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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Before beginning a discussion that places so much
emphasis on rurai schoolsy, I think a definition of the
term, rural school, is essential,

The rural school, as here understood, is one which
is primarily concerned with the education of children on
farms., The typical rural school is of the one-teacher
type, although schools employing several teachers may
well be included,

The function of the rural school, "The objective of
all effort for the improvement of rural education, must
be if we hold allegiance to our American ideals, that
the educational opportunities provided for children liv-
ing in rural areas of our country be made the eguivalent
of tgose'offered to children living in the most favored
urban communities."l

The primary function of the rural school is explicit=
1y recognized to be the provision of a standard education
for rural children and youth, to which all other efforts
are to be subordinated. This is the chief community ser-
vice of the school as well as its fundamental educational
objective, The best service Qf tﬁe school to the communi-

tyy .in other words, must always be found in the proper

lplatform of the Department of Rural Education of the
National Education Association, 1924,



discharge of its specific educational functiom, that is,
in making itself a good school for the education of its

pupils.1

Method of Securing Information:=-

In order to get a definite basis for formulating a
supervisory program, it was very necessary to make a de-
tailed study of the existing conditions of the schools
and homes in the rural communities of Montgomery County.
The study was limited to fourteen rural schools ranging
from the one-type teacher school, to schools employing
as many as eight or more teachers, fourteen rural com-
munities in which these schools are located, and the
teachers who were employed in these schools.

The investigation also took up a study of the commu~
nity, and its relation to the school.

For the survey of the schools and homes, the person-
al investigation method was used, The same method was
used in obtaining information concerning the training of
the teachers employed in the fourteen schools,

The general items included in the study are as follows:
school buildings; school grounds; equipment; libraries;
teaching personnel; pupils, and community relationship.

The Jeanes Supervisory Program and its affect on the
Supervision of the Rural Schools and Rural Communities of

lpinal Report of the Committee on Rural Education of
the National Education Association, 1924, ~



Montgomery County over a period of three years, 1934-37,
is taken up and a brief discussion of its major objectives
is made with recommendations for some of the needs of the
Negro rural schools of the County,

Excerpts on Rural Education taken from ﬁoﬂern educas~
tors are included,



CHAPTER II
BEGINNINGS OF THE JEANES WORK IN THE UNITED STATES

Among the agencies most influential in advancing
education of Negroes, are the Jeanes Supervisory teachers.
Beginning activities nearly twenty yeares ago with one
supervisor, Miss Virginia E, Randolph of Henrico County,
Virginia, the Jeanes work has grown until at present,
there are more than 332 supervising teachers., They have
promoted many diverse enterprises, but their most import~
ant contribution has been in stimulating and encouraging
the Colored people to become interested in better schools,
and in soliciting and maintaining the cooperation of the
local white people in a program of educational develop-
ment for Negroes.

The Negro Rural School Fund; Anna T, Jeanes Founda-
tion which initiated and has sponsored the work of the
Jeanes supervisors, was incorporated on November 20, 1907.l
The fund is the result of a million dollar gift by the
late Miss Anna T, Jeanes of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

In 1931-32, the Jeanes Fund cooperated with public
school authorities in employing Jeanes supervising teachers
in three hundred and thirty-nine counties of fifteen
states as shown by table I. These supervisors are appoint-
ed by the County Superintendent, they work under his direc-
tion, and are considered members of his regular corps of

teachers.2

11t is generally known simply as the Jeanes Fund,
2Jeanes Fund Report of the President, Annual Meeting,
1914, Washington, D, C,



Their work includes a wide range of activities, com~
prising teaching and element P E%ftgag; super=
vision of regular academégninstraetiang.ﬂnendn!on of school
-and community clubs; and improvement of health and sanitary
conditions in schools and homes. Perhaps the largest pro-
portion of the supervisor's time is consumed in raising
money for new school houses, school equipment, and exten-
gion of terms of the school session,

The purpose of the Jeanes Fund from the beginning has
been to stimulate and assist local rural communities in
assuming their obligation in the education of Colored chil—
dren,

One measure of success appears in Table I, which shows
the proportion of the gsalaries of Jeanes Supervisors paid
by the Jeanes Fund and from public funds in 1°213-14 and in
1931-32, It will be noted. that in 1913-14 only 16 per cent
of the salaries was paid from public funds, while in 1931~32,
66 per cent came from this source,

State and County officials and citizens in all walks
of life, both €olored and white, bear testimony to the fine
service rendered by.the Jeanes teachers, Their influence
has been effective and far reaching according to persons
most familiar with their work,

Contrary to general opinions, Jeanes teachers are em=
ployed in all the counties of the Southern States where.
the number of Colored schools would warrant their services,

This fact is shown by Table I which lists the number of



counties in the various Southern States and the number
having Jeanes teachers, It also reveals the number of
counties in each State without Jeanes teachers according
to the number of Negro teachers employed in the counties,
In observing the table it is seen that those counties
having ten or more Negro teachers are suggested as poten-
tial fields for the extension of Jeanes work, The fol-
lowing is a table of four hundred and seventy-eight of

these counties:



TABLE I

Counties with and without Jeanes teachers. Data obtained
from office of Jeanes Fund.?

