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CHAPTER 1
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

With the emphasis being placed today on the needs for trained
personnel in all areas, it has become increasingly important for
educators to try to solve problems confronting the school as are
related to attendance. The larger public school systems have put
into action a visiting teacher program which proposes to help
prevent non-attendance and to improve irregular attendance. How-
ever, rural schools very often, have no access to the visiting
teacher program or to any other type of truancy prevention. They
have had to seek other means to combat this problem,

I. THE PROBLEM
Statement of the Problem. The purposes of this study are
(1) to explore the philosophy of, and factors involved in school
attendance; (2) to ascertain the probable causes of non-attendance
in the Bohner School, Olton, Texas; and (3) to use the findings to

make recommendations for possible improvement in attendance.

The current sudy was undertaken in an effort to throw light
upon the real reasons why pupils are absent from school. Particu-
larly it sought to ascertain what could be done to gain a more

complete understanding of fundamental causes for pupil absence in
a particular school situation.
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_S_g_‘nl!lcmo _g! the Study. The need for studying the causes of
non-attendance and drop-outs was made evident by a constant increase
of attendance problems in the Bohner School, Olton, Texas, to the
extent that the possible future of financial appropriations for the
school will be reduced.

It may be said quite safely that school administrators and teachers
are universally interested in the problems associated with non-afendace,

and are much concerned with reduciag them. The tax-payers are con-
cerned in part because their money is being used to provide buildings,
equipment, and teachers for the use of all students, Citizens are con-
cerned also because the quality of the product of the school is influenc-
ed by the extent to which students attend school regularly.

It would seem that any successful attack upon the absence problem
should start with an analysis of the cause of absence among a particular
group of pupils. It may be assumed that if we know the cause of a
condition we are able to place an intelligent attack to remove the
condition. If pupils are absent because of health factors, an effort to
reduce absence will take the direction of changing those health factors.
Similarly, if pupils are absent because of shortcomings in the school
program, better attendance will require that these shortcomings be
changed,

Previous studies associated with the preparation of this thesis,
however,have stopped with an analysis based upon t& reason given by
pupils or parents. This still leaves unanswered the question of under-
lying fundamental causes. When a boy gives the reason for an absence
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as sickness and he plays a game of football the same day, one suspects
at once that the reason given was not the real reason, Yet, his absance
was real. If his absenteeism is to be eliminated, the real cause must
be sought out.
| . DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED
" To elarify the mesaing of certain terms used in this study, the

followingterms are defined by Carter V. Good, Dictionary of
Education:

School m«néc. School absence may be defined as loss of a
full day from school.

Broken homes. Broken homes refor to the family unit broken
either by separation, divorce or death.

Truant. Truant refers to a pupil absent without permission
from the school or parents, '

oI, LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Certain limitations in the scope of the problem of discovering
the causes of non-attendance in the Bohner Scheol, Olton, Texas,
are made in keeping with the primary purpose of tln study, Only
those data directly concerned with attendance and relevant personal
data are presented. An attempt was made to omit an {rrelevant
statistical or personal data. It should be mentioned that all records
available were used to the fullest extent, . |



IV. METHODOLOGY

Primary sources of data used in this study include (1) the
individual teacher's grade books, in which had been kept a day by day
record of pupil absences for the semester, (2) the file in the office
of the principal which contained the records of all the school-age
pupils included in the community served by the Bohner School, and
(3) information obtained from the tabulation of data received on the
questionnaire and the personal interviews made in connection with
the study. The secondary materials used, included numerous
selected references on school absences, school laws regarding
absences and other closely related topics.

As a basis for this investigation toward ascertaining the probable
causes of non-attendance &t the Bohner School, Olton, Texas a
questionnaire was prepared and distributed to all the families with
school-age children who recided in the community served by the
Bohner School. In additbn to the questionnaire, an interview check
list was prepared to supplement the information on the questionnaire.
The two instruments were constructed so that any overlapping informa-
tion could be quickly detected and tabulated correctly. In all cases the
respondents were assisted in executing the questionnaires. It was

assumed that assistance would further assure accurate information.



V. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE
THESIS

In Chapter I, attention has been given to the statement of the
problem, significance of the study, definitions of terms used, limita-
tion of the study and techniques used in collecting data. A review
of the literature dealing with school attendance and absences, school
laws regarding absences and other closely related topics is presented
in Chapter II. Included are materials, references, and quotations from
books, periodicals, bulletins, and other sources of information. The
third Chapter contains the analysis and interpretation of data and

Chapter IV, the summary of the study, conclusions and recommenda-
tions.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Prior to 1935, there was very little evidence presented in
educational literature that studies were made to determine the
causes for non-attendance in public schools of this country. An
examination of the Education Index and The Reader's Guide to
Periodical Literature for the period of 19291951 inclusive show
no listings under this heading. Schools and society as a whole seem
to have had little concern for children who, after learning to read,
write and do simple arithmetic, decided not to attend school any
more. It was assumed by those who should have been concerned
that those who chose not to attend school were probably better off
working and sarning a livelihood. The idea of this attitude having
- existed is substantiated by Jones who gives the following statistics:

In 1907, Thorndike calculated that 46 per cent of the
children that began school never reached the seventh grade;

73 per cent never reached the ninth grade; and 92 per cent did

not graduate from high school. In 1928-1929, 19 per cent did

not reach the seventh grade, 26 per cent did not reach the

ninth grade, and 73 per cent did not graduate from high school. !

