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The epidemic of police violence has been directly and 
disproportionately targeted at Black people. Indeed, 
police have played a primary role in anti-Black 
violence since their inception as an institution. For 
example, a sociological study in 1933 of 100 lynchings 
found that white police officers had participated in 
at least half of all lynchings, and that in 90 percent of 
others, law enforcement stood by, complicit in their 
inaction, as mobs murdered Black people.4 Just as 
police are more likely to stop, frisk, arrest, and jail 
Black people than white people,5 they are more likely 
to shoot and kill Black people. One study found that 
young unarmed male victims of deadly force by police 
are 13 times more likely to be Black than white.6 At 
current levels of risk, Black men face about a one in 
1,000 chance of being killed by police over the course 
of their lives. Stunningly, for young men of color, 
police use of force is now among the leading causes of 
death.7 Mirroring the lack of media attention often 

given to women and nonbinary people of color killed 
by the police,8 there is a dearth of research examining 
racial disparities in police killings among nonmale 
populations. However, some data indicates that 

Introduction

The killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers on May 25, 2020 was horrific, but 
it was not unusual. People rose up in protest in streets across America not because such 
brutality was unprecedented, but because police violence — inflicted disproportionately on 
people of color — is and always has been woven into the daily fabric of American life. Police 
in the United States kill an obscene number of people every year. The actual number is not 
known because the data is not tracked, reported, collected, or analyzed in a systematic 
fashion. At minimum, we know that police kill more than 1,000 people annually.1 Even 
this conservative figure far exceeds the number of people killed by police in other wealthy 
countries.2 For perspective, police in America kill people at least three times the rate of 
their law enforcement counterparts in Canada, a wealthy country with the next highest 
rate of killing, and at least 16 times the rates of Germany and England.3

Our country has 
to reckon with the 
scope and impact 
of centuries of 
systemic police 
violence and 
racism.
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although women are less likely than men to be killed 
by police overall, Black women and Native American/
Indigenous women are more likely to be killed by 
police than white women.9, 10 Furthermore, while 
police killings are higher in high-poverty areas than 
low-poverty areas for all racial groups, Black people 
who live in more affluent areas are almost as likely 
to be killed by police as white people who live in the 
poorest areas.11

The onset of the coronavirus pandemic, during which 
state governments have issued stay-at-home orders 
and imposed social distancing requirements, and 
many police departments have sought to minimize 
police-initiated contact with the public (by, among 
other measures, reducing the number of traffic 
and pedestrian stops),12 would suggest a reduction 
in police killings. This report examines whether 
unprecedented societal isolation combined with 
police departments relaxing routine enforcement 
corresponds to a decrease in the frequency with 
which the police fatally shoot people, and whether 
such force continues to be used disproportionately 
against Black, Brown, and Native American/
Indigenous people. As detailed in the following 
results section, we found that despite COVID-19, 
the rate of fatal police shootings has remained the 
same nationally. In some states, the rate has even 
increased.

Our country has to reckon with the scope and impact 
of centuries of systemic police violence and racism. 
We issue this report to highlight the current state of 
fatal police shootings during what are unprecedented 
times for this generation, and to show a way forward 
that would, ultimately, shift power away from 
police officers, police unions, and their lobbying 
associations, and to the communities that have 
suffered the most police violence. Communities that 
are closest to the problem are closest to the solution,13 
and yet often are furthest from the resources 
necessary for transformational change.
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Fatal Police Shootings Over Time
From January 1, 2015, to June 30, 2020, police 
officers shot and killed 5,442 people. Table 1 breaks 
this total down by victim race (as reported by The 
Washington Post14). Approximately 46% of fatal police 
shootings kill white people, who account for roughly 
60% of the U.S. population. Another 24% of fatal 
police shootings kill Black people, who account for 
about 13% of the U.S. population. Latinx people are 
killed in 17% of fatal police shootings, and account for 
about 19% of the U.S. population. 
 
