription from Hercules’ Baths (Baile
Herculane) is central to her paper. The exact interpretation of the inscription was un-
clear up to now. Vitellozzi starts with a gemstone of religious-magic significance dat-
able to the 3™ century AD in the collection of the National Archaeological Museum of
Umbria at Perugia and discusses the cult of the so-called Danubian Horsemen. The
original elements of this cult are thought to be located in the Lower Danubian region,
and consequently during the imperial period the cult was quite popular in the entire
Danubian and Balkan area. But, as the paper confirms, notwithstanding this prima facie
regional character of the cult there can be no doubt that it was deeply influenced by
other religious and especially mysto-sophic movements of the imperial period, and
what is more, that in its essence it was the product of the syncretism which shaped
pagan beliefs of the period. Moreover, it must be kept in mind, that the cult migrated
together with its worshippers (especially soldiers) and thus became known in other parts
of the Empire as well.
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Part five consists of two contributions treating the use of ethnicity and language as
means for constructing identity. Boteva takes up an ongoing debate on the origin of the
name of the Roman province Moesia. The author compellingly argues that the ethnical
term Mysi or Moesi was invented by the Romans in the early principate (around AD
16) to substitute the name of the Dardani. Until then it had referred to a population in
the hinterland of Troy in north-western Asia Minor. Therefore, she locates the original
centre of the province of Moesia in the territory of the Dardanians, with Ratiaria possi-
bly serving as the provincial capital during the earliest period of its existence. Wilkes
revisits the issue of language choice in inscriptions of the Danube and Balkan area fo-
cusing primarily on bilingual and mixed-language epitaphs (with a list of testimonies
in the appendix). He concludes that the old approach of K. Jirecek, later refined by B.
Gerov, according to which a boundary existed between a Latin and a Greek language
area running from west to east across the Balkans retains some validity but that the use
of Latin remained superficial since Greek was more deeply rooted on either side of
Jirecek’s line.

The closing chapter by Mastino gives a detailed and exhaustive overview of the
progress achieved in the epigraphic research on the Danube and Balkan area between

2000 and 2015.

Vienna, October 2020 The editors



LivioO ZERBINI

Seguendo il corso del Danubio: gli studi e le ricerche italiane
sulle province danubiane dal Novecento ad oggi

La ripresa nel Novecento degli studi e delle ricerche italiane sull’orizzonte danubiano
in eta romana fu per certi aspetti la diretta conseguenza di un rinnovato interesse per
I’arte provinciale, che ebbe in Ranuccio Bianchi Bandinelli e Silvio Ferri due tra i piu
autorevoli studiosi.

Il merito di Bianchi Bandinelli nello studio dell’arte romana nell’ambito delle pro-
vince danubiane riguarda principalmente 1’attenzione posta sui rilievi della Colonna
Traiana e sull’identificazione del suo artefice!. A Bianchi Bandinelli si deve infatti la
prima analisi storico-artistica dei rilievi della Colonna Traiana e 1’approfondimento di
tale studio per una piena comprensione dell’arte provinciale del mondo danubiano in
etd romana.

Per tutto I’Ottocento la Colonna Traiana fu considerata unicamente dagli archeo-
logi la fonte piu importante per la conoscenza delle vittoriose imprese belliche
dell’imperatore Traiano contro i Daci del re Decebalo. Solamente nei primi anni del
Novecento la Colonna venne percepita come frutto della mano di un artista e non di
un cronista, mero narratore ed esecutore delle indicazioni dell’imperatore. Ancor piu
recente ¢ stato il riconoscimento dell’originalita della decorazione scultorea a narra-
zione continua, che pur era radicata in una duplice tradizione, quella delle colonne
onorarie da un lato e quella delle pitture trionfali tipiche delle usanze celebrative ro-
mane?.

Bianchi Bandinelli ¢ il primo studioso a riflettere sulla straordinarieta dell’artefice
della Colonna Traiana, da annoverare tra i piu grandi artisti dell’arte antica, fornendo
un’esaustiva analisi critica e dimostrando 1’unicita di questo Maestro attraverso
un’anamnesi formale puntuale, condotta con una sistematicita del tutto nuova in am-
bito artistico.

I R. Bianchi Bandinelli, Un problema di arte romana: il «Maestro delle Imprese di

Traiano», in: R. Bianchi Bandinelli, Storicita dell’arte classica, Bari 1973, 349-379; R. Bian-
chi Bandinelli, / Maestro delle Imprese di Traiano, Milano 2004.

2 Sulla storia del monumento a forma di colonna uno dei primi e pit completi studi fu
quello di W. Haftmann, Das italienische Sculenmonument. Versuch zur Geschichte einer anti-
ken Form des Denkmals und Kultmonumentes und ihrer Wirksamkeit fiir die Antikenvorstellung
des Mittelalters und fiir die Ausbildung des dffentlichen Denkmals in der Friihrenaissance,
Leipzig 1939.



XVI Livio Zerbini

Bianchi Bandinelli si sofferma su alcuni aspetti che possono essere osservati da
tutti, talmente evidenti da non essere pero adeguatamente considerati: nella Colonna
Traiana il rilievo non ¢ mai troppo alto, per non comprometterne la linea architettoni-
ca; il bassorilievo viene impiegato con sapienza, giocando con le altezze a seconda
dell’effetto da conferire all’insieme. Questo linearismo che sfiora la bidimensionalita
¢ tipico dell’arte provinciale dell’orizzonte balcanico e danubiano, ma qui viene enfa-
tizzato e portato quasi alle estreme conseguenze.

Cio che Bianchi Bandinelli sottolinea nella sua lettura della Colonna Traiana ¢ il
tratto piu provinciale che a suo dire contraddistingue il monumento: I’'umana compas-
sione e comprensione dei vinti. Nei rilievi che raffigurano la sconfitta dei Daci la
partecipazione emotiva del Maestro e il pathos si fanno infatti particolarmente sentiti
e coinvolgenti e cid si estrinseca anche a livello artistico. E proprio nelle scene dei
Daci morenti e nel compianto dei defunti che emerge con forza dirompente 1’unicita
dei rilievi della Colonna Traiana e dell’indubbia maestria artistica del suo artefice’.

Un rinnovato interesse per il mondo danubiano nell’eta romana si ¢ avuto a partire
dagli anni Sessanta, quando diversi studiosi italiani si sono interessati in modo parti-
colare di alcune province, soprattutto per quanto riguarda gli studi epigrafici.

Luca Bianchi ha rivolto la sua attenzione alle iscrizioni funerarie della Dacia ro-
mana, mettendo in evidenza gli evidenti legami tra Roma e la provincia conquistata
da Traiano®. Bianchi dimostra come le epigrafi della Dacia documentino, anche dal
punto di vista tipologico, la significativa presenza di Italici nella provincia, peraltro
avvalorata anche da pil recenti ricerche’. Le iscrizioni confermano infatti
I’importante ruolo e apporto degli Italici nella colonizzazione della nuova provincia
all’indomani della conquista da parte dell’imperatore Traiano, soprattutto in conside-
razione della quasi generale dissoluzione delle élite dirigenti della societa dacica e
delle immense perdite umane subite dai Daci®. Gli Italici quindi non solo costituirono
con tutta probabilita 1’ossatura portante su cui si innervo il processo di romanizzazio-

3 Cosi Bianchi Bandinelli descrive la grande abilita artistica dell’artefice della Colonna

Traiana (Bianchi Bandinelli, Un problema [nt. 1] 359): «La geniale sapienza con la quale poi
sono risolti i rapporti spaziali ha del miracoloso: si osservano i rapporti spaziali fra il gruppo
dei caduti e quelli in secondo piano, collegati fra loro dagli scudi, e come il terreno roccioso ¢
chiamato a far da quinta che unisce e separa i fuggiaschi nella zona superiore, ¢ i come tre
alberi racchiudono e spazieggiano tutta la composizione. Ma ancora piu rare tali qualita compo-
sitive si manifestano nella scena dell’esodo, dove le creste del terreno e le varie proporzioni
delle figure fan si che con una dozzina di figure si raggiunga I’impressione di una folta turba in
cammino.

4 L. Bianchi, Le stele funerarie della Dacia. Un’espressione di arte romana periferica,
Roma 1985.

> N. Branga, Italicii i veteranii din Dacia. Mdrturii epigrafice si arheologice, Timisoara
1886; L. Zerbini, Vivere lontano dall’ltalia: gli Italici in Dacia, in: L. Zerbini (ed.), Roma e le
province del Danubio. Atti del I Convegno Internazionale Ferrara-Cento, 15—17 Ottobre 2009,
Soveria Mannelli 2010, 291-304; L. Zerbini, Gli Italici nella Dacia romana, Soveria Mannelli
2012.

6 Zerbini, Gli Italici (nt. 5).
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ne, ma consentirono anche una piu rapida e incisiva integrazione della Dacia nel
mondo romano. Il merito di Bianchi ¢ stato appunto quello di inaugurare una nuova
serie di studi, tuttora in corso, sul processo di romanizzazione nella Dacia e in altre
province danubiane.

Giovanni Forni rappresenta un punto di partenza imprescindibile per gli studi mo-
derni sulle province danubiane, in particolare sulla Dacia, a cui egli dedico
un’attenzione sistematica, come stanno a dimostrare diversi suoi lavori pubblicati
dalla fine degli anni Cinquanta agli anni Settanta’.

Alla romanizzazione dell’area adriatico-danubiana, quale cerniera di confronti,
scambi e assimilazioni, si € invece dedicato Massimiliano Pavan, il quale si ¢ soffer-
mato in modo particolare sulla provincia del Norico®, sulla Dalmazia® e sulla Panno-
nia, a cui ha rivolto uno sguardo piu attento'°.

La ricerca storica ed epigrafica, nonché archeologica, sulle province danubiane,
con particolare riguardo alle Mesie e alla Dacia, ¢ stato uno dei temi dominanti la
produzione scientifica di Giancarlo Susini, che dal 1958 sino al 1966 si occupo della
redazione delle numerose voci sulle “Provincie romane”, affidategli da Ranuccio
Bianchi Bandinelli per “I’Enciclopedia dell’Arte Antica” dell’Istituto della Enciclo-
pedia Italiana. Susini, con il rigore scientifico che sempre lo contraddistinse, ebbe cosi
modo di dispiegare la sua indubbia capacita di confrontarsi con diversi ambiti storico-
geografici e di saper affrontare il processo di romanizzazione nelle sue articolazioni
locali.

In tale prospettiva Giancarlo Susini, sulla scia degli studi del bolognese Luigi Fer-
dinando Marsili, ha dedicato una parte significativa delle sue ricerche, soprattutto
epigrafiche, alle province danubiane, sino a dare avvio con colleghi e allievi del Di-
partimento di Storia Antica dell’Universita di Bologna, a cominciare dall’anno 1978,
a campagne sistematiche di scavi a Ratiaria, importante citta della Moesia Superior,
situata lungo il corso del fiume Danubio.

Gli studi, le ricerche e gli scavi compiuti a Ratiaria da Susini e da altri studiosi
dell’Ateneo bolognese, come Angela Donati, Maria Bollini e Dario Giorgetti, porta-
rono poi alla nascita della rivista “Ratiariensia. Studi e Materiali Mesici e Danubia-

ER)

ni”, frutto della fattiva collaborazione tra il Dipartimento di Storia Antica

7 G. Forni, Contributo alla storia della Dacia romana, Athenaeum 36 (1958) 3-29; G.
Forni, Dacia romana tributim discripta, in: Omagiu lui Constantin Daicoviciu, Bucarest 1960,
233-240; G. Forni, Roma e Romania, in: Civilta romana in Romania. Catalogo della Mostra —
Roma, Palazzo delle Esposizioni, febbraio—aprile 1970, Roma 1970, 13—17.

8 M. Pavan, L ’ambiente militare nella provincia del Norico, Athenaeum 34 (1956) 58—
90.

® M. Pavan, Ricerche sulla provincia romana di Dalmazia (Memorie dell’Istituto Veneto
di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti. Classe di Scienze morali e Lettere 32), Venezia 1958.

10 M. Pavan, La provincia romana della Pannonia Superior, Memorie dell’ Accademia dei
Lincei, s. VIII, 8 (1955) 373-574; M. Pavan, La Pannonia tra I’Occidente e I'Oriente, in: G.
Hajnoczi (ed.), La Pannonia e I'Impero romano. Atti del convegno internazionale “La Panno-
nia e I’Impero Romano” — Roma, 13—16 gennaio 1994, Milano 1995, 365-373.
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dell’Universita di Bologna e 1’Accademia delle Scienze della Bulgaria, promossa dal
Ministero degli Esteri Italiano.

Al tema del /imes danubiano tra la Mesia e la Dacia Giancarlo Susini presto parti-
colare attenzione, studiando le testimonianze epigrafiche per cogliere i processi di
acculturazione, i fermenti culturali e le possibili interazioni tra le due rive del Danu-
bio. I processi di alfabetizzazione, acculturazione e assimilazione della cultura roma-
na in Dacia sono stati quindi indagati in profondita dallo studioso bolognese, come si
puo evincere dal suo autorevole contributo a un Colloquio Italo-Romeno su “La Dacia
pre-romana e romana, i rapporti con I’impero”, svoltosi a Roma nel 1980 per iniziati-
va dell’ Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei!!. Di grande interesse scientifico & stata poi
la pubblicazione degli Atti del Convegno internazionale sul Limes (Decennalia Ratia-
riensia, Vidin 1985)'2,

Attilio Mastino cosi riassume in poche ma efficaci parole 1’interesse di Susini per
il mondo danubiano: «Il Danubio torna nella produzione di Susini piu volte fin dai
primi anni 70 fino alla foce ed al Mar Nero [...]. Per Susini proprio sulle rive euro-
pee del Ponto Eusino (piu che altrove) e lungo le frontiere danubiane la cultura politi-
ca romana produsse efficaci modelli di organizzazione civica: fondazioni di colonie,
istituzioni municipali, governi per territori con specifiche identita etno-culturali ed
economiche mentre 1’urbanizzazione fece passi considerevoli, anche con
’affiancamento di nuove citta ad impianti castrensi, specie sul /limes» 3.

Sara proprio Attilio Mastino a raccogliere 1’eredita di Giancarlo Susini con la
creazione presso 1’Universita di Sassari del Centro di Studi Interdisciplinari sulle
Province Romane, divenuto negli anni un punto di riferimento per studiosi e ricercato-
ri, soprattutto per quanto riguarda 1’ Africa romana'4,

E alla straordinaria esperienza tesaurizzata dal Centro di Studi Interdisciplinari
sulle Province romane e dai Convegni da esso organizzati su “L’Africa romana” che
si ¢ ispirato il Laboratorio sulle Antiche province Danubiane (LAD), istituito
nell’anno 2007 presso I’Universita di Ferrara con I’intendimento di incentivare e
favorire il dialogo e la collaborazione scientifica tra tutti gli studiosi e i ricercatori che
si sono dedicati nei loro studi e nelle loro ricerche al mondo danubiano nell’antichita,
promuovendo un approccio interdisciplinare alla storia e all’archeologia®.

"' G. Susini, Processi di alfabetizzazione e di acculturazione in periodo romano, in:

AA.VV, La Dacia pre-romana e romana, i rapporti con l'impero (Atti Convegni Lincei 52),
Roma 1982, 7-19.

12 Ratiariensia. Studi e Materiali Mesici e Danubiani. Atti del Convegno internazionale
sul Limes (Decennalia Ratiariensia, Vidin 1985), Vol. 34, Bologna 1987.

13 A. Mastino, Giancarlo Susini e le province romane, in: Ricordo di Giancarlo Susini
(1927-2000), Atti della Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Rendiconti Lincei: Classe di Scienze
morali, storiche e filologiche, serie IX, vol. 14 (2003) 165—184.

14 A. Mastino, Il centro interdisciplinare sulle province romane dell’Universita di Sassa-
ri, in: Zerbini (ed.), Roma e le province (nt. 5) 11-18.

15 L. Zerbini, Un gemellaggio tra Sassari e Ferrara: il nuovo Laboratorio di studi e ricer-
che sulle Antiche province Danubiane, in: M. Milanese / P. Ruggeri / C. Vismara (edd.),
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Géza Alfoldy, grande maestro e amico, cosi scriveva nella recensione del volume
degli Atti del I Convegno Internazionale su “Roma e le province del Danubio”, che
egli scrisse pochi mesi prima della sua scomparsa: «Nell’anno 1992 ebbi I’onore di
scrivere I’introduzione alla pubblicazione degli Atti del X Convegno Internazionale
“L’Africa Romana”, organizzato da Attilio Mastino, grande conoscitore
dell’importanza degli studi sulle province romane [...]. In questa introduzione scrissi:
“Quanto sarebbe bello avere un giorno anche una serie di convegni internazionali, con
partecipazione di colleghi da tutti i Paesi che lavorano nel suo territorio, sulla provin-
cia di Pannonia!”. E adesso abbiamo gli Atti di un convegno internazionale, non sol-
tanto sulla Pannonia, ma sulle province danubiane in generale, che costituisce davvero
uno stimolo importantissimo per la ricerca su una parte dell’impero romano che ha
svolto un ruolo eminente in tutta la storia di Roma. [...] Vorrei ancora una volta sotto-
lineare I’importanza del fatto che si tratta di un prodotto di ampia cooperazione inter-
nazionale, e posso aggiungere che allo stesso tempo abbiamo anche la testimonianza
di una fruttifera cooperazione interdisciplinare, perché gli autori e i loro contributi
rappresentano le discipline della storia, dell’epigrafia, dell’archeologia, della filologia
classica, della storia delle religioni e anche della numismatica. Tutto questo corri-
sponde al livello della nostra scienza che ci aspettiamo dagli studi umanistici nel
secolo ventunesimo in una Europa unita» '°.

Queste parole di Géza Alfoldy indicano chiaramente il sentiero che gli studiosi e i
ricercatori che dedicheranno la loro attenzione all’orizzonte danubiano nell’antichita
dovranno percorrere negli anni a venire.

L’Africa romana. I luoghi e le forme dei mestieri e della produzione nelle province africane.
Atti del XVIII convegno di studio — Olbia, 11-14 dicembre 2008, Roma 2010, 81-82.

16 G. Alfoldy, recensione a: L. Zerbini (ed.), Roma e le province del Danubio. Atti del I
Convegno Internazionale Ferrara-Cento, 15—18 Ottobre 2009, Soveria Mannelli 2010, Epi-
graphica 73 (2011) 381-389.
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Amicitia in the Danubian Provinces in Light
of Epigraphic Record

Introduction

The Latin words amicus and amicitia refer to a type of complex, broad, and polyvalent
relationship that was of great importance during Roman antiquity. Indeed, amicitia
played a key role within the complex network of relationships that cemented social and
political dynamics in Roman culture'. In addition, the widespread distribution of vo-
cabulary connected with amicitia in inscriptions across the whole Empire is indicative
of the great geographic spread of bonds of friendship in the Roman world?. Aware of
this reality, and faced with the lack of studies devoted to friendship in the context of
the Danubian provinces, our objective here is to study amicitia in this geographic area
through epigraphic documentation. This paper is the result of a preliminary investiga-
tion that, owing to the large area of study, suffers from some inevitable generalisations.

Epigraphy undoubtedly displays certain deficiencies when carrying out a study of
such a complex phenomenon, as the concise and incomplete information it can provide
does not reveal the exact nature of the relationship. Despite this, inscriptions offer an
opportunity to examine the voluntary use of the term amicus/-a in various contexts,
both private and public, and by individuals from very diverse social backgrounds. Thus,
epigraphy allows a precise approach to the phenomenon of inter-personal amicitia re-
lationships whilst simultaneously contributing towards an enhanced knowledge of so-
ciety in the Danubian provinces.

1 For an overview of amicitia in Rome, cf. Konstan 1997, 122-148; Reali 1998, 1-15;
Peachin 2001; Verboven 2011; Williams 2012.

2 A first approach to the study of Roman amicitia by researching epigraphic evidence was
carried out by J. M. Serrano Delgado (cf. Serrano Delgado 1987—-1988; id. 1989). The work of
M. Reali, mainly focused on inscriptions of amici in Cisalpine Gaul, should also be highlighted
(cf. Reali 1997; id. 1998; id. 2002; id. 2003; id. 2011). More recently, inscriptions have been
studied in the context of the provinces of Gaul and Germania (cf. Mathieu 2012). For the Danu-
bian provinces, there is only a study by B. Lorincz on amici in the epigraphy of Pannonia (cf.
Lérincz 2002).
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The epigraphic record of amicitia in the Danubian provinces

A total of 92 texts mentioning amici have been identified in Danubian epigraphic
material®. In over 80% of the cases, the memory of friendship is found in funerary in-
scriptions, and is only recorded in eight honorary dedications (8.7% of the total) and
five texts of religious nature (5.43%).

As regards their geographic distribution in the Danubian regions, only a few inscrip-
tions have been found in nearly all the provinces (Raetia one, Moesia inferior three,
Noricum and Moesia superior five each, Pannonia superior and Dacia six each, and
Pannonia inferior nine), except for Dalmatia, which has provided 57 inscriptions,
nearly 62% of the total in the catalogue (see Fig. 1).

Moesia inferior Raetia

_\ 3,26% /_1 J09%

Moesia superior
5.43%

Fig. 1. Percentage distribution of Latin inscriptions regarding amicitia in the Danubian provinces.

The capital city, Colonia Martia lulia Salonae, contributes 43 of those 57 epigraphs
in the province. Almost 80% of the texts (73) come from cities of importance?, mainly
colonies and municipia, and only six of them are associated with smaller towns (vici or

3 See Appendix I below. The present study has not included inscriptions in which amicus/-
a has the value of cognomen (CIL 111 4339; CIL III 14777, 1), or texts in which amicus/-a func-
tions as an adjective in poetic formulae (CIL I1I 1898; CIL 111 2722 = CIL 111 9729; CIL 111 9733;
CIL III 10864; CIL III 12408; CLE 1976; AE 1910, 171; AE 1995, 1232).

4 The inscriptions come from 39 places, most of which (23, or nearly 59%) are locations
with a privileged statute: eight colonies, ten municipalities, and five towns that possessed the
statute of a colony and later of a municipality. Additionally, one Dalmatian inscription comes
from a locus incertus (nr. 63).
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civitates). Apart from Salona, six places have yielded more than one inscription: Do-
clea and Aquincum three, and Nedinum, Carnuntum, Sirmium, Apulum and Drobeta
two each. It can therefore be seen that amicitia was a prevalently urban phenomenon in
the Danubian provinces, as it was in other parts of the Empire.

Finally, a third of the epigraphs (61 of the 92 inscriptions, 66.3%) are dated to the
243 centuries AD, particularly from the second half of the 2" century, and only
seven of them belong to the 1% century AD?. Ten epigraphs can only be dated between
the 1% and 2™ century®, four in the 1°-3™ centuries’, eight in the 3™ century®, mainly
in its first half, and two inscriptions belong to the 4™ century AD’.

Sociological diversity of amicitia

A first glance at the documentation reveals the wide range of bonds that may be
hidden behind a connection designated with the term amicus. These relationships are
implicated in the social realm on all its levels and are formed both by people belonging
to the same social circle and on equal footing, and between individuals that differ from
one another in legal, social, and economic terms.

The pedestal of the statue that L. Cammius Secundinus dedicated in Flavia Solva to
the praefectus praetorio M. Gavius Maximus, now in Seggau Castle'?, can be used to
illustrate what has been called “amicizia orizzontale”!'. The honoured individual came
from Firmum in Picenum, and following his procuratelae in the provinces of Maure-
tania Tingitana and Asia, he became praefectus praetorio for twenty years during the
reign of Antoninus Pius, dying before the emperor ended his reign, possibly about AD
158-161'2 In turn, L. Cammius Secundinus had been legionarius in Vindobona in the
early 2™ century 3. After the gradual development of his career as centurion, he became
primus pilus and praefectus legionis in the legio X Geminae, and finally procurator
Augusti, almost certainly in the province of Noricum. In this case both individuals be-
longed to the equestrian order and, therefore, from a social point of view it was a link
between peers. Additionally, both men were in the emperor’s trust, although M. Gavius
Maximus’s position was higher. Thanks to the greater influence and power of the hono-

Nr. 13,27, 62, 68, 69, 75, 89.

Nr. 2,7,55, 15,17, 19, 45, 58, 78, 88.
Nr. 3, 37, 44, 54.

Nr. 18, 50, 60, 67, 70, 81, 90, 92.

Nr. 59, 71.

10 M(arco) Gavifo] / Maxim[o] / praefectfo] / praetorfio] / L(ucius) Cammiufs] /
Secundifnus] / p(rimus)p(ilus) prafe]f(ectus) leg(ionis) [X G(eminae)] / proc(urator) Aug(usti) /
amico (CIL III 5328).

11 Caldelli 2001, 22.

12 SHA Ant. Pius VIII 7.

13 PIR? C 370. He is identified with the Cam... Secu..., mentioned on a tegula of the legio
XIII Gemina from Vindobona (CIL III 4660, 5), where this legion moved under Trajan. For this
person, cf. Winkler 1969, 64—66; Alfoldy 1974, 274.

© ® 9 o W
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ratus, Secundinus was able to guarantee advantages and privileges benefitting his func-
tion as procurator, while M. Gavius Maximus received a statue and a pedestal which
ensured the memory of his honour. In short, the basis of this relationship can be found
in reasons of a political order.

However, friendship was not always inter pares. The case of the epigraph dedicated
in Nedinum to the most famous jurisconsult in the Flavian period, lavolenus Priscus, is
an example'4. The brilliant senatorial career of Iavolenus is well-known; it includes
military, political, and religious positions, the governorship of four provinces and also
the consulate suffectus in AD 86'°. In contrast, we know nothing about the dedicator
and amicus, P. Mutilius P. f. Cla. Crispinus, who came from Nedinum as the Claudia
tribe illustrates. No other examples of the gens Mutilia are known in the city, only in
other parts of Dalmatia'®, and especially in the regio X, above all in the Aquileia-
Tergeste-Pola-Nesactium area'’. This suggests that the family came from the Cisalpine
area. In any case, Crispinus was not related to the governing classes in the city and
much less to members of the upper ordines of Roman society. Equally, no details are
known about the origin of the bond between the two men '8, but perhaps the explanation
lies in them both coming from Nedinum. In fact, L. Iavolenus Priscus, whose full name
is only known thanks to this inscription, has been connected with the Octavii in Nedi-
num, the city’s main gens, which supplied many of the aediles and duoviri documented
there. It is therefore possible that the jurist was born in Nedinum under Claudius'°.

In this case, the inequality is demonstrated by the lack of information about Crispi-
nus, his position or profession, and also by the impossibility of associating him with a
notable family of the same rank as the honoured man, a member of the ordo senatorius.
Additionally, the fact that the dedicator addresses the other as amicus carissimus, and

14 C(aio) Octavio / Tidio Tossia/no laf[v]oleno / Prisco leg(ato) leg(ionis) IV Flav(iae) /
leg(ato) leg(ionis) III Aug(ustae) iuridic(o) pro/vinc(iae) Brit{t}anniae leg(ato) consu/lari
provinc(iae) Germ(aniae) superi/oris legato consulari pro/vinc(iae) Syriae proconsuli /
provinc(iae) Africae pontifici / P(ublius) Mutilius P(ubli) f(ilius) Cla(udia) Crispin(u)s / t(esta-
mento) p(oni) i(ussit) / amico carissimo (CIL I1I 2864 = CIL III 9960).

15 Cf. PIR?T 14.

16 Scardona (CIL 111 2806) and Varvaria (ILJug 11 823).

17" Six examples of Mutilii are known in Aquileia (CIL V 822; CIL V 1342 = InscrAq 1383;
InscrAq 147; InscrAq 676; AE 1996, 692), two in Tergeste (CIL V 515 = Inscrlt X 4, 6; Inscrlt
X 4,343), one in Pola (CIL V 93 = Inscrlt X 1, 169) and another one in Nesactium (CIL V 8128
= Inscrlt X 1, 687).

18 According to J. M. Serrano Delgado, a possible solution is found in a military diploma
from Worms (CIL XVI 36), which documents the honesta missio of the members of a series of
units that had served in Germania superior under the command of lavolenus Priscus, including
the cohors III Delmatarum. As Serrano Delgado posits, perhaps the dedicator of the Nedinum
epigraph, or a relative of his, was a veteran of this unit who, as part of the aristocracy in his home
city, maintained a relationship of dependency with his former general under the form of amicitia
(Serrano Delgado 1987-88, 354-355). In contrast, J. J. Wilkes suggests that the origin of their
friendship may have been in Burnum, when Priscus was in command of the legio IV Flavia for
a period of three years (Wilkes 1969, 332).

19 Cf. Wilkes 1969, 213-213, 312, 332.
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gives full details of his cursus, raises suspicions of inequality. Amicitia with a superior
of senatorial rank was an opportunity for the amicus minor to possess an intermediary
with Rome and the central power, perhaps to obtain favours for the city they had in
common or for other types of interests. What did the amicus maior obtain in exchange?
On this occasion, at least a statue raised in his honour in his home town.

Together with these examples of friendship between and with high-ranking individ-
uals, other cases of amicitiae arose in more humble contexts, like those of slaves and
freedmen. Belonging to the same libertine family was a favourable situation for forming
ties of friendship, as shown by the epitaph of C. Catenius Phileto in Salona, dedicated
by three of his freedmen, who define themselves as amici?’. Other times, the freed
friends were not part of the same family, as seen in a funerary inscription in Aquincum
which contains the epitaph of the freedman A. Vettius A. [. Crescens*'. The titulum
memoriae was placed by his freedwoman and wife, Vettia A. . Nome, but the final
production of the monument was carried out (faciendum curavit) by his friend, L. Vip-
stanus L. I. Senecio. The two men enjoyed the same legal condition but, in view of the
difference between the nomina, it seems that their friendship was unconnected with the
family circle. The origin of the link may have been related to them sharing the same
profession.

At other times, friendship might be inherited from father to son, or shared between
relatives. This is seen in a marble votive altar from Spodnje Hoce, in Noricum®?. The
text is dedicated to Mithra pro salute of three members of the same family: the brothers
M. Aurelius Felicianus and Aurelius Felicianus iunior, and M. Aurelius Felicissimus,
son of the former. The dedicator was Philumenus, amicus eorundem, who, judging by
the onomastic, was a slave or perhaps a freedman who silenced his praenomen and
nomen. Therefore, this was friendship shared by two brothers and which was also
handed down from father to son demonstrating how ties might extend between different
members of the same family. Philumenus cannot have been servus or libertus of the
Aurelii, and was tied to them by another kind of relationship. We might think of a
friendship born out of the convenience of Philumenus’ dominus or patronus, perhaps
as a way of guaranteeing patronage links with other individuals in the city to strengthen
his socio-political position or to obtain advantages in business.

Additionally, consolidation of amicitiae allowed freedmen considerable possibili-
ties of social advancement if they were associated with influential members of the local
aristocracy. This was a way to overcome or mitigate the memory of a past in slavery.

20 C(aio) Catenio Phileto patrono / C(aius) Catenius Demetrius et C(aius) Ca/tenius Pri-

mus et Catenia Fus/ca b(ene) m(erenti) / [a]mici optimi / avete et valete / felix lapis (CIL III
2277).

2L A(ulus) Vettius / A(uli) I(ibertus) Crescens / an(norum) L hic s(itus) e(st) / Vettia A(uli)
l(iberta) Nome / patrono et coniugi / suo pientissimo viva / t(itulum) m(emoriae) p(osuit) /
L(ucius) Vipstanus L(uci) l(ibertus) Senecio / amicus faciundu(m) curavit (CIL III 3607 = CIL
111 10387).

22 D(eo) S(oli) I(nvicto) M(ithrae) / pro salute / M(arci) Aur(eli) Felician(i) / M(arci)
Aur(eli) Felicissim[i] / fili(i) eius et Aurel(i) / Feliciani iuniori[s] / [P]hilumenus ami[cus] /
[eo]rundem ex voto / posuit (ILLPRON 1900).
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In short, amicitia ran through all the ordines and was practiced in all areas and social
milieu in the Danubian provinces. However, it should be stressed that over a third of
the inscriptions (32 out of 92, nearly 35%) refer to people named in concise epitaphs
that reveal no information about their socio-legal or professional condition.

