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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Incorrect speech is generally recognized as an indica~
tion of carelessness, crudeness or even lack of general cule
ture, It is therefore, of tremendous importance that the
individual who expects to be sueccessful in life should avoid
errors in langusge expressions, However, I do not wish to
offer the uses of good grammar as a sure means of success,
but it does enhance one's personality to be able to write
and speak well,

The best English teachers are emphasizing correctness
in oral and written speech, including 'auch details as sen-
tence sense, clear enunciation, verdb forms, paragrephing,
spelling, and punctuation.

To use good grammar does not mean that one must have a
formal knowledge of the language, The major aim of this
survey is to improve the grammar used in composition, ine-
formally, oral, or written. Students may be taught to write
and speak good English without receiving any special ine
struction in formal grammar,

The use of good grammar is as habit forming as poor
usage, The errors in English, which is the basic tool for
all subjects, are far too frequent, The purpose of this
thesis 1s to determine how well these students recognize
these errors on this test,

This entire survey is devoted to a study made of errors



in senior grammar at the Lincoln High School, Dallas, Texas,

The survey is made in the hope of improving these cone
ditions in the English department at Lincoln, Every effort
is made to find out es many of the causes for these condie
tions as possible, PFirst, a check is made on the student to
£ind out how they rate in comparison with students in other
schools. Since it was not possible to make tests in enough
schools to glve a satisfactory conclusion, a reliasble stande
ard test had to be selected for that purposes It was not
possible to give the test to the entire student body or the
entire senior class, A representative number of seniors in
two classes were used to conduct this survey, sixty to be
exact, The supervisor deemed this necessary.

The Cross English test was selected by the supervisor,
as it was accepted by the Dallas Board of Education as a re=-
liable test. The Cross English test proved most satisfac~
tory, as 1t dealt with the more common errors of gremmer,

This study will tell how these classes were organized,
supervised, the method used in teaching, and edministering
the teat, After the explanation of the frequency item in
each test, the actusl material used to improve the stue-
dent's ability is given., This material was taken from the
daily leason plen used during the survey.

There were many problems revealed as a results of the
toat. The blame could not be placed on any particular group,
The problem involved the students, teachers, supervisors,
end the administration., Nothing 1s perfect, but there is
always room for improvement, The summary gives in detail



these problems affecting tho students, teachers, supervisors,
end the administration, The concluding chepter gives my
humble suggestions for what I think to be a partial solution
for this problem in the hope of promting a better usage of
grammar,



CHAPTER II

THE TEST

Before any conatx-uotﬁo work can be done, there must be
a definite purpose in view, Chapter two gives a full outline
of the purpose and nature of the test, The test deals prie
marily with errors commonly made in oral and written compo=~
sition,

A great deal depends upon the type of test given, It
mst be reliable, as it is to be a basis for classifying the
students, The test serves as a guide in pointing out poor,
average, and superior students,

The same test may be given again over a period of time,
to see how well the students have mastered the subject mate-
rial, or how successful your method of teaching has been,

Directions for administering, scoring, and recording the
results are also given. The test can be and was given in the
period of time alotted. However, directions must be care-
fully studied and fully explained to the students before the
test begins to avold misunderstanding and the waste of time,

I. The Purpose of the Test
A, The Cross English Test is designed primarily for
high school seniors end college freshmen,

1. To measure their ability to use the correct
grammatical form of English, end acceptable
sentence structure in speaking and writing,

2+ Glves the instructor a more sccurate sciene



4,

5
tific measurement of the student's ability,
The student is subjected to a standardiged
test in the subject.

The test 1s not intended to take the place

- of judgment, but to aid in this judgment,

Se

To furnish an objective impartial measure~
ment,

Not subjected to so-called personal factors
in judgment,

II, Nature of the Test
Aes The Cross English Test is published in three simie
lar and equivalent forms: Form A, Form B, and
Form C. '

1.

2e

The test covers the use of the expressions
commonly used in speaking in writing,
It mekes no attempt to test the student's
Imowledge of authors and pleces of litera-
ture,
Presents no exercise on paragraph writing,
The test is not designed to deal with the
most technicel forms of rhetoric,
Its field is the sentence, the fundamental
unit of composition,end conversation,
Special attention has been given to the "key"
errors in

(a) verb forms

- {b) person
(¢) spelling



(d) pronunciation
(e) punofuation |
(f) sentence structure
(g) pronouns
7+ The test 1s made up from ectual material
presented by students from a cross sece
tion of the country.
84 No controversial words in spelling or
pronunciation are given.
9+ Only common and typleel errors are fully
represented in each of the three forms
of the test, !

III, Stendardigzation
The test in various preliminary forms has been used
by the author for the past eight years as an exemption
teat for college freshmen, High school graduates come
ing into college who wished to be excused from taking
the required elementary courses in English composition
were given tests especlally designed for these groups,
These were kept in mimeographed form and finally the
best items of all test were combined into two printed
forms which were used for three years,
IV, Diegnosis
A, To compare the abllity of a student in English
with that of the other members of the class,
Bs To enable the teacher to find out the students
that need help most.



Cs Points out the particular weakness of each.

Ds Helps in gilving individual instruction and supere
vised study.

Es lLesson plans cean be more effectively prepared since
the teacher knows to some degree which era her
students are weakest,

V. Classification

As, A wide range of ability between the best and poorest
members of the class encourages laxity and idleness
on the part of the best pupils,

l. The slow pupils are quick to feel that their
efforts are useless,

2, The students, if possible, should be divided
into groups which are epproximately homo=-
geneous in ability.

3+ They may be divided into three groupst

(a) excellent
(b) averege
(¢) below average
Bs When the abilities of the students are approxi-
mately the same, competition is keener, and in-
struction is easier,

1. The student's progress at approximately the
same rate, .

2+ Superior students are not held back,

3. Students in the slow group may take more
time to do their work thoroughly to meke the
Passable average grade.



VI. Measurement of Progress

A

An eccurate measure of the ability of students
of a class by one form of e test at the begine
ning of the semester or year, and the other two
forms given at equal periods, !
1, This helps to measure the student's rela-
tive progreas.
2+ Measures the teacher's method of instruc-
tion,

VII. Direction for Administering

A
B,

Ce

De

E,

Fe

G

0

I.

I

Pass out the test booklets,

711l out the blank in the upper part of the
first page (ask questions 1f necessary).
When finished, welt for further instruction,

Do not open or turn over the booklet.
Forty-five minutes are allowed for the test,

Do not hurry,

Pirst go through the test rapidly, checking all
the items you are sure of,

Go back over it using the remainder of the time
upon items that you need to think over.,

Each part of the test is preceded by directioms
with examples telling exactly how to smswer the
queatlomé 5

Let all marks be definite so there will be no
mistaking your answer,

Stop when you are asked to end pass your test in



at once.
VIII, Directions for Scoring

As A key containing the right answer 1s furnished
with each package test booklets, They key is
arranged so that the correct amnswer to each
column may be brought edjecent to the response.
The key may be slightly different from the
usual method in Part IV, These rules will be
of great aid:

1, Draw a colored line diegonally through
error and one et the beginning of the
sentence,

2+ Errors in punctuation mey be identified
by & eross mark,

IX. Recording Scores
Recording scores and the percentile greph will be
shown and explained in tables and graphs shown in the
thesis as they appear,
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CHAPTER III

PROCEDURE OF THE TEST

The method in which the preparations for laying the
groundwork of the teat 1s stated fully. A brief account of
the procedure in getting permission to make the survey is
given, The selection of the test was made by the supervisor
who set the date and time it was to be administered,

The entire rules end reguletions for English Eight as
laid down by the Dellas Board of Education is printed in
full, to give some idea of whet the ccurse 1s about, and
what is expected to be accomplished, Some time 1s allowed
for the study of grammar, if the students are constantly
meking unnecessary errors in oral and written work.

All students in the entire high school system are ex-
pected to cover the minimum requirements in the course of
study.

A description of the English department meeting before
the opening of school gives a oloa;' picture of how little
the English teachers at Lincoln High School, have to do with
the making of the course of study they are expected to fole
lows The course of study is made without any consideration
of their problems in teaching English,

After careful consideration of the most helpful cone
tribution that conld be made to our school, I chose the prob-
lem of "Errors in Senior Grammar at the Lincoln High School,
Dallas, Texas.," Receiving the permission and advice of my
ma jor professor and committee chairmen, I wrote the princi-



11
pel requesting that I may teach in the English department to
make this study, Permission was granted, but I was to fol~-
low the rules and objectives as laid down by the Dallas
Board of Education. No radical, revolutionary, or otherwise
methods were to be presented until they were submitted to
the head of the department and the supervisor, as these stue
dents were expected to do only work required necessery to
meet the standards set by the Board of Education. Any addie
tional work would in no way affect their grades or intere
fere with their graduation,

The first test® Form A was given September 17, 1946,
the second test,Form B, December 18, 1946, and the third
test, Form C, January 20, 1947,

Sixty students from the senior class (4 A's two classes)
were permitted to be subjected to the test as the supervisor
and the head of the English department deemed the number
necessary to carry on the survey.

The students were not selected on any quality other
then they were senlors, ranging from the ages of 1521, in=
cluding former students from the elementary schools in that
district and two veterans,

Rules and Regulations for English Eight
(Senior English)

The following material was taken from the Junior-Senior

‘Cross, E« A, Cross English Test, World Book Compeny,
Dallas, Texas, 1936,
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High School Course of Study in English® for English Eight,
in order that one will better understand what is to be taught
in the course., It is largely a course in English Literature,

English Eight

Textbooks and Other Alds
For the Students
A, Tammer~Platt: My English Book Four (furnished
by the state), A R
B. Woolley-Scott=Tressler: High School Hsndbook
of Composition (bought by the student),
For the Teacher v . ’ A
' A. Deugherty: Hendbook of Theme Writing
B. Schmitz: Preparing the Research Paper
C. Hatfield,et 2l: An Experience Curriculum

D. Jasperson: Essentials of English CGrammar
E. Davis, Fessett, et sl: Direct Commnication

Specific Achievement

Since English Eight is primerily a course in literature,
the texts in grammer-composition listed above are to be used
for reference (according to the needs of the student) in the
matter of spelling, functional grammar, composition, and
vocabulary bullding. It is obvious that such work should be
done in connection with the writing end revision of themes

*Junior-Senior High School Course of Study in English, -
Dallas Public Schools, Dallas, Texas, September, 1943,p. 120,
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end in the correction of test papers, Should a class reveal
serious ignorance of the principles of writing, en extensive
study of certain sections of the text should be exacteds

Department Meetings

At the beginning of the semester all teachers in the
English Department were called together by the supervisor and
the head of the department to discuss and analyze the pure
poses and objects that had been made out for that department
before the close of the previous school year,

The objective, selection of textbook, supplementary
materials, bibliography for teachers and students, sugges~
tions for units end methods of teaching were made out by
representative members of the English department of the sixe
teen junior end senior high schools (white), The material
is complled and used as a Course of Study, best suited for
the needs of the Dallas public junior and senior high schools
(white), However the supervisor acts as chairmen of the come
mittee and presents these proposals to the Superintendent anmd
Board of Educatlon for acceptance or rejection,