As shown in Figure 1, Native American/Indigenous 
people and Black people experience the highest rates 
of fatal police shootings, followed by Latinx people. 
For example, in 2019, Black and Native American/
Indigenous people were approximately three times 

more likely than white people to be fatally shot by 
police (6.2 and 5.9 shootings per 1 million people for 
Black and Native American/Indigenous populations, 
respectively, vs. 2.0 shootings per 1 million for white 
population).

For the most part, the size of these racial disparities 
has been remarkably consistent over the last five 
years. One notable exception is the rate at which 
Native American/Indigenous people have been 
fatally shot by police. Their rate of death by fatal 
police shootings has ranged from a low of 4.3 per 
million in 2015 to a high of 10.2 per million in 2017 
(see Figure 1). The reason for the apparent spike in 
rates in 2017 is unclear. However, some high-profile 
events leading up to 2017 may have led to increased 
police violence in Native American communities, 
perhaps contributing to the spike. For example, 

Results

* As of June 30, 2020. Percentages do not sum to exactly 100% due to rounding.
** As of July 1, 2019, according to the U.S. Census Bureau
Data source: The Washington Post Fatal Force Database and U.S. Census Bureau 

TABLE 1

Fatal Police Shootings, by Race of Victim, 2015–2020*

Race Fatal Police  
Shootings

% of Fatal Police 
Shootings

% of
U.S. Population**

White 2,491 45.8% 60.1%

Black 1,298 23.9% 12.5%

Hispanic/Latinx 906 16.7% 18.5%

Asian/Pacific Islander 94 1.7% 7.0%

Native American/Indigenous 78 1.4% 1.3%

Other 48 0.9% 0.6%

Undetermined 527 9.7%  —

Total 5,442 100.0%  —
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outrage over the killing of Paul Castaway, a Native 
American man shot by Denver police in 2015, helped 
spark the beginning of the “Native Lives Matter” 
movement.15 Tensions between police and protestors 
of the Dakota Access Pipeline construction were 
high in 2016, and several instances of police brutality 
against Native American protestors occurred at the 
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation.16 These events 
may have led not only to more instances of police 
violence, but also to increased media attention 
and reporting of police violence against Native 
Americans/Indigenous individuals, a population 
that has often been unrepresented in the public 
discussion of police violence.17 Furthermore, some 
have also noted the lack of accurate, consistent 
data collection related to police violence against 
Native American/Indigenous populations due to 
many factors, including tribal lands being under 
federal jurisdiction and thus less likely to report data 
of police violence and misidentification of Native 
American/Indigenous people.18

These figures are consistent with public health 
studies documenting racial disparities in the 
likelihood of being killed by police in the United 
States.19 They are also consistent with the disparities 
revealed by other databases that track police-
involved fatalities (i.e., Fatal Encounters20 and 
Mapping Police Violence21).

It is not possible to explain the specific mechanisms 
that account for these racial disparities with the 
available data, but decades of research suggest 
they stem from racial disparities in whom police 
stop22 and arrest23, as well as disparities in citizen 
complaints,24 crime reporting,25 911 calls,26 access 
to trauma care,27 and neighborhood context.28 
Disparities in fatal police shootings are likely also 
a partial function of racist tropes and stereotypes 
resulting in misperceptions of Black people as 
inherently dangerous or threatening.29 These factors 
stem from the individual, structural, and systemic 
racism deeply embedded into our culture and our 
institutions.

0

2

4

6

8

10

R
at

e 
pe

r 
1 

M
ill

io
n

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Overall Native American/Indigenous Black
Latinx White Asian/Pacific Islander