T '1931"" \
! 11032 ! 'Counties without Jeanes Teachers
! 'Coun-"! 1(1930-31) classified according to
! 'ties ! 'no. of Negro teachers employed.
'Total! Jeanes! ! T R 5 . 2 ! o
'Coun-"!Teach-' L v it 110-1'20=-130-"140-"! '
State 'ties 'ers ! ! 11-0119 120 '39 '49 '50 'Total
T
1 o wiads. B e i B bl e S e
Alabee)l A 87 ¥ A5 thmgt i gt Uyuiigr g Ay e 33
1 L) T T 1 T \ e | LM A
Arkensas ' 75 t 18 ! 17' 23! 13! 6! 9! 2' Q! 5t 58
T % 0 3, (¥ i 3  { ] \] 1 T
Florida ' 67 ' 15 ' 15' 1! 14' 22t 4t 1t 3t 7t 5o
) N 5 & M | & L (3K | % T | A F \ ]
Georgia ! 161 ' 32 ! 29! 5! 22! 35! 34! 15' 9! 12' 132
T a0 T \§ ] i3 o ) 6@ T L A
Kentucky ' ' 120 ' ‘10 " 13" 12* @2 13" 0! O!' O' 07107
T ] 1 OB i | 1 5 8 B | 7% N 5
Louisiana ' 264 ' ®18 1219t 0! 5t 9! 11' 5! ! 9t 45
T T ] 1 1 | | & i £ 1 1 b G
Maryland . ' 23 5. %*1g 18005 3¢ Q0! 2t"0" oOf 0O 0O 3
T ¢ FRITT 1 0 1 1 T T 1 \
Mississippl! 82 ' 29 ' 27! O!' 2! 8! 9! 6! Q! 21' 55
1 T T i et ) 8 | ] i 7 ) T T |
Missouri ' 114 ' 4 ' 4t 79! 28' 3t O' O!' O!' O!' 110
1 [ T = | T L 1
NOI‘th ! 1 ! T ] ] : ! ! ] !
Carolina ! 100 ' 39 ! 42! 1' 17' 9' 12' 4' 4' 11' 58
' & 3 H H H i H 1 e | H
Oklahoma Wy =g G152 Ser 13 4t "1t el oy ey
South I I RS S T R S S e S
Carolina ! 46 % 16V QBN OF. 0O' 0O' OF v 1v 26t .28
T T 1 | T A T T \§ 1
Tennessee ' 95 ' 22 t 241 8' 447 T2% VR 1V LYY TSI
#4473 5 T i A B g T |
Texas ! 254 ' 18 ! 19'147' 303 15! 15' 11t 3! 5! 235
| | | & 8 1 4 T § [ & IS R R
Virginia ' 100 ' 61 ' 59! 3' 16' I2F . By A %e 3t oainy
! 7 = 12 1 1 ! ! 1 ! 1
Totel 11445 ' 339 '348'296'325'16 1108' 55' 40111211097

Potential field for further Jeanes work, 478 (Shown in Col-
ums 7 - 11).

' Includes counties in which workers are wholly paid from
public funds.

Parishes instead of counties.

All workers are peild entirely from public funds.
Fifteen colored and 4 white.

Sixteen colored and 4 white.

o s aD

Anna T, Jeanes Foundation, Dr., Wright.




CHAPTER iII
SUPERVISION IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
BEFORE THE JEANES SUPERVISORY PROGRAM BEGAN

From 1921 to 1923, a lady whose name was Miss A, Parish,
carried on a program of Home Demonstration work in lMont-
bomery County which included the schools and communities
of the county, giving demonstrations in handicraft, sewing,
meal preparation, interior decoration, and canning.

She organized Home Demonstration clubs, garden clubs,
and Parent Teachers' Associations in some of the communi-
ties, She made frequent visits to the schools of the county,
and gave health lectures, and demonstrations in meal pre-
paration and table laying.