Immediately after World War II there appeared to have been an
rlncnuod amount of interest in the non-attendance jrablom. In the

" Natioaal Educatinn Journal of December, 1950, Lambert reported

x :
Arthur J. Jones, Principles of Guidance (New York: McGraw-
Hill Book Company, 1m1:‘§.'zrm



on an important study of voluntary withdrawals from the public
schools of West Virginia, The study was significant for a number of
reasons. Technigues used were original, thorough, and successful.
Held under the direction of the State Teachers Association and ¢ower-
ing a three-year period, it was iuto-wide in scope with every school
participating in one or more phases of the outlined plan, 2

The incentive of the study was the disclosure ‘in 1947 of statistics
showiag that out of every one hundred boys and girls who were attend-
ing elementary grades in West Virginia, twenty were permanently
quitting prior to the dm grade; ihiny«»th:« before reaching high
school; approximately one-half before the tenth grade; and fifty-
eight before entering the eleventh grade. Fimally, only thirty-five
out of every one hundred graduated. Statistics also showed that a
high elimination rate was not peculiar to West Virginia, for even in
the state with the best record, 27 per cent failed to finish high school
and fourteen states had lower holding power than West Virginia.

Many findings of the study by lL.ambert were enlightening, Workers
in one country who complled individual case-study reports on ever one
hundred pupils who quit over a two-year period found that only a small
por::cnugo was unable to cope with school work. It was reported frora
two counties that fully 50 per cent of the drcp«;-m had little or no
interest in school work, and from another, that only 9 per cent of
those who left had discipline trouble. Seventy per cent of the families

of withdrawing students were financially able to keep their children in

school. )

- 6:_1:;%0”1 Education Association Journal, 39 (December, 1953),
3&1&4’




Among the pertinent ideas expressed in the report were two
which would appear to be of particular interest to school pupils.
It was found thnt{ﬁo"'o’z"ortmo in conducting the interviews was
of inestimable valn to the teachers who participated. They not
only learned something about important social and economic problems
of the community, but as they listened to first-hand accounts of ill
feeling toward the school, they were able to correct many misunder-
standings and modify much of the accumulated rn‘ontmout and ill will
felt toward the school, 4

. Of considerable interest was the fact that many childrenfailed

to enter high school because of a fear complex built by members of
their families, their friends, or even elementary teachers. The
person who says, "You'd better learn this or you'll fail in high
school", is contributing to the potential elimination of children from
school. ?

Delaney found that, in Chicago alone, during the full four-year
term from 1946 to 1950, of the 17,592 freshmen who entered high

school only 10,415 merited diplomas while 7, 177 students dropped
out - a total of 41 pucut.‘

Ibid.
Ibid,
6-Yoma F. Delaney, " The Vacant High School Seat, " American
School Board Journal, 121 (November, 1950), 22-23.




Pertinent findings included the facts that:

1. ated absence from school is a common symptom of
school leaving.

2. Twenty per cent of the drop-outs left high school during
the freshman year, 40 per cent during the second year,
30 per cent during the third year; and 10 per cent during
the final year.

3. Schools in underprivileged areas reported 73 per cent of
the drop-outs.

4. Only 19 per cent had a fair record of scholarship at the
time of leaving, The others were falling in many or all
subjects.

5. Health records indicated many cases of family vision,
hearing defects and other health factors tending toward
retardation of the drop-outs.

6. T::X-dz per cent of the drop-outs were rated on
m tests as having average or better than average
ability. Some, however, were definitely handicapped,

7. Few of the drop-outs participated in extra-curricular
activities.

8. The number reporting employment as a reason for school
leaving was so small that it was considered negligible.

9. Frequent absence appeared to have had its eginning in the
fourth or {ifth grade of elementary school. ?

Concentration on that vacant high school seat by close checking
of attendance records and early diagnosis of signs of withdrawal are
recommended. Full use of in-service training in modern counseling
methods, cumulative records, and curriculum modifications are
suggested to help keep that vacant seat filled, More effective methods

Ibid.
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~£or having "exit interviews" with the student when he is leaving are
also recommended if proper eomqung is to be done. ®

A comprehensive study of out-of-schoel youth, made in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, revealed that the absence of skills, information and
goals on the part of fourteen and fifteen year old children who had
left school for work was glaringly apparent, with the older children
practically as lu-?prcpnrcd. Many did not know what they wanted nor;
when they did, how to attain it.?

Factors emphasized in this study were considered in having
handicapped the success of these 524 boys and girls in Louisville
were their meager educational backgrounds and their immature,
irresponsible attitudes toward work. Few of them knew what kind of
jobs were available, what they wanted @r could do, or how to get the
available work. As a result the majority accepted idleness and were
not actively looking for & job. When questioned, only 7 per cent of the
524 minors interviewed regarded the school as the primary source of
assistance in their vocational planning. 0

Of the forty-one employers, only seven said they thought it
desirable to hire young people under eighteen. Many stated flatly
that there was no advantage to hiring minors under eighteen except

that they could get them for less pay. Most of the employers thought

81bid., p.24.

9 Miriam Keeler and Caroline E. Legg, Hunting A Career, A Study
of Out-Of-School Youth in Louisville, Kentucky, Bulletin No. 175, T949,
P, IT.

1

Ibid.
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that educational qualifications would be increasingly 1mportant for
most jobs in the future. The opinion prevailed that the bettor educated
youth were the better adjusted youth and that the importance of having
completed a goal mattered greatly when considering an employee. 11

Thirty-one of the forty-one employers found that young people
needed more supervision, and a high proportion stated they needed
on-the-job training more than aduilts. |

In Louisville, it was fond that 46 per cent of the fourteen and
fifteen year old, out-of-school youth were idle; 36 per cent of the
sixteen and seventeen year old group were unemployed; and 21 per
cent of the eighteen and nineteen year old group were without work.

Some dissatisfaction with school itself - courses, teachers, or
discipline -~ was given as the primary reason for the withdrawal of
nearly half of the children from school, Discouragement over their
own lack of progress or lack of ability to adjust was another contri-
buting factor. An additional 184 others gave dissatisfaction with school
as a contributory reason for leaving, thus bringing the total group who
were dissatisfied with school to 293.