The non-white teachers were not or did not take part in
the building of the course of studyj; therefore, it would ap~
pear that the non-white students would more than likely sufe
for from this currieculum, Apparently no thought was given to
his particular situation or enviromment yet he mmst be taught
in the same manner,

All teachers are required to complete the minimum ree
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quirements as set up in the course of study. This method is
practiced to enable students moving from one district to
another to, in some measure, keep up with his class,

The greatest problem of the non-white teachers is to
bring their students up to the standards set for whites., The
white and nonewhite students are widely separated in their
environmental background, customs, and ideals, Their traine
ing is different, The white schools, homes, and churches on
" a whole are far superior to the non-white, Scholastic fig-
ures prove that more money per capita is spent for the traine
ing of white students than for none-white, No figures should
be necessary to show that their homes, churches, and comm=
nity life are superior,

This does not mean that the none-whites are inferior in
their ability to learn but their environmental conditions are
not the same, Their teachers are not as professionally
chosen as the whites, All teachers in the white schools are
required at some time in their college training to devote
some time to teacher training in their respective field, One
teachers college is provided by the state for non-white
teachers, The non-white teachers are trained in the technie
eal aspect of their major subjects, but until recently, the
practice teachér method was used with the assigned teacher
acting as the supervisor. I believe a college devoted to
Teacher training would bring sbout betier teachsrs in the
future., This condition will be helped as English majors are
required to take methods of teaching English,

First of ell, (1) all teachers should be called in to
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make up the course of study, whites and nonewhites; (2) a
more careful selection of the non~white teachers, Only 50
per cent of the teachers were English majors, The head of
the English department holds » masters degree in sociology.
{(3) BEvery effort should be mede by all educators to see
that some type of teacher treining college should be proe
vided by the state for non-white teachers or esdmit the none
white students to the white teachers' collegess The sbove
statements are offered as suggestions,
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CHAPTER IV

TABULATION OF ORIGINAL SCORE

The original score of each student is tabulated to
show the results of each teat telon by that student, The
names of the students are arranged alphabetically and nume 4
bered, one, two, three, ete,

Sex, end age are recorded to see if there might be some
difference in the ability of the student according to sex
end age. The difference in the achievement of students ae=
cording to sex and age was so slight that no teble was made
to show that difference, :

Tabulation of the scores shows the achlevement of each
student on test one, Form A, test two, Form B, and test
three, Form C, All students did not show any progress as
was expected, Higher scores were made in some instances by
students on test Form B, There were some students vhose
scores remained about the samej they were either absent too
many timéa or show a limited capacity to leern., In most
cases where students'! scores were nearly the same, the
scores were relatively low,
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TABULATION OF ORIGINAL SCORES

Cross English Test

Class Record

0legg = = = » « =« =« =« =« =« =« « PFirst Test
F”omuo'éa Date

Exeminer <« = = = « =« = =« =« =« Second Test
Torm used ~Date

SChOOL = = = = = we =« =« = =« =« Thind Test
Fomuaa ﬁ;o

City end State - = =« = « « «- &

NOTE: The test is tabulated in alphabetical arr -
ment, and numbe are substituted for names. All students
are seniors (44).

Torm B
(2) Total Form C

Number Sex 4Age (1) Total Score Score (3) Total Seore
1 P 16 118 120 5 150
2 F 17 116 125 134
3 M 17 104 133 147
& M 7 132 139 159
5 F 16 120 127 134
6 P i8 124 123 126
7 M 17 114 i21 128
8 M 20 64, o4 114
9 M 16 112 123 131
10 F 16 04 113 119
11 P 18 138 128 116
i2 M 17 117 115 129
13 u 16 113 142 156
i4 F 17 100 129 146
15 P 17 o1 114 129
16 P 17 107 144 137
7 F 16 lo2 113 115
ig F 17 56 — 88 115
) 4 i8 137 143 139
20 M 16 126 134 144
21 P 7 101 102 113
22 P 6 133 143 148
23 r 7 129 151 148



18

TABULATION OF ORIGINAL SCORES (CONTINUED)

rm B
Form A (ng'rotal Form 0 -
Number Sex Age (1) Total Score Score (3) Total Score
24 ¥ 18 108 119 122
25 M 17 106 118 131
26 bS 16 89 85 22 |
27 F 16 118 121
28 P 16 122 126 130
20 P 18 183 135 142
30 F 17 116 110 121
31 F 16 106 123 125
32 F 16 118 126 i21
33 F 4 4 116 102 142
34 F 17 120 120 157
35 F 17 110 108 122
36 F 16 117 148 157
37 P 18 80 109 109
38 M 19 119 122 132
39 F 16 110 107 115
40 F 16 125 129 133
41 i 18 123 125 13
42 P 16 118 31 139
43 i 17 93 02 § 118
44 F 17 o 109 118
45 F 16 lo2 98 109
46 P 17 100 118 129
49 F 16 109 121 13
48 F 16 127 123 131
49 M 18 113 21 114
50 M 19 76 02 104
51 F 18 136 127 149
52 M 21 21 o7 113
83 F 16 65 103 107
54 P 16 134 140 153
55 F 15 il2 116 123
56 M 16 115 146 124
57 F 18 100 116 123
58 it 17 113 118 129
59 N 16 135 137 140
60 ¥ 20 140 147 158
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Comments on the Tabulation of Original Test

A+ Vhat
1.

2

e

4.

5e

7

84
O

10«

the test shows

The test showed some improvement in ninety-seven per
cent of the students.

Three per cent of the students showed a loss in
achievement.

Four per cent of the students achieved their highe
ost marks on test two, Form B,

Test one, Form A, showed that no real efforts have
been made in English grammar in the lower grades,
Age played no important part in student's achieve-
ment,

The difference in sex achlevement was more nearly
the same percentage,

NOTE: No chart will be made according to age and
sex as it was found that grade avereges showed less
then two and one half per cent difference,

The two classes showed approximately the seme claass
average. |

No student had a perfect paper,

More time should be given English grammar, Test
one, Form A, showed the average level was too far
below the average with students leaving high school
to enter college-~without further training in Enge
1lish grammar,

The test would have been more effective if the major



12,

13,
14,

15

part of the time had been spent teaching fundamene
tals of grammar, :

Students making the lowest averages were asbsent too
meny times, |

Some students test grades, that were more nearly the
same, showed a limited capacity which was relatively
lows

Some students were not sble to follow direction,
Some students were not able to understend the direce
tions and oxamples,

Since no very high grades were made, most of the
students will enter college as average or below

- average students in English grammsr,

16,

17,

Students did not make close observation in the
atructure of the material. .
Adequate thought was not used in meny cases.

Some improvement wes made in the appeavence of the
student's work,



CHAPTER V

THE SURVEY

The survey glves the actusl scope frequency ltems as
tabulated for test Form A, B, and C, The chapter 1s made up
entirely of tables, recommendations, end materials that were
used in the deilly lesson plan, A comparison of the test is
given to show the totel points gained in each successive
item, The greatest frequency items occurred in table II
in test Form A, B, and ¢, Part II, Pronunclation, as little
or no information was given in speech.

The tables contain the total frequency item for the
three tests: No information was given for tables XI and
XII, Idiomatic Expressions and Feulty Expressions as the
meterial in which the test requires is taught in verb forms
and the classification of pronouns, The tebles are given
for the purpose of showing the frequency item and the
achlevement made on each test,

The tebles show the froquency item for test on (1)
Spelling (2) Prommeiation (3) Recognizing a Sentence
(4) Punctuation (85) Verb Forms (6) Pronoun Forms (7)
Idiomatic Expressions (8) Faulty Expressions.



TABLE I

PART ONE SPELLING

Questicon Form A Form B Form O:;Qt_uationrom AForm B €
: i

1 3 24 0 - 17 10 9 12

2 | 17 g % 18 10 8 13

3 0 7 B 19 17 10 10

4 29 9 26 ! 20 31 3 3

5 41 32 Q. " 21 26 15 11

6 3 7 T . 22 16 12 5

4 16 4 7 %" 23 15 7 15

8 7 5 3 I .98 23 25 15

9 28 8 36 25 1l 4 36

10 4 13 12 © 26 0 25 3

11 7 22 g  § 27 17 6 13

12 6 13 7 As 28 14 36 15

13 16 0 iR %% -m il 26 2

14 3 10 § 1t 30 34 0 2

15 25 0 35 31 14 7 3

16 i '8 g :: 32 10 2 3
-y

Total 206 17e 142 :: Total 257 196 161

Points gained 30 32 62 !! Points gained 62 34 906

i
Total Points gained 162

Part I Spelling?

A word list of five hundred words of the most misspelled
words wes given each teacher by the supervisor with instruce
tion to use these words as & guides (1) Twenty words were
assigned each dey in the order in which they appeared on the
lists At the end of the five deys one hundred words were
givens Only a few minutes were devoted to this exercise at

lross, Ceo C : 'y sh Prentiss-Hall
20 s 1946: i“'!MM' s



the beginning of the cleas, _

The words were dlctated to the students, Each stu-
dent exchanged pepers with students in slternate seats and
corrected the same, The papers were then signed by the
student correcting them and passed in to the instructor to
be rechecked anf filed, 13

8ix weeks were allowed to cover the entire list as an
extre week for re-testing, where the class everage on a
whole was lows '

Spelling was not mentioned in the course of study,
This was done with the permission of the superviscr,

One Hundred Spelling Difficulties?®

Words most froquently misﬁelled students
wvho arve just entering college as freshmen

acadeny be deferred naintenance
accept be%ging diuzpoar mischievous
accommodate Dbe uﬂ.% diseipline misspelled
sccurmilete benefit embarrass mscle
across biscult [} te necessary
adviser Britain faseinate nine
:ﬁravate burean fulfill noticeable

right business government occurred
aelways calender gramar opportunity
amateur ceme’ » para:&;l
amo changea evous ast
anggf changing. . &:;l gomlulblo
appearance condng 2F AT S s - plenicking
appropriate compel ho prairie
arctic concelvable irresistible precede
arithmetic conquer %uboru‘bery pre ce
athletic conscience 1%2':431&5 privilege
audience consclentious liferature pursue
auxiliary courteous loneliness recede
barbarous eylinder lose receive

*Dalles Board of Education,

Demons Bulletin No,. 162.
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One Hundred Spelling Difficulties (Continued)

yeooumens o 1 gl e 4 ““ﬁmm
recorme 8 80 ve ce
representative selze superintendent villain
restaurant soeparate surprise whether
ridiculous slege tregedy writing

. TABLE IIX

PART ‘TWO -PRONUNCIATION ' '