In 1923, Mrs, Mittie J. Campbell was appointed County
Demonstrator of Montgomery County. Irs. Campbell's work
with a few exceptions, was of the same type as the work
of Miss Parish., She organized 4-H Clubs among school
girls in the rural schools of the couhty and worked with
these girls, | :

Once each year for seven consecutive yeéars, 1923-30,
she took representatives from the various clubs in the
county to the annual short courses held in Prairie View,
Texas, She also carried girls to reprecsent in the Dallas
Fair each year, for four consecutive years,

In the fall of 1230, she went to another county, She
returned to Montgomery County in 1933, and was appointed

Jeanes supervisor of lMontgomery County, but before she began



her activities, she was fatally wounded in an auto wreck,

The writer was not able to get an itemized summary

of the work done by the supervisors in liontgomery County

before the Jeanes Supervisory program began, but the fol-

lowing list of towns and communities will give the reader

an idea of the territory covered by both supervisors.

Towns and rural communities in which demonstrations

were given and club work carried on.

Conroe
Tamina
Keenan
Leonidas
Montgomery
Bobbin
Longstreet

Willis
Mount Zion
Lone Oak
New Home
Danville
Fostoria

Waukegan
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CHAPTER IV
A SURVEY OF FOURTEEN SCHOOLS IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Buildings: =~

The survey included fourteen buildings in Montgomery
County devoted to school purposes for Negroesj; six one=
teacher schools; five two-teacher schools; one three-teach-
er school; one six-teacher school, and one eight-teacher
school, Four schools had terms of nine months; two of
eight months; four schools had terms of eix monthsj; four
schools had terms of seven months, Three of these schools
offered training in high school courses, Namely, lMont-
gomery County (Booker T, Washington Training School), Con-
roe, Texasj Montgomery High School, Montgomery, Texas and
Willis High School, Willis, Texas, Thirteen of these were
school buildings; one was a church building; one was con-
structed of concrete; the remaining thirteen were frame,
The entire fourteen buildings had one story each,

One school had fifteen rooms; one had seven; one had
nine; five had two rooms, and six had six rooms, One
building had fifty-six windowsj; one had thirty-six; one
had twenty-four; six had seven and five had eight, Mlost
of the windows in these buildings were in good condition,

One building had plastered walls; nine had ceiled
walls; four had neither sealed nor plastered walls,

Floors of all school buildings were in very good con-
dition, Only three schools had modern pit type toiletis;
eleven had surface toilets., One school had a shop built
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‘on the grounds; two had canning houses; eleven had nothing
but the school building,

Grounds: -

School grounds for these schools range from one-~half
to five acres, Three school grounds are five acres in
extent; eléven are from one to two acres in extent, and
two are three acres in extent. Only six 6f the fourteen
schools had planted any shrubbery on their grounds, Eleven
schools had wells on the grounds; three secured water

from wells in_nearby neighborhoods,

Equipment and Supplies: =

Only one school owned a fountainj; thirteen had ten
galvanized water buckets, Of the fourteen schools, thirteen
required students to own individual drinking cups.

Two schools had foot-ball, baseball, and basketball
equipment; five had basket ball, and volley ball equipment,
and three had swings and see~-saws, Four schools had no
playground equipment at all, In thirteen schools, lamps
furnished light; in three, electricity was installed; in
thirteen buildings, stoves are used for heating purposes.
One building is Heated with gas., Twelve report sufficient
heat, while two report that heat is not sufficient. :

Benches form major seating facilities in four schools,
and desks form major seating facilities in ten schools.

There are twelve schools without teachers' desk,



Libraries: =

Three schools have librariés with values as fﬁllows:
$350, $100, and $75. Two schools permit students to take
books home for over-night, Eleven schools had no libraries
at all,

The following are some of the most important books
found in some of the libraries: Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary; The Negro in History by WOodsgn, Negro Poetry,
"Up From Slavery," agriculture bulletins, bulletins on
home making, year books in agriculture and supplementary
reading material for grades from one to six,

School boards provide such supplies as crayon and
erasers in the entire fourteen schools, |

Sufficient Supplies Reported by the Fourteen Schools

Under Study: -

Supplies

Writing DoOkS =mmmmmmmmmec— - - all schools
Drawing Dook§ ——=emecememmcncceccen—a— " "
Rulere - S o i e gl i Y "
Crayon ==--- - —— - all schools
laps e ittt - & "
Eragers m=mesmmemmecmmmesemeeeeeee--m--— 311 schools
Flash carde - i vt = "
Water colors =—=-mm———-- CRECSIECSEE I 7 "
1oulding Clay memmmmm—mm———————————— L P n

