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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Nature and Purpose of the Survey 

This survey was conducted for the purpose of determining 

whether or not the parents in Mexia Colored School District approved 

of the modem teacher and the school system as it was "being practiced 

in this township in 1950. It was "believed that certain questions 

could be answered by the parents which would lead to a better under** 

standing of the school problems of today concerning the teacher and 

parent. A secondary purpose of this survey was to obtain many sug

gestions from parents which would be helpful in making the school 

system a greater success than it had previously been. 

Reason for Selection of the Topic 

The writer was made to feel the importance of such a survey by 

facts and data presented in a magazine article entitled, "Recent Educa

tion Survey Reflects New Attitude of Parents Toward School Program and 

the Teacher."^" The question which this article suggested was: Would a 

survey similar to this one reflect new attitudes of the parents of 

Mexia Colored School District toward the school and teacher? In this 

study an attempt was made to determine whether or not the parents of 

the township were satisfied with the school system of 1950* 

Ivins, L. S., The Peabody Reflector and Alumni News. 12:90-9*+. 
March, 19U9. 
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Review of Previous Studies 

A. P. Kephart stated in a magazine article that his reason for 

mnlHng such a survey was that the parent migfrt give some information 
2 as to his ideas of the teacher which might prove very beneficial. 

Ten characteristics of the teacher were listed as follows: (1) charac

ter; (2) patience; (3) kindness; (H) sincerity; (5) teaching skill; 

(6) discipline; (7) thorou^iness; (8) tact; (9) sense of humor; and 

(10) sociability. 

A national survey was made in 19*& and l9*+8 by the Defiance 

College Department of Education under the direction of Lester S. Ivins 

as head of the department. This survey showed the new attitude of 

parents toward the school program and toward the teacher. Question

naires were sent to parents from all walks of life in the different in

come groups, and in all parts of the United States. The 19^8 results 

were even more convincing than those of 19^ in showing the desire of 

the parents of the nation for greater opportunities in religious train

ing in the public schools that would improve the ethical and moral be

havior of their children. The parents thought that the school adminis

tration should receive more suggestions from parents when revising 

courses of study. They also felt that the teacher should have a four -

year college education. 

The outstanding difference between the answers received in 19^h 

and 19^8 reflected a decided change in favor of a stronger program of 

A. P., "What Kind of a Teacher," American School Board 
Journal. U7-h8, March, 1932. 
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religious education for the public school children. The parents ex

pected the teacher to give more attention to the type of training that 

would instill better manners in the children, that would improve the 

moral standards which exist in many communities, and that would give 

the children training in common sense ethics. 

Further comment included the suggestion that child guidance 

clinics should be a part of the public school set-up for assistance in 

dealing with moral problems of the children. 

The survey of 19U8 was intended to be a check upon the 19^ 

survey. 

Limitations of This Survey 

This survey was limited, since only the Mexia Colored School 

District was sampled. The larger proportion of the questionnaires was 

indirectly delivered to the parents through the principals and children 

of the township schools. The remaining ones were taken care of by 

personal and group interviews. The 150 questionnaires returned con

stitute 85 P®*" cent of those sent out. 

Although the two schools of Mexia Colored School District repre

sented two types, namely, semi-rural and small community, the opinions 

of the parents were very much the same. 

Procedure 

The material used in making this study was secured by means of 

the questionnaire and personal interview methods as stated in the pre

ceding topic. Approximately 10 per cent of the parents were inter

viewed individually or in a group; the remaining 90 per cent received 
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their questionnaires through the schools which their children attended. 

Through the gracious cooperation of Mr. E. Washington, principal of 

Dunbar Grade-High School, the questionnaires were first distributed 

among the children of that school. One questionnaire was sent to each 

family through the oldest child in school. Following this, the papers 

were given to children in the Dunbar and Douglas Schools who did not 

have older brothers or sisters in Dunbar High School or in their re

spective schools. Several families were represented in more than one 

school. The opinions of these parents were tabulated under the name 

of the school in which the larger number of their children were en

rolled. Of the total number of questionnaires sent out at each school, 

approximately S6 per cent were returned at Dunbar High School, SO per 

cent at Douglas School. 

The principals of the schools collected the returned question

naires and gave them to the author of this thesis. The information ob

tained from these papers was tabulated in per cents or in number for 

each school. 
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CHAPTER II 

PRESENTATION OP DATA 

Pamily Background. 

Occupation of parents. The occupatio ns of the parents were found 

to he so varied and so numerous that no significant relationship could 

he established between these occupations and the parent's opinion. The 

per cent of parents in various occupational groups in listed in Table II. 

Number of children. Table III shows, by percentages, the number 
v 

of children in families who lived in the two different school districts. 

In a similar manner, Table IV shows the number of children of families 

living in the two school districts who attended school. 