Ques= ''Ques-
tion Form A Form B Form G::tion FPorm A Form B Yorm €
-rT
1 38 2 26 It 1y 28 30 18
2 6 27 g5 ' 38 17 27 12
3 G 34 48 ' 19 18 19 20
4 3 35 25 ' 20 16 29 36
5 26 32 19 12 28 29 30
6 26 33 85 1t 25 20 17 34
7 13 39 39 1125 26 27 29
8 33 87 20 tt 24 35 31 43
9 37 21 20 te 25 19 22 17
10 7 49 32 't 26 23 26 8
11 48 %g g8 'Y RY 12 32 17
12 7 a2 't 28 25 40 5
i3 26 28 e tt 29 20 23 o 4
14 42 38 26 ¢ 30 19 22 32
15 15 30 15 3 22 34 31
16 18 34 ‘26 :: 32 ‘31 34 32
:—'";ﬁ
Total 352 519 426 : :Totul 360 431 393
Points gained 157 492 ::Point- gained <71 438

Total points gained <65  '!'Total points gained ' «33

Part Two Pronunciation

Better "thm sixty~seven per cent of the questions asked
on pronmunciation were missed. This is true because no courses



4o Panks Librar,
Pralrie View Univer:ity
Priirie View, Texas

in speech, as such, are offered, Wo materiel i1s offered or
recommended by the supervisor, The one course offered is
devoted to public speaking, line reading for dramatics and
the training of debating teams for scholastic and inter-
scholastic events,

In English two a dictionary drill is preseribed mostly
to help the students find words more quicklys Nothing 1s
sald about phonetic sound, or how to use the key syllables
to ald in the pronunciation of words, The few better type
of dictionaries are placed in the library labeled as refe
erence book, and can be cnly brought from the library over
the dead body of the hawkeeyed 1ibrarien, A few old coples
of Webster's dictionary are placed in the study hall to be
used by the students to find the meaning end spelling of
words,

The students were on their orm in pronunciation,

TABLE IIT
RECOGNIZING A SENTENCE
Group A Frequeney

e e -
Question Form A Form B Form C
1 15 2 17
e 16 4 5
3 4 17 5
4 16 24 17
5 7 18 . 17
6 14 8 (3]
7 33 18 4
8 15 2 10
] 18 10 3
10 13 ¢} 6

Total 131 108 88



Question Form A Fbrm B Form C

Points gained 23 . 20 43
Totel points
geined 43
TABLE IV

GROUP ‘B RECOGNIZING SENTENCES

Question Form A Form B Form C

1 (3 4 10
2 17 18 11
3 29 20 18
2 27 37 32
5 27 22 19
6 45 31 8
Total 189 132 98
Poilnts gained 47 34 8l
Total points
gained
TABIE V

GROUP? € RECOGNIZING SENTENCES

w‘w

Question Form A Form B Form C-
1 4] 21 8
2 29 35 11
3 35 20 5
4 23 31 36
5 16 ' 23 11
6 24 ] 28
7 19 < 16
8 26 2 3




TABLE V (CONTINUED)

—— o b —
tmestion Form A TForm B Form C
Total 213 145 118
Points geined 68 27 ' 956

Total points gained 95

TABLE VI
GROUP D RECOGNIZING SENTENCES

1 21 15 16
2 16 14 38
3 25 18 22
4 35 13 30
5 30 18 16
6 23 20 22
Total 180 98 144
Points gained +22 -48 +36

Total points gained 36




TABLE VII
GROUP E RECOGNIZING SENTENCES

Question Form A Form B Form C
1 19 5 38
2 42 27 S
3 38 42 33
Z 8 2 41
8 17 23 21
6 30 18 18
7 23 13 a7
8 14 22 17
e 39 27 12
10 1l 15 156
Total 241 194 2356
Points gained 46 -4] +5
Totel points ‘gained +5

Table III, IV, V, VI, VII
Part III A, B, C, D, E, Recogniziag a Sentence

Recognizing a sentence was the only part of the Cross
English Test that did not show any great achievement, Form
Ay Porm B, and Form C showed only 20«36 per cent improve=
ment. Sentence structure was the most difficult problem to
teachs The test showed (Form A) that 1ittle or no knowle
edge had been carried over from their previous instruction
in sentence structure. Vari2ih

Drill in sentence structure wes given from the Teache
ers Handbook end exercises from High School English Book
Pours® The drill work consisted of few facts to remember

1Cemly-Opdyeke Gillum chool 1sh Book F
Meemillan Company, New Yor ,%W'



in the study
Exomple:
1.

2

Se

6o
T

of the sentence.

Learn to recognige each part of speech in brief
and simple constructed simple and compound
sentences, ‘

Recognizing the classes of sentences on basis
of use, using the correct end punctuation for
each class,

Recognizing the essential elements of the
simple sentence expressed in matural and
trensposed order, '

Reecognizing the non-essential elements of the
simple sentence,

Recognizing end using complete sentences in
speaking and writing.

Avold sentence fragments,

Avold the run-on sentence,

Sentences were selected from books, newspapers and
magagzines regardless of their structure and were brought
to class for discussion, This proved to be most interesting,

Each student

sought to bring a type of sentence that would

stump the class.



TABLE VIII
PART IV PUNCTUATION

Question Form A Form B PForm C

1 20 22 7

2 41 25 19

3 14 g 27

4 a7 13 12

5 22 20 30

6 18 19 6

7 38 29 6

8 51 16 18

9 34 41 22

10 - 45 23 26

11 23 15 12

12 20 4 20

18 . 27 23 13

14 36 14 16

15 51 17 20"

Total | 4886 201 248
Points gained 195 43

Totel points gained 238

Teble VIII
Part IV Punctuation

Table VIII showed that most errors in punctuation was
due to carelessness, FRules for punctuation was gilven as
follows:®

1, The use of the period after abbreviation.

iwoolley, Edwin C. Hendbook of ition (Revised)
Ds C, Hoathlnd Compeany, * ’ De 104-126,
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NOTE: Abbreviations of government ncles are written withe

o%t periods or space between the letters; OPA, FBI,
eTCs

NOTE: In British practice a period is not always placed

2
Se

4.
Se

G

7

Se

s
10.
il.
i2,
13,
14,

15,

16,

after a more common abbreviation; Mr, Mrs, Dr, etc.
Colon before the enumeration of items,
Colon before formal and informal quotations or long
quotations,
Colen after the salubtation in a business letter,
Double quotation marks to enclose actuel words of
speaker or writerj single merks to indicate a quotation
within & quotation.
Quotation marks to enclose title of books, poems, ese
says, short stories, articles, mmsical compositions, ete.
Apostrophe end 8 to form plurel of letters, symbols,
figures, etec,
Cormma to separate items of date and eddress,
Comma to set off short direct quotations,
Corma to indicate omitted word or words,
Exclamation point after interjections,
Semicolon to precede the terms, for example, that is, eta
Dash to indicate abrupt break in thought of sentence,
Hyphen between parts of compound words and to indicate
divisions of words at the end of the line,
Brackets to enclose remarks interpolated into a quote~
tion end for parentheses within parentheses,
Question mark after interrogative sentence, period after
declarative sentence, exclamation mark after exclamatory
sentence,
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Drill and many examples greatly improved the student's
ability to punctuate sentences,

TABLE IX
PART V VERB FORMS

Question [ Form A Form B Fom C
1 18 7 o
2 j¢] 6 4
3 19 17 10
4 18 18 31
15) 9 10 6
6 17 22 28
T 16 7 9
g 19 19 4
10 17 6 3
1l 15 2 7
12 7 5 0
13 28 18 6
14 20 6 4
16 156 7 6
16 ar 4 - 2
Total 244 154 129
Points gained 20 24

Total points gained 114

PR

Teble IX, Part V Verbs, shows errors were more fre-
quent in the simple forms of verbs in spoken composition
than in writtenj; the written work gives the student a chance
%o see the word and correct it.?!

lFerris, Charles C, American 1ish Gremmer, Apple~
ton Century 6ompan:y, New York, %915. PDe 120=303% '145-1?2.
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Simple rules for verb forms were glvenj exemple:

Verbs

a, Classificetion:

(1) On basis of use of meaning; transitive and ine
trensitive,

(2) On basis of the way in which the past tense is
formedj regular and lrregular,

On the basis of the function in the predicate; auxillary,
principal,

Classes of intransitive verbs; complete, linking,
Agreement of verb with verbs, its subject in number and
person, i

Tense

De

de

Voice

be

7« Mood

De

Mastery of the prinecipel parta of difficult verbs
in common use,

Correct use of the past tense formi of the past
participle, !

Conjugation of the verb be in the six tenses.
Conjugation of the verb heve in the six tensesj
ective and passive volce,

Use of active voice for vigor.
Use of §3§§i§§1ve voice when (1) the receiver of

the action 1s more important than the doer; (2)
the doer 1s unimown (3) tact is desired,

Recognizing end understanding of the three moods,
Use of were to express & wish of uncertainty, a
condition contrary to fact.



TABLE X

‘PART "VI PRONOUN - FORMS
s

qQuestion “Porm A Form B Form C
1 43 10 12
2 42 354 34
3 15 35 30
4 6 16 10
5 33 22 16
6 17 13 10
i 22 14 10
g8 32 30 19
] 24 13 20
10 36 24 13
1l p & 20 8
12 o0 18 27
Total 301 239 200
Points gained 62 20
Total points gained - 82

Table X, Part VI Pronoun Forms, shows a slight decrescse
in scores as compared with Table IX Verb Forms, The stu=
dentes were confused in recognizing the classes, and agree-
ment qf pronouns

Here are some of the simple rules used to improve this

use of pronouns,?®

1, Recognition of the classes of pronounsj personal come

pound, personal demonstretive, indefinite, interrogative,
relatives

Cas e —

‘% 10;%3&1@ H%ﬁg School Course of Study in Fnplish,
Dallas™ , ucation, as, lexas,
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S
4.

Se

G

Mastery of declenslon of personal and interrogative pro-
nouns .

Correct spelling of the possessive forms of pronouns,
Recognition of the use of nominative case forms of pro-
nouns as subject end as predicate nominative,

Recognition of the use of objective case forms of pere
sonal interrogative pronouns as (1) objective of preposie
tion; (2) direect or indirect objectives of verbs,

Mastery of the principels of agreement of a pronoun with
its antecedent in number, person, and gender,

TABLE XI

PART VII IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS

E—— — = —
Question Form A Form B Form C
1 4 27 6
2 16 7 33
3 17 40 39
4 19 9 7
S 8 12 9
é 36 17 8
7 12 0 7
8 43 11 16
9 30 16 10
10 21 16 13
Total | 206 149 144

Points gained 57 =

Total points gained 62




TABLE XII

PART VII' FAULTY EXPRUSSIONS
B e

Question Form A 'Form B Form C
1 20 13 3
g 54 21 26
34 7 22
4 23 7 7
51 25 25 14
6 39 38 44
4 17 30 44
8 33 30 14
9 24 15 10
10 33 16 8
11 25 24 14
12 : 16 18 20
13 40 21 9
14 31 19 18
15 30 6 9
Total 434 300 262
Points gained 134 38

Total points gained 172




CHAPTER VI

THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY

The most important part of the study is the results.
The results show just what has been acecomplished by both the
toacher and students, All achievements of the students are
shown in greph forms for test Form A, B, and C} & grarh
showing a comparison of test Form A, B, and C.