Young workers under eighteen were found to be more likely
to get hurt than adult workers. A survey made by the United States
Department of Labor for 1945, showed that tn. the manufacturing
industry as a whole the injury frequency rate v;u one~half times as
high for youth under eighteen as for older workers. 13

Mrid., p. 120,
! xblﬁ.. P 123.
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In the early follow-up study made of 434 school graduates and
non-graduates who had left La Grange, Indiana, High School between
1925 and 1940, Warstler stated that the reasons for leaving school,
listed in order of number of times reported, were: graduation, lack
of interest, marriage, sickness, and inadequate finances. None of
the pupilc who had failed to finish high school reported having taken
any advanced training beyond that which they had received in high
school. Enlightening and significant was their unrealistic attitude
toward their individual occupational goals while in high school.
Apparently the 37 per cent of the girls who wanted to secure employ-
ment in office work were the only ones who either knew their own
‘potentialities or took training for a specific job. Twenty-eight re-
ported receiving employment in this desired area. Other girls who
proved less aware of their opportunities were those who desired to
enter the professions. Only one-fourth of them attained their goal.
Twenty-one of the girls reported as laborers and operators although
none desired this type of employment. About five times as many
boys desired professional work as actually entered it. Thirty-four

of the boys were working as laborers and operators although none had
wished to do so, 3

“A. R. Warstler, " ~Term Follow-up of School Leavers',
Oce@lﬁm. 20 (Jm’y. ”Z" 284-285.



13
Concerning the occupational goals of pupils, Warstler believes:

The general tendency was for individuals to expect too much
in making their occupational plans. Too many were thinking only
in terms of the high positions and failed to receive or ignored
realistic vocational guidance directing them tz jobs that were
available and for which they were qualified, 1%

Acute and applicable today as they were when drawn are the
author's pertinent conclusions.

The need for vocational guidance, placement, and follow-up
is evident, and the school should no longer neglect this responsi-
bility, In order to keep pace with modern'trends and the needs
of the world of work, consideration must constantly be given
to the modification of the curriculum and the addition of courses

- of study. The school should note that its responsibility lies
largely with the 80 per cent who do not receive any additional
scholastic training. A continuous and tactful effort is needed to
guide students to a more realistic thinking about their futuve
occupational status, On the other hand, hasty judgment must
not be passed on any pupil because numerons sxception: were
noted in the comparisens b’gvm scholascic records and later
occupational achievements. o

Concerning early signs of the intentions of the future drop-outs,
Dillon reported a marked degree of increase ln'irnkular attendance
during the junior high sehool days of the drop-outs and again as they -
began high achook It m suggufﬁ that the reduction in the percentage
of attendance is qﬁdm‘_ of lndividm dhgathfacﬂc# and a iz:anuuta~
than of maladkiiutunont, 16 'V '

41014, p. 285,

:: Ibid., p. 285.
Harold J. Dillon, Early School Leavers, {New York: National
Labor Ccmmlﬂtﬁ. 1949)' P. 40,
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Dillon also found:

«++that there is a general decline in scholarship among
early school leavers as they progress from elementary to
junior and senior high school and that the decline in senior
high aehoﬂ as compared with junior high is particularly
‘m.

The research of Dillon revealed that 70 per cent of the more
than thirteen hundred drop-outs studied had failed on the elementary
level. As trouble signs, it was found that irregular attendance and
poor scholarship can be recognized and dealt with through some
program of adjustment.

Another apparent characteristic pattern followed by the early
school leaver is failure to take part in extra-curricular programs.
He is in need of interest stimulus and also in need of a feeling of
belonging, both of which could be developed through active interest
in extra-curricular activities. 18

In addition Dillon has reported:

As might be expected, grade failure was more 'lnqum
among those of limited intelligence. Fifty-eight per cent of
the early school leavers who repeated grades had IQ's below

.95, though there were about 40 per cent of this IQ who

did not repeat any grades. On the other hand, approximately

30 per cent of the grade repeaters had IQ's over 105, 19

As given by themselves as a reflection of their mental and
emotional attitudes toward leaving school, reasons for early withdrawal

reflecting dissatisfaction or difficulty in school occurred 1,948 times
EE approximately 63 per cent of the cases. Financial reasons were given

17 toid. , p. 42.
laMu' P 44,
191bid., p. 46.
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by 26 per cent of the students, and personal reasons by 11 per cent.
Dillon fouad that the most frequent suggestion for the improvement
of the services rendered students by the echools was the availabiliby
of a guidance counselor. Approximately 13 per cent commented on
the need for better teacher-student relationships

In Texas the legislature showed evidence of its concern about
school attendance by passing the following attendance laws:

ARTICLE 2890. Attendance Requirements, -~Every child
in the State who is seven years and not more than sixteen

ears of age shall be u}uirod to attend the public schools
{a the district or its residance, or in some other district to
which it may be transferred as dpnvldod by law, for a period
of not less than one hundred and twenty days. The period of
compulsory school attendance of each school term unless
otherwise authorized by the district school trustees and notice
given by 'such trustees prior, to the beginning of such school
term provided that no ¢ shall be required to attend school
for a fongor period than the maximum term of the public school
in the district where such child resides.

ARTICLE 2893, Exemptions. --The following clasaes of
children are exempt from the requirements of this law:

1. Any child in attendance upon a private or parochial
school which shall include in its course a study of good
citizenship and shall make the English language the bases of
instruction in all subjects.

2. Any child whose bodily o¥ mental condition is such
as to render attendance inadvisable, and who holds definite
certificate of reputable physician specifying this condition
and covering the period of absence.