The origin of friendship, where and how?

It would be especially interesting to understand the objective conditions that deter-
mined the origin of the link; discover where and how the friendship formed and the
basis on which it grew. In epigraphic texts we never find explicit allusions to this but,
in some cases, it is possible to propose a hypothesis. Situations like belonging to the
same family, sharing the same profession or workplace, or even a common home coun-
try were favourable circumstances. The importance of a military background was also
extremely propitious for the emergence of amicitiae in the whole Roman Empire??.

A large body of documentation is available about friendship relations between sol-
diers in the Danubian provinces. Of the 92 inscriptions, 24 (26%) refer to links formed
by soldiers, either between two soldiers or with civilians?*. The proportion is higher in
the two Pannoniae, where over half of the texts (nine out of fifteen epigraphs) refer to
soldiers. The daily life shared during years of service led to feelings of brotherhood and
gave rise to different fraternal relations between commilitones, including amicitia®.
The death of a companion in service sometimes created the opportunity to immortalise
the memory of the link in an epitaph, as seen in the epigraph of miles C. Valerius C. f.
Fab. Silvinus Val *® After 34 years’ service in the army, this soldier died in Carnuntum,
where his unit, the legio X Gemina, was garrisoned in AD 63-68%". Until then, this
legion had been in Hispania Tarraconensis, where Silvinus enlisted between AD 29
and 34, as can be deduced from his origin in the colony of Valentia®®. The amici men-
tioned in the sixth line of the inscription were surely his companions in the legion and
as friends they took charge of administering his last will, as Silvinus died without family
in a foreign land.

23 Reali 1998, 17.

24 Friendship between soldiers is more common than of a soldier with a civilian. Examples
of both friendship between soldiers and between soldier-civilian are distributed as follows: one
in Raetia (nr. 1), one in Noricum (nr. 4), seven in Dalmatia (nr. 12-13, 27, 56, 58, 61-62), nine
in Pannonia (nr. 64-66, 68—70, 72, 74, 76), two in Dacia (nr. 82, 84) and four in Moesia (nr. 87,
90-92).

25 Two factors might act as a stimulus for soldiers when forming closer bonds during ser-
vice: a common home town or the performance of similar duties within the army (Serrano Del-
gado 1987-88, 354-355).

26 Claius) Valerius / C(aii) f(ilius) Fab(ia) Silvi/nus Val(entia) mil(es) leg(ionis) / (centuria)
Rutili(i) an(norum) LX / aer(um) XXXIIII / amic(is) ex t(estamento) / cur(antibus) h(ic) s(itus)
e(st) / c(arus) s(uis) t(ibi) t(erra) (CIL 111 4486).

27 Ritterling 1925, 1680.

28 Lérincz 2002, 115-116.
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The friend in charge of the dedication often explicitly mentioned belonging to the
same legion as the deceased in the epitaph, as did for example Fabius Baritio in the text
dedicated to M. Tullius Fortunatus in Lussonium®. The deceased was a veteranus co-
hortis quingenariae Maurorum originally from Africa, and at the end of the inscription,
Baritio states he is veteranus cohortis eiusdem, heres eius amicus. We find a very sim-
ilar expression in the epitaph of P. Aelius CI. Lucus, originally from Thessalonica and
who died in Aquincum™. Both he and the dedicator, also friend and heir, were veterans
of the legio I Adiutrix. Coincidence of friend and heir appears in another four epigraphs
in the corpus, all referring to soldiers®!. This reflects a general reality across the Empire,
where the epigraphic record indicates connections between heir and deceased particu-
larly in the military milieu. Indeed, the identification of amicus et heres is attested al-
most exclusively among soldiers*. In such cases, the term amicus does not aim to de-
fine a social feeling but rather to establish the relationship between testator and heir and
consequently amicus is really a form of legal information3. This circumstance is ex-
plained by the frequent absence of family or kinship ties amongst soldiers. However
this was not always so, as a case is known in which the heres extended the dedication
to the wife and children of the amicus®*.

Another favourable situation for the emergence of amicitiae was in the municipal
elite. In the corpus, nine inscriptions (9.78%)>® provide information about friendships
formed among members of local aristocracies. The proportion is especially high in the
provinces of Dacia, with three examples out of the six inscriptions in the region, and
Moesia superior, with four examples out of five attesting to friendship between local
aristocrats.

2 D(is) M(anibus) / M(arcus) Tul(l)ius Fortuna(t)us, / vet(eranus) c(o)h(ortis) (quingenar-
iae) Mau(rorum) d(omo) Africa / vix(it) an(nos) LXX, Sep(timiae) Dubita/[tae] con[iu]gi et filis
eorum Fabius Baritio / [v]et(eranus) coh(ortis) eiusdem heres ei(us) amico bene / mere[n]ti
titfulJum (CIL III 3324).

30 D(is) M(anibus) // P(ublius) Ael(ius) Cl(audia) Lucus / Thessa(lonica) vet(eranus)
leg(ionis) / II Ad(iutricis) et P(ublius) Ael(ius) / Lycus vet(eranus) leg(ionis) / eiusd(em)
(h){a}eres / amico / bene merenti / fecit (CIL 111 10500).

31 Nr. 62, 66, 77, 82. In AE 2010, 1329 (nr. 77), the text says -----—- / secundus her(es) et /
amicus faciendum / curavit, and therefore a military origin is not certain, although it is likely
since the text comes from Aquincum.

32 A good example is the case of the city of Rome, where out of a total of 155 texts referring
to military amici, the explicit indication of the term /eres is only missing from 50 of them (Ricci
2001, 47).

3 C. Ricci speaks of testamentary friendship, strongly conditioned by economic aspects as
well as by the need to receive a burial. Thus, where inscriptions explicitly cite the coexistence of
friendship and the condition of heir, it is not unimaginable that when naming a solider as heres,
the agreement was formalised in the presence of witnesses at the time of writing the will (Ricci
2001, 47).

34 Cf. supra nt. 29.

35 Nr. 45, 80-81, 83, 85, 87-90.
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In the forum of Apulum, a marble pedestal from the time of Marcus Aurelius is
inscribed on the front and left side. The honoured man, C. Cervonius Pap. Sabinus,
was quinquennalis in the colonia Dacica Sarmizegetusa, decurio in Apulum and patron
of a collegium fabri common to both cities. The dedication was made by his friend Sex.
Sentinas Maximus, of whom we know of no post in the town, but for whom friendship
with one of the decurions would undoubtedly have brought advantages. On the left side,
the epigraph states that the reason for the dedication was to thank Cervonius for build-
ing public baths in the town, although the dedicator must have had more private and
personal reasons. One curious aspect is the final formula in the text, L.D.D.D., which
not only shows that the decision to raise the statue and the choice of its position was
sanctioned by order of the decurions but also that the link between C. Cervonius Pap.
Sabinus and Sex. Sentinas Maximus was recognised publicly by the city authorities. The
mention of amici in an official context suggests that this was more than a simple friend-
ship. In this case, it may have been a patronage-type association®’: to have friends
among the decurions, and also among those who were honoured with the ornamenta
decurionalia, as seen in three cases in Moesia superior®, or among municipal magis-
trates and other influential people in the city, was useful to open the way towards public
office and fulfil aspirations of rising in society. Friendship ties were a basis for political
strength and solidity in patronage networks within a city.

Epigraphic documentation of amicitia in Salona

Salona is the city that has contributed the most examples of inscriptions referring to
amicitia. The 43 epigraphs recorded in the capital of Dalmatia amount to 46.74% of
the total catalogued in the Danubian area and 75.44% of the inscriptions in the province.
It is a particularly high number, not only in comparison with other Danubian provinces
but also in comparison to other parts of the Empire, as it is the city with the most epi-
graphs referring to amicitia after Rome itself>°. This should be considered an advantage
allowing the differentiation of particularities about amicitia that is not possible in other
cities.

36 C(aio) Cervonifo] / Pap(iria) Sabino q(uin)[q(uennali) ?] / col(oniae) Dac(icae) dec(uri-
oni) munfi/c]ipi Apul(ensis) / patron(o) / [c]ollegi(i) fabr(um) col(oniae) / [et m]unicipi s(upra)
s(criptorum) pa/[troJno causarum / [piis?]simo amfico] / rarissim[o] / Sex(tus) Sentinas
Maxi/mus anno primo / [flacti municipi / posuit // [Ob] cuius / [sta]tuae dedi/[cat]ionem Lu/[ci]a
Iulia uxor / [C]ervoni per /omnes balne/[as] populo pu/blice oleum / posuit / I(oco) d(ato) d(ecu-
rionum) d(ecreto) (CIL 111 7805).

37 For the acceptance of the term amicus in the sense of cliens, cf. Saller 1989; Konstan
1995; Verboven 2002; Winterling 2008.

3 Nr. 85, 88-89.

3 In Rome, the term amicus appears in 475 inscriptions (Caldelli 2001, 21). After Salona,
the cities where the most cases are known are Aquileia, Mediolanum and Brixia, with 31, 25 and
23 examples each (Gregori 2001, 31). In Gaul, the city with the most epigraphs referring to amici
is Lugdunum, with 22 examples (Mathieu 2012, 382).
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The proportion of funerary epigraphs is greater in Salona than in the rest of the
Danubian provinces, as there are only two votive inscriptions*®. They are generally
texts that provide no further information than the names of the dedicator and dedicatee
and the condition of amici that connected them (24 out of 43, over 55%). There are no
examples of members of senatorial or equestrian ordines, or statues raised in honour of
friends*'. Four epigraphs mention soldiers*’, but only in one of them the soldier is the
person involved in the relationship of friendship**. As regards the municipal elite, there
is only one example of the epitaph of a sevir Augustalis who had a tomb built for him-
self, his wife, children, and freedmen, also including an amicus**.

In most cases the individuals are in a situation of equality and share a similar ono-
mastic structure and also probably the same social condition. The friendship often co-

exists with kinship links. In fact, wife and husband are frequently linked with the amici-

tia®, and it always occupies a preeminent position, demonstrating the dignity that

friendship enjoyed, together with blood or acquired kinship*. Additionally, Salona is
the only place in the Danubian provinces where amicitia between a man and a woman
is recorded?’. This circumstance might indicate an intimate relationship, either inside
or outside marriage, or perhaps a common-law marriage*.

40 These are two ex-votos consecrated to Mithra. One was raised by Terentius Dalmata in

honorem amicorum suorum (nr. 11), and the other was placed by L. Cornelius Apalaustus pro
salute his friend M. Vivus Crestus (nr. 26).

41 This can be compared with the situation in Brixia, where out of a corpus of 23 texts
referring to amici, nine of them are dedications on statues (Gregori 2001, 33).

42 Nr. 12-14,27.

43 This is the epitaph of the veteranus legionis VII Claudiae Fidelis L. Fabius L. f. Saturni-
nus, to whom C. Titius Restitutus donated the locus sepulturae that the soldier shared with his
wife (nr. 13). Possibly also in CIL IIT 8738 (nr. 27), the soldier was involved in the amicitia,
although the epigraph is badly fragmented.

% M(arcus) Satrius M(arci) l(ibertus) Valens / VIv(ir) flecit) sibi et Satriae Eufrosyn(a)e /
co(n)iugi pientissimae et Satrio / Floro f(ilio) Satriae Valentinae f(iliae) liber/tis libertab(us)que
eor(um) h(oc) m(onumentum) h(eredem) n(on) s(equetur) / commune est una cum Stator(io)
Festo / posterisq(ue) eor(um) et Calpurnio Callisto ami(co) / in f(ronte) p(edes) XV in ag(ro)
p(edes) L (ILJug 11 682).

4 Six examples are known of amicitia between a man and a couple (nr. 13, 16, 24-25, 32,
46), and none between a woman and a couple.

46 Caldelli 2001, 28.

47 Nr. 18, 20, 22, 29, 34, 39-40.

4 Amicitia between a man and a woman is known in other cities in the Empire. Determining
the exact type of relationship is not easy. On the one hand it is possible that in some cases they
are contubernium, concubinatus or even iustae nuptiae situations, as it is unlikely they would
refer to a passing sexual relationship as this would rarely be made explicit in an epitaph (Caldelli
2001, 25-26). On the other hand, it is possible that friendship with a woman would be through
her father or husband (Gregori 2001, 33 nt. 18). In contrast, C. A. Williams considers that there
is nothing in the inscriptions that suggests the amicitia between a man and a woman was a dif-
ferent kind of link than the relationship between two male friends or two female friends, that is
to say, a simple friendship (cf. Williams 2012, 96-107).
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Most of the inscriptions in Salona appear to reflect private friendship relation-
ships*, mostly among lower social classes and especially concerned with funerary as-
pects, as indicated by such expressions as locum donavit amicus and locum concessit.
In short, in light of the variety of relationships found in the Danubian provinces as a
whole, and considering the homogeneity of the inscriptions in Salona, in this city amici-
tia may have had a very restricted meaning, referring to affectionate or fraternal types
of relationships rather than to patronage links aimed at strengthening networks of in-
fluence in society.

Appendix I: Inscriptions of amici in the Roman Danubian Provinces

Raetia: 1) CIL I1I 5955. Regensburg.

Noricum: 2) CIL III 4913 = ILLPRON 433. Municipium Claudium Virunum (ager); 3)
CIL III 5217 = ILLPRON 1678. Celeia; 4) CIL 1II 5328 = ILLPRON 1357. Flavia
Solva; 5) CIL III 5662 = CIL III 11805 = ILLPRON 855. Hiirm; 6) ILLPRON 1900.
Spodnje Hoce.

Dalmatia: 7-9) Doclea (Podgorica): 7) CIL 111 12690; 8) CIL 111 12702 = CIL 111 13822
= AE 1897, 9 = ILJug I1I 1831; 9) AE 1976, 525; 10) CIL III 14232. Pituntium; 11—
53): Colonia Martia Iulia Salonae (Solin): 11) AE 1989, 601; 12) CIL III 2006; 13)
CIL III 2022; 14) CIL III 2046; 15) CIL 11 2131; 16) CIL III 2245; 17) CIL III 2277;
18) CIL 111 2307; 19) CIL III 2344; 20) CIL 111 2357 = CIL V *198; 21) CIL II1 2381;
22) CIL 111 2387; 23) CIL III 2475 = CIL III 8635 = CIL V *125,2; 24) CIL III 2522;
25) CIL III 2525; 26) CIL 111 8678; 27) CIL III 8738; 28) CIL III 8928; 29) CIL III
9019; 30) CIL III 9074; 31) CIL 111 9239; 32) CIL 111 9292; 33) CIL III 9351; 34) CIL
111 9365; 35) CIL 111 9399; 36) CIL I11 9488; 37) CIL III 9496; 38) CIL III 12944; 39)
CIL III 12953; 40) CIL III 13927; 41) CIL III 13959; 42) CIL III 14804; 43) CIL III
14827, 1; 44) CIL 111 14886; 45) ILJug 11 682; 46) ILJug II 713; 47) ILJug III 2022;
48) ILJug I11 2142; 49) ILJug 111 2197; 50) ILJug 111 2617 = AE 1934, 284; 51) ILJug
111 2728; 52) ILJug II1 2745; 53) AE 2001, 1623; 54) CIL III 9926b. Burnum; 55) K.
A. Giunio, Asseria 5 (2007) 155156, n°® 4. Asseria; 56) CIL 111 2864 = CIL III 9960.
Nedinum; 57) CIL II1 9962. Nedinum; 58) CIL III 2916 = CIL 111 9984. lader (Zadar);
59) CIL IIT 8361 = CIL III 12721. Domavia (Srebrenica); 60) CIL IIT 15068. Raetinium
(Bihac); 61) ILJug III 1930. Hardomilje; 62) ILJug III 2956 = AE 1980, 689. Punta
Kriza; 63) CIL III 3174a = CIL V *198. Dalmatia Incerta.

Pannonia superior: 64) CIL 11T 10880 = AE 1891, 38. Poetovio; 65) CIL 111 4148. Al-
solendva; 66) RIU 11 546. Brigetio; 67) RIU Sup. 114 = AE 1995, 1260. Banom; 68)
CIL III 4486. Carnuntum; 69) AE 1983, 760. Carnuntum.

4 As occurs in the provinces of Gaul and Germania, where most of the 130 inscriptions that

record amicitiae associate the link with the private and personal sphere (cf. Mathieu 2012, 379—
380).
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Pannonia inferior: 70) AE 1990, 856. Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica); 71) AE 1998,
1052. Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica); 72) CIL I1I 3324 = RIU IV 1012 = RIU IV 1037
= AE 1990, 825. Lussonium; 73) RIU V 1212 = AE 1975, 702 = AE 1977, 639. Inter-
cisa; 74) RIU V 1253 = AE 1988, 942. Intercisa; 75) CIL 111 3607 = CIL III 10387 =
TitAq II 744. Aquincum; 76) CIL III 10500 = TitAq II 509. Aquincum; 77) TitAq II 808
= AE 2010, 1329. Aquincum; 78) RIU 111 911. Ulcisia castra.

Dacia: 79) CIL 111 1027 =IDR 111 5, 97. Apulum; 80) CIL III 7805 = AE 1996, 1276 =
IDR III 5, 446. Apulum; 81) CIL III 1495 = IDR 111 2, 126. Sarmizegetusa; 82) CIL 111
14216, 7 = IDR 1I 43. Drobeta (Turnu-Severin); 83) IDR II 50 = AE 1944, 61 = AE
1980, 775. Drobeta (Turnu-Severin); 84) ILD 784. Samum.

Moesia superior; 85) CIL 111 14501, 1. Ratiaria; 86) ILJug 11 516. Municipium Darda-
norum; 87) AE 1973, 477 = IMS VI 31. Scupi (Zlokucane); 88) CIL III 7422. Almus
89) IMS 2 25 =ILJug III 1317. Timacum Minus (Ravna).

Moesia inferior: 90) CIL III 14416 = AE 1900, 155 = AE 1961, 208 = AE 1999, 1326.
Oescus (Gigen); 91) AE 1939, 121. Novae (Svishtov); 92) AE 2004, 1278. Capidava
(Crucea).
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L. MIHAILESCU-BiRLIBA — A. IBBA "

Vicus Bad[---] : la contribution de 1’épigraphie
a la reconstruction du tissu socio-culturel d’un village
de la Moesia Inferior (I°—III° siecle ap. J.-C.)

Planches 1-5

Introduction

Ces derniéres années, grace a une collaboration entre les Universités de Sassari et de
lasi et I'Institut de Recherche Eco-Muséale de Tulcea, les recherches de surface
effectuées dans la zone de Mihai Bravu (PI. 1, Fig. 1) ont mis au jour non seulement
des vestiges archéologiques, mais aussi de nouvelles inscriptions. Les inscriptions
inédites, auxquelles s’ajoutent les anciens textes déja publiés provenant de Mihai
Bravu, forment aujourd’hui un petit corpus qui nous offre une image assez cohérente
de Dl’organisation et de la population de I’ancien village. Dans cet article, nous
donnerons un bref apercu sur 1’archéologie du site, une présentation des inscriptions,
en les groupant par catégorie (textes concernant 1’organisation du vicus, inscriptions
votives et épitaphes) et enfin les conclusions historiques sur les aspects sociaux,
juridiques et économiques qui ressortent de I’analyse des textes. En annexe, un
catalogue de sources présentera les détails techniques de chaque inscription et un petit
commentaire. Les inscriptions de notre corpus apparaissent dans notre texte avec
I’abréviation T, suivie par le numéro inscrit dans le catalogue.

Cette enquéte a été menée dans le cadre du projet de recherche « (L)Ibida. Una citta
romana ai confini dell’impero, le sue necropoli, il suo territorio », coordoné par Mihaela Iacob
et Dorel Paraschiv (ICEM de Tulcea en Roumanie) et par Alessandro Teatini e Antonio Ibba,
(Dipartimento di Scienze Umanistiche e Sociali, Uniss, en Italie), selon un accord signé le
21/01/2013 entre 1’Université de Sassari (UNISS) et ’Institut de Recherche Eco-Muséale de
Tulcea (ICEM). (http://www.arheologie-ibida.eu/echipa_de cercetare-i6), avec la contribution
du Ministero degli Affari Esteri Italiano (MAECI), et du projet PN-III-P4-ID-PCE-2020-0383,
financé par le Conseil National de la Recherche Scientifique de Roumanie (CNCS). Nous
remercions Mihaela Iacob de nous avoir confié I’étude de ce nouveau matériel, nos amis Andrei
Opait, Alexandru Avram, loan Piso, Radu Ardevan et Alessandro Teatini pour avoir partagé avec
nous leurs observations sur le site de Mihai Bravu. Bien que congu conjointement, les §§ 1,2.1,
2.4 sont signés par Antonio Ibba, I’Introduction et les §§ 2.2-2.3, 3 par Lucretiu Mihailescu-
Birliba. Dans le Catalogue Ibba a signé les notices T1-T2, T9-T14 ; Mihailescu-Birliba les
notices T3-T8.
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1. Le fort romain et son histoire

Entre les villages de Mihai Bravu et de Turda, dans le département de Tulcea, en
Dobroudja' (le nord de la province romaine de Mésie, puis de Moesia Inferior, qui
deviendra, a I’époque du Bas-Empire, la nouvelle province Scythia Minor), sur un
mamelon situé immédiatement a gauche de la route 229, au long de la fertile vallée de
Taita, les restes d’un quadriburgium, déja identifié en 1917 par Konrad Skorpil et
étudié entre 1987—1990 par Andrei Opait? sont bien visibles (P1. 1, Fig. 2).

La structure (40 x 34 m ; murs peut-€tre hauts de 3 m), érigée contre les incursions
des Carpes et des Goths probablement par Constantin apres sa victoire sur Licinius,
présente quatre tours d’angle circulaires (P1. 1, Fig. 3)° et faisait partie d’un vaste
systéme intégré de défense le long de la route qui reliait /bida a Troesmis et
Noviodunum et qui comprenait aussi les forts de Cerna, Izvoarele et Niculitel ainsi que
les horrea de Enisala (Constantiana), de Babadag (Tropaichioi) et de Horia*.

Une cinquantaine de métres au sud du mamelon, les recherches de surface ont mené
a I’identification d’un vaste habitat rural (peut-&tre un carré 800 x 800 m), daté entre le
milieu du I siécle ap. J.-C. et la fin du IV® siecle, sur lequel nous avons
malheureusement peu d’informations archéologiques®, mais d’ou provient une
douzaine d’inscriptions, chronologiquement homogénes, en partie remployées dans les
structures du fort® et pour la plupart inédites. Elles constituent une source précieuse
pour la reconstruction partielle de la vie institutionnelle et sociale de ce vicus, [’'une des
nombreuses agglomérations apparues entre le I* et le III° si¢cle ap. J.-C. dans cette
région’.

Apres la bataille d’Adrianople, le quadriburgium fut vraisemblablement
abandonné, de méme probablement que le vicus, qui s’était développé a ses cOtés : en
effet, vers le début du V* siecle la traditionnelle organisation du territoire en villae et
vici, qui avait caractérisée la période précédente, prend fin, et la population rurale

1" TIR L 35, Bukarest 1969, 51, plus précisément a 800 m de Mihai Bravu et a 1260 m de
Turda, & 7 km au nord-ouest de la ville de Babadag.

2 Opait 1989, 364 ; Opait et al. 1991, 192 nt. 1 ; Opait et al. 1992, 107 ; Opait 2004, 109 ;
Béjenaru 2010, 30, 154, 171 ; Lungu 2015, 35.

3 Sur cette typologie des fortifications, voir Bajenaru 2010, 78, 172-173, 227.

4 Aparaschivei 2010, 154 ; Bdjenaru 2010, 30-31 ; pour Troemis, Noviodoum et Ibida, voir
Lungu 2015, 105-112, 119-122.

> Opaif et al. 1992, 107 ; Vizauer et al. 2001, 144-145 ; Opait 2004, 109 ; Aparaschivei
2010, 107. Parmi le matériel découvert, nous pouvons évoquer des fragments d’amphore « Late
Roman 2 », en usage entre le IV® et le VII® siécle ap. J.-C. ; Mihaela Iacob a identifié des pieces
de monnaie en circulation entre Claude et le [V® siécle ap. J.-C.

6 Qutre les inscriptions présentées dans ce catalogue, une recherche de surface menée en
2016 a révélé parmi les structures d’une tour du burgus les fragments d’une colonne de calcaire,
provenant d’un batiment public ou privé du vicus.

7 Barbulescu 2001, 88-96.
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semble avoir cherché refuge dans les villes fortifiées et dans les castra, qui demeuraient
inexpugnables pour les Goths®.

2.1. Le vicus et ses magistri

Le nom du village est fourni par une petite plaque fragmentaire de calcaire local
(T1), inédite et exposée au Musée de Tulcea. Elle portait probablement une dédicace a
une divinité ou & ’empereur, ou pour tous les deux, placé par les veterani et cives
Romani consistentes vico Bad/[---]°.

La paléographie invite a dater le monument entre les époques antonine et
sévérienne. L’inscription a été rédigée sub cura agente ou agentibus, variante d’une
formule attestée probablement dans une deuxiéme dédicace trouvée a Mihai Bravu (T2)
et aujourd’hui perdue. La formule, bien connue dans I’Empire, se référait fréquemment
aux fonctionnaires impériaux, mais en Moesia Inferior elle était utilisée aussi pour les
magistri, pour le quaestor du vicus ou pour les archontes de la regio d’Istros'® : Aelius
Carinus (T2) était probablement un magister de vicus Bad/[---], la plus haute autorité
dans le village'!, en charge a4 un moment entre le fin du II° et le début du III° siécle,
comme le suggere le gentilice Aelius, vraisemblablement li¢ a la citoyenneté romaine
donnée (4 lui-méme ou a son pére) par Hadrien ou Antonin le Pieux'? : son origine est
incertaine'®, mais d’aprés les inscriptions nous savons que les magistri des vici

8 Bajenaru 2010, 23, 185 ; Poulter 2013, 6376, en particulier 73-74 ; Lungu 2015, 34—
35. D’autre part, il n’y a aucune trace d’établissements Goths dans cette partie du bassin du
Danube jusqu’a 408 ap. J.-C.

®  Courtes notes dans Opait et al. 1992, 107 ; Barbulescu 1998, 240 ; Barbulescu 2001, 94,
179 ; Avram 2007, 97, 107 no. 17 ; Aparaschivei 2010, 107.

10 Mancini 1922, 13221324 : sub cura agente / agentibus (ou, plus fréquemment, sub cura
+ génitif), indiquaient 1’attribution de missions limitées dans les temps pour 1’exercice d’une
fonction publique ; mis a part notre T1 et peut-étre T2, on connait en Moesia inferior seulement
les expressions cura(m) ou cura agente / agentibus voir p. e. AE 1966, 356 ; 1988, 986-989 ;
2003, 1550 ; IScM 1 324-326, 344-347, 349, 351 ; IScM V 123, 268 ; dans le vicus Novus, donc
pas loin du vicus Bad/[---] on connait sub cura{m} + ablatif (IScM V 233). Pour apercu général
sur les vici, voir Avram 2007, 104—109.

11 Poulter 1980, 734-735 ; Bérard 1992, 101-102 ; Aparaschivei 2015, 28-30, 40-43.

12 Les Aelii sont bien attestés en Moesia Inferior, en particulier a Istros et dans son
territoire : on les retrouve p.e. a Tomis (IScM 11, 200), Callatis (AE 1981, 753), Istros (IScM 11
268 et 302 ; IV 98), dans le vicus Quintionis (IScM 1 326-327 et 330, peut-étre 340), dans le
vicus Clementianensis (ISCM 11 134 =V 92), a Ulmetum (IScM V 90 : un buleuta de Istros), Cius
(IScM 'V 123-124), Troesmis (IScM V 159, 164-165 170-172), Noviodumum (IScM V 276),
Halmyris (AE 1991, 1382, 1384 et 1388 ; 2010, 1428 et 1432—1433). On pourrait penser soit a
un immigré (voir infra) soit a un affranchi impérial, a un soldat des troupes auxiliaires ou a un
pérégrin promu a titre personnel sous Hadrien ou Antonin le Pieux, cf. e. g. Aparaschivei 2010,
377 et les réflexions de Mihailescu-Birliba 2012, 93-94.

1311 porte un surnom d’origine latine (Kajanto 1965, 284) dérivé de Carus, mais attesté
surtout dans les Gaules ; en Mésie Inférieure, le non est connu seulement a Halmyris (CIL 111
14214.24 : exarchus bis) ; toutefois le choix d’un anthroponyme qui fait référence au monde
romain pouvait étre lié¢ non a I’origine de son porteur, mais a une décision délibérée « politique »
(infra, § 2.4), bien compréhensible dans le chef d’un notable local comme un magister.
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« civiles » pouvaient étre soit des cives Romani ou Latini, ou bien des peregrini, en
particulier des Thraces et des Grecs, dont certains peut-étre étaient des Getae
hellénisés'*.

Sur la formule veterani et cives Romani consistentes, dont le dossier pour la
Dobroudja a été récemment repris par Avram'’, et sur les différents types de vicus'® on
a développé au cours des vingt derniéres années un débat qui ne peut pas étre résumé
ici. Dans notre cas, le vicus a été habitée par des veterani, anciens légionnaires de la V'
Macedonica (qui stationnait a Troesmis) ou anciens auxiliaires ou classiarii de
Noviodunum"’, récompensés a la fin du service avec un domaine, et par des cives
Romani consistentes, probablement identifiables avec des commercants et des colons
immigrés dans cette partie de la province, organisés en conventus dans le village, mais
sans y avoir le domicilium. 11 est vraisemblable que cette « association », constituée
pour défendre les intéréts communs des Romains, ait collaboré avec les vicani, en
particulier dans la construction de batiments ou pour exprimer leur loyauté a Rome et
a ’empereur 8.

Les vici, en dépit de leurs magistrats, dépendaient administrativement d’un centre
plus grand et autonome, qui ne possédait pas forcément des institutions romaines, ou
dépendaient du patrimonium principis'® : dans notre cas on pourrait supposer que la
petite agglomération de Mihai Bravu dépendait de Troesmis®, d’Istros*', moins

14 Petculescu 2005, 36-38 ; Mihailescu-Birliba 2012, 93-95 ; Aparaschivei 2015, 28-30 ;
Ibba 2016, 365, 369-370.

15 Sur les cives Romani consistentes, cf. Bounegru 1986 ; Bérard 1993 ; Kovacs 2000 ; van
Andringa 2003 ; Avram 2007 ; Bourigault 2011.

16 Sur les vici, voir les différentes opinions défendues par Tarpin 2002, 7—14, 53-86, 261—
280 ; Letta 2005 ; Letta 2008 ; Todisco 2011, 9-27, 57-132 ; Leveau 2012 ; Aparaschivei 2015,
30-32 ; Ibba 2016. Assez bien répandus en Mésie Inférieure entre 1’époque des Antonins et le
III° siécle, ils se trouvaient surtout prés des routes principales (Poulter 1980, 729-738 ;
Aparaschivei 2010, 238-246). Cette caractéristique se retrouve aussi pour le de vicus Bad/[---].

17 Sur I’armée en Moesia Inferior avant la tétrarchie, voir Matei-Popescu 2010, 35-53, 167—
249 ; voir aussi infira § 2.2.

18 Bérard 1992, 92-95 ; van Andringa 2003, 49-52, 57-59 ; Bourigault 2011, 65-67, 69—
71,78, 83-86 (cf. infra § 2.3).

19 Tbba 2016, 365-372 ; pour les vici dans le patrimonium Caesaris voir aussi Bérard 1993,
72-74. L’hypothese a été reprise également par Ioan Piso lors du Congres dans la discussion qui
a suivi cette présentation : nous le remercions pour cette suggestion.

20 Sur le territoire de Troesmis : Aparaschivei 2010, 105-113, 144-145, 197-205 ; voir
aussi Barbulescu 2001, 84-91 : toutefois il est douteux qu’il ait correspondu aux anciens prata
legionis (p.ex. avec différentes opinions : Mocsy 1974 ; Vittinghoff 1974 ; Bérard 1992 ; Kovacs
2000, 41-50). La ville obtint le statut municipal peut-étre sous Marc Aurele.