Scissors = I e G oot oo i sl P



Teaching Personnel: =~

The teaching personnel numbered thirty-four, of which
twenty~-seven were women and seven were men, Three of the
men ﬁere vocational agriculture teachers., One woman was
a Home Economics teacher, Upon inquiring further into
their scholastic training, I found that six were graduates
from colleges, and held Bachelor's Degrees; five were
Jjuniors; one was a freshmanj; sixty-four per cent or twenty-
two had passed the college level in classification., Four
teachers had attended Prairie View and Crockett; two
Houston College; one Wiley; one Bishop; twenty-eight Prairie
View Sta@e College. The last dates of attendance will
show that training is sufficiently modern to serve present
day needs, (See Table II for distribution of teachers

according to the last dates of attendance in summer school,

TABLE II
Last Dates of Summer School Attendance by Montgomery County
Teachers
Year (Summer) Number of Teachers

1936 mmmmmmm e —————— 10

19356 S

1933 7

1934 o PRS-

19338 =~ - 4

1932 - 2
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Pupils: =

It will be seen from Table III that the total scholas-
tic population of the Negro schools of lMontgomery County
Independent Districts, 1934-1935 was four hundred and
eighty-nine; total enrollment - one thousand four hundred
and thirty-five, average daily attendance -~ one thousand
one hundred and twenty-three, In 1935-36, the total
scholastic population was one thousand five hundred and
seventeen; total enrollment - one thousand four hundred
and seventy-nine, average daily attendance one thousand
two hundred and fifty-four,

It will also be seen that the total scholastic popu~
lation, 1934-35 exceeded the scholastiec population, 1935-36
by ninety-three; the total enrollment, 1935-36, exceeded
the total enrollment, 1934-35, bj forty-four; the average
daily attendance of 1935-35 exceeded the average daily
attendance of 1934-35 by one hundred and thirty-one, this
shows an improvement in attendance over a period of two

years., See Table III,



TABLE III

Distribution of Montgomery County Enrollment by Independ-
ent Districts:

10384~35
Scholastic Enrollment Average Daily
Population Attendance
Conroe 489 434 360
Montgomery 473 454 352
Fostoria 77 87 74
Bobbin 101 26 86
Willis 470 364 251
Total 1610 1435 1123
1935~36
Scholasgtic Enrollment Aversge Daily
Population Attendance
Conroe a77 452 371
Montgomery Lol 430 466
Fostoria 72 78 69
Bobbin 106 109 73
Willis 418 360 275
Total 1517 1479 1254
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Fable IV shows that in 1934-35, the scholastic popu~
lation in Conroe Independent District was 30,3% of the
eniire population in the County; the total enrollment -
30.2%; total average daily attend-nce 32%, In liontgomery
the scholastic population was 29,3%; enrollment - 31,6%;
average daily attendance 31,3%, 1In Fostoria, the scholastic
population was 4,7%; enrollment 6%; average daily attendance
- 6%, In Willis, the scholastic population was 29.2%;
enrollment 25,3%; average daily attendance - 22,3%. In
Bobbin, the scholastic population was 6.2%3; enrollment -
6.6%; average daily attendance - 7,6%.

Percentage of Scholastic Population, Enrollment,
and Average Daily Attendance in the Schools in
The Independent Districts - Montgomery County

1934-1235
TABLE IV
Scholastic Enrollment Average Daily
Population Attendance
Conroe 30,3 30,2 32
Montgomery 29,3 31.6 31,3
Fostoria 4,7 6o, 6.
Willis 20,2 25,3 22,3

Bobbin 6.2 6.6 746
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Community Relationship: -

Parent-Teacher Ascsociations were organized in two
communitiee; health clubs in three; in five no community
activities were sponsored at all,

The P.T.A. organizations and the community clubs
held their meeting at the school houses in the respective
communities, In one community, the P,T.A. was sponsored
by a patron of the school with the teacher acting as
supervisor,

In one community patrons assisted in canning products
at school; in two patrons assisted in cooking and serving

hot lunches to the pupils,

Conditions of Homes: =

In six communities, three-fourths of the homes were
in good condition; in four three-fourths of the homes
were in fair conditionj; in four, one-half of the homes
were in poor condition.

In the entire fourteen communities, thirty-five
teachers reported that they made frequent visits to the
homes of patrons. They also reported that suggestions
were given to the owners when visiting these homes, on
the value of improving their homes, Inquiring further into
the matter of the school and community relationship, I
found that on the whole, it was very good. A friendly
spirit seemed to exist between the community and school

throughout the entire county,



Percentage of homes in good, fair, and poor conditions

in fourteen communities of Montgomery County.

