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THURSDAY, sune 1. 1997

' First Baptist Church celebrating
150 years with special service

CASSIE TARPLEY
Star Staff Writer

SHELBY — They’'ve been scrubbing the
floors, painting the walls and even laying new
carpet.

~ Company's coming, and for a grand

occasion.
First Baptist Church of Shelby is celebrat-

ing its sesquicentennial — that’s 150 years of
history — and everyone is invited.

A capacity crowd is expected at a special
worship service Sunday beginning at 10:30
a'r';l‘ile service will be followed by a fellowship
meal equal to the occasion — the block of La-
fayette Street on the church’s west side will be
roped off for “dinner on the grounds.

Bells were ringing today as the chimes
tolled once for each of First Baptist's 150
ycai\flzsic for the Sunday service includes a
brass quintet, and a specially commissioned
anthem by Shelby native and professional
musician Mark Cabaniss. The work, titled
“anthem of Faithfulness,” will be sung by the
sanctuary choir.

Other singers will be church soloist Gina
McWhirter, and five returning members of
“The Generation,” a women's ensemble
formed in the late 1960s — Joann Yates
Swartz, Carol Smith Greer, Susan McDonald,
Debbie Rogers and accompanist Patty
McBrayer.

Special guests will participate in a proces-
sional at the beginning of the service.

Months of preparation and a $1 million re-
| novation have prepared the church to wel-
come former members and staffers from as far
away as Texas, sald church historian Mary
 Lou Causby, chairperson of the Sesquicenten-

nial Committee.

“We started planning with a breakfast
brainstormiing -session- 18 months ago,” said-
Causby. “We wanted to get all the people in-
terested in it.”

Causby and fellow workers Rush Hamrick -
Jr., Jackie Davis, Becky Hamrick and Genny
Spears met monthly since January 1996 plan-
ning, preparing, inviting and attending to the
smallest details to highlight the rich history of
the First Baptist congregation.

“The whole of 1997 is our celebratory year,”
said Causby, “and our theme is ‘Foundation,
Faith and Future.’" ”

Members’ interest has been stirred with

- little doses of history in the weekly bulletin

and during Sunday services.

In the five weeks leading up to celebration
day, committee members have capsuled
25-year spans in five-minute ‘“historical
moments.” .

To set the stage for her reminiscence of the
1847 to 1872 era, Causby donned her great-
grandmother Phoebe Hamrick's dress. The Ci-
vil War era widow's dress is part of the perma-
nent collection in the historical room of the
church.

A new pictorial directory, planned for re-
lease June 22, will not be ready until later this
summer. It will feature group photos of more
than 150 members who have been part of
First Baptist for 50 or more years.

First Baptist Church was organized June
19, 1847, with the Rev. James Milton Webb as
the first of 34 pastors.

It was the year Shelby's charter was repe-
aled. Cleveland County was barely six years
old, and James K. Polk from Pineville was
president of the United States.

If founders had followed county direction

vv Please see CHURCH/3A
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dresses a mannequin in Causby’s great-grandmother’s

donned in period costume,

Jackie Davis,

First Baptist Church.

ilia room at

1800s-style dress in the: memorab
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