21 A la colonie grecque d’Istros, sur la cote ouest du Pontus, fut attribuée une regio étendue
(Barbulescu 2001, 31-47, 72, 99, 109, 139-151 ; Avram 2006, 66—67 ; Avram 2007, 97, 101 ;
Matei-Popescu 2013, 212-227) qui comprenait des vici ou habitaient veterani et cives Romani
consistentes, certains avec une forte présence de Thraces (cf. supra nt. 12, 14) ; un notable du
vicus Quintionis, lui aussi un Thrace, avait des intéréts a Ibida (IScM 1326 de 149 ap. J.-C.; V
229, cf. Mihailescu-Birliba 2011, 108-109, 118), donc dans une zone adjacente a Mihai Bravu.
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probablement de la trés voisine Ibida®* ou, a une plus grande distance, de
Noviodunum™®, sans que ’on puisse écarter la possibilité d’un village fondé sur les
praedia impériales®*,

La documentation disponible ne permet pas de trouver une solution définitive a cette
question. On notera toutefois que, contrairement aux autres vici de la Dobroudja, notre
village ne porte pas un nom d’origine latine ou grecque, qui dans de nombreux cas est
attribuable aux anciens propriétaires ou aux conductores des praedia privés®, mais
pourrait se connecter au substrat thrace ou celtique®®, comme c’est aussi le cas dans la
Bulgarie du nord (la partie méridionale de la Mésie Inférieure)?’. Il pourrait étre dérivé
du théonyme Badoniae, mentionné exclusivement a Apulum et dont on propose une
origine celte?®. Il est donc possible que, comme dans le nord de la Bulgarie, entre
Oescus et Odessos, cette agglomération rurale se soit formée au cours du I* siécle ap.
J.-C. a partir d’éléments d’origine thrace®.

2.2 Les inscriptions concernant les militaires

Comme nous 1’avons mentionné auparavant, le vicus Bad[---] a probablement été
fondé¢ au I siecle ap. J.-C., a la méme époque que d’autres villages connus entre Oescus
et Odessos, et aurait été habité originellement par des éléments d’origine thrace® : cette
hypothése est confirmée, a notre avis, par le diplome militaire (T3) trouvé dans le

22 Opait et al. 1992, 104, 107 ; Barbulescu 2001, 91-96, en particulier 94 ; Aparaschivei
2010, 239 nt. 16. En raison de I’'importance de la cité au Bas-Empire, on a supposé qu’lbida était
une civitas stipendiaria déja a la moitié du II° siécle ap. J.-C. (Suceveanu 1977, 71-72) et que
dans son territoire furent fondés vicus Novus (Babadag?) et vicus Petrae (Camena): cf.
Aparaschivei 2010, 239-240. Toutefois il n’y a pas de preuves certaines de 1’existence d’une
civitas pendant le Haut-Empire (Mihailescu-Birliba 2011, 115-120 ; Iacob et al. 2015, 559-560).

23 Sur le territoire de Noviodunum, municipe a partir de I’époque sévérienne, cf. Barbulescu
2001, 7683 ; Aparaschivei 2010, 115-117. L’hypothése que le vicus Bad/[---] dépendait de la
ville est de Avram 2007, 97, 107 nr. 17.

2% En Moesia Inferior nous pouvons penser aux établissements des regiones Montanensium
et Dimensium (cf. Bérard 1992, 91-92 ; Matei-Popescu 2014, 187—188 ; voir aussi Ivanov / Luka
et al. 2015, 204-205, 221, 244) et de Kovachevsko Kale, au sud de Abritus en Bulgarie ; en
Dobroudja un texte de vicus Clementianensis (IScM 1I 160) mentionne un affranchi ou un
procurateur impérial, peut-étre engagé dans la gestion du patrimoine du princeps.

25 Poulter 1980, 734735 ; Barbulescu 2001, 139-196 ; Aparaschivei 2015, 32-33.

26 Voir infra § 2.2.

27 Poulter 1980, 734. Voir les toponymes de certains vici en Bulgarie du nord : vicus
Longinopara (ILBulg 209, Baltac 2011, 257) ; vicus Bres[---] (RMD V 317 ; Baltac 2011, 259) ;
vicus Dizerpera (RMD V 463 ; Baltac 2011, 259) ; vicus Saprisara (CIL VI 2933, Baltac 2011,
259) ; vicus Zinesdina Maior (RMD V 311, Baltac 2011, 259-260) etc.

28 CILIII 14471 = IDR [IL.5 37 = ILS 9335 = AE 1901, 29 (4pulum), cf. Sanie 1970, 295—
298, contra Nemeti 2013, 140-141. Pour les toponymes d’origine celtique, voir Barbulescu 2001,
99, 131.

2% Poulter 1980, 733—734, 738. Pour la présence de Thraces & vicus Bad/[---], voir infra §
2.2.

30 Poulter 1980, 734.
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village de Mihai Bravu, attribué au tesserarius Tarsa, fils de Duzius, un marin de la
flotte de Ravenne, probablement un Bessus selon la restitution proposée par Petolescu
et Popescu®!, et a son fils Macedo, dont le nom est latinisé. Nous ne reprenons pas en
détail le commentaire de ce diplome : cela a été fait a I’occasion de sa publication. Qu’il
suffise de rappeler ici que le document s’inscrit dans une série des constitutions
impériales promulguées par Vespasien pour les marins en récompense de leur support
durant la guerre civile (du 26 février 70 au 5 avril 71).

Il est évident que le marin, qui avait atteint le rang de tesserarius™, rentre chez lui.
Il n’est pas entiérement certain que sa maison ait été a Mihai Bravu, mais la présence
de Thraces dans les milieux villageois de Mésie Inférieure est habituelle. Il faut rappeler
les communautés des Bessi consistentes et des Lai consistentes sur le territoire
d’Istros™? et les Lai consistentes sur les territoires d’Istros et de Tomis. Petolescu et
Popescu ont proposé, pour le deuxiéme fragment du diplome, la restitution Besso, ce
qui est plausible. La date du document permet de déduire que Tarsa était établi dans la
région au moins du temps de Néron, avant son recrutement. Vers la méme époque,
d’autres Thraces sont encore mentionnés dans les sources en tant que recrues de la
flotte : Sparticus, fils de Diuzenus, soldat de la flotte de Miséne, a été libéré en 5434 ;
Tyraesus® et Dules, fils de Datus>®, ont fini leur service dans la legio I Adiutrix, en 68
et 70, or la 1égion était formée d’anciens marins. Hezbenus, fils de Dulazenus, soldat
de la flotte de Miséne, est libéré le 9 février 71%7. Tyraesus était aussi rentré dans son
village.

Pour conclure, on peut dire que Tarsa est retourné vivre dans une communauté de
Thraces habitant, selon toutes probabilités, le village de Mihai Bravu. Dans cette
perspective, on pourra restituer a la ligne 1 du TI1 : c(ives) R(omani) et Bessi
consistentes (Pl. 2, Fig. 6), mais en 1’absence de tout autre élément, nous préférons
restituer la forme non-abrégée c(ives) Romani consistentes3s.

Tout comme dans la localité voisine de Nifon, ou on retrouve des beneficiarii du
temps de Marc Auréle et d’Elagabale®, il est probable qu’une statio fut établie a
proximité du vicus Bad/[---], avec pour mission de contrdler la voie qui menait d’/bida

31 Sur Tarsa, Detschew 1957, 492-494 ; Moretti 1978, 39 ; Mocsy 1983, 282 ; Solin 1995,
436 ; Eck / Pangerl 2004, 261.

32 Sur les tesserarii et notamment sur les tesserarii dans la flotte romaine, voir la discussion
avec la bibliographie dans Chiriac et al. 2004, 267-268.

3 Pour les Bessi consistentes, IScM 1, 324, 326-328, 330, 332. Pour les Lai consistentes
dans le territoire d’Istros, voir IScM 1 343-347, 349. Voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba 2012, 94-95.

3 CIL XVI 1. Voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba / Dumitrache 2012, 10-11.

35 RMD III 136. Voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba / Dumitrache 2012, 11-12.

36 CIL XVI 10. Voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba / Dumitrache 2012, 13-14.

37 CIL XVI 12. Voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba / Dumitrache 2012, 12.

38 Voir toutefois le commentaire a T1 dans le catalogue : la formule c(ives) R(omani) et
Bessi était plus courante que celle c(ives) R(omani) avec le mot Romani abrégé.

3 IScM V, 247, 248 ; de Nifon provient aussi une fibule a inscription, présente seulement
dans le milieu militaire : Mihailescu-Birliba / Chiriac 2006, 423-430.



Vicus Bad[---] : la contribution de I’épigraphie 21

a Noviodunum™®. Un texte de Mihai Bravu (T4) rappelle I’ex voto pro salute accompli
par T. Caelius Cat[us]*', beneficiarius des gouverneurs Cn. Suellius Rufus et Cosconius
Gentianus : la formule utilisée peut suggérer un rapport personnel entre Catus et les
deux legati Augusti**.

Sur Cosconius Gentianus en tant que gouverneur de la Mésie Inférieure, cette
inscription méme a donné lieu a une discussion assez longue. Ce personnage était connu
par I’intermédiaire de monnaies de Marcianopolis et de Nicopolis ad Istrum datables
du régne de Septime Sévere*’. D’autres documents épigraphiques sont venus enrichir
le dossier de Cosconius Gentianus. 11 a été identifié dans une inscription d’Olbia, datée
de 197 (mais ot son nom est conservé dans un état fragmentaire)* et dans un fragment
d’inscription a Barbosi*®. Un autre texte, dédié a la déesse Fortune a Oescus et daté par
la titulature de Commode entre 189 et 191, a déterminé E. Dorutiu-Boila a considérer
[Su]ellius Rufus comme la méme personne que Cosconius Gentianus et a dater
Iexercice de son gouvernement en Mésie Inférieure entre 191 et 1944, Contre cette
explication et contre cette datation s’est prononcé P. M. M. Leunissen, qui pense pour
sa part, d’aprés un passage de 1’Historia Augusta*’, que le gouverneur de cette période
fut P. Septimius Geta®®. 11 voit donc en Cn. Suellius Rufus et Cosconius Gentianus deux
personnages distincts et considére, que le premier a été gouverneur de 184 a 192 et le
deuxiéme de 197 4 198. Son avis est partagé par D. Boteva®. Un document relativement
récent, rédigé en grec et trouvé a Callatis, mentionne un gouverneur Gentianus Ge/---
J3°. Les éditeurs du texte, A. Avram et M. Barbulescu, se sont ralliés a 1’opinion de
Leunissen et de Boteva. Les éditeurs de la Prosopographia Imperi Romani enfin ont
également rejeté 1’opinion d’E. Dorutiu-Boila, en considérant qu’on ne peut pas lier les
deux noms>®'. Nous nous rallions aussi a ces conclusions : il s’agit donc de deux
sénateurs différents, Rufus, gouverneur de 184 a 192, et Gentianus, legatus Augusti de

40 Opait et al. 1992, 107. Voir aussi Poulter 1980, 736-737 sur la fondation des stationes
afin de garantir la sécurité de la campagne. La faible densité de la population rendait nécessaire
cette fondation : voir aussi une inscription d’ Ulmetum attestant 1’implication des villageois dans
la réfection d’une voie publique (IScM V, 60).

41 Dorutiu-Boila 1985, 197-203. Voir aussi CBFIR 642 = CERom V 352 = AE 1985, 725 ;
Opait 1992, 107 ; Aparaschivei 2010, 107. On pourrait aussi penser & un Ca/to].

4 11 est intéressant d’observer que la formule utilisée n’est pas celle qui était devenue
habituelle aprés la réforme censée étre entrée en vigueur entre 155 et 170 (Dise 1997, 273-283),
lorsque les beneficiarii sont devenus des éléments plus stable de I’officium du gouverneur. Cest
ce qui fait supposer que, dans ce cas-ci, le beneficiarius a probablement voulu exprimer un
rapport personnel avec les deux gouverneurs.

4 Pick 1898, 198-199.

4 TOSPE 1%, 174 = IGRR I 854.

4 ISeM V 294,

4 AE 1987, 893 + AE 2006, 1202.

47 SHA, Severus, 8, 10.

48 Leunissen 1989, 198. Voir aussi Wachtel 1987, 284-287 ; Ivanov 1987, 35.

4 Boteva 1996, 239-241.

50 Avram / Barbulescu 1992, 178—181.

31 PIR? VIL.2 S 591-592.
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197 a 198. L’association de leurs noms dans ce texte peut indiquer que Catus a servi
dans la statio a deux moments différents, comme cela est attesté dans d’autres cas 2.

Comme nous 1’avons déja rappelé, deux autres beneficiarii sont également connus
a Nifon, non loin de Mihai Bravu dans des textes datant de Marc Auréle et
d’Héliogabale®®. De Nifon provient aussi une fibule inscrite, que 1’on ne retrouve que
dans le milieu militaire>*. La présence du beneficiarius 3 Mihai Bravu, village situé sur
la route d’Ibida a Noviodunum, plaide donc en faveur de I’existence d’une statio dans
ce village. En prenant en compte 1’établissement des militaires avec la communauté
villageoise, formée également de citoyens, il semble probable que I’inscription est
postérieure a 198.

2.3. Autres inscriptions votives

La présence de soldats et de vétérans a certainement favorisé la diffusion du culte
de Iuppiter Optimus Maxinus Dolichenus, auquel sont consacrés de nombreux textes
votifs en Mésie Inférieure, surtout dans le milieu rural, et qui était I’objet d’une piété
particuliére dans ce segment de la population™ : il s’agit de monuments datables du I1I°
siécle, érigés dans certains cas par des sacerdotes hellénophones, orientaux ou
sémitiques. Dans le vicus Bad[---] une telle dédicace est attestée par I’intermédiaire
d’un autel aujourd’hui perdu, mais signalé par A. Opait et A. Avram (T5), voué par un
anonyme pour le salut de Caracalla et de Iulia Domna (212-217)%, et par un ex voto
simple érigé par un certain Atidius, probablement au III° siécle (T6)%". En ce qui
concerne la premiére inscription, I’état de conservation de la pierre et la photo ne nous
permettent pas de dire si le nom du dédicant était mentionné.

Dans le milieu rural de Mésie Inférieure, les textes consacrés a Jupiter Dolichenus
ne sont pas rares. Ainsi, a Cerna et dans le vicus Quintionis, des sacerdotes de cette
divinité font ériger des autels votifs®. Des sacerdotes du dieu syrien sont également
connus a Sacidava®, Niculitel®, Valea Teilor®! et Gorsko Kosovo (Emporium

52 Par exemple CIL I11 3949 = A1J 533 = CBI 310 ; CBI 169 = AE 1996, 1163 ; RSO 92 =
CBI 173 = AE 1978, 525.

33 1SecM V 247, 248. Sur les beneficiarii dans les cités grecques de Mésie Inférieure, voir
aussi Matei-Popescu 2014, 184-185.

3% Mihailescu-Birliba / Chiriac 2006, 423—430.

35 Sur le culte de Dolichenus en Mésie Inférieure, voir Poulter 1980, 735 ; Barbulescu 2001,
247-248, 250.

56 Opait et al. 1992, 107 ; Aparaschivei 2010, 107. Le texte (212-217) est perdu mais on
dispose d’une photo et d’une transcription.

57 Opait et al. 1992, 107 et Aparaschivei 2010, 107 y font juste une allusion sans examiner
le fond de I’inscription.

8 Cerna: IScM V 219 (principat de Sévére Alexandre) ; vicus Quintionis : IScM 1 340
(régne de Caracalla).

3 AE 1998, 1144 (III° s.).

60 1ScM V 249 (époque de Caracalla).

61 IScM V 245 (régne de Sévére Alexandre).
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Piretensium)®?. On remarque ainsi la pénétration du culte dans le milieu rural et vicus
Bad[---] ne fait pas exception.

Certains de ces sacerdotes portent des noms révélant leur appartenance a un milieu
hellénophone, oriental ou sémitique (lulius Alexander & Sacidava, Polydeuces
Theophili a Niculitel, Aurelius Antiochianus & Gorsko Kosovo, Flavius Damas et
Aurelius Barsemon a Valea Teilor). Il faut aussi signaler que tous les textes datent du
II1°¢ siécle. Le nom du dédicant de Mihai Bravu n’est pas conservé sur la pierre, mais le
texte date du régne de Caracalla. Quant au deuxieme vceu pour Jupiter Dolichenus, la
formule peu habituelle votum libens merito solvit n’est pas mentionnée en Dobroudja
ou en Mésie Inférieure, mais on la retrouve dans la statio de Samum en Dacie, dans un
milieu militaire®®. Le nom d’Atidius, qui n’est pas trés répandu®, est complétement
absent dans les provinces danubiennes, mais bien attesté seulement en Ombrie® et a
Rome®®. Dans ce cas on peut plus probablement parler d’un oriental arrivé dans le vicus
Bad[---] dans la premiére moiti¢ du III° siécle. Il est probable qu’il y avait dans le
village un temple ou un sanctuaire plus simple ou les fidéles, au nom de la communauté
ou en leur nom propre (comme ici) accomplissaient leurs voeux.

Un autre veeu fut réalisé par un autre anonyme pendant le consulat d’une nouveau
couple consulaire (T7) ; I’inscription peut étre datée par la paléographie entre Marc
Auréle et ’époque des Sévéres®”. On peut lire sur la pierre CESTIO et QVINTILLO ou
QVINTILIO. Nous avons identifi¢ Cestius avec L. Cestius Gallus, consul a la fin du II°
ou au début du ITI° siecle®.

Un autre texte est représenté par une inscription probablement votive sur un cippe-
autel en calcaire dur local, duquel seulement la partie médiane est conservée (T8) ;
I’inscription a été érigée par un certain Rammius. Le personnage a un gentilice peu
commun, appartenant soit & un vétéran habitant le milieu rural de Mihai Bravu®, ou
bien a un Thraco-Géte qui avait pris intentionnellement un nom de tradition archaique
ou avait latinisé son ancien nom pérégrin, selon une pratique habituelle chez les

62 CIL III 14427=ILBulg 399 (aprés Caracalla).

6 ILD 00769 = CBI 00525 = Isac 1994, nr. 13 (la paléographie et le support épigraphiques
sont pareils) ; CIL III 822 = Isac 1994, nr. 2.

64 Solin / Salomies 1994, 25.

65 CIL XI 5676-5677, 5680 ; CIL XI 6179 ; CIL XI 7884.

% AE2003,266 ; BCAR 1923 82 ; CIL VI 12712-12713 ; AE 1993, 203 ; NSA-1923-378 ;
CIL VI 2004.

7 Pour comparer les formules, voir IScM V 233 = AE 1901, 51 de Babadag ; AE 1988,
986.

68 PIR?II, C 692. Degrassi (1952, 117) pense qu’il a été consul sous Marc Auréle ou sous
Commode. Plus de détails, dans le commentaire du T7.

8 1’anthroponyme peut étre celte : Ramius / Rammius est attesté en Bretagne & Salinae
(RMD I 8 =RIB I2401.3 = AE 1962, 253) et a Brampton (CIL VII 332 = RIB I 2063 = ILS
4640).
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nouveaux cives’. Dans la regio Histriae, deux textes mentionnent un vicus Ramifani?]
et un vicus Vero/...Jrittiani’".

2.4. Les épitaphes

Une autre source d’information sur la population du vicus est fournie par les
fragments de six steles funéraires en calcaire, elles-mémes remployées dans les murs
du quadriburgium. Ce type d’épitaphes simples est spécifique en Mésie Inférieure pour
la période située entre la premiére moitié du II° et la premiere moitié du III° siécle ap.
J.-C.”%. Elles sont caractérisées par un champ épigraphique rabaissé, relié a la corniche
par une moulure & gorge égyptienne et par un couronnement a sommet triangulaire
(comme probablement dans les fragments T11-T12) ou peut-étre arrondi; dans le
fragment T12 le tympan était vraisemblablement orné d’une couronne vitfata en
relief”. La corniche est pourvue d’une décoration a pampres et grappes, lourde et
grossicrement taillée (T9 et T12), ou de feuilles de lierre (T10), qui dans la plupart des
cas connus par ailleurs sortent d’un canthare en relief, dans la partie inférieure de la
stéle, en dehors du champ épigraphique (peut-étre T11)74. Le rapport semble évident
avec les productions contemporaines de Troesmis, présentes également a Ibida,
Aegyssos et Halmyris, mais moins a Istros et dans ses vici. On pourrait donc supposer
un lien étroit des entre les artisans qui travaillaient a Mihai Bravu et les officinae réunies
autour du camp de la V' Macedonica.

Si nous disposons de peu d’éléments pour interpréter les épitaphes T10, T11, et
peut-étre T14, trop endommagées notamment par le mortier utilisé dans le remploi des
stéles”, on peut en dire davantage sur le texte T9, épitaphe gravée pour le petit Claudius
Fuscus, mort a six ans et enterré par ses parents Claudius Metrodorus et Sura. Le texte
évoquait peut-étre un quatriéme personnage, probablement un parent de Fuscus’®. Seul
le fils porte un surnom latin”’, tandis que son pére a un cognomen grec’s; la mére, peut-
étre une pérégrine ou une affranchie, porte un nom, Sura, qui semble trahir encore une
fois une origine orientale™.

Tulius Silvanus porte également un surnom latin (T12) : son épitaphe a été trouvée
a Turda. Le nom fait référence au culte de Silvanus (attesté¢ surtout dans les villes

Sur ce dernier aspect, voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba 2012, 95.
1. Voir la discussion chez Matei-Popescu / Falileyev 2007, 324 ; Mihailescu-Birliba 2015,

-

161.

72 Conrad 2004, 4043, 46-47 tab. nr. 11.

73 Conrad 2004, 93-94.

74 Conrad 2004, 95.

75 Pour T10, cf. Solin / Salomies 1994, 282, 465, 467.

76 Toutefois, on ne peut exclure la présence d’un court elogium du défunt avec des adjectifs
qui célébraient ses qualités.

77 Kajanto 1965, 238.

78 Solin 2003, 450.

7 Sura pour Syra, anthroponyme peut étre relatif a I’origine de la femme (Solin 2003, 669—
670).
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fortement romanisées, mois a campagne)®’, ou a I’origine du défunt, résidant dans les
silvae®!. Le texte est trop fragmentaire pour tirer des conclusions, mais le formulaire,
la paléographie et le support feraient penser a une épitaphe de la fin du II° ou du début
du III° siecle.

Toujours de Turda provient la stele de Julius Epiphanes, qui est mort a 102 ans,
probablement au cours du I1I° siécle (T13). Encore une fois, comme dans T3 et T9, on
observe I’alternance entre surnoms d’origine grecque (Epiphanes® et Onesimus®®) pour
les personnages de premiére génération, et latine (Julianus, dérivé du nom de sa mére
Iulia ou du gentilice de son grand-pére), pour ceux de la deuxiéme.

Selon Victor Baumann®!, Epiphanes serait le pére de lulia (qui porte donc, soit un
nom unique, soit un surnom identique a son gentilice)® et le grand-pére de (Flavius)
Iulianus, fils de Iulia et de Flavius Onesimus: dans ce cas pater aurait ici la
signification de « chef de la famille ». On observe dans ce contexte 1’association au sein
d’un méme groupe de deux des gentilices les plus fréquents dans le monde romain, Julii
et Flavii, eux-mémes tres répandus en Mésie Inférieure. Leurs porteurs étaient, comme
les Aelii et les Claudii (T2 et T9), immigrés a vicus Bad[---], probablement au début du
II° siécle, afin de participer a I’exploitation agricole de la région®.

Le groupe de lettres OPPI (1. 4) a été interprété par Baumann comme un ensemble
de termes abrégés, o(ratrix) ou o(ratrices) p(ro) pi(etate), expression utilisée pour
désigner le attestée par ailleurs. Une explication plus plausible consiste a y voir le mot
opus, parfois utilisé pour désigner le monument funéraire®’, en conjonction au plus
commun pi(um), mais I’expression est aussi sans correspondance dans 1’épigraphie
latine.

Face a ces perplexités, il est peut-étre plus facile de supposer que OPPI est le pluriel
de Oppius, nomen certes rare, mais déja attesté en Mésie Inférieure®® qui se référait ici
a Iulia et Iulianus. On pourrait alors supposer que lulia avait pris le nom de sa mére,
une Oppia, peut-étre parce que cette derniére, au contraire d’Epiphanes, était une
ingenua, voire une descendante d’immigrés italiques®. Julianus aurait également pris
le gentilice de sa meére, peut-Etre parce qu’il a été reconnu sur le tard par Onesimus ou
parce qu’a 1I’époque de sa naissance Onesimus n’avait pas encore la citoyenneté

80 Alexandrov 2009, 143.

81 Cette hypothése est déja chez Kajanto 1965, 130.

82 Solin 2003, 866.

8 Solin 2003, 986.

8 Baumann 1984, 229.

85 Cette situation est trés rare, mais attestée par exemple a Aquincum (CIL III 3550) ; le
nom de la mére est au contraire trés souvent rappelé dans le surnom, surtout si elle appartenait a
une famille locale importante (Kajanto, 1963, 18-21).

8 Voir supra § 2.1.

87 Voir AE 1992, 1796 de Giufi en Proconsulaire, CIL XII 22 de Vintium dans les Alpes
Maritimae, etc.

8 Par exemple, AE 1995, 1362 de Nicopolis ad Istrum ; 1IScMV 91 de Durostorum.

8 Sur la gens, cf. Cazzona et al. 2003, 171-178.
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romaine®’. Si cette hypothése se confirmait, nous aurions 1a le reflet d’une société trés
dynamique, sans réelles barrieres sociales, comme cela arrivait souvent au niveau
provincial.

3. Conclusions

Le vicus Bad/[---] est situé sur le territoire de I’actuel village de Mihai Bravu. Nous
avons envisagé plusieurs rattachements possibles : Troesmis, Istros, Ibida. Avram
pensait pour sa part qu’il pouvait s’agir d’une dépendance de Noviodunum®'. A notre
avis, vu que la limite septentrionale du territoire d’Istros est Argamum® et comme
Mihai Bravu est situé plus prés de Troesmis et d’Ibida que de Noviodunum, seules ces
derniéres deux possibilités rentrent en ligne de compte. Troesmis est une civitas au
milieu du II° siécle®® et devient peu aprés un municipe. Le statut d’/bida n’est, lui,
malheureusement pas connu, mais en raison de la taille de la ville romaine tardive et
des inscriptions qui y ont été trouvées, on suppose qu’/bida a eu le statut de civitas. On
ne peut donc pas I’exclure comme cité dont le territoire incluait vicus Bad/[---].

Les vétérans et les citoyens Romains colonisés sont attestés dans les vici en Mésie
Inférieure dans la regio Histriae (parfois avec des Thraces colonisés dans les zones
rurales)®, a vicus Novus (peut-étre dans le territoire de Noviodunum)® et dans un vicus
appartenant a une probable regio Tomitana®®. Si, dans le cas des cités grecques,
Alexandre Avram considére la regio comme une solution administrative pour les
citoyens Romains et pour les vétérans d’échapper a 1’autorité pérégrine, ce n’est pas le
cas pour les cités romaines. L’inscription (T1) de Mihai Bravu représente une nouvelle
picce a ajouter a ce dossier. La colonisation romaine est évidente dans ce vicus. Les
vétérans peuvent avoir appartenu a la V¢ 1égion Macedonica, stationnée a Troesmis. La
restitution du méme texte est liée a la question de la présence de Thraces dans la région.
Le diplome du 5 avril 71 (T3) atteste la colonisation des Bessi dés le début de
I’installation des Romains dans la province. Non loin de Mihai Bravu, a /bida, une
communauté des Thraces est attestée®’. Parmi eux, Durises Bithi, est mentionné comme
magister vici dans le vicus Quintionis®®. Nous avons avancé la possibilité que les Bessi
aient été colonisés pour les exploitations miniéres de surface, mais dans le cas du vicus
Bad[---], il est slir qu’a coté des vétérans et des citoyens Romains, il y avait également
des Bessi. L’ancien tesserarius, Tarsa, qui rentre chez lui aprés avoir été libéré de la
flotte en 71, en constitue un exemple.

% Pour ces mécanismes, voir p.e. les réflexions d’Edmondson 2004, 358-359.

91 Avram 2007, 97, 107, nr. 17.

92 IScM I 67-68 ; voir aussi Avram 1990.

9 IScM V 158 ; voir Avram 2007, 93.

9 CIL III 14442, 1ScM 1 138 (veterani et cives Romani consistentes) ; 1IScM 1 324, 326—
328, 330-332 (avec les Bessi colonisés dans le territoire d’Istros). Voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba
2012, 91-98.

% IScM V 233.

6 CIL III 14441.
7 1SecM V 228-229 ; voir aussi Mihailescu-Birliba 2011, 107-109.
8 1ScM 1 326. L’inscription d’Ibida est IScM V 229,

© © ©
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Le vicus Bad[---] a eu ses magistri, comme le montre ’inscription d’Aelius Carinus
(T2) et comme le suggere le texte attestant le nom du village (cura agentibus ...). Il est
possible, comme les inscriptions du territoire d’Istros en font preuve, qu’il y avait aussi
des questeurs. Malheureusement, ce type d’informations manque dans notre dossier
épigraphique.

Il faut aussi signaler que, vers la fin du II° siecle, une statio des beneficiarii est
installée a proximité du village (T4). Il s’agit sans doute d’un point de contrdle de
I’armée sur la route /bida-Noviodunum. La structure sociale du village s’enrichit donc
de la présence de I’armée. Il faut aussi remarquer que le beneficiarius, T. Caelius
Cat[us], est assigné a ’office du gouverneur.

Les citoyens Romains sont représentés par les Aelii (Aelius Carinus), par les Iulii
(un lulius Epiphanes et sa famille, un Julius Silvanus) par les Flavii (Flavius Onesimus)
et par les Claudii (Claudius Metrodorus qui fait ériger 1’épitaphe pour son fils Claudius
Fuscus). Les surnoms grecs (Epiphanes, Metrodorus, Onesimus, Sura) suggérent
qu’une part de la population provient de cités hellénophones, mais leurs porteurs
avaient la citoyenneté depuis plusieurs générations. Il n’est pas exclu, non plus, que la
femme de Metrodorus (Sura), qui pourrait porter le méme gentilice que son mari, soit
une affranchie. De méme, Atidius, fidéle de Jupiter Dolichenus, peut étre soit un
affranchi, soit une personne originaire d’une province hellénophone. Quant au culte de
Jupiter Dolichenus, il faut souligner que deux dédicaces a cette divinité proviennent de
Mihai Bravu, ce qui suppose ’existence d’'une communauté de fideles, voire d’un lieu
de culte, symbole du loyalisme des vikani a ’empereur et 8 Rome®.

Le petit corpus épigraphique du vicus Bad/[---] révele ainsi 1’existence d’une
communauté villageoise ou citoyens Romains, vétérans et Thraces (Bessi) cotoyaient
la population indigéne. Les cives Romani et les veterani étaient constitués en conventus.
On ne sait si les Thraces y étaient inclus. Le vicus était organisé comme les autres
communautés villageoises en Mésie Inférieure et était dirigé par des magistri; des
questeurs s’occupaient probablement des questions financiéres.

Un texte de ce corpus enfin, méme s’il ne fait pas référence au village, se signale,
indépendamment des variantes de lecture, par la mention d’un couple de consuls qui
n’était pas connu jusqu’a présent et qui date probablement de la fin du II° siecle.

Les textes provenant du vicus Bad[---] nous fournissent donc des informations
précieuses sur 1’organisation de I’habitat, sur la structure sociale et sur le cadre
historique qui I’a vu se développer. Ces informations ont un caractére provisoire, vu le
petit nombre de documents disponibles. Pourtant, on découvre déja I’image partielle
d’une organisation villageoise qui peut étre raccordée au tableau plus général de la vie
rurale a I’époque du Haut-Empire en Mésie Inférieure.

9 Alexandrov 2009, 142.
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Catalogue

T1. Inscription trouvée avant 1991 a Mihai Bravu, probablement remployée dans
les murs du quadriburgium. Plaque en calcaire jaunatre, brisée en cinq fragments
jointifs et compléte seulement a gauche; la face postérieure, irréguliére, est
grossi¢rement taillée ; la surface épigraphique est trés usée (Pl. 2, Figs. 4-6).
Dimensions : 31 x 47 x 4,54 cm. Champ épigraphique libre. Capitale allongée ; gravure
profonde et soignée ; lettres rubriquées. Vacat a la 1. 2 (1. 6,5 cm). Une hedera
maladroite a la 1. 1'%, Lettres : 5,88—4,18 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Musée de Tulcea, inv. 41336.