Schools the children attended. All children of school age in 

Mexia Colored School District who were mentally and physically able at

tended one of the two following schools: Dunbar Grade-High School, and 

Douglas School. The location of these schools is shown on the map of 

Limestone County in Table I. 

Social Life of Parents 

Visiting the school. Table V shows the percentages of parents in 

various ten-year groups (1) who frequently attended the school activi

ties, (2) who felt free to visit the school at any time, and (3) who ac

cepted special invitations to observe regular school work. The table 

makes apparent the fact that the parents felt free to visit the school 

at any time, even though they did not have the opportunity to visit. 

Several factors entered into the explanation of why they did not attend. 
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During "Visiting Week", invitations were sent to the parents of 

the Consolidated School, resulting in U65 classroom visitations during 

the week of November fifth to twelfth, 19^9. inclusive. This showed 

that parents felt free to visit the school, were very much interested 

in their children's work, and did attend when special invitations were 

sent to them. Some parents expressed their desire to attend, but had 

no means of transportation. 

Physical Aspects of the School 

Parents who preferred a school with gymnasium and auditorium. An 

examination of the data presented in Table VI shows that llU of 125 

parents of Mexla Colored School District preferred the gymnasium and 

auditorium in the school. One mother of the Douglas School District 

stated that if there were a gymnasium in the school, an auditorium was 

unnecessary. 

Some of the remarks made by the parents in favor of the gymnasium 

and auditorium were: 

1. Physical education makes strong bodies. 

2. Physical education is healthfta.1 and gives the shildren 
more exercise. 

3. Children enjoy school more. 

Promotes interest in school and in other pupils 

5. Promotes interest in sports 

6. Makes the schools more united 

7. Physical education and athletics have their places in 
the school just as the other subjects which are taught. 
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8. Develops the child physically and mentally. 

9. Keeps hoys in schools. 

10. She gymnasium is a place for recreation. 

11. A gymnasium and auditorium help the school to keep 
the parents growing and progressing with their children. 
Children soon outgrow their parents if the parents do not 
keep up. 

12. Encourages the social life "built around the school.* 

An interesting remark made by a parent of the Dunbar School was, 

"Plays given in the auditorium often bring out talents that might 

otherwise never be discovered." 

Douglas School did not have a gymnasium and auditorium, and con

sequently the parents did not know so well the value of these. Five of 

the 11 parents in the different school districts who did not prefer a 

symnasium in the school expressed the reasons for their objections. 

The parents' statements were as follows: 

1. It is all nonsense. 

2. It is too much expense on poor people. 

3. When I was a boy, we played on the cinders. Let the 
boys do that now. 

M-. Too much ungodliness; I do not like the gymnasium 
suits. I believe in covering ourselves with clothes. 

5. I do not believe in making children take showers in 
the presence of one another. 

Grammatical arrors have been corrected by the writer; however, 
changes were avoided where possible, in order to preserve the parent's 
own wording. 



Several factors entering into these statements were education, 

salary, age, and school visitations. The parent who stated that the 

gymnasium was "all nonsense" would probably have a broader view of the 

subject if he were a grade school graduate. If the parent who made the 

second statement had worked at a job paying hi^ier wages, he probably 

would not have thought that the gymnasium was too expensive. He would 

have seen the educational value more clearly instead of making a major 

issue of the financial drawback. The third statement was made by a 

parent 79 years old. If he were younger, he would probably have in

terpreted the modern school facilities in a different way. This parent 

expressed the only opinion in disapproval of a gymnasium which was in

fluenced by age. If the parents who disapproved of the gymnasium 

suits and the showers had visited the school and seen how the lessons 

and showers were conducted and supervised, they would probably have be

come less narrow-minded. They would have seen the physical, social, 

and moral value of this phase of education. 

Distance of the school from the home. The distances that the 

children traveled in going to and coming from the schools varied from 

a few feet to approximately ten miles. The percentage of these distances 

is shown in Table VII. All the children walked to and from the Douglas 

School; approximately 72 per cent of the children walked to and from 

the Dunbar School. 

Location, condition, and playground space of school. Table VIII 

makes apparent the fact that the parents were very well satisfied with 

the location of the schools, the condition in which they were maintained, 
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and the amount of playground space provided for the children. The 

criticisms of the parents of the Douglas School were directed at the 

heating plant. The school was in need of a furnace and o ther modem 

conveniences. 

Curriculum 

Revision of the curriculum. Only 33 per cent of the parents 

represented in the two schools thought the course of study should "be 

revised to provide for other Instruction than that given. This indi

cated that the majority of the parents of Mexia Colored School District 

were satisfied with the curriculum. 

One parent, a college graduate, made this remark: 

I think the schools are doing a fine piece of work in 
the variety of good things they offer the children, hut 
there is a definite weakness in the way English and grammar 
are presented. Perhaps the old-fashioned methods in this 
field were of real value after all. 