Data source: The Washington Post Fatal Force Database, pulled 7/13/20

TABLE 1

Fatal Police Shootings, by Race of Victim, 2015–2020*

Race Fatal Police  
Shootings

% of Fatal Police 
Shootings

% of
U.S. Population**

White 2,491 45.8% 60.1%

Black 1,298 23.9% 12.5%

Hispanic/Latinx 906 16.7% 18.5%

Asian/Pacific Islander 94 1.7% 7.0%

Native American/Indigenous 78 1.4% 1.3%

Other 48 0.9% 0.6%

Undetermined 527 9.7%  —

Total 5,442 100.0%  —

FIGURE 1

Fatal Police Shootings per 1 Million People, 2015–2019
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Fatal Police Shootings Amidst 
the COVID-19 Pandemic
Figure 2 displays the number of people fatally shot 
by police per year, as well as how many had been 
fatally shot at this point each year. As of June 30, 
2020, police officers had fatally shot 511 people. This 
is consistent with each of the previous five years for 

which we have data — which is somewhat surprising 

given the significant societal disruptions that have 

been caused in 2020 by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Because of stay-at-home orders, social distancing 

requirements, and police department policies 

advising officers to initiate fewer investigative 

contacts,30 we might have expected fewer fatal police 

shootings in 2020 relative to years past. In fact, 

US reports 1st 
COVID-19 death

George Floyd killed 
by Minneapolis police
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Fatal Police Shootings per Week, 2015–2020*
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most research indicates that crime has decreased 
or stayed the same during the pandemic,31 although 
some notes an uptick in certain types of crime in 
some localities.32

To investigate further, we plotted the number of 
fatal police shootings that occurred in each of the 
first 27 weeks of 2020 relative to the minimum and 
maximum weekly totals observed from 2015 to 2019 
(see Figure 3 on the previous page). For example, 
in the ninth week of 2020 (when the first COVID-19 
related death was reported), police officers fatally 
shot 22 people, matching the weekly maximum and 
nearly doubling the weekly minimum (12 during 
the same week in 2016) from the previous five years. 
From 2015 to 2019, an average of 19.4 fatal shootings 
occurred per week during the first 27 weeks of the 
year (range = 16.2 to 22.4). In 2020, there have been 
an average of 19.4 fatal shootings per week (range 
= 13 to 27). At the national level, then, COVID-19 
has had no effect on the frequency of fatal police 
shootings. 

Fatal Police Shootings by State
Of course, national-level analyses such as these 
undoubtedly mask significant variation across smaller 
geographic units.33 The maps in Figure 4 compare 
each state’s average rate of shootings per million 
residents during the first six months each year from 
2015 to 2019 to its rate during the first six months 
of 202034 (see Table 2 and Tables A1 and A2 in the 
Appendices for specific data for each state and D.C.).

Overall, findings from the state data mirror the 
national findings, in that fatal shootings appear to 
be occurring at relatively the same rates during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as they did during the same time 
period in prior years. Much of the variation that does 
exist between 2020 and the previous five-year average 
is small, but there are several states in which the 
variation from previous years is more pronounced (see 
Table 2). In four states — Illinois, Michigan, Texas, and 
West Virginia — there have been fewer fatal shootings 
thus far in 2020, relative to the last five years, on 
average. But in another seven states — Alabama, 

Alaska, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Montana, and 
Nevada — there have been more shootings this year 
relative to the last five years on average. 

 
Fatal Police Shootings 
Following Protests and 
Pressure to Defund Police
Between late May, when Minneapolis police 
killed George Floyd and communities in cities 
and towns across the country took to the 
streets to demand not just justice but radical 
and transformative change, and the release 
of this report, fatal police shootings appear to 
have dropped precipitously. 

In the four weeks leading up to Floyd’s killing, 
there were 27, 20, 22, and 25 fatal shootings, 
respectively (average = 23.5). The previous 
five-year average during this four-week period 
was 17.3. Following Floyd’s death and the 
worldwide protests in the weeks that followed, 
it appears that fatal police shootings may 
have slowed (see Figure 3). There have been 17 
or fewer fatal police shootings per week each 
of the last five weeks. This occurred only three 
times during the first 22 weeks of 2020. 