Bibliographie : Opait et al. 1992, 107 ; Avram 2007, 97, 107 n. 17 ; Aparaschivei
2010, 239.

Datation : époque antonine ou sévérienne.

—————— / ve[t(erani)] et c(ives) R[-c 4-] con(vacat)sist[entes] / vico Bad[-c. 4-] sub
cura [agen(tibus) 7] / ------ .

On pourrait supposer une dédicace a I’empereur ou a une divinité (Juppiter
Dolichenus comme dans T5-T6) faite par les magistri du vicus. A la 1. 1 on pourrait
reconstituer soit Rfomani] (Pl. 2, Fig. 5), qui est formule peu courante (CIL III 12266),
soit R(omani) [et Bes(si)] (Pl. 2, Fig. 6) comme dans IScM I 331-332 de vicus
Quintionis. Le nom du village est partiellement connu : Bad/---], avec une lacune de
quatre ou cinq lettres : par exemple Bad/ense] ou Bad[onen(se)].

T2. Inscription trouvée avant 1991 a Mihai Bravu, remployée dans les murs du
quadriburgium et signalée par Opait a Alexandru Avram. Autel probablement en
calcaire brisé en haut et en bas. Capitale ; gravure peu profonde.

Lieu de conservation : perdue.

Bibliographie : inédit.

—————— / cura(m) [age]n/tibus Aeli(o) / [C]arino et / ------

On pourrait aussi reconnaitre a la ligne 1 ’expression sub cura agentibus (CIL 111
3413 = AE 2008, 1123 de Xanten en Germania Inferior ; ISCM V 233 de Vicus Novus ;
voir aussi supra T1) ou, en suivant les notes de Opait et Avram, cura/ge/n/tibus comme
dans CIL IIT 3096 (p. 1038) de Brattia en Dalmatia (curagens theatri), CIL XI 671 de
Forum Cornelii dans la regio VIII (curagente), CIL XIII 7613 = ILS 9183a de Idstein
en Germania Superior (sub curagente) et en Mésie dans CIL III 7506 = IScM V 194
de Troesmis ([c]uragente). L’inscription témoigne irréfutablement de la présence a
vicus Bad[---] d’une paire de magistri (I’existence d’un quaestor est plus douteuse),
dont le nom du premier seulement est conservé ; on notera 1’usage du gentilice abrégé.

T3. (P1. 2, Figs. 7-8) Les deux fragments d’un diplome publiés séparément ; il s’agit
du méme texte. Le premier fragment a comme lieu de provenance Mihai Bravu, ce qui

190 Pour des comparaisons, voir p. ex. Hiibner 1885, nr. 423, 563, 1095, Conrad 2004, nr.
234,241, 243, 308, 380. On pourrait supposer une maladresse dans la disposition du texte par un
lapicide peu expérimenté.
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permet de localiser le lieu de provenance du document. Dimensions du premier
fragment : 7,2 x 3,7 x 0,1 cm ; hauteur des lettres : 0,3—0,5 cm. Deuxiéme fragment :
7,5 x 5x 0,2 cm ; hauteur des lettres : 0,3-0,5 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Musée de Constanta.

Bibliographie : Chiriac et al. 2004, 265-269 + Petolescu / Popescu 2007, 147-149 =
AE 2004, 1282 + 2007, 1232.

Intus :

[Imp(erator) Caesar Vespasianus Augustus, pont(ifex) max(imus), trib(unicia
pot(estate) I, imp(erator VI, p(ater) p(atriae) co(n)s(ul) III, design(atus) IIII,
nauarchis et trierarchis et remigibus qui militauerunt in classe Ravennate sub Sex.
Lucilio] Basso et ant[e emerit[ta [stipendia, quod se in ex]peditione belli forti[ter
industrieque gesserant, ex]Jauctorati sunt et [deducti in Pannoniam, quoJrum nomina
subscr[ipta sunt, ipsis liberis poste]risque eorum ciuiftatem dedit et conubium cum]
uxoribus, quas tund [habuissent, cum est ciuitas]

Extrinsecus :

[iis data, aut siqui caelibes essent, cum iis quas potea duxissent, dumtaxat singul(i)
singul]as. Nonfis April(ibus)], Caesare Aug(usti) f(ilio) Domitiano, [Cn(aeo) pedio
Casco co(ns)s(ulibus)], tesserar[rio] Tarsae Duzi f(ilio) [Besso?] et Macedoni f{ilio)
[eius]. Romae in Capitolio ad afram gentis Iuliae --- ex]trinsecus podi parte
sinfisteriore tab(ula) ... pag(ina)...] loc(o) XX

Une heureuse coincidence fait que la datation (le 5 avril 71), le nom du bénéficiaire
et de son fils, ainsi que le rang du premier dans la flotte de Ravenne ont été conservés.
I1 faut rappeler que le document s’inscrit dans une série des constitutions impériales
promulguées par Vespasien pour les marins en tant que récompense pour leur support
dans la guerre civile (du 26 février 70 au 5 avril 71). Le bénéficiaire s’appelle Tarsa,
fils de Duzius, est son origine est thrace. Son fils porte le nom de Macedo. Il n’est pas
entiérement certain que sa résidence ait été a Mihai Bravu, mais la présence de Thraces
dans les milieux villageois de Mésie Inférieure est habituelle. C. C. Petolescu et A. T.
Popescu proposent, pour le deuxiéme fragment du diplome, la restitution Besso, ce qui
est plausible.

T4. Inscription votive (PL. 3, Fig. 9) Dimensions : 42 x 42 x 4 cm. Gravure soignée.

Bibliographie : Dorutiu-Boila 1985, 197-203 = AE 1985, 725 = CBI 642 = CERom
V 352.

Datation : aprés 198, mais sous Septime Séveére et ses fils.

[--] / [pro salute ?] Cn(aei) Sue[l(li) Rufi] / Cos(coni) Gen(tiani) I[eg(atorum) /
T(itus) Cael(ius) Cat[us ?] / b(ene)f(iciarius) eius ex / v(oto) p(osuit)

Il s’agit de deux gouverneurs : 7.Caelius Catfus] ou Cafto] a probablement dans le
service servi sous 1’autorité de 1’un et de 1’autre. Le prénom possessif eius montre que
le beneficiarius se trouvait au moment de la rédaction du texte dans le service de
Cosconius Gentianus. La présence du bénéficiaire a Mihai Bravu, village situé sur la
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route d’Ibida a Noviodunum, plaide en faveur de I’existence d’une statio dans ce
village.

T5. Autel votif trouvé avant le 1991 a Mihai Bravu, remployé dans les murs du
quadriburgium. Autel probablement en calcaire blanchatre brisé de tous les cotés.
Ecriture en capitales ; gravure peu profonde.

Lieu de conservation : perdue.

Bibliographie : inédite.

Datation : 212-217 ap. J.-C.

[I(oui) O(ptimo) M(aximo)] / Dolic[he]no p[ro / s]alute Imp(eratoris) M(arci) /
Aurel(ii) Seufe]ri / Anton[ini Aug(usti)] / et lu[liae / Domnae]

L’¢état de conservation de la pierre et la photo ne nous permettent pas de dire si le
nom du dédicant était donné. Dans le milieu rural de Mésie Inférieure, les textes
consacrés a Jupiter Dolichenus ne sont pas rares. Certains des sacerdotes du dieu dans
la région portent des noms grecs, orientaux ou sémitiques (/ulius Alexander a Sacidava,
Polydeuces Theophili a Niculitel, Aurelius Antiochianus a Gorsko Kosovo, Flavius
Damas et Aurelius Barsemon a Valea Teilor). Il faut également noter que tous les textes
datent du III° siécle. Le nom du dédicant de Mihai Bravu n’est pas conservé sur la
pierre, mais le texte date du régne de Caracalla.

T6. (PL 3, Fig. 10-11) Autel votif en calcaire, trouvé a Mihai Bravu avant 1991,
remployé probablement dans les murs du quadriburgium. La partie centrale est
raccordée au couronnement et au socle par des moulures. Dimensions conservées : 48
x 25,8 x 22 cm. Lettres : 3,25-3,8 cm. Champ épigraphique libre et justifié. Dimensions
du champ épigraphique : 27 x 19,5 cm. Ecriture en capitales allongées. Ponctuations en
épines de roses. Ligature HE (1. 2).

Lieu de conservation : Musée de Tulcea.

Bibliographie : inédite.

I(ovi) O(ptimo) [M(aximo)] / Doliché/no Ati/dius v(otum) / l(ibens) m(erito) s(olvit)

Lignes 2-3 : on pourrait penser aussi a Dolich(e)/no, comme a propose Avram dans
ses notes. Il semble pourtant voir 1’haste inférieure d’un E a la ligne 2.

T7. Autel probablement votif en calcaire gris, mentionnant un couple de consuls.
Trouvé a Mihai Bravu avant 1991, remployé dans les murs du quadriburgium. Autel
mouluré, brisé en haut, avec des traces de marteau (Pl. 4, Fig. 12—13). Trés mauvais
état de conservation en raison du remploi de la pierre. Une partie du socle a été enlevée.
Dimensions : 75 x 60 x 15 cm. Champ épigraphique libre et justifié. Ecriture en
capitales. Lettres : 3,3—4,66 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Musée de Tulcea.

Bibliographie : inédite.

Datation : probablement fin du [I°-début du III° s.

————— / Cestio / et Quinftian]o sive Quin[till]o / co(n)s(ulibus)

Les consuls connus portant le nom Quintil())us ou Quintil(li)us sont Sex. Quintilius
Condianus (PIR? VIL.2 Q 21) et Sex. Quintilius Valerius Maximus (PIR? VIL.2 Q 27 :
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en 151), Plautius Quintillus (PIR? VII.1 P 473), consul en 159 avec M. Statius Priscus,
Sex. Quintilius Maximus (PIR? VIL.2 Q 24), collégue de consulat avec Ser. Calpurnius
Scipio Orfitus en 172, M. Peducaeus Plautius Quintillus (PIR? VII.1 P 474), consul en
177 avec Commode, Sex. Quintillus Condianus (PIR? VIL.2 Q 22), collégue de C.
Bruttius Praesens en 180. En revanche, pour le I1° et le III° si¢cles, un seul Cestius est
connu : Lucius Cestius Gallus Cerrinius Iustus Lutatius Natalis, consul a la fin du II°
ou au début du III° siécle (PIR? II C 692)!%!, ce qui peut correspondre a la datation
suggérée par ’écriture. Il convient donc d’identifier Cestius avec L. Cestius Gallus dont
on sait et maintenant que le collégue de consulat était nommé Quintil(l)us ou
Quintil(li)us.

T8. Autel en calcaire grisatre, trouvé a Mihai Bravu, remployé dans les murs du
quadriburgium (Pl. 5, Fig. 14). Le c6té gauche est presque intégralement conserveé,
mais les autres cotés sont trés abimés. Les moulures sont de type cyma recta diricta. La
surface est partiellement détruite ; on distingue des traces de marteau. Le champ
épigraphique est fortement détérioré, ce qui affecte la lecture du texte. En général, 1’état
de conservation de la pierre est mauvais. Dimensions : 89 x 52 x 21 cm. Ecriture en
capitale allongées. Dimensions des lettres : 4,7-3,4 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Slava Rusa, inv. MB003.

Bibliographie : inédite.

Datation : probablement la deuxi¢éme moitié du II° s.—premiére moiti¢ du Ille
s. ap. J.-C.

------ /vacat V vacat S vacat [---] / Rammius S[---] / ++[---] EC[---] / ------

T9. Trouvée en 2014 a Mihai Bravu, en remploi dans les murs du quadriburgium.
Stéle en calcaire jaunatre, intégralement conservée seulement a droite. La face
antérieure est polie mais fortement usée et recouverte par du mortier, surtout a droite ;
la face postérieure, irréguliére, est grossierement taillée (Pl. 4, Fig. 15-16).
Dimensions : 104 x 97 x 21 cm. Champ é€pigraphique trés endommagé et usé, justifié,
rabaissé et encadré par une moulure a gorge égyptienne, décorée de pampres et de
grappes en relief, conservée seulement a droite (1. 15 cm). Dimensions : 104 x 42,5 cm.
Ecriture en capitales allongées ; gravure soignée. Ligature ET (l. 8). Ponctuation ;
hedera (?7) alal. 8. Dimension des lettres : 7-5,7 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Slava Rusi, inv. MB002.

Bibliographie : inédite.

Datation : II° siécle ap. J.-C.

—————— / [--- Claudi]/o (?) Fusco /vix(it) an(nis) VI / Cl(audius) Metro/dorus et/ Sura
par/en[te]s fili/o + B[---] et/ +[-] L/

Le texte n’est pas bien organisé, avec des mots coupés maladroitement en fin de
ligne (11. 1-2, 6-8).

101 Degrassi (1952, 117) pense qu’il a été consul sous Marc Auréle ou sous Commode.
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L’¢épitaphe a été dédiés par les parents du petit Fuscus, mort a 6 ans, et peut-&tre par
un autre personnage désormais impossible a identifier. Le pére, dont le gentilice est
abrégé, porte un surnom d’origine grecque tout comme sa femme, peut-étre une
pérégrine ou une affranchie ; on notera la forme Sura pour Syra.

T10. Découvert en 2014 a Mihai Bravu, en remploi dans les murs du
quadriburgium. Fragment de stele en calcaire jaunatre, complet seulement a droite ; la
pierre comportait probablement un fronton triangulaire rabaissé, encadré par une
moulure, qui n’est cependant plus visible aujourd’hui. La face antérieure est
parfaitement polie, mais est parsemée de grumeaux de mortier ; la face postérieure,
irréguliére, est grossiérement taillée (P1. 5, Fig. 17). Dimensions : 44,5 x 43,5 x 27 cm.
Champ épigraphique rabaissé et encadré par une moulure a gorge égyptienne (1. 15 cm),
décorée de volutes et feuilles de lierres en relief. Dimensions : 12,5 x 22 cm. Capitale
allongée ; gravure soignée, K avec long bras. Vacatalal. 1 (. 8,2 cm). Dimensions des
lettres : 5,7 cm (résiduelles).

Lieu de conservation : Slava Rusa, inv. MB004.

Bibliographie : inédite.

Datation : II° siécle ap. J.-C. (?)

[---] (vacat) KA/ [---]++NQ / ------

On pourrait supposer a la 1. 2 [---/sino ou [---/cino, partie centrale ou finale d’un
anthroponyme. Il n’y a pas deplace a la . 1 pour I’invocation aux Dieux Manes, qui
pourrait avoir été gravée sur la corniche comme dans T12.

T11. Découvert en 2014 a Mihai Bravu, en remploi dans les murs du
quadriburgium. Stéle en calcaire blanchatre, endommagée en haut. La face antérieure
est fort usée et en partie couverte par du mortier ; en bas, en dehors du champ
épigraphique, probablement un canthare en relief, désormais pratiquement invisible. La
face postérieure est grossiérement taillée (P1. 5, Fig. 18). Dimensions : 113 x 73,5 x 15
cm. Champ épigraphique trés endommagé et usé, rabaissé et encadré par une moulure
a gorge égyptienne décorée de pampres et peut-étre de grappes en relief, a peine visible
a droite et a gauche (1. 13,5 cm). Dimensions : 48 x 37,5 cm. Ecriture en capitales (?).
Dimensions des lettres : 4,6 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Slava Rusa, inv. MB0O1.

Bibliographie : inédit.

Datation : II° siécle ap. J.-C. (?)

La datation est établie d’aprés le support et la décoration.

T12. Découvert avant 1980 a Turda, vraisemblablement en remploi. Stele
fragmentaire en calcaire jaunatre, compléte seulement a gauche, surmontée
probablement par un tympan triangulaire entre acroteéres (seul celui de g. est
partiellement visible ; il était peut-étre orné d’une palmette) ; au centre du tympan
probablement une couronne vittata en relief. La surface est en partie couverte par du
mortier (Pl. 5, Fig. 19). Dimensions : 77 x 80 x 13 cm. Champ épigraphique justifié,
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rabaissé et encadré par une moulure a gorge égyptienne décorée de pampres et de
grappes en relief, visible a g. La l. 1 est gravée sur la moulure. Capitale ; lettres fines.
Dimensions des lettres : 6,5-4,3 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Crama Muzeul Murfatlar.

Bibliographie: ISeM V  237; AE 1980, 827; http://www.ubi-erat-
lupa.org/monument.php?id=21003; EDCS-08900622 [31/08/2016].

Datation : II° siecle ap. J.-C. ( ?).

D(is) M(anibus). // lul(ius) Silva/nus [---] / ------

Dorutiu-Boild (IScM V p. 254) a proposé a la 1. 3 [v(ixit) an(nis) ---], mais on ne
peut exclure d’autres restitutions. On notera I’absence du prénom du défunt.

T13. Découvert en 1977 a Turda par le prof. Gh. Mihalcea de Horia. Stele en
calcaire de Baschioi, brisée en haut et en bas, compléte seulement a g. et a d. La surface
est polie (Pl. 5, Fig. 20). Dimensions : 66 x 86,5 x 14 cm. Champ épigraphique
endommagé en haut et en bas, poli et justifi¢, rabaissé et encadré par une moulure a
gorge égyptienne décorée maladroitement de pampres et de grappes en relief.
Capitale allongée ; lettres fines et de module variable ; IT de CII (1. 3), I de FILIA (1. 4),
S de ONESIMVS (1. 6) plus petites, F avec longue haste verticale. Ligatures NE (1. 2),
AN (1. 3), ET, AN, NE (1. 5), ET, NE, MV (1. 6), TR (1. 7). Points triangulaire et hederae
(11. 2.3). Dimensions : 6-3 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Musée de Tulcea, inv. 24511.

Bibliographie : Baumann 1984, 229 n° 17 fig. 70.

Datation : premiére moiti¢ du III° siécle ap. J.-C. (?).

—————— / Iul(ius) Epzpha/nAes vixit / annis CII. / OPPI lul(ia) filia / et Iulianus nep(os)
/ et Fl(avius) Onesimus / b(ene) m(erenti) patri p(osuerunt)

Avant la . 1 se trouvait probablement la formule Dis Manibus sacrum.

Selon Baumann, OPPI (1. 4) pourrait étre interprété comme o(ratrix) ou o(ratrices)
p(ro) pi(etate) et lulianus, fils de Iulia et de Onesimus serait lui aussi un Flavius.

Plus vraisemblablement, on pourrait supposer une formule comme op(us) pi(um) ou
plutot, vu que les autres gentilices sont aussi abrégés, le gentilice Oppi(i) qui se
référerait soit a lulia filia soit & Iulianus nepos. Dans ce cas [ulia et lulianus ne
porteraient pas le gentilice du pére (respectivement lulius et Flavius) mais celui de la
mere, moins commun et peut-étre plus prestigieux a vicus Bad[---]. Dans tous les cas,
on notera la romanisation progressive de 1’onomastique de ces personnages,
probablement hellénophones a I’origine.

T14 (PL 5, Fig. 21). Trouvée en 2014 prés du quadriburgium. Fragment de plaque
(?) en calcaire jaunatre ; la surface épigraphique est poliec mais fort usée. Dimensions :
9,41 x 11,7 x 1,91 cm. Champ épigraphique trés endommagé. Capitale allongée ;
gravure profonde ; lettres rubriquées. Dimensions des lettres : 5 cm.

Lieu de conservation : Slava Rusa.
Bibliographie : inédite.
------ / [~ VIN[~] /-~



34 Lucretiu Mihailescu-Birliba — Antonio Ibba

On pourrait penser a une partie d’un anthroponyme, sans exclure d’autres
restitutions ; on notera la gravure irréguliere du N, avec deux jambes de longueur
différentes.
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AGNIESZKA TOMAS

The Reconstruction Process of the Civil Settlement near
Novae (Moesia inferior). The Epigraphic Evidence”

Plates 68

The earliest archaeological remains of the camp at Novae in Moesia in modern-day
northern Bulgaria (PIL. 6, Fig. 1) are dated to the reign of Nero and belong to the legio
VIII Augusta sent to put down the Thracian rebellion in AD 46.! In AD 71/72, the legio
1 Italica arrived in Novae and replaced the former unit. Its presence in this location has
been attested epigraphically as having lasted until the 430s.>

The camp in Novae was laid out on an extensive plateau on top of a high Danubian
escarpment, between two gullies. The stone fortress, rearranged during Trajan’s reign,
was planned on three terraces sloping downward toward the Danube, with its highest
point at about 70 m a.s.l. at the southern end to about 40 m a.s.l. at the northern end,
covering a total of 17.99 ha. The western side of the fortress is adjacent to a flat terrain,
while the terrain on its eastern side is more irregular; with flat land and a deep gully in
the north-east and elevated terrain on the south-eastern side. The defensive potential of
the elevated, south-eastern side of the fortress was taken advantage probably of toward
the end of the 3™ century,® when a new circuit of defensive walls was added there,
enlarging the fortress by an additional 8 ha. The legionary camp and attached civil set-
tlements developed into the Late Roman town.

An extramural settlement in a more permanent form developed in connection with
the longer presence of its mother unit, i.e. the legio I Italica. The canabae evolved
directly next to the fortress, outside the West and East Gate. Similarly to the case of
other legionary bases, the second settlement (vicus) developed at a certain distance from
the camp. At Novae, it was 2.7 km to the east of the groma in a place called Ostrite
Mogili (PL. 6, Fig. 2).*

The research on the subject of the present article was possible thanks to the generosity of
the De Brzezie Lanckoronski Foundation which supported the library studies of the author in the
Library of the Institute of Classical Studies in London in 2015. I would like to thank to Mitostawa
Stepien for improving my English text and an anonymous reviewer of this text for valuable notes.

1 Sarnowski 1981, 43—44; Gendeva 2002, 10-11.

2 Sarnowski 2005.

3 This dating is based, however, on the discovery of coin dated to the second half of the
3rd century found in destruction layer under the foundations of the southern gate of the annex;
see Dimitrov et al. 1970, 65 and fig. 12.

4 For the description of archaeological and epigraphic finds from the civil settlements
near Novae see Tomas 2017, 31-92, 127-138 and 159-164.
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The extramural settlement around Novae is difficult to trace. Since 1960 regular
excavations and surveys have been carried out mainly in the fortress. However, over
the years preceding regular archaeological research, many finds were moved and even
transported as far as to Bucharest. Today, the archaeological park is densely forested
and its surroundings are occupied by summer houses. Increasingly active looting results
in damage to archaeological remains and discourages researchers from further investi-
gations. Exploring civil settlement around Novae poses a real challenge and only inte-
grated methods of archaeological prospection, archival studies, and mapping the finds
analysed in the GIS database can bring relatively reliable results. A three-year project
of surveys in the extramural area carried out in three spring seasons from 2012 to 2014
involved non-intrusive methods, supplemented by museum and archive investigations,
as well as GIS analyses, including a re-evaluation of the epigraphic finds and their map-
ping.

The spread of the archaeological material visible on the surface outside the fortress
and traces of architectural remains were marked with GPS hand-held devices. This al-
lowed for the creation of a map of the extramural remains (P1. 7, Fig. 3). Salvage exca-
vations and field walkings carried out in the past years have revealed a sanctuary de-
voted to Dionysus / Liber Pater to the south-west of the fortress, > vicus,® smaller settle-
ment units,” and cemeteries.® Repeated topographical observations and field walkings
conducted in 2000 and more recently show that the principal part of the civil settlement
stretched out to the west of the army camp.® The only features of the canabae investi-
gated more fully include the villa and late antique basilica with a burial ground located
about 150 m to the west of the West Gate, '* as well as the Mithraeum discovered about
300 m to the south-west of the camp.!!

People in the epigraphic sources

The epigraphic finds from Novae provide quite a significant amount of people’s
names. If we exclude the names of people who lived at Novae in the Late Roman period
and those who were active soldiers, 149 names remain of persons who might have lived
extra muros castrorum. The majority of the identified persons were civilians or poten-
tial civilians, i.e. people who did not provide information about their military service
or relation to the army (Chart 1). We know of at least 22 veterans'? and 24 members of
military families (Tab. 1), as well as 80 civilian inhabitants (Tab. 2) epigraphically

Mitova-Dzonova 1961.
Tomas 2014 with literature.
Conrad / Stancev 2002, 676—677; Tomas 2016, 161-162.
Kotkowna 1961; Valov 1965.

9 Conrad/ Stancev 2002, 676677, figs. 2, 3, 5; Tomas 2016, figs. 32, 33. Conrad / Standev
2002, 676-677, figs. 2, 3, 5.

10 Cigikova 1997; Vladkova 2006.

" Najdenova 1999; Tomas / Lemke 2015.

12" One monument was set up by a group of veterans whose names are unknown (IGLNov
54).

® 9w
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attested at Novae during the first three centuries AD. Most probably, the majority of
the 22 persons whose military or civilian status is difficult to identify should be added
to this list (Tab. 3).!* Civilians and veterans with their families form a group that left
significantly more inscribed monuments than active soldiers (Chart 1). This might per-
haps result from the fact that such inhabitants lived in the surroundings of the military
camp for longer periods, in contrast to soldiers, who were a mobile group and could
complete their service in several places, usually leaving their bases upon retirement.
The dating of the inscriptions in which these names are mentioned indicates that the 2"
century was the moment of the greatest boom, during which the extramural settlement
flourished and the epigraphic habit peaked (Charts 2 and 3).

Families

The gravestones from Novae commemorate mostly men, very rarely children
(Charts 4 and 5). Tombstones depicting the deceased were infrequent and it is worth
noting that we do not know of any portrait of a child from Novae, while in Dacia fu-
nerary reliefs from various military bases show military families with children.'* The
quality of the stone should not be considered as the reason behind such differences.
Funerary monuments from Novae were usually carved using relatively high-quality
limestone, while those from Dacia were made not only with limestone, but also sand-
stone and andesite of an inconvenient porphyritic texture. We can assume that the fu-
nerary habit either was not focused on portraying the deceased or the local workshops
were not specialized in such reliefs. !> Moreover, among the few portraits discovered at
Novae the majority had been intentionally damaged at some point in the past.

Military

Relatively few names of military family members are known when compared to the
number of attested civilians (cf. Tab. 1 and 2). This is quite astonishing as Novae was
a military garrison. The reasons for this may be threefold. Firstly, active soldiers (mili-
tes), apart from officers and perhaps centurions, were not legally able to enter into mar-
riage with full rights (fustum matrimonium), and — in consequence — their informal
family had no claim to their estate unless they were named heirs in the will.'® Secondly,

13" These numbers refer to the persons known from inscriptions published before 2015.

14 E.g. Mander 2012, Nos. 796-814 (Apulum); 826 (Gherla); 830-836 (Deva); 837-839
(Micia); 847 (Porolissum); 852—855 (Potaissa); 857—-858 (Tibiscum); 871 (Resculum); 878 (Ti-
hau).

15 S, Conrad, who collected a catalogue of funerary monuments from Lower Moesia, drew
attention to several types of stelae from the surroundings of Novae. All of them bear floral motifs.
See Conrad 2004, 83 and 94-95.

16 The soldiers were not able to enter matrimonium iustum probably until AD 197. Accord-
ing to Herodianus (Hdn. III 8.4-5), Septimius Severus granted soldiers permission to live with
their wives (énétpeye yovauéi te cvvoikeiv). This formula is unclear, however, and has been in-
terpreted as a concession to cohabitation outside the garrison or /and the right to legitimate mar-
riage. Some scholars consider it a myth as auxiliary soldiers were still granted conubium after



4?2 Agniezska Tomas

the women married to veterans were usually much younger and if they remarried after
the death of their first husband, it was possible that they would be commemorated by
their second husband or children, leaving no traces of their military relationships on the
tombstones.!” Thirdly, the children of soldiers and of veterans who married civilians
were commemorated by their own families, leaving no traces of their military parents.
Only 12 out of the 41 women known from Novae were certainly related to the mil-
itary; five have been confirmed as the kin of veterans, while five were relatives of pos-
sibly active soldiers or officers.'® There are two cases of presumably active soldiers
who commemorated their wives. The first involves a freedwoman commemorated by a
trumpeter (cornicen), most probably of the legio I Italica (Tab. 1, No. 1, and PL. 7, Fig.
4). The reading of the inscription has been the matter of some debate: J. Kolendo saw
CONIVGI BE[ne merenti] and S. Conrad CONTVBE[rnali].'® Although active soldiers
in the 1% and 2™ centuries AD were not able to marry legally, the first reading seems to
be more convincing. We should possibly reconsider either the dating of this monument
or the status of a cornicen, who in fact was a veteran or a centurion and who was al-
lowed to marry.2° Such an interpretation can be applied to the second case — a centurio
who was a member of the equestrian order (eques, see Tab. 1, No. 36) commemorating
his one-year-old son. This monument does not necessarily have to be dated to the 3™
century, as centurions with families are attested before the end of the 2™ century.?!
Observations made in other parts of the Empire seem to confirm that veterans tended
to choose Roman freeborn women with whom they could form a matrimonium
iustum.** Women in relationships with legionaries and veterans seem to have been
mainly of free status (Chart 7), and this applies not only to Novae but also to other sites
in Lower Moesia and in Lower Pannonia.?* Nevertheless, at Novae we find Valeria

AD 197 and archaeological evidence seems to exclude the cohabitation of soldiers’ wives in
military bases (Haynes 2013, 90; Hodgeson 2014, 27; for the same conclusions concerning No-
vae, see Tomas 2011). For essential publications concerning military relationships, see Scheidel
2007 with literature. The scholars agree that it was Claudius who introduced the possibility to
establish heirs in the soldiers’ wills, including children born in illegitimate relationships. This
privilege is described in the Institutiones by Gaius, a Roman jurist living in the times of Hadrian,
and by Cassius Dio (Gai. Inst. 2.110; Cass. Dio LX 24.3).

17 Phang 2002, 873-878; Tomas 2015, 103.

18 Tomas 2015, 94-95.

19 Kolendo 1999, 26-28, No. 4, cf. Conrad 2004, 228, No. 380.

20 Tt is not clear whether centurions were allowed to marry, but archaeological and epi-
graphic evidence puts some questions to this topic; see Hassal 1999, 35-40; Reuter 2008, 92;
Hodgeson 2014, 27.

21 Le Bohec 2012 (centurions from equestrian order and municipal aristocracy). The mon-
ument from Novae was dated in IGLNov by J. Kolendo to AD 201-250, but F. Feraudi-Gruénais
in the Epigraphik Datenbank Heidelberg (henceforth: EDH) follows the dating to AD 151-200
as proposed by Conrad, 2004, 232, No. 393; Taf. 102, 4 (EDH, No. HD42193).

22 James 2001, 187-209.

23 Piftor 2007-2008, 144. For a similar result but different interpretation, see Scheidel 2007,
422-423.
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Elphis (No. 32) and ITulia (No. 27), who were the former slaves of their military hus-
bands. Furthermore, Tulia Tyche lived in Oescus at the beginning of the 2" century and
was the wife and freedwoman of C. Iulius Celer, veteran of the Fifth Macedonian Le-
gion and the mother of C. Iulius Crescens, centurion of the legio I Italica. However,
one should not exclude that in some other similar cases the same gentilicium was the
result of marriage to a distant family member or of the acquisition of citizenship at the
same time and place.?*

The perspective of receiving ius conubii after the completion of military service
encouraged finding a partner with the same legal abilities, i.e., freeborn Roman citizen.
Nevertheless, the names of some (few) of the veterans’ female partners indicate their
servile origins or peregrine status, yet they are called coniux or uxor in the inscriptions
and their children’s names sound as if they were legitimate. Perhaps in some of these
cases ius conubii with a peregrine was granted as a type of reward or special allowance,
e.g. preceded by the payment of a ransom. It is difficult to judge whether it is a coinci-
dence but in the case of the rare commemoration of children at Novae, such occurrences
are better attested with regards to military families. Such children, however, would have
been Roman citizens, indicating that their social status as determined by birth was high.