3. Any child who is blind, deaf, dumb or feeble-rinded,
fer the instruction of whom no adequate provision has beea
made by the school distiict.

4. Any child living more than two and one-hallf miles by
direct and traveled road from the nearest public school sup-
ported for the children of the same race and color af such
child and witk no fee transportation provided.
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Personal observation and experiences support the idea that the

passage of the compulsory attendance law was a tremendous stride
forward in the educational situation in Texas. However, there were
other facets to the problem of non-attendance. It cannot be assumed
that even through strict enforcement of these laws can the problem
of non-attendance be solved. As in the case of Mexican migratory
families, the !amuy_muf make a choice between eating regularly and
sending children who are considered old enough to work or to school.
These laws have not been enforced effectively as will be shown in
the data obtained with regards to non-attendance of the pupils used in
this study.

Many studies have been made concerning the effect of irregular
attendance on the pupil's pa:omu. Some of these are included here
‘as they appear to be pertinent for showing effects of irregular attend-

ance which usually precedes non-attendance,

Hoke in an early study presented data which substantiate the
prevalent idea that regularity of attendance is important for achieve-
ment in school. 2} "The factor which contkibutes most to the failure

of pupils is absence from school. Of the 150 failing grades recorded

20
Texas State Department of Education, Public School Laws h
Sttfe of T.m‘ . l”-l“. 2 2!.* 2

« J, Hoke, ement of Children in the Elementary Grades., U.S.
Bureau of uutwm n, D. C,, Government
s P .

Printing Office,
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for the first semester, absence is a contributing factor in 35 per
cent of the cases!’ a2

The facts that many as 50 percent of non-promoted pupils were
absent over two-fifths of the school term, and that 70 per cent of these
pupils were absent 30 days in half a yezr, in cases studied by Shallow,
give further support to the common sense view that attendance and
successful school work p hand in hand. Though no use is made of
accurate measures, and though there are no elaborate analyses of
findings, the evidence presented is worthy of consideration as a check
upon the more recent and the more scientifically executed studies. 23

Lund made a comparison of attendance and retardation in the schools
of Benson County, North Dakota. He found that in the eight year period
following 1908 - 1909, pupils improved in both percentage of attendance
and in a lesser degree of retardation. The gain is quite positive and as
accurately stated as the nature of the measures used will permit. The
results of this investigation lead the author to say, "The relation of
promotion to attendance is close and constant. " 24

22 Ibid. v P 950

3 Edward B, Shallow, "Does Strict Enforcement of the Compulsory
Education Law Assist Teachers and Supervisors in Their Work?"
National Education Association, Proce + Vol. 54, pp. 1094-1099.
Wazshluton. D. C.; National Edical ociation, 19!2?

Alice Henryetta Lund, "A Study of Attendance in the Elementary
Schools of Benson County, North Dakota," Abstract of unpublished
Master's thesis, Department of Education, University of Chicago, 1918, p. 8.
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Abbott and Breckenridge personally investigated 1, 158 cases of
non-attendance in the Chicago Schools. Their study revealed that
many withdrawals are first discovered as habitual absentees, The
following is a summary of their findings: Out of 607 boys and 522 girls,
the reasons given for absence showed sickness as the chief reason and
work at home, lack of ¢lothing and truancy as the mmain others. The
reasons given above were cited by 46 per cent, 9 per cent, 8 per cent
and 7 per cent, respectively. Other reasons were cited by only one or
two out of the group and were not deemed significant, 25
o Detepsents conclusions do:not quite agree with the Chicago study
in regard to non-attendance. Basically, however, his findings differ
very little from them, Peterson's reasons for absences are broad
otatc.ﬁ:“&ita and are not found on the child's execuse when brought from
home, Peterson's cm.uu for non-attendance are: '

’ 1. lllness - pupil or member of family
2. Dissatisfaction with the school program
‘, 3. Dislike of individual teacher
4. Death in the immediate family
5. Inadequate family income - requiring pupil to work’
6. Broken homes
7. Slow progress in school
8. Undesirable companions 26

"~ Z324ith Abbott and Sophonisba Breckenridge, Trusncy and Noa-

Attendance in the Chicago Schools, (Chicago: Uni Cc

szu. 1916), pp. lzl-ﬁ?. e e T "
Raymond Peterson, "Administration of Attendance, " Bulletin of the

National Association of Secondary School Principals, (ApfIl; 1985} —

. - .
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Miller in his study of absentees found that the lack of good health
causes the greatest number of absences. To this effect, statements
made by parents asto causes of pupil’'s absences were obtained.
Iliness was classified under the following headings: colds, measles,
chicken pox, headaches, natural or severe menstruation pains,
pneumonia, sick (when the cause of illnass was not known), sickness
in the home, fever, appendicitus, dental work, scarlet fever, injuries,
sore eyes, sick stomach, "flu" and other ulnus.?‘?
Cunningham, in connection with an overall health program in the
Waco, Texas, schools investigated causes of absences in relation to
socio-economic status by obtaining statemerty on reasons for absence
from parents. She attempted to determine etonomic status by the use
of a questionnaire. 5
The social factors in connection with non-attendance were investi-
gated by Sullenger. This was done by checking the Social Service
Exchange in the City of Omaha, Nebraska, to determine if families
of non-attending children were registered and had receivéd material
aid. He also associated truancy with the mental status of the child by

studying the findings of the school psychologist. 27

27 ' L
Homer Lee Miller, "An Analysis of Causes of Absence from School, "
H m‘\.lgt‘ﬁa Thesis, The University of Texas, Austin, Texas,
Margaret R. Cunningham, A Study of Causes of Absence in Relation to
Socio~Economic Status (Austin: Unpublished Master's Thesis, The Universi-
ty of Texas, 1940), p. 110,

29T, E. Sullenger, "Some Social Factors in School Attendance, "School
and Society, Vol. 41 (February 16, 1935), pp.238-40,
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Heck pointed out that several authors have considered the signifi-
cance of social problems as causes for non-attendance. Typical social
"ecauses' found for non-attendance were:

1. Parental neglect or home conditions

2. Type of people that make up the population
3. Type of school :

4. Non-cooperation of parents

5. Kind of legislation

6. Enforcementof attendance legislation

7. Efficiency of attendance service. 30

Scott found that in Norview High School, Novfolk, Virginia, the
greatest number of pupils left school in September and January. Two-~
thirds of those leaving in January had failed one or more subjects.