A parent who had received training in a business college, hut not 

a graduate made this remark: 

A course in behavior, showing both boys and girls how 
to approach an employer and how to act in public should he 
added to the curriculum. This is partly taken care of, hut 
I think more stress should be placed on eveiy day etiquette, 
so that boys and girls would be able to overcome embarrass
ment and put their best foot forward. To be at ease with 
our superiors is half of the battle. 

In the comments that follow, it is evident that the parents who 

were not satisfied with the curriculum thought religion should be made 

a part of school teachings. Several parents would have added new sub

jects, or dropped subjects taught, for moral, religious, or educational 

reasons. These parents who wrote suggestions or criticisms said: 
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1. Way don't we have Bible study in the school for our 
future American citizens! Protestant schools, especially, 
should teach the pupils about the Bible, if only a half an 
hour a day. 

2. I think there should be time for some kind of Bible 
study during the day. Teach the children the Lord's Prayer. 

3. Sewing and cooking should be added, especially for 
our children in the Douglas School whose mothers and fathers 
haven't the education themselves to prepare the child for 
his place in the world. 

4. I think that a foreign language, Spanish or French, 
should be taught. 

5. Just now the curriculum seems to be adequate. 

6. I think that the children have every course that is 
needed in common life for their future. 

The high school or college graduates felt that subjects that would 

enrich the curriculum should be added, while the parente who had not at

tended college or high school wanted to add religion or the Bible study 

as a subject and eliminate other subjects, such as physical education 

and the public showers. 

The following question, taken from the publications of the Educa

tional Policies Commission, explains why religion cannot be taught in 

the public schools of Americas 

One of the greatest achievements of our democracy has 
been the establishment of freedom of religious belief. There 
isa distinct prohibition against the compulsory support of 
religion through taxation. There is no restraint upon the 
holding of particular religious beliefs or their exoressions. 
The ideal of complete religious freedom necessarily involves 
the seculatization of the tax-supported schools. Even the 
reading of the Bible and the reciting of the Lord's Prayer as 

? exercise in the schools is properly interpreted as op
posed to the guarantee of religious freedom. Any type of 

J f ? 3  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  m a y  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  
A taxpayers as the enforced support of the particular 
eligious doctrine that is represented. Constitutions, court 
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decisions, and legislative enactments definitely point to the 
conclusion, namely, that religious liberty can be maintained 
only on the basis of complete separation of church and state. 
This political doctrine should not be interpreted as anti-
religious. Those who adhere most firmly to it recognize the 
desirability of providing religious education in homes and in 
churches. No one would deny to the parents the acceptance of 
their obligations to provide religious education for their 
children. Most of our citizens would urge that thie education 
be provided by the home and by the church while leaving to the 
school system secular education.2 

Current school subjects. Less than ten per cent of the parents 

preferred the old method of teaching the three "S1sB only. The follow

ing list shows the per cent of the parents who preferred the current 

school subjects and activities: Dunbar, 93»** Pe* cent; Douglas, 90.0 

per cent. The parents, as well as the teachers, were beginning to see 

that education should develop not only the mental capacities but should 

also develop the child physically, morally, socially, and in every way 

prepare him for his future life. Children learned not only reading, 

writing, and arithmetic, but tinder the current curriculum they learned 

by doing, to know by observing, learn by listening, develop their bodies 

as well as their minds, and receive an all-round education; and that is 

what the parents wanted them to do. 

Motion pictures and radio in the curriculum. Parents of the Mexia 

Colored School District were beginning to see that the motion pictures 

had a place in the school curriculum. The Dunbar School had motion 

pictures in the auditorium bimonthly during the school years of 19^8 to 

1950, inclusive. The children of the Dunbar School, as well as the 

Educational Policies Commission, The Structure and Administration of 
Education in American Democracy. Washington, D. C: National Education 
Association of the United States, October, 1938, pp. 123-2^. 
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teachers, stayed in the auditorium after school hours to see the 

pictures which were shown. Through the courtesy and cooperation of 

Mr. Washington, principal of Dunbar School, the children of Douglas 

School saw the pictures occasionally. 

It mi^it "be well to state, as an indication of the parents' ap

proval of motion pictures as a school activity, that 107 children of 

the total enrollment of 13^ were taken as a group to see the Walt Disney 

production, "Pinoechio", April 18, 19U9, during its run at the Orpham 

Theatre in Mexia. On the following day, approximately 80 per cent of 

the seventh grade attended the theatre of Mexia, where they sew the 

historical production, "Young Tom Edison". The parents of these chil

dren showed their approval of the motion pictures as school activities 

"by sending their children in these groups. 