Civilians

Civilian inhabitants came to Novae from various parts of the Empire. One of the
carliest monuments is a tombstone of an Etruscan family domo Crustumiae Arniae ex
Thuscia (sic!). The family undoubtedly lived in the canabae, but nothing can be said
about their professions or social position, apart from the fact that they were Roman
citizens, either connected to the legio VIII Augusta or to the subsequent legio I Italica.®
Etruscan origin has also been attested for a producer of clay pipes through stamps bear-
ing the name ‘Arrius’ and dated to the Flavian period (Tab. 3, No. 3). The Arrii family
has been attested in the rural hinterland of Novae, namely at Boutovo, which was a big
production centre for pottery and building materials, hence it has been suggested that
the family was involved in clay manufacturing there.?® It is possible that Arrius started

his business in the canabae and his descendants developed it in Boutovo, which had
strong economic ties with the legionary fortress.?’” Apart from people from Italy,

24 This applies esp. to No. 23 (P. Pompeius P.f. Aemilia Magnus, Stobis and Pompeia Mar-

cia). Sextus Pompeius was a proconsul of Macedonia in AD 9 and a landowner who significantly
contributed to the Romanization of the province’s inhabitants; see Tomas 2016, 124 and Appen-
dix 2, Nos. E.15, E.16.

25 The monument was found together with another gravestone of a cornicen leg. VIII Aug.
(IGLNov 81). Such a find context became the basis for an argument presented by G. Forni that
the commemorated family not only may have lived in the canabae of the legio VIII Augusta, but
even might have been related to an individual from the military of that legion, but J. Kolendo
evaluated this argument as too weak. See Forni 1992, 88 and cf. IGLNov, ad No. 93.

26 Kolendo / Kowal 2011, 71.

27 Tomas 2016, 56, 72.
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Spanish Asturae also lived at Novae, serving in Moesia in the 1% century AD.?® Quite
a significant number of the 1%-century inhabitants of the canabae were freedmen, some
of them of wealthy Italic families, i.e. Granii, Metelli, and Paccii, involved in business
(Tab. 2, Nos. 28, 67; 38; 40, 69, 70, 71). Wine merchants (negotiatores vinarii), active
in long-distance trade with the use of barrels, are attested at the turn of the 1 and 2™
centuries AD (Tab. 2, Nos. 34 and 68).2° Their tombstones decorated with images in-
stead of an informative inscription was explained as the result of poor writing skills
among the civilians in the first period of the Roman presence in Novae,*® but the habit
of using images rather than inscriptions is not observable in other monuments of the
discussed period. The number of inscriptions dated to the 2" century is high enough to
bring more substantial information about the inhabitants of Novae. Among them, we
find a civilian medic, local wine producers, and veterans originating from various prov-
inces. This last group includes former soldiers who did not serve in the legio [ Italica,
but decided to settle down at Novae. A certain Thracian named Tarsa Bassus, a former
miles cohortis I Tyriorum sagittariorum, lived somewhere near Novae just after Tra-
jan’s Dacian Wars (Tab. 1, No. 14).3! A former centurio, who had served in the legio
XI Claudia, decided to settle down in Novae and not Durostorum, which was the base
of his mother unit (Tab. 1, No. 18).?? In the first half of the 2™ century, a soldier previ-
ously enrolled in Claudian municipium Virunum in Noricum (now Zollfeld in Austria)
retired and died at Novae, where he was buried by his friend (Tab. 1, No. 6).33 Another
veteran born in Ancyra lived at Novae until he was a very old man (Tab. 1, No. 12).3*
Somewhere in the 2™ century AD, a certain Aurelius Victor arrived in Novae from
distant Piroburidava and raised a family with Aelia Dionysia (Tab. 2, Nos. 15, 59, 60).
It is noteworthy that their daughter inherited her mother’s name, which can result either
from the fact that the child had been from her previous relationship or that the relation-
ship with Aurelius was for some reason unofficial. The latter might have been the case
if, for example, Aurelius were an active soldier.>

2 C. Aurelius Vegetus served in cohors V Asturum and was transferred to legio I Italica

(AE 1999, 1333), and Ti. Bassus, probably a decurio of ala I Asturum, retired and died in Novae
(IGLNov 56). For ala I Asturum in Moesia, see Matei-Popescu 2010, 167-169.
Kolendo 1965, 136-137; Kolendo 2011, 28-31, fig. 7a-b.

30" Kolendo 2011, 33.

31 RMM 10.

32 IGLNov 88.

33 IGLNov 79.

3% IGLNov 83.

35 The name Aurelius Victor was very common and popular among the soldiers. Two mili-
tes of the legio I Italica who bore such a name have been attested at Trancovica in the rural
hinterland of Novae (AE 1939, 252) and in Chersonesus Taurica on Crimea (CIL III 13751a).
The same name was held for e.g. by a miles coh. Aureliae from Sopot in Moesia Superior (AE
1901, 21 = CIL 111 14217.6), a librarius leg. V Mac. at Potaissa (AE 1967, 400), a veteran attested
at Aquincum (AE 1979, 472), a miles leg. VII Gemina from Leon in Spain (AE 1907, 122 = CIL
VI 37254).
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The descendants of wealthy freedmen played a very important role in the local so-
ciety as shown by the example of the Oppii attested at Novae (Tab. 2, No. 39) and
Nicopolis ad Istrum. The altar discovered at Nicopolis set up by two members of this
family — one of them a priest of Mater Deum (i.e. Cybele) and the second of Liber
Pater — is very important evidence of the social and religious life of the canabae. The
text of the inscription informs that the two priests set up an altar under (?) the standards
of Novaensium Oppianorum.® It has been suggested that the Oppii could have been
firemen as one of them was a priest of Cybele, in which dendrophori played an im-
portant role, and dendrophori were once considered to be involved in fire-fighting, the
same as fabri and centonarii.>” However, the theory about the connection between fire-
fighting duties and the fabri (not dendrophori) based on Plinius’ testimony has been
rejected widely by scholars.?® The vexillum was in all likelihood the standard of a sacral
collegium,* not that of firemen or any other paramilitary association.*’ However, their
religious positions may have been linked with some other activities in the canabae, e.g.
social or economic. Jinyu Liu made a very interesting suggestion that the activities of
the centonarii could have been connected with trade and the provision of supplies to
frontier towns.*! The collegia of dendrophori and fabri, very often mentioned alongside
centonarii or navicularii, sometimes shared the same patrons and appeared together as
founders of monuments but did not share the same character.*> Perhaps in frontier
towns the members of these collegia were active both in religious life and in business
of various kinds. The Oppii from Novae could have been freedmen or descendants of
freedmen of a very influential family involved in wine trade.** Wealthy members of the
same family have also been attested at Durostorum.**

At the turn of the 2" and 3™ centuries, the people living at Novae formed a well-
integrated society. This integration is visible not only in acculturation traceable e.g. in
archaeological finds but also in the epigraphic evidence. Some of the inhabitants of
Novae and other neighbouring towns had been local military families for generations.*’
This civilian-military society and the settlement itself were developed to an extent that

36 AE 1995, 1362; Tsurov 1995, 11. Novaenses Oppiani probably presented themselves

under the standards (sub) vexillo; see commentary in AE 1995, ad No. 1362 and a broader com-
ment in Tomas 2017, 160.

37 Tsurov 1995, 11.

3% Plin. Ep. 10.33 and 34 and the theory presented in the fundamental work by J. P. Waltz-
ing. This idea was challenged by O. van Nijfand J. Perry; see Liu 2009, 3—4 with literature. Other
scholars ascribed this function to centonarii, but still the evidence is not clear; see Liu 2009, 125—
160, esp. 128 and 159.

39 Cf. SHA, Gall. duo, 8.6; Aurel. 34.4; AE 1995, ad No. 1362; Liu 2009, 5254, 202.

40 AE 1995, ad No. 1362; cf. Liu 2009, 202-203.

41 Liu 2009, 159-160.

£ Liju 2009, 50-55, 132, 136.

4 Verboven 2001, 314 and n. 2.

4 CILIII 7474, AD 139-161.

4 IGLNov 82, CIL III 7428, Oescus.
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enabled the granting of municipal rights,* most probably to the canabae.*’ Local re-
ligiosity also influenced the fortress as evidenced by dedications to indigenous deities,
such as Apollo Kendrissos, the Thracian Horseman, Sabazius, and Deus Aeternus.*
The connections with the rural hinterland are visible not only in the archaeological finds
but also in the epigraphic evidence, namely people’s names, which sound the same in
the canabae and in the rural hinterland. One such case is the name ‘Valerius Festus’
listed in the Bacchic album from Boutovo, in the text of a votive tablet from Paskalevec
in the rural hinterland, and on a funerary monument from Novae.*® Perhaps this was
one or two or even three different persons, but certainly such repetitive names are an
expression of a change in the society which united autochthons and those living in the
canabae.>

Questioning the ethnic composition identified by names

People who bore the names of Roman citizens constitute the majority among the
civilian inhabitants of Novae (Chart 8), while the smallest group is formed by people
bearing peregrine names (5%), among them Thracian, Celtic, Etruscan, and possibly
Illyrian.>' The Greek names slightly outnumber the Roman ones among those who were
not recognized as soldiers’ relatives, while among the military these proportions show
a strong bias in favour of Roman names (Chart 9).%2 Thracian names in the canabae are
attested only in three cases and all of them belong to men (Tab. 1, Nos. 14, 40; Tab. 2,
Nos. 33). Thracian and Dacian female names are absent among the civilians living near

4 The municipal status of Novae is attested by two letters that appear on the altar to Hecate

dedicated by Iulius Statilis augustalis m(unicipii?) N(ovensium?); AE 1964, 224 = ILBulg 281 =
IGLNov 39, AD 171-250. The stone was found to the north-east of the East Gate of the fortress
within the Late Roman annex. It was discovered in 1959, prior to the start of excavations, and
although the inscription is difficult to date, Boris Gerov who published it suggested that munici-
pal rights were granted during the reign of M. Aurelius (Gerov 1964, 128—133). The municipal
status is also attested by two letters in Dalmatia (CIL IIT 1909-1911).

47 The questions of whether the canabae or the vicus were granted municipal rights and
when it happened continue to be debated among scholars, e.g. Vittinghoft 1968, 116—117 (can-
abae?); Vulpe 1976, 294 (canabae? M. Aur.); Poulter 1983, 84 (canabae, Severan period);
Mrozewicz 2010, 114 (vicus, beginning of the 3™ century). The difference in the sizes of the two
settlements and lack of other evidence related to Novae’s municipal status may indicate that this
privilege was granted relatively late, at the beginning of the 3" century, most probably to the
canabae. For a detailed analysis of the subject, see Tomas 2017, 159-162.

4 IGLNov 2 (Apollo Kendrissos), IGLNov 15 (Thracian Horseman), AE 1998, 1137 (Sab-
azius), IGLNov 9 (Deus Aeternus). Apollo Kendrisos was venerated in Philippopolis as a pro-
tector of the city (IGBulg III.1, 886 and 918). The relief from Novae shows the Thracian Horse-
man and a dog attacking a hare, which is an unknown motif.

4 ILBulg 416, Paskalevec and cf. Kolendo 1999, 29-31. Although the name ‘Valerius Fes-
tus’ is quite colloquial (see Nomenclator 126), the monument from Novae commemorating Fes-
tus’ wife is decorated with a vine motif.

30 Tomas 2016, Appendix 2, No. E.86, E.116 and Kolendo 1999, 29-31.

51 Tomas 2015, 97-98 and Chart 4.

32 Tomas 2015, 97-98 and Chart 5.
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the base. This, however, does not mean that the local population was a small minority
absent in the canabae. It is quite obvious that the epigraphic habit is a phenomenon of
Roman and Greek culture and was practiced by the Romans and those who were at least
superficially Romanized. Those who were Romanized include people who changed
their native names into Roman ones. Such a case is that of Aurelius Statianus (Tab. 1,
No. 4), a soldier in a fleet, who most probably settled down in the surroundings of
Novae, known from two inscriptions and stamped building materials, whose origin is
recognized only thanks to a military diploma in which he is referred to as Apta.> In
some cases, the names of children and other members of the family provide a hint sug-
gesting the origins of a certain person. Such is the example of a boy from Novae whose
name, Mampsalachanus (Tab. 1, No. 35), may be of African or eastern origin, while his
parents bear common Roman names. Another case refers to a veteran of the Jegio [
Italica who settled in the countryside. Although he bears a Roman name, his daughter’s
and brother’s names are Thracian.’* Similarly misleading is the case of a certain Anto-
nia Optata from Novae, whose customary name, Maura, may indicate either a dark
complexion or African roots, but this is not indicated in her ‘official name’.3 The ma-
jority of the families living in the canabae must have been ethnically mixed. Hence, a
change of a name seems to have been unexceptional.* In the civilian-military environ-
ment of the canabae, new Roman citizens could and wanted to possess Roman-sound-
ing names as an expression of their social promotion.

If we compare the names of people from Novae whom we can consider to have been
civilians with the names of military family members, Greek names prevail among the
civilians, while Roman ones are less numerous and Thracian very rare. Such observa-
tions may lead to the easy conclusion that the military families were Roman or Roman-
ized citizens, while civilian inhabitants of the canabae were people of Greek or eastern
origin. However, the names may be misleading. As shown by Heikki Solin with regards
to the slaves from the city of Rome, six out of 10 slaves from Rome bore Roman names
which made them undistinguishable among freeborn people.’” Greek names appearing
as cognomina seem to be more helpful in distinguishing people of servile origins.
Slaves sold at the market at Ephesos, Delos, or Delphi were very often renamed on
purpose to obliterate their origins or simply because it was fashionable to do so. As

53 RMD IV 311 and see Sarnowski / Tomas 2007.

34 CIL III 12408, Nedan. The wives of all the veterans (including from other military units)
settled in Lower Moesia usually bear Balkan and Near-Eastern names; see Mrozewicz 1982, 85.

35 IGLNov, p. 127, ad No. 92. The name Optatus appears in the western provinces, mainly
in Hispania, southern Gallia, and Italia (Nomenclator 209). The assumptions concerning the par-
ticipation of the /egio I Italica in the revolt of the Mauri during the reign of Antoninus Pius are
very doubtful, since they are based on two finds of stamped building materials: CIL VIII 10474,
13 et p. 911, Numidia, Constantine / Cirta, now lost, and the other, of doubtful provenance, kept
in the Museum in St. Germain. On the stamps and their interpretation, see Ritterling 1925, 1407—
1417.

36 As was the case of a sailor serving in Egypt, see Weil3 2000, 279-285.
57 Solin 1996.
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shown by Solin, this trend introduced by the Romans did not follow the fashion attested
for slaves in Attica.® Among the Greek names recorded in Novae, we find a group
which indeed belonged or could have belonged to former slaves, such as T(itus) Aelius
Glaphyrus (Tab. 2, No. 3), Aur(elius) Elpidephorus (No. 14), Cassius Q(uinti) I(iber-
tus) Chresimus (No. 18), Dom[it]ius [T]imocra[tes] (No. 25), M(arcus) Granius M(arci)
I(ibertus) Abascantus (No. 28), C(aius) Popillius Onesiphorus (No. 41), and C(ai) Vibii
Eut[y]c[hes], Therapo and Nata[lis] (Nos. 48—50). The names of their family members,
particularly their wives, may be helpful in determining the possible low social status or
slave origins of people, and such is the case of C(aius) Popillius Onesiphorus and Paccia
Euphro[syne ---] (Nos. 41 and 70).

Social status

A significant number of civilians from Novae are freedmen (Chart 6) who may be
recognized by their nomen gentile.® Among people of servile origin, we find freedmen
of wealthy Italic families operating in other Balkan provinces, i.e. Caeserni, Metelli, or
Paccii, but also those who are probably related to imperial slaves. Caeserni originated
from Aquileia, but in the 1% century they settled down in Emona, and later in other
Pannonian cities, including the military sites of Brigetio and Aquincum.®® In Novae, a
couple bearing such a name is attested in the 2™ century (Tab. 2, No. 17 and 66). The
name Char[a]gonia Arche[---]i (Tab. 2, No. 79) indicates that she might have been a
freedwoman or a descendant of a slave belonging to Charagonius Philopalestrus, a cus-
tom duties contractor active in the Lower Danubian stations at the turn of the 1% and
2™ centuries.®! His slave, Melichrysus, who worked in Novae, set up a monument ded-
icated to Mithras, which is one of the earliest attestations of this cult in the Empire (Tab.
2, No. 54).%

Some of the inhabitants of Novae enjoyed high social status and wealth. One of the
tombs, as the inscription informs, was located on a plot measuring 80x80 pedes, i.e.,
over 560 sq. m. (Tab. 1, Nos. 17 and 29). It belonged to a veteran and was designated
for himself and his wife, excluding the possibility of sharing it with their descendants
% However, not only men held high positions within local society. In the epigraphic
evidence, women are usually recorded directly following the men. However, the
women sometimes came first if they were the founders of the tombstone or the deceased
to whom it was dedicated. In other cases, the reason behind such a placement might
have been the higher social position of the women.® Aurelia Quieta was mentioned
first, before her husband, Flavius Decebalus, who was a veteran. The monument was

58 Solin 2001, 307-330.

3 Kolendo 1993, 131-140.

60 Mocsy 1974, 120.

61 Tomas 2016, 105 and Tab. IX.

62 Beskow 1980; Tomas / Lemke 2015.

63 Veterans were a relatively wealthy social group; see Krolezyk 2009, 126-127.
% Boudreau Flory 1984, 216.
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set up by their heirs, who carried her gentilicium (Aurelii) together with a certain Sam-
monia Antonia (Tab. 1, Nos. 2, 10, 23, 30 and Tab. 2, No. 14).

Epigraphic evidence about the extramural landscape

The epigraphic finds provide us with information concerning the inhabitants but
also the character of the extramural settlement and the landscape around the fortress.
Two civilians, a woman and a man, set up a statue of Jupiter on a base and described
the deity as fructuorum conlator.®® One of the traditions appearing in ancient sources
refers to the first fruit of a harvest which the Latins offered to the gods, particularly to
Jupiter. According to tradition, the offerings consisted of wine or grapes. The act of
consecration — in the form of a libation to Jupiter — took place on April 23, as vinalia
priora or urbana, and on August 19, as vinalia rustica, and this latter day was dedicated
also to Venus. It is possible that Jupiter described as ‘he who collects fruits’ was cele-
brated on one of these days.

Regardless of the festivals and reasons for celebration, it is obvious that the fruits
of a harvest must have been grown around the fortress. Interestingly, the results of ar-
chaeological investigation support the presence of local wine production. Grape seeds
were identified in soil samples dated to the pre-Roman period and all the subsequent
layers of the legionary fortress, as well as in the contents of a local hand-made pot
discovered in the earliest layers of the fortress.®® Epigraphic sources provide us with
the names of local wine producers — Atronii (Tab. 2, Nos. 11, 12, 65). The relief on
their gravestone shows a falx vinitoria — a tool used in collecting grapes (a billhook).’
The natural conditions in this area are conducive to the cultivation of grapes and wine
production is still continued in Svistov Winery. Members of this family are listed on
the Bacchii vernaculi album, i.e. members of Bacchic congregation, most probably
originating from Boutovo. %

Another interesting issue concerns the topography of the cult places in the canabae.
One such site is known from salvage excavations carried out in the 1980s by the late
Varbinka Najdenova, who published a brief excavation report and a series of articles
about oriental cults in Novae. According to Najdenova, the building was built at the
beginning of the 2™ century, primarily as a Mithraeum, oriented east-west, and under
Aurelian (270-275) it was rebuilt as a shrine of Sol Augustus, oriented north-south.
The discovery has recently been documented once again and re-examined.® The re-
mains still visible at the site seem to belong to a shrine which resembles a common
Mithraeum, oriented north-south, with no preceding phase. The three altars discovered
there, although indeed dedicated to Sol (one of them to Sol Invictus, one to Sol Augus-
tus), were accompanied by other finds and features (votive reliefs, a large refuse pit)
typical for other Mithraea, which is not surprising as the cult of Sol Invictus Mithras

% Vladkova 2015.

% Winter 2013.

67 Kolendo 2011, 31-33.

68 CIL III 6150 = 7437 = 12346 = ILBulg 438 = AE 2004, +1197.
% Tomas / Lemke 2015.
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naturally mingled the mysteries with the adoration of the sun-god. According to some
indications (the tria nomina of one of the dedicators, the shape of the letters), the altars
should be dated no later than to the end of the 2" and the beginning of the 3 centuries.
Such a dating for the shrine is confirmed by the stamped bricks used in its construction.
Mapping the Mithraic finds, discovered inter alia reused in the western defensive walls,
shows that with great probability these finds were moved from the shrine located to the
south-west of the fortress (P1. 8, Fig. 5).

Four inscriptions, three of them carved on columns, provide information about the
cult of Deus Aeternus, a quite mysterious deity worshipped mainly in Dacia, very pos-
sibly jointly with a variety of deities believed to be powerful and eternal. The columns,
which at first were interpreted as architectural elements of a sanctuary, may have been
free-standing vota as known from other sites.’”® Two out of the three columns dedicated
to Deus Aeternus were discovered in the Episcopal basilica, thus it is possible that they
originate from the western side of the fortress (Pl. 8, Fig. 6).

Another inscription from Novae informs about the renovation of a water source
(fons) by two veterans, certainly inhabitants of the canabae (Tab. 1, Nos. 15 and 19).
The inhabitants of the canabae must have used additional sources of water from wells,
as confirmed by recent discoveries.”!

The topography of the extramural settlement may be supplemented by two altars
dedicated to Quadriviae — protective deities of crossroads. Both monuments were dis-
covered near the West Gate.” The crossroads could have been located somewhere to
the west of the fortress, although the exact place could not have been situated just out-
side the West Gate. All these indications, combined with the spread of the archaeolog-
ical finds visible on the surface, lead to the conclusion that the main part of the canabae
was situated to the west of the fortress. Interestingly, the only monument informing
about the municipal status of Novae was found to the east, not to the west of the fortress.
Regrettably, the exact circumstances of its discovery are not very well known — it was
discovered two years prior to the start of excavations during work in a park situated in
the northern part of the so-called Novae annex which is an additional line of defensive
walls built most probably toward the end of the 3™ century.

The evolution of the extramural settlement at Novae

The earliest evidence for the extramural settlement is dated generally to the 1% cen-
tury AD, and a more permanent settlement is associated with the longer presence of the
legio I Italica.” Among its inhabitants, we encounter traders, veterans and their fami-
lies, and a substantial number of freedmen. In the 1% century AD, the lack of local

70 Bartels / Kolb 2011, 421. One of the most generous followers of Aeternus at Novae was
the above-mentioned Aurelius Statianus.

71 A Roman well was unearthed by looters to the south of Novae. Numerous modern wells
are in use now in the surrounding area of the archaeological site.

72 IGLNov 22; IGLNov 41 (here Tab. 2, No. 27).

3 Tomas 2017, 150.
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production centres was a great opportunity to start a new business or introduce long-
distance trade. Funerary monuments show that some settlers may have been the agents
of wealthy and influential families originating, among other places, from Italy.

The 2™ century was a period of the greatest prosperity, and the largest group of
people is known from the inscriptions dated to that time. The foundation of Nicopolis
in northern Thrace, the long period of peace resulting in the development of urban and
rural settlement, as well as the imperial policies of Hadrian and his successors, empha-
sizing the importance of all the nations living in the Empire,”* constituted the main
stimulus which allowed for the establishment and the development of the local society
living along the border of the Empire. The canabae at Novae was a multicultural place
at the crossroads of the East, West, and North with the Mediterranean South.

By the end of the 2™ and the first half of the 3" centuries AD, many of the legion-
aries serving in the legio I Italica were very often of Thracian or Dacian origin.”> The
canabae inhabitants were not foreign mobile groups of tradesmen and craftsmen, but
mainly a multicultural, civilian-military population, which was gradually absorbing the
autochthons. This phenomenon was stimulated and prompted by the Severan reform,
which — as commonly agreed — provided active soldiers with the legal ability to enter
into legitimate marriage (matrimonium iustum). It is disputable whether soldiers could
marry or literally live with their wives. Regardless, we should treat this moment as the
beginning of a new settlement structure, where civilian and military dwellings stood
next to each other. Ultimately, the disastrous barbarian raids occurring in Lower Moesia
from the 230s onwards ended with the cohabitation of civilians and soldiers in the en-
larged fortress.

Conclusions

Inscribed monuments may provide more extensive evidence concerning the charac-
ter of a settlement than only about the social and ethnic composition of its inhabitants.
Collected data may allow for reproducing, at least partly, other elements such as the
landscape, topography, religious life, and the nature of the settlement itself. A statistical
approach provides further information concerning the development and prosperity of
such a settlement.

The civilian population of the canabae at Novae was multicultural and consisted of
a mixture of various social strata. A detailed analysis shows that the majority of the
freedwomen living at Novae were in relationships with civilians, not soldiers. This phe-
nomenon seems to indicate that the soldiers and veterans made deliberate choices to
find citizen wives and did not shun other social groups.’® Former soldiers, who very

74 Tomas 2016, 112.

75 Sarnowski 2013, 142; Mihailescu-Birliba 2015, 83—84. Some inscriptions from the rural
hinterland also indicate such origins, see e.g. CIL III 12408 = ILBulg 430.

76 This is rarely documented in Lower Moesia (see Mrozewicz 1982, 86), but the same
conclusions apply to Africa, Britannia, and Dalmatia, as well as other provinces (Tomas 2015,
105; Scheidel 2007, 423-424).
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often had Balkan roots, held on to Roman culture not by constraint, but above all by
choice.”” The first settlers who left evidence of their presence were generally foreign
traders and their representatives, but also veterans and their families. The end of the 1%
and the 2™ centuries were a time of opportunity to develop local business. The profits
of this development were still visible in the prosperity of the Severan period, which was
finally stopped by the barbarian raids of the 230s and 250s. Depopulation and the de-
struction of the canabae and the vicus combined with the consequences of a series of

Agniezska Tomas

reforms resulted in the emergence of the Late Roman town of Novae.

TABLE 1. MEMBERS OF MILITARY FAMILIES (WITHOUT ACTIVE SOLDIERS AND
OFFICERS) MENTIONED IN THE INSCRIPTIONS FROM NOVAE

1P NAME REFERENCE DATING***
MEN
VETERANS
1 C(aius) Annius AE 1999, 1334 1% c. (AE, Kolendo)
Fuscus 151-200 (EDH)
200-230 (Tomas)
2 Aurelius Ianuarius | IGLNov 82 222-235
3 Aurelius IGLNov 76 201-250
Macenius
4 Aur(elius) 1) IGLNov 8 =ILNov 4 = AE 1989, both after AD 225
Statianus 635
2) IGLNov 9 =ILNov 5 = AE 1989,
636
5 Tiberius Bassus IGLNov 78 80-130 (Kolendo)
Dec(imus?) 101-130 (EDH)
6 C. Bruttius IGLNov 79 80-130
Goutus
7 C. Caeselius AE 1998, 1136 101-200
Vitalis
8 L. Cornelius IGLNov 80 151-250
Fronto
9 C(aius) Curt(ius) AE 2004, 1249 = E. Bunsch / J. Ko- 101-250
Veg(etus) lendo / J. Zelazowski, Archeologia 54
(2003) 59-60, Nr. 7 cf. F. Matei-
Popescu, Note epigrafice, SCIVA 3/4
(2014) 342-344.
10 Flavius Decebalus | IGLNov 82 222-235

77

The same conclusions have been reached concerning veterans, see Mrozewicz 1982, 88;

Krélezyk 2009, 179.
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11 M(arcus) Flavius | AE 1998, 735 151-200
Epstela
12 C(aius) Tulius IGLNov 83 ca. 150
Magnus
13 C(aius) IGLNov 24 205-211
Staboratius
14 Tarsa Tarsae RMM 10 13 May 105
f(ilius) Bassus
15 C(aius) Val(erius) | IGLNov 64 222-235
Longinus
16 [--- Er]inius IGLNov 104bis 201-150
17 [---] Severus IGLNov 89 151-200
18 [---] Tauriscus IGLNov 88 151-200
19 [---] Valens IGLNov 64 222-235
20 Ignotus IGLNov 28 151-250
21 Ignotus IGLNov 43 151-200
22 Ignotus IGLNov 109bis 101-250
WOMEN
23 Aurelia Quieta IGLNov 82 222-235 (Kolendo,
EDH)
24 Catonia Ingenua AE 1999, 1335 =2006, 1203 201-250 (Kolendo,
AE)
151-200 (EDH)
25 Flavia Longina IGLNov 78 80-130 (Kolendo)
101-130 (EDH)
60-120
26 Flavia Vivia ILBulg 312 = CIL III 6233 = 7598 101-250
27 Tulia IGLNov 99 = AE 2006, 1203 131-150 (Kolendo)
131-170 (EDH)
28 Iulia Longina ILBulg 312 = CIL III 6233 = 7598 101-250
29 Marcia Marcella IGLNov 89 151-200 (Kolendo,
EDH)
30 Sammonia IGLNov 82 222-235 (Kolendo,
Antonia EDH)
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31 Suriana IGLNov 104bis = AE 1993, 1366 201-250 (Mrozewicz,
EDH)
32 Valeria Elphis AE 1999, 1334 =2002, +1245 Ist c. (AE, Kolendo)
151-200 (EDH)
33 Vibia Marcia IGLNov 80 = AE 2006, 1203 180-250 (Kolendo)
171-230 (EDH)
34 Ignota IGLNov 168 201-250 (Kolendo,
EDH)
CHILDREN
35 L(ucius) IGLNov 80 = CIL IIT 756 (p. 993, 171-230
Cornelius 1338) = ILBulg 302 = Conrad 384 =
Mampsalachanus AE 26, +1203 = 2010, +1410
36 Fl(avius) AE 1999, 1335 = AE 2006, 1203 151-200
Acceptus
37 Flavius Valerius ILBulg 312 = CIL III 6233 = 7598 101-250
38 Flavius V[er]us ILBulg 312 = CIL III 6233 = 7598 101-250
39 Flavius Vitalis ILBulg 312 = CIL III 6233 = 7598 101-250
OTHER
40 Cl(audius) IGLNov 104bis = AE 1993, 01366 201-250 (Mrozewicz,
Surianus EDH)
41 Publius Ferox IGLNov 81 = Conrad 376 =ILBulg 3 | 45-69 (EDH)
=AE 1914, 93 = 1919, 79 60-100
42 Publius Vitalis IGLNov 81 = Conrad 376 =ILBulg 3 | 45-69 (EDH)
=AE 1914, 93 = 1919, 79 60-100
43 Titius [---]r IGLNov 104bis = AE 1993, 1366 210-250 (Mrozewicz,
EDH)
44 Titius Heraclius [- | IGLNov 104bis = AE 1993, 1366 210-250 (Mrozewicz,
--]erini EDH)
45 M(arcus) IGLNov 76 = ILBulg 309 = IDRE II 201-250
Val(erius) 325 = AE 1987, 861
46 Valerius L(uci?) IGLNov 85 = Conrad 405 = ILBulg 71-130
f(ilius) Claudia 329 =1ILNov 59
[
47 Ignotus IGLNov 109a = AE 1993, 1367
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TABLE 2. CIVILIANS FROM NOVAE
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Chresimus