However, we cannot draw meaningful 
conclusions from data over such a brief time 
period. Police killings persist, to be sure — 
police violence is too deeply rooted to be 
extricated in a matter of weeks, months, or 
even years, as evidenced by the killing of 
Rayshard Brooks in Atlanta35 and the wave 
of police brutality during the protests.36 
Of course, we will need to carefully — and 
accurately — track police shootings over 
the coming weeks and months to better 
understand if, in fact, protests, public outrage, 
and accompanying policy changes37 have 
reduced police shootings. But until and unless 
there is fundamental and structural change, 
police brutality will continue. 
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2015–2019*
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FIGURE 4

Fatal Police Shooting Rates Through June 30th

Data source: The Washington Post Fatal Force Database

Fatal Police Shootings per 1 Million People
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State Average YTD,* 
2015-2019

Avg. Rate per 
Million People, 
2015-2019

2020 YTD* 
Total

2020 Rate 
per Million 
People

Alabama 8.2 1.7 13 2.7
Alaska 3.6 4.9 6 8.2
Arizona 25.0 3.6 21 2.9
Arkansas 6.8 2.3 10 3.3
California 70.6 1.8 65 1.7
Colorado 17.4 3.1 27 4.9
Connecticut 1.6 0.5 4 1.1
Delaware 1.4 1.5 1 1.0
District of Columbia 1.2 1.7 0 0.0
Florida 30.2 1.5 46 2.1
Georgia 16.2 1.6 18 1.7
Hawai‘i 2.8 2.0 1 0.7
Idaho 3.8 2.2 3 1.7
Illinois 11.8 0.9 4 0.3
Indiana 9.2 1.4 10 1.5
Iowa 2.2 0.7 2 0.6
Kansas 4.2 1.4 3 1.0
Kentucky 9.2 2.1 11 2.5
Louisiana 10.0 2.1 10 2.2
Maine 2.8 2.1 3 2.2
Maryland 7.6 1.3 9 1.5
Massachusetts 3.4 0.5 3 0.4
Michigan 8.6 0.9 2 0.2
Minnesota 4.8 0.9 3 0.5
Mississippi 7.0 2.4 4 1.3
Missouri 13.8 2.3 17 2.8
Montana 2.8 2.7 6 5.6
Nebraska 2.8 1.5 2 1.0
Nevada 6.4 2.1 16 5.2
New Hampshire   1.2 0.9 1 0.7
New Jersey 6.6 0.7 5 0.6
New Mexico 8.4 4.0 5 2.4
New York 9.2 0.5 12 0.6
North Carolina 14.2 1.4 18 1.7
North Dakota 1.2 1.6 2 2.6
Ohio 13.6 1.2 11 0.9
Oklahoma 16.6 4.2 14 3.5
Oregon 8.8 2.1 10 2.4
Pennsylvania 9.4 0.7 9 0.7
Rhode Island 0.4 0.4 0 0.0
South Carolina 6.8 1.4 9 1.8
South Dakota 2.2 2.5 1 1.1
Tennessee 12.2 1.8 11 1.9
Texas 51.4 1.8 40 1.4
Utah 4.6 1.5 5 1.6
Vermont 0.8 1.3 0 0.0
Virginia 8.8 1.1 9 1.1
Washington 12.4 1.7 14 1.8
West Virginia 4.6 2.5 1 0.6
Wisconsin 8.2 1.4 9 1.6
Wyoming 1.0 1.7 0 0.0

TABLE 2

Year-to-Date Totals  
and Rates of Fatal 
Police Shootings by 
State, 2015-2020

*Note: YTD = Year to date, as of  
June 30, 2020 

Data Source: The Washington Post 
Fatal Force Database and U.S.  
Census Bureau
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These sobering findings suggest that not even a 
deadly virus — one that has driven people indoors 
and required social distancing — can curb the 
American epidemic of fatal police shootings or the 
disproportionate rate of police killings of Black, 
Brown, and Native American/Indigenous people. 
We must take urgent, critical steps to systemically 
transform policing in this country by dramatically 
reducing police departments’ role, presence, 
responsibilities, and funding, and in turn, end the 
scourge of police violence.