The number of freshmen leaving iniSeptember 1949 as compared with
the number in 1942 was reduced by one-third through puisoul comuu;u. 31

Harrower advocated the idez that adjusting the curriculum content
and method to individual needs by ability grouping in a differential
program, as a means of solving the drop-out problem in Hornell, New
York3? She further implied that good guidance and adequate testing
should precede the grouping. Homerooms should be placed on an equal

30Arch 0, Heck, "School Atendance”, Review of Educational R -
Vol & Thpeit, 1938), ppis1ogs, o v oo osations] Rasessch,
a “The Convention in Brief", © Vol. 28
(May, 1950), p. 536, + Qecupations, Vol. 28,

32 Jan Harrower, "The Convention in Brief" Oeccupati Vol. 2
{May, 1950), p. 536. » Occupations, Vol. 28
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basis, and some subjects--general shop, art, music~~should be opened
to all. The work of the slow group should be made just as challenging
as the work for the academic group and not just, "busy work".

Pollock draws the conclusion that a majority of America's high
schools are falling down because their courses are out of step with
the times. He thinks that an out-dated emphasis on academic subjects
and whits-sollas job triintag boves students without halping them, As
one solution to'the drop-out problem, a planned program has been
developed by the Life Adjustment Education Commission. Poliock in
his article quotes Hull of the Division of Secondary Education, United
States Office of Education. Hull describes this program as being
neither college preparatory nor vocational education, but as a combina-
ton of the best festures of botn, "It supplements the usual formal high
school courses with training and guidance which help your child live a
fuller, happier, better rounded life33

In many cases a broken home is the general mﬁmtci poor
attendance, truancy, poor gradss or drop-outs, according to Hicker.
The early school leaver, by all evidence, comes from homes which are
typical for all youths fourteen to seventeen years of age in the United
States. 3¢

33
Jack Harrison Po "Why Kids Quit School, " This Week
Magazine (August 14, 194:;‘ pp. 4-5,9. TN i,

y Hecker, "Early School Leavers", Education
Vol. 19 (“):ny. 1954 .”.5.1'. v 2SNt Rigeth
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Deering substantiates this atatementin that he emphasized the

idea that the values and appreciation of education must be developed
in the home, whether it is a closely knit family or a so-called broken
home. A concomitant result of this development would be regular and
consistent school attendance, Whenever educational values are set
out as desirable goals--goals that can be attained in a pleasurable
manner and that offer a sense of accomplishment«-<then specific factor
of school attendance assumes its proper place as giving matisfaction
to one's self and to others,>®

Mmmﬁd%wusiwdacmhm attitude and
philosophy of all staff members in relationship to drop-outs from
school by placing them on special study committees to investigate
the problems. These staff mmbu_i should then be allowed to plan a
corrective program. 36 ’

Hecker further implies in his study of early school leavers in
secondary schools of Kentucky that there was no evidence of many
pupils whe withdrew from school prior to graduation and had :
experienced frequent grade failures and retention in the elementary
school, The data presermed in the study also emphasized the regression
in scholarship evidenced by early achool leavers as they progress from
elementary to junior and then to senior Ngh.-"

E.P, Dee "The Effect of Environmental Factors on School
Attendance", raia Journal of Elementary Education, Vol. 22
%y'mn”“"'ioa.' N P Sians '8 atlnany

" m 'l " .
(u.y. 1950), 537. e Dsep T

7!{“‘.’ gzocuo. ”. 5"7.
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SUMMARY

it was found that there have been studies made which are in agree-
ment and which substantiate that attendance is a very important factor
in school achievement. There are few studies, however, concerning
the lm!ivldul himself and the causes and results of his non-attendance.
The problem incident to drop-outs is recognized for its seriousness, '
and that in spite of the fact that studies have been made and are no
doubt still being made, the attendance problem is yet unsolved. The
schools will be able to do something to interest boys and girls enough
to want them to stay, but there is little they can do about altering the
students' financial shortcomings.

Abgences due to broken homes can take on a disguise such as need
to work, need to stay ho;u with younger children or illness (emotional
upset). Frequent absence is sometimes followed by a withdrawal,
therefore, withdrawals were included in this study. The problems of
drop-outs and of habitual absentees have much in common.



CHAPTER Il1
ANALYSIS A’!’P_!NTERPRETAT!O!‘ OF DATA

Proced Employed in Making the
: ‘mwym

The sources of data which are analyzed in this chapter are:
(1) School attendance recowds, and (2) tabulation of information
received from questionnaires and personal interviews. The
questionnaire was prepared and answers obtained from fourteen
pupils who had withdrawn from Bohner School and twenty nﬂtm
attending Bohner School. Those pupils now attending Bohner School
who were used as subjects for the investigation have attendance records
which show m to be irregular attenders.

Comuonumm given to the following factors in the construction
of the questionnaire in order that the validity of the questionnaire might
be improved.

1, An att.‘n\npt was made to avoid ambiguity.

2, The questions were phrased so as to avoid any measure

of suggestion, _
3. Questions which were noi reasonable and contrete were
eliminated.