Communities Homes Condition
6 75% Good
A 75% Fair

4 50% Poor

i8



CEAPTER V

A SUMMARY OF SOME NEEDS
OF THE FOURTEEN RURAL SCHOOLS
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Upon making this survey it wae discovered that these
fourteen rural schools were in need of the following im-
provements: (1) Better school buildings with adequate
room to care for the precent over-crowded conditions;
buildings that would be sufficiently large enough to in-
clude activity work for the promotion of better health
and increasing scholastic rating and buildings that
would serve well as community centers, (2) Sanitary pit-
type toilets and a store house for fuel were minus at
most schools., (3) Landscaped school grounds that would
add to the aesthetic, moral, religious, health and prac-
tical values of the schools, (4) Sanitary drinking facili-
ties that would not Jeopardize the health of hundreds of
children, (6) Playground equipment that would afford
wholesome recreation for the children both during and
after the school session. Additional supplies, such as,
footballs, basketballs, volley balls, baseballs, croquet,
and nets., (6) Seating facilities for quiet games,y out-
of-door classes in nature study, story hour, etc, and
for lunch hour out-of-doors and picnics after school
hours, (7) School libraries to meet the needs of all
grades that would develop an appreciation for reading



good literature, current news and to satisfy the desire for
jnformation as needed, (8) Professional literature for
teachers that wéuld strengthen them professionally, thus
keeping them informed of modern trends and tides in edu~
cation., (9) Better trained teachers; teachers that would
interest themselves in the needs and interested of their
children and community and build their curriculum around
the samej teachers that would work to develop an appreci=~
ation among boys and girls for their community and create
within them a desire to add needed improvements; teachers
that would be an asset to any community because of schol=-
astic attainment, service and moral example. (10) Com~
munity recreation that would bring additional Jjoy and
happiness to children, men and women of all walks of life,
(11) Better adult education interest that would help men
and women to realize that education is a continous recon-
struction of experiences énd that man never gets too old
to learn more about himself and his world, (12) Better
cooperative spirit in the community that would promote
cooperative marketing, gardening, poultry and other
enterprises, (13) More active Parent-Teacher Associations
that would bring parents and teachers together more fre-
quently to study the nature and neede of the child; to

inform parents of educational changes in methode and

techniques and to chare the responsibilities of building



a better and more beautiful school, that would stand as a
lasting monument of their love and interest for their
children, (14) Revised teaching echedules that would
cut out the numberless short periods ag used by most

teachers; and the addition of the blocking plan.*

* A sample of the blocking method used in schedule builde
ing is included on the following page.

2l
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Improvement, a unit on Health was carried 8ut in the four-
teen schools in question, and much progress was made on
this particular unit along with the work that was being
done in School Plant Improvement and Beautification.

The Health programs began at the opening of the
schools, with health talks and lectures given by the teach-
ers and the County Health Nurse, The nurse also gave
health examinations, weighed, and treated many of the
children who suffered tonsil trouble.,

The Health program was carried over into the homes
through the children and their parents, The children
began to practice better health habite at home and at
school., The parents put in practice many of the lessons
on health that they had learned in the P,T.A and communi-
ty club meets, _

In October many of the projects on health work, such
as health posters made by school children and members of
comminity clubs, were exhibifed at the County Fair. Imn
November a few health plays were given in seven different
schools. '

Instruction en proper feeding was emphasized in
schools and in homes in December. During this aame month,
Christmas seals were put in the hands of every school
child who sold them for the Texas Tuberculoeis Association.

In January, talks were given on communicable diseases,
These lectures were given in the schools and in group meet-

ings of the adults,
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In February and March, Health and Safety Programs
were given in all the schools,

In April, Negro Health Week programs were planned
and carried out in all of the schools and communities,

In May, Special speeches on healthful living were
made by doétors and nurses in connection with the closing

day exercises,

Improvement of Instfuction:-

As a means of improving instruction, county-wide’
teachers' meetings, district teachers! meetings, special
conferences with all the teachers, and individual con-
ferences with teachers were held, These meetings were
usually held at Booker T, Washington (Montgomery County
Training School), Conroe, Texace.

Demonétrations Lecssons were given in each of the
fourteen schools, an§;£he‘work wag followed and checked,
to note,fhé amount of improvement being made.