Graph I, II, and III show the achievement on test Form
A, B, and C, Graph IV shows the comparison of test Form
A, B, and C, Graph V shows the achlevement of teat Form
A, B, and C, as compared with the average standard in
grades eight, ten, eleven, and twelve,

The result of test Form A showed the student to be
below the average on eighth grade students., Test Form B,
showed some improvement over test Form A and below the ave
erage tenth grade student test,Form C showed improvement
over test Form B.

Table XIII gives the lower, upper cuartile, end median
of the three tests and the average standard. The scores
of test Forms A, B, end C for the lower, upper quartile, and
medien is compared with that of the standard average.

The Cross English Test, Form A, B, and C, that was used
in the survey is presented. The Cross English Tests are
different in oont'onta. but each test is equeally difficult,
The same form is used in each test; the words are cheangedj
the method of scoring is the seame.



CROSS ENGLISH TEST

By E. A. Cross, A M., Pua.D.

Professor of Literature and English and Dean
State Teachers College, Greeley, Colorado

EXAMINATION: FORM A
For High Schools and Colleges

(First name, initial, and last name)
Class (underline) H.S. 1 2 8 4 Coll. 122 8 4
Age last birthday......... years. '

School Or: COllege: T s wts o.'a lova 1o 15 e o2 ST e et b S mes s PO S

I

H|lolaolw]|»>

18Y
v

VI
VII
VIII

Total

Classification

Published by World Book Company, Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York, and 2126 Prairie Avenue, Chicago
Copyright 1923 by World Book Company. Copyright in Great Britain. All rights reserved. cET:E:A-33

PRINTED IN U.B.A,

This test is copyrighted. The reproduction of any part of it by mimeograph, hectograph, or in other
way, whether the reproductions are sold or furnished free for use, is a violation of the oopw‘;’:)’u law.
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/ '. " [dymg (to die)..
e N dieing (to dze)

l {plece (a part) .
{' peice (a part) . .

grievious (
" | grievous . .. ... (

‘A " R their (pronoun) (
; J? ’l' {there (pronoun) (

controling . ...
" | eontrolling




DIrEcTIONS

PART II. PRONUNCIATION

. Place a check mark in the parentheses nearest each correct

pronunciation, as in the samples. Give careful attention to the position

Cross Test: A

of the accent mark.
Key to the marks used
& as in fite " € as in seréne 0 as in 16rd 00 as in bgot
4 as in chre & as in ¥nd 6 asin hot 00 as in o6t
# as in it & as in férn i as in pire g always as in get
& as in abate ias in ice il as in iip i always as in jam
a as in gll Y asin pin 1 as in birn A&00are the same as & & 5 @ except that
i as in #rm 0 as in old ow as in how these oceur in unaccented syllables
said . . . e AN L BRSNS () (V) s&d
SAMPLES. { been, . . .. i ettt e BInt G e (V) () beén
does. ... i R daose K a0 () (V) diz
L. Arctic. ... o O g 0 | S LC0) () -ark'tik
2. banquet. A e bin'kwét . . . .. ( ) ( ) bink'wét
3. Wednesday ... 8 s weéd'énzda....( ) ( ) weénz'da
4. history.. . . & s R {3110 w O T () ( ) his'tort
5. IMpious. .. .7 RS S Im/pf iis. () () Impiis
6. mischievous. , & TR s e mis cheévids..( ) ( ) mIs,’chI viis
7. TECOZNIZE . . -tk sl NN R ;ik'é.mniiz ...... é ; (( ; ;il,( i;%;!z
. penalize. .\. . .z} ot ARy n'8l 1z . .. .. ! n
g. {:estial .............................. best’f Al. .. o JES I ) b&'ctl'ﬁl i
10. temperature. . o tén'x’pér gtar..( ) () tém;') a chér
11, salmom. ..o i e B erts sil'miin. ..( ) ( ) simin J
12. tremendoUB. .. rn R S tré mén’dis. ..( ) ( ) tréd m&n’jis
| oanaat e S iEn'8 86 ji. . .. jén’s 56 jX
13. genealogy.:: in . ol et A jen’é fSl i) SRR I WD) iﬁs ety
14. dislocate. .. . ;. S S SIS P d!s'l‘ﬁ RARG: s 608 T ; e
15. regular. ... . ssis SOSUEY RS e e aS e rég lae. .. ) g Ak
16. lightning: .. S S e eens Iif BNyl ¢.) Y glgll
17. usually .. i oG e s A v, . 0'zhil II.’... AR et
18. Perform ... .o oot SuSNICE SR ERRC pré f?rm ...... g ; 5 ot
19. SAZACIOUS /ity e aiele MR CONERE Re & sd g'i shiis.. ... e et
20. COUMN. .. .vuianiieenie e zglkg;lﬂ T ( o ot
21. inquiry...... R T L O s P A by t(;or.. €970 e ar
22. literature... .. i osatads s as ot il TED. oy Yt
23. genuine.l’ .. 5 et et s jénu ‘d' ..... e bt
24. arraignedii ik Al VRSSO f'i; ra.zj ...... el R g
25. Towa. .y e e s SRS S S m:q t,ékt, '. .. . :( 0 i
26. architect. . iiv: s s sliets are Sauiiy o8 b O T e
27. children: ..:..ccosiosuedanannarazs. ok tb'l:l ’ ) () 1ab'e ra o'
28. laboratory: . sl sl sian il i il atn )¢ ) Emas
20. athletd . . s o ety o ers Was i AR G ) dround’sd
30. drowned. ...t oSG e o ¢ ) () hith
31. height. . gu s e S vasie de samwve . ]1;5:5 ........ () () s
32. ahas‘. At
(1) Number right.... ... (Score)



Cross Test :

PART III. RECOGNIZING A SENTENCE
Group A

Directions. Some of the following are not properly sentences as printed.
Print a capital letter S in the parentheses before each of the following
that is properly a sentence, and before each that is not properly a sentence
print a capital letter N.

A

10.

o IR TR I

— ~~ ~ ~ —~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ —~

) The boys had great fun and some hard work on their camping trip.
) Wait for us.

) Having had no success with geometry.

) Come if you can.

) Especially foun‘d where some substance decomposes.

) Red brick chimneys on all the houses.

) These were taken in our mountain camp.

) Alice ventures into WOnderland.

) She explained making terra cotta tiles.

) Having been carefuII.y directed to this house by a real estate agent.

Group B

Direcrions. Place a figure 1 in the parentheses before each expression
which should be written as one sentence and a figure 2 before each which
_should be written as two sentences.

(
(

) When he heard some one approaching, he stopped short.

) We will build up a big fire. As soon as we reach a good camping place.

) Coal miners wear little lamps on their caps, and they are well paid since

the strike.

) The fog having lifted out of the valley, we were able to see a vast stretch
of gray ocean and to make out the smoke trail of a tramp steamer, which

was itself invisible below the horizon.

) “That could not have happened,” replied Andrews, “you know the con-

ditions of the weather would have prevented it.”

) This is final, you may choose one course or the other at once.

(IIX A) Number right. ... ... (Score)
L (IIX B) Number right. . ... .. (Score)

[4]



Cross Test: A

Group C

Directions. Some of the following sentences are faulty, and some are
correct. Print a capital letter F (for « Faulty ”’) in the parentheses before
each sentence that is faulty ; before each that is correct print a capital C.

07 EREER O ST SINEINE0Y 0

) Water passes through cement as well as through brick.

) His speed was equal to a horse.

) A monologue is where one pet:sbn carries both sides of a conversation.
) Fried trout are the most successful method while camping.

) The teacher did not approve of Ella’s being late so often.

) The repairing of old umbrellas is a tinker’s job.

) It doesn’t seem like I understand this topie.

) To repair the fan belt was my first task and then mending the punctured
inner tube. ' .

Group D, _

Directions. Some of the following expressions are not properly one sen-
tence as they stand. Print a capital letter O in the parentheses before
each expression that is properly one sentence as it stands, and before each
that is properly two or more sentences print a capital letter T.

1. (
2.5

8. (

4. (

5. (
6. (

) Drawing instruments are used in this class, they are made in Pittsburgh.

) While I was traveling in South America, I collected notes upon the customs
of the natives, which I expect soon to publish in a book.

) Pepper is adulterated by using pulverized coconut shells, these are imported
from the South Sea Islands. :

) After I had eaten a dish of the cereal, the landlady surprised me by bring-
ing in some fresh toast and two soft-boiled eggs, which she set down beside
my plate with sucha cordial smile and morning greeting that I really felt
quite embarrassed on account of the extra trouble I had made; but my
embarrassment did not prevent me from eating a hearty breakfast, thank-
ing her for her kindness, and following my thanks with a promise not to
be late again for breakfast — at least, not soon.

) Uncle Fred wants you to come, too, can’t you?

) Coming to the little stream about six o’clock, we followed it down till it
crossed the main trail, which we easily reached before darkness overtook us.

(IIL C) Number right. .. ...... (Score)
(IIL D) Number right. .. ... (Score)

.

3 (5]



Cross Test: A

Group E

Directions. Some of the following are not correct sentences. Print a
capital letter F in the parentheses before each of the following that is
not a correct sentence in harmony with present-day good usage, and be-
fore each that is a correct sentence print a capital letter C.

N e e e e s e

1

. () Milton was sent to Oxford to study law.

) He has never played that piece so well, and he has often played it before
large audiences, too. :

) Anne was the most beautiful of all her cousins.

) Our books are widely used in Massachusetts, New York, and Ohio.

) In the distance she could see the village where she had lived years ago.

) While chatting with a friend, a fine trout slipped off Martin’s hook.

) They offered him a substantial reward, but he firmly declined to accept it.
) They always have to do nights what they neglected to do days.

) If a duck has water'poured upon its back, it runs off immediately.

) The letter should of been delivered at eight o’clock this morning.

PART IV. PUNCTUATION

|
DirecrioN. Punctuatethe following sentences in accordance with present-
day usage. (Some of the sentences may not require further punctuation.)

© PN T e WO

10
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

Send us a report when you have examined the property.

They expected to visit Miami Florida before coming home.

I had always insisted that he was honest.

Oh well she said the whole disturbance is only a trifle annoying.

Neither could the doctor go himself nor could he send a capable substitute.
Beat the eggs first and then fold them into the batter.

My guest Mr. Felix Kirk will be with me for several days.

I found the work very difficult did you find it so.

Each of these should be somewhat like a distinct composition just as a
military company is a complete organization within itself as well as a unit
in the regiment. (Punctuate as one sentence.)

Your reasons seem to be sound nevertheless I am not convinced.
The weather having become unsettled the camping trip had to be given up.

While we were hastily eating a boy about ten years old the son of a farmer
living near our camp came up to invite us to use the water from their well.

The London Times which has been published without interruption since
our Revolutionary War was owned by Lord Northcliffe.

Agnes has a generous forgiving nature.-

This preparation I am showing you Mrs. Gordon declared the agent will
remove even ink stains from silk and that is more than can be honestly
said of any other formula I feel certain.

(6]
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PART V. VERB FORMS

Cross Test: A

Directions. Draw a heavy line under the correet form in each sentence.
In cases where two forms are correct, underline the preferred form.