Many parents had radios in their homes, and knew the pleasures and 

social and educational value they derived from listening to good programs 

broadcast by radio; therefore, it was not difficult for them to realize 

the desirability of making available radios in the schools, through 

which the children could listen to good programs. The parents expressed 

their approval of radio as an activity in the school by their replies to 

the question concerning this in the questionnaire. The information 

which was obtained from these replies is tabulated in Table IX. 

Vocational subjects in the curriculum. Parents of the Mexia 

Colored School District were like all other parents, enthusiastic about 

the opportunities which their children had as compared with the limited 

curriculum of their own school days, without neglecting the "good old 
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fundamentals", or, one mig£it say, the three "R's". The elementary 

school had found ways and means to supplement academic studies with 

vocational work. 

The average percentages of parents who approved of the five dif

ferent vocational subjects included in the questionnaire were as follows: 

home economics, 95«2 per cent; Handwork, 93*9 Per cent; shopwork, 93.5 

per cent; and agriculture, 90.5 Per cent. Table X shows the per cent 

of parents who approved of each of these vocational subjects. 

Vocational guidance in the curriculum. Most parents apparently 

felt that the children should be taught as to direct them in choosing 

an occupation after they had finished school. One parent in the Dunbar 

School stated that more time should be given to the thought and train

ing toward some trade or business. She also added, "We wait too long 

to prepare the child for his life work in a trade or business." 

Parents desired vocational guidance for their children so that they 

would have some definite idea about what they wanted to do in their 

future life and would be skilled in doing this. The percentages of parents 

who expressed their desire for vocational guidance in the school were: 

Dunbar, 100 per cent; Douglas, 93.8 per cent. 

Extra-currlcula vocational work. One hundred per cent of the 

parents answered that they thought the children should be allowed to use 

the gymnasium on Saturdays, and 100 per cent favored student use of the 

library on Saturdays. This proved that the parents approved of the li

brary remaining open on Saturdays for the use of the children. None of 

the school departments of the Mexia Colored School District schools had 
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ever "been open for use "by the students on Saturdays except on special 

occasions, and the parents, therefore, probably did not realize the ad

vantages which their children would receive from this method of teaching 

iy doing. There were several points which should be considered in re

lation to this problem. Some of the children lived so far from the 

school that bus provisions, with the extra cost to the taxpayers, would 

have to be ade; others were needed at home to help their parents; end 

parents of the other children felt that they needed to rest on Saturdays. 

The opinions of the parents are shown in Table XI. 

Moat important purpose of the school. Table XII shows the per cent 

of parents who felt that the major purpose of the school was one of the 

following points; 

1. To make good American citizens of the children. 

2. To prepare the children for their later life. 

3. To teach them proper respect for law and order. 

H. To teach the children the three "R's". 

The information contained in this table shows that the parents 

were aware of the fact that children not only need an education in aca

demic subjects, but also need one which prepared them physically, social

ly, morally, and in all ways that will equip them for their places in 

society. 

A few statements of parents concerning the most important pur

poses of the school were: 

I. I think the most important purpose of the school is 
to train the child for a more complete life. 

2. To establish ideals and ambitions. 
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3. To train children for useful living and good citizen
ship. 

4-. To fit pupils for life after school age. 

5. To make good American Citizens. 

6. Book learning and team work. 

7. Education and play. 

g. To fit children to meet life's problems successfully. 

9. General education. 

10. To prepare students for a better and finer life and 
to help in choosing a student's life work. 

Since 28.5 per cent of the parents answered the question with the 

rather general term "education", there remained 71*5 per cent of those 

parents who expressed themselves definitely. It was difficult to ex

plain what the parents meant by the term "education", but the 71.5 per 

cent of definite answers was sufficient to show that trend of opinion 

on education was toward a more comprehensive and less narrowed curricu

lum. 

Importance of different types of lessons. Approximately ^-0 per 

cent of the parents write that the four types of lessons listed were, in 

their opinion, all of greatest importance and did not discreminate among 

them. A few of the parents checked only the ones which they thought were 

of the greatest importance and did not indicate their opinion concerning 

the remaining ones. The parents seemed to favor the teaching of the fol

lowing lessons: lessons that teach the balue of good character; ones 

that impress the value of cooperation; and ones that teach beauty in 

everyday life. The parents' opinions are indicated by percentages in 

Table XIII. 
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Teacher 

Teacher18 recreation. Since so many parents wrote in the af

firmative, it may be definitely stated that they felt that the teacher 

should have some recreation. The parents of the different schools 

answered affirmatively according to the following percentages: Douglas, 

100 per cent and Dunbar, 98.2 per cent. The majority of the parents 

thought that the teacher should not have papers to grade, lessons to 

plan, et cetera, at ni^it. This was shown by the following percentages 

of parents answers: Dunbar, 98.2 per cent and Douglas, 100 per cent. 