4. An attempt was made to adapt the questions to the type of

respondents, i.e. Bohner School pupils.

Parts of the questionnaire were asked orally, but the check list of
reasons for withdrawal and other questions invelving the child's emotion-
al reactions rather than’ factual material were answered in writing by the
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child, An effort was made throughout the interview to establish
rapport with the interviewed child and to enlist his assistance in
finding a solution to the problems involved in dropping out of school
or hbdn; habitually absert. The interview was conducted in the
home of the child where the htorvh'.cr made mental notes that could
be used later to supplemant and verify the oral and written information
which had been secured. |

The procedures used in making an analysis of the data received
from questionnaires and personal interviews with the thirty-four
subjects are asummarized as follows:

1. Before the tabulation was begun, the tables for the
summarization of the data were drawn up.

2. A preliminary tabulation of the data from ten questionnaires
was made to ascertain whether these included responses
which would warrant significant conclusions.

3. The data from the remaining questionnaires were tabulated
by hand.

4. The tabulation of data from each questionnaire was checked
carefully for possible mathematical errors.

5. Percentages and totals required by the tables were obtained.

6. Interpretation of the findings was made, and a list of recom-
mendations based on these findings was made. '
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Analysis and Interpretation

The data are presented under the following headings:
(1) School Attendance Records of Drop-Outs and Irregular Atenders,
(2) Scholastic Records and Intelligence Quotients, (3) Grades and Ages
of Boys and Girls at Withdrawal, (4) Occupational and Family Status of
Parents of Drop-Outs and Irregular Atenders, (5) School Grade
Completed by Parents of Withdrawing Children and Irregular Attenders,
(6) Number of Siblings and Place of Drop-Outs and Irregular Attenders
in the Family, (7) Grades at Which Siblings of Drop-Outs Withdrew from
School, (8) Reasons Given for Withdrawal and Irregular Attendance,
(9) Parental Attitude Toward Withdrawal and Irregular Attendance,
{10) Personal Attitude of Withdrawing Students Toward Schooi. and
(11) Work Experience of Drop-Outs, !

School Attendance Records
The attendance records of Bohner School for the school years
1952-53, 1953-54, 1954-55, 1955-56, 1956-57 were examined in order
to secure information about the drop-outs. An analysis of the enroll-
ment and attendance for the school years 1952-1957 was made, A
summary of the enrollment and attendance is given in Table I.
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TABLE 1

ANALYSIS OF THE ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE
FOR THE SCHOOL. YEARS, 1952.57

. M A"'.&’.; y -l ?&:ﬂ Withdvawal
1952.53 64 11198 1220 12418 20 31,2
1953-54 99 12794 3002 15796 30 25
1954-55 159 15263 3133 18396 52 32,7
1955-56 121 11912 1782 13694 39 52,2
195657 123 12613 1618 14231 44 35,8
185 32,9

Totals = 566 62780 10755 73535

A total of 185 pupils withdrew during the five year period 1952-57.

Of this number 171 could not be héa’tod. Therefore, the fourteen who
were available for interview were used for the investigation.

An examination of the individual attendance records of the fourteen
drop-outs revealed that in all cases these pupils had been habitually
absent before the final withdrawal. Therefore, the questionnaire was
filled out by twenty pupils who have records showing habitual absenteeism.
The section which asked for reasons for withdrawal was changed for the
absentees to one which ubd for reasons ior absences. It may be noted
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on the summary of school attendance that the absences of the twenty
pupils used for the investigation accounted for a decrease in the
average daily attendance. This always has an effect on the budgetary
considerations for the school.

Scholastic Records and Intelligence Quotients

Examination of school records showed that the 1. Q. of the drop-
outs and irregular attenders ranged from 103 to 50. Among the drop-l
outs, six had L. Q. 's below 70; three had I.Q's between 70-80, There
were no drop-outs with an 1. Q, above 90 and the other five had L0, 's
ranging from 82-90.

The implications from the above tabulations indicate that if the
testing results of the intelligence tests administered are valid, the
majority of the pupils who have dropped out may be classified as
"retarded" and would need a program of special education to meet
their needs.

" Among the irregular attenders, ten had 1. Q.'s below 70, and nine
had 1. Q. 's between 70 and 80, making a total of nineteen with 1.Q.'s
between 50 and 80. Only one irregular attender had an 1.Q. of 103,
The implications here also would indicate that if the test results can
be considered valid, the majority of those with records of irregulay
attendance may not be receiving the kind of training most feasible for
them. :

The scholastic achievement of the groups Mod is presented in
Table Il. Eight drop-outs had failures in the elementary grades, seven
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had failed after leaving the elementary grades, and six were failing
at the time of withdrawal. Nine pupils who attended irregularly
had no record of failures, eleven had failures in the elementary
school, and eleven had fallures after leaving the elementary school.

TABLE II

SCHOLASTIC RECORD OF FOURTEEN DROP-OUTS
AND TWENTY IRREGULAR ATTENDERS

No. Per No. Per

Drop-Outs Cent Irregular Cent
_ Attenders
No record of failure 6 42.86 9 45
Record with past failures 8 87.1 11 55
Complete failures 1 | 7.1 -
Failing school record upon
withdrawal 6 42,86 -
Passing school record upon
withdrawal 7 50 -
Record of failure after lea

the elementary grades 50 11 55

The result of past failure and poor attendance, together with low
intelligent quotients for some of the pupils were shown clearly in the
pronounced retardation at the time of withdrawal., This retardation
is shown in Table I1I.