SRR NUTSIE OO

Poud ek ek ped el ped e
S St W0 = D

Our team was (beaten, beat) in the game Thursday.

Fanny has (busted, broken, broke) one of her china plates.

Caroline could never have (did, done) that piece of work without Irene’s help.
I have never (eat, ate, eaten) such good pears before.

How much have you already (gave, given) ?

Have you ever (seen, saw) a butterfly like this one ?

You could not (of seen, have saw, of saw, have seen) him from where you sat.
I (laid, lay) the books on your desk yesterday.

I (set, sat) in your room half an hour, waiting for you to come.

I have (set, sat) the chairs around the table.

. Jack (digged, dug) around in the garden a half hour before breakfast.

All of the boys had (gone, went) before six o’clock.

. Have you (rang, rung) the bell yet?

. Has the mail (come, came) yét?

. The birds have already (drunk, drank) all the water from their dish.

. The teacher (wrote, has wrote) the problems on the blackboard for us.

PART VI. PRONOUN FORMS

DirectioN. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.

L0 N RSN 50 -

bd ek e
® = o

If you were (I, me), would you go to that dance?
Jessie gave Roy and (I, me) some new books.
No one dances more gracefully than (she, her).
He knew it to be (we, us).

It isn’t for such as (we, us) to dictate to them.
She is no better than (he, him). .

(Who, Whom) do you think I am?

(Who, Whom) do you take me to be?

(Who, Whom) do you have in mind for the place?
(Who, Whom) was the gift intended for ?

. (Whoever, Whomever) would promise to read the book got a copy as a gift.

(He, Him) that is pure I will in no wise cast out.



éroaa Test: A

PART VII. IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS

DirectioN. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.

© 0 Y S B 0 W

—
(=]

. I wish'I (could of, could have) seen that play.
. I regret to part (with, f;om) you after these pleasant vacation days.
. I find that T am obliged to differ (from, with) you upon that question.

. You will notice on close comparison that this pattern differs (with, from) that.

He was ashamed (with, of, by) his conduct.

. Try (and, to) see us again before you go. :
. He (would have, would of) gone if we had been ready in time.
. The instructor was (sort of, somewhat) surprised.

. Clara arrived at her conclusion independent (of from) any help that was

offered to her.

. The Chief Justice dissented (to, from) the opinion of the other judges.

PART VIII. MISCELLANEOUS FAULTY EXPRESSIONS

DirecTIONs. Some of these sentences are faulty. Print a capital
letter F in the parentheses before each sentence that is faulty, and before
each that is correct print a capital letter C.

e T S S
Sk ®© =3

O 00, S SES E NSEMN 0 piat L

TS NG N N NT 2N TN N NG N N TS RSN N RN

) Yourself and friends are expected to be present.

) At least these men are humans and should be treated so.

) I have made my sweater just like yours.

) Did you even suspicion a birthday party ?

) She took it off of your table just this morning.

) H:;\'e you got your check for your week’s work yet ?

) I am sure you hadn’t ought to expect very much from him today.
) You are very liable to get the wrong verb in a sentence like that.
) Are these the books you sent for?

) I believe him to have been perfectly honest.

) The speech was illy prepared and badly elocuted.

) I do not know if I have all these right or not.

) Leave me have another day to complete this long lesson, if you can.
) He thought he would probably be going again next week.

) He shall decline your offer, I feel sure.

(VII) Number right . ........ (Score)

(VIII) Number right. . ....... (Score)
[8]
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GRAPH I

TEST FORM A

Test Form A was given September 27, 1946; the scores
renged from 56 to 1140, Sixty per cent of the studenta made
sgores slightly above the .aeoros indicated on the Cross
Standard Test for eighth grade students (10 -« 60 percen=-
tile), Forty per cent of the students in the 60 -« 100 por-.
gentile fell below the sverage standard of the eighth grade
students,

The lower gquartile score for test Form A is 101; the
standard lower quartile score for high school senlors is
132, a difference of 31 points below the standard,

The median of test Form A 1s 113, The average standard
median is 144, a difference of 31 points below,

The upper quartile score for test Form A 1s 122, The
Cross standard aversge for the upper quartile is 154, a dif-
ference of 32 points, -

The difference in the score between thaet Form A and the
average standard shows the students to maintain an average
level of the average eighth grade student,

The method used in determining the percentiles of all
grephs as shown in this chapter i1s taken from examples given
by Guy M. Wilson's® How To Moasure, Chapter VI, "The Measure-

iwilson, Guy ow Macmillen Compeny, New
York, 1920, pps IG&W i



ment of Lenguage.” It glves in detells a good method in
measuring, A study was also mede of C. C. Ross' * Hethod
of Measurement, which is a later book.

*Ross, Cu Cu, Ops oit., pp. 225-282,
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By E. A. Cross, AM.,, Pa.D.
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State Teachers College, Greeley, Colorado

EXAMINATION: FORM B
For High Schools and Colleges

(First name, initial, and last name)
Class (underline) H.S. 1 2 8 4 Col. 1 2 8 4
Age last birthday......... years.
School 6r COllege. . . ... ouvivrinnrnerennseasasancossessonssnnsasansansenss

111

g|lQ| =R | >

=

v

v

VI

VII

VIII

Total

Classification
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; Cross Test: I
PART 1. SPELLING

DIRECTIONS. Plat;e a check mark (V) in the parentheses after each correct
spelling, as in the sample.

a [inggliah. . .5 Weees 5. ¢5)
O Balish. i W)

adviser. . . . o N ) 17 {alleigancc ............ ¢
(adVASOT ;. ../ e (eE1) * | allegiance......... .. ()
hoping.'s ik s ssnsmn: (&) 18. {peaceable ............ (G
(hopeing.. . ..o aia: () peacable............. G4

[ beleive: ... 00 g0 () 19. {stoping .............. @)
Ubeliever.. . (e THsatak ) SLOPDINg. ;. . . ..l ¢)
[seperate ............. e ' 20. [mtrestmg ............ ()
separate:. . . st (%) interesting........... Go)

5 {all right sl s o mett ol ) 21 [too (adverd) ......... (%)
i lealmghteee it e (52) to (adverd) .......... )
; { dropped . S aois () o0 {goddess ............. ()
droped ;s st ) rZOdORST . 7% e - sy =1)
nineteen. . .l Ao T x) leasure.:. ... .. v ©.)

i minteend | Ky 3 e rds {10) = {leisure ............... @)
8 1111 ] EREO EEE ) O 1w 1) 24 [ loosing (failing towin) ()
e b R o e () losing (failing to win) ( )

3 [ privelege. ........... () o [cntisize ............. ()
T privilege ity i (800 CrIBICIZe . . L. v i (&)
10 [ deviniby <0 i G 9 o [there (adverd) . .. . .... 1)
Slidivimty s s ) their (adverd) ........ 1)
37 [ ahining e e () 5 [ parliament........... €5
| shinning: s7 SR e s, ) * | parlaiment........... (%)
B A e (59 (existance............ ()
0 truely i els LGS, | @D 25 existence. ........... G
18 { whoes. ...ou sk .van ) 29 (lightning (flash) . . . ... ({59
3 PETNERT By e ) () * | lightening (fash). . ...( )
labratory. .. .t i G32) kel O e (5)

e [laboratory ..... ol o [ e niekle S S e =)
15. [dleing (coloring) . ... .. &) g1, | megroes ............. (a%)
dyeing (coloring). . ... (i) NEERas., . e, o iR (i)

]' 6. [ ACCUTaCY . . . ......... (23) [ BiEnesslien e ol LM G
BCULHCY, . o s Ry &) L e e )

(I) Number right . . .. .... (Score)

[2]



PART II.

DiIRECTIONS.
pronunciation, as shown in the samples.
position of the accent mark.

Cross Test: B

PRONUNCIATION

Place a check mark in the parentheses nearest the correct

Give careful attention to the

Key to the marks used

a as in fite @ as in seréne 6 as in 16rd 60 as in boot
4 as in cire & as in &nd 0 as in hdt G0 as in foot
i as in #t & as in férn i as in plre g always as in get
i as in irm i as in ice ii as in lip j always as in jam
4 as in abate ! as in pin 0 as in blirn 4 & 0 are the same as @ & O except that
a as in all o as in old ow as in how these oceur in unaccented syllables
saTdess s o S s ER Rl () (V) s&d
SAMPLES. { been . wdlic. Nl dh Al |55 LR TR o, (v) ( ) ben
does % sl X e R AO0Z - L% e ( ) (V) diz
e UV E IO ot M e s S (o val 8 v S 6 ( ) ( ) vil'yan
DA o Y SN ET e s DA gRpi AU, ) 0F ) e
Sunatlen. . 4 o et Ll L LARA B () () 1rdea
47 ievidently. i« it S AR svidént ... ... ( ) ( ) gvidént'lt
D ArTele VANt . i e G SRR Ir rév’8 lint. . . . . ( ) ( ) Irrel’d vint
Q. plagiarism -l RS S pla’gir sm...... ( ) ( ) pla’jiér fzm
v address. . ik i BRI e & APORT i () ( ) ad'dres
8. IrTevoeable. . it e e ke e frré vok’ab’l...( ) ( ) Irévio kab’l
Qi BWOTA. . o i o i ettt BWOrd .7 Ll Lk C5):(r0) eBrd
HOUTHERIN . o oo o S IR . £ TORY. S L ( )( ) agan’
1155 opportunity ... i . n e Ao = ¢ Oportuniti....( ) ( ) Op or toonf ti
008 1T DRSS s T IS IR CRRE WP 8 ( ) ( ) réns
13.. hospitable . . . ..kttt st a ot hos pit’'ab’l. . ... ( ) ( ) hos’pitab’l
T4% " ROBLOEY . - oo S O PR 2 20 Ol Yt ks ( ) ( ) zoodols ji
157 formidable izl o SRR S for'midabll..... ( ) ( ) féormid’ab’l
18 cavalry . .. . e 48 R ( ) () kavalrt
170 qUADLILY . o o R e s et e kwon'ti tf..... .. ( ) ( ) kwon't ti
18 dtriotly: . i o R A s sttt 4 L 5 ¢ )0 L) strikl
TOLETANATY . .« oot SUINSUIE. o SRAE o 1S e g o1 AL SN ( ) ( ) grian’art
20N exquisite - L AT MR SR L | Sks'kwi zit. . . . .. () ( ) &kskwiz'it
2L bouquet. ... ST b AN S b KR S, Vs ( ) ( ) booka’
222 BUrpriBSe.. 0. SR BE S S SOEPMEs: M (') ( ) stppriz/
23: acchmate. ... Sl SRR o Z KVl - 0 () ( ) 8k’l mat
2408 talian: o St e It8lyin. o ... ... ( ) () 1tal'ydn
25,1 CONGIACTOL ,/c% s s s ey s e e s hat kon trik’ter. .. . . ( ) () kon'tritk tér
205 L jewelry. o o S et Lo JUEDR G S () () jool'rt
27.dolofous s il NI N e ) dol’érts. ... .... ( ) ¢ ) dol'érius
28, pragentation.. L oot il e préz’én ta’shiin..( ) ( ) pré’zén td’shiin
290 -mnehinery: £, Coete (e TV (e m# shén'ri. ... .. ( ) ( ) miAsheneri
80 different’ . s s iR S dif'frdnt. o i e ( ) () dif’er ént
31, reseArch o f et b ot ré’sérch........ ( ) ( ) résérch’
YTV R S S ) S VAIERTY: o ( )( ) vagan
(II) Number right. . ... .. (Score)

(8)



Cross Test: B
PART III. RECOGNIZING A SENTENCE

Group A

DirectioNs. Some of the following are not properly sentences as
printed. Print a capital letter S in the parentheses before each of the
following that is properly a sentence, and before each that is not properly
a sentence print a capital letter N.

e

10.