Several interesting remarks made by the parents on this topic 

were: 

1. If a good teacher, she will arrange her work and 
complete it. I am not in favor of home work at night. 

2. Too many teachers take their work too seriously 
and they do not treat children kindly if they do not get 
any recreation. 

3. I think they should work only while at school and 
if they need help, obtain it elsewhere. 

ty. A teacher should not have other things to do per
taining to school after school hours, except for meetings, 
occasionally a party, et cetera. 

Married women teachers. There was a very noticable difference in 

the percentage of Mexia township parents who favored married women 

teaching in comparison with the percentage of Fayette County obtained 

by Miss Maize Elliott in 195+3.3 

. Maize J.. A Survey of Parents Opinions Concerning the 
Qualifications of Teachers (unpublished Master's Thesis, Indiana State 
Teachers College, Terre Haute, Indiana, 19M+) 
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Although there were several good statements in favor of the 

married woman teaching, Table XIV shows that the majority of parents 

did not feel that qualifications, physical health, mental health, per

sonality, and efficiency were more important than whether or not the 

teacher was married. The table also shows the percentages of parents 

in the different school districts who believed it satisfactory for a 

woman to continue teaching if she married during the school year and 

for a married woman teacher to have children. Since these percentages 

ranged from 98.2 per cent to 100 per cent, the data was considered to 

be of great importance. 

Teacher's dress. Approximately 75 per cent of the parents thought 

that the teachers should be be modern in dress. Some parents stated 

that they should not go to extremes in styles, and that they should not 

be old-fashioned; they should use good common judgment. One parent 

stated that so long as the teacher was neat and clean the style did not 

matter so much. Practically 95 P®r cent of the parents checked the 

word "yes" without comment. 

Teacher's salary. About five per cent of the parents did not 

answer this question, stating that they were not well enough informed to 

feel justified in passing their opinions. Of those who did answer, 29.3 

per cent said that the salary was too low, and 70.7 per cent said that 

the salary wa3 about right. This showed that the majority thought that 

the teacher's salary was sufficient compensation for the duties she per

formed. An interesting note from one parent, who believed that the 

teacher's salary was not adequate, read: 
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The teacher's salary is not nearly adequate. When our 
young people graduate from high school, how many really want 
to "become teachers? Uot veiy many. The most gifted turn to 
engineering, accounting, et cetera. Why do they belittle 
the teaching profession? The main reason for this is the 
poor salary. Which is more important to the future of 
America, good minds or bridges? If a teacher really keeps 
up, he should go to school or work at something during 
vacation to improve his teaching and this costs. 

This parent was a housewife and had three children. Two of the 

children were in the Dunbar School and one was in Tillotson College. 

Approximately 71 per cent of the parents of all of the school 

districts agreed that the teacher's salary was about as it should "be 

and was adequate compensation for his work. 

Politics in the hiring of the teacher. Ar>proximately 99 per cent 

of the parents of the township believed that politics should not enter 

into the hiring of the teacher. This high percentage proved that the 

parents wanted the school to remain free of political entanglements and 

affairs. One father placed two crosses in the parenthesis preceding 

the negative answer as an emphatic reply, and another wrote, "absolute

ly not." 

About 99 per cent of the parents thought that the teacher should 

vote with the same freedom as any other citizen. They seemed to feel 

that voting was one of a teachers privileges, and that he should make 

use of it. The information upon which the above conclusions were based 

is given in Table XV. 

?ype of teacher whom parents preferred. About 19 per cent of the 

parents preferred the old-fashioned, strict teacher, and 81 per cent 

preferred a teacher who allowed more freedom in discipline. The parents 
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who preferred the antiquated method of teaching the three "E's" did 

not think that married women should teach, did not prefer a school with 

a gymnasium, and did not visit the school during regular school hours 

nor attend extra-curricular activities. It was easily seen why these 

parents preferred this type of teacher. If they were to visit the 

schools and see the advantages and opportunities which the children had 

in the modern school that were absent in the school of 25 years ago, 

they probably would change their views of these improvements and op

portunities. 

Only 19 per cent of the parents preferred the strict teacher; the 

remaining 81 per cent favored, in large part, the teacher who was lib

eral in problems of discipline but did not go to extremes. An examina

tion of Table X7I will show that the parents did not care to revert to 

the teacher who maintains strict, almost military discipline; the type 

of teacher that was considered essential to successful teaching 25 

years ago. 

Social actlvities of the teacher. Five questions were considered 

under this topic, four of which pertained to the church. The parents 

gave many combinations of replies, but 15 per cent of them seemed to 

consider these questions as ones personal to the teacher, stating that 

the individual should do as he desired in relation to the subject. 

Table XVII lists the percentages of those parents who were in favor of 

each point. 