ILBulg 314 = AE 2006, +1203

P NAME REFERENCE DATING
MEN
1 Ael(ius) Alexander IGLNov 9 =ILNov 5 AE 1989, | after AD 225
636
2 Ae(lius) Macedo AE 1998, 1134 = AE 2003, 131-200
+1541
3 T(itus) Aelius Glaphyrus IGLNov 92 = Conrad 407 = 151-200
ILBulg 319
4 C(aius) Antonius Celer Vladkova 2015 101-200
5 M(arcus) Antonius Super | IGLNov 20 =ILNov 10 = AE 101-200
1994, 1522
6 M(arcus) Antonius IGLNov 93 = Conrad 399 = 51-100
M(arci) f(ilius) Aprio ILBulg 313 = AE 1914, 92 =
AE 1919, 80
7 M[arcus] [Antoni]us AE 1999, 1338 = AE 22, +1245 | 101-250
M(arci) f(ilius) [---]
8 M(arcus) Antonius IGLNov 93 = Conrad 399 = 51-100
Valentinus ILBulg 313 = AE 1914, 92 =
1919, 80
9 M(arcus) Anto[nius ---]r AE 1999, 1338 = AE 22, +1245 | 101-250
10 [Ant]oniu[s ---] AE 1999, 1338 = AE 22, +1245 | 101-250
11 M(arcus) Atronius IGLNov 94 = Conrad 388 = 101-150
Hermes ILNov 53 = ILBulg 326
12 M(arcus) Atronius Valens | IGLNov 94 101-150
13 A(ulus ?) Iun[ius ---] IGLNov 115 =ILBulg 274 101-250
14 Aur(elius) Elpidephorus IGLNov 82 = Conrad 395 = 222-235
ILNov 54
15 Aurel(ius) Victor IGLNov 91 = Conrad 379 = 140-200
ILBulg 317 = AE 1939, 123 = 151-250 (EDH)
1944, +16 = 1966, 352 =
1969/70, +565 = 2006, +1203
16 [-] Auxilius [---Jut[u]s IGLNov 1 =ILNov 1 = AE 101-250
1994, 1520
17 Sex(tus) Caesernius IGLNov 95= Conrad 390 = 101-150
Epitynchanus ILBulg 324
18 Cassius Q(uinti) I(ibertus) | IGLNov 97 = Conrad 385 = 51-100
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19 Q(uintus) Cassius IGLNov 114 =CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
Mode[stus] ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
20 Q(uintus) Cassius IGLNov 114 =CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
Sever[us] ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
21 Q(uintus) Cassius V[---] IGLNov 114 =CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
22 (Quintus Cassius) IGLNov 97 = Conrad 385 = 51-100
ILBulg 314 = AE 2006, +1203
23 C(aius) Cornelius Te[---] IGLNov 114 = CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
24 C(aius) C(---) Exa(---?) IGLNov 23 =ILNov 11 =43 = | 101-250
AE 1994, 1523
25 Doml[it]ius [T]imocra[tes] | AE 2004, 1251 101-300
26 Fla(vius) Fuscinus IGLNov 96 = Conrad 397 = 101-200
ILNov 57 = AE 1987, 864 =
2006, +1203
27 Fortunatius Lucilius IGLNov 41 =I1LNov 22 = AE 101-250
1994, +1524
28 M(arcus) Granius M(arci) | IGLNov 98 = Conrad 410 = 71-130
I(ibertus) Abascantus ILBulg 315
29 L(ucius) Hebeius Rufu[s] | IGLNov 114 = CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
30 C(aius) Iemonius La[---] IGLNov 114 =CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
31 C(aius) Tulius Castinus IGLNov 21 =1LBulg 271 = AE | 101-250
1932, 54
32 Tib(erius) Tul(ius) IGLNov 115 =1LBulg 274 101-250
Ar(t)emo
33 Tulius Dole(n)s AE 1998, 1137 230-300
34 Tulius Iero vel (H)iero IGLNov 100 = CIL III 7442 = 51-130
Conrad 411 =ILBulg 320 = AE
1966, 350 = AE 1969/70, +565
35 Tulius Statilis IGLNov 39 =1LBulg 281 = AE | 171-250
1964, 224
36 [L]icinius Rena[tus] IGLNov 15 =ILBulg 287 201-250
37 Q(uintus) Memmius IGLNov 22 = CIL III 7439 = 101-250
ILBulg 270
38 L(ucius) Metellus IGLNov 101 = CIL IIT 757 (p. 51-130
Papiriae (!) Tustus 993, 1338) = ILBulg 328
39 L(ucius) Oppius Maximus | IGLNoe 34 =LBulg 295 =AE | 101-250
1929, 120 = 1930, +76 = 1949,
202 = 1987, 859
40 (Marcus Paccius) IGLNov 102 = Conrad 413 = 51-200

ILBulg 323
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41 C(aius) Popillius IGLNov 103 = Conrad 387 = 101-200
Onesiphorus ILBulg 303 = AE 1944, +16 =
1966, 351 =2006, +1203
42 Q(uintus) Pullius IGLNov 104 = Conrad 391 = 101-200
Agathias ILBulg 316 = AE 1944, +16 =
AE 2006, +1203
43 Pullius Agathias IGLNov 104 = Conrad 391 = 101-200
ILBulg 316 = AE 1944, +16 =
AE 2006, +1203
44 Pullius Agathodorus IGLNov 104 = Conrad 391 = 101-200
ILBulg 316 = AE 1944, +16 =
AE 2006, +1203
45 C(aius) Valerius C(ai) AE 1999, 1336 = AE 2002, 131-170
f(ilius) Festus +1245 = AE 2003, +1541 =
Conrad 381
46 Val(erius) Eutyches IGLNov 43 =ILNov 24 = 101-250
RICIS 11 6180201
47 L(ucius) Valerius IGLNov 42 = ILBulg 298b = 101-250
Tucun(dus) AE 1985,734
48 C(aius) Vibius IGLNov 114 =CIL III 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
Eut[y]c[hes] ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
49 C(aius) Vibius Nata[lis] IGLNov 114 =CIL II1 758 = 80-150 (IGLNov)
ILBulg 269a 71-200 (EDH)
50 C(aius) Vibius Therapo IGLNov 79 = Conrad 404 = 101-150
ILBulg 307 = AE 1939, 121 =
2006, +1203
51 [- Vlinicius [---] [---]ictus | IGLNov 106 = CIL III 760 = 101-200
CIL IIT 7443 = ILBulg 327
PEREGRINI AND SLAVES
52 Basileus IGLNov 107 = Conrad 398 = 201-250
ILBulg 325 = CLEMoes 035 =
SEG-47, 1153 = AE 2006,
+1203
53 Kyzicius (Kyzikios) IGLNov 107 = Conrad 398 = 201-250
ILBulg 325 = CLEMoes 035 =
SEG-47, 1153 = AE 2006,
+1203
54 Melichrysus P(ubli) IGLNov 35 =ILBulg 289 = 100
Caragoni Philopalaestri CIMRM 1II 2269 = AE 1940,
100
55 Nestor Demetri IGLNov 48 =1LNov 21 = AE 101-200

1989, 637




58 Agniezska Tomas
UNKNOWN STATUS
56/ | Ignoti (filii) IGLNov 101 = CIL IIT 757 (p. 51-130
57 993, 1338) = ILBulg 328
WOMEN
58 [A]cutia [L]iberalis IGLNov 11 101-250
59 Aeclia Dionysia IGLNov 91 = AE 26, 1203 140-200
151-250 (EDH)
60 Aelia Publia IGLNov 91 = AE 26, 1203 140-200
151-250 (EDH)
61 Antonia Aprulla IGLNov 93 = Conrad 399 = 51-100
ILBulg 313 = AE 1914, 92 =
1919, 80
62 Antonia Optata IGLNov 92 130-200
quae Maura
63 Flora(?) [Ant]onia AE 1999, 1338 = AE 22, +1245 | 101-250 (EDH)
64 Atilia C(h)rysidi AE 1999, 1336 131-170 (EDH)
(Atilia C. f. Chrysidi)
65 Atronia Tycheni IGLNov 94 101-130
66 Caesernia Victoria IGLNov 95 101-150
67 Grania Fusca IGLNov 98 81-100
68 Tul[ia ---] IGLNov 100 71-100
51-130 (EDH)
69 Metella Felicia IGLNov 101 51-130
70 Paccia Euphro[syne ---] IGLNov 103 =AE 2006, 1203 101-200
71 Pa[cci]a Severa IGLNov 102 81-100
72 Pullia Agathe IGLNov 104 =AE 26, 1203 Principate
101-150 (EDH)
73 Tannonia Valetina IGLNov 93 = Conrad 399 = 51-100
ILBulg 313 = AE 1914, 92 =
1919, 80
74 Tetteia C(ai) f(ilia) AE 2013, 1338 151-200
Maximia
75 Val(eria) Iulia IGLNov 96 =AE 1987, 864 = 101-200
AE 26, +1203
76 Viccia Saturnina Vladkova 2015 101-200
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77 Vi[n]icia M[et][el]la? IGLNov 106 101-200
PEREGRINAE AND FEMALE SLAVES
78 Edyporic IGLNov 181 151-200
79 Char[a]gonia Arche[---]i AE 2004, 1251 101-300
80 Hedone Nyphi(i?) IGLNov 48 101-200

TABLE 3. PEOPLE OF UNKNOWN STATUS (MILITARY OR CIVILIAN / FREE OR SLAVES)

P NAME REFERENCE DATING
MEN

1 C. Anton(ius) Mag(nus) Tomas 2016, 190, 151-300
Appendix 3, No. S.1

2 Antonius ILNovae 106 = IGLNov unknown
119

3 Arrius AE 2011, 1124a; J. Flavian
Kolendo. T. Kowal,
Novensia 22,2011, 67-71;
Fig. 3

4 C(aius) At[t]ius Tus[---] IGLNovae 105 = CIL IIT 51-250
759 = ILBulg 321

5 Aur(elius) Val(---) AE 2011, 1126

6 [V]aleriu[s] M(arci) f(ilius) IGLNovae 105 = CIL III 51-250

Fab(ia) Mer[---] 759 = ILBulg 321

7 Val(erius) Victor AE 2008, 1185 151-270

8 Vinulu(s) IGLNov 115 =1LBulg 274 101-250

9 [--- Pr]ocul[us(?) ---] AE 2004, 1247 101-250

10 | [---]gius Celsus IGLNov 37 =ILNov 19 = 101-250
AE 1999, +1329

11 [---]tius Er[---]nus AE 2011, 1128

12 | [---]us Maxim[ianus?] IGLNov 37 =1ILNov 19 = 101-250
AE 1999, +1329

13 | [---]us Vitalis IGLNov 116 =ILNovae
105

14 | [---] Crescens AE 2011, 1128
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15 | [---]nius Phr(---) IGLNov 2 =ILBulg 278 = 101-250
AE 1944, 17 = AE 1950, 1
16 | Ignotus AE 1999, 1337 101-200 (EDH)
WOMEN
17 | Secunda IGLNov 107 = IGBulg 151-250
5262 = AE 26, 1203 201-250 (EDH)
18 | Titiana AE 1999, 1337 101-200 (EDH)
19 | [Ti]tini(a) AE 1999, 1337 101-200 (EDH)
20 | [---]ia Crep[---] AE 2011, 1130 unknown
21 | Ignota IGLNov 112 =AE 26, 1203 | 220-235
201-250 (EDH)
22 | Ignota IGLNov 107 =IGBulg 151-250

5262=AE 26, 1203

201-250 (EDH)
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CHART 5. MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY FAMILIES
FROM NOVAE
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CHART 8 . THE NAMES OF CIVILIANS FROM NOVAE
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Ivo ToOPALILOV

A New Funerary Stele from Ratiaria”

Plate 9

In 2014, during the archaeological excavation of the so-called “Praetorium” at Late
antique Ratiaria in northwestern Bulgaria a funerary stele was found in the debris of
massive destructions caused by treasure-hunting in the previous decade.! The stele is
among the earliest ones found in Ratiaria, and in its specifics it differs from what is
known so far from the region.? The interest increases also if one considers the date of
the monument itself in the very early colonial period where the evidence is scanty and
every new inscription is of great importance. Therefore, the main goal of this study is
to publish the stele itself which may shed some light on the early colonial society in
Ratiaria.

The stele is of rectangular shape, broken in its lower part (P1. 9, fig. 1).3 It has two
fields — the upper one which is a framed inscription and the lower one with no relief.
The inscription field is also of a rectangular shape with 39 cm height and 25 cm width,
double framed. The inscription fills the entire inner space, divided into four lines and
easily readable as follows:

C. TREBIVS VA-
LERIANVS
FRATRI PIEN-
TISSIMO.

“C(aius) Trebius Valerianus to his very pious brother.” (P1. 9, fig. 2)

The size of the letters of the first two lines mentioning the name of the deceased’s
brother is bigger than those in the next two lines (1. 1-2: 5 cm; 1. 3—4: 4 cm).

The lower part of the stele comprises another field which is concave and unframed,
without any decoration. Its dimensions differ from the inscription field (48/42 cm).

My sincere thanks to Hannsjorg Ubl, Adam Kemezis, Hadrien Bru, and the anonymous
reviewer for their valuable assistance in preparing this paper.
I On the building, its identification, features, development, various construction levels in
the late 3"-6" century — see Kuzmanov 2000, 27-43.
2 On the funerary stelae found in Ratiaria and its vicinity — see mostly Jlumurpos 1942;

I'epos 1949; Ctoes 2014.
3 Height: 115 cm, width: 69 cm, depth: 28 cm.
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The stele had no other decoration with one exception. An obscure object is depicted
on the left side of the frame (P1. 9, fig. 3). It will be discussed below.

The interpretation of the stele raises some questions regarding both iconographical
and onomastic aspects as the stele is unfinished. Some comments on these problems
follow in the next paragraphs.

Let us start with the iconographical questions raised by the stele. Despite its anom-
alous features, possibly due to the fact that the stele is unfinished, it seems that our
funerary stele belongs to the type with an inscription field in the upper part and a relief
field on the lower part. In this type the stelae differ in their pediment which may be
triangular, semi-circular, or horizontal. It seems that in our case it is horizontal.

This type appears although not very frequently in the Danube provinces as well as
in Lower Danube provinces.* In the funerary stelae found in the necropolises of Ratiaria
and its vicinity, the lower field is usually treated as a socle which contains the vase-
and-tendrils motif,> a motif which appeared at Ratiaria at the beginning of the 2" cen-
tury AD® and spread over its vicinity.” It seems that these and other motifs were all
adopted from southern Pannonia.® The deeper curved field of our stele, however, may
indicate that the motif was not engraved, moreover, the lower field is bigger than the
usual socle which contains the vase-and-tendril motifs. With such a big lower field, our
stele differs significantly from the other stelae known from Ratiaria.

The type of stele which is typically “military” and the manner of its shaping, deco-
ration, curving, including the specifics of the frame but also the ductus and layout of
the letters and the epitaph, I would not hesitate to date to the beginning/first decade of
the 2" century AD.

The identification of the obscure object presented on the left side of the stele seems
to be more difficult. The poor preservation does not allow its certain identification.
Unfortunately, the epitaph does not supply any information about the profession of the
deceased. It seems to me, however, that two main hypotheses may be proposed which
differ significantly in their nature and purpose: a vitis and a tool of a sculptor or stone-
cutter.

If we suppose that in our case we are dealing with a vitis, what is most striking is
that it appears too straight and regular for a vine branch; such a presentation is physi-
cally impossible.

As it may be observed when studying the funerary stelae in the Lower Danube, the
image of a vitis is not among the images commonly seen, even on the centurions’ stelae.
In fact, only two images have so far been identified as such, both deriving from stelae

4 On the funerary stelae from Moesia Inferior — see Conrad 2004; see also JumurpoB

1942; on the funerary stelae in Lower Pannonia — see Dautova-Rusevljan 1983; Schober 1923;
on the funerary stelae in Dalmatia — see recently 3atosuh 1995.

5 See Humutpos 1942, 30-31, Nrs. 30, 32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39.

¢ See [lumutpos 1942, 23, Nr. 6.

7 See for instance the tombstone of Trebia Lucia from Timacum minus — CIL III 14586 =
ILJug 1307 = IMS 111/2 59.

8 See Mocsy 2014, 180.
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from Novae. In the first case, an object similar to ours is depicted in the lower part of
the inscription field of a stele dated to the late 1¥/beginning of the 2™ century,’ while
in the second it is presented with a gladius, again dated to the end of the 1% century. '
Both images are identified as vitis,'! but some discrepancies may be observed. This is
important, since both images come from the same workshop at the same time. Thus, in
sharp contrast to the first case, the vine branch in the second case is presented excep-
tionally realistic with its roughness. The image of the first case is more stylized, just as
that one in Ratiaria and according to the epitaph the deceased was not a centurio but
rather an ordinary soldier. This unusual shape of the vitis raises the question whether
the object itself was a vifis at all. In a sense, this monument is analogous to ours with a
framed inscription field and the presentation of a single object.

The examples mentioned here as well as those found in Thrace, where the vitis is
depicted,'? clearly reveal that no tradition for the depiction of the vitis was established
in Lower Moesia or Thrace; the images differ significantly due to the abilities of the
craftsman or other reasons.

The second hypothesis is that the obscure object may be interpreted as a sculptor’s
or stone-cutter’s tool, perhaps a chisel.!* Similar images of a scalprum, tornus or cae-
lum are known from archaeological excavations, but also from paintings in the House
of the Vettii in Pompeii and funerary stelae. Their types display a variety of shapes in
the rear part of the tool. They can also be broad- or narrow-bladed. It seems that a chisel
with the shape of the obscure object from the stele from Ratiaria belongs to a type of
which more than 18 examples have been discovered so far in Thrace and both Moesian
provinces in what is now Bulgaria with a major concentration near Roman fortresses
along the Danube.!* It is usual, however, for such images to include all of the stone-
cutter’s tools which is not the case with our stele.

The poor quality of the object’s depiction contrasts with the inscription and frame
of that field. It allows for another interpretation of the object, linked again with stone-
cutting. In this case it can be identified as a cuneus (wedge), found almost everywhere
in Thrace and both Moesiae. '

The case, however, could be more mundane. Judging from the lower part of the
stele, it seems it is unfinished. The lack of the name of the deceased in the epitaph also
may suggest that this is in fact a partially completed stele, which accordingly may have
never been in use. If this is so, another line of interpretation becomes plausible, as John
Bodel pointed out to me. He is inclined to interpret the object as a mason’s mark, made
for indicating where a stone is to be inserted in the building. This possibility should not

9 Conrad 2004, 235, Nr. 405.

10 Conrad 2004, 235, Nr. 406.

11 Conrad 2004, 88.

12 See the examples in Topalilov 2002, 59-65 and Slawisch 2007, 181, Nr. P 32, Taf. 9;
187, Nr. Rh 2, Taf. 17.

13 My sincere thanks go to John Clarke for sharing this idea with me.

14 See Yomakos 2010, 105-106, fig. 168.

15 See Yomaxos 2010, 112-114, figs. 186, 188.
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be excluded considering the place where the stele was found — in the debris of a late
antique ‘Residence’, undoubtedly one of the most important buildings in Ratiaria at that
time.

Keeping all these observations in mind, but also the similarity between this object
and the one interpreted as a vitis on a stele from Novae, I am inclined to accept that the
obscure object depicted on the left on the stele found in Ratiaria is a depiction of a
centurio’s mark rather than a stone-cutter’s tool, if it is not a mason’s mark added at a
later period.'®

The epitaph also raises a question difficult to answer: the identification of C(aius)
Trebius Valerianus as the deceased or the name of the person who set up the stele.

It is clear that in the 1% century in Lower Danube the name of the deceased is in the
nominative case and the text is divided into several simple sentences. By the late 1% to
the beginning of the 2™ century, however, some changes occurred and it was more
common to use the dative case instead of the nominative when the deceased is presented
and the sentences increased in length.!” In these cases the name of the person who set
up the stele/monument is in the nominative case while the relation between him and the
deceased is given in the dative case. This is particularly observed in the funerary stelae
dated to the first half of the 2™ century.'® It is unclear when the change in the case of
the deceased’s name took place since the old practice continued at least until the mid-
2™ century and later.

If we follow the scheme observed it seems that in the case of C. Trebius Valerianus
and his unnamed brother we are dealing with the rare cases where the name of the
deceased is missing in his own funeral epitaph, but instead the name of the person who
set up the monument appeared.!® It is not, however, the only peculiarity of the inscrip-
tion. As one may observe, the epigraphic formula DM which is very characteristic for
the Ratiarian stelae of late 1% — first half of 2™ century is also missing.?® All this may
imply that the inscription is uncomplete or incorrect. If it is the former, we should ex-
pect a second part with the name of the deceased and the usual DM formula. As the
stele has been left unfinished, however, I am inclined to accept that the inscription itself
is in fact incorrect which might have caused the abandoning of the stele which remained
unfinished and apparently might have not been in use at all. So, it seems that C. Trebius
Valerianus set up the stele for his frater pientissimus who remains unnamed, but who
was most probably another C. Trebius or of this sort.

16 On similar depictions of the vitis dated from late 1%t century onward — see Ubl 2013,

399. An analysis of this kind of depiction — see Ubl 2013, 231-249.

17" Jlumurpos 1942, 18-19.

18 See for instance AE 1938, 95: D.M. / C. Valerio C. fil. Pap. Firmo...C. Val. Firmus
dec. col. eiusd. patri pientissim. f. c.

19 A similar example may be found in AE 1976, 00667: D(is) M(anibus) / filio / Iul(ius)
Cel/sus mil(es) / leg(ionis) IIII Fl(aviae). I thank Werner Eck for showing me this example.

20 See'epos 1953, 357, Nrs. 9, 12, 13; 368, Nrs. 183, 184, 185, 186 etc.
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Nonetheless, the stele, despite its obscure character, provides information about the
origin of gens Trebia which belonged to the society of newly established colonia Ulpia
Traiana Ratiaria®' in light of the person mentioned: C. Trebius Valerianus. The simple
mention of the latter only by name shows that he and his gens were easily recognised
in the colonial society.

Despite the fact that the gentile name of Trebius originated from the Oscan onomas-
tic?? (regio I1),%* and was widespread in Campania,?* it seems that Trebii on the Danube
provinces originated from the northern part of Italia, possibly from Aquileia where they
are attested as early as the first half of the 1% century,? and Bononia (Bologna) where
they were assigned to the tribe Lemonia in the second half of that century.?® The reset-
tlement of the Trebii to the Lower Danube provinces was undoubtedly through the Ro-
man army. There is a number of inscriptions that mention the Trebii from the 1% century
found in Dalmatia with the earliest among them dated to AD 37-41.?7 Almost all known
examples deal with the military and their families,?® of which C. Trebius Firmus, the
veteran of /eg. XI of Zadar has the same praenomen and nomen as that in Ratiaria.
Another C. Trebius Firmus is also attested in northern Italia, e. g. Patavium,?® which
may be a clue for the origin of the aforementioned veteran of the /eg. XI. The name of
C. Trebius Valerianus of Ratiaria suggests that the person had some ties to the military
milieu and a possible connection to the aforementioned C. Trebius Firmus of Zadar
should not be excluded.3’

It is assumed that the foundation of the first cities in Pannonia and Moesia Superior
was based either on settlements of veterans or existing settlements of Roman citizens.
It seems that the colonies from the time of Flavians were founded by deductio, as the
cases of Siscia, Sirmium, and Scupi reveal. 3! It is not, however, the case with Trajanic
colonies albeit they are regarded usually as examples of such cities. For instance, the
inscriptions found in Poetovio in which veterans from at least three legions are attested
do not provide any crucial evidence for a single mass settlement of veterans undertaken
when the colony was founded. It was perhaps the urban development which had begun
in the vicinity of the legionary fortress which form the basis of the new city. >

21 CIL III 14499; 14500.

2 Salomies 1987, 94, 158, 160; Birley 1999, 244; AE 2003, 518.

2 In that region Trebii is found in several inscriptions such as AE 1976, 167; 1983, 211;
CIL 1425.

24 In some studies this gentilicium is identified as Campanian — see for instance AE 1999,
1777.

25 See the amphorae with stamp L. Tre. Optati — AE 2002, 269.

26 See the inscription AE 1988, 565.

27 CIL III 8472.

2 CILIII 3127;2917; 2918.

2 CIL V 2790.

30 Another Trebius is also attested in Zadar — M. Trebius Proculus — see CIL III 2931.

31 See Mocsy 2014, 112-117.

32 See Mocsy 2014, 118-119.
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This is probably also the case with Ratiaria. Thus, B. Gerov is inclined to believe
that it was the older Moesian settlement which rapidly developed throughout the 1%
century, but without an urban status, that played a significant role in the establishment
of the Roman colony. The intense trade and military life of the settlement led to the
creation of a river port by which after the end of the Dacian wars the Roman colony
was established.?* Veterans were settled at Ratiaria as the inscriptions reveal, but no
deductio is attested so far. Initially, they mostly came from the legio VII Claudia,®
although some other legions are also attested sporadically and became the elite of Ra-
tiaria and most probably some of them were granted with decuriones’ status.® It is very
likely that both Trebii discussed here, also belonged to the legio VII Claudia or to a
probable vexillation that was stationed in the area in the last decades of the 1% century
as numerous stamped bricks reveal.>’ It is known that in the time of Claudius the legio
VII was stationed in Dalmatia, but as late as AD 57-58 it was transferred to Moesia
probably to replace the departing leg. /11 Scythica. As may be observed, the movement
of the name Trebius seems to coincide with the movement of the legion through Dal-
matia to Moesia. It remains unclear if the unknown brother of C. Trebius Valerianus,
who was a centurion, gained his honesta missio and entered the ordo decurionum. The
very typical ‘military’ type stele may suggest that he was in fact still in military service
like the active soldiers known also from the funerary stelae found in Ratiaria among
which the centurions Coelius Ingenuus, Q. Cornelius Graptus, and C. Numitorius Sen-
eca are attested.?® It seems, however, that if not him, at least his brother settled in Rati-
aria had become a member of the colonial elite and some Trebii are known from the
region of later time. Indeed, they are not numerous, as only two examples are attested
so far, both found in Timacum minus. The first one is a certain Trebia Lucia, who was
a wife of the veteran Sall(ustius) Vale(n)s>® and whose funerary stele is dated roughly
to the 2" century while the second one is Trebia Marcellina attested in the epitaph set
up by her husband, M. Aurelius Augustinus,* who is also known by his epitaph as a
praetorian veteran.*! The latter epitaph is dated between the last quarter of 2" and the
middle of the 3™ century.

3 Tepos 1952, 18; 69-70.

34 Tt currently remains unclear where the Roman colony was located. The recent excavations
prove that the provincial capital was built on the place where probably a military camp from the
first half of the 1 century was located — see Topalilov 2013/2014, 95-104; Dimitrov 2013/2014,
105-119; Dimitrov 2014, 497-506; Dimitrov 2015a, 185—-196; Dimitrov 2015b, 563—579; Dimi-
trov 2015c, 1022-1035; Dimitrov 2016, 205-230. A clue for the location of the colony might be
the two inscriptions which refer to a sanctuary of Diana from the first half — mid-2" century
found in the locality of ‘Babuya’ — see Topalilov / Bru 2016, 217-223; Topalilov 2017, 292—
296; on the ‘Babuya’ locality — see also Luka 2014, 59-61.

35 Tepos 1949, 30.

36 See AE 1938, 95; Mdcsy 1970, 162-163.

37 On them — see MBanos 2014, 147-170.

38 CIL III 6293; 12649; Mocsy 1970, 169.

3 CIL III 14586 = ILJug 1307 = IMS 111/2 59.

40 TLJug 1293 = IMS 111/2 55.

41 ILJug 1292 =IMS 111/2 27.
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Timacum minus is known as an auxiliary fort which was garrisoned at least already
during the reign of Vespasian by the cohors I Thracum Syriaca.** In the time of Ha-
drian, however, this unit seems to have been transferred to Moesia inferior as a military
diploma issued on January 19, 136 implies* and probably replaced by cohors II Aurelia
Dardanorum.* Despite this, it remains an auxiliary fort and an important centre as
some epitaphs of the municipal elite of Ratiaria are also attested.* The aforementioned
epitaphs reveal that members of gens Trebia also settled in the area, and while M. Au-
relius Augustinus was a pretorian veteran, Sall(ustius) Vale(n)s might have been a vet-
eran from the military unit stationed there. As no other Trebii are attested in the prov-
ince of Moesia Superior, and the neighboring Moesia Inferior and Pannonia Inferior so
far, I think that a clear link between the two Trebii brothers we know from Ratiaria and
those from Timacum minus may be established, with the latter regarded as heirs. If so,
we may conclude that gens Trebia attested in Ratiaria and its administrative territory
has a military milieu and date back to the very beginning of the establishment of the
colony itself. It is also possible that at least C. Trebius Valerianus gained the honesta
missio and settled in the area, possibly entering the ordo decurionum in Ratiaria and
established the gens Trebia in the colonial and provincial society.
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INGRID WEBER-HIDEN

Die epigraphischen Zeugnisse von Freigelassenen
in Carnuntum und seinem Hinterland
Uberlegungen zur mdglichen wirtschaftlichen Bedeutung
der Freigelassenen

Tafeln 10-11

Grundlage der vorliegenden Untersuchung sind die circa 1700 Inschriften aus
Carnuntum und seinem Hinterland. Die Studie geht von der Uberlegung aus, dass die
Errichtung von Grabmonumenten — Weihinschriften von Freigelassenen sind nur in
extrem kleiner Zahl aus Carnuntum' und gar nicht aus dem Hinterland belegt — eine
gewisse finanzielle Potenz voraussetzt. Als Einkommensquelle sind im Wesentlichen
Handel und Gewerbe anzunehmen, wie uns die Vergleiche etwa aus Noricum zeigen.
Dort spielten Freigelassene in der Wirtschaft in den sich gerade bildenden Stidten
eine groBe Rolle. Zeugnisse dafiir kennen wir vor allem vom Magdalensberg? und
Flavia Solva®, wo besonders in den frithen Phasen Grabinschriften fiir Freigelassene
vor allem von Héndlern aus Oberitalien liberwiegen, aber wie siecht das weiter nord-
lich in Carnuntum und in seinem Umland aus?

Betrachtet man die iltesten Grabstelen aus Carnuntum aus claudischer®, wenn
nicht sogar tiberischer® Zeit, so zeigt sich, dass solche vor allem fiir Soldaten aus
Oberitalien errichtet wurden, aber auch fiir mehrere Freigelassene. Charakteristisch
fiir die frithe Phase sind eine schlichte Stelenform mit oben abgerundetem Abschluss,
die man in einer Vielzahl auch in Aquileia finden kann®, sowie das Fehlen von cog-

! CIL 11T 4423, 4447 und 11089.

2 Weber-Hiden 2013b, 585-610, Harding / Jacobsen 1988, 123.

3 Harding / Jacobsen 1988, 135.

4 Bislang wurde die Anwesenheit der legio XV Apollinaris wegen der Funde aus dem Le-
gionslager ab 40 n. Chr. angenommen, also in claudischer Zeit, so Mosser 2003, 14 und zuletzt
Humer 2014, 37.

> Antike Autoren erwiihnen ein Winterlager in Carnuntum unter Tiberius: Vell. Pat., His-
toria Romana II 109.5, 110.1 und Plin., HN IV 80. Ein solches ist moglicherweise mit einem
bei geophysikalischen Untersuchungen westlich von Petronell entdeckten Lager unter spéteren
Hausresten zu identifizieren. Eine Karte mit den Ergebnissen in: Humer / Wachter 2016, 45
Abb. 11.

¢ Die Verbindung zu Aquileia wird auch durch eine Veteranenvexillation der 15. Legion
unterstrichen.
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nomina und die Absenz von Veteranen. Auch die Tatsache, dass ein Militdrtribun
(Taf. 10, Abb. 1) lediglich eine schmucklose Grabstele dieser Form erhalten hat,
spricht dafiir, dass diese einfachen Grabmonumente zu einer Zeit erschaffen wurden,
als das Angebot noch sehr bescheiden war und die Werkstitten nicht mit gut geschul-
tem Personal bestiickt waren. Vor Ort gab es noch keine oder zumindest keine ada-
quaten Produktionsstitten filir kiinstlerisch anspruchsvolle Grabmonumente, sodass
die Werkstétten nicht nur fir Militdrangehorige, sondern auch fiir Zivilpersonen, die
wie der /ixa Gaius Aemilius’ mit dem Militirtross nach Carnuntum gekommen sind,
arbeiten mussten.

Der interessante Begriff /ixa konnte bislang nur auf vier Inschriften gefunden wer-
den, wobei allen gemeinsam ist, dass ein deutlicher militdrischer Bezug hergestellt
werden kann®. Die Interpretation des Begriffes reicht vom einfachen Kaufmann bis
zum Sklavenhindler und fiir einen ganzen Militéirtross®. Sehr wahrscheinlich kann
man unter einem /ixa einen Marketender verstehen, der sich dem Heerestross ange-
schlossen hatte und in den canabae sein Geschift fiihrte. Sie waren oft die einzige
Bezugsquelle fiir nichtmilitirische Giiter und hatten nicht selten sogar ein Monopol
auf Waren wie Ol, Wein oder Terra Sigillata. Solche Marketender mussten nicht nur
Soldaten, sondern auch Reisende mit allen mdglichen Dingen versorgen, wobei man
auch die Freizeitgestaltung nicht vergessen darf, also Spielen, Trinken und ein Ange-
bot an Prostituierten.