. () Getting their boat out of the river and into the lake.
. () While we bring up the camp equipment.

. () Having a few days of leisure, Corwin set out to camp in the hills.

() Bacteria are microscopic organisms.
) She wasted her time while her mother worked.

) We make our garden early in May.

(

(

() Alice’s adventures in Wonderland.

() Having balanced his books before he left the store.
() These are the columns, added with great care.

(

) To be or not to be, that is the question.

Group B

Direcrions. Place a figure 1 in the parentheses before each expression
that should be written as one sentence and a figure 2 before each that
should be written as two sentences.

[y

w0 ]

>

=

(=]

.

( ) The hunter tried to move the stone, which he found to be very heavy.

() My next experience was in a grain elevator. Where I worked two whole
summers.

. () Their method was to dig the holes with a hoe and then to drop two or three

grains of corn into each hole.

() I got the idea from George Calvert, who was with the famous Hamilton

expedition, which explored the sources of the Amazon, while Weber was
coming down the ridge of the Andes.

() Use thin paper bookmarks, do not mark your place by laying a pencil in
the book and then closing it.

() Shakespeare died in 1616, did he die in Stratford or in London ?

(IIX A) Number right . . ...... (Score)

(IIX B) Number right .. ... ... (Score)
[4]



Cross Test: B

Group C

Dmecrions. Some of the following sentences are faulty, and some are
correct. Print a capital letter F (for “ Faulty ) in the parentheses before
each sentence that is faulty ; before each that is correct print a capital C.

1. ( ) The reason I was absent was because I was ill.
2. () A snob is when one person treats another as a social inferior.

3. () Both correct speaking and correct writing are essential to a teacher’s sue-
cess.

) No objection was offered to Henry’s being absent three days.
) The trying of the famous Wilmington case was delayed two years.

) Can you remember if Carter was present at the track meet or not ?

oo AR oA S
NN NN

) A vacant lot was found for a tennis court about a quarter of a mile long
and a hundred yards wide.

8. () Making of blue prints is the next step following inking of the drawings.

Group D

Dmecrions. Some of the following expressions are not properly one
sentence as they stand. Print a capital letter O in the parentheses be-
fore each expression that is properly one sentence as it stands, and before
each that is properly two or more sentences print a capital letter T.

1. () This man lives in North Dakota, and that state has some good soft-coal
beds.

2. () Let’s organize a Campfire group among our girls as soon as school opens
in September.

w0

.( ) Copra is the dried meat of coconuts imported from the tropical islands
which dot the Pacific Ocean.

4. () As soon as I had eaten a dish of cereal, the landlady surprised me by bring-
ing in some fresh toast and two soft-boiled eggs, these she set beside my
plate with a cordial smile and morning greeting, and I really felt quite
embarrassed on account of the extra trouble I had made, my embarrass-
ment, however, did not prevent me from eating a hearty breakfast, thank-
ing her for her kindness and following my thanks with a promise not to be
late again — at least, not soon.

5. () Try to meet all your engagements promptly, even your landlady will think
> more of your promptness than of your thanks.

6. () Did you ever work in a grain elevator in summer, there are many of them in
Minnesota.

- (IIL C) Number right. . ...... (Score )

(III D) Number right. . .. .. ..(Score)
[5]



Cross Test: B

Group E

Digections. Some of the following are not correct sentences. Print a
capital letter F in the parentheses before each of the following that is
not a correct sentence in harmony with present-day good usage ; and be-
fore each that is a correct sentenceprint a capital letter C.

0 =3

i N % o

) The active voice gives a mere vivid expression than the passive.
) The material used was more elegant than her old hat.

) The salary of a bricklayer is larger than a public school teacher.
) That is the worst sentence I almost ever saw in a book.

) When you fill the bottles don’t spill any of it on the table.

) While returning from his work, Colby saw a large brown bear crossing his
path.

() The leader was hanged, and his companions were imprisoned.

() After passing through the sixth grade, my mother took me for a summer
in France.

() Katharine would have liked to have gone too.

. () This kind of rabbit is called a Flemish Giant.

PART IV. PUNCTUATION

‘DirectioN. Punctuate the following sentences in accordance with present-
day usage. (Some of the sentences may not require further punctuation.)

. Telephone me from the station if you have time.

2. The house stood I feel quite certain on the left side of the street insisted

S

e B SN = R

10.
11.
12.

18.

14.

15.

Robert.

. Try to master the use of commas semicolons colons and quotation. marks.
. She was obliged to give up the idea of a formal dinner for the cook was

leaving.

. A fountain pen which leaks and scratches is worse than none.

. Will you try some of my raisin cookies.

. Ask Clarence why his mother did not come with him.

. After the farmer had finished butchering some of the neighbors old friends

of his came over to buy some of the fresh meat.

. There are three causes poverty injustice and indolence declared the lec-

turer Professor Wharton.
They did not come by automobile they came by airplane. (One sentence.)
He declared that he was entirely satisfied.

You may have a good reason for what you are doing Andrews replied
but it is I must say entirely unconvincing to me.

Long’s Peak Inn which is in a beautiful flower-strewn meadow at the base
of Long’s Peak in the Rocky Mountain National Park was the home of
Enos Mills the naturalist.

The trail above timber line being too rough for our horses we left them at
the boulder field and ‘went on afoot.

Of the two paths before us we chose the one which seemed most traveled.

(IIL E) Number right. . ...... (Score)

(IV) Number right. . ...... (Score)
6]



Cross Test: B

PART V. VERB FORMS

Dmecrions. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.
In cases where two forms are correct, underline the preferred form.

b i sy

= 0D ERETN

10.

The bell has (rang, rung).
Ned has (come in, came in).
{ (done, have did, have done) all my work alone this week.

That little stream has (flown, flowed) along beside the road there for three
years.

The other girls had already (went, gone) home before we came in.
The acrobat (swang, swung) up and caught the bar.

Foster has (wrote, written) all of these correctly.

I have (laid, lain) the sticks in a straight row.

I (set, sat) the vase on your table.

Philip and Neal (dragged, drug) the roller over the court to pack it down
solidly.

11. Mother (laid, layed, lay) on the couch an hour for an afternoon rest.
12. Have you been (setting, sitting) there for a long time?
18. Has your Aunt Harriet (gave, give, given) much money to the associated
‘charities this year?
14. Don’t you think you should have (began, begin, begun) your lessons earlier ?
15. They could not (have saw, of seen, have seen, of saw) that picture in Sterling.
16. The play had already (begin, began, begun) before eight fifteen.
PART VI. PRONOUN FORMS
DirectioN. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.

1. I took it to be (they, them).

2. Few girls play as well as (she, her).

8. It isn’t for such as (they, them) to dictate to us.

4. Their opponents were heavier than (they, them).

5. Father expects you or (I, me) to meet him.

6. I do not know (who, whom) will finish the work.

7. She is a girl (who, whom) I know to be trustworthy.

8. (Who, Whom) did you say sits near you?

9. Nobody except you and (I, me) has come yet.
10. Everybody is going but Mark and (she, her).
11. You and (he, him) may go next.
12.

(Whomever, Whoever) this letter was written for should appreciate its com-
pliments.

[7]



PART VII. IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS

DirecTioN. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.

S Or B W W

. They were not unmindful (of, to) the French customs.

. After a long illness the poor old soul died (of, on) a Friday in September.
- I am disappointed (in, of, with) you, Carrie.

. Harriet should (of, have) taken a long walk today.

. You should (of, have) been with us Saturday.

. You will be (very much pleased, very pleased) if you make a high score in this

test.

7. I (couldn’t hardly, could hardly) believe the evidence of my eyes.
8. The party started out in search (of, for) wild strawberries.
9. He confessed his inability to comply (with, to) the demands.

10. It seems to me (like, that) your reasoning is faulty.
PART VIII. MISCELLANEOUS FAULTY EXPRESSIONS
DirecTIONS. Some of these sentences are faulty. Print a capital letter
F in the parentheses before each sentence that is faulty, and before each
that is correct print a capital letter C.
1. () Divide all the proceeds among yourselves,
2. () Say it like you meant it this time.
3. () Fatal accidents seldom oceur in tennis.
4. () I had rather go now than stay till Friday.
5. () They were kinder disappointed when the clouds began to roll up.
6. () Have you got the house you were trying to buy last week ?
7. () Has the maid come in vet? Not as I know of.
8. () We ate a part of the tomatoes and gave the balance to one of the neighbors.
9. () His actions caused the officers to suspect him.
10. () Pronounce your words like I do if you can.
11. () Most all of the party had gone by that time.
12. () Will you please leave me 2o home at three today, Mr. Gardner ?
13. () Ned gave his word that he would come not later than eight.
14. () You shall be there as you promised, I suppose.
15. (

) Aren’t you sort of glad that this is the last sentence ?

(VII) Number right. . .. .. .. (Score)

(VIII) Number right. . .. .. .. (Score)
(8] :

Cross Test: B
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GRAPH II

TEST FORN B

Test Form B was given November 21, 19463 the scores
ranged from 85 to 152, which showed some gain over test Fomm
A. Twenty per cent of the students made scores slightly
above the (Cross Standard average for students in the ninth
grade, For the 70th and 85th percentile the scores fell be=-
low the average ninth grede student and slightly above the
eighth grade student, PFrom the 85th to 100th percentile the
ioovea were the same as the average standard ninth grade
student.

The lower quartile score for test Form B 1s 110, a gain
of © points above test Form A, The standard average score
for senior high school students is 132, a difference of 22
points below the standard,

The medien of test Form B is 122, a gain of 9 points
above test Form A, The average standard median is 144, a
difference of 22 points below the standard,

The upper quartile score for test Form B is 130, a
gain of 8 points above test Form As The standerd score for
the upper quartile is 154, a difference of 24 points,

Test Form B shows a galn of 78 per cent over test Form A,



CROSS ENGLISH TEST

By E. A. Cross, AM., Pu.D.

Professor of Literature and English and Dean
State Teachers College, Greeley, Colorado

EXAMINATION: FORM C
For High Schools and Colleges

(First name,  ~initial, and last name)
Class (underline) H.S. 1 2 8 4 Coll."1 -2..8 4
Age last birthday......... years.
School or college. . . ....ovvivrinninenrnnenianceeeeeanaes

| C

VIII

Total

Classification
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DIRECTIONS.