Characteristics of the teacher. The answers of the narents to this 

topic paralleled their answers to the type of lessons they thought 

should be tau^it in the school. 
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Approximately 90 per cent of the parents said that all of the 

characteristics listed were necessary ones which the teacher should 

possess. The remaining parents seemed to feel that the following 

characteristics should he a part of the teacher's make-up: 

1. One who commands the respect of the pupils and of 
the community hy the life he leads 

2. One who teaches the value of a good, moral character, 
good health, and good citizenship 

3. One who stands for honest and thorough work hy the 
pupils 

4. One who teaches his pupils respect for the church 
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CHAPTER III 

SUMMARY 

As was stated in the opening pages of this thesis, the primary 

purpose was to determine whether or not the parents of Mexia approved 

of the modern teacher and the school system that was "being used in the 

town. By summing up the most important points in the thesis, it was 

made evident that the parents of the town did approve of the modern 

teacher and school system. 

If one really desires to learn vhat parents expect of the school, 

one must consult them. This does not mean consulting just a few parents 

of some select group, but it means questioning parents from all sections 

of the town, parents of all age groupings, parents of various degrees of 

education, and of different degrees of economic status. One very useful 

means of contacting parents is that of the questionnaire; and since this 

method seemed most practicable for the purposes of the writer, it was 

used in order to obtain the data on which this thesis was based. The 

parents and teachers of the town gave willing cooperation in the answer

ing and issuing and collecting of the questionnaires. 
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Physical aspects of the school 

Very few parents will seriously contend that the one-room school 

with its almost total lack of facilities for health and comfort, and 

with its over-worked and under-trained teacher, is superior to the 

modern school. The taxpayers have learned that, comparatively, the 

low-standard school is an expensive school. As a result, there has 

been an abandonment of all the one-room schools in Mexia and the erec

tion of Dunbar Grade and Higfr School and of the Douglas Elementary 

School. These two schools had a capacity sufficient to provide for 

the education of all the children in all sections of the town. 

There seemingly was a marked change in attitude on the part of 

the parents towards the schools during the few years brfore 1950 in 

Mexia. Possibly this was the result of wider educational experience. 

These parents were enthusiastic about the opportunities which their 

children had as compared with the limited opportunities of their own 

school days. Thpy wanted their children to have the privileges of 

gymnasiums, auditoriums, libraries, shop rooms, et cetera. 

Democracy is based on education, and progress in democracy must 

be based on progress in education. The little red school house of the 

horse-and-buggy days would no more satisfy the parents of Mexia than 

it would the general public of the nation. 

Curriculum 

The parents, vho preferred the modern curriculum rather than the 

three "R's", realized that the curriculum was based upon two important 

considerations: 
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1. What was recognized as logical and essential in 
child society 

2. What was recognized as logical and essential in 
modem adult society 

The interests of "both adults and children should he considered in 

the preparation of the curriculum. Minimum essentials in education in 

1950 went far "beyond the traditional three "It's", and everywhere in 

Mexia were seen evidences of the scarifices in time and money by persons 

who believed in good schools-to provide such worthwhile experiences as 

those derived from athletics, health education, travel, music, libraries, 

et cetera. 

Schools will continue to strive to supplement, aid, and 
inspire the homes that are built. They will demonstrate more 
efficient techniques, try to develop life interests, so that 
leisure will be used more richly, will attempt to broaden 
visions and a sense of obligation to society, their aim. 
They will become increasingly sensitive to adult-felt needs. 

There was a better understanding by 1950 of individual differences, 

and with it had come the realization that it is not possible to educate 

beyond the levels established by nature in the individual. Children dif

fer in ability, aptitude, probable career (educational and vocational)t 

social status, habits of work, race, health, intellectual development, 

nationality, economic status, moral atmosphere, and in numerous other 

ways. The teacher should recognize these differences and provide such 

activities that will utilize the social instinct and the integrating 

factors important in establishing a common basis of feelings, aspira

tions, and ideals essential in a democracy. 

"Report of the Educational Policies Commission," Rational Parent 
Teacher, March, I9I1O, p. 19. 
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Equalization of opportunity is a democratic ideal of which the 

parents of the Dunbar School were obviously desirous. The teacher 

should recognize equalization of opportunity, whether the student is 

notably dull, studious, clever, timid, et cetera. 

This realization of individual differences and attempt at equali

zation of opportunity helped in bringing about programs broad enough to 

accommodate a variety of individual differences. This broadening of the 

program, which the Mexia parents desired, had been initiated in the town 

with handwork, sewing, cooking, physical education, visual education, 

agriculture, et cetera, along with the academic subjects. 