Recommendations
•	Divest from current policing budgets 

and reinvest in life-affirming alternatives 
to policing that will keep communities safe. 
Significantly fewer police, with a significantly 
reduced role in communities’ everyday lives, will 
result in fewer police-community interactions, 
which will reduce incidents of police violence. 

•	Prohibit police from enforcing a range of 
nonserious offenses, including nonserious 

Conclusions & 
Recommendations

traffic and minor offenses, which should be 
addressed through mechanisms outside the 
criminal legal system. Eighty percent of arrests in 
the United States are for misdemeanors,38 and we 
have witnessed many police killings — Philando 
Castile, Eric Garner, George Floyd, and more — 
that arose from enforcement of petty offenses. 
Eliminating unnecessary interactions between 
the police and community members will reduce 
violence and deaths. 

•	Dramatically transform use-of-force statutes 
so that police officers’ use of force against 
community members is rare. Deadly force should 
only be allowed if necessary to defend against 
an imminent threat of death or serious bodily 
injury to the officer or to another person, and 
only after all other alternatives to lethal force 
have been exhausted. Whether such force is 
necessary should involve consideration of an 
officer’s conduct and decisions leading up to 
the use of deadly force, including decisions that 
create unnecessary risks or ignore reasonable and 
available alternatives to such force.

Fatal shootings by police are so routine that even during a national pandemic, with far 
fewer people traveling outside of their homes and police departments reducing contact 
with the public so as not to spread the virus, police have continued to fatally shoot people 
at the same rate so far in 2020 as they did in the same period from 2015 to 2019. In several 
states, police are killing people at higher rates than the previous five years. Further, our 
analysis reveals that Black, Native American/Indigenous, and Latinx people are still more 
likely than white people to be killed by police. 



11The Other Epidemic: Fatal Police Shootings in the Time of COVID-19

•	Abolish qualified immunity, which often shields 
officers from liability for many constitutional 
violations, including fatal use of force.

•	Establish alternatives to police response for 
people in crisis. People who are experiencing 
behavioral health crises should not have to 
communicate with law enforcement as first 
responders. Instead, the response to such crises 
should be sufficiently staffed, culturally competent 
mental health services.

•	End the militarization of police. Police must be 
demilitarized, which requires a reduction in access 
to and use of militarized weapons designed for the 
battlefield of war, including assault rifles, grenade 
launchers, incendiary devices, and armored 
vehicles. Further, communities should encourage 
programs to mediate conflicts that rely on people 
who are not police officers, who do not carry 
weapons, and who work collaboratively within the 
communities they serve. 

•	Create independent oversight structures with 
teeth that ensure that when officers use force 
in violation of the law, policies, or training, they 
are held accountable. Records of misconduct and 
ensuing accountability must be made available to 
the public and other police departments, so as not 

to allow officers who engage in police violence to 
easily move from one department to another. 

•	Ensure training reflects improved statutes 
and policies. Training may be required to 
effectively implement policies that prioritize de-
escalation and limit use of force. However, the need 
for such training should not function as a backdoor 
means of increasing police budgets. Training 
content and methods used should be scientifically 
evaluated, and selection criteria should be based 
on empirical evidence of efficacy. Additionally, the 
provision of such training is meaningless if it is not 
supported by clear, enforceable policies.

•	Collect and disseminate comprehensive, 
publicly available data about police 
shootings and all law enforcement uses of force, 
disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, self-
reported LGBTQ status, and disability.

Eliminating 
unnecessary 
interactions 
between the police 
and community 
members will 
reduce violence 
and deaths. 
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It is important to note that although the 
overwhelming majority of community deaths at the 
hands of police officers are caused by gunfire,41 the 
data analyzed here do not include other police-caused 
deaths, such as those of Eric Garner, Freddie Gray, 
or George Floyd (to name but a few). This research 
was limited to fatal shootings by police. It does not 
account for trends in deaths caused by other means, 
nor does it account for nonfatal shootings by police. 
These incidents nevertheless involve police officers 
using deadly force on community members.

