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In 1889, the state office in Raleigh réported that the First Baptist Church of

e

Shelby, North Carolina, pave $60.00 to Foreign lfissions.
In 1891, C. P, Hamrick was pastor of the church, It had a total membershin of
283 members, and the W.M.S. sent $3Li.65 to Missions.
In 1893, the associational minutes show that Mrs. G. P. Hamrick pledged {1.00
for State lMissions at the assoclation, and the church vledsed %31.00. This is the
" first recorded gift for State Missions.
In 1896 the church had 200 enrolled in Sunday School and the WalleS. gave £12.00
to Missions.,
3§2?~Sheiby'rcported a Sunbeam band.
In 1898, a quote from a S.B.C. report savs that, "women were being recognized and
were giving liberally to Missions.
In 1900, at the Assoc. Meeting, the church pledzed $60.00 to Foreisn Missions.
The W.M.S. $5.00, and the Young Ladies $10.00s this is the first mention of T.W.A.
cifts.
In 1902, lMrse L. B, Harrison is listed as the first President of the socicty.
They had 23 members and gave $28.5l.
190];-Mrs. George English was President.
In 1905, a comnittee was appointed by the moderator of the Association to bring
a report on woman's work at the next session. The committee - B, T. Falls, George
English, and C. C. Roberts.
For the vears 1906 through 1910, Mrs. William Archer served as W.M.U. President.
1911-12,Mrs. Ce J. Woodson was President;1913,Mrs. L. W. Swope; 191l,Mrse. We He.
Blanton;1915, no name given, possibly Mrs. Blanton; 1916, Mrs, Archer; 1917, Mrs.
Colin Hull. Mrse Hull is our oldest living W.M.S. President. 1918 & 1919, Mrse W. J.

Roberts; 1920-21, lrs. S. A. MeMurry. In 1920, the 1st. Baptist Church and the Assoc.
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entertained the W.ll.U. State Convention. vy .j
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1922-23-28L1irs. J4 R. Dover was Presidents _ , 19 2.8 9w ol M
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1925_40‘%ﬁ%0 o “en for’Pre31ﬂbnt 7‘bm, the Ceneral Associational Meeting was held

here, W.!M,5« in charge of food.
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1926, lrs. Joln Suttle served as President; this year the W.M.S. of the church and

the W.M.U. of the Kings Mt. Assoc. gave llrs. Johmn Wacaster, associational 1.M.U. Supt.

a Ford care
1927-28, Mrse. V. B, Nix President.

1929, Wot sure who was President, but most likely it was Mrs. T. . Hamrick, we
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19305=fo President$ name given, but the W.ll.S. gave #3,028.00.

1931-32, llrse Je A, Liles was President,seying the only thing she could remember
about her bterm of office was that she orpanized and named the McMillan Circle,

1933-38, lrs. Stroup President. In 193), the W.M.S. entertained the Associational

.M, U. Meeting- lZiss Kathleen Mallory was the guest speaker.

In 1938, the W.ll.S. celebrated their nolden jubilee year.

1939, Mrse Jarrett was President. She says things moved along at an even pace.
She doesn't rcmenber anything outstanding.happening.

19)0-15, lrse Rush Stroup again served as President.

In the minutes of 1945, (have minutes for 3 years), we read, "Now thalt the war is
over, we decided to shake up the circless The Heck Circle became active again and a
new cirecle was formed and named the Vena Aguillard.

In 19L5, the society was host to the R.i.'s of the Hickory Division-Remember, they

almost took the towml

During Vrse Stroup's term of service, the first B.W.C, inthe Association was or-

ranized,

Mps. Fred Swift was President for 3 yecarsel96,17,L8. She was during these

vears that the women of the Assoc. helped raise funds for the President's home at

Gardner—ﬁebb. s Stroup led the women of the Mirst Baptist Church to give §1,000.00.

During lrse. Swift's term as President, the church celebrated its centennial-(19L6).

Mrs. J. M. Dawson of Texas and Vashincston De C. spoke,

The B. W. C. 4in our church was organized in 19)7. At the close of a general meeting,
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in 1917, the society had a shower for Miss Attle Bostick who was soon to be married to
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19)19-1950, Mrs. Ceorge Carpen 188 Presid : ’ B
919-1950, Irse ge Uarpenter was President. The first mornins circle, named

Frances Bskridee Roberts was orzanized.

The Hickory Reginnal Meeting met here in 1950, and the Kathleen allory Cirele wa
Jal ry Ulx was

organized,

1951-52, Mrge Lowery Austell served as President. During her time or ervice, th
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time of circles and General Meetings were revor
g seds  The Young People's work was re-

organized, Miss Ina Belle Coleman visited the society ang spoke in 1952
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1953-5li, Mrse Cecil Gilliatt served as President, During her Presidency, th
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By-laws were chan~sed to read-No President to serve more than two years, and she must
L =t woll S

have been on the erecutive board before being President. Mrs. John Villding was
President during 1955-56. The Laura Cornwell Circle was organized.

Mrs. Alton Hopper succeeded Mrs. Wilkins serving during 1957-58. One new circle was
organizeds The Hicikory Region had its leadership conference here in 1958, The WM. S.
received an advence award during this timea

The next President was Mpg John Ed Davis who served in 1959 & 60. During her term
of service, Royal Service and the Young People's Magazines were put in the church budret.

Up until this time only one General U.M.S. Meeting was held per months Iirs. Davis
began having two (cneral Meetings. One in the afternoon, and one at night. During both
vears the society was rated as an Advanced Society;
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1961~62, lirs. Daris Yelton was President. It was under her:leadership that the

society adonted the "B" plan, that 1s, havine two W.M,S.-with a comnlete set of officers

for each. 0One for Day Bircles, and one for Nicht Circles. Mrs. Yelton labored and

N 1963 & 195 Mrs, H arold Causby was We M* U. President. During this term
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While Jesus was here on earth, he saw and called the individual to serve him. When
9
he touched the blind-man's eyes and asked him what he saw, he replied "I see men as

trees walldngs" Jesus touched the man's eyes the second time and then he was every man

clearly.




Today we've secn how in W.M.U. God uses individuals to promote his cause. May we
1like the blind man come back for the second touch of Jesus in order that we nay see
individuals the world over who are in need of Him, and then commit ourselves znew to
serving and witnessing for Him.

To express your love and appreciation for those who have gone before, for those
who follow in their train, for all who serve and labor in any way won't vou stand now

and remain standin~ for the closing prayer, remembering the words of liondecai to Esther-

tyho knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this"?

Mrs. John Wacaster

Note: This paper was civen at the General UW.11.5. Meeting in May when we honored the

living Presidents. =
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