TABLE III
GRADES AND AGES OF BOYS AND GIRLS AT

Median age of boys - 18.4
Median age of girls - 18,4

Median grade of boys -~ 8.1
Median grade of girls ~ 8.5

WITHDRAWAL
¥ 4 LK T a”‘.! - 10" T1
Boys Gl¥le Boys UiFls B O B G B G Boys tirls

22
21
20 iy
19 1
Mgy 1 1

17 glonii g '
13 1
Total 1 1 Y oy gy gy
Median kil

Age 15,8 17 18,5 19,7 18 20
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The median age for withdrawal for both boys and girls was 18.4,
while the median grade for boys was 8.1 and the median grade for
girls was 8.5. These figures show a retardation of five years in
school wok. Those who withdrew in the eight and ninth grades showed
the greatest retardation. The median age of the four who withdrew from
the eighth grade was 18.5, with ages of seventeen, eighteen, and twenty-
one.

Dillon found in his study of ot_rly ichcol leavers that 70 per cent
of the students had failed on the elementary school level, three-fourths
had failed on the high grade levels, 32 and only 60 per cent were in
regular attendance during junior high school enrollment. 3? He assumed
that these facts were indicative of vulnerability to early school leaving.
The records of marks, mr attendance, and grade retardation of his
bow as a whole seem to indicate that hem too, they could be used
as symptoms of predicting possible withdrawal from school, Certainly
they are danger signals indicating the presence of maladjustment to the
school situation as it exists for a particular child,

”Dmna. op.cit., p. 46.
”IMG.. P' ’lo
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Occupational and Family Status

The fact that few years of formal education was completed by
the parents is shown in Table IV. The occupations of employed
parents as given by each of the drop-outs and irregular attenders
showed farming as the only occupation of the fathers and domestic
work the only occupation of the mothers. .

TABLE IV

JOBS HELD BY EMPLOYED PARENTS OF DROP-OUTS
AND IRREGULAR ATTENDERS

Type of Job . Number Per Cent
Farmer : | 30 94
Laborer ‘ 2 6
Unemployed mothers 31 R

Employed mothers 3 9

The mothers not employed outside of the home represent 91.2 per
cent of the total group with thirty-one mothers not employed outside of
the home. Only three of 8.8 per cent of the mothers were employed
outside of the home, although three cases indicated that the father was
deceased and the mother employed. The occupations of farming |
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and domestic work require little or no education nor do they require
prolonged periods of preparation.

School g::‘ld: &om .3‘5‘ I;am Withdrawing
Of the twenty-eight families investigated five fathers and eight
mothers withdrew from school at the completion of the third grade,
six fathers and nine mothers at the completion of the lifth, three
fathers at the completion of the seventh. Only five parents of the
twenty-eitht families completed the tenth grade as shown in Table V.

TABLE V

SCHOOL GRADE COMPLETED BY PARENTS OF WITH-
DRAWING CHILDREN AND IRREGULAR ATTENDERS

Grade Withdrawal Irre r Attendance
Mother “Father - r

3 2 4 6 1

4 4 3 5 3

5 4 3 4 8

6 3 1 2 2

7 0 1 0 5

0 3 0 1 1
16 12 18 20

~ These examples of occupation and little training, while testifying
to lack of initiative and amum are not conclusive enough to predict

trends, but a picutre of an uninspiring home emergeu in many instances
as data are reviewed, |
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In Table VI, the family status of both groups of pupils showed
that the greatest per cent lived with both parents.

TABLE VI

FAMILY STATUS OF WITHDRAWING STUDENTS
-~ AND IRREGULAR ATTENDERS

Status Number Per Number Per

Drop-Outs Cent Irregular  Cent
' Attenders
Living with both parents 7 50 17 85
Living with one parent 2 14.28 3 15
Married and living with
husband 4 28.57 0 .0

Other relatives 1 7.14 g 0

There were four girls who were married and lived with their
husbands; twenty~four lived with both parents; one with a relative
other than a pareat. The two who livéd with one parent did so
because the other parent was deceased. Therefore, Wrdken homes

were not a factor in non-attendancc or irregular attendance in the
Bohner School.
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Place of Drop-Outs and Irregular Attenders
in Family
Table VII shows the Place of Drop-Outs and Irregular Attenders

in 'thc Family, Fifteen of the families of the thirty-four pupils
studied were large with an average of eleven. Thirteen were the
eldest children, five were middle children and several had younger
brothers and sisters at home, The mean number of children per
family is no indication of the probability of early withdrawal, nor
does it seem to indicate probability of irregular attendance.

TABLE VII

PLACE OF DROP-OUT AND IRREGULAR
ATTENDER IN FAMILY

Place in Family Drop-out Number Irregular Attender
First ol 5
Second 3 4
Third 1 5
Fourth 2 3
Fifth f - 1
Sixth - 1
Seventh - 1
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Tables VIII and IX show fourteen drop-outs studied had a total
of ninety-one brothers and sisters of whom fourteen were out of
school and seventy-seven either still in school or too young to
attend. Table IX shows that of the fourteea out of school only
two completed the tenth grade. The mean grade for withdrawal from
school for these siblings was 8, 1.-‘ This is only .2 hﬁ than that of
the drop-outs which was 8. 3,

TABLE VI
NUMBER OF SIBLINGS OF DROP-QUTS

Number of Siblings Number of Drop-Outs

One -
Two ; 3
Four
Five
Six

Seven
Nine
Fifteen

- W W N N
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TABLE IX
GRADES AT WHICH SIBLINGS WITHDREW FROM SCHOOL

Grade at Withdrawal Number

4 2
7 1
8 4
9 4
10 1
11 ' 2

Reasons Given for Withdrawing From
School

Students who had withdrawn from school were asked to in-
dicate the reason for withdrawal in the order of their importance.
Three levels could have been checked for exch reason given on
the check list as being the most vital, vital or least vital. Table