Progressive schools should change carefully and scientifically if 

they are to improve. They not only should keep up with this generation 

but they should be ahead of it, for they are training children to cope 

with the world of tomorrow. The school of Mexia had improved its or

ganizations, curricula, methods, and above all, the personnel. The 

curriculum had been both simplified and enriched and it will undergo more 

changes if and when secondary education reaches the 30 or UO per cent of 

the boys and girls of secondary age who were not in high school in 1950. 

Educational development in the elementary school was accelerated 

by its early acceptance of the results of scientific experimentation in 

such common subjects as spelling, reading, arithmetic, and penmanship. 

Here are found the beginnings of the objective study of educational prob

lems which have produced such fundamental changes in curriculum, content, 

organization, and method. Then one considers what changes have been made 

in studying spelling since the days when he learned lists of useless and 

strange words from the spelling books, he has to admit progress. 
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Closely associated with the scientific movement is the advance in 

the understanding of child nature and the learning process. Educational 

psychology has helped the teacher to understand more objectively the 

limitations and the possibilities of his pupils. The elementary school 

has made much use of the contributions of the psychologists and has re-

reganized and changed its curriculum content and methods of teaching in 

the li^tit of this knowledge. In the primary grades unbelievable progress 

has been made. When one compares these grades with those of a half cen

tury ago, the results seem almost miraculous. Hot only are the textbooks 

and reading materials improved, but methods of teaching have been cor

respondingly developed. 

Parents of Mexla were intensely interested in these newer methods, 

reorganized curricula, and extended content—which was shown ty their 

frequent visits to the regular classroom lessons. 

Teacher 

Teacher's health. The importance of the teacher's health in the 

school room was made known by a large majority of the parents. Only one 

parent considered it a minor factor. The one most directly and vitally 

concerned with the problem of teacher health is the teacher himself. 

His health may have serious relationships end consequences for others; 

it does have these consequences for the teacher. Ill health often means 

to him a partial or total loss of income for a period of time. Under

mining effects of minor ailments sap the teacher's vitality end lower 

his personal efficiency, thus preventing his attaining the full measure 

of success of which he is inderently capable. Some parents felt that 
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personality, intelligence, social integrity, and moral integrity de

pended to some extent upon one's level of vitality. Good health is es

sential to success and enjoyment in teaching. The parents felt that in 

daily contact with vigorous "boys and girls, the successful teacher should 

be physically and mentally fit to react to their high spirits. Academic 

qualifications alone were not sufficient. 

With that personal magnetism which is born of surplus 
vitality, the teacher otherwise adequately prepared can 
scarcely rise above mediocrity.2 

Married women teaching. The parents seemed to be evenly divided 

in their opinions on this question. However, only kj per cent of the 

parents who answered approved of a married woman teaching if her hus

band was working. 

It seemed that the larger proportion of the parents were satisfied 

with married women teachers as long as they were efficient, both physi

cally and mentally, and performed their duties successfully. If the 

married woman did not perform her school duties efficiently because of 

her home duties, the parents preferred the unmarried woman teacher. Both 

criticisms and compliments were received with the questionnaires, but the 

criticisms were in a small minority. 

When women give of themselves generously, their homes and children 

benefit even more than society. Nothing so stimulates a child as parents 

2 "Pit to Teach", Ninth Yearbook, 1938, Journal of the National Educa
tion Association. Department of Classroom Teachers, p. 11 
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who achieve some eminence in thinking and doing. Parents whose vision 

is not "bounded "by the four walls of the home attract others vhose 

interests are "broad. 

Marriage does not take away the qualities of the teaching power; 

the married woman seeks the ultimate goal in teaching just as the one 

who is not married; then why should the married woman teacher be barred 

from the work she enjoysT 

Types of teachers. Rigid and military organization has been re

placed by a flexible and informal order. Table XVI reveals the in

formation that the majority of the parents of Mexia desired this change 

and were satisfied with the disappearance of the strict teacher. Con

trol is no longer imposed without reason, end blind obediance is no 

longer a virtue. The days of "lickin* and larnin,s belong to ancient 

history. Discipline is present, but it is the self-imposed discipline 

of a democratic society. When each child is busy in activities in which 

he is actually interested, the discipline problem becomes a minor factor. 

The basic thing in discipline is to secure the whole-hearted interest of 

the pupils. After that is attained, the rest is easy and there is no 

need for the old-fashioned, strict teacher. Firmness and fairness 

coupled with sympathetic understanding and tactfulness of the teacher, 

go a long way toward assuring a well-disciplined classroom of children. 

A few parents preferred the old-time, strict teacher, but the number was 

so small that it was insignificant. If in former days when discipline 

was a major problem there had been shop work, home economics, et cetera, 

subjects in which the children learned to do by doing, the children 



would have been so interested that there probably would have been no 

need for the strict teacher. Discipline would have becoiae a minor factor. 

Social activities of the teacher. The parents were very consid

erate in their answers to the questions, "Should a teacher play cards?" 

and, "Should a teacher attend movies?" Most parents believed that these 

were the teacher's personal rights and that he should decide for himself. 