Tcihhing.Aids:-

Special efforts were.made in helpiﬁg to secure aids,
such as materials for seat work, maps, globes, and books
for the libraries,

The Live-at-Home Program:-

The Live-at-Hbﬁe Program was emphasized and carried
out with the cooperation and assistance of the Home
Economice teacher, Agriculture teacher, farm agent, school

pupils, and the people of the community.
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Methods of Procedures-

Organizations, such as Jeanes clubs, community clubs,
and Parent-Teacher Ascociations were effected and the
type of work that was done by these organizations was car-
ried over into the homee through the school pupils, and
) through the adults who took a part in the program,

Type of work done:=-

Parent-Teacher Associations, and community clubs,
held regular meetings twice each month with the teacher
in that particular community acting as supervisor. The
meetings usually carried along with the literary and busi-
ness aspecte a real program of work, Work, such as demon-
strations in canning, baking, meal preparation, serving
dinners, sewing and art work,

Wherever there was a school garden, the members of
clubs that met at this school would vary the recreation
followed in club work by getting out and actually taking a
part in garden work, such as planting seeds, setting out
plants, and hoeing such plants as were ready to be hoed,

As often as theilr time would permit, the Superintend-
ent, the farm agent, the Agriculture teacher, the Home
Economics teacher, the doctor, and the nurse were invited
to come in by turns and make lectures on vital topics
touching the Live-at-Home Program,

The Agriculture teacher and farm agent gave demon-

strations on canning,
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Poultry raising was discussed in many of ®he meetings
and demonstrations on egg'selection, and culling were given,

Jeanes clubs were usually organized among the girls
and boys with a few exceptions. In three communities,
Jeanes Clubs were organized among the adulte, The activities
carried on among the members of the Jeanes clubs were
similar to those carried on in the Parent-Teacher clubs
and ascociation and Community Clubs,

One special feature of the Jeanes Supervisory pro-
gram was the State Contest on School Plant Improvement
and Beautification which was carried on in eight of the
fourteen schools included in the program - 1934-1235,

One of the schools that participated in the School
Plant and Beautification Contest, (Blackshear Elementary
Rural School}, Conroe Independent District won the third
prize, which was a certificate of honor and a globe to be
used in school work,

The following is an outline of some of the results
obtained from the Contest.

Outline of the Results Obtained From the

Participation of the Eight Schools in the

School Plant Improvement and Beautification

Contest - 1934-1236:

School Plant
I. Exterior
A. Beautification of School yards
1, Effect

a. Arouged civic interecst of teachers
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b. Promoted a spirit of cooperation on part of
pupils in working for ene common cause,

c. Appreciation by children for what they had
worked for,

d, Provided a home like enviromment for the
pupils.

II, Interior Beautification of Interior of Buildings
1, Effect .

a, Gave pupils ideas of interior beautification
to carry over into their own homes.,

b, Taught them lessons on sanitation.
¢, Children, (obtained througﬁ.practice) received
moral, religious, aesthetic and civic values,
Attention is called to the fact that the Jeanes pro-
gram was taken up during the school‘;erm 1936-1937 by lirs,
Lenora Meachum, formerly of Huntsville, Texas, and a gradu-
ate of Prairie View State College,
The program of work was carried out in a similar
way ae it had been carried out in the previous years, Dur-
ing the school term 1936-37 three sets of books were ob-
tained from the Rosenwald Fund for three rural schools.
New playground and classroom equipment have also been se-
cured for three rural schools,
An account of other improvements will be included in
the aggregate report of work accomplished 1934-1937 in-

clusive,
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An Aggregate Report of Some of the Work Accomplished
in Carrying out the Jeanes Supervisory Program with Four-
teen schools 1934 -~ 19353 =

A, Schools and Teachers

1. Number of Negro schools with which Jeanes teacher
worked 14 ,
2, Number one-teacher schoole &,
Number two-teacher schools S .,
Number three-teacher schools 1.
Number six-teacher schools 1.
Number eight teacher schools 1.
3. Number of schools being taugh in church houses noneg

lodge halle none; dwellings none,

4, Number of teachers in public schools of the county
who hold Bachelor®s Degree 63 Master's Degree none.
S. Number of schools that had less than a five-month
term none; only a six-month term none; seven-month
term 9; eight-month term 1; nine-month term 4.
B, lMeans_ of ov nstructions

(Used During 1934-1937)::

1. Number county-wide teachers' meetings held:
Average two each year,

2, Total number teachers present 24; average number
precent 82,3%.

3. Number schools in which meeting with all the
teachere of the school were held 14 ,

4, Conferences were held with individual teachers

at each vieit made by the Supervisor.



D.

E.

5. Number of different schools in which teaching dem~

onstrations were used l1l4.

School Flant rovement
1, Number of schools which participated in the Rosen-

wald School Plant Improvement Contest 1934-35 3;
1935-36 - none; 1936-37 - 3.,

2, Number school houses erected 1934-35 - nonej; 1935-36
- none,

3, Number school houses repaired, painted, or condi-
tioned 1934-37 4.

4, Number pit-type toilets built during 1934-37 12,

5., Number of schools not yet provided with pit-type

toilets none,

6, Number of wells dug on school campuses 1934=-37 4,

7. Number of sanitary drinking arrangements installed
14,

8, Number of school grounde landscaped 8.