Though The Washington Post updates its Fatal 
Force database regularly, there may be some lag 
time between the occurrence of fatal police shooting 
incidents and their addition to the database. For 
example, if a shooting occurred in the evening hours 
of June 30, it likely would not get covered by local 
media until the next day (July 1), and it might take 
journalists at The Washington Post several additional 
days to notice it, confirm details such as the victim’s 
race, and add it to their database. Thus, we cannot 
be certain that the more recent 2020 figures are 
complete. Further examination into the first six 
months of 2020 would be warranted at a later date to 
provide a more complete accounting. Nevertheless, 
this is the most up-to-date data available at the time of 
analysis.

U.S. population estimates by race/ethnicity were only 
available from the Census Bureau for 2015 through 
2018. For the national-level rates presented in Figure 
1, we imputed the 2019 populations based on 2015-
2018 estimates. For the state-level rates presented 
in Figure 4, we simply used 2019 populations to 
calculate the 2020 rates.

There were also some additional limitations in 
assessing racial disparities. The U.S. Census and The 
Washington Post’s Fatal Force database collect and 
categorize race and ethnicity somewhat differently — 
The Washington Post relies on news reports and official 
statements, whereas the Census Bureau constructs 
five-year estimates from its annual American 
Community Survey.42 The Washington Post does not 
include a bi-/multiracial category, so we had to create 
single-race categories (with the exception of Latinx, 
which includes those of any race), and thus specific 
instances of fatal shootings of bi-/multiracial people 
remains unknown. Furthermore, The Washington Post 
combines all Asian and Pacific Islander people as one 
racial group, and thus, though it is possible that Asian 
people and Pacific Islander people have differing rates 
of fatal police shootings, we were not able to examine 
that in this report and disparities might have been 
masked. Future research that disaggregates data of 
Asian/Pacific Islander people to examine subgroup 
differences and experiences is needed. 

Methodology

On July 13, 2020, we extracted incident-level data on fatal shootings by on-duty U.S. police 
officers from The Washington Post’s Fatal Force database.39 To calculate overall and race-
specific fatal police shooting rates, we obtained population estimates from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.40 
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State 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
(YTD)

Total Since
1/1/2015

Alabama 17 25 25 13 11 13 104
Alaska 4 7 8 7 7 6 39
Arizona 42 50 44 62 35 21 254
Arkansas 5 15 12 21 21 10 84
California 190 138 161 114 135 66 804
Colorado 29 31 31 44 36 28 199
Connecticut 2 4 6 1 4 4 21
Delaware 3 1 6 0 2 1 13
District of Columbia 4 5 2 1 1 0 13
Florida 61 60 58 64 64 46 353
Georgia 29 26 29 44 37 18 183
Hawai‘i 2 6 3 11 7 1 30
Idaho 7 6 6 13 7 3 42
Illinois 21 26 20 20 13 4 104
Indiana 19 14 19 18 16 10 96
Iowa 5 5 5 9 5 2 31
Kansas 9 10 12 7 9 3 50
Kentucky 16 18 17 20 15 11 97
Louisiana 27 19 19 15 20 10 110
Maine 2 2 9 3 3 3 22
Maryland 15 15 9 12 19 9 79
Massachusetts 9 12 3 3 5 3 35
Michigan 16 12 14 21 13 2 78
Minnesota 12 14 9 12 11 3 61
Mississippi 8 8 17 10 18 4 65
Missouri 21 21 31 24 28 17 142
Montana 4 5 6 6 6 6 33
Nebraska 8 7 0 1 6 2 24
Nevada 19 14 16 22 11 16 98
New Hampshire   3 2 3 2 2 1 13
New Jersey 15 12 12 12 12 5 68
New Mexico 20 21 21 20 19 5 106
New York 19 17 16 15 23 12 102
North Carolina 22 33 22 25 34 18 154
North Dakota 1 1 3 4 0 2 11
Ohio 29 26 34 32 24 11 156
Oklahoma 32 26 26 33 35 14 166
Oregon 15 15 12 17 18 10 87
Pennsylvania 18 22 23 23 14 9 109
Rhode Island 0 2 1 1 0 0 4
South Carolina 19 17 12 12 18 9 87
South Dakota 3 4 3 3 3 1 17
Tennessee 20 22 27 26 33 13 141
Texas 100 82 69 85 108 41 485
Utah 10 8 7 18 12 5 60
Vermont 1 2 1 2 3 0 9
Virginia 18 17 23 18 10 9 95
Washington 16 26 38 22 36 14 152
West Virginia 10 12 11 7 13 1 54
Wisconsin 11 17 24 12 18 9 91
Wyoming 6 2 1 4 1 0 14