Parents realized that the teacher was a human being rather than an ef

ficient machine or someone aloft from their own community. Nothing helps 

the teacher more in doing his work cheerfully than knowing that he is 

being treated fairly and given the same consideration as any other citi

zen. Teachers do not have an excessive amount of time to play cards, at

tend movies, dance, et cetera, since they must keep up-to-date profes

sionally, participate as a normal person in community life and church 

life, end enjoy the ordinary recreational and cultural activities which 

enter into balanced and wholesome living. 

Characteristics of a teacher. The parents apparently were of the 

opinion that of the characteristics listed in the questionnaire, the fol

lowing four were the ones of utmost importance: 

1. One who commands the respect of the pupils and the com
munity by the life he leads 

2. One who teaches the value of a good moral character, 
good health, and good citizenship 

3. One who stands for honest and thorough work by the 
pupils 

One who teaches his pupils the proper respect for 
the church 
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Conclusion 

Better "buildings, playgrounds, equipment, libraries, shops, 

laboratories, more qualified teachers, enriched curricula, administra

tive organizations, and an extended school year, were evidences of 

progress in Mexia made possible by the taxpayers. These taxpayers 

were parents of the two schools of Mexia; and this improvement and 

advancement, together with the results of this thesis, proved that the 

parents were interested in, and desired, the modern teacher and the 

school system as it was being presented at the time of this study. 

Re commendations 

Based on the conclusions presented above, the following recom

mendations are offered: 

1. That the curriculum should be enriched and thoroughly 
organized. Course offerings that are suitable integrated in in
dividual training patterns of each student should be increased. 

2. Organization of a good vocational guidance program. 

3. That more trades be offered the youth now in school. 

4. Addition of more playground space. 

5. That an adequately equipped laboratory be added, and 
courses in chemistry be offered. 

6. Make the school more community centered by giving more 
programs, and bringing in artists. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

WHAT PARENTS OP THE MEXIA COLORED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

EXPECT OP THE SCHOOL AND OP THE TEA.CHER 

Occupation of Mother . Occupation of father 

Number of children . Number of children in school . 

(CHECK THE PARENTHESIS PBECEDING YOUR ANSWER) 

Social Life of Parents: 

Do you frequently attend the school activities, such as school enter

tainments, ball games, et cetera? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you feel free to visit the school at any time? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

When special invitations are sent to you to visit your school, do you 

usually accept and attend with interest? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Physical Aspects of the Schoolj 

Do you think that the movie should have a place in the school? ( ) Yes 

( ) No 

Do you think that children should have opportunities to see moving 

pictures of educational value in the theater in the city during school 

hours? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you think that shopwork should be taught in the school? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you think that handwork should be taught in the school? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you think that agriculture should be taught in the school ( ) Yes 

( ) No 

Do you think that home economics should be taught in the school ( ) Yes 

( ) No 



Do you think that children should have an opportunity to use the gym

nasium on Saturdays? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you think that children should have an opportunity to use the library 

on Saturdays? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Is your school in a desirable location? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do the children have dangerous railroad and highway intersections to 

cross? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you think that too much time is being spent on athletics? ( ) Yes 

( ) No 

Do you think that the school should take part in the Interscholastic 

League? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

What is the distance of your school from your home? . 

(CHECK MOST IMPORTANT ITEMS IN CURRICULUM) 

Lessons that will impress the value of good character. 

Lessons that teach respect for others. 

Lessons that create an appreciation of beauty in everyday life. 

Lessons that help determine the wise use of leisure time. 

Teacher 

Is it important that the teacher have some recreation? ( ) Yes ( ) No; 

or do you think that she should teach the entire day and then have 

papers to grade at ni^it, lessons to plan, et cetera? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Should married women be permitted to teach? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

If a woman teacher marries during the school year, should she be per

mitted to continue teaching? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Should a teacher be modern in dress and try to keep up with the styles? 

( ) Yes ( ) No 



Do you think a teacher should play cards! ( ) Yes ( ) No; DanceT 

( ) Yes ( ) No; Smoke? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Should a teacher attend movies? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Should a teacher "belong to a church? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Should she hold any important office in a church? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you prefer the old-fashioned strict teacher or one who allows more 

freedom? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Do you think it justificable to dismiss school for the State Teachers 

Associations and other teachers meetings? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

Should politics enter into hiring teachers? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

What do you think the teachers monthly salary should be? . 

(CHECK THE MOST IMPORTANT ITEMS FOR GOOD TEACHERS) 

______ A teacher who commands respect of the pupils and the community 

by the life she leads 

One who teaches the value of good character, good health and 

good citizenship 

One who possesses thorough training as well as common sense. 

REMARKS; 
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