9, Number of schools which added reasonably adequate
libraries during 1934-37 S,

Jdeanes Clubs

1., Number of schools which maintain Jeanes Clubs _S5.

2, Number of schools which maintain Jeanes Clubs for

. women of community 2.

Parent-Teacher Association

1. Number of Parent-Teacher Ascociations organized

during 1934-37 8 .

30



F. Miscellaneous Data
1. Number of schools which raised money for school
improvement work during 1934-37 8 ,
Condition of the fourteen'rural schools with
which the Jeanes teacher worked: The schools

as a whole were in fairly good condition,t

l;ast report made by lire, Lenora Meachum, Acting Jeanes
upervisor 1936-37,

31
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CHAPTER VII
EXCERPTS ON RURAL SCHOOL EDUCATION

It is the function of the rural school of today to
re-energize rural communities, not for the purpose of
evening up old scores, but because the power and vigor of
rural manhood and womanhood is needed in American state
and national life, and in the larger part which America
is to play in the affairs of the world,

In order to do this a new type of school organiza-
tion has been created., It is somethigg to be uged; not
an end in iteelf., It requires a leadership of strong
and far-seeing personalitiee that typify in a generous
way the characters we want to develop, It implies in
these leadere and in the people a certain faith in the
fhture, because they know what it is to be., It is based
upon a faith in democratic institutions that admit of
the consideration of no alternative., It carries a con=-
viction that even the most perplexing problems can be
gsolved through collective intelligence and effort, Laset
of all, it stands loyally by the school as an institution
through which the best of the past can be perpetuated and
the needs of the future anticipated.l .

Schools for rural children should be develoﬁed in
terms of the rural life which they are leading and which
they may normally be expected to continue to lead. Their
education shall look in the direction of making them more

1AJ.ma.ch & Bursch -~ The Administration of Consolidated and
Village Schoolg, p. 452




efficient farmers rather than converting them into clerks,
stenographers, and trade workers,2

The Demande of Child and the Deﬁands of Society: -

The nature of the child and the nature of society are
major factors determining the method we use in the educa-
tive process, Our modern method attempts to utilize the
interests and activities of the child after evaluating
them in terms of their social worth, It recognizee that
the activities of the child are not all of equal value,

Some possess much worth and others little., These activi-
ties are evaluated in terms of their social utility; that
isy an activity is appraised in terms of ite worth in
life outside the school.3

The community.center or neighborhood club is an
established institution in many cities, The most common,
and of.course, the most natural meeting place is the school.
Here the people of the community meet at regular intervals
to further their social educational, and political life,

Vany rural communities have realized the importance
of cultiﬁating this community spirit and have made pro-
vigion for ite expression.4

Real education must be based upon experience., Real
teaching must "proceed from the known to the unknown,"
Country life abounde in educational material offering
starting points, and this should be used to the fullest

2Brin. Rural ﬁducation - p. 14,

SFrazier and Armentrout - An Introduction to Educatiom, p.

4M’ueller - Proggessive Trends in Rural Education, (175,
Pp. 322=330,
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extent in the rural schools. Knowledge must be based upon
experience, and practical knowledge comds from exper-ienceé
that are useful, educative, or illuminating - experiences
that change character and life. All country children
should gain a general knowledge of the principles of agri-
culture, home economics, farm mechanics, and farm and
household accounts, They should be familiar with the es-~
sential facts and processes involved in poultry raising,
truck farming, dairying, stock x:aising, or any specialized
phase of farming that is characteristic of their neighbor-
hood, Their knowledge of the local enviromment is basic
to further education., All pupils should have such know-
ledge and habits of community, household, and personal
sanitation as will result in the most healthful rural con-
ditione possible, Furthermore, they need such knowledge
of literature, history and geography as will fit them

for citizenghip in the modern world,®

Teachers Need Vision: -

It is this vision of needs and possibilities, this
sincere desire to serve, that the rural teacher shouid |
bring to the community. It is not td be expected that
every teacher 'who does good work in establishing come form
of community interest will thus win national fame, nor is
it probable that every teacher who earnestly triec to es-
tablish some form of club will succeed in making the move=-

ment permanent, But the teacher who feelg a resp_onsibi-

SBarnes - Rural Schoo ement, p. 3.
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1lity to the community and tries to live up to that responsi-
bility will make the school she teaches a more desirable
one, and will add to her own power and professional stand~-
ing, Such a teacher will leave a better school spirit when
she goes, and will be much more likely to remain in the
same‘schéol for a period of years, held by the facination

of doing vital work and sustained by community cooperation.6

Fealth: - :

The most important function of the school is the
education of the pupils in health and its promotion and
protection, In spite of this having Dbeen long appreciated,
but little has yet been done. The principal, therefore,
is likely to find that he must lay his own plans and devel~
op his own program, FHe will probably direct his efforis
along four or five of the main lines. They are the sur-
vey, or, examination, the improvement of the physical en-
viromment, instruction in‘personal hygiene, physical in-
struction and training and community service,

Néxt.in importance to the physical training instructor
is the school nurese. In welfare she is almost indispensa-

ble.”?