Vollig schmucklose Grabstelen erhielten in Carnuntum neben dem bereits erwéhn-
ten tribunus'® drei Soldaten und besagter /ixa aus Patavium!! (Taf. 10, Abb. 2), dem
heutigen Padova, und Melphomene'?, /iberta des Lucius Petronius. Es ist also nicht
auszuschlieflen, dass diese wie der /ixa zum Militartross gehorte.

Die bescheidene Form der Grabsteine muss nicht auf beschréinkte finanzielle Mit-
tel der Verstorbenen zuriickzufiihren sein, sondern war wohl eher dem alternativlosen
Angebot zu verdanken. Leider war es gerade in der Friihphase von Carnuntum nicht
iiblich, den Steinsetzer zu nennen, sodass wir iliber die Auftraggeber keinerlei Infor-
mationen besitzen.

7 CIL I 11259.

8 CIL XIII 8732 aus Neviomagus (Germania inferior), AE 1996, 1336 in Oescus (Moesia
inferior) und AE 1990, 1012 aus Syria.

9 Als literarischen Beleg fiir /ixa ist Quintilian heranzuziehen: Quint., Inst. 8, 6, 42: nam
fit (oratio) longa et impedita, ubi congestrioribus eam iungas similem agmini totidem lixas
habenti quot milites, cui et numerus est duplex nec duplum virium.

10 AE 2002, 1150: L(ucius) Cossutius / L(ucii) f(ilius) Sab(atina) Costa / trib(unus)
mil(itum) / leg(ionis) XV Apol(linaris).

1 CIL 1T 11259: C(aius) Aemilius / C(aii) f{ilius) Fab(ia) Pata(vio) / lixa an(norum) XXV
/ h(ic) s(itus) e(st). / Ex testamen/to fieri iussit.

12 CIL I 11277: Petronia L(ucii) l(iberta) Mel/phomene ann(orum) XXX / h(ic) [s(ita)]

e(st).
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Zumindest ein gerahmtes Inschriftenfeld schmiickt die Grabstele des L. Cominius
Firmus '3, ein weiterer /ixa aus Ateste, dem heutigen Este in Oberitalien, die von sei-
nen Briidern errichtet wurde.

Abgesehen von Soldaten und den erwdhnten /ixae erhielten auch libertae solche
einfachen Grabstelen mit einem abgerundeten oberen Abschluss. Eine dieser Freige-
lassenen war Marcana'#, deren etruskischer Name einen Hinweis auf ihre Herkunft
gibt und eine weitere war Fausta'®, die sogar zwei Grabstelen finanzierte, eine fiir ihre
patrona, die bereits genannte Marcana und eine fiir sich, auf der auch noch weitere
Freigelassene erwihnt werden, das Médchen Nobilis und Q. Miccio Q. L. Felix. Die
unter den Zivilpersonen liberwiegenden freigelassenen Frauen auf den dltesten Grab-
denkmilern von Carnuntum, lassen uns an bestimmte Tatigkeiten in Zusammenhang
mit der stationierten Legion denken, vielleicht der Art, wie sie in Berthold Brechts
»Mutter Courage und ihre Kinder* beschrieben wird.

Freilich diirfen nicht alle Freigelassenen mit solchen Aufgaben wie Unterhaltung
und Versorgung der Soldaten in Verbindung gebracht werden, denn ab der 2. Hilfte
des 1. Jh. gibt es nur noch Belege fiir libertae, die von ihren Ménnern oder Vitern
freigelassen wurden, wobei die patroni ausnahmslos Veteranen waren. Diese freige-
lassenen Frauen hatten im Gegensatz zu der oben erwéhnten Marcana oder der Fausta
keinerlei wirtschaftliche Bedeutung. Das gilt auch fiir die ersten freigelassenen Mén-
ner in Carnuntum, die auf schlichten Grabstelen des Typus A mit gerahmtem Inschrif-
tenfeld bezeugt sind. Einer dieser /iberti war ein sechzehnjihriger Knabe'®, der andere
war neunzehn Jahre alt!’, ein Angehdriger des Germanenstammes der Hermunduri.
Eine Interpretation als Héndler ist daher wenig iiberzeugend.

Die ab der 2. Halfte des 1. Jh. bezeugten ménnlichen Libertinen wurden mehrheit-
lich von Soldaten freigelassen und hatten die Pflicht, fiir den Grabstein ihres patronus
zu sorgen, aber erstaunlicherweise taten sie das nie allein. Entweder finanzierten zwei
liberti den Grabstein, wie Ianuarius und Modestus fiir den centurio Helvius'® oder ein

13 AE 2008, 1099: L(ucius) Cominius / T(iti) f(ilius) Romil(ia) / Firmus lixa / annor(um)
XXV / h(ic) s(itus) e(st). / T(itus) et C(aius) Comini / fratri posuerunt. / Cominius hic iaceo / sed
morte peremptufs] / [optab]am in patriam [de] / [hinc] cum fratribus / [ve]rti quos liqui et /
[m]orti debita fata dedi. / O utinam Italiae poti/us mea fata dedissent, / quam premeret
cinefres] / [barbara terra meos].

14 AE 2008, 1098: Marcana / L(uci) I(iberta) Chrysario /an(norum) XXXV / h(ic) s(ita)
e(st) / Fausta Il(iberta) / [p]os(u)i[t?- - -].

15 AE 1977, 618: V(iva) f(ecit) / Marcana / Fausta (mulieris) I(iberta) / sibi et Nobilini /
l(ibertae) suae an(norum) XXV / et Q(uinto) Miccioni(o) / Q(uinti) l(iberto) Felici / an(norum)
XXXV / h(ic) s(itus) e(st).

16 CIL Il 11265: Fabius Q(uinti) l(ibertus) / Chrysanthus / ann(orum) XVI / h(ic) s(itus)
e(st). P(atronus) p(osuit).

17 CIL I 14359* Vibius Cn(aei) I(ibertus) / Logus / an(norum) XIX nat(ione) /
[Her]mundur(us) /- - -.

18 AE 2001, 1650: C(aius) Helvius / L(uci) f{ilius) Pol(lia) Fus/cus (centurio) leg(ionis)
XV / Apol(linaris) ann(orum) / LV h(ic) s(itus) e(st). / lanuarius / et Modestus / liberti
p(osuerunt).
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romischer Biirger zusammen mit einem /ibertus als Erben, wie Sucesus und M. Mini-
cius!® sowie Bassus und L. Cluvius®. Rechtliche Griinde gab es dafiir nicht, sodass
man vielleicht finanzielle Probleme als Hintergrund fiir diese Besonderheit vermuten
darf.

Grabdenkmaler fiir freigelassene Ménner sind in Carnuntum nicht gerade haufig
zu finden und die Mehrheit gehort in das 2. Jh., wohingegen freigelassene Frauen
deutlich 6fter in der 1. Hilfte des 1. Jh. vertreten sind, und im Gegensatz zu ihren
ménnlichen Kollegen waren sie auch in der Lage, Grabstelen alleine zu finanzieren?!,
Welche Titigkeit sie auch immer ausfiihrten, sie verdienten dabei auf jeden Fall recht
gut. Allen gemein ist aber, dass sie eng mit dem Heer verbunden waren.

Eine ganz andere Situation haben wir am Magdalensberg, wo deutlich mehr ménn-
liche Freigelassene belegt sind, die als Stellvertreter ihrer Patrone die Geschifte fiihr-
ten??. Die meisten lassen sich auf Handelshéiuser in Aquileia zuriickfiihren, wohinge-
gen die wenigen weiblichen Freigelassenen keltische Namen tragen und dementspre-
chend der lokalen Bevolkerung angehorten.

Ein Legionsstandort mit den dazugehdrigen canabae hat demnach ein anderes ge-
sellschaftliches Spektrum als eine zivile Siedlung. Der Einfluss des Militdrs macht
sich auch im Umland von Carnuntum oder auch von Vindobona bemerkbar. So ldsst
sich beobachten, dass die meines Erachtens heereseigenen Werkstitten in Carnuntum
Grabstelen fiir die einheimische Bevolkerung lieferten oder sie zumindest in der duf3e-
ren Form beeinflussten. Die Grabstele des Reuso aus Mddling?® (Taf. 10, Abb. 3)
etwa zeigt deutliche Parallelen sowohl in Form als auch Schrift mit solchen von Sol-
daten aus Carnuntum?* (Taf. 10, Abb. 4), sodass man davon ausgehen kann, dass sie
auch in Carnuntum hergestellt wurde, wo der Verstorbene moglicherweise im Dienst
der Armee als Maurer tétig war. Reuso hat einen als pannonisch bezeichneten Namen,
wohingegen sein Vater einen keltischen mit der Bedeutung ,.der Dicke* oder ,,der
SpaBBmacher* fiihrt.

Ahnlich im Stil, vor allem im duBeren Aufbau, aber deutlich schlechter in der Aus-
filhrung sind die Grabsteine, die in Katzelsdorf und in Velm gefunden wurden. Aus
Katzelsdorf?® stammt die Grabstele fiir einen Sklaven und eine Freigelassene, die den

19 Vorbeck 1980a, Nr. 161: C(aius) Attius C(aii) f{ilius) / Voturia Exor/atus miles
leg(ionis) XV / Apol(linaris) anno(rum) XXXXIV / stipend(iorum) XXIIII / h(ic) s(itus) e(st). /
M(arcus) Minicius et / Sucesus (!) l(ibertus) / posierunt.

20 CIL W1 13483: C(aius) lulius / C(aii) f{(ilius) Corne(lia) / Thessal(onica) / mil(es)
leg(ionis) XV / Apolli(naris) ann(orum) / XXXI stip(endiorum) XII / h(ic) s(itus) e(st). / C(aius)
Cl(u)vius / et Bassus / I(ibertus) h(eredes) p(osuerunt).

2 Eine Liste der Grabsteine von Freigelassenen aus Carnuntum bei Weber-Hiden 2013b,
602.

22 Weber-Hiden 2013a, 593-597.

23 CIL I 11304: Reuso / Druti f{ilius) / ann(orum) L / structor / fuit / h(ic) s(itus) e(st) /
Utto filius / posuit.

24 Siehe unter anderen die Grabstele des Cassius AE 2002, 1152.

25 CIL I 4551: Cassus Musa(e) / ser(vus) annor(um) C / Strubilo Scalleonis / lib(erta)
uxor ann(orum) LXXX / h(ic) s(ita) e(st). Fili(i) posierun(t).
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germanischen Namen Strubilo trdgt, was so viel wie blond bedeutet. Thr Patronus,
»der Kahlkopf*, hat ebenfalls einen germanischen Namen, was oft mit der Ansiedlung
von Elbgermanen unter Vannius in Verbindung gebracht wurde?®.

Das zweite Beispiel fiir eine dhnliche Grabstele aus Velm?’ (Taf. 11, Abb. 5) ge-
horte einem peregrinen Mann, dessen Name Ancluiccus genauso wenig sprachlich
erkldrbar ist wie der seines Vaters Tricua.

Eindeutig keltische Namen lassen sich aber auch auf Grabstelen im Umland von
Carnuntum und Vindobona nachweisen, deren Stil ebenfalls den frithen Grabsteinen
aus Carnuntum nachempfunden ist, wobei allerdings neben den obligatorischen Port-
rats sehr oft Tierdarstellungen, Reiter und Jagdszenen zu finden sind (Taf. 11, Abb. 5,
Taf. 11, Abb. 6). Die Verstorbenen haben meist sehr sprechende, eindrucksvolle Na-
men, wie Atpomarus ,,gro3 im Hilfe herbeiholen® und sein Bruder Brogimarus ,,grof3
an Grundbesitz®, Verclovus ,,der duflerst beriihmte* oder Cenumarus ,,als Grofler
geboren®. Diese Minner haben vielleicht das Militir mit Fleisch beliefert, wie die
dargestellten Tiere vermuten lassen und wurden so zu wichtigen Versorgungspart-
nern. Unter Vespasian fiihrte diese ,,Geschéftsverbindung sogar zur Verleihung des
romischen Biirgerrechtes an T. Flavius Cobromarus, einem keltischen Anfiihrer und,
wie sein Name ,,GroB3 im Sammeln“ vermittelt, diirfte er auch iiber einigen Besitz
verfligt haben. Cobromarus ist auf vier Grabinschriften aus Au am Leithaberge zu
finden. Einmal auf einer iiberdurchschnittlich hohen Grabstele fiir den Freigelassenen
Uxavilus?®, dessen keltischer Name ,,von hohen Ahnen abstammend“* bedeutet so-
wie auf stark beschddigten Grabsteinen fiir weitere ehemalige Sklaven wie die Amasi-
sia’® und einem unbekannten Mann?'. Auf einer Grabplatte wird die Mutter des T.
Flavius Cobromarus genannt, Summa>2, aber von ihm selbst gibt es kein Grabmonu-
ment. Die meisten der in Au am Leithaberge gefundenen Grabsteine des 1. Jh. gehor-
ten Freigelassenen, Sklaven und einigen wenigen Peregrinen in keltischer Tracht und
mit keltischen Namen. Die bekannteste Grabstele ist die der Umma??, einer Dame,
deren Pelzhut und Schmuck hochst qualititsvoll wiedergegeben sind. Die Form der
Grabstele hat wiederum deutliche Parallelen in Carnuntum und diirfte demnach auch
dort gearbeitet worden sein.

26 Urban 1985, 92-109.

27 CIL W1 15196: Tricuai Ancl/uiccus an(norum) XXV / Cossia an(norum) XV / frater /
possuit (!).

B AE 1920, 67: T(itus) Flavius T(iti) Flavi(i) / Cobromari libe(rtus) / Uxavilus an(norum)
XL / h(ic) s(itus) e(st) / Primio f(ilius) p(atri) p(osuit).

2 Meid 2005, 177, 301.

30 Schober 1914, 226-228.

31 Schober 1914, 230-232.

32 Hild 1968, 173-174 Nr. 249: Summa Cal/itigis f{ilia) an(norum) LXXX / h(ic) s(ita)
e(st). T(itus) F(lavius) Cobro/marus f(ilius) e(ius) et Mam/ua et Tincomara / matri p(osuerunt).

3 AE 1920, 66: Umma Tabiconis / f(ilia) an(norum) XLV h(ic) s(ita) e(st) / lllo Itedonis
[(ilius) / coniugi d(e) p(ecunia) s(ua) p(osuit).
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Die mehrfach belegten /iberti in dem eindeutig keltischen Umfeld werfen die Fra-
ge auf, was der Grund fiir die Freilassung war und welche Funktionen diese liberti
hatten. In der antiken Literatur finden wir darauf keine Antwort. Es sind schon fiir
Sklaven innerhalb der keltischen Gesellschaft kaum Hinweise zu finden, oft wird
sogar die Existenz solcher angezweifelt und Freigelassene bleiben génzlich uner-
wihnt.

Betrachtet man die Belege fiir /iberti aus dem Hinterland von Carnuntum so zeigt
sich, dass wir mehrere Kategorien unterscheiden miissen, ndmlich Freigelassene von
romischen Biirgern und solchen von einheimischen Peregrinen, sowie Ménner und
Frauen, die wohl verschiedene Aufgaben erfiillten und die jeweiligen Fundorte ihrer
Grabsteine.

Libertae von romischen Biirgern sind in Grabinschriften des 1. Jh. n. Chr. in Wal-
bersdorf, Wulkaprodersdorf, St. Georgen und Neusiedl genannt, weitere Belege aus
dem 2. Jh. kommen aus Donnerskirchen, Potzneusiedl und Bruckneudorf (Taf. 11,
Abb. 7: gelb). Alle wurden im Gebiet zwischen dem Leithagebirge und dem Neusied-
lersee gefunden, wo die Hauptstrale zwischen Scarbantia und Carnuntum lag und in
dem Gebiet, wo die meisten romischen Biirger aullerhalb der urbanen Zentren sowohl
epigraphisch bezeugt sind als auch durch ihre villae rusticae™*.

Die freigelassenen Damen von rémischen Biirgern an den genannten Orten waren
in erster Linie Ehefrauen — so Urbana, Gattin eines Veteranen in Walbersdorf*—
und Miitter — wie Daeipora aus Walbersdorf*¢, deren Freilassung wohl rein personli-
che und keine wirtschaftlichen Griinde hatte.

Uber Optata®’, die Freigelassene eines Domitius, die eine Grabstele im ,,carnunti-
ner Stil“ aus claudischer Zeit bekam, wissen wir weder etwas iiber ihre Tatigkeit noch
iiber den Auftraggeber ihres Grabdenkmals. Thr Grabstein wurde in Wulkaprodersdorf
gefunden, wo einige romische Biirger bezeugt sind, was wohl mit der Lage des Ortes
zum einen am Fluss Wulka und zum anderen an der Bernsteinstrale zusammenhén-
gen diirfte.

In Neusiedl am See wurde die Grabstele der Candida®, liberta eines Ti. Claudius,
gefunden, die sie fiir sich und ihren Mann errichten lieB3. Threr Kleidung nach war sie

3% Zu den einzelnen Siedlungen im Bezirk Neusiedl am See siche Ployer 2007, 55-119

und Ployer 2012, 1-35 und zu demographischen Beobachtungen in diesem Raum: Weber-
Hiden 2016, 222-230.

35 AE 1909, 200: C(aius) Petroni/us C(ai) f(ilius) / domo Mop/sisto an(norum) LXXIII /
stip(endiorum) XXVI missus / ala(e) Gemelliana(e) / h(ic) s(itus) e(st). / Urbana lib(erta) et /
coniux pos(u)it.

36 AE 1909, 199: Dacipora / Calaeti l(iberta) an(norum) / XXC Hispana / Dextri serva /
an(norum) XXX h(ic) s(itae) s(unt). / C(aius) Petronius Dom/esticus et Ambat/us fratres matri /
et Ambati coniugi / posuerunt.

37 AE 2002, 1142: Domitia / L(ucii) I(iberta) Optata / ann(orum) LXX / h(ic) s(ita) e(st).

38 AEA 1982, 28: Claudia Tib(erii) Il[ib(erta) Canj/dida viva p(osuit) s(ibi) eft . . . . . ]/
Florentini serfvo . . . .. -]/no con(iugi) suo an(norum) [- - -J.
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eine Einheimische, die offenbar iiber ausreichend Mittel verfiigte, sich so einen Grab-
stein leisten zu konnen.

Alle Belege fiir freigelassene Frauen von romischen Biirgern sind demnach im
privaten Umfeld zu suchen, alle an Orten nahe der Bernsteinstrale und alle im 1. Jh.
n. Chr. Eindeutig dieser Zeitphase zuordenbare ménnliche Freigelassene von romi-
schen Biirgern sind im Hinterland nicht belegt, aber die wenigen Belege, wohl aus
dem 2. Jh. n. Chr., sind ebenfalls an der BernsteinstraBe zu finden?®.

Einen anderen regionalen Schwerpunkt haben Freigelassene keltischer Eliten (Taf.
11, Abb. 7: blau), die unter Vespasian das Biirgerrecht bekamen, wie T. Flavius
Cobromarus® und T. Flavius Vegetus. Diese gibt es nur in Au am Leithaberge, wo
auch noch einige /iberti von Peregrinen bezeugt sind. Das Besondere an den Grab-
steinen dieser Freigelassenen ist, dass wir die patroni nur durch die Inschriften fiir
ihre Dienerschaft kennen, wobei allein fiir T. Flavius Cobromarus zwei /iberti und ein
Sklave genannt werden konnen. Besonders eindrucksvoll ist die Grabstele des Uxavi-
lus*, dessen keltischer Name so viel wie ,,von hoher Abstammung* bedeutet und der
sich, seinen Sohn und vielleicht ein Ahnenportrdt auf einer hohen Grabstele abbilden
lieB. Die Haufung von Freigelassenen und die Qualitét der Grabsteine zeigen, dass der
keltische Fiirst anscheinend seine enge Beziehung zu Rom durch die Ubernahme
romischer Sitten wie die Freilassung von Sklaven beweisen wollte.

Eine groBere Streuung ldsst sich fiir Freigelassene von Peregrinen beobachten
(Taf. 11, Abb. 7: rot). Eine dem Stil nach den frithesten Grabdenkmélern aus Carnun-
tum folgende Grabstele bekam Belatusa*?, deren wertvoller Schmuck und die typische
keltische Pelzhaube auf dem Stein dargestellt wurden. Ihr Patron war ein Angehoriger
des keltischen Stammes der Boier. Boius ist allerdings auch als Personenname selbst
belegt und zeugt wortwdrtlich von der Hauptnahrungsquelle des Stammes, ndmlich
Rinder. Viehwirtschaft diirfte eine der wichtigsten Aufgaben der Boier gewesen sein,
da Darstellungen von Tieren und Reitern ihre Portréts auf den Grabsteinen sehr oft
begleiten (Taf. 11, Abb. 5 und 6).

3 In Schattendorf CIL III 4246: [C(aius)] Statius / C(ai) l(ibertus) Gratus / ann(orum)
XXXV / h(ic) s(itus) e(st). / C(aius) Statius / Severus >(centurio) leg(ionis) / XIII patron(us) /
posuit.

In Donnerskirchen AE 2002, 1137: Dagilla / Criniti flilia posuift] / Antilio Prim/o liberto
ann(orum) / L et Calegon/i et Primigen/eio (!) et Lupon[i] / et Ingenuo f(iliis) / et Valentin/[ae
flil(iae) pientifs(simae)?].

In Potzneusiedl CIL III 4537a: P(ublius) Aelius Messini lib(ertus) / Fuscus an(norum) L
h(ic) s(itus) {est}. Aelii / Florus et Lupus p(atri) l(iberti/ibentes) p(osuerunt).

40 Auf dem Militdrdiplom RMD IV 205 wird ein Cobromarus Tosiae filius als Zeuge und
als princeps Boiorum genannt.

41 AE 1920, 67: T(itus) Flavius T(iti) Flavi(i) / Cobromari libe(rtus) / Uxavilus an(norum)
XL / h(ic) s(itus) e(st) /Primio f{ilius) p(atri) p(osuit).

42 CIL III 14359%: Belatusa Cau/ti l(iberta) Boius pos/uit an(n)oru(m) XXX / hic sita / est.
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Die Verteilung der Grabsteine von Freigelassenen von Peregrinen zeigt, dass ab-
gesehen von einer Stele aus Jois* alle entweder am westlichen Abhang des Leithage-
birges oder auffallend weit von den stidtischen Zentren und auch den wichtigsten
Stralenverbindungen gefunden wurden. Weit im Siiden liegt etwa Offenegg mit der
fragmentierten Grabstele zweier Liberti einer Frau mit keltischem Namen*4,

Interessant ist nicht nur der geographische Aspekt, sondern auch die Geschlech-
terverteilung. Unter den Freigelassenen gibt es anndhernd gleich viele Frauen wie
Manner, sowohl unter den ehemaligen Sklaven als auch unter den Freilassenden.
Vergleicht man das mit Carnuntum, so hatten wir dort deutlich mehr weibliche Frei-
gelassene und keine einzige romische Biirgerin als patrona, wohingegen unter den
keltischen Frauen einige ihre Sklaven freigelassen haben®. Bei den libertae im lind-
lichen Raum handelte es sich meist um alte Frauen, deren Kinder fiir die schlichten
Grabsteine sorgten. Den Grund fiir die Freilassung konnen wir nicht mehr eruieren,
genauso wenig wie ihre Aufgaben. Bei den /liberti einheimischer Frauen konnte man
in Versuchung geraten, deren Namen als Hinweis auf entsprechende Tatigkeiten zu
nehmen. So bedeutet der in Au am Leithaberge bezeugt Name Vasso*® nichts anderes
als Diener, Unterstellter*’ und Bussuro, ,,der Kiisser aus Bruckneudorf*® hat einen
besonders sprechenden Namen mit viel Platz fiir Phantasien.

Sklaven, die von peregrinen Ménnern freigelassen wurden, sind die oben bereits
erwihnten Strubilo in Katzelsdorf* und Belatusa in Bruckneudorf* sowie ein weite-
rer Bussuro in Leithaprodersdorf®!, alle mit Grabsteinen im Stil der Carnuntiner Grab-
stelen der claudischen Zeit. Man gewinnt den Eindruck, dass die von Méannern freige-
lassenen aufwendigere Grabsteine bekommen hétten als die ehemaligen Sklaven von
peregrinen Frauen, aber allein die Tatsache, dass diese keltischen Damen iiber eigenes
Personal verfiigten und iiber dieses offensichtlich auch bestimmen konnten, zeigt ihre
hohe Stellung in der keltischen Gesellschaft, die auch durch die thronende Position so
mancher Verstorbener®? auf ihrem Grabstein demonstriert wird.

4 Eine schmucklose Stele bekam die achtzigjihrige Gadaptissa, die Freigelassene der

Devognata, von ihren Kindern, siche AEA 1982, 386.

4 lupa.at/20006: lanufarius] / Dervfae lib(ertus?) h(ic)?] /e(st) s(itus) et Tatuf[ca?- - -]
/Dervae lib[- - -] (hier gegeniiber der Lupa korrigierte Lesung).

4 Derva aus Offenegg siche Anm. 42, Devognata aus Jois siche Anm. 41, Marica in
Sommerein: AE 1978, 599: Vextila / liberta / Marices an(norum) LX / hi(c) s(ita est).
F(ilia/ilius) m(atri) p(osuit).

46 Hild 1968, Nr. 271: Vas[so] Aicae / I(ibertus) an(norum) LXX h(ic) s(itus) e(st).

47 Meid 2005, 209-210.

4 CIL III 14359'7: Bussuro At[t]/uae libertus / ann(orum) LVII[..]/- - -.

4 CIL I 4551, siche Anm. 23.

50 CIL III 143592, siche Anm. 42.

51 AE 2002, 1139 mit korrigierter Lesung: Bussuro / Brigi libert(us) / anno(rum) LX h(ic)
s(itus) e(st).

32 Beispielsweise Matta in Gols, CIL III 4392 oder die Vala in Neudorfl, lupa.at/430.
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Die Inschriften auf den Grabsteinen fiir Freigelassene von Peregrinen zeigen, dass
mit Ausnahme der Belatusa®® alle ein hohes Alter — zwischen 60 und 80 Jahre —
erreichten, und dass die Kinder als Stifter der Grabsteine genannt werden, aber Hin-
weise auf ihre Tétigkeit und den Anlass fiir ihre Freilassung geben die Inschriften
nicht.

Die doch bemerkenswerte Verteilung der Belege fiir /iberti konnte bei der Frage,
warum Sklaven im Hinterland der urbanen Zentren freigelassen wurden, helfen.

Die grofite Anzahl von Freigelassenen konnte in Au am Leithaberge bezeugt wer-
den, wo T. Flavius Cobromarus, ein princeps Boiorum, seine hohe Stellung und guten
Kontakte mit Rom durch die Ubernahme rémischer Sitten — dazu zihlte eben auch
die Freilassung von Sklaven — beweisen wollte. Dafiir spricht auch, dass alle Belege,
abgesehen von zwei liberti, einer im Siiden von Wien aus Modling>* und einer am
westlichen Abhang des Leithagebirges aus Mannersdorf>, in das 1. Jh. n. Chr. gehé-
ren, also in die Zeit der Romanisierung der einheimischen Bevolkerung.

Die Freilassung von Sklaven hatte im ldandlichen Raum eigentlich wenig Sinn—
man benétigte eigentlich keine loyalen Stellvertreter auf den Giitern, da mit der An-
wesenheit der Besitzer gerechnet werden darf — und auch keine rechtliche Basis,
sodass die keltische Aristokratie und die vermdgenden Peregrinen auch bald wieder
von dieser Sitte abkamen. Im Gegensatz zu den romischen Handelshéusern, die loyale
Vertreter in weit entfernten Gebieten brauchten, bestand fiir die eher agrarisch ge-
pragte Gesellschaft der Kelten keine Notwendigkeit verldssliche Diener durch Freilas-
sung an den Klan zu binden. Abgesehen von den Almbhirten hielt sich die Diener-
schaft wohl in unmittelbarer Ndhe und unter Kontrolle der Herrschaft auf. Wenn man
nun die Freigelassenen in dem weit entfernten und hoher gelegenen Offenegg beach-
tet, konnte man die Funktion der /iberti dort mit Almwirtschaft in Verbindung brin-
gen, dhnlich wie die Freigelassenen von Peregrinen in der Oststeiermark, die ebenfalls
ausschlieBlich in hoher gelegenen Orten wie Fladnitz an der Teichalpe’ und in Sankt
Kathrein am Offenegg®’ zu finden sind. Mit der Freilassung konnte man die sonst
nicht leicht kontrollierbaren Méanner und Frauen emotional an die Herrschaft binden,
ihre Loyalitdt gewinnen und vielleicht auch ihre Produktivitit steigern.

33 Siehe Anm. 42.

% Catus Primi libertus aus Modling, siehe CIL III 15196, hier mit korrigierter Lesung.
35 Tenua Auli libertus aus Mannersdorf, siehe lupa.at/9269.

36 Calventius Mausonis libertus, CIL III 1436826,

37 Tacita Proculi liberta: CIL IIT 5508.
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NIcOLO GIUSEPPE BRANCATO

Una presenza sui generis nella societa romana danubiana:
gli alumni militum

Il termine alumnus, presente come voce in quasi tutti i dizionari dedicati all’antico
mondo romano, oltre a qualche sporadico interesse durante il primo quarto dello scorso
secolo?, ha suscitato negli anni ‘80—°90 e alla fine del millennio una fioritura di inter-
venti volti a chiarire il senso del termine e a collocare questa particolare categoria nella
societa romana. L.’argomento ¢ stato ripreso in Una componente trasversale nella so-
cieta romana: gli alumni®, in cui ¢ riferita la bibliografia ragionata sull’argomento e
sono state sottoposte a verifica le varie opinioni sullo status dei “nutriti” e sul signifi-
cato del relativo termine®.

L’analisi massiva della documentazione epigrafica ivi raccolta ha evidenziato la tra-
sversalita degli alumni, che possono essere stati sia ingenui che liberti (per lo piu ma-
nomessi in tenerissima etd) che, meno frequentemente, servi®, € cid in contrasto con
quanto asserito in precedenza da non pochi studiosi®.

Le iscrizioni loro relative sono presenti in quasi tutte le province bagnate dal Danu-
bio, ad eccezione della Rezia, omogeneamente imperiali. Esse sono caratterizzate da
una presenza di alumni che per intensita statistica le colloca, rispetto alle altre province,
in una posizione intermedia tra la bassa incidenza della Germania inferiore e la consi-
derevole frequenza registrata ad Ostia’.

1 Mau 1893, 1706; de Ruggiero 1895, 437-440; Mess 1900, 1793-1798; Olcott 1904, 262—
266; Harrod 1909; Leclerc 1924, 1288-1306; Josi 1948; Forcellini 1965, 203-204.

2 Maroi 1925, 388-391; Bachi 1925, 145-147.
Brancato 2015.
Brancato 2015, 7-8 nt. 4 e Pars II, passim.
Brancato 2015, 249-270. Si sono utilizzati i termini originari servus/i e servitus al posto
di “schiavo”, “schiavitu” perché questi ultimi non rispecchiano con esattezza 1’antica situazione.

6 Vedasi Mau 1893, preceduto da Allard 1876, 353 e seguito da Grossi Gondi 1920, 103~
104; Leclerc 1924, e ancora: Josi 1948, 946-948; Descombres 1985, 353, 355; piu recentemente
Whittaker 1990, 165 e Bradley 1991, 90. Peraltro Gauthier 1975, 300 aveva affermato a proposito
dell’iscrizione n. 106 (= Brancato 2015, nr. 36) “Alumnus ... est ici I’exact synonyme du famulus
de lal. 2 car les enfants ainsi recueillis étaient le plus souvent élevés en vue d’en faire des escla-
ves”; non si distacca da questa posizione Ruggiero 1895, 438 (“Prevalgono i servi e i liberti cosi
tra gli alunni, come tra coloro verso di cui essi son tali”’). Vedono invece nell’alunnato una forma
di adozione Nielsen 1987, 141-188; Gamberale 1989, 53; Stawoska 1992, 247-258; Salmon
1999, 80; Edmondson 2000, 311; Curchin 2000-2001, 541.