TABLE A1

Year-End Totals 
of Fatal Police 
Shootings by State, 
2015–2020

Note: YTD = Year to date, as of 
June 30, 2020
Data source: The Washington 
Post Fatal Force Database

Appendices 
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State 2015 
YTD

2016 
YTD

2017 
YTD

2018 
YTD

2019 
YTD

5-Year 
Avg YTD

2020 
YTD

Alabama 9 15 6 7 4 8.2 13
Alaska 1 4 4 4 5 3.6 6
Arizona 26 22 19 36 22 25.0 21
Arkansas 4 7 5 9 9 6.8 10
California 76 62 87 57 71 70.6 65
Colorado 14 17 12 26 17 17.2 27
Connecticut 0 3 3 0 2 1.6 4
Delaware 2 1 4 0 0 1.4 1
District of Columbia 1 2 2 1 0 1.2 0
Florida 28 34 29 31 29 30.2 46
Georgia 13 15 13 26 14 16.2 18
Hawai‘i 1 4 3 2 4 2.8 1
Idaho 4 3 3 9 0 3.8 3
Illinois 11 15 11 12 10 11.8 4
Indiana 11 7 9 12 7 9.2 10
Iowa 3 3 1 3 1 2.2 2
Kansas 6 4 4 3 4 4.2 3
Kentucky 6 9 9 14 8 9.2 11
Louisiana 10 9 9 10 12 10.0 10
Maine 1 1 8 2 2 2.8 3
Maryland 8 7 7 5 11 7.6 9
Massachusetts 6 8 0 1 2 3.4 3
Michigan 8 5 7 15 8 8.6 2
Minnesota 5 6 4 4 5 4.8 3
Mississippi 4 7 6 8 10 7.0 4
Missouri 10 14 17 17 11 13.8 17
Montana 2 3 2 4 3 2.8 6
Nebraska 6 4 0 0 4 2.8 2
Nevada 3 6 8 9 6 6.4 16
New Hampshire   1 1 2 0 2 1.2 1
New Jersey 9 4 8 8 4 6.6 5
New Mexico 7 15 6 8 6 8.4 5
New York 13 10 6 8 9 9.2 12
North Carolina 11 16 12 15 17 14.2 18
North Dakota 1 1 2 2 0 1.2 2
Ohio 11 10 19 19 8 13.4 11
Oklahoma 19 9 18 21 16 16.6 14
Oregon 9 9 6 10 10 8.8 10
Pennsylvania 8 11 11 14 3 9.4 9
Rhode Island 0 2 0 0 0 0.4 0
South Carolina 9 6 6 4 9 6.8 9
South Dakota 0 4 3 2 2 2.2 1
Tennessee 7 10 17 9 18 12.2 11
Texas 51 45 41 61 59 51.4 40
Utah 5 5 4 8 1 4.6 5
Vermont 0 1 0 2 1 0.8 0
Virginia 8 13 8 10 5 8.8 9
Washington 8 12 15 8 19 12.4 14
West Virginia 3 3 5 5 7 4.6 1
Wisconsin 5 10 12 7 7 8.2 9
Wyoming 1 1 0 2 0 0.8 0

TABLE A2 

Year-to-Date 
Totals of Fatal 
Police Shootings 
by State, 
2015–2020

Note: YTD = Year to date, as of June 
30, 2020
Data Source: The Washington Post 
Fatal Force Database
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