PART I.

rect spelling, as in the sample.

’

SPELLING

Cross Test: C

Place a check mark (V') in the parentheses after each cor-

Ingglish
 SAMPLE: | g glish
1 | February......... 5]
“| Febuary ......... ()
2 [ atheletics. .. ... ... @)
svathletics. = ue) (D)
3 changeing. . ....... (&)
" | changing. ......... &)
s {recleve ............ =)
receive e
5. {across ............ G
Aerost . N S v ()
6. { canmng (presermng) Cie)
caning (preserving) ( )
7. ( lose (to set free) ...( )
loose (to set free) T 1 A
8. {devnde ............ A Dk
divide .S ta bl (5)
0. [sacrehglous ........ %)
sacrilegious...... .. ()
10. {qulte (not noisy)...( )
quiet (not noisy)...( )

,noticable.......... ()
i {notxceable ......... ()

' 12 recommend. . ..... (29
: reccommend ....... €

[ hopeing........... ) .
o hoping: ', La=EEaAs %)

[ facinate...........( )
i fascinate.......... )
15 [ calvary (horsemen) ()

" | cavalry (horsemen) ( )
relieve........ Sstna(ia)
le'{rgleive.......‘.:..( )

[2]

0
@

18 quiet (entirely) . . ..
tradegy.......
19 tragedy.......
20. imagine. .. . ...
imagin........
nineth. ... .. ..
=k {nmth .........
accidentally . . .
o [Mldelltdl) B
recollect. . . . ..
reccollect . 0
preperation. . .
% [ preparation . . *
25. selge .........
AT R
gg, | Asparagrass. ..
asparagus. . . . .
P morally.......
moraly . ......
inevitible. . . ..
- [mevxtable .....
[ defanite-. . . ...
o | definite......!
refineing. . . ...
o refining. ... ...
useage........
oL \usage .........
grammar..........
grammer. .. . . .

(I) Number right
/

|

[ quite (entirely) .. ..

SIS



[ Cross Test: C

PART II. PRONUNCIATION

Direcrions. Place a check mark in the parentheses nearest the correct
pronunciation, as shown in the samples. Give careful attention to the
position of the accent mark.

Key to the marks used

a as in fite € as in seréne 6 as in lord 00 as in boot
4 as in cére & as in &nd o as in hot 00 as in foot
# as in #t & as in férn i1 as in pire g always as in get
& as in abite i asin ice il as in {ip j always as in jam
i as in Arm I as in pin Q1 as in birn 4 & 0 are the same as & & & except that
a as in'all o as in old ow as in how these occur in unaccented syllables
said s Nl SRS R (T N R () (v) s&d
NAMPLES. { been.. .5 & n A S bIn et b, (v) () bén
does ol i i SR (0 (6707 AR s S s e 3 () (v) duz
Btduke. .. . . ol oo s SR o (700) A R R () () dik
2.-gondolence .’ .l San e kon do'léns. . . . .. () ( ) kon’dé Igns
3.camenable; . i oo Sihat EemELT amén‘abl...... ( ) ( ) amé’nabll
d.aden. . . . .G LR R TR  Ee F Y e ST S () () 1dea
6z iparticularly:: i e par tikdlérlf....( ) ( ) pér tik’d lar I
62 hundred. . 45 S ) ‘hiin’dérd. . ... ... ( ) ( ) hin’dréd
7. deficit. . ... P B e L T AN (o £ i 7 { SR () ( ) defis’it
8. diamond . .G SRR di’amind. ...... ( ) ( ) di'miind
0: (TOMANCeE. . . 54 BT Sr e YO BNRS AR () (- ) rémins’
10.. ‘'vaudeville. ;=2 CONS SRR Sl o vaw'dé vil. ... ... ( ) () vodvil
11. prescription  fZ e ausEEEiN T pér skrip’shiin .. .( ) ( ) préskrip’shiin
12 /IRVentory:. . i shin Sume b e s it In‘vén torl...... () (C ) Invént'dri
13.poem. . . . . i ms el e i POM L Em e ( ) ( ) pd’ém
14. gratis. . . . . SIS RS e ey W o e TR I () ( ) griat/is
15. ‘government il v ok e b e giv’ér mént.. . ... ( ) ( ) giiv'érn mént
16:: ‘incomparable il S stiaaEnee Inkdm’parab’l..( ) ( ) In kdm par'a b’l
BT MISSOUT .. )t SR IS miz z00'ra. ...... ( ) ( ) mizoo'r
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22+ TOOL ... . .ot e S S ) (550 SR O T (v ). () roof
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200 library .70l ea 2 SR SR Whar Yoot nsh () ( ) Ii'brarx
ZENEW . . e NGNS B ¢ ot ST T (5 (/) \noo
28 perhaps ..................... b B RDE, SN Es o () () pérhips
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82. preferable. .. ... ... o0 L préférab’ll...... ( ) () préferab’l
(II) Number right. . .. .. .. tScore)
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l ! Cross Test: C
PART III. RECOGNIZING A SENTENCE

Group A

Dimrections. Some of the following are not properly sentences as printed.

Print a capital letter S in the parentheses before each of the following that
is properly a sentence, and before each that is not properly a sentence
print a capital letter N. '

e A S B ST R

—t
e

P B e Y e e N e S B SER o NI NS

() Two of them made a path through the bushes while the others carried the

boat.
) I (iecided not to try trigonometry.
) Showing me a flower which was wilted.
) To be chosen for the place was an honor.
) Her work was doing washing for other people.
) When your aunt visited you last spring.
) While we show you all our kodak pictures.
) Are yours balanced ?
) Then the evening came, and the end of that sad day.) .
) “Charge for the guns,” he said.

Group B

Direcrions. Place a figure 1 in the parentheses before each expression
that should be written ds one sentence and a figure 2 before each that
should be written as two sentences.

1 (
2. (

8. (.

4. (

5. (
6. (

) The hunter tried to move the stone, he found it to be very heavy.

) He writes short stories, the short story is a very popular literary form in
the twentieth century.

) After we had eaten a bite of breakfast, a few of our friends came over to our
cabin; and we all set out for the day’s tramp, carrying our lunches in com-
pact bundles, which were slung over our shoulders.

) Do not start until ten o'clock, the other members of the party will soon
come.

) Canal locks are now built of concrete, they were formerly built of cut stone.
) Not to know a sentence when you see one is a more serious fault than to

spell incorrectly or occasionally to mispronounce a familiar word.

(III A) Number right. . ...... (Score)

(III B) Number right. . .. ....(Score)
[4]



Cross Test: C

Group C

Directions. Some of the following sentences are faulty, and some are
correct. Print a capital letter F (for * Faulty ””) in the parentheses before
each sentence that is faulty ; before each that is correct print a capital C.

1. (
2. (

8. (

4. (
5. (
6. (
7. (

8. (

) This is all the farther the lesson goes today.

) My neighbor, Mr. Cameron, was always a very friendly man, and died
last night.

) English Four is planned to aid students in forming correct habits in both
speech and writing.

) Mending of broken china is a real art.
) Repairing old umbrellas is a tinker’s job.
) Seems like most of these sentences are incorrect.

) Her former home was the beautiful little city of Evansville, and which is
on the north side of the Ohio River.

) These were the clever acrobats which so much had been written about in
the popular magazines.

Group D

DirecTions. Some of the following expressions are not properly one sen-

tence as they stand. Print a capital letter O in the parentheses before
each expression that is properly one sentence as it stands, and-before each
that is properly two or more sentences print a capital letter T.

L

2.
8._(

&0

5. (

6. (

) Although his comrades were very proud of Felder’s achievement, they '
hardly expected him to be awarded a medal for bravery.-

) That is an excellent idea, where did you get it?

) I did not get down to breakfast this morning till eight and all the other
guests had already eaten and gone and there was nothing left but cornflakes
and some cold toast and these are not very appetizing to me.

) Self-government is a topic which the students of Wyman College, a school
located on the Pacific Coast where there are many nationalities represented
including Orientals, are discussing with the keenest interest, although there
is no probability of its being put into effect for a year or two yet.

) I worked in a grain elevator in Minnesota last summer and wheat is the
principal grain raised there and the Pillsbury-Washburn Mills are in Min-
neapolis and they make a ggeat deal of flour.

) Are you going, I am.

(III C) Number right. . ...... (Score)

(III D) Number right. . ...... (Score)
[5]



Cross Test: C

Group E

Directions. Some of the following are not correct sentences. Print a
capital letter F in the pa.rentheses before each of the following that is
not a correct sentence in harmony with present-day good usage, and
before each that is a correct sentence print a capital letter C.

-
(=
e

~~

© P RS ;e ®®

) He spoke to the intruder, but instead of receiving a courteous answer, the
fellow laughed in his face.

) The room was small, dark, and poorly furnished.

) His psychology is crude and unscientific; it is obviously superficial.

) She had earrings in her ears that had formerly belonged to her mother.
) Measles are when you break out in little red spots. :

) Upon going to bed the front draft of the furnace should be closed.

) He never has and never will be elected to that fraternity.

) I attended classes only in the morning.

) They could of guessed the answer if they had of tried.

) The dean would have been very glad to meet you Thursday if he had been
here when you called.

PART IV. PUNCTUATION

Directions. Punctuate the following sentences in accordance with
present-day usage. (Some of the sentences may not require further
punctuation.)

SV L

e

10.
11.
12.
18.

14.
15.

The telephone began ringing but no one answered.

Assemble all your materials while the glue is melting.

My old fountain pén which both leaked and scratched is discarded at last.
Under the conditions indicated Maurice you are right.

He had never learned to concentrate this was the cause of his failure in
college. (One sentence.)

The day being cloudy we thought it best not to venture far from shelter.
I am sure you will find her a faithful sincere friend asserted Mrs. Wilson.

. When the camping party had finished eating several children the sons and

daughters of some of the neighboring farmers came in to hear the music .
around the campfire.

We have won for two years declared the coach if we win again this year
the cup will be ours permanently. (One sentence.)
Is that the truth she asked.

Wilbur asked what they were planning to do.

~He declared that he was entirely satisfied.

That explanation seems quite satisfactory however there is some disagree-
ment about the theory. (One sentence.)

Every boy who went to camp learned to stim.

Four kinds of inter-school contests were proposed by the representative of

the Omaha Nebraska schools football basket ball debating and track events.
(IIL E) Number right . . . . .... (Score)

(IV) Number right . . .. .. .. (Score)
, 6]



Cross Test: C

PART V. VERB FORMS

Directions. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.
In cases where two forms are correct, underline the preferred form.

©® > u e

10.
11.
5
18.
14.
15.
16.

The bleachers were full ten minutes before the game had (began, begun).

I (come, came) to your house last Thursday morning to walk to school with
you.

The canaries have already (ate, eat, eaten) all the food you gave them this
morning.

Have they (drunk, drank) all the water too?

Fred '(seen, saw) him throw the ball.

I (laid, lay) on the couch for a brief rest.

Have you (lain, laid, lay) your party clothes cut yet?