7 Brancato 2015, 283-284.
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Ora, una consistente parte dei tituli danubiani riguarda gli alumni militum. Questa
tipologia di tituli, pur essendo attestata in diverse zone dell’impero romano, ¢ massic-
ciamente concentrata nelle nostre province.

I dati statistici

Tale particolare situazione richiede di conoscere la percentuale di milites nutritores
presenti anche nelle altre zone dell’impero. Affinché 1’analisi possa dare risultati scien-
tificamente utili, dovra essere integrata: si esamineranno cio¢ i vari dati sotto tre diverse
angolature per compensare la modestia del modulo ed annullare, o quanto meno limi-
tare al massimo, le possibili varianze e gli errori accidentali. A tal fine si utilizzera la
documentazione analitica fornita dalla pubblicazione citata a nota 3.

1. Alumni militum in zone geografiche raggruppate per vicinanza e congiuntamente
per similitudine di comportamenti:

Zone 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Quantita 5/578 | 1/76 10/262 | 1/21 3/65 5/47 | 4/11 11/23
Percentuali | 0,9% 1,3% | 4% 5% 5% 10% | 36% 48%

1 = Roma — 2 = Dalmatia, Sicilia, Sardinia — 3 = Italia — 4 = Penisola iberica — 5 = Galliae, Germaniae,
Alpes Maritimae, Britannia — 6 = Africa — 7 = Achaia, province asiatiche — 8 = Province danubiane
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E evidente la forte incidenza registrata nelle province di nostro interesse; ¢ pur vero
che il modulo esaminato ¢ limitato, ma ¢ altrettanto innegabile che 1’incidenza ¢ diffusa
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e notevole in tutte: si va dal 25% della Dacia al 66% della Mesia inferiore: I’attendibilita
dunque del dato relativo alle province danubiane ¢ rafforzata e confermata dalla co-
stanza di una forte presenza in ognuna di esse.

Non ¢ scientificamente opportuno considerare isolatamente il notevole 36% regi-
strato a colonna 7 perché, comprendendo in egual modo province sia senatorie che im-
periali, sia di confine che viciniori e derivando da un modulo esiguo, pud generare er-
rate deduzioni: i pochi dati che lo compongono sono stati ammortizzati riconducendoli
ai rispettivi raggruppamenti nei successivi punti 2 e 3. Comunque, ammettendo che il
dato possa considerarsi statisticamente valido, tale incidenza sembrerebbe rispondere
piu ad un uso locale che alla tipologia di province, come invece constateremo nelle
pagine seguenti per le nostre zone.

2. Alumni militum in: Roma; province senatorie; Italia; province imperiali eccetto
le nostre; province imperiali danubiane (nel caso di province la cui amministrazione sia
passata da imperiale a senatoria o viceversa si ¢ tenuta presente la datazione dei docu-
menti eventualmente presente):

Zone Roma | Province senatorie | Italia Province imperiali Province
escluse le danubiane | danubiane
Quantita 5/578 | 5/148 10/262 | 9/72 11/23
Percentuali | 0,9% 3,4% 4% 12,5% 48%
60
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| ]
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Roma Province [talia Province Province
senatorie imperiali escluse  danubiane
le danubiane

Le piu alte concentrazioni di milites nutritori si registrano nelle province imperiali;
tuttavia cid, da solo, non spiega la notevolissima differenza statistica tra le province
danubiane e le altre province imperiali. Anche volendo espandere il modulo compu-
tando tutte le province imperiali, danubiane comprese, la differenza rimarrebbe ugual-
mente rilevante: avremmo 20 tituli su 95 e quindi una percentuale del 21%, ben lontana
dal 48% delle sole province danubiane.
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3. Consistenza epigrafica totale di militari nelle stesse zone®: Verifichiamo ora la
presenza militare, indipendentemente dall’esistenza o meno di fituli attestanti alumni.
Si considereranno i risultati registrati in un recente studio sulla trasmissione dei genti-
lizi che, pur esaminando le sole attestazioni con due o piu parenti in linea retta dei quali
siano riportati i gentilizi, ¢ attualmente I’unico a fornire la documentazione relativa. I
risultati percentuali ivi contenuti sono peraltro statisticamente certi: si tratta infatti di
un modulo consistente, pari a diverse migliaia di documenti:

Zone Roma Province Italia Province Province
senatorie imperiali danubiane
escluse le
danubiane
Quantita 241/3510 256/2419 273/3434 157/1256 384/897
Percentuali 7% 10,6% 8% 12,5% 43%
50
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40
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30
25
20
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10
-m B =
0
Roma Province Italia Province Province
senatorie imperiali escluse  danubiane

le danubiane

Eccettuato lo scostamento delle province senatorie, i tre grafici sembrerebbero so-
vrapponibili e, a primo acchito, darebbero 1’impressione che la presenza di alunni di
militari sia direttamente proporzionale alla presenza di militari in assoluto.

Tale deduzione ¢ errata: la tabella ¢ infatti divisibile in due blocchi omogenei, quello
delle province imperiali e quello delle altre zone dell’impero. A Roma le percentuali di
alumni militum si abbattono dal 7% di presenze militari allo sparutissimo 0,9%, nelle
province senatorie si riducono ad un terzo (dal 10,6 al 3,4%), in Italia si dimezzano
passando dal quasi 8% al 4%.

Di contro, nelle province imperiali escluse le danubiane vi € un’esatta corrispon-
denza tra la percentuale di soldati in assoluto e quella di militari nutritori (12,5% in
entrambi i casi); nelle danubiane assistiamo, a fronte di una ben piu che consistente
percentuale di presenze militari (43%), ad un aumento di 5 punti della percentuale

8 Brancato 2011, 386.
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relativa alla presenza di alunni che, per quanto modesta, riveste una interessante rile-
vanza.

Se, dunque, nelle province imperiali la presenza di alumni militum risulta diretta-
mente proporzionale alla percentuale di militari in assoluto ed € consistentemente mag-
giore che nelle altre zone, ¢ chiaro che la presenza militare giustifica il quasi 50% delle
province bagnate dal Danubio; ma anche ammettendo che lo scarto di 5 punti percen-
tuali in piu registrato in queste ultime possa subire variazioni per la scoperta di ulteriori
documenti, rimane evidente la singolarita della situazione danubiana.

Tale maggiore concentrazione puo trovare spiegazione nella marginalita geografica
di queste zone e nella lontananza dai luoghi di origine, maggiore che in altre province.
Ma dovremmo cercare altre motivazioni che, affiancandosi a quando gia osservato,
possano dare ulteriori risposte. Esamineremo quindi la situazione sotto altri aspetti.

Altre evidenze

Eta: la citazione dell’eta degli alunni ¢ presente in un solo caso (7 anni, CIL III
8115, da Viminacium)®: D(is) M(anibus) / P(ublius) Ael(ius) Antio/chus veter(anus) /
leg(ionis) VII Cl(audiae) v(ixit) a(nnis) / LX et P(ublius) Aelius / Donatus al(u)m/nus
eius v(ixit) a(nnis) VII / P(ublius) Ael(ius) Agathan/gelus et P(ublius) Ael(ius) / Primi-
tiv<u=0>s lib(erti) / et heredes / f(aciundum) c(uraverunt).

Generica invece ¢ I’indicazione infantes dell’ AE 1977, 762 da Noviodunum ma per
la quale vedasi quanto osservato infia, nel paragrafo “Funzioni”.

Qualche utile indicazione possono fornirci un’iscrizione votiva pro salute nutritoris
da Apulum (CIL 111 1149: Silvano / Domestico / pro s(alute) T(iti) Flavi / Crescentis /
praef(ecti) n(umeri) M(aurorum) Hisp(anorum) / Titus Fl(avius) Felicianus / domus
illius alumnus) e una funeraria da Tomis con un numero imprecisato di alunni di un
veterano ottantenne, nominati suoi eredi perché il nutritore ¢ deceduto sine liberis (AE
1966, 372 , come trascritta nell’EDCS: D(is) M(anibus) / et perpetuae securitati{s} hic
[3] / VIS[3]ER est semper quem [3]/de querentem questus [3 a]<t=D>que que /
[brevi(?)] lectu [Cl]audius nomine / quem [3 flor]entem(?) posuerunt paren/tes
pr(a)enomen Aurel(ius) nomenque / Claudiufs] habebat veteranus quidem / leg(ionis)
XI Cl(audiae) certus octiens(!) decies / subito fata rapuerunt tenebris / et lifc]et(?) sine
liber<i=0>s alumn<i=0>s / hered<ibu=E>s remisi et modo post / ob[itJum reddo
meae vitis rationem / [nJunc opto ut hic lap<i=E>s aeterna/[m] sedem quiescat et me
salvum / [pi]us et heres Hermes patrono titu/lum posuit honorandum sepulcro); la CIL
111 4855 da Virunum con una dedica funeraria di due alunni al loro nutritore primipilare:
(Memoriae / Val(erii) Cl(audii) Quinti / p(rimi) p(ili) leg(ionis) Il Ital(icae) / duci
leg(ionis) Il Ital(icae) / duci et praep(osito) leg(ionis) 11l / Aug(ustae) viro innocen/tis-
simo / lul(ius) Eutychianus / et Iul(ius) Auxanon / alumn(i) )); e I’iscrizione votiva,
mutila ma verosimilmente pro salute nutritoris, posta da un alunno a Praetorium Lato-
bicorum (CILI13913: ] QRP [3] / coh(ortis) 11l Aqu[it(anorum)] / Gaianus / alumnus
/v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito) / Cilone it(erum) co(n)s(ule)).

9 Le trascrizioni delle epigrafi qui riferite ed i segni diacritici sono quelli dell’EDCS.
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Possiamo infatti ragionevolmente ritenere che i quattro alunni delle CIL III 1149,
2913 e 4899 rientrino in una fascia di eta che consentisse di affrontare i relativi impegni
e quindi a quella decisamente successiva all’assunzione della toga virile. La tarda eta
del nutritore della AE 1966, 372 ci autorizza ad inserire in questa fascia anche i suoi
alunni che non sono inferiori a due: avremmo cosi almeno sei appartenenti alla fascia
16 anni e oltre (66%), contrapposti a tre giovanissimi, uno di 7 anni e gli altri due non
molto pitt grandi, essendo definiti infantes (34%)'%; ma dedurre una minore mortalita
tra gli alunni di militari attivi nelle province danubiane rispetto a quella riscontrata nel
resto del mondo romano sembrerebbe tuttavia imprudente, perché si tratta di un modulo
di sole 9 situazioni utili. Senonché, esaminando le eta degli alunni di milites in tutto
I’impero, si sono registrati gli stessi risultati: 16 anni ed oltre, 19 epigrafi e 22 casi pari
al 66%; < di 16 anni 11 casi su altrettante epigrafi pari al 34%!!. La situazione danu-
biana dunque documenta una maggiore longevita degli a/lumni di militari per lo piu
appartenenti a ranghi elevati'? (e possiamo supporre per analogia, degli alunni di nutri-
tori appartenenti alle classi piu agiate): ed infatti, se consideriamo la totalita della do-
cumentazione disponibile comprendendovi conseguenzialmente le classi sociali piu
umili, 1’eta del loro decesso si abbassa drasticamente, rappresentando gli alunni con
meno di 16 anni il 71,1%'3, percentuale questa che si alzerebbe ancora se estrapolas-
simo le categorie benestanti, e che va a coincidere, seppure non alla perfezione, con
quella relativa ai figli'.

Sesso: i tituli utili ad individuare il sesso di questi alunni ci dicono che costoro sono
in gran parte maschi, con una percentuale dell’82% per i maschi (9 casi su 11), essendo
documentata la presenza femminile solo in CIL III 14509.1 da Viminacium, dedicata
da una coppia di coniugi di cui lui centurione di legione ad una Aurelianenis (D(is)
M(anibus) / Aurel(ius) Ale/xander (centurio) / leg(ionis) VII Cl(audiae) et Iu/lia One-
sime / coni(unx) eius Au/relianeni / alumnae / suae bene / merenti po/[suerunt]) e in
CIL 111 4459 da Carnuntum (D(is) M(anibus) / Aur(eliae) Sextin(a)e dom/o Ger(mania)
sup(eriore) nur(ui) et Aur(elio) / Valentino mil(iti) leg(ionis XIIII G(eminae) / mar(ito)
eius et Aur(elio) Magno mil(iti) leg(ionis) XIIII G(eminae) / fil(io) eius et Aureli(i)s /
Micuni et Valenti(a)e alumnis).

Questa percentuale naturalmente va assunta con una certa riserva, perché soggetta
ad errori accidentali per I’eventuale scoperta anche di un solo nuovo documento, ma
rimane comunque indicativa, confortata com’¢ dalle simili risultanze registrate — pur
a fronte di un modulo esiguo e con tutte le riserve gia espresse del caso — nelle pro-
vince asiatiche ove pure si ¢ constatata un’alta percentuale di alumni militum.

Ma vedasi quanto dettagliatamente detto infi-a, paragrafo “Funzioni”.
Brancato 2015, Pars 1, passim.

Infra, paragrafo “Gerarchia”.

13 Brancato 2015, 273.

14 Wilkinson 1961, 134.
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Questo ci orienta a ritenere che i militari di stanza nelle zone bagnate dal Danubio
preferissero aver vicino (o “adottare” come vuole Nielsen') alunni di sesso maschile,
perché piu idonei a condividere le durezze della vita militare: non per nulla i due casi
di alunne di sesso femminile sono relativi a coppie di coniugi le quali, costituendo una
famiglia, potevano piu confacentemente affigliolarsi una alunna. A conferma di cio an-
che nelle altre zone dell’impero in ambiente militare la scelta privilegiata cade preva-
lentemente sui maschi'®.

Sesso Roma | Province Italia Province Province Totali
senatorie equestri danubiane
escluse le da-
nubiane
Maschi 2:40% | 4: 80% 9: 90% 7:87,5% 8: 80% 30: 80%
Femmine | 3:60% | 1:20% 1: 10% 1: 12,5% 2:20% 8:20%

Al di 1a degli errori accidentali (il caso di Roma ove, ¢ bene precisare, i nutritori
non appartengono ai ranghi elevati della gerarchia, ¢ reso inattendibile dall’esiguita del
modulo, ¢ lo sarebbe anche quello delle province senatorie se la risultanza non concor-
dasse con quella degli altri tre moduli), la percentuale di maschi ¢ costantemente pari o
superiore all’80% e nel suo complesso si attesta su tale percentuale. Il dato delle pro-
vince asiatiche, ove gli alunni di militari sono tutti di sesso maschile, pur concorrendo
a quantificare i moduli provinciali, non ¢ da considerare isolatamente per 1’esiguita dei
casi registrati, solo quattro e quindi ancor meno che a Roma.

Per verificare ulteriormente quanto riferito ¢ comunque opportuno effettuare un
confronto con i dati emergenti dai #itu/i di alunni i cui nutritori non sono indicati come
militari. Abbiamo escluso i casi in cui il termine a/umnus ha diatesi attiva, 1 tituli incerti,
quelli in cui I’uso & metaforico e quelli in cui & locativo”.

Maschi fuori Roma

Femmine fuori Roma'®

Maschi Roma

Femmine Roma

271

168

352

199

62%

38%!8

64%

36%

Registriamo dunque, tra la popolazione civile, una costante maggiore disponibilita
ad allevare alunne, con risultati che vanno dal 34% di presenze femminili nel modulo
Dalmatia/Sicilia/Sardinia al 47% della Cisalpina e addirittura al 54% delle province

15 Nielsen 1987, 141-188.

Brancato 2015, Pars 1, passim.

Brancato 2015, Pars I, passim.

11 dato delle province bagnate dal Danubio, preso isolatamente, darebbe una presenza
femminile limitata al 15%, ma esso, trattandosi di un modulo esiguo, non ¢ confortato né sorretto
da altri elementi: va quindi ammortizzato aggiungendolo alle risultanze delle altre zone. Dob-
biamo tuttavia considerare che la dislocazione geografica e la non completa pacificazione delle
province in questione puo giustificare questa percentuale.
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africane; nel loro complesso sono definitivi trattandosi di un modulo di 439 dati se si
eccettua Roma e 990 comprendendola'®; la risultanza di tutte le situazioni & di 367
femmine e 623 maschi, con una percentuale media femminile totale del 37%.

Quanto sopra dettagliatamente esposto conferma 1’assunto che in ambiente militare
la scelta dei nutritori cade su bambini di sesso maschile piu spesso di quanto accada in
altri ambienti e cid non soltanto per la particolare durezza della vita dell’ambiente mi-
litare in quanto tale, poco adatta alla presenza di bimbe: anche se, debbo precisare, non
tutti gli alunni vivevano necessariamente nei castra, potendo anche essere alloggiati
nelle canabae; si aggiunga come possibile elemento sociologico, che la preferenza
verso 1 bimbi poteva essere motivata dal fatto che essi, una volta cresciuti, avrebbero
potuto essere di sostegno ai propri nutritori, mentre le femminucce non avrebbero po-
tuto ricambiare 1’impegno economico sostenuto dai loro nutritori perché, ad esempio,
presumibilmente destinate ad un matrimonio che, a sua volta, avrebbe richiesto la co-
stituzione di una dote.

Gerarchia: tra i nutritori abbiamo, in ordine di grado: 1 nescimus cuius rei cohortis,
1 miles legionis, 2 veterani legionis nude, 1 veteranus ex beneficiarius, 2 centuriones
legionis, 2 primipilares, 1 praefectus numeri ed 1 praefectus classis. Dalla presenza di
3 veterani non possiamo trarre deduzioni: nulla ci dice se gli alunni siano stati accolti
durante il servizio o dopo, anche se il fatto che abbiano dedicato una sepoltura o una
dedica votiva ci suggerisce, come sottolineato a proposito dell’eta, che essi non erano
piu giovani: conseguentemente non sarebbe illogico che essi fossero stati accolti gia
durante il servizio dei nutritori. Per il resto, fatta salva 1’iscrizione in cui il ruolo di un
miles cohortis & perduto e quella relativa ad un miles legionis, siamo dinanzi alla pre-
ponderante presenza di alti gradi: dal centurionato al primipilato alla prefettura. Pos-
siamo ragionevolmente ritenere, di conseguenza, che 1’affigliolamento di questi bam-
bini sia avvenuto soprattutto da parte di chi godeva di una buona posizione lavorativa
ed economica.

Onomastica: togliendo tre #ituli in cui I’onomastica dei nutriti ¢ assente, la presenza
dell’onomastica completa ¢ limitata a tre sole iscrizioni, il cui testo ¢ riportato sotto il
paragrafo “Eta”, relative agli alumni di un praefectus numeri (con identita di gentilizio
e prenome, CIL III 1149), di un primipilare (con diversita di gentilizio, CIL III 4855) e
di un veterano di legione (CIL III 8115 con identita di gentilizio e prenome); i due
alunni di CIL IIT 1149 e 8115 presentano cognomi latini, i due di 4855 grecanici, ma in
questo caso la diversita di gentilizio con il nutritore dovrebbe escludere un rapporto di
ex-servitus. Altri 5 tituli ci forniscono i soli cognomi, che risultano cosi distribuiti: 8
latini e 5 grecanici, di cui uno dalla Mesia inferiore, e gli altri quattro paritariamente
dal Norico e dalla Pannonia superiore. Tali dati sono riferiti a titolo informativo, non
potendosene dedurre utili conclusioni.

19 Brancato 2009, 26.
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Funzione: veniamo al problema funzionale/semantico, e cio¢ al ruolo ed al conse-
guente significato che ¢ stato attribuito al sostantivo alumnus: ¢ infatti il caso di chiarire
un equivoco relativo al ruolo di questi alumni, quello cioé di ritenerli “apprendisti di
un’arte o professione” o “subalterni di un ufficiale” come aveva affermato de Rug-
giero®, e come ¢ stato fatto per la mesica AE 1977, 762 (= AE 1989, 639, etc., da
Noviodunum), che recita: Jav/3]iuv[3]a[3] / [K]rystallus alumnus / Postumi praef{ecti)
class(is) / apu<d=T> fluentem I[s]t[r]ic(um) / Romanus infans editus / alumnus castris
Mart[iis] / Hibera postquam videri[t] / et Maura longe moenia / facta quiescit Moesica
/ primaeve pubis indigus / ut verna florum germinfa] / vento feruntur Thracico / Ache-
lous alumnus Postumi praef(ecti) c(lassis) / extima Cappadocum Ponti/ qua(e) iungitur
orae me genuit / tellus moenia sunt Tyan[ae] / Hermogenes genitor nom[en] / [mihi
erat] Acheloo artibus / [Romanus infan]s editus ingen[3] / [3 florma homine[s 3] /iam
gemitu /[

Si tratta di un primo carmen epigraphicum in dimetri giambici relativo all’alunno
Krystallus (per Gamberale Crystallus e non Krystallus®") e di un secondo in distici ele-
giaci che ha per dedicatario un altro alunno di nome Achelous*?, voluti dal loro nutritore
praefectus classis. 11 titulus ha attirato a piu riprese I’attenzione degli studiosi, da Bar-
nea a Solin (che si € occupato della lettura del testo, ma non ¢ entrato nel merito del
presente argomento??) a Vassileiou, da Donati a Cugusi a Gamberale.

11 primo editore, Barnea, aveva ritenuto di individuare nei due alumni di un praefe-
ctus classis “piuttosto che un’accezione servile, ... un rapporto di professione e di of-
ficio” supponendo che i due dedicatari siano stati prima allievi e poi subalterni del loro
nutritore?*. Tale convinzione ritengo possa derivare da una coincidenza, e cio¢ dal par-
ticolare che il termine si ¢ trasferito nell’italiano (ma anche in altre lingue neolatine)
con il significato non piu di “nutrito”, bensi con quello traslato di scolaro, allievo, stu-
dente.

La dizione deruggieriana recepita dal Barnea ¢ stata condivisa dallo Zucca®, dalla
Donati?® e dal Cugusi?’, mentre di parere opposto sono stati Vassileiou e Gamberale.
Vassileiou ha ricondotto il termine a/umnus alla sua radice e gli ha quindi restituito il
solo senso di “nutrito”: “Nous prendrions plutot simplement a/lumnus dans ses rapports
avec le verb alere: il s’agit de deux jeunes garcons ou adolescents, nourris et éléves par

20 De Ruggiero 1895, 438.

21 Gamberale1989, 45; ma il fatto che sia Krystallus che il successivo Achelous siano anche
due fiumi non esclude la trascrizione da noi riportata.

22 Dorutiu-Boila 1980, nr. 281

23 Solin 1981, 116-121; Solin 1985, 198-200.

24 Barnea 1975, 260, 260 nt. 20.

25 Zucca 1984, 240.

26 Donati 1987, 129.

27 Cugusi 1985, 228-231; Cugusi 1986, 86-89; Cugusi 1995, 284-285.
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le préfet. 11 nous semble risqué de tirer des conclusions sur la « condition d’alumnes »
4 qui on aurait confié des missions communes de la flotte et de ’armée de terre”?8.

Gamberale ha considerato il nutritore un “padre adottivo™: per il primo dedicatario,
infans, chiarisce che “I’alumnus ha trascorso la sua infanzia (o fanciullezza) al seguito
del suo “foster-father”, funzionario militare, e non che ha servito come soldato”? e
parlando del secondo afferma che “nessuno dei due ¢ stato un soldato, ma entrambi
hanno seguito il proprio ‘adottante’ nei suoi viaggi di servizio”3’.

I1 problema dei significati attribuiti all’alunnato romano, dalla scolarita all’appren-
distato alla subalternita, non ¢ naturalmente circoscritto a questi due carmina epi-
graphica, ma coinvolge tutti gli argomenti e la documentazione del de Ruggiero. Per
quanto concerne il nostro fitulus, altri motivi si aggiungono a quelli addotti dai due
studiosi e smentiscono ulteriormente 1’esistenza di un rapporto di discenza e di subal-
ternitd in un officium militare all’interno dell’istituzione dell’alunnato: dalla troppo gio-
vane eta del primo alunno che ¢ definito infans ed ¢ morto quindi prima della puberta e
probabilmente anche del secondo, all’assenza di documentazione che attesti un rap-
porto di discenza professionale o di subalternita di tipo militare a carattere privato; dalla
assurdita che anche le alunne di militari avrebbero dovuto essere preparate ad una im-
possibile carriera militare, al particolare che i “discenti” presso 1’esercito romano sono
una categoria ben definita, sono le “reclute” da formare, chiamate propriamente discen-
tes o tirones, ed i subalterni non sono definiti a/umni ma con il loro ruolo gerarchico?'.

Si aggiunga a tutto cio il particolare che per nessuno degli alunni di militari danu-
biani, neanche per quelli che non dovrebbero essere piu tanto giovani (e che sono la
maggior parte) si accenna ad una milizia.

% 3k sk

Da quanto sopra si pud dedurre:

che, come si ricava dalla documentazione riferita al paragrafo “Eta”, gli alumni di
soldati rivestenti importanti ruoli gerarchici avevano, sia nelle province danubiane che
nel resto del mondo romano, migliori prospettive di vita rispetto ai nutriti i cui nutritori
non disponessero di redditi medio/alti;

che questa migliore prospettiva era collegata alla buona condizione economica dei
loro nutritori;

che la durezza della vita militare unita a fattori sociologici di cui al paragrafo
“Sesso” sconsigliava di “nutrire” alunni di sesso femminile;

che la situazione geografica e militare delle province imperiali coincide con una
maggiore presenza percentuale di alunni di militari;

28 Vassileiou 1983, 77.
29 Gamberale 1989, 46.
30" Gamberale 1989, 53.
31 Vedi anche Brancato 2015, 218.
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che il ruolo di questi ultimi era affettivo, e che ¢ da condividere la nozione di “quasi-
Adoption” sostenuta € documentata da Nielsen®2, mentre sono da escludere ruoli di di-
scenza, di subalternita o di dipendenza;

che il loro status sociale solo minoritariamente poteva essere quello servile e che,
se lo era, si trattava comunque di una condizione privilegiata rispetto a quella della
normale servitus, come documenta la loro stessa definizione: alumni e non servi;

non credo, infine, sia illegittimo considerare il lato umano ed affettivo, e cio¢ il
particolare che la marginalita delle nostre province induceva piu che altrove i militari
che avevano sufficienti possibilita economiche ad integrare gli affetti lontani con I’af-
figliolamento di alunni.

Relativamente a quest’ultimo punto infatti sappiamo che la lontananza dai luoghi di
origine, per i gradi inferiori il divieto di contrarre un matrimonio legittimo (per quanto
limitato ai primi due secoli dell’era volgare se ¢ vero che Settimio Severo lo aboli) che
tuttavia poteva essere surrogato dal concubinato, e la pesantezza del mestiere esercitato
spingevano i militari a stabilire dei rapporti affettivi sostitutivi con i propri commilitoni,
che frequentemente venivano designati come primi o secondi eredi ed altrettanto fre-
quentemente erano dedicanti o dedicatari delle rispettive sepolture, tant’¢ che, ripren-
dendo un quesito posto da Kerpatova??, Silvio Panciera aveva attribuito al termine fra-
ter riferito a compagni d’armi con diverso gentilizio il senso di “commilitone”34, pre-
supponendo, ritengo, un rapporto affettivo con questi colleghi cosi forte da assimilarli
a membri laterali della famiglia.

Possiamo pertanto realisticamente supporre che i militari ricostituissero un certo
tipo di rapporto familiare all’interno dell’accampamento considerando i colleghi con
cui condividevano la tenda alla stregua di propri congiunti. Ma chi se lo poteva permet-
tere perché si trovava in una posizione gerarchica ed economica di medio o alto livello
poteva ricorrere all’accoglimento degli alunni che, cosi, venivano assimilati ai figli e
riempivano quel vuoto che il duro lavoro delle milizie comportava: considerare un col-
lega “quasi parente” infatti non comportava impegni economici duraturi, cid che invece
era necessario accogliendo un nutrito; e la dedica di una sepoltura da parte di un collega
era un atto post-mortem e non presupponeva costi mentre il commilitone era in vita.
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CHIARA CENATI

L’indicazione dell’origo nelle iscrizioni dei soldati di
provenienza danubiana e balcanica a Roma

I soldati costituiscono, insieme a mercanti ¢ pellegrini, uno dei gruppi sociali che piu
di tutti nel mondo antico si contraddistingue per un alto livello di mobilita: non
stupisce quindi che essi tendano a menzionare nei propri monumenti con frequenza e
precisione la loro provenienza o quella dei commilitoni®.

In questo contributo si cerchera di fornire una panoramica sulle modalita
dell’indicazione dell’origo nelle iscrizioni urbane dei soldati di origine danubiana e
balcanica di stanza a Roma tra I e III secolo d.C., basandosi sui piu di 300 monumenti
sacri e sepolcrali?, in cui la provenienza ¢ esplicitamente indicata®.

L’arruolamento sistematico dei soldati delle milizie urbane dal bacino danubiano
inizia nel 193 d.C. in seguito alla riorganizzazione dell’antico corpo pretoriano attuata
da Settimio Severo, il quale sostituisce i membri delle coorti pretorie, prima di origine
quasi esclusivamente italica, con i legionari delle truppe da lui comandate, dopo che
queste avevano sostenuto Didio Giuliano all’indomani dell’assassinio di Pertinace®.
Se in seguito alla riforma severiana ¢ ravvisabile un arruolamento in massa dei
provinciali, i documenti relativi non solo ad equites singulares Augusti e classiarii,
gia presenti in gran numero a Roma, ma anche a pretoriani e urbaniciani sono
tutt’altro che scarsi.

Mentre nel 1 secolo la provenienza di soldati di origine italica viene
tendenzialmente espressa con il semplice nome della citta di origine, talvolta

I La questione dell’origo di soldati di provenienza danubiana a Roma ha attirato
I’interesse di numerosi studiosi gia a partire da Mateescu 1923 e Durry 1938, 251-256 fino a
Ricci 1993, 175-208, Kovacs 2013 per la Pannonia; Tatscheva 1997, Tatscheva 1999,
Topalilov 2013 per la Tracia.

2 Le due classi epigrafiche vengono trattate insieme: I’origo & attestata tuttavia in
prevalenza nelle iscrizioni sepolcrali, che rappresentano piu dell’80% del campione preso in
esame. Non vengono invece trattati nel dettaglio i cosiddetti /aterculi, nei quali la provenienza
¢ espressa in maniera standardizzata attraverso il nome del centro di origine (vedi infra).

3 Per la redazione del dossier si ¢ usato come punto di partenza I’elenco redatto da
Cecilia Ricci (Ricci 1993), a cui sono state applicati aggiornamenti e modifiche. Dal momento
che i dati presentati sono in ogni momento sensibili di variazioni, si ¢ talvolta preferito
arrotondare le cifre per eccesso o per difetto. Nelle iscrizioni prese in considerazione non
mancano infatti casi dubbi, derivanti da problemi di lettura e di interpretazione delle iscrizioni
stesse o da questioni piu generali.

4 Passerini 1939, 171-203; Bingham 2013, 43-46.
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introdotta dalla forma domo?®, nei monumenti dei provinciali dei due secoli successivi
essa ¢ indicata prevalentemente attraverso il nome della provincia preceduto dal
termine natione®, con il nome di un centro urbano’, con le due nozioni insieme® o in
varie altre combinazioni che si analizzeranno di seguito. Nel testo ¢ generalmente
fornita solo la provenienza del soldato defunto®, che talvolta pud coincidere con
quella dei dedicanti'”.

Soldati di provenienza norica'' si trovano in 44 iscrizioni (tab. 1). Oltre agli
equites singulares Augusti'?, che venivano reclutati gia nel II secolo tra i provinciali,
non sono pochi i monumenti relativi a pretoriani norici databili anteriormente alla
riforma severiana'®, in accordo con quanto testimoniato in Cassio Dione sull’area di
reclutamento di questo corpo selezionato dall’ltalia, dalla penisola iberica, dalla
Macedonia e, appunto, dal Norico'#. L’espressione dell’origo dei Norici non subisce
variazioni nel corso dei secoli. Nella maggior parte dei casi il soldato viene
identificato con I’espressione Noricu