A Few Sensible Health Laws®
1, To eat well, neither too much nor too little

and proper food.

6 Barnes - Rural School Management - p. 216

7 Almack and Dursch - Administration of Consolidated and
Village Schools,y p. 316
8aikens - Health, Recreation and Friendghip Studies in

Ethics for Nurses, Chapter XIX,



2.
3

4,
S,
6,
(£
8,
9.
10,

Not to worry;

To govern one's nerves, and maintain a steady
faith faith in CGodj;

To play often;
To laugh;
To think much of others and little of one's self;

To spend a part of every day in the open airj
To be hopefulj

To love both God and manj

To look on the bright side of life;

To always have some congenial work to do, some

responsibility to carry, and whatever happens
to0 be good-natured,

The Fifteen Rules of Hygieneg

1.
2,
3
4,
5,
G,
T
3,

2.
10,
11,
iz,

Ventilate every room you oCCUpYe

Wear light, loose, and porous clothes,

Seek out of doors occupations and recreations.
Sleep out if you can,

Breathe deeply.

Avoid over-gating and over-weight.

Eat sparingly of meat and eggs.

Eat some hard, some bulky, and some raw foods
each day.

Eat slowly and chew the food well.
Evacuate thoroughly, regularly, and frequently .
Stand, sit, and walk erect,

Do not 2llow poisone and infections to enter the
body.

gLowth-Evegzdgy; Problems of the Country Teacher, p. 43.
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SUMVARY

For the most part, the Negro rural population is
served by the small rural school of one or two teachers,
Thus far this school appears to have made little progress
in recognizing and alleviating the unsatisfactory situa-
tion, The teachers in these schooles are csometimes inade~
quately prepared for teaching. What preparation they
have, too frequently, they do not use so as to avail them~
selves of the abundant recsources of rural life. In order
that the children living on farms and in small communiites
be given equal opportunities.for growth and development,
better trained teachers and necessary educational facili-
ties must be supplied, The Jeanes supervisory teachers
serve as one of the mediums of helping rural teachers and
children,

An attempt has been made in writing this theeis to
state the origin and function of the of the Anna T, Jeanes
Fund; to show by means of Table I how the salaries of the
Jeanes teachers have increased since 1914,

One section of this discourse discusses briefly the
supervisory programs that were carried on in Montgomery
County before the Jeanes Supervisory Program began. These
programe dealt chiefly with demonstration work in the
schools and homes of the rural people. Emphasis was then
laid on the 4-H clubs that were organized among both boys
and girls,
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The reader will notice no doubt the deplorable con-
gition of fourteen mural schools in lontgomery County.
The results rof a survey made in 1936 pointed to dilapidated
and ine;dequaf-e buildings,: a scarcity of equipment and
supplies,. need for campus beautification, need for in-
stallation of adequate library facilities, need for
better tra.inéd teachers and an increasing interest among
the people of the.connmu.xity in their own welfare. The
most pointed need brought forth in the purvey was that
qf comminity leadership, |

The enrollment and average daiiy attendance of the
pupils were givenj Table IIi showe the distribution of
Montgomery County by independent dietricts, 1934-1936
and Table IV shows the percentage of escholastic popula~-
tion, enrollment and aVerage daily attendance 1934-1935.

The Jeanes Supervisory Program of lontgomery County
1934-36 has emphasized four major objectives: (1) the
live-at-home program, (2) school plant beautification,
(3) health and (4) the improvement of instructiom.

This program is still in its init.ia}l stage but
gradual improvements are beginning to I?e geen. It is the
hope of the supervisor that through the fine cooperation
of the county superintendent and an inereasing interest

392

in community welfare among teachers that lMontgomery County

will fall into the ranking linee of other progreseive

counties of Texas within a few years and that every Negro



girl and boy will be encouraged to at least remain in
school until he has received that type of information that
will enable him to earn a living; to live better than his
parents; to work and enjoy the beautiful thinge in 1ife
during his leisure hours,

Emily Dickinson has well expresced the sentiments
of the writer in the following verse:

"If T can stop one heart from bresking
I chall not live in vainj
If I can eace one life the aching
Or cool one pain :
Or help one fainting robin into his
Nest again,

I shall not live in vain,"

FINIS
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