X shows the tatim given to each of the items on the check list
by the fourteen drop-outs.
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TABLE X
REASONS GIVEN FOR WITHDRAWING FROM
SCHOOL
er
Reason Most Vital Vital
Bored 85.71 14.29 0
Low grades 71.42 21.42 7.14
Family in need of financial
help 78.57 14.29 7.14
Parents wanted child to stop 85,71 7.14 7.14
No friends in school 14,29 21.42 64.29
No time to study 42,86 50.00 7.14
Unhappy , 14.29 21.42 64.29

It is obvious that boredom is regarded by the largest number
of drop-outs as being the most vital reasm for leaving school, How-
ever low grades ud the family's need of financial help seem nearly
as vital. The influence of parents on withdrawal was checked also
twelve times as being most vital as a reason for withdrawal. Reasons
for withdrawal considered as being least vital on the list were: no
friends in school, no time to study, and unhappy at home.
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The implication of boredom by twelve out of ourteen drop-outs
cannot be overlooked by those responsible for shaping the curriculum
offered to these children, nor can the influence of low grades be over-
looked. It would appear that these two factors may have relationship
which requires an evaluation of the curricdum.

The implication of the lack of interest on the part of the parents
also appears to require real consideration. The !smuy‘; need for
financial help may bo as valid need in some cases, but the fact that
many parents of these fourteen drop«.m do not put t!u: right value
on school attendance might imply a need for comonng'ud guidance
being made available for the parents.

Parental Attitude Toward Withdrawal
Parental attitudes, of course, influenced several of the drop-
outs to withdraw from school. However, reactions noted during
the personal interview appear to suggest that if the pupil's attitude
toward school had been more pleasant a larger number of parents
would have objected to their vr!thd.uval as shown in Table XI.

TABLE XI
PARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARD WITHDRAWAL

Attitude ; Number Perxr Cent
Parents wanted child to stop 8 - 8115
Parents neither objected nor encouraged 4 28.57

Parents objected to withdrawal 2 14,28
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Eight parents wanted the child to withdraw, four parents
neither objected nor encouraged,and two parents objected to the
withdrawal, !

It seems that many parents are prone to follow the line of
least resistance. As a whole this seemed to be the case with the
majority of children interviewed. They had painted a picture of
dissatisfaction with school and in some cases parents were trying
to satisfy the children, because they had no special interest in the
school anyway.

Personal Attitude of Withdrawing Studcuu
Toward School

It appeared evident that after withdrawal, some of the drop-
outs had a feeling of inadequacy when nine parents of drop-outs
answered "yes" to the question '‘Do you want your children to have
more schooling than you have?" Nine drop-outs are as happy out as
in; two are not as happy out as in; one was not completely happy out;
and two had no.comment to make. Table XII shows that 64,29 per
cent still have son_uvlnt negative attitude toward school.
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TABLE XII
PERSONAL ATTITUDE OF WITHDRAWING STUDENTS
TOWARD SCHOOL

Attitude Number Per Cent
Ag happy out as in 9 64.29
Not as happy out as in 2 14.29
Not happy all the time out 1 7.14
No comment 2 14.29
Question:

Do you want your children

to have more schooling than

you have?

a, Yes i0 71.43

b. Don't care 1 7.14

¢. Not sure 1 7.14

d. No comment

14,29




Work Experience of Withdrawing Studerts

All but five of the fourteen drop-outs had worked at some job
since leaving Bchool. Due to an unexplained reluctance on the part of
the interviewees to give specific answers to questions concerning their
work experience as to kinds of jobs held and duration of employment, no
conclusions could be drawn uoncerning their success or lace of success.
However, the imerviews gave the impression that the group as a whole
has a very unrealistic view of the world of work and the demands which
will be made upon the individual. It appeared that the school had made
little impression on the drop-outs so far as the preparation necessary
for securing the kinds of employmant mentioned by some as boinz the
life's work th.rxwhﬁod to do.

TABLE XIII
WORK EXPERIENCE OF WITHDRAWING
STUDENTS
Number Per Cent
Have worked at something since 9 64.29
Have not worked at anything ' 4 28,57
Keeping house for husband 1 7.14

The conclusions drawn from the investigation and recommendations
for improving the attendance at Bohner School are given in Chapter IV,



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The purposes of this study were: (1) to explore the philosophy
and factors involved in school attendance, (2) to ascertain the probable
cause of non-attendance in the Bohner School, Olton, Texas, and
(3) to use the findings to make recommendations for possible improve-
ment in attendance. Data were obtained from two sources: the school
attendance records, questionnaires and jnuonl interviews. A total of
fourteen drop-outs and twenty {rregular attenders were used as the
subjects for the investigation.

While the total of thirty-four cases studied is an insufficient
number to establish trends that are of value statistically; certain
patterns are fairly distinct.

CONCLUSIONS

1. The majority of the drop-outs had difficulty in school
because of their inability to cope with the subject
matter. This could be due to retardation.

2. Parents of the drop-outs have very little interest
in the education of their children, probably because the
parents had very little training and ambition,

3. Because of the difficulty of keeping up with regular class
work, the drop-outs accrued failures and became bored
with school.
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5.

6.

1.

2.

3.

4.

No indication of pride, appreciation, or loyalty to the
school was shown by the drop-outs.

Irregular attendance seems to lead in the majority of
cases to withdrawal,

The drop-outs have not made 2 satisfactory adjustment
since withdrawal.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Early drop-out signs should be recognized and steps taken
to remedy the cause for maladjustment.
The school should make a definite effort through testing,
curriculum adjustment, and special education to meet the
needs of potential drop-outs.
The school should also make a definite effort to obtain
closer rapport with the parents of all of the children and
through counseling help to encourage their cooperation with
attendance.
It is recommended that further study of attendance problems
be made,
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