I have (sat, set) here waiting for at least an hour.

When we were at the beach, Charles (dived, dove) from a forty-foot tower.
Have you ever (sit, set, sat) watching the pictures in the fire?

I wish you might have (sat, set) the flowers nearer the center of the table.
Couldn’t they have (gave, given, give) more attention to what was being said ?
Bessie could (of went, have gone, of gone, have went) if she had asked.

How many of you have already (written, wrote) the sample business letter ?

I wish you could (have did, of done, have done, of did) it more carefully.
The bell has (rang, rung).

PART VI. PRONOUN FORMS

Direction. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.

© P NS ook WO

bk ek
WO = O

He inquired whether (we, us) girls were going.

Let (he, him) who can answer the question.

It must have been (they, them).

Whom can I trust if not (he, him) ?

Let none touch it but (they, them) that are clean.’
I know no one quite like (she, her).

(Who, Whom) were you talking about ?

(Who, Whom) do you take me to be?

What can you expect from such as (he, him)?

Are you calling Margaret and (I, me) ?

. The books were presented to (whoever, whomever) would read them.
.. I am sure no one plays tennis as well as (he, him).

(V) Number right. . ...... (Score)

(VI) Number right. . ...... (Score)
(7] 3



Cross Test: ¢

PART VII. IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS

DirectioN. Draw a heavy line under the correct form in each sentence.

Cr W O W

© 0w =S

. This field is not suitable (to, for) irrigated farming.
. I hasten to comply (to, with) your request.

. He could hardly bring himself to part (with, from) his house in the country,
. Harriet was tired (with, of) being sent every day to the distant post office,
. Have you (finished, finished with, finished oﬁ) that bungalow apron you were

—

making last week ?

. Your test is quite different (than, from) the one you gave last year.

. Mrs. Carpenter’s physician advised her to stay (to, at) home for the winter,
. T am sure the applicant is possessed (with, of) the ability to succeed.

. I was reluctant (to go, against going) there alone.

. The girls all seemed to have (such a good, a very good) time at your party.

PART VIII. MISCELLANEOUS FAULTY EXPRESSIONS

Directions. Some of these sentences are faulty. Print a capital

letter F in the parentheses before each sentence that is faulty, and before
each that is correct print a capital letter C.

O -

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

© PSS w

. () You hadn’t ought to read a novel without you know what it is about.

() The theme reader at last roped the bucking verb in that dizzy sentence of
yours.

) They seldom ever appear in public any more.

) What offense was the prisoner charged‘ with?

) I am not sure whether I can come.

) I had wanted very much to have come.

) I can’t seem to understand these sentences.

) He claims that he did all the work alone.

) He speaks like a foreigner.

) Corwin’s garage is just in back of their house.

) Do you suspicion where the examination is to be held ?

) The time will come when you shall see this more clearly. (Merely a pre-
diction.)

() Leave me carry your hooks for you, Miss Carr.

() Should you like to go to the theater with me this evening, Helen ?
() Can this really be the end of this test?

(VII) Number right........ (Score)

(VIII) Number right........ (Score)
(8] T
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GRAPH III

TEST FORM C

Tost Form ¢ was given January 20, 1947; the scores
renged from 106 to 159, Twenty-five per cent of the students
made scores below the aversge standard of the eleventh grade
student from the 25th to the 40th percentilej the scores
wore above the eleventh grade. Sixty per cent of the stu-
dents fall below the averasge standard for the eleventh grade,

The lower quartile score for Form C is 125, a gain of
24 points above test Form A, The average standard score for
geniors is 133, a difference of 7 points,

The medien of test Form C is 1263 the average standard
is 144, e difference of 8 points below the standard, The
medien of test Form C shows & gain of 24 points above test
Form As

Test Form C shows a great improvement over test Form A,
The average score of these students was below the average
standard scores
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CHAPTER VII

"R SUMMARY

Test Form A shows that the entire senior class hes
about the same average as the students in the eighth grade
es compared with the Cross Standerd English Test,

The following statements will give e brief description
~of whet the test shows}i

1, Little or no learning in grammar had been carried over
from previous study of the subject.

(2) Poor scholarship was due to too many absentees.
(b) No progressive study habits were used.

2, Many questions were unanswered or incorrectly answered,
because the students were not able to interpret the mean-
ing of the directions given, .

3¢ The lack of the student's ability to read the directions,
indicated poor readers, '

4, There were no catch questions in the testj the students
show no effort to think,

5. Many errors could have been avoided if the students had
been more careful in putting the correct figures or let-
ters in the places indicated.

The English Department is no more perfect then any other
department in the school. Here are some facts that con-
tributed to poor scholarship on the part of the student and
of which they have no controls



1. No teats are gilven to freshmen upon entering high school
to classify the student and find out their weakness in
grammar e

2, The English Department made no effort to cooperate with
the other departmenta to stress the importance of the
use of good grammar,

3¢« Poor gredes were due largely to the fact that 75 per
cent of the time allotted for the study of English Lite
erature,

4, Students had been drilled too much on the rules of grame
mar, and not enough time spent on practical examples of
these rules.

5. Students with varied I.Q.'s were placed in the same
classess :

6+ Speech, an essential part of grammer, is net included in
the curriculum, ;

7. Too much thought, on the part of the tescher, wes given
to covering pages as xi-intod by the Board of BEducation,
in the course of study.

8. Teachers are afraid to fail too many students, for fear
of being called in by the principal or the supervisor.

9. Too many failures indicate poor teachers as interpreted
by the Board of BEducetion,

10, Formal deily lesson plans are turned in to the prinecipal;
teachers are afrald to be too far from the lesson indie-
cated on the daily lesson plan,

11, Too mmuch work is to be aceomplished in too 1ittle time,

12, The 1library has too few books to promote better reading



hablta,

13, Pifty per cent or move of the English teachers are not
English majors or minors,

14, Too many bulletins on English that could be used in any
part or grade are published.

15, The bulletins did not serve as a bridge in the gaps in
the textbooks, but was a little more than an outline,

16, Fear of some of the teechers in the English Department
hed caused the students to build up a complex sgainst
the subject.

The greatest eriticlsm I have to offer 1s the entire
a.pproﬁch to the English set up, 1s that it must be revised
before the department will be able to do Jjustice to the
students that enroll in that department,



CHAPTER VIII

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It is with pleasure that the writer tekes this oppore
tunity to offer some suggestions, as to how to improve these
conditions in which the English department of Lincoln opere
ates, ' ' ‘
; It was clearly pointed out that the serilor students fell
below the average standerd of students in grade eight as
gshown in test Form A, Graph I, page 39. The student appare
ently did not carry over any of their previous training in
grammar, This indicated that the students were taught for
the immediate needs rather than for both present and future
needs.

Many questions were unanswered or incorrectly answered,
because the students were not able \to follow the directions
given, This proves that they could not read well or inter-
pret the reading after doing so, Developing skill in read-
ing can be done by better use of the library and encouraging
reading for pleasure, The instructor can create interest in
reading, if some time is devoted to finding out what types
of reading materials the students enjoy. If the student's
selection of materials is poor or erude, an appreciation for
better reading materials should begin at once, C. C. Ross'
gives an excellent essay on developing one's reading ablle
“‘Yo

11bide, PDe 414+415,



56

Carelessness on the part of the student in not putting
the correct figures or letters in the indicated places ac~
count for as many errors as in cases where the students did
not lmow the answer to the gquestions, Students should be
taught to read and reread all instructions before starting
to do any given type of written work, Teachers should ine
sist on correct form, as well as correct answers, not with
the attitude-~do as you are told, or follow directions, butb
do it right,

Freshmen students onter Lincoln High School without any
test in English. They are allowed to enroll in English One,
regardless of their ability to do the work, FPlacement tests
should be given to find out the ability of the atudontl.' Ir
the students are not sble to do the average work, they should
be classified, and placed in groups where they will be able
to keep up. If the student's average is too low, some type
of course in grammar orientation should be offered, Slow
pupils may easily become discoursged in the class with su~
perior students, Homogenous grouping is recommended,

lo effort on the part of the English department is made
to secure the help of the other departments to stress the
importance of the use of good gremmar, If a progresaive
program in English is to be effective, it must have the co=
operation of all the faculty. Ray O, Billett* in Punda=

mentals of Secondary School Toaohi__x_:_g atatess




o TR S0tk gk by opmates
g:ﬁiﬁ&gfnmgmtc?mpz:gaﬁm of the
local orgenization of the faculty to secure cone
stantly e integration of various
o L
English Eight is devoted primarily to the study of

English Literature es stated in the course of study.® In

view of the fact that such poor scholastic achievement was

mede by the students in grammar, English Eight should be
changed to an advanced course in the study of English grame
mar rather then an extended study of English Literature,

English Seven 1s devoted to a study in the early part of

English Literature and continued in English Eights English

Seven should be a course in the appreciation of English

ILiterature rather than a course in the technical aspect of

the subject, ' |
Pormal deily lesson plans are turned in to the princis

pal's offices If the teacher is to carry out these plans
as stated, the daily lesson plan 1s good.. .. However, it is
erbarrassing if he 1s not some where in the vicinity of the
lesson plemned for that dete, Neany causes might disrupt the
plan, (1) On the assigned day too meny students were about
to cerry on the plan effectively, (2) Minor misunderstand=
ings ebout the assigmment will off-set the plan, (3) irreg-
vler assembly progrems, (4) students called out of the clasa
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to perticipate in extrascurriculer activities, (5) students
mey not have achieved as much from the previous study to
carry on effectively with the present study; e review 1s
necessary. The real reason is that too meny teachers fail
to make these necessary reviews in order that they may keep
up with their work as planned, The best interest of the
students 1s sacrificed to make themselves appear as capable
teachers,

Pallures are always & problem, too meny are good ine-
dications of poor teachings Some cases of fallures are not
to be considered as poor instruction on the part of the -
teachers, but rather e slow class, HNeny students are placed
in classes in which they have no interecst, or they may not
have tho ability to do passing work; this hampers the prog=
ress of the class end allows the superior students to do
poor work, lose interest, or do nothing at all, The une
written law that seventy-five per cent of the students will
pass if the subject has been thoroughly taught, looms as a
warning sign to most teachers, Students who do falling work
should be retained, with no thought of the mumber, However,
e teacher should use every possible effort to see thet fewer
students fail in their classes.

I havd touched on only & few of the many problems that
exist at Lincoln High School, beceuse I feel they are the
most importent. I trust they will be received in the spirit
in which they ere given. In my concluding remarks, I will
recommend Pfurther: (1) A better understanding of the needs,
end problems of the students in grammar, (2) Seek the co=



"

opevetion of every department in the school to improve bet=
ter written and spolen gremmar, (3) All teachers should teke
pert in the making of the curriculum, non-whites as well as
vhitea., (4) The teachers should be released from the chaln,
the covering of definite pages m the subject as outlined in
the course of studys (6) Teachers should be sble to make
their progrems based on the needs of the pupllss (6) Above
all teachers who have had but 1little preparation to teach in
an assigned fleld should put forth every effort to qualify
for the position to which they have been essigned,
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